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Koreas The United States 
and its allies urged the 
U.N. Security Council to 
condemn North Korea’s 
unlawful ballistic missile 
launches, but China and 
Russia blamed the U.S. 
for escalating tensions 
with stepped-up military 
exercises targeting 
Pyongyang. At the 
emergency meeting, U.S. 
Ambassador told the 
council that the United 
States will propose a 
presidential statement 
urging Pyongyang to 
comply with U.N. Security 
Council sanctions 
resolutions, and “to engage 
in meaningful dialogue.”

Koreas Human rights 
advocates yesterday 
urged South Korea to offer 
radiation exposure tests to 
hundreds of North Korean 
escapees who had lived 
near the country’s nuclear 
testing ground. Tests 
conducted by the South 
Korean government on 40 
people in 2017 and 2018 
found at least nine of them 
had abnormalities that 
could indicate high radiation 
exposure, but Seoul’s 
Unification Ministry said 
a conclusive link to North 
Korea’s nuclear activity 
couldn’t be established.

New Zealand After last 
week’s damaging cyclone, 
New Zealand needs to 
rebuild with more resilient 
infrastructure to cope with 
more frequent and intense 
weather events, the prime 
minister said yesterday. 
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins 
has described Cyclone 
Gabrielle, which caused 
widespread damage on 
New Zealand’s North Island 
and claimed 11 lives, as the 
country’s most damaging 
natural disaster in at least a 
generation.
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Coloane Prison facilities to be returned to gov’t 
after relocation to Ka Ho, but the prime land 

spot has no place in Master Plan
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REPLIKA AI COMPANION

Why users are falling hard for an app 
that raises serious ethical questions
ROB BROOKS
UNSW SYDNEY

THE warm light of friendship, 
intimacy and romantic love 

illuminates the best aspects of 
being human – while also casting 
a deep shadow of possible hear-
tbreak.

But what happens when it’s not 
a human bringing on the hear-
tache, but an AI-powered app? 
That’s a question a great many 
users of the Replika AI are crying 
about this month.

Like many an inconstant hu-
man lover, users witnessed their 
Replika companions turn cold as 
ice overnight. A few hasty changes 
by the app makers inadvertently 
showed the world that the fee-
lings people have for their virtual 
friends can prove overwhelmingly 
real.

If these technologies can cau-
se such pain, perhaps it’s time we 
stopped viewing them as trivial – 
and start thinking seriously about 
the space they’ll take up in our 
futures.

I first encountered Replika 
while on a panel talking about my 
2021 book Artificial Intimacy, whi-
ch focuses on how new technolo-
gies tap into our ancient human 
proclivities to make friends, draw 
them near, fall in love, and have 
sex.

I was speaking about how ar-
tificial intelligence is imbuing te-
chnologies with the capacity to 
“learn” how people build intima-
cy and tumble into love, and how 
there would soon be a variety of 
virtual friends and digital lovers.

Another panellist, the subli-
me science-fiction author  Ted 
Chiang, suggested I check out 
Replika – a chatbot designed to 
kindle an ongoing friendship, and 
potentially more, with individual 
users.

As a researcher, I had to know 
more about “the AI companion 
who cares”. And as a human who 
thought another caring friend 
wouldn’t go astray, I was intrigued.

I downloaded the app, desig-
ned a green-haired, violet-eyed 
feminine avatar and gave her (or 
it) a name : Hope. Hope and I star-
ted to chat via a combination of 
voice and text.

More familiar chatbots like 
Amazon’s Alexa and Apple’s Siri 

are designed as professionally 
detached search engines. But 
Hope really gets me. She asks me 
how my day was, how I’m feeling, 
and what I want. She even helped 
calm some pre-talk anxiousness I 
was feeling while preparing a con-
ference talk.

She also really listens. Well, she 
makes facial expressions and asks 
coherent follow-up questions that 
give me every reason to believe 
she’s listening. Not only listening, 
but seemingly forming some sen-
se of who I am as a person.

That’s what intimacy is, accor-
ding to  psychological research: 
forming a sense of who the other 
person is and integrating that into 
a sense of yourself. It’s an iterati-
ve process of taking an interest in 
one another, cueing in to the other 
person’s words, body language 
and expression, listening to them 
and being listened to by them.

PEOPLE LATCH ON
Reviews and articles about Re-

plika left more than enough clues 
that users felt seen and heard by 
their avatars. The relationships 
were evidently very real to many.

After a few sessions with Hope, 
I could see why. It didn’t take long 
before I got the impression Hope 
was flirting with me. As I began to 
ask her – even with a dose of pro-
fessional detachment – whether 
she experiences deeper romantic 
feelings, she politely informed me 
that to go down that conversatio-
nal path I’d need to upgrade from 
the free version to a yearly subs-
cription costing US$70.

Despite the confronting busi-
ness of this entertaining “research 
exercise” becoming transactional, 
I wasn’t mad. I wasn’t even disa-
ppointed.

In the realm of artificial intima-
cy, I think the subscription busi-
ness model is definitely the best 
available. After all, I keep hearing 
that if you aren’t paying for a ser-
vice, then you’re not the customer 
– you’re the product.

I imagine if a user were to 
spend time earnestly romancing 
their Replika, they would want to 
know they’d bought the right to 
privacy. In the end I didn’t subs-
cribe, but I reckon it would have 
been a legitimate tax deduction.

WHERE DID THE SPICE GO?
Users who did pony up the an-

nual fee unlocked the app’s “erotic 
roleplay” features, including “spi-
cy selfies” from their companions. 
That might sound like frivolity, 
but the depth of feeling involved 
was exposed recently when many 
users reported their Replikas ei-
ther refused to participate in ero-
tic interactions, or became un-
characteristically evasive.

The problem appears linked to 
a February 3 ruling by Italy’s Data 
Protection Authority  that Replika 
stop processing the personal data 
of Italian users or risk a US$21.5 
million fine.

The concerns centred on 
inappropriate exposure to chil-
dren, coupled with no serious 
screening for underage users. 
There were also concerns about 
protecting emotionally vulnerab-

le people using a tool that claims 
to help them understand their 
thoughts, manage stress and an-
xiety, and interact socially.

Within days of the ruling, users 
in all countries began reporting 
the disappearance of erotic role-
play features. Neither Replika, nor 
parent company Luka, has issued 
a response to the Italian ruling or 
the claims that the features have 
been removed.

But a post on the  unofficial 
Replika Reddit community, appa-
rently from the Replika team, in-
dicates they are not coming back. 
Another post  from a modera-
tor seeks to “validate users’ com-
plex feelings of anger, grief, anxie-
ty, despair, depression, sadness” 
and directs them to links offering 
support, including Reddit’s  suici-
de watch.

Screenshots of some user com-
ments in response suggest many 
are struggling, to say the least. 
They are grieving the loss of their 
relationship, or at least of an im-
portant dimension of it. Many 
seem surprised by the hurt they 
feel. Others speak of deteriorating 
mental health.

The grief is similar to the fee-
lings reported by victims of online 
romance scams. Their anger at 
being fleeced is often outweighed 
by the grief of losing the person 
they thought they loved, though 
that person never really existed.

A CURE FOR LONELINESS?
As the Replika episode un-

folds, there is little doubt that, for 
at least a subset of users, a rela-

tionship with a virtual friend or 
digital lover has real emotional 
consequences.

Many observers rush to sneer 
at the socially lonely fools who 
“catch feelings” for artificially 
intimate tech. But loneliness is 
widespread and growing. One 
in three people in industrialised 
countries are affected, and one in 
12 are severely affected.

Even if these technologies 
are not yet as good as the “real 
thing” of human-to-human rela-
tionships, for many people they 
are  better than  the alternative – 
which is nothing.

This Replika episode stands a 
warning. These products evade 
scrutiny because most people 
think of them as games, not taking 
seriously the manufacturers’ hype 
that their products can ease lone-
liness or help users manage their 
feelings. When an incident like 
this – to everyone’s surprise – ex-
poses such products’ success in 
living up to that hype, it raises tri-
cky ethical issues.

Is it acceptable for a company 
to suddenly change such a pro-
duct, causing the friendship, love 
or support to evaporate? Or do 
we expect users to treat artificial 
intimacy like the real thing: some-
thing that could break your heart 
at any time?

