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New Zealand’s national 
carrier canceled dozens 
of flights yesterday as 
Aucklanders braced for 
a deluge from Cyclone 
Gabrielle, two weeks after 
a record-breaking storm 
swamped the nation’s 
largest city and killed four 
people. Air New Zealand 
said it was canceling all 
domestic flights to and 
from Auckland through 
midday tomorrow as well 
as many international 
flights.

USA President Joe Biden, 
hosting both Republican 
and Democratic 
governors for a black-
tie affair at the White 
House, raised his glass 
for a toast. Standing 
under a portrait of 
Abraham Lincoln, he told 
the people in the room 
to remember who they 
were. “We’re the United 
States of America. We 
can get big things done 
if we do it together.” 
“Cheers!” the crowd 
replied.

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau (pictured) 
said yesterday [Macau 
time] that on his order a 
U.S. fighter jet shot down 
an “unidentified object” 
that was flying high over 
the Yukon, acting a day 
after the U.S. took similar 
action over Alaska. North 
American Aerospace 
Defense Command 
detected the object 
flying at a high altitude 
Friday over Alaska, U.S. 
officials said. It crossed 
into Canadian airspace on 
Saturday.
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Bangkok a popular destination so far; flights to some 
Southeast Asian countries will resume next month
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Ho Iat Seng 
to make first 
official trip 
to Portugal

Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng will make his first 
official trip to Portugal 
since becoming the 
city’s top official. 
Although no official 
announcement has 
yet been made, the 
trip will likely be in 
April, according to 
Portuguese media 
outlet Plataforma. 
The same report 
confirmed the direct 
involvement of the 
President of Portugal, 
which means Ho Iat 
Seng will be received 
by Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa. This will 
be Ho Iat Seng’s first 
trip outside Greater 
China since he took 
office in December 
2019. Official foreign 
visits have been 
discouraged due 
to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

MGTO hosts 
trip for HK 
delegates 
to boost 
tourism

The local government 
has hosted a two-day 
familiarization trip for 
over 100 members of 
Hong Kong’s tourism 
office to boost visitors 
from the neighboring 
region after the 
complete end of 
Covid-19 related 
restrictions. The 
Macao Government 
Tourism Office 
(MGTO) has unfolded a 
promotional campaign 
with different special 
offers tailored for 
the Hong Kong 
market. Special offers 
on transportation 
tickets between Hong 
Kong and Macau are 
included, while brand-
new promotional 
videos have been 
released on online 
and offline platforms. 
The government has 
reserved a budget 
of MOP 650 million 
to increase visitor 
numbers, of which 
MOP 180 million is for 
targeted group tours.

Resumption of travel 
to SARs to boost 
China’s luxury 
goods market

Credit approval to SMEs 
down on 2H of 2022
RENATO MARQUES

THE number of newly 
approved credits to 

small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) dro-
pped in the second half 
(2H) of 2022, a statistic 
released by the Mone-
tary Authority of Macao 
(AMCM) has shown.

The new lending 
approved in the 2H tota-
led MOP7.5 billion, down 
0.5% from the first half 
(1H) of 2022. The collate-
ralized ratio also dropped 
13.6% from the last survey 
period to 55.1%. The colla-
teralized ratio indicates 
the proportion between 
the credit limit and the 
tangible assets pledged.

The larger share of total 
loans granted was related 
to the construction and 
public works industry sec-
tor (40.3%), followed by 
the wholesale and retail 
trade (15.3%).

For credit utilization, at 
end of 2022, the outstan-
ding balance of SME loans 

totaled MOP85.2 billion, 
up 1.4% from the end of 
June. 

Compared to the pre-
vious survey period, outs-
tanding SME loans to res-
taurants, hotels and simi-
lar grew 11.3%, followed 
by an increase also in the 
wholesale and retail tra-
de (5.9%). Moving in the 
opposite direction were 
the outstanding loans to 
transport, warehouse and 
communications, which 
decreased 4.0%. 

The utilization rate, de-
fined as the proportion of 
outstanding credit balan-

ce to the credit limit gran-
ted, rose 3.1% in 2H when 
compared to 1H, reaching 
81% at the end of last year.

Also decreasing in the 
2H was the outstanding 
balance of delinquent 
SME loans which registe-
red a drop of 19.4% from 
June 2022 to MOP560.6 
million. The delinquency 
ratio dropped 0.2% from 
the end of June 2022 to 
0.7% at the end of last 
year.

The delinquency ratio 
refers to the fraction of 
delinquent loans to total 
SME loans outstanding.

CHINA’S luxury goods 
market is expected to 

grow to 816 billion yuan by 
2025, or approximately 25 
percent of the global total, 
said a report from PwC China 
last week.

The Asia-Pacific region has 
become an important growth 
engine for the global luxury 
goods market, and China, as a 
major driver, will continue to 
unleash its potential, accor-
ding to the Chinese mainland 
and Hong Kong luxury indus-
try analysis report.

Offshore duty-free sho-
pping in the southern Chine-
se island province of Hainan 
has boosted the country’s 
burgeoning luxury goods 

market, with offshore du-
ty-free shopping in Hainan 
accounting for about 13 per-
cent of Chinese consumer 
spending on luxuries in 2021, 
raking in 49.5 billion yuan, the 
report stated.

As the Chinese mainland 
has fully resumed normal tra-
vel to and from Hong Kong 
and Macau, luxury consump-
tion in Hong Kong will gra-
dually embrace a rebound, it 
said.

“China’s luxury market is 
rapidly recovering from the 
pandemic with greater stren-
gth, resilience and flexibili-
ty,” said Steven Zhong, ESG 
Strategy Lead Partner at PwC 
China.  MDT/XINHUA 

TRAVEL 

Bangkok a popular destination 
among residents following 
flight resumption
BANGKOK has become a popular 

destination for residents after the 
launch of Air Macau’s international 
flights as the city drops its zero-Covid 
policy of nearly three years.

According to the local carrier, its 
flights to Tokyo, Hanoi, Seoul and 
Taipei have topped the list of popular 
destinations with about 31% to 83% of 
flight occupancy from Jan. 7 to Feb. 8.

Next month, Air Macau plans to 
increase flights to these five desti-
nations, resume flights to destina-
tions such as Osaka, Kaohsiung and 
Da Nang, and add Singapore as a 
destination at the same time.

It is also slated to add new interna-
tional destinations this year.

Civil Aviation Authority data 
shows that during the Lunar New 
Year, the total passenger volume of 
Macau International Airport excee-
ded 76,000, returning to about 31% 

of that before the pandemic.
Several international routes be-

tween Macau and Southeast Asian 
regions including the Philippines, 
Chiang Mai and Da Nang are ex-

pected to commence as early as 
next month as the government 
has earlier announced the appro-
val of some airlines that will ope-
rate flights between the regions.

The city’s tourism bureau is gea-
ring up for physical promotional 
activities in international markets, 
including roadshows, presenta-
tion seminars, and familiarization 
trips in preparation for the return 
of international tourism.

The government will follow a 
strategy based on the Southeast 
Asian countries that have direct fli-
ghts to Macau to promote an airfa-
re-based subsidy to attract visitors 
from those countries.  LV
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Gov’t finally inks agreement with 
PUMCH for Islands Hospital

DSPA work on food 
waste moving too 
slow: Lawmaker

CARITAS MACAU

Nearly MOP400,000 raised 
for Turkey-Syria earthquake

RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKER Wong Kit Cheng 
has accused the Environmental 

Protection Bureau (DSPA) of being 
too slow to address Macau’s food 
waste issue.

Wong made a spoken inquiry to 
the government during last Friday’s 
Legislative Assembly (AL) meeting.

While considering the govern-
ment’s previous promises, Wong 
said she feared this would be yet 
another issue in which the govern-
ment makes “a lot of investment for 
little effect.”

