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Hong Kong will lift its 
mask mandate today, 
ending the city’s last major 
restriction imposed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The city’s chief executive, 
John Lee, said masks will 
no longer be required both 
outdoors and indoors, 
including on public transit, 
but some high-risk areas 
including hospitals and 
elderly homes can still 
require their use.

Pakistan A court 
yesterday issued an arrest 
warrant for former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, as 
the cricket star-turned-
politician called on his 
supporters to keep up 
protests amid a roiling 
political crisis. The court 
in the capital Islamabad 
that ordered the former 
premier’s arrest said Khan 
had skipped a hearing on 
charges of selling state 
gifts and concealing his 
assets.

NATO membership for 
Finland and Sweden 
is “a top priority,” the 
military alliance’s chief 
Jens Stoltenberg said 
Tuesday, urging members 
Turkey and Hungary to 
urgently ratify the Nordic 
countries’ accession. 
Stoltenberg told a news 
conference Helsinki with 
Finnish Prime Minister 
Sanna Marin in Helsinki 
that progress is being 
made on securing 
membership for the two 
countries, but didn’t 
disclose details. “I am 
absolutely confident that 
both Finland and Sweden 
will become members of 
NATO,” he added.
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Cooperation Zone launches support 
measures for Macau companies
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Only 18% of local respondents own 
critical illness insurance plan

Personal data office warns of possible criminality of doxing
DOXING may be con-

sidered cyberbullying 
and violators may face cri-
minal prosecutions, the 
Personal Data Protection 
Office (GPDP) stressed in a 
statement yesterday.

Doxing uncovers per-
sonal data of a particular 
person or a group of peo-
ple. The data is usually then 
published online and oc-
casionally offline without 
the consent of the person 
or people to whom the data 
relates.

The office added that do-
xing is usually carried out 

for cyberbullying purposes.
Such activities, accor-

ding to the Office, may 
breach the Personal Data 
Protection Law and lead to 
administrative or criminal 
violations.

“The office has always 
attached great importance 
to related issues,” the office 
noted in the statement, ad-
ding that as early as in 2011, 
it formulated the “Precau-
tions for Publishing Perso-
nal Data on the Internet” 
for public reference.

“In recent years, the Of-
fice has dealt with many 

cases involving doxing, pu-
nished the relevant offen-
ders, and transferred some 
cases with suspected cri-
minal grounds to the police 
for investigations,” the offi-
ce recapped.

Some doxing cases were 
triggered by money or tran-
saction conflicts, as well as 
employment disputes. The 
office described doxing as 
an immoral and irrational 
act that appears trivial but 
in fact carries significant le-
gal ramifications.

To support its statement, 
the office highlighted se-

veral cases where punish-
ments had been handed 
down. In one case, the com-
plainant’s partially covered 
photo, name and date of 
birth, as well as full gender 
marker, current and past 
employers were published 
on an open group on a so-
cial media platform.

In the discussion string, 
the complainant was iden-
tified by some users and the 
full name was published.

After investigations, the 
office imposed a fine of 
MOP8,000 on the perpetra-
tor. AL

LYNZY VALLES

A recent survey has found that 
only 18% of Macau respon-

dents have a critical illness insu-
rance plan, which is much lower 
than in Hong Kong (53%) and 
mainland GBA cities (52%). 

In case of a serious illness, 70% 
of Macau respondents said their 
family members would pay for 
medical expenses, compared to 
28% in Hong Kong and 44% in 
mainland GBA cities.

According to the Manulife GBA 
Health Protection Survey, despite 
the differences, the high estima-
ted cost of treatment highlights 
the size of the protection gap af-
fecting consumers across the 11 
cities in the GBA, which includes 
Hong Kong, Macau and nine ci-
ties in mainland China. Macau 
respondents (47%) and mainland 
GBA respondents (45%) are more 
confident about covering the cost 
compared to just one-in-eight 
(12%) people in Hong Kong. 

People in Macau who are 
confident about their personal 
finances cite having personal in-
surance (38%), a stable job (37%), 
enough savings (32%) and being 
healthy (32%) as reasons for the 
confidence.

Meanwhile, the survey revea-
led that GBA residents are most 
worried about cancer as a criti-
cal illness. There is, however, a 
wide disparity in the anticipated 

cost of treating critical illnesses 
across the GBA. Taking cancer 
as an example, Macau respon-
dents expect to pay only around 
MOP468,000, or 15 months of 
their average personal income for 
the associated cost to treat can-
cer. 

This is in stark contrast to the 
rest of the region, where in the 
mainland GBA cities, the estimate 
is as high as 51 months of the ave-
rage monthly personal income 
(RMB698,000). In Hong Kong, res-
pondents expect to spend around 
35 months of their average perso-
nal income (HKD1.07million) in 
treating cancer.