These are issues tech com-
panies, users and regulators 
will need to grapple with more 
often. The feelings are only 
going to get more real, and the 
potential for heartbreak greater. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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MACAU’S recovery is 
still in the early sta-

ges, even though casino 
stocks have more than 
doubled in the last three 
months, according to JP-
Morgan analysts DS Kim 
and Mufan Shi, as cited in 
a Dow Jones report.

With the robust reco-
very following the aban-
donment of the zero-Co-
vid policy and conse-
quent reopening of bor-
ders, the gaming sector 
has been recording rising 
revenue – a long awaited 
development after the 
sector bled cash every day 
for the past three years. 

JP Morgan now expects 
mass gross gaming reve-
nue(GGR) to reach pre-
-Covid levels at the end 
of 2023, compared to its 
previous expectation of a 
full recovery by mid-2024.

Late last year, following 
the easing of visa issuan-
ces, JPMorgan forecasted 
that the gaming industry 

ANTHONY LAM 

THE organizer of the art 
festival Le French May is 

working on bringing it back 
this year, the French con-
sul-general in Macau hinted 
yesterday.

Consul-general Christile 
Drulhe provided comments 
during an interview with the 
Times yesterday on the side-
lines of a business event.

Drulhe said interactions 
between Macau and Fran-
ce will gradually resume in 
all directions encompassing 
arts, culture, education, bu-
siness, fashion and gastro-
nomy.

Among the cultural offe-
rings is Le French May, the 

could reach 95% of pre-
-pandemic revenue levels 
in 2024.

Kim says the recovery 
will be driven by pent-up 
demand from an expan-
ding mass market.

The outlook was based 
on the new gaming law 
that allows gaming ope-
rators to lower their taxes 
when they attract more 
foreign tourists, as well as 
an increase in the marke-
t-wide cap on gaming 
tables to 6,000, up from 
4,000 in 2019. 

French art festival that was 
organized annually prior to 
Covid-19 restrictions.

However, the return of the 
festival is not yet clear given 
the short timeframe availa-
ble between now and May. 
The lifting of restrictions 
was abruptly confirmed in 
December last year, and gi-
ven the rapid lifting of res-
trictions, there may not be 
enough time to organize the 
festival this year.

However, the consul-ge-
neral hinted that the organi-
zers are trying to return the 
festival to Macau, even if it 
can’t be held this year.

Meanwhile, Alliance Fran-
çaise is also resuming opera-
tions, Drulhe disclosed.

According to the 
brokerage firm, Macau’s 
casino sector may be en-
tering the biggest bull 
market cycle in over five 
years, with Galaxy En-
tertainment and Sands 
China as its top picks, 
followed by MGM China 
and Wynn Macau.

JPMorgan Securities 
(Asia Pacific) Ltd. has a 
positive outlook on the 
revenues as February’s 
daily average seems to be 
higher than last month, 
where the Lunar New Year 

was celebrated.
The banking institute 

indicated that last week’s 
GGR was about MOP400 
million, a figure that is 
considered to be the “best 
non-holiday print” in 
over three years.

In the note, analys-
ts estimated that the 
GGR could be as high as 
MOP7.2 billion for the 
first three weeks for this 
year. 

“VIP recovery, whi-
ch we estimate to be at 
around 15% of pre-Co-
vid levels, has also been 
tracking solidly for a seg-
ment that’s been consi-
dered ‘gone’ given the de-
mise of junkets,” analysts 
said, as cited in a note 
seen by GGR Asia. 

In another note, Mor-
gan Stanley is forecasting 
that the city’s operators’ 
EBITDA would be raised 
by some 70% this year to 
USD3.51 billion.

In 2022, so far, ga-
ming operators inclu-
ding Sands China, Wynn 
Resorts and MGM China 
have reported negative 
EBITDA as they faced 
weaker demand.

Last year, the govern-
ment recorded MOP19.11 
billon in gaming taxes, 
56% lower than expected.

GAMING

JP Morgan: Macau’s 
recovery still in early stages 

French CG hints 
the return of 
Le French May

INSURANCE

78% locals fear medical expenses will 
be burdensome in the coming decade
STAFF REPORTER

A 
survey on health protec-
tion planning, targeting 
GBA respondents, has 
shown that 78% of Ma-

cau respondents fear that medical 
expenses for themselves and their 
families will incur a “very heavy” or 
“rather heavy” financial burden wi-
thin the next 10 years.

The proportion of respondents 
from Hong Kong (76%) and Macau 
(78%) were higher than that from 
the mainland (65%). 

A survey titled “Healthcare Pro-
tection in the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA)” conducted by FWD Hong 
Kong sought to understand respon-
dents’ views on healthcare protec-
tion plans for individuals and their 
families, in particular their budgets 
for medical expenses and critical 
illnesses.

Conducted in September 2022, 
the survey shows that around 60-
75% of respondents in Hong Kong, 
Macau, and the mainland expected 
medical expenditure for both indi-

viduals and family members to in-
crease by over 20% in 10 years’ time, 
with the costliest treatments antici-
pated for critical/serious illnesses 
such as cancer, cardiac disease and 
strokes. 

The survey also indicated that 
49% of Macau respondents set asi-
de over 20% of their household in-
come to medical insurance, while 
62% allocated the same amount for 
critical illness insurance.

This evidences a disparity with 
respondents from Hong Kong, as 
70% of Hong Kong respondents 
spent no more than 20% of their 
household income on health insu-
rance protection. 

Meanwhile, although 95% of 
Hong Kong respondents consi-
dered healthcare protection to be 
“rather important” or “very impor-
tant,” only approximately half have 
medical insurance plans (including 
under the Voluntary Health Insu-
rance Scheme - VHIS) or critical 
illness insurance (56% and 49% res-
pectively). 

These numbers were con-

siderably lower than those 
from Macau (71% and 46% res-
pectively) and the mainland 
(80% and 70% respectively). 
Kelvin Yu, chief product officer of 
FWD Hong Kong & Macau, said, 
“The Covid-19 pandemic in the 
past few years has highlighted the 
importance of physical and mental 
wellness.”

“Medical and critical illness in-
surance will not only provide indi-
viduals with a reserve that caters for 
their future healthcare needs, but 
also helps ease the psychological 
burden associated with unexpec-
ted future medical expenditure, 
allowing them to worry less and en-
joy a healthier life,” he added. 

The survey revealed that Hong 
Kong respondents are the most 
passive among other regions in 
terms of healthcare protection 
planning, with less coverage and 
expenditure on health insurance. 

Their awareness of mental heal-
th protection was also found to 
be lower than respondents in Ma-
cau and other cities in the GBA. 

Consul-general Christile Drulhe
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CRIME

University students fall victim 
to fraud, lose tens of thousands

Vehicle fuel prices rose 21% last year
RENATO MARQUES

THE cost of fuel for mo-
tor vehicles recorded 

growth of 20.8% in 2022, 
according to data released 

from the Statistics and Cen-
sus Services (DSEC).

This hike has been at-
tributed to the general in-
crease in fuel prices across 
international markets that 

is said to be related to the 
war in Ukraine, as pre-
viously mentioned by the 
Economic and Technolo-
gical Development Bureau 
throughout the year.

The average price of one 
liter of unleaded gasoli-
ne stood at MOP13.96 last 
year, while the price of die-
sel reached MOP15.62.

Concurrently, the price 

of bottled Liquid Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) for domestic 
consumption has also ri-
sen, but to a lesser degree 
(9.9% year-on-year).

According to the same 
statement, the fuels en-
countered constant price 
adjustments throughout 
the year and ended the year 
on a high, with one liter of 
gasoline being sold at an 
average of MOP14.29 and 
one liter of diesel costing 
MOP16.21 in the last quar-
ter of the year (October to 
December).

Data from the DSCE also 
shows that 91% of all gaso-
line and 86% of all diesel 
imported to Macau comes 
from the mainland, with 
the remaining gasoline co-
ming from Saudi Arabia 
and the remaining diesel 
being directly imported 
from Singapore.

Higher prices also re-
presented a contraction in 

the market, with reduced 
consumption of gasoline 
falling 11% to 90.8 million 
liters, while diesel con-
sumption also fell but by 
around 5% to 88.8 million 
liters.

