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Regulations promoting the Cooperation Zone in Hengqin seen
as great leap toward economic diversification, integration

Hong Kong Walt Disney
Co. has removed an
episode from cartoon
series The Simpsons
that included a
reference to "forced
labor camps" in China
from its streaming
service in Hong Kong.
The episode, "One
Angry Lisa" from The
Simpsons' 34th season,
was not available

to stream on the
Disney Plus streaming
service in the semi-
autonomous Chinese
territory, according

to checks by The
Associated Press.
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China-US Navy divers
began pulling pieces of
the downed Chinese spy
balloon from the depths
of the ocean floor
yesterday [Macau time],
using sophisticated
reconnaissance drones
dubbed the Kingfish
and the Swordfish to
locate the debris. After
collecting all of the
balloon's white fabric
and shell structure
found floating on the
surface, the Navy has
now shifted to an all-
underwater search for
the remnants of the
massive balloon that a
U.S. fighter jet shot.

More on p6
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North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un brought
his daughter to visit

troops to mark the 75th STROLLING ON SAN MALO

founding anniversary of
sownnie . INITIATIVE MEETS
lauded the "irresistible

might" of his nuclear-

WITH MIXED
media said yesterday.

e FEELINGS FROM

is preparing to stage a
LAWMAKERS
in Pyongyang.

More on backpage aP2
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STROLLING ON ALMEIDA
RIBEIRO’ MEETS WITH MIXED

REVIEWS FROM LAWMAKERS

RENATO MARQUES

TROLLING on Almeida Ribeiro,

the event which was held twice
over the Lunar New Year period and
which transformed the Avenida de Al-
meida Ribeiro into a pedestrian-only,
entertainment and leisure area, thou-
gh lauded by many commentators,
did not meet with universal approval
from local legislators.

In a Legislative Assembly (AL) ses-
sion, where the subject of tourism do-
minated the period before the agen-
da, several lawmakers criticized the
event, raising concerns over traffic as
well as fears of potential security risks.

Lawmaker Leong Sun Iok was one
of those who, though noting some
benefits in the initiative in enriching
cultural and tourist experiences,
think that the event, if repeated, mi-
ght cause problems.

“Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro is an
important artery, so the permanent
implementation of the project in
question could cause great pressure
on traffic and affect the life and the
commuting of residents in the area.
Therefore, I do not recommend this
street to be used as an exclusive area
for pedestrians,” Leong said, adding,

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“There are other locations that can
fulfill better this role or maybe we
should restrict this project to be car-
ried out only during major holidays,
such as the golden week of Chinese
New Year and National Day, minimi-
zing its negative impacts.”

Lawmaker Lo Choi In concurred
with this view, highlighting the social
impacts of the event, and noting that
there are “many latent social costs,
which include impacts on traffic and
dislocation of the residents.”

She called on the authorities to
strengthen “communication and
coordination between public ser-
vices regarding the blocking of nei-
ghborhoods.” She also called for more
preparations in advance, such as fin-
ding temporary parking areas and
expanding the bus network, among
other considerations such as limiting
the number of people allowed in a
single location at the same time.

Lo also showed concerns over the
lack of emergency lanes and other sa-
fety-related issues.

Ip Sio Kai shared the safety con-
cerns, noting the “excess of people,”
and expressing fears of a stampede
similar to the one that occurred last
year in Seoul.

Lawmaker Ip also wants the gover-
nment to develop a contingency plan
that includes evacuation routes and
signage to ensure the safety of resi-
dents and tourists.

On the other hand, many
lawmakers, such as Chui Sai Peng
and Ma Io Fong not only welcomed
the event but expressed the desire
to replicate it in other areas of the
city adding educational elements,
allowing tourists to learn about the
history and significance of the loca-
tions.

Lawmaker Lo also proposed that
the government make greater use of
the Saint Lazarus neighborhood for
such events, pointing out that the
area has ample historical monumen-
ts and attractions. This would entail
blocking streets, Lo explained, ad-
ding that altering the pedestrian ac-
cess would also cause fewer impacts
on the population.

According to the Cultural Affairs
Bureau, the organizer of the event,
the bureau is making a thorough re-
view of the event before deciding
whether the “Strolling on Almeida Ri-
beiro” could become a regular event
in the future, noting that a decision is
yet to be made.

2021 BUDGED
FINALLY APPROVED

HE Legislative As-
sembly (AL) appro-
ved the final report on
the 2021 Government
Budget yesterday, pas-
sing it unanimously. Al-
though all lawmakers
voted in favor of the pas-
sage and final closure of
the 2021 budget, some
questions still remained.
Lawmaker Ron Lam
criticized the lack of cla-
rity concerning the go-
vernment’s justification
of the use of money from
the financial reserves.
He also criticized the
government’s method
of balancing the Pension
Fund (FP) account, since
there was no transfer of
funds from gaming taxes
to this account. Lam also
criticized the poor per-
formance of the invest-
ments made with the
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FP account money, and
said that there was a lack
of clarity around them.

In response, the Se-
cretary for Economy and
Finance, Lei Wai Nong
said that the low return
on investment seen in
2021 was not exclusive
to Macau but a result of
the worldwide economic
crisis, adding that the
investment is managed
by professionals from
the Monetary Authority
of Macao and evaluated
annually.

Lam also added that
the method of allocating
or endowing funds to
the FP account from the
reserves is not a “heal-
thy system,” and calls
for more transparency
concerning government
investments with public
funds from now on. RM

S1 KA LON CALLS
FOR NEW ROUND
OF CONSUMPTION
CARDS IN TOURIST
TLOW SEASON’

E lawmaker Si Ka

Lon has called yes-
terday at the Legislative
Assembly for the govern-
ment to reinstate the in-
centive scheme for local
spending: the so-called
consumption cards.

Si's statements were
made in an intervention
before the agenda of yes-
terday’s session in which
he asserted that conti-
nued financial support
from the government is
essential to support the
economy through the
tourist “low season.” “Sti-
mulating consumption
plays an important role in

the context in which the
provinces and cities are
all betting on the deve-
lopment of the economy
this year. According to
economists from the
mainland, insufficient
demand in [local market]
is a real challenge for the
country’s economic deve-
lopment,” Si said. “With
the arrival of the low sea-
son for tourism in Macau,
the government must
prepare well, ensuring
the continuous increase
in domestic demand and
fostering economic grow-
th with the recovery of
tourism,” he added. RM
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Unemployment still worries lawmakers

RENATO MARQUES

NEMPLOYMENT

and the protection

of the jobs of lo-

cal residents was,
once again, under the spotli-
ght, with several lawmakers
addressing the plenary at the
Legislative Assembly on this
theme in the period before the
agenda.

Representatives from the
Macau Federation of Trade
Unions (FAOM), Ella Lei and
Lei Chan U hope that the au-
thorities will take the oppor-
tunity of the surge in visitor
numbers and the need for
labor in several industries to
promote the hiring and pro-
motion of local residents.

The FAOM lawmakers fea-
red that the sudden demand
for workers in the different
sectors would be used as a
convenient excuse to hire non-
-local workers due to difficul-
ties in finding and processing
applications from local candi-
dates.

“It is necessary to dissemi-

Lei Chan U

Ella Lei
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José Pereira Goutinho

nate information on the dis-
tribution of vacancies, and
hold job matching sessions
for local candidates,” Ella Lei
said. “The government must
also monitor the same types
of work in the different sec-
tors and companies, to find
out whether local workers are
still underemployed or taking
unpaid leave, closely moni-
toring the current situation
of the residents’ employment

market,” she added.

On the same topic, Lei Chan
U noted the need to balance
the demand for labor, ensuring
that residents are given priori-
ty access to employment.

“During the pandemic,
some non-resident workers
(TNRs) left their jobs. Com-
panies only kept the [mini-
mum] necessary human re-
sources. With the rapid reco-
very of the tourism sector, the

problem of the lack of labor
arises, and there are alrea-
dy voices [in the community]
asking for an increase in im-
port quotas. If we compare
with the pre-pandemic pe-
riod, the unemployment and
underemployment rate in Ma-
cau remains high.