“Concerns over ever-increa-

sing medical expenses combi-
ned with inadequate financial 
planning present a protection 
gap challenge for the GBA. While 
the majority of the Macau res-
pondents say their family will 
be a main source of funding for 
critical illness treatment, less 
than half are actually confident 
about paying for medical costs,” 
said Carrie Tong, Manulife’s chief 
strategy officer for Hong Kong 
and Macau and Head of Macau 
Branch.

RESIDENTS MORE WORRIED 
OVER HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

They survey shows that in 
Macau, respondents are more 

worried about high blood pres-
sure (29%) than cancer (27%), 
with liver disease (23%) more of 
a concern than heart disease and 
stroke (both 19%).

In Hong Kong it is cancer 
(65%), stroke (41%), and heart di-
sease (35%); mainland GBA city 
respondents are worried about 
cancer (42%), heart disease (27%), 
and high blood pressure (25%).

In case of a medical event, 
around half of people in the GBA 
will use emergency savings (Ma-
cau: 52%; Hong Kong: 47%; main-
land GBA 52%). If a person un-
fortunately suffers from a critical 
illness, 97% of people in Macau 
expect a family member to be a 

long-term caretaker compared to 
79% in mainland GBA cities and 
60% in Hong Kong.

 
28% OF LOCALS THINK THEY 
ARE OVERWEIGHT

Despite more than a quarter 
(28%) of people in Macau percei-
ving themselves to be overweight, 
44% said they have good physical 
health compared to 46% in main-
land GBA cities and only 9% in 
Hong Kong. In Macau, 39% said 
their health management action 
involved improving their diet, 
such as eating less salt and sugar. 
In addition, consumers in main-
land GBA cities also say that main-
taining good mental health (40%) 
is their main health goal, signifi-
cantly higher than Macau (31%).

GROWING APPETITE FOR 
INSURANCE PROTECTION

There is a demand for critical 
illness protection among the po-
pulation in the GBA, with peo-
ple looking to do more to protect 
themselves, but they do not know 
where to start. Out of the respon-
dents, people in Macau are the 
most eager (71%), followed by 
mainland GBA cities (69%) and 
then Hong Kong (62%). Many also 
expressed interest in buying new 
or additional health insurance if 
they can afford it. People in main-
land GBA cities (85%) are the most 
interested, followed by Macau 
(80%) and then Hong Kong (65%). 
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Cross-border 
vehicle traffic 
surges in January
Macau’s cross-border 
vehicle traffic in January 
grew by 45% year on year 
to 430,011 trips, the city’s 
statistical service said 
yesterday. The latest report 
from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC) 
showed that the gross 
weight of port containerized 
cargo in January went down 
by 20.2% year on year to 
11,501 tonnes. Arriving 
and departing commercial 
flights totaled 1,687 trips in 
January, an uplift of 14.8% 
year-on-year, showed the 
report. The report also 
showed that the number of 
traffic accidents in January 
dipped by 2.5% year-on-
year to 1,072, with two 
people killed and 327 people 
injured.

Merchandise 
export down 37% 

Total merchandise export 
amounted to MOP899 
million in January 2023, 
down by 37.2% year-
on-year. Data from the 
Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) shows 
that value of re-exports 
(MOP810 million) fell by 
34.3%, of which re-exports 
of Diamond & diamond 
jewellery and Watches 
declined by 83.1% and 
63.8% respectively, while 
those of Articles for casino 
leapt by 735.3%. Meanwhile, 
total merchandise import 
went down by 24.7% year-
on-year to MOP10.45 billion. 
Also, External merchandise 
trade totalled MOP11.35 
billion in January 2023, down 
by 25.9% compared with 
MOP15.32 billion a year 
earlier.

IAM pledges 
to reduce 
overcrowding of 
animal shelters

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) pledged to build more 
animal enclosures by means 
of modular construction, 
increase the shelter space 
and add ancillary facilities for 
veterinarian care, office and 
backup by reorganising the 
facilities and equipment of 
Coloane Municipal Kennel. 
After the facilities come 
into use, the overall shelter 
space for animals of the 
municipal kennels, including 
Macao Municipal Kennel, for 
dog and cat enclosures will 
be increased by about 45%. 
Currently, there are a total 
of 75 dog enclosures and 
46 cat enclosures in Macau 
and Coloane Municipal 
Kennels. Due due to limited 
space, a total of 135 dogs 
and 76 cats are sheltered in 
Municipal Kennels currently. 