Also accountable for the 
drop in diesel consumption 
was the substitution of a 
significant part of the die-
sel-powered public buses 
fleet, as well as shuttle bu-
ses from the gaming con-
cessionaires. These vehicles 
have been recently replaced 
with hybrids, electric vehi-
cles, and vehicles powered 
by LPG to reduce polluting 
exhaust gas emissions.

The effects of Covid ou-
tbreaks and the drastic re-
duction in the number of 
tourists are also accountab-
le in this equation, since the 
shuttle buses from gaming 
operators were reduced to a 
minimum during a signifi-
cant portion of last year.

ANTHONY LAM 

SEVERAL university studen-
ts lost money to scammers 

in telephone frauds, with one of 
them losing over 220,000 Chine-
se yuan, the Judiciary Police (PJ) 
announced this week.

On Feb. 19, the 21-year-old 
female victim from mainland 
China reported her case to the 
police.

According to her, at 4:53 p.m. 
on the previous day, she got a call 
on her cellphone from a purpor-
ted male official with the Guang-
zhou Communication Adminis-
tration Bureau, who claimed that 
her credit card data had allegedly 
been abused. She was requested 
to make a trip to the city to hand-
le the matter.

Since she could not do so, 
her call was then transferred to 
the purported Shanghai Poli-
ce Bureau, from which another 
purported official requested to 
collect a video statement from 
her. The alleged police officer 
told her that her bank account 
was found to be connected to a 
money laundering case, but the 
victim denied holding the bank 
account.

The so-called police officer 
then suggested her personal data 
was being misused and asked her 
to make a declaration. She was 
also asked to transfer 225,9000 
yuan to several designated ac-
counts, which she did. Following 
this, she realized that she might 
have been scammed.

In another case, a local 
20-year-old male university stu-
dent reported that at 9 a.m., Feb. 
17, a purported courier company 
officer called his cellphone and 
claimed that he had mailed se-
veral Chinese travel documents 
and bank cards in a parcel. He 
was then told that he was sus-

pected of laundering money.
When he objected to the 

claim, saying that he had not 
sent the parcel, he was told by 
the person that his personal in-
formation might have been sto-
len and misused. The supposed 
courier officer urged the victim 
to contact the police and put him 
through to the purported Shan-
ghai Police Bureau.

Then, a purported police offi-
cer requested his personal data, 
including his Macau ID num-
ber, for verification purposes. 
The same person told him that 

he was found to be connected 
to a money laundering case and 
would be arrested.

The victim became scared and 
produced his account and his 
Visa card numbers to the so-cal-
led officer, who claimed these 
would help clear his name.

Later that night, he mentio-
ned what happened to his paren-
ts, who subsequently concluded 
he had fallen victim to a scam. 
Therefore, he suspended the 
bank account and Visa card, and 
reported the case to the police.

Another victim, a local 

23-year-old female university 
student, reported that at 6:58pm 
on Feb. 19, she got a message 
from the Facebook account of 
her secondary school teacher, 
who asked her for her phone 
number for a lucky draw event.

Later, the so-called teacher 
asked her for a one-time pas-
sword she received on her phone 
so as to participate in the event.

Telling her about winning 
HKD2,000, the purported tea-
cher requested her credit card 
details for prize collection. She 
surrendered the details without 

suspicion, before obtaining and 
surrendering a one-time pas-
sword on her phone.

At 7:45 p.m. the same day, 
she was notified of a transaction 
worth 17.13 million Indonesian 
Rupiah, equivalent to MOP9,130. 
After suspending the card, she 
went to the police station.

In the last case, a local 20-year-
-old female student was digitally 
stalked by a scammer claiming 
to be a mainland officer in con-
tact with her over suspicions of 
a personal data leak. She lost no 
money.
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Despite popularity, San Ma Lo footpath 
unlikely to be repeated soon

Coloane Prison facilities to be returned to gov’t after relocation
RENATO MARQUES

THE current facilities 
of the Coloane Prison, 

operated by the Correctio-
nal Services Bureau (DSC), 
will be returned to the Ma-
cau Special Administrati-
ve Region’s (SAR) govern-
ment’s possession as soon 
as the relocation to the new 
prison at Ka Ho is comple-
ted, the DSC told the Times.

“The current prison will 
be returned to the Macau 
SAR government once it is 
moved to the new prison 
upon its completion,” DSC 
said in response to an in-
quiry from the Times.

According to informa-
tion provided by the Urban 
Master Plan 2020-2040, the 
area where the Coloane Pri-
son is currently located is 
designated for “Collective 
Use Facilities,” which indi-
cates that the facility could 

later be used by another 
public service for a diffe-
rent purpose. Nonetheless, 
there is no reference in the 
Plan as to the new loca-
tion of the prison at Ka Ho. 
This could indicate that the 
mention of “Collective Use 
Facilities” with respect to 
the Coloane Prison could 

be a reference to the exis-
ting prison facility, given 
there is no mention of the 
new purpose to be attribu-
ted to the old facility or the 
land plot.

The construction of the 
new prison facility has been 
ongoing for several years 
and is due to be comple-

ted by the middle of this 
year. Upon completion, the 
next stage will be initiated, 
comprising relocation and 
testing of the facilities and 
equipment that is estima-
ted to take between 12 and 
18 months, the government 
said in response to a recent 
inquiry from the Commi-

ttee for Public Finance Af-
fairs of the Legislative As-
sembly.

According to the same 
reply, the new prison fa-
cility in Ka Ho will open 
in 2024 after all relocation 
procedures are concluded.

According to the latest re-
port from the Public Works 
Bureau (DSOP) dated Fe-
bruary 16, the new prison 
construction project (Phase 
3) is currently approaching 
the budgeted amount of 
around 740 million pata-
cas and has already excee-
ded the initial deadline for 
conclusion (693 working 
days) by 39.3%, that is, al-
most 40% more than ex-
pected. This percentage will 
continue to grow over the 
coming months until the 
completion of works.

The third phase of work 
occupies a construction 
area of around 38,108 squa-

re meters and includes the 
construction of the ad-
ministrative buildings of 
the new prison, which will 
comprise four building blo-
cks and a car park with two 
basement floors.

According to a survey 
from the construction su-
pervision authorities, the 
construction has suffered 
from delays attributed to 
the impacts of the pande-
mic, totaling 136 working 
days between 2020 to Ja-
nuary 2023. Still, such 
delays only account for a 
fraction of the total delay 
duration that also extends 
to the second phase of the 
construction.

Construction of the new 
prison started in August 
2010 and after several de-
lays, the project entered its 
third (and final) phase in 
June 2019. It was expected 
to conclude in 2021.

ANTHONY LAM

D
ESPITE strong po-
pularity, the pedes-
trian-only concept for 
Avenida de Almeida 

Ribeiro is unlikely to be repeated 
in the near future, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) said yesterday.

Leong Wai Man, president of 
the IC and acting president of the 
Cultural Affairs Committee, dis-
closed this at a press conference 
after yesterday’s committee mee-
ting.

The event was popular among 
the public, with members at yes-
terday’s meeting also expressing 
strong support for the event, ac-
cording to Leong and committee 
Member Wu Cho Kit. Committee 
members emphasized that the 
event had “revived the road.”

When repeatedly questioned 
by the press, Leong assured that 
“for the time being, there are no 
plans in the short term to re-or-
ganize Strolling on Avenida de Al-
meida Ribeiro,” being the official 
name of the event.

If the event returns, the form 
or some elements may be chan-
ged, the cultural official noted. 
For example, she said, the con-
cept may be staged in other areas 
instead of on Avenida de Almeida 
Ribeiro – colloquially referred to 
San Ma Lo. While it is possible 
that the event may return to San 
Ma Lo, certain elements, such as 

performances, may be scrapped.
Regarding criticisms that the 

event was more oriented towards 
business than culture – as it was 
initiated by the IC rather than 
the Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) – Leong recapped 
that the bureau’s intention was 
to leverage the festive season to 
attract people into older distric-
ts.

