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Kung Hei Fat Choi!
Year of the Rabbit

According to Chinese Astrology, the rabbit 
symbolizes patience and luck. 2023 will bring 

qualities that may have been lacking in the 
previous year, such as peace and success.

MDT presents the predictions for each of the 
12 signs for the year of the Water Rabbit.
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Year of Birth 
2020, 2008, 1996, 1984, 
1972, 1960, 1948, 1936, 1924

Year of Birth 
2021, 2009, 1997, 1985, 
1973, 1961, 1949, 1937, 1925

Year of Birth 
2022, 2010, 1998, 1986, 
1974, 1962, 1950, 1938, 1926

THIS year will bring good luck in most aspects of your life. 
You will find a way in your career and love life and many 

things will work in your favor. This will be a transitional year 
for you and you will be able to make many positive changes 
in your life. You are however advised to not let the negativity 
around you hinder your progress and focus on your life ahead. 
You must introspect and spare time for the things that matter 
and make you happy in 2023. But in this quest of doing the 
things you love, you must not ignore others’ needs, suggests 
the Rat Chinese Horoscope 2023.

CHINESE Horoscope 2023 foretells that the Oxen will be 
able to achieve balance in their lives in 2023 due to their 

commitment and dedication like never before. Things will 
finally start to fall into place so embrace yourself for positive 
changes. As per the Ox Chinese Horoscope 2023, the Ox na-
tives will achieve their greatest potential. However, you must 
not stop pushing yourself and working hard. You will finally 
learn how to relate to your partner’s feelings and emotions 
which will help you improve your love life.  2023 will also be 
the year when you decide to pursue your passion and use 
your creative side to get ahead in life says Ox Chinese Ho-
roscope 2023.

THIS year will bring abundance, good luck, and power in 
the lives of the Tiger natives. This year will be better than 

the previous year for you as things will workout for the better. 
You will be happy to see the direction your life will take this 
year. There is no room for giving up in 2023. You will be confi-
dent and strong while facing any challenges. Your career will 
be better as you will finally learn how to put your skills and 
talent to better use, says Tiger Chinese Horoscope 2023. Pur-
sue your passion and you will be surprised to see what it can 
do for you! Chinese Horoscope 2023 also reveals that the year 
will start with a bang and you will achieve success in every 
aspect of life. The year of the water Rabbit will bring favorable 
outcomes for you.

TIGEROXRAT

LUCK ALL AROUND COMMIT AND ACHIEVE ABUNDANCE AND POWER

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a good year for Rats?
Yes, 2023 is a good year for the Rat Chinese zodiac sign.
2. What is the lucky color for Rats in 2023?
Gold, Green and Blue are the lucky colors for the Rats.
3. Who should a Rat marry?
Rats can marry Dragon, Monkey, Ox and other Rat natives.
4. What is the personality of a Rat?
Rats are confident, talented, independent, wise and friendly.
5. Is Rat and Pig a good match?
Rat and Pig is an average match.
6. Are Rats and Dogs compatible?
Rat and Dog compatibility is neither good nor bad.

FAQ
1. Will Ox be lucky in 2023?
Yes, Ox will be lucky in 2023.
2. Will Ox get married this year?
Yes, Ox might get married this year.
3. Will Ox have a baby this year?
2023 will be a good year for Ox to have a baby.
4. What will happen in 2023 for Ox?
In 2023, Ox natives will enjoy a balanced life. They will feel 
positive about life.
5. What is the enemy of the Ox?
Ox natives are least compatible with Horses, Tigers, 
Monkeys, and Sheeps.