Cooperation Zone launches support 
measures for Macau companies

PUBLIC WORKS

Horta e Mitra Market vendors 
request subsidies during revamp
ANTHONY LAM

AS Horta e Mitra Market 
will see its renovation 

starting this month, all of 
its vendors will tempora-
rily suspend operations 
but some would like to see 
government subsidies, lo-
cal media reports.

The Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (IAM) held a press 
conference earlier this 
week and announced that 
the market would be sus-
pended effective yester-
day. Renovations will occur 
from Mar. 3 to the end of 
the year, according to IAM 
estimates. The renovation 
is budgeted at MOP11 

million.
During this period, tra-

ding for all vendors will be 
suspended and no provi-
sional market will be esta-
blished.

A local fish vendor who 
has operated in the market 
for 35 years expressed his 
happiness at the renova-
tions commencing to lo-
cal media outlet All About 

Macau. He considered the 
market’s current environ-
ment to be less satisfactory 
when compared to other 
markets.

In addition, the vendor 
hopes that the govern-
ment will consider issuing 
subsidies to vendors, even 
at subsistence index level. 
“MOP100 a day equates to 
about MOP3,000 per mon-
th,” the vendor said, sug-
gesting that it would not be 
a heavy burden on public 
finances.

Before its suspension, 
the market was home to 
13 vending stalls. After 
the renovation, the num-
ber of stalls will be in-

creased to 18.
In contrast to their in-

door counterparts, out-
door vendors located on 
the periphery of the squa-
re-shaped market will be 
allowed to operate during 
the early phases of the 
renovation project. Sub-
sequent meetings will be 
held for negotiations as to 
which vendors will be gi-
ven a spot, the IAM added.

Meanwhile, regular sho-
ppers will inevitably find it 
more inconvenient once 
the market commences 
renovation. Additionally, 
some shoppers find wet 
markets more convenient: 
“I could pay outstanding 
amounts days later if I di-
dn’t have enough cash,” a 
shopper said.

On the decision not 
to establish a provisional 
market, an IAM official 
said that it was the consen-
sus of all vendors to take a 
break.

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Executive Committee 
of the Guangdong-Macao 
In-Depth Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin pub-

lished a series of measures yester-
day aimed at Macau companies 
to support their establishment in 
Hengqin.

The support measures aim to 
back the growth of Macau-funded 
enterprises in the Cooperation 
Zone by establishing a fund to be-
nefit Macau players and lower the 
operational costs for these enter-
prises.

The measures apply to all Ma-
cau-funded enterprises whose 
place of business registration, tax 
registration, and place of statisti-
cs are located in the Cooperation 
Zone, and who have opened bu-
siness deposit accounts in banks 
of the Cooperation Zone as main 
conditions.

The series of measures and 
funding include rent subsidies 
for office spaces and commercial 
properties as well as a commercial 
properties renovation subsidy.

The rent subsidies apply to 
companies with a lease agreement 
of no fewer than three years. This 
rent subsidy is based on a maxi-
mum of 70% of the evaluated ren-
tal and shall not exceed RMB70 
per square meter per month. The 
subsidized area cannot exceed 15 
square meters per capita, based 
on the number of employees at the 
company.

In relation to renovation works, 
there is also a ceiling of the equi-
valent to 70% of the renovation 
expenditure which cannot exceed 
RMB1,000 per square meter and 
a cap of a maximum of RMB1 
million per enterprise. The re-
novation subsidy will be paid in 
two years with 50% of the subsidy 
amount paid each year.

Besides these subsidies, the 
Cooperation Zone will also grant 
cash rewards to particular types 
of companies, namely those that 
possess a “Macau Classic Brand” 
and who are settled in Hengqin. 
These companies will be granted 
a one-off settlement reward of 
RMB300,000 paid after at least one 
year since commencing opera-
tions in the Cooperation Zone.

Another type of reward is to 
be granted to “Macau Distinctive 
Shops” and enterprises selected by 
“Macau Ideas” who will be gran-
ted a one-off settlement reward of 
RMB150,000, also after at least one 
year of actual operation.

Special grants to local catering 
enterprises, residents, or Macau 
legal persons listed in the latest 
edition of the “Michelin Guide” 
are also being considered. Eligible 
entities will be those that opened 
their first restaurant in the Coo-
peration Zone with an area of no 
less than 200 square meters, and 
have had at least one year of actual 
operation. They will be rewarded 
with a one-off settlement reward of 
RMB500,000 yuan, RMB1 million, 
and RMB2 million, depending on 

how many Michelin stars they pos-
sess (1, 2, or 3 stars, respectively).

Bib Gourmand restaurants can 
also be awarded a one-off settle-
ment reward of RMB300,000 if 
their first restaurant in the Coope-
ration Zone has an area of at least 
100 square meters and has had at 
least one year of actual operation. 
The same applies to those selected 
by the latest edition of Meituan’s 
“Black Pearl Restaurant Guide.”