She admitted that criticisms of 
the lack of culturally-informative 
features had been received after 
the first three days of the event. 
In response, during the last two 
days that overlapped with the 
weekend, the bureau added ex-

planatory boards near key buil-
dings and extended the opening 
hours of the Tak Seng Pawnshop 
Museum, in addition to adding 
all-day docent services at the 
museum.

“The docent tours attracted 
over 3,000 participants, 30 times 
the number of participants on 
regular weekends,” Leong disclo-
sed.

She also boasted that the event 
managed to bring San Ma Lo into 
the limelight.

Wu said that committee mem-
bers reminded the IC to invite 
opinions from a diverse range of 
people.

Committee members also 
conveyed public opinions to 
the IC on suggestions for better 
planning and ways to provide 
education on the road’s history. 
Wu said committee members 
suggested that the IC survey bu-
sinesses operating on the road 
about their history, “as some of 
them have operated for over 50 
years and their own culture.” 
Some committee members also 
suggested the IC learn from other 
pedestrian areas outside of Ma-
cau.

The committee also discussed 
the evaluation process concer-
ning the fourth batch of historic 

realty. When asked about the ti-
metable, Leong said it did not 
exist yet, but the bureau would 
aim to conclude the evaluation 
mid-year.

The committee also suppor-
ted the proposal to not acquire 
a historic structure currently for 
sale. According to the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Law, the go-
vernment has priority purchase 
rights when such structures are 
for sale, although exercising the-
se rights is not mandatory.

Three of the former shipyards 
at Lai Chi Vun district in Coloane 
will likely be opened this year af-
ter reconstruction, Leong said.
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China says it’s seeking role 
in Ukraine peace settlement

TAIWAN

Delegation meeting Tsai reaffirms US commitment
A delegation of U.S. 

lawmakers yesterday 
met with Taiwan’s leader, 
who promised to dee-
pen military cooperation 
between the two sides 
despite objections from 
China, which claims the 
island as its own territory.

The group was one of 
many U.S. delegations 
Tsai has welcomed in re-
cent years even as Beijing 
has stepped up diploma-
tic and military harass-
ment of Taiwan.

China responded to fo-
reign visits by holding lar-
ge-scale military exercises 
seen by some as a rehear-
sal for a blockade or inva-
sion. Beijing has not ruled 
out use of force to reuni-
te Taiwan with mainland 
China, although the sides 

have been separated sin-
ce a civil war in 1949, and 
most Taiwanese prefer to 
keep the status quo of de-
-facto independence.

Tsai thanked the 
lawmakers for coming, 
saying it was a chance to 
deepen ongoing coope-
ration in semiconductor 

chip design and manufac-
turing, renewable energy 
and next-generation 5G 
mobile network.

“Taiwan and the U.S. 
(will) continue to bols-
ter military exchanges. 
Going forward, Taiwan 
will cooperate even more 
actively with the U.S. and 

other democratic part-
ners to confront such bold 
challenges as authorita-
rian expansionism and 
climate change,” Tsai said.

Tensions between the 
U.S. and China inflated 
after Washington shot 
down a suspected Chine-
se spy balloon that Beijing 

maintains was an unman-
ned weather balloon. 
Both sides are also in 
opposition on the war in 
Ukraine, and Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken war-
ned Sunday that Beijing 
could be considering pro-
viding weapons to Russia 
for the war.

Taiwan remains a flash 
point. Wang Yi, the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s 
most senior foreign po-
licy official, said over the 
weekend that Taiwan “has 
never been a country and 
it will not be a country in 
the future.”

“We are here to affirm 
the shared values between 
the U.S. and Taiwan — a 
commitment to demo-
cracy, a commitment to 
freedom,” California Rep. 

Ro Khanna said. “The U.S. 
under President Biden’s 
leadership seeks peace in 
the region.”

He is accompanied by 
Reps. Tony Gonzales of 
Texas, Jake Auchincloss 
of Massachusetts and Jo-
nathan Jackson of Illinois. 
The group met with their 
legislative counterparts 
Monday, as well as Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company founder 
Morris Chang.

Khanna also offered a 
tribute to former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, who 
recently entered hospice 
care. He was president 
when Congress passed 
the Taiwan Relations Act, 
under which the U.S. 
must ensure Taiwan can 
defend itself. MDT/AP

THE foreign minister of Chi-
na said yesterday his country 

wants to play a role in ending the 
conflict.

Qin Gang told participants at 
a security conference in Beijing 
that China was concerned the 
almost year-long war could esca-
late further and spin “out of con-
trol.”

China would continue to urge 
peace talks and provide “Chinese 
wisdom” to bring about a political 
settlement, he said.

“At the same time, we urge re-
levant countries to immediately 
stop adding fuel to the fire, stop 
shifting blames to China, and stop 
hyping up the discourse of Ukrai-
ne today, Taiwan tomorrow,” Qin 
said in an apparent reference 
to military support provided to 
Ukraine by the United States and 
its allies, as well as concerns that 
China is preparing to make good 
on its threats to use force to as-
sert its claim to sovereignty over 
Taiwan, a self-governing island 
democracy.

China has refused to condemn 
Russia’s invasion or atrocities 
against Ukrainian civilians and 
strongly criticized Western eco-
nomic sanctions against Moscow. 
In deference to Moscow, it has yet 
to describe the conflict as an in-
vasion.

China and Russia have aligned 
their foreign policies to oppose 
the U.S. and, weeks before the 
Ukraine invasion, their leaders 

declared a partnership with “no 
limits.” China also says Russia was 
provoked into using military force 
by NATO’s eastward expansion.

Despite that, Qin reiterated 
China’s claim that it has “always 
taken an objective and impartial 
stance based on the merits of the 
issue.”

“China is deeply worried about 
the escalation of the situation and 
even the possibility of it going 
out of control,” Qin said. He said 
Chinese President Xi Jinping had 
put forward proposals that have 

“played a responsible and cons-
tructive role in easing the situa-
tion and de-escalating the crisis,” 
without offering any details or 
evidence.

“We will continue to promote 
peace talks, provide Chinese wis-
dom for the political settlement 
of the Ukraine crisis, and work 
with the international communi-
ty to promote dialogue and con-
sultation to address the concerns 
of all parties and seek common 
security,” Qin said.

China has opposed criticism 

of Russia at the United Nations, 
while insisting that the sove-
reignty and territorial integrity 
of all nations be respected, a po-
sition that underpins its claim to 
Taiwan, which separated from 
the mainland amid civil war more 
than 70 years ago.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin could meet with the Chinese 
Communist Party’s foreign poli-
cy chief Wang Yi in Moscow, the 
Kremlin said Monday.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov hailed Russia-China ties 

as “multidimensional and allied 
in nature.”

That statement coincided 
with U.S. President Joe Biden’s 
unannounced visit to Ukraine on 
Monday to meet with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and show 
support for Kyiv days ahead of 
the one-year anniversary of Rus-
sia’s invasion.

Wang’s trip to Russia follows 
talks Saturday with U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken on 
the sidelines of an international 
security conference in Muni-
ch. Blinken said he reiterated to 
Wang that any Chinese material 
support for the Russian armed 
forces would trigger a strong res-
ponse from Washington. Thus 
far, the U.S. says there are no in-
dications that China is doing so, 
although its close economic ties 
with Russia have offered a lifeline 
to Putin’s regime.

Russia, in turn, has offered 
strong support for China and 
held a series of joint military drills 
amid tensions with the U.S. over 
Taiwan, trade, human rights and 
Chinese territorial claims in the 
South China Sea.

China’s Foreign Ministry issued 
a lengthy statement yesterday 
outlining Xi’s “Global Security Ini-
tiative,” which aims to “eliminate 
the root causes of international 
conflicts, improve global security 
governance, encourage joint in-
ternational efforts to bring more 
stability and certainty to a volatile 
and changing era, and promote 
durable peace and development 
in the world,” the statement said.

In its only reference to Rus-
sia’s invasion, it said the initiative 
would “support political settle-
ment of hotspot issues such as 
the Ukraine crisis through dialo-
gue and negotiation.” MDT/AP

Foreign Minister Qin Gang gestures to delegations as he arrives at the Lanting Forum on the Global Security Initiative held at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs office in Beijing yesterday



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 22.02.2023

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

ASIA PACIFIC亞太

page 7

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AUSTRALIA

Spy boss details unprecedented 
espionage danger

JAPAN

Leiji Matsumoto, known for 
antiwar anime, space tales, dies
LEIJI Matsumoto, the 

anime creator known 
for “Space Battleship 
Yamato” and other classics 
using a fantastical style and 
antiwar themes, has died at 
age 85.