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a Tiger year?
No, 2023 is a Rabbit Year.
2. Is the 2023 Year lucky for Tiger signs?
Yes, 2023 is a lucky year for the Tiger sign.
3. Who should a Tiger marry?
Tiger can marry a Horse, Pig, or Dog.
4. What will 2023 bring for the Tiger?
2023 is bringing luck, power, and abundance for the Tigers.
5. What is Tiger not compatible with?
Tiger is not compatible with Ox, Snake, Monkey, and Dog.
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Year of Birth 
2026, 2014, 2002, 1990, 
1978, 1966, 1954, 1942, 1930

Year of Birth 
2027, 2015, 2003, 1991, 
1979, 1967, 1955, 1943, 1931

Year of Birth 
2028, 2016, 2004, 1992, 
1980, 1968, 1956, 1944, 1932

CHINESE Horoscope 2023 reveals that the Horse nati-
ves will enjoy good health and financial prosperity this 

year. Luck will favor you in money related matters. You will 
find new sources of income that will benefit you in the long 
run. You are however advised to approach life with a positi-
ve attitude. Being sad and gloomy will only take away good 
moments from your life. Allow yourself to enjoy life and let 
it grow on you. Surround yourself with people who bring out 
the best in you and make you happy. When an opportunity 
knocks at your door, you grab it; there is no other way to do it, 
says the Horse Chinese Horoscope 2023. This year will be full 
of surprises for you and you must be ready for it!

THE Sheeps will have to face some challenges. But don’t 
be scared of these challenges as they will make you ex-

plore and exploit your full potential. It will also make you 
realize that hard work and will power is all you need to 
achieve your goals. Sheep Chinese Horoscope 2023 reveals 
that you will be rewarded for your hard work in the form of a 
successful and peaceful life. All the difficulties you face this 
year will make you stronger. Put your talent and abilities to 
good use and you will be surprised to see how things turn 
out! You will see a significant improvement in your financial 
life in the year of the Rabbit, reveals Sheep Chinese Horos-
cope 2023. You might get a raise at your workplace and the 
Sheep doing business will also enjoy good profits. The in-
vestments you made earlier will also give great returns!

CHINESE Horoscope 2023 predicts that the Monkey 
natives will enjoy a successful, peaceful, and blessed 

year. You are willing to put in work this year, which will pay 
off resulting in a better life for you. Your friends and family 
will be proud of you and you will be supported by them at 
every step. Monkey Chinese Horoscope 2023 foretells that 
in 2023, the more hard work you put in, the better results 
you will get. You have been afraid to explore the uncharted 
territories for long but this will be the time when you will 
let go of your fear and explore new things in life. In the year 
of the Rabbit, you will make major changes in your perso-
nal and professional life, reveals Monkey Chinese Horos-
cope 2023. This will ensure the perfect work-life balance 
for you and you will get to spend time with your loved ones 
while working hard simultaneously.

HEALTH AND CASH CHALLENGES TO YOUR POTENTIAL PEACE AND SUCCESS

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a good year to have a baby?
Yes, 2023 is a good year to have a baby.
2. Is 2023 a good year for the Horse?
2023 will bring mixed outcomes for the Horse.
3. What is the lucky color for the Horse in 2023?
Green and Yellow are the lucky colors for the Horse in 2023
4. Who should a Horse marry?
The Horse can marry a Dog, Sheep, or Tiger.
5. What is the lucky number for a Horse?
The lucky numbers for the Horse are 2, 3, 7
6. Who should the Horse not marry?
The Horse must avoid marrying Snake, Ox, and Rat.

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a good year for the year of the Sheep?
2023 might not be a very good year for the Sheep.
2. What is the lucky color for Sheeps in 2023?
Blue, Pink, Purple, and Red are the lucky colors for the Sheep 
in 2023.
3. Who should a Sheep marry?
A Sheep can marry a Dog, Pig, or another Sheep.
4. With whom is the Sheep zodiac compatible with?
Sheep is compatible with Pig, Dog, and Sheep.
5. Is Sheep compatible with Tiger?
Sheep and Tiger compatibility is average.
6. Is the Rabbit year good for Sheeps?
Rabbit year will bring mixed results for the Sheeps.

FAQ
1. Will 2023 be a good year for the Monkey?
Yes, 2023 will be a good year for the Monkey.
2. Who should a Monkey marry?
A Monkey can marry a Dog, Rat, or Dragon.
3. Is the Year of the Rabbit Good for the Monkey?
Yes, the Year of the Rabbit is good for the Monkey.
4. Are Monkeys and Tigers compatible?
No, Monkeys and Tigers are not compatible.
5. What are the lucky colors for 2023?
Lucky colors for the Monkey in 2023 are Gold, Blue, and White

HORSE SHEEP MONKEY
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Note: Predictions by Astrosage.com, where you can find more in-depth information, for every and each sign.