Other subsidies and support 
measures will be also considered 
for Research & Development pro-
jects as well as Conferences & Exhi-
bitions and Legal consultations.

The support measures are al-
ready in effect and have been sin-
ce January 1, 2023, and will remain 
valid until December 31, 2025.
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New civil servants’ 
regime adds 
flexibility, 
eyeing Hengqin
RENATO MARQUES

THE new regime estab-
lished by the statute of 

civil servants passed its final 
reading at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL).

The proposal to amend the 
current regime was approved 
unanimously with 32 votes in 
favor, adding more flexibility 
for the government to trans-
fer workers between servi-
ces and deploy them to the 
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Heng-
qin.

During the debate over 
the bill, lawmakers expressed 
concerns that the new regime 
may be misused by depart-
ment heads or other leader-
ship posts to forcibly transfer 
staff members that they do 
not like to different service li-
nes as a form of punishment.

The Secretary for Admi-
nistration and Justice, André 
Cheong, remarked that al-
though the regime allows civil 

servants to be transferred wi-
thout their consent to diffe-
rent services based on need, 
the system “should not be 
used to demote or punish ci-
vil servants,” adding that they 
can submit a report, should 
they believe this is the case. 

Nonetheless, some 
lawmakers continued to ex-
press concerns over the lack 
of an independent mecha-
nism or body to investigate 
and process complaints from 
civil servants, saying that they 
can only resort to appeals to 
their superiors in cases of di-
sagreement with colleagues 
of the same rank, but never 
with those of higher rank.

During the discussion of 
the several articles of the bill, 
Cheong said that the flexibility 
mechanism is also being con-
sidered as a form of training, 
namely for some less expe-
rienced department heads 
who can benefit from working 
in a different department to 
gain more experience.

New Construction Health 
& Safety Laws allow TNR 
as safety officers
RENATO MARQUES

THE new laws that regulate the 
health and safety of workers in 

construction sites have passed the 
Legislative Assembly (AL).

Although all lawmakers have 
approved the law in its final rea-
ding, some questions were raised 
about the fact that it allows non-
-resident workers (TNR) to work as 
construction safety officers.

The matter was raised by 
lawmaker Ron Lam and later justi-
fied by the members of the govern-
ment as a necessary measure with 
a non-permanent purpose.

“Employment of non-residen-
ts as safety officers is considered 
exceptional and will be subject to 
a rigorous approval process,” the 
Secretary for Economy and Finan-
ce, Lei Wai Nong said, adding that 
it will only happen when there are 
no local workers to fill the role.

The director of the Labour Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAL), Wong Chi 
Hong, added that the measure ad-
dresses the lack of safety officers at 

construction sites, noting that the 
safety of workers and the workpla-
ce is more important than protec-
ting local jobs.

The director of DSAL also no-
ted during the discussion that the 
number of accidents in construc-
tion sites in Macau has been dro-
pping, as well as deaths (8 in 2021 
compared to 4 in 2022) caused by 
accidents. Also in decline were the 

number of accidents causing per-
manent or long-term disabilities 
to workers, which sharply decli-
ned from 42 in 2021 to 16 cases last 
year.

For Wong, safety officers are 
also responsible for the decrease 
in non-compliance with the cons-
truction sites’ safety rules, which 
decreased from nine cases in 2021 
to one in 2022.
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CRIME
Woman 
loses 100k in 
investment scam

A female victim repor-
ted to the Judiciary 

Police (PJ) on Feb. 24 that 
she had lost 100,000 Chi-
nese yuan in an alleged 
investment trap, the police 
recently disclosed.

According to the disclo-
sed part of her testimony 
provided to the police, on 
Feb. 2, she came across a 
man on a chat app. The 
man lured the woman 
into making investments 
by telling her that he had 
a formula. He claimed 
that, provided the woman 
followed the formula, her 
investments would yield 
guaranteed profits.

Believing the man, on 
Feb. 21, the woman down-
loaded a cell phone app for 
securities investments – as 
instructed by the man – 
and started her investment 
journey. On this night, 
she transferred the sum 
of 100,000 yuan from her 
mainland bank account to 
the app’s operator.

The man then taught 

her how to buy and sell 
securities using the app. 
The app showed that her 
investments had yielded 
a profit of 70,000 yuan. 
When she wanted to quit 
and withdraw the money, 
she was met with an error 
message.

Contacting the so-cal-
led customer service sec-
tion, she was told that her 
money could only be with-
drawn at a later date due to 
technical issues. She then 
made several additional 
attempts but still could not 
withdraw her money.

She tried to contact the 
customer service section 
again but her requests 
went unanswered, and the 
man could not be reached. 
The app was also suspen-
ded.