The lawmaker noted the gover-
nment collects about 400 tons of 
food waste annually. At about one 
ton daily, the figure is considered 
almost residual considering food 
waste accounts for around 40% of 
all waste collected.

Wong’s inquiry mostly concer-
ned the government’s food waste 
treatment center pilot project lau-
nched last year that has not been 

CARITAS Macau has 
reportedly received 

nearly MOP400,000 in 
cash donations over 
the past several days 
since it commenced 
an appeal for victims of 
last week’s Turkey-Syria 
earthquake.

The death toll from 
Monday’s quakes that 
hit southeastern Turkey 
and northern Syria 
stood at 33,179 yester-
day and was certain to 
rise as search teams lo-
cate more bodies in the 
rubble. Authorities said 
more than 92,600 other 
people were injured in 
the disaster. 

Several charitable 
organizations in Ma-
cau are currently par-
ticipating in the global 
action to raise funds 
and collect donations.

Without specifying 
the date, secretary ge-
neral of Caritas Macau 
Paul Pun said the as-
sociation is preparing 
to send the first batch 
of nearly MOP400,000, 
TDM has reported.

receiving enough waste to justify its 
operation and purpose.

The director of DSPA said the 
food waste treatment center is 
still being built, noting the current 
scale of waste collection has not 
reached the scale it will reach in 
the future, when the center shou-
ld receive around 150 tons of food 
waste daily.

According to the government, 
the center’s purpose is to collect 
and process food waste to produce 
fertile soil through composting as 
well as energy production resulting 
from the burning of biogas released 
during the food waste fermenta-
tion process.

Wong asked when the govern-
ment would expand the current pi-
lot project that collects food waste 
from only 166 small and medium-
-sized restaurants, which she noted 
was less than 10% of all food waste 
production. These food and beve-
rage and hotel industries total over 
2,500 establishments in Macau.

Pun has called on 
residents to donate 
cash to avoid logistics 
issue.

The fundraising 
event will continue for 
about three months, 
and the donations will 
be directed to Caritas 
Turkey or relevant or-
ganizations to purcha-
se materials and equi-
pment for the victims. 

Meanwhile, Pun 
also said that recently, 
many people from all 
walks of life have offe-
red to help fundraising, 
including advertising 
companies publishing 

free fundraising pro-
motions, shops placing 
fundraising boxes and 
schools holding fun-
draising activities.

Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
acknowledged earlier 
last week the initial 
response was hampe-
red by the extensive 
damage to roads and 
other infrastructure 
that made it difficult 
to reach some areas. 
He also said the wors-
t-affected area was 500 
kilometers in diame-
ter and was home to 
13.5 million people in 

Turkey.
That has meant res-

cue crews have had to 
pick and choose how 
and where to help.

Meanwhile, the dea-
th toll in Syria’s nor-
thwestern rebel-held 
region has reached 
2,166, according to the 
rescue worker group 
the White Helmets. 
The overall death toll in 
Syria stood at 3,553 on 
Saturday, though the 
1,387 deaths reported 
for government-held 
parts of the country 
hadn’t been updated in 
days. LV

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE government has 
signed an agreement 
with the Peking Union 
Medical College Hos-

pital (PUMCH) for the mana-
gement and operation of the 
Islands Medical Center.

The signing ceremony oc-
curred last Saturday in the pre-
sence of the Chief Executive, 
Ho Iat Seng.

The document is considered 
very important by members of 
the third standing committee 
of the Legislative Assembly, 
which is conducting a detai-
led analysis of the bill that will 
establish the legal grounds for 
the operation of the medical 
facility.

Last week, the lawmakers 
complained of there being too 
many questions over the opera-
tion of the medical facility lar-
gely because there was not yet 
a contract signed between the 

government and the manage-
ment entity (PUMCH) and the-
re was no available information 
about the document’s contents.

According to a statement 

from the Office of the Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, the agreement states the 
local government will initiate 
long-term cooperation with 

the PUMCH, for health care 
services, medical education, 
scientific studies and trans-
formation of the respective re-
sults and the health industry 

(big-health industry).
The same office also said 

that after the Islands Medical 
Center becomes operational, 
the PUMCH will manage the 
facility. It added the reputation, 
techniques, and management 
team of PUMCH has assured 
the local government that such 
a medical facility will reach “a 
regional to national level.”

Before the signing of the 
agreement, the Macau Hos-
pital Strategic Development 
Committee held its first ple-
nary meeting of 2023, chaired 
by Zhao Yupei, honorary presi-
dent of Peking Union Medical 
College Hospital and member 
of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences.

The meeting addressed ma-
tters noted by the lawmakers 
of the Third Standing Commi-
ttee of the AL, including clari-
fication of the responsibilities 
and competencies of all par-
ties involved.

It was also decided the com-
mittee should meet quarterly 
to discuss issues about the pre-
paratory works for the start of 
operations of the medical faci-
lity, the managerial regime cur-
rently being examined and the 
legal grounds for the facility’s 
operation.

FILE - A destroyed building in Antakya, southern Turkey, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023. 
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Hengqin regulations to boost the 
development of Macau’s non-
gaming industries: Experts

DSI receives over 
10,000 applications 
on the first week of 
extended service

Seoul lifts visa limits on short-
term travelers from China, 
testing for SARs remain

FROM last Tuesday 
(Feb. 7), when the 

Identification Services 
Bureau (DSI) extended 
its service hours to 9 
p.m. and to weekends, it 
has received over 10,000 
applications for docu-
ments and certificates, 
the DSI has said.

The figure includes 
applications lodged in-
-person at the service 
counters as well as via 
online channels.

At the moment, an 
appointment can still be 
made for lodging appli-
cation at China Plaza 
Building, while the next 
available appointment 
dates for lodging appli-
cations at the Govern-
ment Services Centres 

SOUTH Korea says it 
will remove the entry 

restrictions it placed on 
short-term travelers from 
China since the start of 
the year as officials see the 
Covid-19 situation in that 
country as stabilizing.

South Korea in early 
January stopped issuing 
most short-term visas at 
its consulates in China, 
citing concerns about a 
virus surge in the country 
and the potential for new 
mutations. China abruptly 
eased coronavirus restric-
tions in December, raising 
the prospect of millions of 
Chinese traveling abroad 
again for the first time in 
three years.

South Korea also re-

in Areia Preta and in the 
Islands are Feb. 26 and 
Feb. 23, respectively.

The extended service 
hours, which resulted 
from a rapid increase 
in demand, will be in 
effect until the end of 
March this year.

Citizens are welcome 
to make appointmen-
ts for counter services 
in the extended time in 
“Ticketing and Appoint-
ment for Counter Ser-
vice” in “Macao One 
Account” or on the DSI 
website (www.dsi.gov.
mo). On-site ticketing 
will not be provided, 
but citizens can collect 
documents without an 
appointment during 
that time. RM

quired all passengers 
from China, Hong Kong 
and Macau to submit 

proof of negative tests 
taken with 48 hours be-
fore their arrival and put 

them through tests again 
once they arrive.

Following an anti-vi-
rus meeting on Friday, 
the government decided 
to normalize short-term 
visa applications at its 
consulates in China from 
Saturday. The testing re-
quirements were maintai-
ned but officials say those 
steps could be relaxed 
later depending on virus 
developments.

While allowing the ex-
tension of existing visas, 
South Korea had stopped 
issuing most short-term 
visas at its consulates in 
China, except for essen-
tial government, diplo-
matic and business acti-
vities and humanitarian 
reasons.

The South Korean virus 
measures prompted Chi-
na to retaliate by suspen-
ding South Korean shor-
t-term visa applications, 
raising business concerns 
in a country that heavily 
depends on exports to 
China.  MDT/AP

T
HE regulations for pro-
moting the development 
of the Guangdong-Ma-
cao In-Depth Coopera-

tion Zone in Hengqin was relea-
sed on February 8.