Year of Birth 
2023, 2011, 1999, 1987, 
1975, 1963, 1951, 1939, 1927

Year of Birth 
2029, 2017, 2005, 1993, 
1981, 1969, 1957, 1945, 1933

Year of Birth 
2024, 2012, 2000, 1988, 
1976, 1964, 1952, 1940, 1928

Year of Birth 
2030, 2018, 2006, 1994, 
1982, 1970, 1958, 1946, 1934

Year of Birth 
2025, 2013, 2001, 1989, 
1977, 1965, 1953, 1941, 1929

Year of Birth 
2031, 2019, 2007, 1995, 
1983, 1971, 1959, 1947, 1935

THE year of the Rabbit will be good for the Rabbit na-
tives. Things will finally start to fall into place after a 

2-year period of struggles and hardship. Your life will take a 
positive turn and your efforts will make you proud of you-
rself. Keep going in the right direction and you will be sur-
prised at the great things that you will accomplish, says Ra-
bbit Chinese Horoscope 2023. On the love front, things will 
work out great between you and your beloved because you 
have finally unlocked the level of complete understanding 
with each other. Love life will be passionate for the Rabbit 
natives in love and the singles too might finally come to a 
halt in their search for the ‘one’.

THE year of the Rabbit will be full of ups and downs for 
the Rooster natives. Some aspects of your life will see 

positive changes while others will witness challenges. You 
are advised to be ready for whatever life throws at you. So 
many things will happen in the life of the Roosters simulta-
neously this year. This might make you overwhelmed at ti-
mes. This year, you will ponder more about improving your 
relationship with others. It has been hard for you to forge 
relationships as you find it comforting being on your own. 
But it is time to change that. Rooster Horoscope 2023 pre-
dicts that your financial life will see some negative chan-
ges. Also, you must cherish your relationship with close 
friends and family. This year will also be about retrospec-
tion and you will try to become the best version of yourself.

THE year of Water Rabbit will bring good luck for the Dra-
gons in various aspects of life. You will witness an impro-

vement in your financial life and find new ways to sail throu-
gh different situations. Many great things are lined up for you 
and you need to appreciate what is coming. This year, you 
will perform well in achieving your dreams as you will finally 
figure out the best way that works for you, says Dragon Chi-
nese Horoscope 2023. You need to surround yourself with 
people who motivate you in doing better. You are advised to 
be open to changes as change will bring new opportunities 
for you this year. As per the Dragon Chinese Horoscope 2023, 
2023 will be a year of happiness and bliss and you will enjoy 
yourself to the fullest. However, you must not make hasty de-
cisions and ensure that you are walking in the right direction. 
Also, let go of people or things that hinder your progress.

THE Dogs will be favored by luck in the year of Water Rabbit. 
Most aspects of your life will see growth which will make 

you extremely happy. You are lucky to be surrounded by people 
who motivate you and root for you, and this year you will feel 
blessed to have them in your life. However, you must be patient 
and confident in yourself and try to incorporate activities in 
your life that will enhance your skills, says Dog Chinese Horos-
cope 2023. Work hard to achieve your aim and try to set a higher 
goal for yourself. The stars will be in your favor but you need to 
be active and not miss any opportunities that come your way. 
Dog Chinese Horoscope 2023 foretells that 2023 will be a period 
of bliss and happiness as you will learn to finally express your-
self in front of others. If you have been stressed in the past, you 
will manage to get rid of it too this year. You enjoy being in na-
ture, so you must spend some time there to open up your mind 
and think clearly about the things that bother you as nothing is 
more satisfying than living a peaceful, balanced, and happy life.