Only then did she sus-
pected she had been 
scammed. She reached 
out to the police and re-
quested the suspects be 
held accountable for her 
loss. AL

National Security Bill 
wiretapping provision differs 
from existing provisions
G

OV E R N M E N T 
officials assured 
a parliamen-
tary committee 

yesterday that wiretapping 
provisions in the National 
Security Amendment Bill 
are different from existing 
ones.

The First Standing Com-
mittee of the parliament 
continued studying the 
Bill with officials sitting in 
and answering lawmakers’ 
questions.

After the meeting, Ella 
Lei, president of the com-
mittee, told a press confe-
rence about the matter. Last 
year, the Communication 
Interception and Protection 
Legal System was passed at 
the parliament. It has provi-
sions that deal with wireta-
pping.

Despite this, proposals 
on wiretapping were also 
included in the Bill. This 

prompted questions from 
lawmakers at the meeting 
about the necessity of put-
ting the same provisions in 
two different laws or bills.

In response, Secretary for 
Security Wong Sio Chak em-
phasized that the provision 
and the proposal are diffe-
rent in both nature and aim. 
Lei cited him as explaining 
that the wiretapping-re-
lated proposals in the Bill 
are of a preventive nature. 
In contrast, relevant provi-
sions in the law passed last 
year are of a judicial nature 

and are part of the procedu-
re of obtaining evidence.

The committee was assu-
red that both will be subject 
to approval by competent 
judges. A rigid supervision 
system will also be adopted. 
When illegal interception 
and violation of regulations 
are discovered, punishmen-
ts will be imposed.

Lei cited the official as 
saying that the purpose of 
this bill is to obtain security 
intelligence. Generally, evi-
dence obtained by wireta-
pping will not be eligible for 

use in criminal procedures. 
Wiretapped information 
will be transferred to the ju-
diciary for handling if con-
nections with a national se-
curity breach is discovered. 
In contrast, information 
obtained from wiretapping 
that has no connection with 
a national security breach 
but can prove other viola-
tions will be handled in ac-
cordance with the law pas-
sed last year.

There are also procedu-
ral differences. Wiretapping 
related to national security 
will see procedures trigge-
red by criminal police offi-
ces under the preliminary 
approval of the Secretary for 
Security. These documents 
and approval will then be 
subject to further approval 
by competent judges. The 
Public Prosecutions Office 
will also be copied on the 
requests for approval.
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Beijing purging ‘Western erroneous 
views’ from legal education

DIPLOMACY

Belarus leader and Putin ally Lukashenko on China visit
BELARUSIAN President 

Alexander Lukashenko, 
a close ally of Russian lea-
der Vladimir Putin, is due 
in Beijing to begin a three-
-day state visit this week as 
geopolitical tensions rise 
over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

China says the visit is an 
“opportunity to promote 
the further development 
of all-around cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries,” but there have been 
growing concerns that Chi-
na is considering providing 
military assistance to Rus-
sia, something United Sta-
tes officials say would bring 
serious consequences.

China has called the U.S. 
allegations a smear cam-
paign, saying it is commi-
tted to promoting peace 
talks and accusing Washin-
gton and its allies of fueling 
the conflict by providing 

Ukraine with defensive 
weapons.

“The U.S. has no right to 
point fingers at China-Rus-
sia relations. We will by no 
means accept the U.S. pres-
sure and coercion,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning said Monday at a 
daily briefing.

Beijing claims to main-
tain a neutral stance in 
the year-old war, but has 
also said it has a “no-limi-

ts friendship” with Russia 
and has refused to critici-
ze Moscow’s invasion, or 
even call it that. It has ac-
cused the U.S. and NATO 
of provoking the conflict 
and condemned sanctions 
leveled against Russia and 
entities seen as aiding its 
military effort.

Last week, those sanc-
tions were expanded to in-
clude a Chinese company 
known as Spacety China, 

which has supplied sate-
llite imagery of Ukraine to 
affiliates of Wagner Group, 
a private Russian military 
contractor owned by a clo-
se associate of President 
Vladimir Putin. A Luxem-
bourg-based subsidiary of 
Spacety China was also tar-
geted.

Belarus has strongly ba-
cked Moscow and allowed 
its territory to be used as a 
staging ground for the ini-
tial invasion of Ukraine a 
year ago. Belarus continues 
to host Russian troops, war-
planes and other weapons.

China has long retained 
close ties with Lukashenko, 
Belarus’ only president sin-
ce the position was crea-
ted in 1994. Lukashenko 
crushed 2020 protests over 
his disputed reelection in 
a vote that the opposition 
and Western countries re-
gard as fraudulent.