Experts from Macau and Hong 
Kong said that the regulations 
will inject great impetus into the 
non-gaming industries of Ma-
cau and the development of new 
infrastructure will benefit both 
Hengqin and Macau in an inter-
view with GDToday.

Covering a total of eight chap-
ters and 66 articles, the regu-
lations focus on boosting the 
development of key industries, 
facilitating Macau residents’ live-
lihood, promoting the integrated 
development of Hengqin and 
Macau and ensuring legal protec-
tions.  

MACAU’S NON-GAMING
INDUSTRIES

The regulations detailed the 
supporting measures for key 
industries that will help Macau 
achieve an adequate level of 
economic diversification.

“Macau is at a crossroads to 
make an economic transforma-

tion. With the release of these re-
gulations, Hengqin will further 
extend its industrial chain, whi-
ch will in turn support Macau’s 
economic transformation and 
development,” said Liu Chen-
gkun, director of the Institute 
for Sustainable Development in 
Macau University of Science and 
Technology.

The key industries mentioned 
in the regulations, such as, sci-
-tech R&D, cultural and tourism, 
conventions and exhibitions, are 
very much in line with a strategy 
put forward by Macau.

According to the SAR’s policy 
address for the fiscal year of 2023, 
it will achieve economic diversifi-

cation by building Macau into a 
world tourism and leisure center 
and continuously advance the 
development of major industries 
of big health, modern finance, 
high technologies, conventions 
and exhibitions, as well as culture 
and sports.

The ultimate goal is to see that 
the non-gaming industries ac-
count for around 60 percent of 
Macau’s GDP and build a sustai-
nable industrial structure that fits 
Macau’s reality.

Liu stressed that the indus-
trial planning of the Cooperation 
Zone will expand development 
space and provide industrial ma-
tchmaking for Macau.

HEALTHY COMPETITION
Like Liu, another Macau expert 

also thinks that the regulations 
will invigorate the Cooperation 
Zone and the SAR.

There are two innovative me-
chanisms highlighted in the re-
gulations. One is to allow relevant 
institutions and individuals to 
bear no responsibilities if a re-
form failed, and the other is to es-
tablish long-term mechanism to 
delegate powers so that the Zone 
has the initiative to conduct re-
form and develop to the greatest 
extent.

“The regulations will have a 
‘catfish effect’, which means an 
innovative and high-efficient 
Cooperation Zone will make Ma-
cau review its own development, 
thereby make corresponding 
improvements,” said Tong Kai 
Chung, president of Macao Ins-
titute of Management and chair-
man of Macao Political Economy 
Research Association.

With greater autonomy, he be-
lieved that the Cooperation Zone 
will better shoulder the responsi-
bility of taking the lead in reform, 
opening-up, and innovation of 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-

cao Greater Bay Area or even the 
whole country. 

 
NEW INFRASTRUCTURE

During the 14thFive-year Plan 
period (2021-2025), the new in-
frastructure related to the digital 
economy and energy industry 
will become the new under-
pinning and driver for the com-
prehensive strategic transforma-
tion of China’s economy.

Information technology and 
big data hold the key to the bui-
lding of a smart city and efficient 
urban administration service pla-
tform. This is not emphasized in 
the regulations but also echoed 
by an economist from Hong 
Kong.

“The goal of the Cooperation 
Zone should not just be a smart 
city, but a cognitive city by re-
sorting to the new infrastructu-
re,” said Liang Haiming, chair-
man and chief economist of the 
China Silk Road iValley Research 
Institute.

Macau businesses, especially 
the small and medium-sized hi-
gh-tech enterprises, can join in 
the development of new infras-
tructure so as to enjoy the bene-
fits from it.

“The regulations will help 
Hengqin make full use of the de-
velopment of new infrastructu-
re and lay a solid foundation for 
Hengqin to become a cognitive 
city in the future,” said Liang.  

In the meantime, the new 
infrastructure will support the 
Cooperation Zone in upgrading 
its trade supply chain system 
and cross-border payments ser-
vices, setting a good example for 
urban development in the world. 
MDT/GDTODAY

A traveler walks outside of a COVID-19 testing center at the 
Incheon International Airport In Incheon, South Korea, last week 



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
13.02.2023 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 6
CHINA 中國

AP
 P

H
O

TO

ELLEN KNICKMEYER, 
WASHINGTON

WITHIN hours of an Air Force 
F-22 downing a giant Chi-

nese balloon that had crossed the 
United States, Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin reached out to his 
Chinese counterpart via a special 
crisis line, aiming for a quick ge-
neral-to-general talk that could 
explain things and ease tensions.

But Austin’s effort Saturday fell 
flat, when Chinese Defense Mi-
nister Wei Fenghe declined to get 
on the line, the Pentagon says.

China’s Defense Ministry says it 
refused the call from Austin after 
the balloon was shot down becau-
se the U.S. had “not created the 
proper atmosphere” for dialogue 
and exchange. The U.S. action 
had “seriously violated interna-
tional norms and set a pernicious 
precedent,” a ministry spokesper-
son was quoted as saying in a sta-
tement issued late Thursday.

It’s been an experience that’s 
frustrated U.S. commanders for 
decades, when it comes to getting 
their Chinese counterparts on a 
phone or video line as some flaring 
crisis is sending tensions between 
the two nations climbing.

From Americans’ perspecti-
ve, the lack of the kind of reliable 
crisis communications that hel-
ped get the U.S. and Soviet Union 

through the Cold War without an 
armed nuclear exchange is rai-
sing the dangers of the U.S.-Chi-
na relationship now, at a time 
when China’s military strength 
is growing and tensions with the 
U.S. are on the rise.

Without that ability for generals 
in opposing capitals to clear thin-
gs up in a hurry, Americans worry 
that misunderstandings, false re-
ports or accidental collisions cou-
ld cause a minor confrontation to 
spiral into greater hostilities.

And it’s not about any techni-
cal shortfall with the communi-
cation equipment, said Bonnie 
Glaser, managing director of In-
do-Pacific studies at the German 
Marshall Fund think tank. The 
issue is a fundamental differen-
ce in the way China and the U.S. 
view the value and purpose of 
military-to-military hotlines.

U.S. military leaders’ faith in 
Washington-to-Beijing hotlines 
as a way to defuse flare-ups with 
China’s military has been butting 
up against a sharply different take 
— a Chinese political system that 
runs on slow deliberative con-
sultation by political leaders and 
makes no room for individually 
directed, real-time talk between 
rival generals.

And Chinese leaders are suspi-
cious of the whole U.S. notion of 
a hotline — seeing it as an Ameri-

can channel for trying to talk their 
way out of repercussions for a U.S. 
provocation.

“That’s really dangerous,” As-
sistant Secretary for Defense Ely 
Ratner said Thursday of the di-
fficulty of military-to-military 
crisis communications with Chi-
na, when Democratic Sen. Jeff 
Merkley pressed him about Chi-
na’s latest rebuff on Beijing’s and 
Washington’s hotline setup.

U.S. generals are persisting in 
their efforts to open more lines 
of communication with Chinese 
counterparts, the defense official 
said, testifying before the Sena-
te Foreign Relations Committee. 
“And unfortunately, to date, the 
PLA is not answering that call,” 
Ratner said, referring to China’s 
People’s Liberation Army.

Ratner accused China of using 
vital channels of communication 
simply as a blunter messaging 
tool, shutting them down or ope-
ning them up again to underscore 
China’s displeasure or pleasure 
with the U.S.

China’s resistance to military 
hotlines as tensions increase puts 
more urgency on efforts by Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his top civilian 
diplomats and security aides to 
build up their own communica-
tion channels with President Xi 
Jinping and other top Chinese 
political officials, for situations 

where military hotlines may go 
unanswered, U.S. officials and 
China experts say.