According to the most re-
cent data, which may be out
of date, there are, respecti-
vely, 13,200 unemployed and

13,900 underemployed resi-
dents,” he said. He called on
the government not to allow a
proliferation of new TNR quo-
tas while a significant num-
ber of residents are still stru-
ggling.

Digging deeper into the
topic, lawmaker José Pereira
Coutinho stated, “The reco-
very of the unemployment
[rate] among young people
is happening at a very slow
pace due to the high number
of non-resident and unskilled
workers. [These workers] sub-
ject themselves to lower wa-
ges, rights and benefits com-
pared to local workers, ham-
pering the entry of Macau’s
young people into the labor
market.”

He also added that the fact
that the government has not
been recruiting young people
for civil service posts is also
contributing to the high you-
th unemployment rate. The
same criticism applies to the
gaming concessionaires, who
also refrain from hiring them
due to their lack of experience.
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Beyond Burns’ Night

An Evening of Scottish Tradition
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Don't miss your chance to enjoy a Scottish-Themed Dinner, with Wines,
Scotch Whisky, Traditional Ceremonials, Bagpipes, Music & Mirth

Robbie Burns remains an inspiration, a cultural icon and a hero. He endures
as Scotland's national poet & possibly the most famous Scottish poet to have
ever lived. He is a symbaol of Scottish national identity. All of which will be
celebrated during this special cultural evening, full of fun & laughs.

Dress Code: Black Tie/Tartan/Scottish Highland

Date
Venue :
Time

: 2ath February, 2023 (Friday)
Artyzen Grand Lapa, Chinnery Ballroom
: Welcome Drinks - 7pm, Dinner - 7.30pm

Fee : MOP 800 for Members & Guests

For Bookings, Information & Accommeodation Deals (if required) please contact: -
Ivone@britchammacao.org [ Tel: (853) 6331 1124
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STAFF REPORTER

HE 2023 Sands China Macao

International 10K will be held
on Mar. 19 with a total of 10,000
places available in two catego-
ries: the 10K and the Fun Run.

The event’s sponsor had al-
ready presented MOP8 million
in February last year, though the
event was canceled after a mon-
th due to Covid outbreaks in nei-
ghboring regions.

In a press conference held
yesterday, a MOP8 million check
was again presented to the Sports
Bureau (ID) president Pun Weng
Kun by Sands China president
Wilfred Wong.

The Fun Run race will start at 7
a.m. and the 10K race at 7:30 a.m.
at the Sai Van Lake Square. The
10K course runs along Avenida
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, Kun Iam Ecume-
nical Centre and Sai Van Bridge,
with the finish located inside the
Olympic Sport Centre Stadium.

7,000 places are available for
the 10K race and 3,000 for the
Fun Run. Registration for the
10K event will open at 9 a.m. Feb.
18, and registration for the Fun
Run event will open at 9 a.m. on
Feb. 19.

The total prize money for
the race stands at around MOP
700,000. The winner of the 10K
race will receive USD10,000.

AD

SPORTS

SANDS 10K RUN ON MAR. 19:
MOP700000 IN PRIZE MONEY

Meanwhile, speaking on the
sidelines of the event, Pun explai-
ned that the increase in the 10K
race quota from 6,000 to 7,000

3

B ESE FundodoDesporto

meseE  MOP 8,000,000

was due to the popularity of the

event, since the places in the

2021 race were quickly filled up.
Questioned whether there

would be runners from the main-
land, Pun replied, “The condition
of the pandemic is stable and
border crossings are unimpeded.

And we invited mainland run-
ners, such as the Chinese Athleti-
cs Association and good runners
from the Greater Bay Area, to Ma-
cau.”

“We will also consider inviting
some nonlocal runners to our
event. Although the number may
not be large, we will invite some
non-local runners to participate
in our 10K race,” he added.

Pun also stressed that the bu-
reau aims to make every major
sports event an iconic major spor-
ts event in Macau.

“We want every event to be [re-
markable]. For example, racing
fans around the world remem-
ber the Grand Prix in November
and the International Marathon
in December. There are different
events [to be remembered and
participated] in different mon-
ths,” he added.

During the event, Sands China
will bring its signature Streetmos-
phere performers to the course to
entertain and cheer on the run-
ners.

This year, the company is once
again sponsoring the “FUNKkiest
Costume Award,” awarding run-
ners with the best costume.

“We hope that the Macau Inter-
national 10K will become another
of Macau’s signature sports even-
ts, attracting enthusiasts from all
over the world,” said Wong.
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ACCURATE, TIMELY &
COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE,
PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,
KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC,

TRANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

Languages:

RUSSIAN

We translate +10,000 words a day

KTRANZ

TRANSLATIONS LIMITED

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang
Email: amy@ktranz.com.mo
Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084
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THE ZONE APARTMENT PRICE

Regulations promoting Henggin
development to take effect Mar. 1

HE regulations for pro-

moting the development

of Guangdong-Macao

In-depth  Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin will take effect
from March 1, 2023, according
to a press conference held by the
Standing Committee of Guang-
dong’s Provincial Congress yes-
terday. The regulations cover
eight chapters and 66 articles on
the system of administration of
the Zone, its planning, construc-
tion and management, as well as
its industrial development.

In order to accelerate Macau’s
adequate economic diversifica-
tion, it detailed the development
of various sectors, including scien-
ce and technology research and
development, high-end manufac-
turing, traditional Chinese medi-
cine, cultural and tourism indus-
tries, conventions and exhibitions,
commercial and trade industries
and a modern finance industry.

Besides these, the plan focuses
on the economic security of Ma-
cau residents, promotes the inte-
grated development of Hengqin
and Macau and ensures corres-
ponding legal protections.

To align with Macau’s public
services and social security system,
the regulations also introduce a se-
ries of measures on education, me-
dical care, social services and trans-
port, such as the “Macau New Nei-
ghborhood” project and schooling
for children of Macau residents.

According to the authorities
from the Standing Committee
of Guangdong’s Provincial Con-
gress, the regulations enumerate

the responsibilities of the executi-
ve committee, and, as far as pos-
sible, delegate powers to to allow
the Zone to fully implement re-
forms and pursue development.

It will provide a more com-
prehensive and concrete legal ba-
sis for the administration and de-
velopment of the Zone as well as
support Guangdong and Macau
in improving the new mechanism
for mutual discussion, joint cons-
truction, joint administration and
shared benefits.

“The new regulations aim to
provide a strong legal under-
pinning to the development of
the Cooperation Zone in Heng-
gin, promote long-term prospe-
rity and stability in Macau, and
better integrate Macau into the
overall development of the coun-

try,” according to Zhu Wei, deputy
director-General of Guangdong
Provincial Development and Re-
form Commission.

“Moving forward, the Coope-
ration Zone will introduce more
supporting measures and poli-
cies in line with the regulations
to boost the above-mentioned
key industries,” said Ng Chi Kin,
deputy director of the Executive
Committee of the Guangdong-
-Macao In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin.

SAR GOV'T WELCOMES
REGULATIONS

The SAR government welco-
med the promulgation of the re-
gulations, adding that they pro-
vide a stronger legal basis for the
effective implementation of goals

outlined in the Master Plan.

“It also bolsters efforts regar-
ding Macau’s adequate econo-
mic diversification, the cons-
truction of a new residential
area for Macau people that is
also convenient to work in, and
in accelerating development of
the Cooperation Zone as a hi-
gh-standard and open system
that integrates with Macau,”
according to a statement issued
by the Government Information
Bureau.

“The new regulation also
helps to optimize the Coope-
ration Zone’s new system of
mutual discussion, joint cons-
truction, joint administration
and shared benefits between
Guangdong and Macau,” the
statementread. MDT/NEWSGD

Gov't earmarks MOP180m for group tours

STAFF REPORTER

HE government has
reserved a budget of
MOP 650 million to in-
crease visitor numbers,
of which MOP 180 million
is for targeted group tou-
rs, including Mainland,
Taiwan, and international
visitors, Cheng Wai Tong,
deputy director of the Ma-
cao Government Tourism
Office said, as cited in a
report issued by TDM.
The effect of the initia-
tive will be first reviewed
in March.
The rest of the budget
will be spent on indivi-

dual travel including coo-
peration with electronic
business platforms, sub-

sidies in aviation and in-
ternational market and so
on, stated Cheng.