THE year of the Water Rabbit will bring significant changes 
in the lives of Snake natives. Things will become better 

than before as your hard work will finally be recognised and 
pay off. Positive changes will enter as a ray of hope in your 
life. You might come across some people who will help you 
explore a new world of endless possibilities. However, it is ad-
vised that you avoid doubting yourself and keep moving in 
the right direction. It is upon you to make your life better and 
worthwhile. You know what is best for you; so go ahead and 
do what needs to be done to make a better life for yourself! 
Snake Chinese Horoscope 2023 reveals that you will come 
across things that ignite a spark in you. Nothing can hold you 
back if you don’t let it. Be determined to bring positive change 
in your life and see the magic unfold in front of you.

CHINESE Horoscope 2023 predicts a year full of luck and 
bliss for the Pig natives. Everything that you have been 

waiting for will be yours this year. You just have to set your 
eyes towards your goal and keep moving forward; victory will 
be yours.  You are advised not to lose hope if you fall down. 
As it is said “Fall seven times, stand up eight”. Be hopeful and 
things will fall into place. Pig Chinese Horoscope 2023 forete-
lls that it is not too late to make positive changes in your life. 
You own your destiny and walking on the right path will get 
you where you want to. Most parts of the year will bring grow-
th and prosperity for you, so be ready to embrace change. You 
must trust your abilities and don’t let others tell you that you 
are not good enough. Turn your dreams to reality and surpri-
se everyone!

RABBIT

THINGS FALLING INTO PLACE

UPS AND DOWNS AHEAD

DREAMS DO COME TRUE

HAPPINESS IN FRIENDSHIP

EXPECT MAJOR CHANGES

VICTORIOUS YEAR

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a good year for Rabbits?
Yes, 2023 will be a good year for the Rabbits.
2. What element is the Rabbit in 2023?
The element for the Rabbit in 2023 is Water.
3. What is the lucky color for Rabbits in 2023?
Red, Blue, Pink, Purple are lucky colors for Rabbit in 2023.
4. What is the lucky number for Rabbit?
3, 4, 6 are the lucky numbers for Rabbits.
5. Who is the Rabbit compatible with?
Rabbit is the most compatible with Dog, Pig, and Sheep
6. Is 2023 a good year to have a baby?
Yes, 2023 is a good year to have a baby.

FAQ
1. Is the Rooster lucky in 2023?
2023 will be filled with ups and downs for the Roosters.
2. Who should Rooster marry?
Roosters can marry an Ox, Snake, or Dragon.
3. Who is Rooster compatible with?
Roosters are most compatible with Snake, Ox, and Dragon.
4. Is the Year of the Rabbit good for Roosters?
The Year of the Rabbit is both good and bad for the Roosters.
5. Is the Rooster and Dog compatible? 
Rooster and Dog compatibility is average.

LOVE   WORK   MONEY   HEALTH LOVE   WORK   MONEY   HEALTH LOVE   WORK   MONEY   HEALTH 

DRAGON SNAKE

FAQ
1. Is 2023 a lucky year for the Dragon?
Yes, 2023 is a lucky year for Dragon.
2. Who should a Dragon marry?
Dragon can marry a Monkey, Rooster, or Rat.
3. Is the Rabbit year good for the Dragon?
Yes, the Rabbit year is good for the Dragon.
4. Who is the Dragon most compatible with?
Dragon is the most compatible with Rat, Monkey, and Roos-
ter.
5. Are Tiger and Dragon compatible?
Tiger and Dragon are moderately compatible.

FAQ
1. Is a Dog lucky in 2023?
Yes, a Dog will be lucky in 2023.
2. Who should a Dog marry?
A Dog can marry a Rabbit, Tiger, Monkey, or Horse.
3. Is the Year of the Rabbit Good for Dogs?
Yes, the Year of the Rabbit is good for Dogs.
4. Is a Dog a good Chinese zodiac?
Yes, Dog is a good Chinese zodiac.
5. Are Tigers compatible with Dogs?
Yes, Dogs and Tigers are compatible.

FAQ
1. Is 2023 good for the Year of the Snake?
2023 will bring both favorable and unfavorable outcomes 
for the Snakes.
2. Who should a Snake marry?
Snakes can marry Ox and Rooster
3. Is the Year of the Rabbit Good for Snakes?
Year of the Rabbit will bring mixed results for the Snakes.
4. Who is Snake not compatible with?
Snake is not compatible with Horse, Pig, Tiger
5. What is the Snake personality?
Snakes are creative, clever, lazy, determined, and confident.
6. Are Tiger and Snake compatible?
No, Tiger and Snake are not compatible.