Despite its brutality, 
Lukashenko’s suppression 
does not appear to have en-
ded all opposition activity.

On Sunday, Belarusian 
guerrillas attacked a mi-
litary air base that hosts 
Russian warplanes outside 
Belarusia’s capital, Minsk, 
according to activists.

Belarusian opposition 
organization BYPOL, in 
an online messaging app 
channel run by the activis-
ts, said an A-50 early war-
ning and control aircraft 
was seriously damaged in 
the attack at the Machu-
lishchy base near Minsk. 
The activists provided no 
evidence to support the 
claims, which couldn’t be 
independently verified. 
Belarusian and Russian of-
ficials made no comment, 
but Lukashenko urged top 
military and security offi-
cials Monday to tighten dis-

cipline.
Also Monday, prosecu-

tors demanded 19-year 
prison sentences for exiled 
opposition leaders Sviatla-
na Tsikhanouskaya and 
Pavel Latushka, as well as fi-
nes of $15,000 and $10,000 
respectively, amid a conti-
nued crackdown on dissent 
in the ex-Soviet republic.

Tsikhanouskaya, La-
tushka and three other 
opposition figures are 
being tried in absentia in 
Minsk on charges of cons-
piring to overthrow the 
government, creating and 
leading an extremist group, 
inciting hatred and har-
ming national security. The 
prosecution also sought 12-
year sentences for Maryya 
Maroz, Volha Kavalkova 
and Siarhei Dylevski. All 
five left Belarus following 
the unprecedented mass 
protests in 2020. MDT/AP

CHINA has ordered closer 
adherence to the dictates of 

the ruling Communist Party and 
leader Xi Jinping in legal edu-
cation, demanding that schools 
“oppose and resist Western erro-
neous views” such as constitu-
tional government, separation of 
powers, and judicial independen-
ce.

The order was dated Sunday, 
a week before China’s parlia-
ment begins its annual session 
and reinforces the leading role 
on ideology assumed by Xi, who 
is named no less than 25 times 
in the document. Already China’s 
most powerful leader in decades, 
Xi was granted a third five-year 
term as party leader last year and 
has removed term limits on the 
presidency.

Similar directives have been is-
sued in past, with students encou-
raged to report on professors who 
speak positively about Western 
concepts of governance.

Despite the intertwining of the 
Chinese and global economies, Xi 
has sought to purge liberal Wes-
tern concepts from the education 
system, ordered that foreign re-
ligions be “sinicized” in order to 
operate in China. He has also at-
tempted, with limited success, to 
reorganize popular culture along 
more conservative lines, going 
so far as to ban “effeminate” men 
from the state broadcaster.

The legal profession has been a 
particular target, and in the early 
hours of July 9, 2015, three years 
into Xi’s first term as party gene-
ral secretary, a series of raids na-
tionwide resulted in the detention 
of some 300 human rights lawyers 
and associated activists. Under 
such relentless pressure, activist 
lawyers have been intimidated 
into silence, effectively preventing 
the emergence of dissenting voi-
ces and public intellectuals inde-
pendent of the party.

Such approaches are in line 
with Xi’s more muscular foreign 
policy that seeks to challenge and 
possibly supplant the American-

-led international order that ad-
vocates for multiparty democracy, 
civil society and human rights.

The directive from the party’s 
General Office said teachers and 
students of law and legal theory 
workers must be guided to have a 
“clear-cut position and take a firm 
stance in the face of issues of prin-
ciple and major issues of right and 
wrong.” The General Office circu-
lates information within the 96 
million-member party, including 
drafting directives and memos.

In a section titled “Adhere to 
the Correct Political Direction,” 
the directive says teachers and 
students must “comprehensively 

implement the party’s education 
policy, insist on educating people 
for the party and the country, and 
focus on cultivating builders and 
successors of the cause of socialist 
rule of law.”

“Oppose and resist Western 
erroneous views such as ‘constitu-
tional government,’ ‘separation of 
three powers,’ and ‘independence 
of the judiciary,’ it says.

While China’s constitution 
pays lip service to ideas such as 
freedom of speech and religious 
observation, it places the inte-
rests of the party above all. Past 
attempts at promoting even gras-
sroots democracy at the village 

level have sputtered in the face of 
the party’s overwhelming power 
and the authorities’ willingness to 
use force and coercion to achieve 
their desired outcomes.

Apart from a tiny and belea-
guered dissident community, the 
Chinese public has been largely 
been willing to accept total party 
control in return for consistent 
improvements in quality of life. 
That arrangement has at times 
been challenged, however, amid 
a drastically slowing economy, a 
crisis in local government finan-
ces and heavy handed enforce-
ment of COVID-19 containment 
measures that have prompted 
rare public protests.