According to the offi-
cial, it has been one mon-
th since Macau relaxed its
pandemic measures, and
manpower in the avia-
tion industry is still reco-
vering. He said that the
government had held dis-
cussions with Air Macau
on increasing internatio-
nal flights to two to three
flights per week, in order
to allow international
tourists to stay in Macau
for a reasonable duration.

Concerning coope-
ration with Hong Kong,
Cheng said that tourism-
-related departments and
businesses will make ex-

ploratory trips to Macau
when the two governmen-
ts hold discussions as part
of the Hong Kong-Macau
joint tour to promote the
two cities for the interna-
tional tourism market.

China’s resumption of
outbound group tours
following the change to
its Covid-19 policies will
be a strong boost to the
global tourism industry
and a benefit for the wor-
1d, especially for econo-
mies that are dependent
on tourism.

On Monday, China re-
sumed outbound group
travel to 20 countries,

INDEX FALLS IN 2022

In 2022, the overall average
residential property price
index fell by 4.8% year-on-
year to 254.0, according to
data from the Statistics and
Census Service (DSEC). The
indices for existing residential
units (271.5) and pre-sale
residential units (298.0)
dropped by 5.3% and 0.1%
respectively, year-on-year.
Realtor Centaline had already
said that Macau has recorded
the worst-ever residential
sales in years, hitting a 40-
year lowin 2022. On average,
there were only about 300
transactions per monthin
the first nine months, with
the June 18 outbreak having
the severestimpact on the
market.

UM HOLDS
EXHIBITION IN
HONOR OF
HSING YUN

In tribute to the memory of
Master Hsing Yun, honorary
doctor of the University of
Macau (UM) and founder of
the Fo Guang Shan Buddhist
order in Taiwan, the UM
Library has launched the
Exhibition of Master Hsing
Yun's Works, which will
remain in the library lobby
until Mar.8. About 50 books
written by Master Hsing Yun,
including autographed copies
and related videos will be

on display at the exhibition.
The items on display include
the 'Complete Works of
Venerable Master Hsing
Yun', 'Humanistic Buddhism:
Holding True to the Original
Intents of Buddha (English
edition)’, 'Humanistic
Buddhism: Journal, Arts, and
Culture’, and 'Humanistic
Buddhism's 100 Paths to
Happiness'.

including Thailand, the
Maldives, the United Arab
Emirates, Russia and New
Zealand. Group tours be-
tween the Chinese main-
land and Hong Kong and
Macau also resumed.

During the Spring Fes-
tival holiday from Jan. 21
to 27, China saw nearly
2.9 million cross-border
trips, up 120.5%year on
year, and 308 million do-
mestic trips, up 23.1% and
back to 88.6% of the 2019
level for the same period.

The World Tourism Or-
ganization forecast that
international tourist ar-
rivals could reach 80% to
95% of pre-pandemic le-
vels in 2023 (versus 63%
in 2022), despite lingering
global headwinds.



page 6
CHINA =+H

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
09.02.2023 thu

DIRE STRAIT

TATWAN OPPOSITION LEADER IN
CHINA AS BEIJING UPS PRESSURE

HE vice chair of Beijing-frien-

dly opposition Nationalist
Party from Taiwan was visiting
China for meetings with officials
and the local business communi-
ty, drawing criticism from the sel-
f-governing island’s ruling party.

Andrew Hsia’s nine-day trip
starting yesterday comes as China
renews attacks on the ruling De-
mocratic Progressive Party over
its refusal to recognize Taiwan as
a part of China.

Spokesperson for the Chine-
se Cabinet’s Taiwan Affairs Office
Zhu Fenglian accused the DPP of
acting “out of selfish political in-
terest” in seeking the island’s for-
mal independence with foreign
support.

Tensions between China and
Taiwan have increased following
a stream of visits by foreign par-
liamentarians and others to the
island, including a possible upco-
ming trip by U.S. House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy.

In August, China fired missiles
and held threatening war games
around Taiwan in response to a
visit by then-House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi, who became the most
senior U.S. official to visit Taiwan
in 25 years.

Those actions “damage the
Taiwan compatriots’ interests and
well-being, endangers their safety

AP PHOTO

Zhang Zhijun (right), then director of the State Council Taiwan Affairs Office, meets with Andrew Hsia, the then cross-Strait

affairs chief of Taiwan, in Guangzhou (2015)

and security, and gradually push
Taiwan to a dangerous stage,”
Zhu said, in a reference to China’s
threat to use force to recover what
it considers Chinese territory.

The sides split amid civil war in
1949, and Taiwan has never been
governed by China’s ruling Com-
munist Party.

Despite their close economic
ties, China has refused all contact
with Taiwan's government since
Tsai Ing-wen first took office in
2016 over her refusal to recognize
the concept of “one-China” em-
bodied in an earlier agreement
brokered by the Nationalists and
mainland Communists known as

the “’92 Consensus.”

In contrast, Zhu said China
welcomed Hsia’s visit, saying
Beijing is “willing to strengthen
exchanges with the Nationalists,
consolidate and enhance mutual
trust, and deepen exchanges and
cooperation in various fields on
the common political foundation

of adhering to the ‘92 Consensus
and opposing Taiwan indepen-
dence.”

The vast majority of Taiwan's
23 million people support the sta-
tus quo of de-facto independence
and Tsai says there is no need to
make a formal declaration that
would likely spark a military res-
ponse from China.

Hsia plans to visit several ma-
jor Chinese cities and meet with
head of the Taiwan Affairs Office,
Song Tao, the Nationalists said.
His meetings with the business
community will focus on resto-
ring air and sea links between the
sides that were suspended during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The DPP criticized the trip,
saying Monday that it would lead
to “unnecessary speculation”
internationally, Taiwan’s official
Central News Agency reported.

Hsia should not sacrifice
Taiwan’s interests while “rushing
to demonstrate loyalty to China,”
the DPP said.

The visit also comes amid
a new downturn in relations
between China and the U.S,,
Taiwan's chief backer, over the
presence of a suspected Chinese
spy balloon in American airspace.

The U.S. military shot down
the unmanned airship on Satur-
day and U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken canceled his vi-
sit to Beijing, prompting angry
complaints from China over what
it called an overreaction. China
insists the object was a civilian
balloon intended for meteoro-
logical research that had been
blown off course. MDT/AP
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As[iets closed in on Chinese
balloon, hobbyists were listening

HE extraordinary sce-

ne of U.S. fighter jets
getting ready to strike a
Chinese balloon had many
people along the Carolina
coast straining their necks
and pointing their smar-
tphones to the sky to cap-
ture the moment of impact.
But a group of aviation
enthusiasts was, instead,
intently scanning radio
frequencies for the exchan-
ges between the pilots who
would follow as Huntress,
NORAD’s eastern air de-
fense sector controller, tra-
cked the exact distance as
two Air Force F-22 fighter
jets closed in on the target.
The pilots had to ba-
lance striking the balloon
when it was at least six
miles offshore — the dis-
tance NASA had advised
the military allow to keep
debris from falling on land

AP PHOTO

A U.S. Air Force pilot taking off in an F-22 Raptor at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va., last Saturday

— with ensuring it was still
in U.S. territorial airspace.

“Five miles offsho-
re,” Huntress advises in a
transmission that was cap-
tured by aviation hobbyist
Ken Harrell, in a recording
that was authenticated by
NORAD.

“Frank One is switches
hot,” the first F-22 reports.

The call sign “Frank” was
given to both aircraft to
honor 2nd Lt. Frank Luke,
who earned the Medal of
Honor in World War I for
downing multiple balloons
and aircraft.

“Frank Two is switches
hot,” the second F-22 ra-
dios in.

When Huntress calls out

that the balloon is exactly
six nautical miles out,
Frank One takes the shot.
“The balloon is com-
pletely destroyed!” radios
an F-15 fighter jet that also
took part in the mission,
advising quickly that “the-
re appears to be metal cha-
ff clouds. ... It’s definitely
metal breaking apart.”

This audio, which was
first reported by The Drive,
wasn't on the civilian radio
frequencies that commer-
cial pilots use. The Air For-
ce pilots were communi-
cating on an unencrypted
military frequency that the
North American Aerospace
Defense Command uses to
conduct missions to secure
the eastern United States,
under the control center
named Huntress.