Both U.S. and Chinese milita-
ries are building up for a possible 
confrontation over U.S.-backed 
self-ruled Taiwan, which China 
claims as its territory. The next fla-
re-up seems only a matter of time. 
It could happen with an expec-
ted event, such as House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy’s promised visit 
to Taiwan, or something une-
xpected, like the 2001 collision 
between a Chinese fighter and a 
U.S. Navy EP-3 reconnaissance 
plane over the South China Sea. 
Without commanders talking in 
real-time, Americans and Chinese 
would have one less way of aver-
ting greater conflict..

“My worry is that the EP-3 type 
incident will happen again,” said 
Lyle Morris, a country director for 
China for the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense from 2019 to 2021, 
now a senior fellow at the Asia So-
ciety Policy Institute. “And we will 
be in much different political en-
vironments of hostility and mis-
trust, where that could go wrong 
in a hurry.”

Biden has emphasized bui-
lding lines of communications 
with China to “responsibly ma-
nage” their differences. A No-
vember meeting between Xi and 
Biden yielded an announcement 

the two governments would re-
sume a range of dialogues that 
China had shut down after an Au-
gust Taiwan visit by then-House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Last weekend, the U.S. can-
celed what would have been a 
relationship-building visit by Se-
cretary of State Antony Blinken 
after the transit of the Chinese 
balloon, which the U.S. says was 
for espionage. China claims it was 
a civilian balloon used for meteo-
rological research.

The same week that China’s 
balloon flew over the U.S., Austin 
was in the Philippines to annou-
nce an expanded U.S. military 
footprint there, neighboring Chi-
na, noted Tiehlin Yen, director of 
the Taiwan Center for Security 
Studies, a think tank. “America 
is also very nationalistic these 
days,” Yen said.

“From a regional security pers-
pective, this dialogue is neces-
sary,” Yen said.

What passes for military and 
civilian hotlines between China 
and the U.S. aren’t the classic red 
phones on a desk.

Under a 2008 agreement, 
the China-U.S. military hotline 
amounts to a multistep process 
by which one capital relays a re-
quest to the other for a joint call 
or videoconference between top 
officials on encrypted lines. The 
pact gives the other side 48 hours 
and up to respond, although no-
thing in the pact stops top officials 
from talking immediately.

Sometimes when the U.S. calls, 
current and former U.S. officials 
say, Chinese officials don’t even 
pick up.

“No one answered. It just 
rang,” recounted Kristen Gun-
ness, a senior policy analyst at the 
Rand Corporation. Gunness was 
speaking about a March 2009 in-
cident when she was working as 
an adviser to the Pentagon’s chief 
of naval operations. Chinese navy 
vessels at the time surrounded a 
U.S. surveillance ship in the Sou-
th China Sea and demanded the 
American leave. U.S. and Chinese 
military officials eventually talked 
- but some 24 hours later.

It took decades of Washington 
pushing to get Beijing to agree 
to the current system of military 
crisis communications, said Da-
vid Sedney, a former deputy as-
sistant secretary of defense who 
negotiated it.

“And then once we had it in pla-
ce, it was clear that they were very 
reluctant to use it in any substan-
tive purpose,” Sedney said.

Americans’ test calls on the 
hotline would get picked up, he 
said. And when Americans cal-
led to give congratulations on 
some Chinese holiday, Chinese 
officials would pick up and say 
thanks, he said.

Anything more sensitive, Se-
dney said, the staffers answering 
the phone “would say, ‘We’ll che-
ck. As soon as our leadership is 
ready to talk, we’ll get back to you.’ 
Nothing would happen.” MDT/AP

China’s defense ministry spokesman Tan Kefei (left) and U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin

ANALYSIS

‘It just rang’: In crises, US-China 
hotline goes unanswered
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MGM won a total of 30 Asia-Pacific human resources awards in 2022, covering a broad 
spectrum of HR practices, including employee training and talent development, HR man-
agement, workplace culture, employer branding, etc. This array of accolades stands as a 
testament to the Company’s highly praised HR management and strategy. 
 
Kenneth Feng, President, Chief Strategic & Financial Officer of MGM, said, “These awards 
are a great encouragement to the Company. MGM has always embraced innovative HR 
strategies to equip team members with up-to-date industry knowledge and skills, career 
advancement and a great working environment. We will continue to align with the Macao 
SAR government’s policies, stepping up efforts to offer diversified and professional training 
schemes and further uplift the capability of industry talents, in a bid to foster the high-qual-
ity development of Macao’s integrated tourism and leisure industry.”  

NURTURING LOCAL TALENTS WITH INNOVATIVE OFFERINGS
MGM has forged many award-winning flagship training programs. One among all is the 
Community Outreach eLearning Series Programs, jointly organized with MGTO and the Ma-
cau Deaf Association, was acclaimed as “Quality Training Course” in the “Construction of 
Quality Training Courses & Learning Projects of the Year” by Training Magazine of Xinghua 
Daily Media Group. Besides, MGM’s online learning platform eAcademy won “Best Digital 
HR Team” by HRTech China. MGM also attained “Employee Experience Awards 2022 - Best 
Learning and Development Program” awarded by Asia’s prestigious industry magazine Hu-
man Resources.

CREATING EXCELLENCE IN CORPORATE CULTURE
MGM has been applauded for its efforts in facilitating team communication and work en-
vironment. In 2022, the Company won Gold in “Best HR Communication Strategy” at the 
Employee Experience Awards 2022, and was named “The Best Workplace to Work” by the 
Committee of the Pudong International Talent Hub Forum. Other awards recognizing MGM 
for shaping a distinguished corporate culture include “Best Employer in Hospitality Indus-
try” by VeryEast, “Best HR COE of the Year” by HRoot, and “Best HR Team of the Year” by 
HR Flag, and so on.

ATTAINED FOUR AWARDS AT THE NATIONAL 
HUMAN RESOURCES INNOVATION COMPETITION
In the second edition of the National Human Resources Innovation Competition, MGM won 
four accolades, including “HR as Strategic Business Partner of the Year”, “Talent Develop-
ment of the Year”, “Corporate Culture of the Year” and “Chief HR Officer of the Year”, mak-
ing MGM the most-awarded Macao entrant of the year. The Company also reached the Top 
3 position among all nationwide entrants. 

MGM 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
E  info@mgmchina.com.mo
W  http://www.mgm.mo/

MGM Clinched 30 APAC Human Resources Accolades in 2022 
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DIPLOMACY
Cambodia’s Hun Sen 
receives support 
pledges on Beijing visit

CAMBODIAN Prime Minister 
Hun Sen received multiple 

assurances of Chinese econo-
mic and political support during 
a meeting Friday in Beijing with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

“(China) firmly supports 
Cambodia in safeguarding natio-
nal sovereignty and security, fir-
mly supports Cambodia in stea-
dily advancing major domestic 
political agendas and economic 
and social development, and re-
solutely opposes external forces 
interfering in Cambodia’s inter-
nal affairs,” Xi was quoted as te-
lling Hun Sen by China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency.

China will also encourage 
more Chinese enterprises to in-
vest in Cambodia, help in the 
construction of the Sihanoukvil-
le economic zone in Cambodia’s 
southwest on the Gulf of Thai-

land, and support building trans-
portation infrastructure, Xi said.

Hun Sen was quoted as 
thanking China for providing CO-
VID-19 vaccines and said Cam-
bodia “firmly supports China in 
safeguarding national sovereignty, 
security, and development inte-
rests” and “firmly opposes any ex-
ternal forces interfering in China’s 
internal affairs on issues related to 
Hong Kong, Xinjiang, and Tibet.”

Cambodia is a key Chinese di-
plomatic partner, helping dam-
pen criticism of Beijing within 
the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, several 
of whose members are engaged 
in territorial disputes with China 
in the South China Sea.