FAQ
1. What year is lucky for Pig?
Yes, 2023 is lucky for Pig.
2. Is 2023 good for Pigs?
Yes, 2023 is good for Pigs.
3. Who should a Pig marry?
A Pig can marry Goat, Rabbit, and Snake.
4. Is the Year of the Rabbit Good for the Pig?
Yes, the Year of the Rabbit is good for the Pigs.
5. What is the lucky color of Pig in 2023?
Green, Blue, and Red are lucky colors for the Pig.
6. What will 2023 bring for the Pig?
2023 will bring luck and bliss for 2023.

ROOSTER DOG PIG
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In Macau, China the CNY is the 
Year of the Rabbit, elsewhere 
is the Year of the Cat
MEGAN BRYSON
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

ON Sunday, January 22, 2023, 
more than a billion people 

globally will welcome the Year 
of the Rabbit – or the Year of 
Cat, depending on which cul-
tural traditions they follow – as 
the start of the Lunar New Year. 
In the New York City public 
school district, Lunar New Year 
has been observed as a school 
holiday since 2015.

The Lunar New Year is also 
called the Chinese New Year, be-
cause it follows a calendar that 
was developed in China; but it is 
also celebrated in various parts 
of Asia, such as Korea and Viet-
nam. Tibetan and Mongolian 
cultures follow a similar calen-
dar that will start the Year of the 
Rabbit about a month later, on 
Feb. 20.

While this calendar is some-
times just called “lunar,” it adds 
an extra month every few years 
to stay in sync with the solar cy-
cle, so it’s technically lunar and 
solar, or lunisolar. This means 
that the date of the Lunar New 
Year in the Gregorian calendar 
changes from year to year but 
always falls in January or Fe-
bruary. The Gregorian calendar 
is the solar calendar used today 
in most parts of the world, in-
cluding the United States.

As a scholar of East Asian re-
ligions, I am familiar with the 

wide range of lunar and luniso-
lar calendars used in different 
religions and cultures, and es-
pecially with the religious signi-
ficance of the East Asian luniso-
lar calendar.

The lunisolar calendar that 
developed in China combi-
nes two categories: 12 earthly 
branches, each of which cor-
responds to an animal, and 10 
heavenly stems, each of which 
corresponds to one of the five 
elements – fire, water, wood, 
metal and earth – and either the 
feminine yin or masculine yang 
force.

While this lunisolar calen-
dar brings people together, di-
fferent countries and cultures 
have their own legends and cus-
toms surrounding the New Year. 
Even the animal associated with 
the year can vary.

YEAR OF THE RABBIT OR 
YEAR OF THE CAT?

In most parts of East Asia, the 
new year that begins on Jan. 22 
corresponds to the rabbit, and 
also to the element of water and 
the feminine yin force. The cy-
cle takes 60 years to complete, 
so 60th birthdays across East 
Asia are times for special cele-
brations.

However, the animal associa-
tions of the zodiac can vary: In 
Vietnam, Jan. 22 will usher in 
the Year of the Cat instead. The 
most recent Year of the Cat, in 

2011, saw a baby boom in Viet-
nam because of the good luck 
associated with that zodiac sign.

One explanation among 
scholars for why Vietnamese 
culture celebrates it as the Year 
of the Cat is that the earthly 
branch corresponding to “rab-
bit” is pronounced mao in Man-
darin and meo in Vietnamese, 
which sounds similar to the 
Vietnamese word for “cat.”

Another explanation comes 
from two variations of a popular 
legend about how the 12 zodiac 
animals were chosen. Accor-
ding to that legend, either the 
Buddha or the Jade Emperor, 
head of the Chinese pantheon, 
organized a race across a river 
to choose the zodiac animals 
and their order.