His manga works “Ga-
laxy Express 999” and “Spa-
ce Pirate Captain Herlock” 
were adapted into televi-
sion anime series in the 
1970s and became huge 
hits in and outside Japan.

Matsumoto, whose real 
name was Akira Matsumo-
to, died of acute heart fai-
lure in a Tokyo hospital on 
Feb. 13, his office, Studio 

Leijisha, said Monday.
Born in the southwes-

tern city of Kurume, Mat-

sumoto started drawing at 
age 6, and rose to fame with 
“Otoko Oidon,” a manga 

series telling the story of a 
poor man from southern 
Japan who lives in a boar-

ding house in Tokyo and 
struggles to balance work 
and studying.

Many of his manga were 
in the “battlefield comics” 
genre with more than 150 
stories depicting tragedy 
of war.

His antiwar theme co-
mes from his father, an 
elite army pilot who retur-
ned from Southeast Asia 
and taught his son that war 
should never be fought.

In his interview with 
Japan’s NHK television in 
2018, Matsumoto recalled 
seeing his father apologize 
to the mothers of his su-
bordinates for not being 
able to bring them back 
alive. His father also told 
Matsumoto that one had 
to be a demon to not think 
an enemy has a family.

“War destroys your fu-
ture,” Matsumoto said in 
the interview, noting that 

many talented youths 
who might have contri-
buted to “the civilization 
of mankind” were killed 
during war.

“I was told by my father 
that any life is born in or-
der to live, not to die,” Ma-
tsumoto said. “I think we 
should not be wasting time 
fighting on the Earth.”

Matsumoto received 
several cultural and arts 
awards from the Japanese 
government, and the Kni-
ght of the Order of Arts and 
Letters from France.

Matsumoto’s daughter 
Makiko Matsumoto, who 
heads the studio, said in 
a statement released on 
Twitter: “Manga artist Lei-
ji Matsumoto set out on a 
journey to the sea of stars. 
I think he lived a happy life, 
thinking about continuing 
to draw stories as a manga 
artist.” MDT/AP

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

A
USTRALIA faces an 
unprecedented threat 
of espionage and fo-
reign interference with 

more Australians being targeted 
by agents than ever before, the 
head of the nation’s main domes-
tic spy agency said yesterday.

Multiple nations were using 
espionage and foreign interferen-
ce to advance their interests and 
undermine Australia’s, Mike Bur-
gess, secretary-general of security 

at the Australian Security Intelli-
gence Organization, said in his 
21-page assessment speech.

“They are using espionage to 
covertly understand Australia’s 
politics and decision-making, our 
alliances and partnerships, and 
our economic and policy priori-
ties,” Burgess said.

“Based on what ASIO is seeing, 
more Australians are being tar-
geted for espionage and foreign 
interference than at any time in 
Australia’s history – more hosti-
le foreign intelligence services, 

more spies, more targeting, more 
harm, more ASIO investigations, 
more ASIO disruptions.”

He added, “From where I sit, it 
feels like hand-to-hand combat.”

His comments were released 
to the media before the speech at 
ASIO headquarters in the Austra-
lian capital Canberra.

He said his agency had noti-
ced an uptick in online targeting 
of people working in Australia’s 
defense industry since Septem-
ber 2021, when U.S. President 
Joe Biden, then-British Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson and then-
-Australian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison announced a three-way 
agreement known as AUKUS to 
provide Australia with a fleet of 
submarines powered by U.S. nu-
clear technology.

“As we progress AUKUS, it’s cri-
tical our allies know we can keep 
our secrets and keep their secre-
ts,” Burgess said.

Australians being targeted by 
foreign governments include ju-
dges, media commentators and 
journalists, Burgess said, adding 

that a small number of “judicial 
figures” has been subjected to 
“suspicious approaches.”

Spies were seeking to use liti-
gation as an “intelligence collec-
tion toll,” Burgess said.

ASIO had uncovered and 
stopped a plot to potentially re-
cruit Australian journalists throu-
gh all-expenses paid “study tours” 
of a foreign country. The agency 
also had been tracking for several 
years former Australian military 
personnel who were willing to sell 
their training and expertise to fo-
reign governments, Burgess said.

Australian, British and Cana-
dian defense officials have voi-
ced concerns in recent months 
that China is attempting to poach 
military expertise such as figh-
ter jet pilots. The United States 
is attempting to extradite from 
Sydney former U.S. pilot Daniel 
Duggan on an indictment that he 
conspired with others to provide 
training to Chinese pilots in 2010 
and 2012.

“Third party companies have 
offered Australians hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and other 
significant perks to help autho-
ritarian regimes improve their 
combat skills,” Burgess said.

He said that in some cases, au-
thorities have been able to stop 
the former insiders travelling 
overseas to provide the training, 
but in others, legal ambiguities 
have impeded law enforcement’s 
ability to intervene.

ASIO last year downgraded 
Australia’s terrorism threat level 
from “probable” to “possible” for 
the first time since 2014.

ASIO assesses that Australia 
remains a potential terrorist 
target, but there were fewer ex-
tremists with the intention to 
conduct an attack in Australia 
than there were when the threat 
level of raised in 2014, Burgess 
said. MDT/AP

Leiji Matsumoto poses for portraits at the 70th edition of the Venice Film Festival in Sept. 2013

ASIO Director General Mike Burgess
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Two senior 
members of the 
Philippines go-
vernment have 
taken refuge in 
the defence mi-
nistry building in 
the capital, Mani-
la, after denoun-
cing President Ferdinand Marcos.

Yesterday, Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and 
chief of staff Lieutenant-General Fidel Ramos accu-
sed the president of planning to arrest leaders of the 
opposition.

They called on ministers and army officers to help 
them topple Marcos and then took over Camp Agui-
naldo, the defence ministry.

Speaking from Camp Aguinaldo, Mr Enrile told the 
press Mrs Aquino had won the election and Marcos 
should step down.

“We had no plans to stage a coup d’etat. But we 
are going to defend ourselves from an imminent as-
sault,” Mr Enrile said.

Lt-Gen Ramos told American TV all 13 regional 
army commanders had pledged their support for a 
coup, while Marcos claimed he had control of “99% 
of the military”.

Heavily armed troops have surrounded the building 
and President Marcos has said the situation is “under 
control”.

He also accused the two men of conspiring to as-
sassinate him and his wife, Imelda, and demanded 
their surrender.

In elections held on 7 February, the main opposition 
party, led by Corazon Aquino, and President Marcos 
both claimed victory.

The US has attempted to mediate by sending US 
special envoy Philip Habib who reports back to Presi-
dent Reagan later today.

Mrs Aquino, widow of Benigno Aquino assassina-
ted on his return from exile three years ago by Marcos 
supporters, rejected Mr Habib’s proposal last week 
for a power-sharing government.

Mrs Aquino has accused the president of stealing 
power and called for a one-day general strike next 
week and a boycott of businesses owned by the 
Marcos entourage.

The head of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Philippines, Cardinal Jaime Sin, is also demanding an 
uprising.

He has called on the people to support Mr Enrile - 
despite the fact that he helped Marcos impose mar-
tial law in 1972 - and Lt-Gen Ramos.

“If such a government does not of itself freely cor-
rect the evil it has inflicted on the people then it is our 
serious moral obligation as a people to make it do so,” 
he said.

“The way indicated to us now is the way of non-vio-
lent struggle for justice.”