Aviation enthusiasts
with the right radios scan
for Huntress missions and
other military flights as a
hobby, calling out exerci-
ses.

Ken Harrell, a 68-year-
-old retiree from Summer-
ville, South Carolina, is one
of those enthusiasts. On
Saturday, he recorded the
exchange of the balloon
shootdown.

NORAD confirmed the
authenticity of the recor-
ding to The Associated
Press in a statement.

When Harrell got started
a few years ago, he said he
“bought the right kind of
scanner, put up, you know,

a decent antenna and a lot
of software to connect to
the scanner and just star-
ted listening.” He said the
scanner only cost about
$160 to get started.

On Saturday, he got a
call from a fellow enthu-
siast who said Huntress
was guiding F-22s in to hit
what the Pentagon has said
was a spy balloon and Chi-
na has insisted was a civi-
lian weather balloon.

“He says, get on the
scanner, man! Huntress
has been controlling the
F-22 Raptors, you know for
the balloon, they’re gonna
do it,” Harrell said. “So I
jump up, crank up every-
thing, and started listening
in.”

When Harrell heard the
pilots’ and controller’s voi-
ces, “I'was excited,” he said.
“I've listened to a lot of
other stuff — fighters prac-
ticing, intercept exercises,
and that’s cool, but when
I first turned the scanner
on and it went to my local
Huntress frequency, it was
pretty apparent: This was a
mission. Boom.” MDT/AP
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US forces returning to Phil
to counter China threats

JIM GOMEZ, SUBIC BAY

NCE-SECRET ammu-

nition bunkers and

barracks lay abando-

ned, empty and over-
run by weeds — vestiges of Ame-
rican firepower in what used
to be the United States’ largest
overseas naval base at Subic Bay
in the northern Philippines.

But that may change in the
near future.

The U.S. has been taking
steps to rebuild its military mi-
ght in the Philippines more than
30 years after the closure of its
large bases in the country and
reinforcing an arc of military
alliances in Asia in a starkly di-
fferent post-Cold War era when
the perceived new regional
threat is an increasingly bellige-
rent China.

On Feb. 2, the longtime allies
announced that rotating bat-
ches of American forces would
be granted access to four more
Philippine military camps aside
from five other local bases, whe-
re U.S.-funded constructions
have picked up pace to build
barracks, warehouses and other
buildings to accommodate a
yet-unspecified but expectedly
considerable number of visiting
troops under a 2014 defense
pact.

Manila-based political scien-
tist Andrea Chloe Wong said the
location of the Philippine camps
would give the U.S. military the

presence it would need to be a
“strong deterrent against Chi-
nese aggression” in the South
China Sea, where China, the Phi-
lippines and four other gover-
nments have had increasingly
tense territorial rifts — as well as
a potential Chinese invasion of
Taiwan, which Beijing views as
its own territory to be brought
under Chinese control, by force
if necessary.

Around the former U.S. Navy
base in Subic, now a bustling
commercial freeport and tou-
rism destination northwest of
Manila, news of the Philippine
government’s decision to allow
an expanded American military
presence rekindled memories of
an era when thousands of U.S.
sailors pumped money, life and
hope into the neighboring city of
Olongapo.

“Olongapo was like Las Vegas
then,” Filipino businessman AJ
Saliba told The Associated Press
in an interview in his foreign
currency exchange and mu-
sic shop along what used to be
Olongapo’s garish red-light strip.

“Noisy as early as noon with
neon lights turned on and the
Americans roaming around. Wo-
men were everywhere. Jeepney
drivers, tricycles, restaurants,
bars, hotels — everybody was
making money — so if they will
return, my God, you know, that’ll
be the best news,” he said.

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin said during his visit in

Manila last week that Washing-
ton was not trying to reestablish
permanent bases, but that the
agreement to broaden its mili-
tary presence under the Enhan-
ced Defense Cooperation Agree-
ment was “a big deal.”

Visiting American military
personnel could engage the Phi-
lippine military in larger joint
combat-readiness trainings,
provide help in responding rapi-
dly to disasters and press efforts
to help modernize Manila’s ar-
med forces, Austin and his Phi-
lippine counterpart Carlito Gal-
vez Jr. said.

“This is part of our effort to
modernize our alliance, and the-
se efforts are especially impor-
tant as the People’s Republic of
China continues to advance its
illegitimate claims in the West
Philippine Sea,” Austin said at a
news conference in Manila.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said the
U.S. military’s strengthening in
the region was escalating ten-
sions and risking peace and sta-
bility.

“Regional countries need to
remain vigilant and avoid being
coerced or used by the U.S.”
Mao told reporters Feb. 2 at a
briefing in Beijing.

Austin and Galvez did not
reveal the four new locations
where the Americans would be
granted access and allowed to
preposition weapons and other
equipment. The Philippine de-

ippines

fense chief said local officials,
where the Americans would stay;,
had to be consulted.

In November, then-Armed
Forces of the Philippines Chief
of Staff Lt. Gen. Bartolome Ba-
carro disclosed that the sites in-
cluded the strategic Subic Bay,
where the Navy base was once a
boon to the local economy. But
two senior Philippine officials
told the AP that Subic, where a
Philippine navy camp is located,
was not among the current list of
sites where Washington has sou-
ght access for its forces, although
they suggested that could chan-
ge as talks were continuing. The
two officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the is-
sue publicly.

Subic freeport administrator
Rolen Paulino said he has not
been notified by the government
that the former American naval
base has been designated as a
potential site for visiting U.S.
forces.

A renewed U.S. military pre-
sence at Subic, however, would
generate more jobs and raise
additional freeport revenues at
a crucial time when many Filipi-
nos and businesses are still stru-
ggling to recover from two years
of COVID-19 lockdowns and an
economic recession wrought by
coronavirus outbreaks, Paulino
said.

“l see them as tourists,” he
said of the U.S. forces whose

presence could boost economic
recovery.

About the size of Singapore,
the former American Navy base
at Subic with its deep harbors,
a ship repair yard and huge wa-
rehouses had been used to su-
pport the U.S. war effort in Viet-
nam in the 1960s and ‘70s. It was
shut down and transformed into
a commercial freeport and re-
creational complex in 1992 after
the Philippine Senate rejected
an extension of U.S. lease.

Avyear earlier, the U.S. Air For-
ce withdrew from Clark Air Base
near Subic after nearby Mount
Pinatubo roared back to life
in the second-largest volcanic
eruption of the 20th century and
belched ash on the air base and
outlying regions.

The American flag was lowe-
red for the final time and the last
batch of American sailors left
Subic in November 1992, ending
nearly a century of American
military presence in the Phili-
ppines that began in 1898 when
the U.S. seized the archipelago
in a new colonial era after Spain
held the Southeast Asian nation
as a colony for more than three
centuries. Washington granted
independence on July 4, 1946,
but maintained military bases
and facilities, including Subic.

China’s seizure in the mid-
-1990s of Mischief Reef, a coral
outcrop within the exclusive
economic zone of the Philippi-
nes that extends into the South
China Sea, “provided the first
hint that the allies may have
been too quick to downgrade
their relationship,” said Greg
Poling, director of the Asia Ma-
ritime Transparency Initiative
at the Washington, D.C.-based
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies.

The Philippine Constitution
prohibits permanent basing of
foreign troops in the country
and their involvement in local
combat but allows temporary
visits by foreign troops under
security pacts such as the 2014
Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement and a 1998 Visiting
Forces Agreement.

The 1998 agreement allowed
a large number of American for-
ces to be deployed in the sou-
thern Philippines to help provi-
de combat training and intelli-
gence to Filipino forces battling
the then-al Qaida-linked Abu
Sayyaf group, which was blamed
for deadly bombings and mass
kidnappings for ransom, inclu-
ding three Americans — one of
whom was beheaded and ano-
ther shot and killed in a Phili-
ppine army rescue. The third
survived.