The meeting at the Diaoyutai 
State Guest House comes in the 
middle of Hun Sen’s three-day 
visit.  MDT/AP

DIPLOMACY

Iranian 
President Raisi 
to visit China to 
shore up ties
I

RANIAN President Ebrahim 
Raisi will meet with his coun-
terpart Xi Jinping during his 
three-day trip in China star-

ting tomorrow, as the two U.S. ri-
vals seek further cooperation.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
made the announcement Sun-
day, saying Raisi’s visit was at Xi’s 
invitation.

Raisi will meet with Xi and their 
delegations will sign cooperation 
documents, according to Iran’s 
state news agency IRNA. Meeting 
with Iranian and Chinese business 
leaders and Iranian expatriates in 
China is also part of his itinerary, 
the report added.

Raisi’s visit is expected to dee-
pen ties between the two politi-
cal and economic partners that 
are opposed to the U.S.-led Wes-
tern domination of international 
affairs.

The two leaders met last Sep-
tember in Samarkand, Uzbekis-
tan, when Xi underscored China’s 
support for Iran.

In December, Raisi pledged to 
remain committed to deepening 

the strategic partnership during 
a meeting with Chinese Vice 
Premier Hu Chunhua in Tehran.

China is a major buyer of Ira-
nian oil and an important sour-
ce of investment in the Mideast 
country. In 2021, Iran and China 
signed a 25-year strategic coopera-
tion agreement that covered major 
economic activities from oil and 
mining to industry, transportation 
and agriculture.

Both countries have had tense 
relations with the United States 
and have sought to project them-
selves as a counterweight to Ame-
rican power alongside Russia.

Washington has accused Iran 
of selling hundreds of attack dro-
nes to Russia for its war in Ukraine 
and has sanctioned executives of 
an Iranian drone manufacturer. 
At that same time, ties between 
Moscow and Beijing have grown 
stronger.

Iran on Saturday celebrated the 
44th anniversary of the 1979 Isla-
mic Revolution amid nationwide 
anti-government protests and hei-
ghtened tensions with the West. 
MDT/AP
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British mineworkers’ leaders have agreed to 
accept the coal board’s latest pay offer of up to 
35%.

A settlement was reached when the coal 
board added an extra pound to wage rates after 
two-and-a-half days’ intensive negotiations at 
the industry’s London headquarters.

The deal, brokered by National Coal Board 
chair Sir Derek Ezra, is worth £140m and means 
increases of up to 35% for the UK’s 246,000 mi-
ners.

NUM executives voted 16 to 10 to recom-
mend the award which gives new basic weekly 
rates of £61- up from £45 - at the coalface, £47 
- up from £36 - elsewhere - and £41 - up from 
£30 - on the surface.

Other improvements include extending unso-
cial hours by an extra two hours, increasing the 
hourly rate from 1p to 20p and setting national 
- rather than individual - weekly production bo-
nuses of £3 for output over 100,000 tonnes of 
target.

The union will send out ballot papers to mem-
bers next week and hope to implement the 
changes on 1 March.

Overall the offer falls just short of figures de-
manded by the NUM’s left-wing at last year’s 
conference.

Leading left-winger and President of the 
Yorkshire branch of the NUM Arthur Scargill said: 
The social contract has been breached and to 
that extent I welcome the advances which have 
been made.”

“But I think much more could have been ob-
tained with a more determined and militant 
approach,” he continued.

NUM President Joseph Gormley said the la-
test pay deal remained in the spirit of the social 
contract.

Moderate trade unionists and the government 
were keen to preserve the social contract and 
avoid further industrial action.

The social contract was brokered by Harold 
Wilson’s Labour Government to settle the mi-
ners’ strike after the general election last Fe-
bruary and had promised food subsidies and 
price restraints to the unions in return for pay 
restraint and co-operation.

Courtesy BBC News

1975 Miners set for 
35 per cent pay rises

In context

The deal was accepted by miners - militant 
and moderate - across the country and strikes 
were avoided.
From 1 March the price of domestic coal rose 
by 22% and the price of coal for industrial use 
rose by over 7%, to generate an extra £370m in 
revenue to pay for the wage increases.
Coal output also increased to meet the higher 
production targets set by the NCB.
Targets rose to 150 million tonnes over the 
decade from the 115 million tonnes achieved 
in 1975.
Joseph Gormley presided over a period of rela-
tive harmony in the coal industry for the rest of 
the 1970s and achieved the relatively peaceful 
closure of 40 pits in that period.

this day in history28,000 KILLED

Turkey arrests building 
contractors six days after quakes

planned establishment of 
“Earthquake Crimes Inves-
tigation” bureaus. The bu-
reaus would aim to identify 
contractors and others res-
ponsible for building works, 
gather evidence, instruct 
experts including architec-
ts, geologists and engineers, 
and check building permits 
and occupation permits.

A building contractor was 
detained by authorities on 
Friday at Istanbul airport be-
fore he could board a flight 
out of the country. He was 
the contractor of a luxury 
12-story building in the his-
toric city of Antakya, in Ha-
tay province, the collapse of 
which left an untold number 
of dead.

The detentions could help 
direct public anger toward 
builders and contractors, de-
flecting attention away from 
local and state officials who 
allowed the apparently sub-
-standard constructions to 
go ahead. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s go-
vernment, already burdened 
by an economic downturn 
and high inflation, faces par-
liamentary and presidential 
elections in May.

Survivors, many of whom 
lost loved ones, have turned 
their frustration and anger 
also at authorities. Rescue 
crews have been overwhel-
med by the widespread 
damage which has impacted 
roads and airports, making 

it even more difficult to race 
against the clock.

Erdogan acknowledged 
earlier in the week that the 
initial response has been 
hampered by the extensive 
damage. He said the wors-
t-affected area was 500 ki-
lometers (310 miles) in dia-
meter and was home to 13.5 
million people in Turkey. 
During a tour of quake-
-damaged cities Saturday, Er-
dogan said a disaster of this 
scope was rare, and again re-
ferred to it as the “disaster of 
the century.”

Rescuers, including crews 
from other countries, conti-
nued to probe the rubble in 
hope of finding additional 
survivors who could yet beat 
the increasingly long odds. 
Thermal cameras were used 
to probe the piles of concrete 
and metal, while rescuers de-
manded silence so that they 
could hear the voices of the 
trapped.

Two sisters were removed 
from the wreckage yesterday 
in the city of Adiyaman, 153 
hours after the quake, accor-
ding to HaberTurk television, 
which also broadcast the live 
rescue of a 6-year-old boy 
removed from the debris of 
his home in Adiyaman. The 
child was wrapped in a spa-
ce blanket and put into an 
ambulance. An exhausted 
rescuer removed his surgical 
mask and took deep breaths 
as a group of women could 

be heard crying in joy.
Turkey’s health minis-

ter, Fahrettin Koca, posted 
a video of a young girl in a 
navy blue jumper who was 
rescued. “Good news at the 
150th hour. Rescued a little 
while ago by crews. There is 
always hope!” he tweeted.

The efforts of a team of 
Italian and Turkish rescuers 
also paid off when they re-
moved a 35-year-old man 
from the wreckage in the 
hard-hit city of Antakya. 
The man, Mustafa Sarigul, 
appeared to be unscathed as 
he was being transported on 
a stretcher to an ambulance, 
private NTV television repor-
ted.

Overnight, a child was 
also freed in the town of Ni-
zip, in Gaziantep, state-run 
Anadolu Agency reported, 
while a 32-year woman, was 
rescued from the ruins of a 
eight-story building in the 
city of Antakya. The woman, 
a teacher named Meltem, 
asked for tea as soon as she 
emerged, according to NTV.

In Kahramanmaras, near 
the epicenter of the first 7.8 
quake that struck early Mon-
day morning, efforts were 
underway to reach a survi-
vor detected by sniffer dogs 
beneath a now-pancaked 
seven-story building, NTV 
reported.