In the Chinese version, whi-
ch is traditionally and vividly 
followed in Macau and in Hong 
Kong, the cat and rat were ri-
ding across a river on an ox 
when the rat, in its drive to be 
first, pushed the cat into the 
water so that the cat arrived 
last and was disqualified. The 
rabbit was crossing the river by 
hopping on stones sticking out 
of the water, but with one lucky 
leap it landed on a floating log 
that swiftly carried it to shore, 
so that the rabbit finished four-
th. However, in the Vietnamese 
version – which lacks a rabbit – 
the cat could swim and ended 
up arriving fourth.

RABBITS IN 
CHINESE CULTURE

In the Chinese tradition, peo-
ple born in particular zodiac 
years have some of their animal’s 
characteristics. Since the late 
20th century, Chinese regions 
have seen birth rates spike during 
Years of the Dragon because dra-
gons are powerful symbols of 
good fortune and success.

Some animals carry strongly 
gendered meanings: the Year of 
the Tiger is widely seen as a good 
year for male births, but female 
tigers are stereotyped as overly 
aggressive. In Korea, the Year of 
the Horse is similarly perceived 
as a bad time for girls to be born.

Conversely, the Year of the Ra-
bbit is seen as a better year for 
girls because the rabbit’s quali-
ties of kindness, empathy and 
patience are stereotypically fe-
minine virtues. Moreover, rab-
bits have been associated with 
male homosexuality since the 
18th century, and the word “ra-
bbit,” tuzi in Mandarin, is a slur 
for male sex workers. The stigma 
surrounding homosexuality in 
Chinese cultures means that, for 
some people, having a boy in the 
Year of the Rabbit would be less 
ideal. However, some members 
of Chinese LGBTQ+ communi-
ties are rejecting this stigma by 
reclaiming the Rabbit God as a 
patron deity.

The Rabbit God is not always 
understood as a god of male sa-

me-sex love. He can also be a 
symbol of longevity. Chinese lore 
holds that a rabbit and toad on 
the Moon work with the moon 
goddess Chang’e to refine the eli-
xir of immortality.

CELEBRATING THE
 YEAR OF THE RABBIT

The Year of the Rabbit will 
feature rabbit decorations, rab-
bit-themed marketing, and an 
abundance of new pet rabbits. 
However, the celebration will re-
main the same as in other years.

Chinese Lunar New Year cele-
brations emphasize family toge-
therness as well as good luck and 
prosperity for the coming year. In 
China, the Lunar New Year marks 
the world’s largest annual human 
migration, as people who work in 
big cities travel home to see their 
families for the two-week holi-
day.

The new year officially ushers 
in the spring, so it is also called 
Spring Festival, or Chunjie in 
Mandarin. To start the New Year 
on the right foot, people get hair-
cuts, clean their houses and wear 
new clothes. These new clothes, 
like most New Year’s decorations, 
are red, which symbolizes good 
fortune.

New Year’s foods also aim to 
bring good fortune. Among the 
dishes commonly eaten at New 
Year’s are fish, because in Man-
darin “having fish,” you yu, is a 
homophone for “having a sur-
plus.” Eating a dessert of gluti-
nous rice balls in sweet soup, 
known as tangyuan, represents 
the family being complete, be-
cause the word for round, yuan, 
also means “complete.”

Family is the focus of New Year 
celebrations, which traditionally 
take place in the home of the 
husband’s family. Adults gene-
rally give gifts of money in red 
envelopes to younger relatives 
who are still in school. On the se-
cond or third day of the new year, 
families often travel to the wife’s 
family home to see the in-laws.

The Lantern Festival, Yuan-
xiao jie, wraps up the festivities 
two weeks after the New Year 
begins with the first full moon of 
the year. As the name suggests, 
people celebrate with decora-
ted lanterns, which often have 
riddles attached. In addition to 
guessing the answers to these 
riddles, people celebrate by ea-
ting tangyuan or similar round 
dumplings called yuanxiao, and 
watching dragon and lion dan-
ces.

The global Asian diaspo-
ra means that Lunar New Year 
is now celebrated around the 
world, including in the United 
States. Chinese American, Ko-
rean American, and Vietname-
se American communities will 
mark the beginning of the Lunar 
New Year with a variety of cele-
brations, some welcoming the 
Year of the Rabbit and others 
welcoming the Year of the Cat. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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