There is still, however, do-
mestic opposition to a U.S. pre-
sence in the Philippines, which
left-wing groups have criticized
as neo-colonialism, reinforced
by the 2014 killing of a Filipina
transgender woman by a U.S.
Marine, Wong said. MDT/AP
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Turkey, Syria qua
9,500; deadliestin decade \

MEHMET GUZEL,
GAZIANTEP, TURKEY

HINLY stretched

rescue teams

worked throu-

gh the night in
Turkey and Syria, pulling
more bodies from the ru-
bble of thousands of bui-
Idings toppled by a catas-
trophic earthquake. The
death toll rose Wednesday
to more than 9,500, making
the quake the deadliest in
more than a decade.

That makes it the dea-
dliest since a 2011 earth-
quake in Japan triggered
a tsunami, killing nearly
20,000 people.

Amid calls for the gover-
nment to send more help
to the disaster zone, Pre-
sident Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan was to travel to town
of Pazarcik, the epicenter
of the quake, and to the
worst-hit province of Ha-
tay yesterday.

Turkey now has some
60,000 aid personnel in the
quake-hit zone, but with
the devastation so wides-
pread many are still wai-
ting for help.

Nearly two days af-
ter the magnitude 7.8
quake struck southeastern
Turkey and northern Syria,
rescuers pulled a 3-year-
-old boy, Arif Kaan, from
beneath the rubble of a
collapsed apartment bui-
Iding in Kahramanmaras,
a city not far from the epi-
center.

With the boy’s lower
body trapped under slabs
of concrete and twisted
rebar, emergency crews
lay a blanket over his tor-

so to protect him from
below-freezing tempera-
tures as they carefully cut
the debris away from him,
mindful of the possibili-
ty of triggering another
collapse.

The boy’s father, Ertu-
grul Kisi, who himself had
been rescued earlier, so-
bbed as his son was pul-
led free and loaded into an
ambulance.

“For now, the name of
hope in Kahramanmaras is
Arif Kaan,” a Turkish tele-
vision reporter proclaimed
as the dramatic rescue was
broadcast to the country.

A few hours later, res-
cuers pulled 10-year-old
Betul Edis from the rubble
of her home in the city of
Adiyaman. Amid applause
from onlookers, her grand-
father kissed her and spoke
softly to her as she was loa-
ded on an ambulance.

But such stories were
few more than two days
after Monday’s pre-dawn
earthquake, which hit a
huge area and brought
down thousands of buil-
dings, with frigid tempe-
ratures and ongoing after-
shocks complicating res-
cue efforts.

Search teams from more
than two dozen countries
joined the Turkish emer-
gency personnel, and aid
pledges poured in.

But with devastation
spread multiple several
cities and towns — some
isolated by Syria’s ongoing
conflict — voices crying
from within mounds of ru-
bble fell silent, and despair
grew from those still wai-
ting for help.

In Syria, the shaking
toppled thousands of bui-
ldings and heaped more
misery on a region wra-
cked by the country’s 12-
year civil war and refugee
crisis.

On Monday afternoon
in a northwestern Syrian
town, residents found a
crying newborn still con-
nected by the umbilical
cord to her deceased mo-
ther. The baby was the only
member of her family to
survive a building collapse
in the small town of Jinde-
ris, relatives told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Turkey is home to
millions of refugees from
the war. The affected area
in Syria is divided between
government-controlled
territory and the country’s
last opposition-held en-
clave, where millions rely
on humanitarian aid.

As many as 23 million
people could be affected in
the quake-hit region, ac-
cording to Adelheid Mars-
chang, a senior emergen-
cies officer with the World
Health Organization, who
called it a “crisis on top of
multiple crises.”

Many  survivors in
Turkey have had to sleep in
cars, outside or in govern-
ment shelters.

“We don’t have a tent,
we don’'t have a heating
stove, we don’'t have any-
thing. Our children are in
bad shape. We are all ge-
tting wet under the rain
and our kids are out in the
cold,” Aysan Kurt, 27, told
the AP. “We did not die
from hunger or the earth-
quake, but we will die free-

zing from the cold.”

Erdogan said 13 million
of the country’s 85 million
people were affected,
and he declared a state of
emergency in 10 provin-
ces. More than 8,000 peo-
ple have been pulled from
the debris in Turkey, and
some 380,000 have taken
refuge in government shel-
ters or hotels, authorities
said.

In Syria, aid efforts have
been hampered by the on-
going war and the isolation
of the rebel-held region
along the border, which is
surrounded by Russia-ba-
cked government forces.
Syria itself is an internatio-
nal pariah under Western
sanctions linked to the
war.

The United Nations said
it was “exploring all ave-
nues” to get supplies to the
rebel-held northwest.

In addition to the thou-

sands killed in Turkey,
another 37,011 have been
injured.

The death toll in gover-
nment-held areas of Syria
has climbed to 812, with
some 1,400 injured, accor-
ding to the Health Minis-
try. At least 1,020 people
have died in the rebel-held
northwest, according to
volunteer first responders
known as the White Hel-
mets, with more than 2,300
injured.

The region sits on top of
major fault lines and is fre-
quently shaken by earth-
quakes. Some 18,000 were
killed in similarly power-
ful earthquakes that hit
northwest Turkey in 1999.
MDT/AP
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this day in history @
1950 McCARTHY LAUNCHES
ANTI-RED CRUSADE

United States Senator Joe McCarthy has accused
more than 200 staff in the State Department of being
members of the Communist Party.

He made the startling allegation in a public speechin
Wheeling, West Virginia, saying the State Department
was infested with communists and brandished a sheet
of paper which purportedly contained the traitors' na-
mes.

Senator McCarthy told the Ohio county women's Re-
publican Club that Secretary of State Dean Acheson
knew the names of 205 people who were in his words
still "working in and shaping the policy of the State De-
partment”.

His comments brought animmediate denial from Lin-
coln White, press officer at the State Department.

Mr White said: "If he is correctly quoted, his allegation
thatthe Secretary of State has alist of 205 Communist
Party members who are working and shaping policy in
the State Department is entirely without foundation.

"We know of no Communist Party membersinthe de-
partment and if we find any they will be summarily dis-
missed. We did not furnish Senator McCarthy with any
such list and we would be interested in seeing his list.”

Senator McCarthy has made his claims against a ba-
ckground of growing anti-Communist feeling.

Alger Hiss, a former senior public servant, was con-
victed andjailed last month of perjury after being accu-
sed of being an accomplice to a self-confessed former
member of an underground Communist network.

Senator McCarthy's speech also coincides with the
collapse of the Kuomintang regime in China and the es-
tablishment there of a Communist government, adding
to American fears about the global spread of Commu-
nism.

Mr McCarthy was defeated for the Republican nomi-
nation for the Senate in 1944 but two years later was
able to win the Republication nomination away from
veteran Senator, Robert La Follette.

In the election he beat his Democrat opponent after
a campaign of continuous misrepresentation of Pro-
fessor Howard McMurray as a Communist sympathiser.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Two days after this initial outburst, Senator Joe McCa-
rthy wrote to President Harry Truman saying he had
been able to compile a list of 57 Communists.

On 20 February he delivered a six hour speech to
Congress in which he referred to 81 individuals - not by
name but nevertheless identifiable - who he said were
members of the Communist Party or loyal to it.

By the time aninvestigating sub-committee was set
up tolookinto his claims, his list of commmunists had
dwindled to 10 names. He named Dr Owen Lattimore
as "the top Russian espionage agent”.

His claims were not substantiated, but many lost their
jobs or reputations. He used a combination of intimida-
tion and hearsay evidence to browbeat the accused.
His Communist witch-hunt did win him popular sup-
port. Atits height, 25 states passed legislation outlaw-
ing communist organisations.

The convictionin March 1951 of Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg for passing atomic secrets to the Russians
also helped fuel his campaign.

His downfall came when he turned his attentions to the
US Army. His methods were finally exposed to the pub-
lic during a televised cross-examination of army per-
sonnel following further unsubstantiated allegations.

In 1954 he was censured by the Senate committee.
His health declined through heavy drinking and he died
in1957.
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/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19 /'! Apr. 20-May. 20 SPOT, CHIEF, CARETO JOI N BUTI T ESTABLISHMENT YOU TOOK,
Your charm and generosity Do your job and then spend ME THERE FOR LUNCH TOW'? WILL ME TO’ } HAD TO EAT MY MEAL
will bring new friends and  some time with family; you’ll be PASS >~ { WITH A PLASTIC SPOKK!
romantic opportunities. You’ll  glad you did. You won’t get the Y "

communicate easily and develop
new friendships.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Chronic health problems are likely
to surface if you are keeping your
problems locked up inside. Your
boss may be pushy. Take care of
matters involving institutions or
government agencies.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

This might not be a day for hasty
decisions. Take time to relax.
Stress and pressure at home may
have worn you ragged. Be wary
of those who have overly strong
convictions.