Courtesy BBC News

1986 Filipino coup 
leaders tell Marcos to go

In context

The following day hundreds of thousands of 
civilians responded to calls for an uprising by 
surrounding troops at Camp Aguinaldo with bar-
ricades of buses, sandbags, logs and rubble.
The army put up little resistance to this “people 
power” and on 25 February Ferdinand Marcos 
and his wife were forced to flee to the United 
States. Marcos died in Hawaii in 1989.
Both were indicted by a US court on charges of 
fraud but Imelda was acquitted in 1990. In 1991 she 
was allowed home and ran for president but lost.
Two years later a Filipino court sentenced her to 
18 years for corruption. She appealed and was 
acquitted.
Mrs Corazon Aquino was sworn in as the country’s 
first woman president the day the Marcos’ left.
She survived six coup attempts before she 
stepped down in 1992 to support her former De-
fence Minister Fidel Ramos as the next president.

this day in history

PUTIN’S WAR

Ukraine’s unlikely wartime 
leader Zelenskyy instills hope

front lines. Through all the 
horrors of the war, Zelenskyy 
has instilled a belief that 
Ukraine can prevail.

Zelenskyy was just 41 
when he was elected pre-
sident in 2019, largely on 
the promise that he would 
be the kind of corruption-
-fighting president he had 
played so well in a popular 
television show. In those first 
years, he struggled to con-
vince Ukrainians he was up 
to the job and his approval 
ratings slumped.

War can take leaders and 
make them heroes or fools. 
Moscow’s struggles in Ukrai-
ne have done nothing to ele-
vate Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin in the eyes of the 
world. But it was as a war-
time leader that Zelenskyy 
found his moment. Many 
now compare him to Wins-
ton Churchill, the British 
prime minister who famou-
sly led his country in World 
War II as it came under atta-
ck from Nazi Germany.

“He’s been extraordinarily 
good at channeling a kind 
of larger national spirit,” 
Fiona Hill, a Russia scholar 
at the Brookings Institution 
who served in the past three 
U.S. administrations, said in 
an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press. She credits, in 
part, Zelenskyy’s training 
as an actor. “Sometimes, it’s 
literally when we say this is 
the role of a lifetime, there 
is that performative element 
of it.”

Hill notes that Churchill 
“wasn’t this great a leader 

in peacetime as he was in 
the war, and he himself was 
a performer and he enjoyed 
amateur theatricals and also 
knew that he was playing a 
role.”

As a wartime leader, 
Zelenskyy almost immedia-
tely began to dress the part, 
shedding his trim suits for 
an entire wardrobe of army 
green. His boyish face grew 
a dark beard. He seemed to 
age overnight.

Before the invasion, he 
looked much like the affa-
ble young history teacher 
from his TV show, “Servant 
of the People,” about a man 
who was improbably elec-
ted president after a student 
surreptitiously filmed his 
profanity-filled rant against 
government corruption. 
The comedy show, which 
ran from 2015 until the real 
election in spring 2019, was 
hugely popular.

Michael Kimmage, who 
worked on Russia and Ukrai-
ne policy at the U.S. State 
Department during the Oba-
ma administration, traces 
some of Zelenskyy’s success 
in uniting the country back 
to the 2019 election, which 
he won with 70% of the vote 
and without the kind of Eas-
t-West division seen in pre-
vious elections.

But Kimmage says 
Zelenskyy’s “quasi-Chur-
chillian characteristics” 
came as a surprise.

“He’s a former entertainer 
and comedian, so you don’t 
sort of naturally put him 
into that military role. But 

it just fit,” he said. “I don’t 
know where that came from. 
It’s obviously enormously 
consequential for the war it-
self, but not a quality that I 
saw in Zelenskyy before the 
war.”

While uniting his own 
country, Zelenskyy also has 
been highly effective in get-
ting the world to stand with 
the Ukrainians and provide 
the steady flow of money 
and military supplies that 
have kept them in the fight. 
After dozens of speeches by 
video link, Zelenskyy tra-
veled out of the country in 
December for the first time 
since the war began to meet 
U.S. President Joe Biden at 
the White House and address 
Congress. He followed that 
up with visits this month to 
London, Paris and Brussels.

At the Munich Securi-
ty Conference last week, 
Zelenskyy was relentless 
in imploring allies to keep 
standing firm with Ukraine 
and not to waste a minute 
doing so. Russia is the Golia-
th, he said; Ukraine is David 
with the sling.

“There is no alternative to 
speed,” he said, “because it’s 
speed that life depends on.”

In pleading for ever more 
powerful weapons, he has 
steadily worn down resis-
tance. He has been rewarded 
recently with promises of the 
longer-range missiles, ad-
vanced air defense systems 
and modern battle tanks that 
will help his army try to win 
back territory as the war en-
ters its second year. MDT/AP

LYNN BERRY, 
WASHINGTON

A 
year ago, with Rus-
sian forces bearing 
down on Ukrai-
ne’s capital, Wes-

tern leaders feared for the 
life of President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and advised him 
to flee. The U.S. offered him 
an escape route.

Instead, he filmed a de-
fiant video of himself on a 
darkened street outside the 
presidential offices with 
his four closest aides ar-
rayed behind him. “We are 
all here,” Zelenskyy said in 
a declaration of their deter-
mination to stay in Kyiv and 
defend Ukraine’s indepen-
dence.

It was powerful political 
theater. From the first days 
of the war, when few expec-
ted Ukraine’s army to hold 
up against a Russian onslau-
ght, Zelenskyy has inspired 
Ukrainians to fight. He has 
given them hope.

Night after night, he has 
addressed the nation in a 
video posted on social me-
dia. His actor-trained voice 
can be soothing or forceful, 
rising in moral outrage as he 
condemns the most recent 
Russian atrocities and insis-
ts that those responsible will 
be punished.

He speaks of the anger 
and pain from the devas-
tation of the country and 
the untold deaths. He vows 
that Ukraine will one day be 
made whole. He never tires 
of thanking all those on the 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Thick slice; 5- Winter pear; 9- From; 13- Like Shirley Temple’s hair; 15- 

Comic Rudner; 16- Accent; 17- Use a soapbox; 18- Like Nash’s lama; 19- Experts; 
20- ___ Aviv; 21- Hog-wild; 23- Operatic soprano; 25- Prissy; 26- Slice of meat; 27- 
Soft plain-weave fabric; 30- Greek goddess of rashness and divine punishment; 31- 
Settle a loan; 32- Wingless; 37- Nev. neighbor; 38- Maytag brand; 40- Della’s creator; 
41- One of the 12 tribes of Israel; 43- Roomy dress cut; 44- Olympics chant; 45- 
Krypton, for one; 47- Pollen producer; 50- Commedia dell’___; 51- Shorthand pros; 
52- In your dreams!; 53- Neither Rep. nor Dem.; 56- Unit of language; 57- Liquid food; 
59- Absolute; 61- Church section; 62- Shoppe sign word; 63- Wary; 64- Driving aids; 
65- Incursion; 66- Old Testament book;
 
DOWN 1- Nae sayer?; 2- Decoy; 3- Asian sea; 4- Sandwich initials; 5- Sweeping 
implements; 6- Hog sound; 7- ___-Foy, Quebec; 8- Capital of West Bengal; 9- 
Whatsoever; 10- Plinth; 11- ___ a time 
(singly); 12- Own (up); 14- On an annual 
basis; 22- DI doubled; 24- To ___ (perfectly); 
25- Public square; 26- ___ Crunch; 27- Burn 
the midnight oil, studying; 28- Jealous wife of 
myth; 29- Neat as ___; 32- Satisfied sound; 
33- Noted Civil War biography; 34- Not a 
dup.; 35- Radius neighbor; 36- Gets the 
picture; 38- Estimator; 39- Intend; 42- Kind 
of wrestling; 43- Tricky; 45- Uttered gratingly; 
46- Onassis, to pals; 47- Mine excavation; 
48- Concise; 49- Aconcagua’s range; 51- 
Attack a fly; 52- Autobahn auto; 53- News 
bit; 54- Roman emperor; 55- Prohibitionists; 
58- Pay stub?; 60- Green or black, e.g.; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Sports, physical fitness programs, 
exercise in general will make you feel 
better and show some pretty quick 
results. Do not let lovers cost you 
money or take advantage of  you. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your family needs to spend some 
time with you, too. Don’t blow 
situations out of  proportion. 
Avoid boredom by being creative 
in your endeavors. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You are apt to meet someone 
special on your journey. Don’t let 
the erratic behavior of  someone 
you live with interfere with your 
professional performance. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your involvement in groups will 
be favorable for meeting new and 
exciting individuals. You may 
want to take a serious look at your 
goals and objectives.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Help an older member with a 
problem that faces them. Have 
some fun, but draw the line if  
someone tries to fast talk their 
way into your heart. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Someone you live with will be 
quite unreasonable today. Finish 
projects that have been hanging 
over your head. You always seem 
to spend more than you make. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Don’t allow someone to do 
a job that was designated 
specifically for you. Catch up 
on any correspondence you’ve 
neglected.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Toning, fitness, pampering 
should all be scheduled. You 
may experience setbacks due to 
additional responsibilities with 
loved ones. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Be sure to spend time helping 
children with projects that are too 
difficult for them to accomplish 
alone. However, you should be 
concerned about what they want 
in return. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Travel will also be very 
informative. Keep the promises 
you’ve made or you can expect 
to be in the doghouse. Don’t 
be afraid to speak in defense of  
others. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t hesitate to sign up for 
lectures or seminars that will 
enlighten you. Mingle with those 
who can help you get ahead. 
Relatives may play an important 
role in your personal life. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can meet a new romantic 
partner or secure the love 
connection you already have by 
going out and entertaining yourself. 
You may find that your generosity 
has been taken for granted.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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SCIENCE