Criticism of the party and go-
vernment policies is much more 
lively online, despite censorship 
and the threat of punishment for 
those who create and disseminate 
them.

The annual session of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, com-
prised of 2,977 handpicked 
members, opens Sunday with an 
annual report on the work of go-
vernment presented by outgoing 
Premier Li Keqiang.

The chairman of the body is 
also due to issue a report, which 
in past years has also contained 
pledges to eschew Western poli-
tical government such as separa-
tion of powers and an indepen-
dent judiciary. MDT/AP

Brothers in arms: Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko

Xi Jinping delivers a speech for a Spring Festival reception the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, last January
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PHILIPPINES 

Marcos Jr. urges military to 
focus on South China Sea

NORTH KOREA

Kim calls for unity to boost grain production
KOREAN ruler Kim Jong 

Un called for stronger 
public solidarity behind his 
leadership to increase the 
country’s grain production 
significantly, state media 
reported yesterday, amid 
outside worries about the 
country’s worsened food 
insecurity.

Foreign experts say Nor-
th Korea is experiencing 
a serious shortfall of food 
in the aftermath of CO-
VID-19 border restrictions 
and a reported push for 
greater state control over 
grain supply. The experts 
say they’ve seen no signs of 
mass deaths or famine due 
to the shortfall.

During a ruling Workers’ 
Party meeting on Monday, 
Kim expressed his govern-
ment’s determination “to 
bring about a revolutionary 
turn in the agricultural 
production without fail,” 
according to the official Ko-

rean Central News Agency.
“Nothing is impossible 

as long as the strong lea-
dership system is estab-
lished in the whole party 
and there is the united mi-
ght of all the people,” Kim 
was quoted as saying.

KCNA didn’t elaborate 
on whether Kim presented 
any specific steps to boost 
grain production. Many 
observers say meaning-

ful steps to produce more 
grain would require more 
purchases of fertilizer, pes-
ticides and agricultural 
machinery, as North Korea 
devotes much of its scarce 
resources to advance its 
nuclear weapons program.

North Korea’s chronic 
food shortage has likely 
deteriorated due to CO-
VID-19 restrictions that 
choked off its external 

trade, persistent U.S.-led 
sanctions and its own mis-
management.

According to South Ko-
rean assessments, North 
Korea’s grain production 
last year was estimated 
at 4.5 million tons. In the 
previous decade, its an-
nual production was an 
estimated 4.4 million to 4.8 
million tons. South Korea’s 
spy agency has said Nor-

th Korea needs 5.5 million 
tons of grain to feed its 25 
million people each year.

In past years, unoffi-
cial grain purchases from 
China offset about half the 
gap, but pandemic-caused 
curbs on border traffic has 
likely cut those transac-
tions. Further worsening 
the situation was a decline 
in people’s earnings and 
authorities’ unsuccessful 
efforts to supply grain via 
state-run facilities while 
restricting private dealing 
at markets, according to 
Kwon Tae-jin, a senior eco-
nomist at the private GS&J 
Institute in South Korea.

Most analysts say North 
Korea’s current food shor-
tage is nowhere near the ex-
tremes of the 1990s, when 
hundreds of thousands of 
people died in a famine. 
They say the meeting of the 
party’s Central Committee 
was in part likely convened 

to promote Kim’s image as 
a leader caring about his 
people at a time when he’s 
locked in confrontations 
with the United States over 
his nuclear program.

The plenary session, 
which opened Sunday, was 
expected to last at least 
another day.

KCNA cited Kim as 
saying in Monday’s session 
that the main purpose of 
the conference was to find 
immediate ways to reach 
this year’s grain production 
goal and scientifically feasi-
ble long-term objectives to 
radically increase agricul-
tural production within a 
few years. Other senior of-
ficials analyzed unspecified 
shortcomings in past rural 
development projects and 
proposed how to fix them, 
according to KCNA.

Boosting grain produc-
tion is one of the 12 econo-
mic objectives North Ko-
rea’s ruling party adopted 
in an earlier party meeting 
in December. State media 
said recently that grain pro-
duction must be increased 
at all costs. MDT/AP

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

T
HE Philippine president 
said the main mission 
of his country’s military 
has changed to ensure 

the protection of its territory as 
disputes with China and U.S.-
-China rivalry intensify.

President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. stressed the urgency of shifting 
the military’s focus to external de-
fense in a speech before troops 
earlier this week. He spoke two 
weeks after summoning China’s 
ambassador to protest the use 
of a military-grade laser by the 
Chinese coast guard that briefly 
blinded some of the crew of a Phi-
lippine patrol vessel in the South 
China Sea.