GEMINI

LEO

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22
You will have a greater

involvement in groups; however,
they may not be to your advantage.
Take care of any dealings with
government agencies.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Hard work will bring rewards.
The locks, stove, gas, or electric
wires may not be secure. Your
involvement in interest groups
may bring you popularity.

@ Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Peers may not be on your side.
Your mind may not be on the
job. Make sure that you make
reservations early. Take some
time out.

AQUARIUS

CROSSWORDS

reaction you want from vyour
mate today.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Friends or groups that you’re
affiliated with may want you to
contribute more cash than you
can really afford. You can help
sort out problems that friends are
facing

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

This may not be the day to get
involved in risky joint financial
ventures. Plan to do things

CANCER

VIRGO

with your faithful pet or with
youngsters who have interesting
hobbies.

SCORPIO

3=k,

Y/ oc.23Nov.21
It’s time to get yourself back on
track. Put your efforts into making
constructive  improvements  to
your environment and to your
state of mind.

@ CAPRICORN
/" Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Make your intentions perfectly
clear and find out exactly what is
expected of you. You can make
wonderful contributions to any
organization that you join.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

You’ll have great insight. Hard
work will not go unnoticed.
Don’t let coworkers get wind of
your ideas or they might try to
take credit for your hard work.
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MIN MAX CONDITION
=2 0 snow
-13 -1 cloudy

8 14 overcast
10 14 cloudy
11 18 overcast
18 23 overcast
4 12 overcast
21 28 cloudy
6 12 rain
-20 -2 cloudy
5 6 rain

4 7 rain

7 10 rain
16 22 cloudy
5 8 rain
17 19 cloudy
=5 =il snow
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-1 9 cloudy
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1- Mentor; 5- ___ evil..; 10- Full of unresolved questions; 14- Not “fer";
15- Absolute; 16- At hand; 17- Airline to Tel Aviv; 18- Scope; 19- Speaker of
Cooperstown; 20- Disinfectant brand; 22- Make larger; 24- Composed; 27- Go sky-
high; 28- Little-used road; 32- Nobelist Bohr; 35- Monetary unit of Japan; 36- Legal
right; 38-Inagreement; 40- Hammer or sickle; 42- Destroy by immersion; 44- Pitfall;
45- Register as a participant; 47- Fool; 49- Just make, with "out"; 50- Penultimate
round; 52- One who takes a test; 54- Capital of Norway; 56- Word of comparison;
57-Pertaining to fire; 60- Like Fran Drescher's voice; 64- Leaf with Sanscrit writing?;
65- Garden figure; 68- Hourly rate; 69- Bound; 70- Summits; 71- Stravinsky ballet;
72-Bamboo stem; 73- Food and water; 74~ Indian exercise method;

1- Scottish Celt; 2- Unattractive; 3- Narrow inlets; 4- Unbolt; 5- Big ___,
Calif.; 6- JFK posting: 7- Sicilian volcano; 8- Old Ethiopian emperor; 9- Portland's
place; 10- Concern; 11- Frond plant; 12-
___accompli; 13- Decade divs.; 21- Hog
fat; 23- Mother of Hermes; 25- Nobleman;
26- New Zealand aboriginal; 28- Unit
of computer memory; 29- Ages; 30-
Benjamin; 31-Partof LED; 33- "Arabesque”
actress; 34- Plumber's tool; 37- Between,
old-style; 39- Piece of fencing?; 41- Pulpy
summer refreshment; 43- Flood survivor;
46- Ascend; 48- Counterfeiter catcher;
51- Mantra; 53- Sort of; 55- Prevention
dose; 57- Hip bones; 58- Secluded spot;
59- A bit; 61- Pudding ingredient; 62-
Wide-eyed; 63- Actress Olin; 64- Non-Rx;
66- Kind of school; 67- Lion tail?;

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

It's prime time to

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

.Q'-I
Manhattan

HKD 18,000/mth 3 beds 2 bath

Lun Vo

HKD 4,800,000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 — Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922

28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
50 888 88

2 beds 1 bath

Buckingham
HKD 8,590,000 2

bed 1 bath
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SUPER BOWL GAMBLING SURGING
AS STATES LEGALIZE IT? YOU BET

WAYNE PARRY,
ATLANTIC CITY (N.J.)

S legal sports gambling

proliferates, the number of
Americans betting on the Su-
per Bowl and the total amount
they’re wagering is surging —
although most of the action is
still off the books.

An estimated 1 in 5 Ameri-
can adults will make some sort
of bet, laying out a whopping
$16 billion, or twice as much
as last year, according to an in-
dustry trade group.

Even as legal gambling has
spread to two-thirds of U.S.
states, independent analysts
say only about $1 billion of the
total being wagered on Sun-
day’s game will happen throu-
gh casinos, racetracks or com-

panies such as FanDuel and
DraftKings, whose ads have be-
come ubiquitous during spor-
ting events.

The vast majority of people,
in other words, are still betting
with friends and family, partici-
pating in office pools or taking
their chances with a bookie.

More than 50 million Ameri-
can adults are expected to bet
on the national championship
game between the Philadel-
phia Eagles and the Kansas
City Chiefs, according to the
American Gaming Association,
whose estimates are based on
a nationwide online survey of
2,199 adults. That’s an increase
of 61% from last year.

Experts in addiction say
aggressive advertising is con-
tributing to a rise in problem

gambling.

“As sports betting expands,
the risk of gambling problems
expands,” said Keith Whyte,
executive director of the Natio-
nal Council on Problem Gam-
bling.

Thirty-three states, plus
Washington, D.C., now offer
legal sports betting, and more
than half of all American adults
live in one of those markets.

“Every year, the Super Bowl
serves to highlight the benefi-
ts of legal sports betting,” said
Bill Miller, the gambling asso-
ciation’s president and CEO.
“Bettors are transitioning to
the protections of the regulated
market ... and legal operators
are driving needed tax revenue
to states across the country.”

But legal sports betting still

represents just a small piece of
the pie.

Eilers & Krejcik Gaming Re-
search, an independent analy-
tics firm in California, esti-
mates that just over $1 billion
of this year’s Super Bowl bets
will be made legally. The lea-
ding states are: Nevada ($155

million); New York ($111
million); Pennsylvania ($91
million); Ohio ($85 million)

and New Jersey ($84 million.)
The research firm estimates
10% to 15% of that total would
be wagered live after the game
begins. Another 15% to 20%
would come in the form of sa-
me-game parlays, or a com-
bination of bets involving the
same game, such as betting
on the winner, the total points
scored and how many passing

yards Eagles quarterback Jalen
Hurts will accumulate.

Aslegal sports betting grows,
so too has concern about its ef-
fect on people with gambling
problems.

The National Council on
Problem Gambling has con-
ducted nationwide surveys
since 2018, when New Jersey
won a U.S. Supreme Court
case clearing the way for all 50
states to offer legal sports be-
tting. They ask questions like,
“Do you ever borrow money to
gamble?”

Between 2018 and 2021,
the number of people whose
answers indicated they were at
risk of a gambling problem in-
creased by 30%, said Whyte, the
council’s executive director.

He added that the Super
Bowl presents an opportuni-
ty to see how well responsible
gambling messaging and cam-
paigns by sports books and
professional sports leagues are
working.

Yesterday [Macau time],
New Jersey gambling regula-
tors unveiled new requiremen-
ts for sports books to analyze
the data they collect about
their customers to look for evi-
dence of problem gambling,
and to take various steps to in-
tervene with these customers
when warranted.

“It is no coincidence that
our announcement comes
just a week ahead of one of
the biggest days in sports wa-
gering, serving as a reminder
of how devastating a gam-
bling addiction can be,” New
Jersey Attorney General Mat-
thew Platkin said.