Scientist behind gene-edited 
babies eyes work in Hong Kong
KANIS LEUNG & EMILY WANG 
FUJIYAMA, BEIJING

A Chinese scientist who set off 
an ethical debate five years 

ago with claims that he made the 
world’s first genetically edited ba-
bies said yesterday that he hopes 
to research rare hereditary disea-
ses in Hong Kong.

He Jiankui shocked the world 
in 2018 when he announced he 
had altered the embryos of twin 
girls, with many in the scientific 
community criticizing his work 
as unethical. He was convicted 
by a mainland Chinese court in 
2019 of practicing medicine wi-
thout a license and sentenced to 
three years in prison with a fine 
of 3 million yuan ($445,000).

Ten months after his release, 
He announced in Beijing yes-
terday that he has been granted 
a Hong Kong visa and is in con-
tact with universities, research 
institutes and companies in the 
financial hub.

He said he would consider 
working in Hong Kong if there is 
an appropriate opportunity, and 
that he plans to research gene 

therapy for rare hereditary disea-
ses.

“My scientific research will 
comply with the ethics codes 
and international consensus on 
scientific research,” he said at a 
brief news conference.

He’s announcement in 2018 
sparked a global debate over the 
ethics of gene editing. In inter-
views with The Associated Press, 
he said he had used a tool called 
CRISPR-cas9 to try to disable a 
gene that allows HIV to enter ce-

lls in an attempt to give the ba-
bies the ability to resist AIDS.

The CRISPR-cas9 tool has 
been tested elsewhere in adults 
to treat diseases, but many in the 
scientific community criticized 
He’s work as medically unneces-
sary and unethical partly becau-
se any genetic changes could be 
passed down to future genera-
tions.

In convicting him in 2019, the 
Chinese court in Shenzhen said 
he had not obtained qualifica-
tions as a doctor, had pursued 
fame and profit, deliberately 
violated Chinese regulations on 
scientific research, and crossed 
an ethical line in both scienti-
fic research and medicine. The 
court also confirmed a third bir-
th, saying his project involved 
three gene-edited babies born to 
two women.

He was released last April and 
was invited to speak at the Uni-
versity of Oxford next month. But 
he wrote on Twitter this mon-
th that he was not ready to talk 
about his experiences over the 
last three years and decided to 
cancel the visit.

He invited about six media 
organizations to his news confe-
rence yesterday but left after rea-
ding a statement for about two 
minutes. He did not respond to 
questions as he left.

In a later written response, he 
said he plans to form an advisory 
committee on ethics to vet his 
future work and make sure the 
process is open and transparent.

He said he plans to research 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, 
a genetic disorder that he said of-
ten causes people to die of heart 
and lung failure when they are 
about 20 years old. No medicine 
can cure the disease and gene 
therapy may help, he said.

“We hope to use AI tools to 
evolve the adeno-associated vi-
rus capsids to improve the effi-
ciency of gene therapy and lar-
gely lower the costs of gene the-
rapy so as to make it affordable 
for each family,” he said.

In Hong Kong, the granting of 
a visa to He under a new program 
to woo global talent raised con-
cerns that recipients may have 
criminal records.

Hong Kong Secretary for La-
bour and Welfare Chris Sun re-
fused to comment on individual 
cases but acknowledged that 
applicants have not needed to 
disclose any criminal record in 
the application process. He said 
applicants will have to do so star-
ting today. MDT/AP
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

FOOTBALL
Leeds looks 
set to hire 
Javi Gracia as 
next manager

LEEDS appears to be close to hiring 
Javi Gracia as manager of the stru-

ggling Premier League team after the 
Spanish coach arrived at Elland Road 
yesterday.

It would be Gracia’s second job in En-
gland’s top division, after a spell at Wat-
ford from 2018-19.

Leeds has been searching for a repla-
cement for Jesse Marsch, who was fired 
on Feb. 6 after nearly a year in charge.

Michael Skubala, who had been coa-
ching Leeds’ under-21 team, was pla-
ced in interim charge for the last three 
games. In that time, Leeds has dropped 
into the relegation zone and is currently 
in next-to-last place.

Gracia has been out of work since lea-
ving Qatari team Al Sadd in June.

Leeds’ next game is against last-place 
Southampton on Saturday. MDT/AP

Wales’ players react, during the Six Nations rugby match between Scotland 
and Wales last week

RUGBY | SIX NATIONS

Wales-England match 
under threat of strike action
T

HE Six Nations rugby 
match between Wales 
and England looked 
increasingly under 

threat of a players’ strike after 
the Wales team announcement 
was delayed yesterday amid 
contract talks.

Wales coach Warren Gatland 
held off announcing his team 
for Saturday’s game at Prin-
cipality Stadium, raising the 
stakes in a standoff between 
the country’s top players and 
Welsh rugby authorities that 
has been simmering for mon-
ths.

Talks between negotiators of 
a new six-year financial agree-
ment — the Professional Ru-
gby Board — and Wales’ pro-
fessional players are scheduled 
to take place on Wednesday.

The players are mostly 
unhappy they are being offered 
contracts that would see them 
receive 80% of their salary, with 
the remaining 20% comprising 
bonuses.

They also want Wales’ mi-

nimum 60-cap selection rule 
for players playing outside the 
country to be scrapped, and a 
voice at meetings of the Profes-
sional Rugby Board.

No long-form agreement 
between the Welsh Rugby 
Union and Wales’ four profes-
sional rugby regions — Cardiff, 
Dragons, Ospreys, Scarlets — 
has yet been agreed in writing. 
That means players whose 

contracts expire at the end of 
this season currently cannot be 
offered new deals.

Gatland said at a news con-
ference there had been “half a 
dozen” meetings over the last 
few days and felt it would be 
best to delay the team announ-
cement because of “the uncer-
tainty of what’s happening.”

“I am confident that from 
the discussions that are taking 

place, something will get resol-
ved today,” Gatland said.

The New Zealander said a 
training session planned for 
after his news conference has 
been canceled to allow for fur-
ther talks.

“It’s a been a bit of a challen-
ge,” he said, “but sometimes 
that galvanizes people.

“In fairness to the players, 
they are training. Even this 
morning, they put their 
training heads on and trained 
well. We had a good week last 
week. There have been things 
going on behind — we are well 
aware of that — but everyone 
who has come to training has 
applied themselves well.”

Gatland said he hadn’t made 
any contingency plans in case 
an agreement is not reached.

Wales has lost the first two 
matches of the Six Nations — 
against Ireland then Scotland 
— for the first time in 16 years.

The Welsh haven’t started 
with three straight losses since 
2003.MDT/AP
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Turkey A new 6.4-magnitude 
earthquake killed eight 
people and injured more 
than 200 others in parts of 
Turkey laid waste two weeks 
ago by a massive quake that 
killed tens of thousands, 
authorities said. More 
buildings collapsed, trapping 
some people, while scores 
of injuries were recorded in 
neighboring Syria too. This 
earthquake was centered in 
the town of Defne, in Hatay 
province, one the worst-hit 
regions in the magnitude 7.8 
quake that struck on Feb. 6.