Those found alive, howe-
ver, remained the rare excep-
tion. MDT/AP

A
S rescuers still 
pulled a lucky few 
from the rubble six 
days after a pair of 

earthquakes devastated sou-
theast Turkey and northern 
Syria, Turkish officials detai-
ned or issued arrest warrants 
for some 130 people allege-
dly involved in the construc-
tion of buildings that toppled 
down and crushed their oc-
cupants.

The death toll from Mon-
day’s quakes stood at 28,191 
— with another 80,000-plus 
injured — as of yesterday 
and was certain to rise as bo-
dies kept emerging.

As despair also bred rage 
at the agonizingly slow res-
cue efforts, the focus turned 
to who was to blame for not 
better preparing people in 
the earthquake-prone region 
that includes an area of Syria 
that was already suffering 
from years of civil war.

Even though Turkey has, 
on paper, construction co-
des that meet current ear-
thquake-engineering stan-
dards, they are too rarely en-
forced, explaining why thou-
sands of buildings slumped 
onto their side or pancaked 
downward onto residents.

Turkish Vice President 
Fuat Oktay said late on Sa-
turday that warrants have 
been issued for the detention 
of 131 people suspected to 
being responsible for collap-
sed buildings.

Turkey’s justice minister 
has vowed to punish anyone 
responsible, and prosecutors 
have begun gathering sam-
ples of buildings for eviden-
ce on materials used in cons-
tructions. The quakes were 
powerful, but victims, exper-
ts and people across Turkey 
are blaming bad construc-
tion for multiplying the de-
vastation.

Authorities at Istanbul Air-
port yesterday detained two 
contractors held responsible 
for the destruction of several 
buildings in Adiyaman, the 
private DHA news agency 
and other media reported. 
The pair were reportedly on 
their way to Georgia.

Two more people were ar-
rested in the province of Ga-
ziantep suspected of having 
cut down columns to make 
extra room in a building that 
collapsed, the state-run Ana-
dolu Agency said.

A day earlier, Turkey’s Jus-
tice Ministry announced the 

Emergency teams search for people in the rubble of a destroyed building in Adana, southern Turkey
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Unit of currency in Iran and Yemen; 5- Steamed; 10- “______ sprach 

Zarathustra”; 14- Savvy about; 15- Hire cars; 16- Clock face; 17- Camaro model; 
18- Leers at; 19- Matron; 20- Mammal of Madagascar; 22- Wipeout?; 24- Ooze; 
27- Match up; 28- Rare metallic element; 32- ___ voce; 35- ___-de-France; 
36- Actor Leary; 38- Tree covered land; 40- Low-cal; 42- Cleric; 44- Travel on; 
45- Equip; 47- Boat often made of birchbark, canvas, or fiberglass; 49- Court call; 
50- Politico Kefauver; 52- Dance of Cuban origin; 54- Some are pale; 56- Nick and 
Nora’s pooch; 57- An Irish girl; 60- Shorthand taker; 64- Calf-length skirt; 65- More 
than once; 68- Yeah, right!; 69- Busy; 70- High public esteem; 71- About; 72- Last 
word of “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”; 73- Other side; 74- Short letter;
 
DOWN 1- Churn; 2- As to; 3- Molecular component; 4- Grasshopper; 5- Judge 
in 1995 news; 6- Joplin song; 7- Wheel shaft; 8- Layers; 9- Compositions; 10- A 
muscle that draws inward; 11- One with 
no capacity for veracity; 12- Identical; 
13- Corrida shout; 21- Went through, as 
the paper; 23- Chilly powder?; 25- Hgt.; 
26- Perfidious; 28- It may turn; 29- Dress 
style; 30- Food and water; 31- Book after 
Jonah; 33- Sheer fabric; 34- More bizarre; 
37- Capital of Yemen; 39- Stiff bristle; 41- 
Entirety; 43- Holds up; 46- Commendably; 
48- Breaks bread; 51- Do a slow burn; 
53- Country; 55- Attach, as a patch; 57- 
Quote; 58- Thor’s father; 59- Baseball 
team; 61- River of Spain; 62- Resting place; 
63- Oklahoma Native; 64- Deranged; 66- 
Dot follower; 67- Trick ending?;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Pleasure trips will ease the 
tension between you and your 
mate. If  boredom has set in, find 
new and unique directions that 
offer interesting friendships. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your high energy will help you 
through this rather hectic day. 
Friendships could be terminated 
quickly if  disappointments 
occur. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Overindulgent people will cause 
disruptions in your life. Your 
partner’s a little jumpy. You will 
attract potential lovers, but be 
sure that they’re unattached. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Do not sign your life away. Abrupt 
action will cause difficulties 
with relatives. Take time to 
reevaluate your motives regarding 
friendships. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your lover may cost you 
financially. You can get ahead 
if  you present your ideas to 
superiors. Don’t let your emotions 
interfere with moneymaking 
deals. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your ability to deal with 
humanitarian groups will 
enhance your reputation. Think 
twice before you say something 
you might regret later. You’re 
best to avoid disputes. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be courteous if  you wish to avoid 
major delays. Travel will enhance 
romance and adventure. Get on 
with your life. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Better still, take your mate and 
let them foot the bill. Do a little 
shopping. You’re likely to find a 
real bargain. Organizations may 
cost you more than you can afford. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Unexpected bills may set you 
back. There might be one who is 
quite willing to take the credit for 
your work. Trips will be exciting. 
Opportunities will come through 
long term investments. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Plan some family outings. If  you 
haven’t already, don’t be afraid 
to start your own small business 
on the side. Enlist the aid of  
family members and consider the 
feelings of  your mate. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You mustn’t make promises 
that you won’t be able to keep. 
Someone you live with will be 
quite unreasonable today. Dead 
end projects could plague you. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t forget to read the fine 
print. You can expect to have a 
passionate time if  you go out with 
someone you are romantically 
interested in. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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In Kenya, an electric transport 
plan for clean air, climate
WANJOHI KABUKURU, 
NAIROBI

ON the packed streets of Nai-
robi, Cyrus Kariuki is one of 

a growing number of bikers zoo-
ming through traffic on an elec-
tric motorbike, reaping the bene-
fits of cheaper transport, cleaner 
air and limiting planet-warming 
emissions in the process.

“Each month one doesn’t have 
to be burdened by oil change, 
engine checks and other costly 
maintenance costs,” Kariuki said.

Electric motorcycles are 
gaining traction in Kenya as pri-
vate sector-led firms rush to set 
up charging points and battery-
-swapping stations to speed up 
the growth of cleaner transport 

and put the east African nation 
on a path toward fresher air and 
lower emissions.

But startups say more public 
support and better government 
schemes can help further propel 
the industry.

Ampersand, an African-ba-
sed electric mobility company, 
began its Kenyan operations in 
May 2022. The business currently 
operates seven battery-swapping 
stations spread across the coun-
try’s capital and has so far attrac-
ted 60 customers. Ian Mbote, the 
startup’s automotive engineer 
and expansion lead, says uptake 
has been relatively slow.

“We need friendly policies, 
taxes, regulations and incentives 
that would boost the entry into 

the market,” said Mbote, adding 
that favorable government tariffs 
in Rwanda accelerated its electric 
transport growth. Ampersand 
plan to sell 500 more electric mo-
torbikes by the end of the year.

Companies say the savings of 
switching to electric and using a 
battery-swap system, rather than 
charging for several hours, are 
key selling point for customers.

“Our batteries cost $1.48 to 
swap a full battery which gives 
one mobility of about 90 to 110 
kilometers (56 to 68 miles) as 
compared to the $1.44 of fuel 
that only guarantees a 30 to 40 ki-
lometer ride (19 to 25 miles) on a 
motorcycle,” Mbote said.

Kim Chepkoit, the founder of 
electric motorbike-making com-

pany Ecobodaa Mobility, added 
that “electricity costs are going to 
be more predictable and cushio-
ned from the fluctuation of the 
fuel prices.”