As of Tuesday, the Eagles
were 1.5-point favorites over
the Chiefs on FanDuel, the offi-
cial odds provider to The Asso-
ciated Press. Bettors are evenly
split on who will win the game,
according to the gaming indus-
try association. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Melco achieves high standard of Occupational

Safety and Health culture in 2022

Galaxy wins IGA’s Sustainability Award

GEG won the 'Sustainabi-
lity Award' and was com-

MELCO OCCUPRTIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH EVENT 2022 .

—

In alignment with the La-
bour Affairs Bureau (DSAL),
Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment has achieved a 99.5%
completion rate in the go-
vernment organized Hotel
and Catering Safety Card
Training Program with the

=

aim to strengthen safety
awareness of employees
across the industry.

Melco also achieved a re-
duction in the rate of em-
ployee injury frequency year
onyear.

In 2022, Melco continued

its efforts in promoting Oc-
cupational Safety and Health
(OSH) across its properties
through 300 internal training
sessions and activities for
over 12,000 colleague parti-
cipants, the gaming operator
said in a statement.

David Sisk, CEO — Macau
Resorts of Melco, said, "The
safety of our colleagues,
guests and contractors is of
paramount importance. [...]
We are pleased that our tar-
getedimplementation of the
OSH promotion and aware-
ness activities in alignment
with the DSAL were warmly
received and supported by
our colleagues.”

Entertainment

Galaxy
Group was recognized at
the prestigious Internatio-
nal Gaming Awards (IGA)
for 13 consecutive years.

The IGA award presen-

tation ceremony was held
in London at the interna-
tionally recognized Savoy
Hotel and is regarded as
the "Oscars" of the ga-
ming industry. This year,

mended by the judges for
its “"strong commitment
to contributing to and for
building a sustainable fu-
ture for the communities
in which it operates and for
future generations.”

Francis Lui, vice chairman
of GEG, said, "We are ho-
noured to be once again
recognized by the IGA and
winning the prestigious
‘Sustainability Award'. [...]
GEG is firmly committed
to operate a responsib-
le business, integrating
environmental and social
factors into our strategic
decisions and operational
processes."
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Man City case could join list
of soccer’s biggest scandals

ANCHESTER

City is not the

first high-pro-

file soccer
club to be caught up in a
scandal.

The Premier League has
accused City of breaching
a host of financial regula-
tions, and the club could
face a range of punishmen-
ts including a fine or a de-
duction of points.

As City mounts its de-
fense, MDT takes a look at
scandals that hit have Euro-
pe’s leading leagues.

FRANCE

Marseille was the domi-
nant club in France and a
rising force in Europe under
flamboyant club president
Bernard Tapie.

Marseille was playing
Valenciennes in the league
just six days before facing
AC Milan in the European
Cup final, and three Valen-
ciennes were approached
with bribes to throw the
game. Tapie was convicted
of rigging the match and la-
ter jailed.

On May 20, 1993, defen-
der Jacques Glassmann,
forward Christophe Robert
and winger Jorge Burrucha-
ga were asked via middle-
man Jean-Jacques Eydelie
— a former midfielder — to
g0 easy.

Robert, who went off
early in the game, and Bur-
ruchaga, a World Cup win-
ner with Argentina in 1986,
accepted the money:.

Glassmann refused and
then blew the whistle on the
plot. He was awarded the
1995 FIFA Fair Play Award.

Marseille beat Valen-
ciennes and downed giant
Milan 1-0 with a header
from defender Basile Boli.
Marseille remains the only
French team to win the
competition.

Prosecutors charged
Eydelie, who confessed to
arranging the phone con-
versation between Marseil-
le general manager Jean-
-Pierre Berneés and the three
players.

Robert’s wife, meanwhi-
le, was charged with cons-
piracy after an envelope
containing 250,000 francs
(then about $43,000) was
dug up from a back garden.

Marseille kept its Cham-
pions League title but
wasn't allowed to defend it.

Manchester City’s problems mount for manager Pep Guardiola

Marseille was stripped of its
French league title, having
won the previous four in a
dominant era, and demo-
ted to the second division.
Tapie, who died in 2021,
was ordered to stand down
and in 1997 he started an ei-
ght-month prison term.
Eydelie, Burruchaga, Ro-
bert were also sentenced to
jail terms in a corruption
scandal that sent shockwa-
ves through French soccer.
The club did not win the
league again until 2010.

UEFA

European soccer’s go-
verning body has a hit-an-
d-miss record punishing
clubs suspected of chea-
ting.

Clubs alleged to have
fixed games for betting
scams in the Champions
League qualifying rounds
and the Europa League
have been banned from
UEFA competitions for up
to 10 seasons.

In higher-profile cases,
Anderlecht and Manches-
ter City won at the Court
of Arbitration for Sport to
overturn European bans of
one and two seasons, res-
pectively. City’'s case was
regarding “Financial Fair
Play” rules.

Anderlecht advanced to
the 1984 UEFA Cup final by
beating Nottingham Forest
3-0 after a two-goal loss in
the first leg. In Brussels,
a penalty awarded to An-
derlecht and a disallowed
stoppage-time goal for Fo-
rest raised suspicions.

In 1997, Belgian media
and legal cases revealed
Anderlecht’s president ad-
mitted paying the Spanish

referee — who had since
died in a car crash — 13
years earlier.

UEFAs executive com-
mittee imposed a one-sea-
son ban from European
competitions. Anderlecht
won its appeal in 1998
when CAS ruled UEFA did
not follow its proper judi-
cial process.

ITALY

Juventus again finds it-
self mired in scandal 17
years after one of the club’s
darkest moments.

The storied Italian club
was hit last month with a
15-point penalty deduc-
tion for false accounting,
while several of its former
directors were handed bans
from soccer activities. For-
mer president Andrea Ag-
nelli was banned for two
years.

Agnelli and the enti-
re board of directors had
resigned in November
following an investigation
by Turin prosecutors.

At the start of the pan-
demic, Juventus said 23
players agreed to reduce
their salary for four mon-
ths to help the club through
the crisis. But prosecutors
claim the players gave up
only one month'’s salary.

The move comes 17
years after the “Calciopoli”
refereeing scandal that saw
Juventus, a record 36-time
Italian champion, demo-
ted to Serie B and stripped
of two Serie A titles. There
were also points penalties
for other clubs, including
AC Milan and Lazio.

Italy great Paolo Rossi
was banned for two years
for his involvement in the

1980 betting scandal known
as “Totonero” while he was
at Perugia.

Rossi, who always pro-
fessed his innocence, was
bought by Juventus in 1981
and returned from his sus-
pension at the end of the
1981-82 season — just in

There he scored a hat
trick against Brazil, two
against Poland in the semi-
final and the opening goal
against West Germany to
help Italy win the final.

Rossi was named player
of the tournament and he
also went on to win the
Ballon d’Or that year.

SPAIN

In 2019, more than 40
people were accused of
fixing the Spanish league
game between Levante and
Zaragoza at the end of the
2010-11 season. Among
those acquitted was former
México coach Javier Aguir-
re, who now is with Mallor-
ca. Two former Zaragoza
officials were convicted of
fraud and given a 15-month
prison sentence.

A year later, a former di-
rector of Spanish club Osa-
suna said the team made
payments to fix Spanish
league results. The pay-
ments were allegedly made
to try to keep Osasuna in
the first division both in
2012-13 and 2013-14.

GERMANY

A soccer scandal in the
shadow of the Cold War
shook up the Bundesliga in

worst-ever seasons by any
top-division team.

West German club Her-
tha Berlin had a problem.
Players didn't want to sign
for a club based in West
Berlin, half of a divided city
that was surrounded by
communist-run East Ger-
many. Hertha solved that
problem with secret extra
payments to players and
was relegated as punish-
ment — though allegations
persist that other clubs had
similar schemes that went
unpunished.

Political pressure for
West Berlin to be represen-
ted in the Bundesliga led to
woefully unprepared Tas-
mania Berlin being given
a place just before the new
season began. Tasmania
scored just 15 goals all sea-
son, conceded 108 and held
one game at the Olympias-
tadion with just 827 fans,
meaning the huge arena
was about 1% full.