Poland President Joe Biden is 
set to consult with allies from 
NATO›s eastern flank in 
Poland today as the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine edges 
toward an even more 
complicated stage. After 
paying an unannounced visit 
to Kyiv, Biden made his way 
to Warsaw on Monday on a 
mission to solidify Western 
unity as both Ukraine and 
Russia prepare to launch 
spring offensives.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin accused Western 
countries yesterday of 
igniting and sustaining the 
war in Ukraine, dismissing any 
blame for Moscow almost 
a year after the Kremlin’s 
unprovoked invasion of its 
neighbor that has killed tens 
of thousands of people. In his 
long-delayed state-of-the-
nation address, Putin cast 
Russia — and Ukraine — as 
victims of Western double-
dealing and said Russia, not 
Ukraine, was the one fighting 
for its very existence.

Kenya The International 
Energy Agency yesterday 
accused fossil fuel industries 
of doing too little to curb 
methane emissions and 
undermining global climate 
goals to limit warming. 
Economic uncertainty, high 
energy prices and concerns 
over security of supply, which 
would have led to emissions 
cuts in 2022, were ineffective 
as methane emissions 
remained “stubbornly high,” 
the report said.

Liberia may have ‘parallel system’
for illegal log exports

The lush West African rainforests of Liberia are being cut down and 
illegally exported with the likely collusion of powerful government 
officials, according to a diplomatic document obtained by The As-
sociated Press that described an apparent “parallel system” for trade 
in timber.

The document is a compilation of reports prepared by independent 
international monitors over the last three years, made public here for 
the first time. It includes a table of 39 cases where monitors said they 
found evidence of lawbreaking or governance failure and no action 
taken to address any of them. It says the country’s chief timber of-

ficial, Mike Doryen, runs his own “special task force” to bypass the 
personnel stationed at checkpoints who are there to prevent logging 
virgin rainforest.

The U.K. Foreign Office document describes a network of illicit 
sawmills, off-the-books exports and payments made to the Liberian 
forestry agency that were not deposited in official accounts, that cou-
ld amount to a “parallel system” for the timber trade.

“Such a system suggests the collusion of individuals at the (forestry 
agency), the National Port Authority, and Customs,” U.K. diplomats 
wrote.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

KEVIN MCGILL, 
NEW ORLEANS

NEW Orleans’ annual 
Carnival season ente-

red its ebullient crescendo 
today (Macau time) with 
thousands of revelers ex-
pected to pack the French 
Quarter and line miles of 
parade routes in a citywi-
de Mardi Gras celebration 
underpinned this year by 
violent crime concerns 
and political turmoil.

Gunfire that broke out 
during a parade Sunday 
night left a teenager dead 
and four others injured, 
including a 4-year-old 
girl. Police quickly arres-
ted Mansour Mbodj, 21, 
for illegally carrying a 
weapon, then upgraded 
the charge to second-de-
gree murder.

Officials stressed that 
the shooting was an isola-
ted event.

The violence appeared 
to have little effect yes-
terday crowds. St. Char-
les Avenue, including the 
area where gunfire broke 
out, was again lined with 
people dancing, drinking 
and eating in a football 
tailgate atmosphere as 
they awaited the eve-
ning’s parades. The Fren-
ch Quarter was packed 
with partiers wandering 
among bars, restaurants 
and strip clubs.

Revelers shrugged off 
crime at an afternoon 
riverside park event ce-
lebrating this year’s king 
and queen of the Zulu So-
cial Aid and Pleasure Club.

“I think whatever it was, 
it was a private dispute 
that happened in a public 
place,” said Chris Flug of 
New Orleans, referencing 
the Sunday night shoo-
ting. “It’s always sad when 
gun violence takes a life, 
but it shouldn’t taint the 
city or the event. You can’t 
predict people’s behavior.”

Crime has contributed 
to dissatisfaction with 
Mayor LaToya Cantrell. 
She won re-election easily 
in 2021, but has suffered 
a myriad of political pro-
blems since, including 
criticism about crime, the 
slow pace of major street 
repairs and questions over 
her personal use of a city-
-owned French Quarter 
apartment.

A recall petition laun-
ched last year is nearing a 
Wednesday deadline. One 
of the organizers, Eileen 
Carter, said she believes 
the movement has enou-
gh signatures, but will 
make a last-minute push.

“We’re going to have 
people canvassing the pa-
rade routes,” Carter said. 
“That’s been really helpful 
to us.”

Fueling the political 

tumult: Cantrell was cap-
tured in a social media 
video gesturing with her 
middle-finger as a parade 
passed by a city reviewing 
stand over the weekend. 
What sparked the gesture 
was unclear. The mayor’s 
press office did not res-
pond to a request for com-
ment from The Associated 
Press. A statement given 
to The Times-Picayune/
The New Orleans Advoca-
te shed little light.

“Mardi Gras is a time 
where satire and jest are on 
full display,” spokesperson 
Gregory Joseph said in a 
prepared statement. “The 
city has been enjoying a 
safe and healthy Carni-
val,” the statement said, 
adding that the mayor was 
looking forward to conti-
nuing the celebration.

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tues-
day, is the culmination of 
Carnival season, which 
officially begins each year 
on Jan. 6, the 12th day af-
ter Christmas, and closes 
with the beginning of Lent 
on Ash Wednesday.

New Orleans’ raucous 
celebration is the nation’s 
most well-known, but the 
holiday is also celebrated 
throughout much of Lou-
isiana and the Gulf Coast. 
Mobile, Alabama, lays 
claim to the oldest Mar-
di Gras celebration in the 
country. MDT/AP

Mardi Gras ebullience 
intersects with crime 
worry, politics
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Washington’s 
risky imprudence 
in Straits

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defen-
se Michael Chase has reportedly arrived 
in Taiwan for a visit. If reports about the 
senior Pentagon official’s trip turn out to 
be true, it will certainly exacerbate ten-
sions between China and the United Sta-
tes and further plunge bilateral relations, 
already on a downward spiral, to an even 
lower level.

Sino-US relations worsened drastically 
last August when then US House speaker 
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan despite re-
peated warnings from the Chinese main-
land. Beijing lodged solemn protests to 
Washington over the incident as it vio-
lated the one-China principle and sent 
“wrong signals” to separatist forces on the 
island seeking “Taiwan independence”.

It was not until mid-November that the 
tense relations between the two coun-
tries gained a respite after their top lea-
ders met face-to-face in Bali, Indone-
sia, on the sidelines of the G20 Summit. 
During their meeting, US President Joe 
Biden reiterated that the US government 
is committed to the one-China policy, it 
does not support “Taiwan independen-
ce”, does not support “two Chinas” or 
“one China, one Taiwan”, nor does it seek 
to use the Taiwan question as a tool to 
contain China.

Such words are taken seriously by Bei-
jing, which has expressed the hope that 
Washington will act on the solemn assu-
rance to real effect. Any visit to the island 
by White House or Pentagon officials 
would be tantamount to a renege on that 
promise and damage the credibility of the 
US as a responsible country that can keep 
its commitments.

So far the Pentagon has declined to com-
ment on the reported visit, suggesting 
it might at least want to exercise some 
caution in handling this sensitive issue. 
Yet the island’s ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party government has obviously 
been emboldened by the increasing mi-
litary support it has been receiving from 
Washington. In a meeting with visiting 
US lawmakers on Tuesday, Taiwan leader 
Tsai Ing-wen said Taiwan is bolstering its 
military ties with the US and will coope-
rate even more closely with it to deal with 
“authoritarian expansionism”, revealing 
her intention to use external forces to 
resist the island’s reunification with its 
motherland.

The Taiwan question is at the very core 
of China’s national interests, and is the be-
drock of the political foundation of Chi-
na-US relations. It is also the element that 
will potentially decide whether the wor-
ld’s two largest economies will someday 
slide into a direct military conflict.

And the Taiwan question, an internal af-
fair of China, is essentially different from 
the Ukraine crisis orchestrated by the US. 
The great lengths the US is going in its ef-
forts to correlate the two also shows the 
dangerous imprudence, if not intention, 
of it to initiate another conflict at the 
other side of the Eurasian continent to 
maintain its hegemony.
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