Ecobodaa’s flagship product is 
a motorcycle with two batteries, 
making it capable of covering 160 
kilometers (100 miles) on one ba-
ttery charge. The motorcycle cos-
ts 185,000 shillings ($1,400) wi-
thout the battery, about the same 
as a conventional motorbike.

Other cleaner transport ini-
tiatives in the country include 
the Sustainable Energy for Afri-
ca program which runs a hub 
for 30 solar-powered charging 
stations for electric vehicles and 
battery-swapping in Kenya’s 
western region.

Electric mobility has a promi-
sing future in the continent but 
“requires infrastructural, societal 
and political systemic changes 
that neither happen overnight 
nor will be immune to hesitan-
ce,” said Carol Mungo, a research 
fellow at the Stockholm Environ-
ment Institute.

The move to electric transport 
“will require African governmen-
ts to rethink how they deliver cur-
rent services such as reliable and 
affordable electricity” and at the 
same time put in place adequate 
measures to address electric was-
te and disposal, Mungo added.

Some financial incentives are 
on the way.

Earlier in February the African 
Development Bank announced 
that it will provide $1 million in 
grants for technical assistance in 
Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, Rwan-
da, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and 
South Africa.

The African continent re-
cords a million premature dea-
ths annually from air pollution, 
according to a soon-to-be-re-
leased study by the U.N. en-
vironment agency, Stockholm 
Environment Institute and the 
African Union obtained by The 
Associated Press.

Studies by the Climate and 
Clean Air Coalition say a reduc-
tion of short-lived climate pollu-
tants can cut the amount of war-
ming by as “much as 0.6 degrees 
Celsius (1.1 degrees Fahrenheit), 
while avoiding 2.4 million pre-
mature deaths globally from an-
nual outdoor air pollution.”

But Mungo warned that clea-
ning up transport is just one 
step of many toward better air 
quality.

“There are so many emission 
factors in cities,” she said. “E-mo-
bility, however, looks broadly 
beyond the transport sector to 
infrastructure development and 
urban planning, which in the 
end can solve complex pollution 
issues on in Africa.” MDT/AP

A man rides an electric motorcycle from Ampersand on a test drive in Nairobi

CORPORATE BITS
La Chine, Zi Yat Heen receive 
diamond ratings in Black Pearl guide

Melco Style presents ‘Mel-
co Residency Concert Se-
ries’ – a three-year world-
-class residency entertain-
ment spectacle featuring 
a line up of superstars with 
a collective of 90 shows at 
Studio City. 

Pop Diva Joey Yung per-

Sands Resorts Macao has 
been recognised at the Mei-
tuan Black Pearl Restaurant 
Guide 2023 for the sixth year 
in a row, with two signature 
restaurants achieving dia-
mond ratings – The Parisian 

Melco presents residency concert series
show – ‘Eternity Joey Yung 
Live in Macau’.

Joey Yung who has toured 
with more than 150 concer-
ts around the world will be 
the first performer at The 
Melco Residency Concert 
Series with a total of eight 
shows in ‘Eternity Joey Yung 
Live in Macau’ over four 
consecutive weekends.

David Sisk, COO Macau 
Resorts, Melco Resorts and 
Entertainment said, “Mel-
co strives to support the 
Macau SAR government’s 
strategy on diversified 
tourism, and it further de-
monstrates Melco’s con-
fident and strong contri-
bution to the Greater Bay 
Area.”

vering 28 cities worldwide. In 
Macao 12 restaurants were 
selected, with two at Sands 
Resorts Macao. 

Tom Connolly, senior vice 
president of Food and Be-
verage Operations, Sands 
China Ltd., said: “We are truly 
honoured and delighted to 
have received diamond ratin-
gs again in the trusted Black 
Pearl Restaurant Guide. At 
Sands Resorts Macao, more 
than 150 restaurants offer a 
world of diverse cuisine for 
our guests and highlight the 
unique charm of Macao as 
a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy. This honour 
is a testament to our res-
taurants’ outstanding food, 
ambience and service, and 
will inspire us to create even 
more unforgettable feasts.”

forms live in Asia’s First 
Ever Residency Concert 
Series to kick off ‘Melco 
Residency Concert’ in style 
on April 1. Last week, Joey 
appeared at the virtual 
press conference to share 
the exciting highlights of 
her spectacular bespoke 

Macao’s La Chine (two dia-
monds) and Four Seasons 
Hotel Macao’s Zi Yat Heen 
(one diamond). 

The Black Pearl Restaurant 
Guide 2023 acknowledged a 
total of 304 restaurants, co-
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Siyang Zhang and Yongchao Yang of China compete in the pairs free skating at the 

Four Continents Figure Skating Championships

DAVE SKRETTA 

I
T was a memorable night 
for Japan at the Four Conti-
nents Figure Skating Cham-
pionships.

Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kiha-
ra became the first pairs skaters 
from their nation to win the presti-
gious event among non-European 
countries Saturday. Then, hours 
later, Kao Miura followed them 
to the ice inside Broadmoor Wor-
ld Arena and made it confidently 
through his free skate in the thin 
air of Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
to win the men’s event.

“It was really tough skating at 
this altitude,” Kihara admitted, 
“but the cheers of the audience 
kept our legs moving.”

Indeed, many skaters struggled 
to get through their long programs.

Jin Boyang appeared to be so 
light-headed after his free skate 

that he collapsed face-first to the 
ice. Even after taking time to cat-
ch his breath, the veteran Chinese 
skater still appeared unsteady as 
he headed to the center of the ice 
for bows.

Kao Miura finished with 281.53 
points, the second-highest score 
in the world this year, and he nee-
ded just about all of it after Keegan 
Messing’s performance. The lon-
gtime Canadian standardbearer 
took silver with 275.57 points, whi-
le Shun Sato climbed from sixth af-
ter his short program to round out 
the podium.

Unbeaten in pairs competition 
this year, Kihara spun out on the 
final double axel of their opening 
jump sequence, and along with 
Rika Miura was sloppy on their tri-
ple salchow and throw triple flip. 
But they were good enough for 
137.05 points and a total of 208.24, 
easily outdistancing the American 

team of Emily Chan and Spencer 
Akira Howe.

Chan and Howe, who were 
second to world champs Alexa 
Knierim and Brandon Frazier at 
the recent U.S. nationals, were 
third after their short program. But 
they put together a strong free ska-
te — they were a little out of sync 
on their triple toe loops and shaky 
on the throws late in the program 
— to vault to the silver medal with 
201.11 points.

Canadian champions Deanna 
Stellato-Dudek and Maxime Des-
champs struggled to a third-place 
finish with 193.84 points.

“It was an amazing performan-
ce and it definitely felt like one of 
the best we have had this season,” 
said Howe, who along with Chan 
finished second in both of their 
Grand Prix assignments at the 
NHK Trophy and Skate Canada.

“It’s amazing to come to Colo-

rado Springs,” Howe said. “A lot of 
the talk was about the altitude, so 
to come here and give this perfor-
mance — our season best — was 
amazing. It feels amazing.”

Stellato-Dudek and Deschamps 
went awry when she put her hand 
down on their throw triple flip, 

then during a messy triple salchow 
when he fell and she spun out. 
They rallied to finish strong and 
secure the bronze medal.

“Just finishing that program 
with all of those lifts was hard,” 
an out-of-breath Deschamps 
said. MDT/AP

FIGURE SKATING

Miura and Kihara win 
Four Continents skating 
championship
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West Bank An Israeli 
settler shot and killed a 
Palestinian in the northern 
West Bank yesterday 
[Macau time], Palestinian 
health officials said, while 
an 8-year-old child died 
of injuries suffered a day 
before in a car-ramming 
attack in Jerusalem. As 
night fell, warning sirens 
sounded in southern Israel 
when Palestinian militants 
fired a rocket from the 
Gaza Strip that was 
intercepted by Israeli aerial 
defenses.