Germany’s biggest scan-
dal in the last decade came
when Bayern Munich presi-
dent Uli Hoeness was sen-
tenced to prison for large-s-
cale tax evasion in 2014. He
was re-elected as Bayern
president in 2016 following
his release. MDT/AP
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I e s Asia will for the first time use half of the world’s electricity by 2025, By contrast, Africa — home to almost a fifth of world’s nearly 8
even as Africa continues to consume far less than its share of the glo-  billion inhabitants — will account for just 3% of global electricity con-

&

bal population, according to a new forecast released yesterday by the
International Energy Agency.

Much of Asia’s electricity use will be in China, a nation of 1.4 billion
people whose share of global consumption will rise from a quarter in
2015 to a third by the middle of this decade, the Paris-based body said.

“China will be consuming more electricity than the European
Union, United States and India combined,” said Keisuke Sadamori,
the IEA’ director of energy markets and security.

sumption in 2025.

“This and the rapidly growing population mean there is still a massi-
ve need for increased electrification in Africa,” said Sadamori.

The IEAs annual report predicts that nuclear power and renewables
such as wind and solar will account for much of the growth in glo-
bal electricity supply over the coming three years. This will prevent a
significant rise in greenhouse gas emissions from the power sector,
it said.

CHINA'S ECONOMY AND
INVESTMENT IN 2023

AP PHOTO
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Based on the assumption that by the end of
Q1 2023, the zero-covid policy would be pha-
sed out in China, several relevant international
banking groups (Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan,
Morgan Stanley, Bank of America, Credit Suisse,

SriLanka's president

) yesterday appealed for
DeL.ltsche Bank, HSBC) havg made economic patience amid the country’s
projections for 2023. The Chinese government worst economic crisis but
has anticipated this, and despite the forecast promised brighter times

ahead. President Ranil
Wickremesinghe (left)
saidina policy speech
afterinauguratinganew
parliamentary session
that he had been forced to
make unpopular decisions
to salvage the country's
finances, includingby
implementing measures such
as higher taxes.

of three successive waves of infection, the ins-
tructions are for economic activity to return to
normal, including workers with covid to resume
in-person work.

What consequences will this expedited sche-
dule have on the recovery of the Chinese eco-
nomy in 20232 According to a report issued at
the end of September 2022, J.P. Morgan Asset
Management forecasts that China’s GDP grow-
th will reach 5.4% in 2023. Other international
financial institutions may make similarly opti-
mistic forecasts regarding the evolution of the
Chinese economy after the ongoing waves of
infections. This would help offset the economic :
slowdown and recession in the US and Europe. Chunks of ice break off the Perito Moreno Glacier, in Lake Argentina (2016)
But we are doubtful that there are grounds for y
optimism. Here, we shall analyze the issues re- USA President Joe Biden
garding investment. exhorted Congress towork

The main driver of investment in China, the with himto “finish the job”
real estate sector (for decades responsible for of rebuilding the economy
>25% of GDP), remains oversaturated. There is anq uniting the nation as h?

. delivered a State of the Union
a large mismatch between the demand for ho- address aimed at reassuring a
mes to live in (550-750 million sqm/year) and country beset by pessirmism
the present annual supply of 1,240 million sqm and fraught political divisions.
(coming from a peak of 1,730 million sqm in Inhis 73-minute speech,
June 2021) for residential purposes. In order to Biden sought to portray a
reach sustainable levels, construction will have nation dramatically improved
to continue to contract at the current pace for
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STUDY

15 MILLION PEOPLE
LIVE UNDER THREAT
OF GLACIAL FLOODS

fromthe one he took charge

another four to six quarters. That has been the

policy of the Chinese government. Will it keep
it up knowing that it slows economic growth in
the short term?

The outlook for infrastructure investment is
notlooking good either. Provincial governments

are under budgetary pressure due to declining

revenues from land sales. Many local govern-
ment finance vehicles (LGFVs) — the main me-
chanisms for executing infrastructure projects
—are in the midst of a credit crunch, and defaul-

ts are expected in 2023. The central government

has been pressuring provincial governments
for additional infrastructure investments, from
projects already approved by the central gover-

nment. These constraints do not bode well for

growth in this investment segment.
Finally, private sector investment is expected

to falter, partly due to the problems created by

the waves of covid infections, and partly due to
uncertainty stemming from the government’s

posture toward the role of the private sector

vs. public companies, recent restrictions in the
technology sectors, and “common prosperity”
policies. Exporting firms are expected to decrea-
se their propensity for new investment, given
the decline in international trade (from 5.5% in
2022 to between approximately 1.2% and 3.8%
in 2023, according to the IMF).

There has also been a credit crunch in banks

as a result of the pressure for better loan risk

analysis.
In the pre-pandemic years, investment con-

tributed between 2 and 4 percentage points per
year to China’s GDP growth. By 2023, it is not

likely to return to these figures.

linkedin.com/in/jorgecostaoliveira

S glaciers melt and

pour massive amoun-
ts of water into nearby
lakes, 15 million people
across the globe live un-
der the threat of a sudden
and deadly outburst flood,
a new study finds.

More than half of tho-
se living in the shadow of
the disaster called glacial
lake outburst floods are in
just four countries: India,
Pakistan, Peru and China,
according to a study in
Tuesday’s Nature Com-
munications.

A second study, awai-
ting publication in a peer-
-reviewed journal, catalo-
gs more than 150 glacial
flood outbursts in history
and recent times.

It’s a threat Americans
and Europeans rarely
think about, but 1 million
people live within just 6
miles of potentially uns-
table glacial-fed lakes, the
study calculated.

One of the more devas-
tating floods was in Peruin
1941 and it killed between
1,800 and 6,000 people. A
2020 glacial lake outburst
flood in British Columbia,
Canada, caused a tsuna-
mi of water about 330 feet
(100 meters) high, but no

one was hurt.

A 2017 glacial outburst
flood in Nepal, triggered
by a landslide, was cap-
tured on video by Ger-
man climbers. Alaska’s
Mendenhall glacier has
had annual small glacial
outburst floods in what
the National Weather Ser-
vice calls “suicide basin,”
since 2011, according to
study lead author Caroli-
ne Taylor, a researcher at
Newcastle University in
the United Kingdom.

Heavy rains and a gla-
cial lake outburst flood
combined in 2013 in India
to kill thousands of peo-
ple. A 2021 deadly flood
in India that was initially
attributed to a glacial lake
outburst wasn’t caused by
one, studies later found.

Scientists say so far it
doesn’t seem like climate
change has made those
floods more frequent, but
as glaciers shrink with
warming, the amount of
water in the lakes grows,
making them more dan-
gerous in those rare situa-
tions when dams burst.

“We had glacier lake
outburst floods in the
past that have killed
many many thousands of

people in a single catas-
trophic flooding event,”
said study co-author Tom
Robinson, a disaster risk
scientist at the Universi-
ty of Canterbury in New
Zealand. “And with cli-
mate change glaciers are
melting so these lakes are
getting bigger, potentially
getting more unstable.”

Dan Shugar, a geos-
cientist at the Universi-
ty of Calgary who wasn’t
part of the two studies,
said much of the threat
depends simply on how
many people live in a gla-
cial flood zone.

“In a warming world
we certainly expect more
and larger glacial lakes,”
Shugar said in an email.
“But the threat that these
lakes might pose critically
depends on where people
are living and what their
vulnerabilities might be.”

Robinson said what’s
different about his study
is that it’s the first to look
at the climate, geography,
population, vulnerability
and all these factors to
get “a good overview of
where in the world is the
most dangerous places”
for all 1,089 glacial ba-
sins. MDT/AP
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of two years ago. "Folks, the
story of Americais a story of
progress and resilience. Of
always moving forward. Of
never, ever, giving up,” Biden
said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will visit
Britain early today [Macau
time], his first trip to the UK.
since Russia's invasion began
nearly a year ago and only his
second confirmed journey
outside Ukraine during the
war. The British government
says Zelenskyy willhold talks
with Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak, address Parliament
and meet with UK. military
chiefs.

Belgian police detained 25
people this week as part of
ahuman trafficking probe
targetingan alleged criminal
organization suspected of
sending Chinese women

to Europe andforcingthem
into prostitution, the federal
prosecutor’s office said.
Police raided 26 places
across Belgium, discovering
20allegedvictims, and one
suspectwas detainedin
Spain, the office said, with
raids also taking place inthe
Spanish cities of Alicante and
Barcelona.