Ukraine Russian forces 
over the weekend 
continued to shell Ukrainian 
cities amid a grinding push 
to seize more land in the 
east of the country, with 
Ukrainian officials saying 
that Moscow is having 
trouble launching its much-
anticipated large-scale 
offensive there. One 
person was killed and one 
more was wounded on 
Sunday morning by the 
shelling of Nikopol.

Austria has come under 
heavy criticism for 
granting visas that will 
allow sanctioned Russian 
lawmakers to attend a 
Vienna meeting of the 
Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 
The issue highlights the 
delicate balancing act the 
European country has 
engaged in while trying to 
maintain its longstanding 
position of military 
neutrality during the war in 
Ukraine.

Germany The city of 
Berlin yesterday was 
holding a court-ordered 
rerun of a chaotic 2021 
state election that was 
marred by severe glitches 
at many polling stations 
that led to hours-long 
lines as some polling 
places ran out of ballot 
papers or received ones 
for the wrong district. 
Berliners have long been 
frustrated by the German 
capital’s notoriously 
dysfunctional ways.

Harley-Davidson from 1908 
becomes priciest bike at auction

A rare Harley-Davidson motorcycle built in 1908 has become 
the most expensive motorcycle ever sold at auction, according to 
data compiled by a website that tracks vintage motorcycle sales.

The Strap Tank Harley-Davidson was recorded on vintagent.
com as being sold for $935,000 after auction fees last month at 
the Mecum Auction in Las Vegas, The Milwaukee Journal Senti-
nel reported last week.

The bike was named Strap Tank because its oil and fuel tanks 
are attached to the frame with nickel straps. The bike is believed 
to be one of only 12 such models in the world.

A 1907 Strap Tank sold for $715,000 after fees but didn’t go for 
as much as the record-setting 1908 Strap Tank because it was ne-
ver restored.

The record-breaking bike had many of its original parts, 
making it even more rare, said Greg Arnold, Motorcycle Division 
Manager at Mecum Auctions.

“We marketed the bike well and Harley is by far the most fa-
mous American motorcycle brand so we had a feeling it would 
do well in auction, but obviously you are surprised anytime you 
sell the most expensive bike ever,” he said.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily
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BEATRICE DUPUY, 
NEW YORK

SERGIO Hudson crea-
ted a nostalgic scene 

with shoulder pads, neon 
colors and graffiti prints 
taken right out of the early 
‘90s with his latest collec-
tion Saturday.

Hudson, who has dres-
sed the likes of Beyoncé 
and Michelle Obama, bor-
rowed inspiration from 
artist Jason Naylor’s color-
ful and borderline psyche-
delic murals for New York 
Fashion Week in an eclec-
tic celebration of energy.

Models walked on a 
graffiti print by Naylor 
with voluminous Fran 
Drescher hairstyles in 
multi-colored mini dress 
suit sets to thumping 
beats.

Hudson told The Asso-
ciated Press that Naylor 
added his vision to Hud-
son’s brand name icono-
graphy and the two mer-
ged their styles into graf-
fiti letters that were spray 
painted on white T-shirts, 
incorporated into the fa-
bric of the collection and 

sequined designs. Aside 
from Naylor’s striking use 
of colors for his art, Hud-
son also said the artist’s 
murals have a deeper 
meaning for him.

During a hard time for 
his business when he was 
living in Los Angeles, Hud-
son said, he came across a 
Naylor mural.

“He did this great ins-
pirational painting on the 
other side of the street,” 
Hudson said. “When I 
saw it, it just kind of tou-
ched me emotionally. I 
always said if I ever get the 
opportunity, I was going 
to do a collection inspired 
by him.”

While meshing Naylor’s 
fun colors and lettering 
with his show, Hudson 
paid homage to another 
artist. After the Met Gala 
unveiled its theme to ho-
nor late Chanel designer 
Karl Lagerfeld, Hudson 
said that he too wanted 
to add his own interpre-
tation of Lagerfeld’s in-
famous ‘90s rebrand of 
Chanel by adding playful 
tailoring to his looks.

Hudson even brought 

his youthful flair with his 
red carpet looks as mo-
dels adorned in slinky 
dresses with sparkly cut 
outs walked the runway. 
Keeping with the times, 
Hudson brought out a 
look that has caused some 
recent commotion in the 
fashion community — no 
pants. One model could 
be seen wearing a cro-
pped suit jacket with what 
looked like black high 
waisted undies.

Celebrities in attendan-
ce included “The View” 
co-host Sunny Hostin, 
journalist Joy Reid, and 
model and brand foun-
der of Baby Phat, Kimora 
Lee Simmons, who was 
supporting her daugh-
ter Aoki Lee Simmons 
walking the runway.

This season, Hudson 
said he wasn’t designing 
for a specific person in 
mind but for everyone.

“I am proud of the Ame-
rican fashion industry 
for the strides they made 
to be more inclusive,” he 
said. “They have made a 
quantum leap in the past 
year or two.” MDT/AP

FASHION

Sergio Hudson 
delivers colorful ‘90s 
celebration at NYFW
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DPP stands in way 
of cross-Straits 
exchanges

The meeting between Wang Huning, a 
member of the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee, and visiting 
Hsia Li-yan, vice-chairman of the Chinese 
Kuomintang party, in Beijing on Friday has 
undoubtedly provided the two sides with a 
valuable opportunity to promote exchanges 
and cooperation.

That Hsia also met with Song Tao, head of 
both the Taiwan Work Office of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee and the Taiwan Affairs Offi-
ce of the State Council, before that meeting 
shows that the mainland attaches great im-
portance to the KMT delegation’s visit, and 
the CPC’s hope that exchanges between the 
two parties can be further enhanced at va-
rious levels to uphold the 1992 Consensus, 
which embodies the one-China principle, 
and oppose “Taiwan independence”.

The hospitality and sincerity the KMT dele-
gation has been greeted with during its visit 
should serve to awaken the Taiwan leader 
Tsai Ing-wen and the secessionist-minded 
Democratic Progressive Party of the island 
to the mainland’s consistent stance that the 
one-China principle is the political founda-
tion for any form of exchanges across the 
Straits.

It is the DPP’s obstruction, if not its bra-
zen hijacking of the island’s interests for its 
secessionist scheme, that has hindered the 
normal cross-Straits exchanges. That a main-
land delegation was unable to go to Taiwan to 
pay tribute to Master Hsing Yun, founder of 
the Fo Guang Shan Buddhist order in Taiwan 
who passed away on Feb 5, due to obstruc-
tion from the DPP authorities, is in stark con-
trast to the Tsai administration’s eagerness to 
invite anti-China Western politicians to visit 
the island.

However, the DPP’s failure in the island’s lo-
cal elections late last year, which led to Tsai 
stepping down as head of the DPP, shows that 
the Taiwan people are not that easily duped, 
and they are fully aware that the DPP feels no 
qualms about turning the island into a scor-
ched battlefield in pursuit of its agenda.

The warm welcome Wang has extended to 
the Taiwan people in saying that “We welco-
me and support more Taiwan compatriots to 
participate in the cause of Chinese moderni-
zation and national rejuvenation” represents 
the openness of the mainland to share the 
fruits of its development, as well as the great 
significance the mainland attaches to the 
peaceful reunification of the country.

The harmonious atmosphere of the talks 
between Wang and Hsia, the broad subjects 
they have touched upon and the valuable 
consensus they have reached should conso-
lidate Taiwan compatriots’ confidence that 
peace and prosperity are always within the 
island’s reach as long as it makes the right 
choice.

For the West, the island is just a piece to be 
played in its great game in Asia. But it is an 
irrefutable historical fact that both sides of 
the Straits belong to one China. That is un-
changeable. So too is the historical trend of 
the reunification of the country, which is ir-
resistible and inevitable.