The Philippines condemned 
the Feb. 6. incident in one of the 
more than 200 diplomatic pro-
tests it has filed against Beijing’s 
increasingly aggressive actions in 
the disputed waterway since last 
year.

China has accused the Phili-
ppines of intruding into its terri-
tory and said its coast guard used 
a harmless laser to track the Phi-
lippine vessel. China claims the 
South China Sea virtually in its 
entirety.

“I’m saying that your mission 
in the AFP has changed,” Marcos 
told the troops, referring to the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
“For many, many years, we were 
able to maintain that peace and 
maintain that understanding 
with all of our neighbors. Now 
things have begun to change and 
we must adjust accordingly.”

He said that the country’s bou-
ndaries were being put into ques-
tion, “and there are many things 
that are happening so the air force 
has a very big mission to fully se-
cure the Philippines.” He also cited 
“the intensification of the compe-
tition between the superpowers.”

Marcos did not offer specifics 
nor mentioned China in his spee-

ch in central Cebu province, but 
underscored that Philippine fo-
reign policy remains committed 
to peace.

Despite being a relatively 
small country, “we still have to 
fight for the rights of every Fili-
pino because the Philippines is 
a sovereign nation and the Phili-
ppines has a functioning gover-

nment,” he said.
After decades of combating 

Muslim and communist insur-
gencies, the military has begun 
to focus on defending the coun-
try’s sea borders. It has launched 
efforts to modernize in a program 
that has faced delays and finan-
cial constraints.

Many of the weapons and 
equipment have been aimed to 
improve its air and sea patrols 
to guard the archipelago’s vast 
coastline and build a minimal de-
terrence.

Under a 2014 defense pact with 
the United States, Marcos recently 
approved a wider U.S. military 
presence in the Philippines by 
allowing rotating batches of Ame-
rican forces to stay in four more 
Philippine military camps. That’s 
a sharp turnaround from his pre-
decessor Rodrigo Duterte, who 
feared that American military foo-
tprint could offend Beijing.

China, the Philippines, Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Brunei have been locked in an 
increasingly tense territorial 
standoff in the South China Sea, 
where U.S. Navy ships and figh-
ter jets have carried out patrols to 
promote freedom of movement, 
challenge Beijing’s expansive 
claims and reassure allies like the 
Philippines.

The disputes have intensified 
after China turned seven dispu-
ted reefs into missile-protected 
island bases to bolster its claims. 
The disputed waters have been 
regarded as a possible Asian 
flashpoint and a delicate front in 
the U.S.-China rivalry in the re-
gion. MDT/AP

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., left, walks beside honor guards during his visit at Brigadier General Benito N. Ebuen 
Airbase in Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu province
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer, James 
Callaghan, has confirmed the “historic and 
momentous” decision to change over to de-
cimal coinage.

It was just one of a number of proposals 
announced in his “little Budget” statement 
in the Commons. Other proposals included 
a new gambling tax - the proceeds from whi-
ch will be used to fund cheaper mortgages 
for the less well off.

Loud cheers greeted Mr Callaghan’s an-
nouncement of the switch to decimal cur-
rency.

He said: “It is the government’s conclusion, 
shared I know by large sections of industry, 
commerce, science and banking, that the 
change to a decimal coinage will bring con-
siderable benefit to the economy at large.”

Preparations for the change-over will be-
gin at once, with the introduction of a Deci-
mal Currency Bill. One of its functions will be 
to establish a new Decimal Currency Board 
to oversee the switch which will take place in 
February 1971.

There were more cheers as Mr Callaghan 
confirmed the pound would remain the ma-
jor unit of currency. It will be divided into 
100 units, to be called either cents or new 
pennies.

Preliminary estimates suggest the cost 
of switching to decimal coinage may be as 
much as £120m. However, Mr Callaghan said 
he hoped the long change-over period may 
mean the total cost was lower than this.

Companies obliged to invest in new equip-
ment will not be compensated, but they will 
be entitled to tax relief.

Courtesy BBC News

1966 Britain to go
   decimal in 1971

In context

The United States pioneered decimal coin-
age in 1786 with one dollar worth 100 cents. 
At one time, the British system of pounds, 
shillings and pence was a major currency 
in the world. Many former Commonwealth 
countries switched to decimal once they 
gained independence.
On 15 February 1971, otherwise known as 
“D Day” for Decimal Day, the United King-
dom adopted a decimal currency.
This replaced the £.s.d. - pound shilling 
and pence system - in which there were 
20 shillings in each pound and 12 pence in 
each shilling. The existence of 240 pence in 
each pound was a legacy from Anglo-Saxon 
times when a Roman pound in weight of 
silver was divided into 240 silver pennies.
Plans to introduce a decimal currency in the 
UK had been over delayed over disagree-
ment about whether to retain the pound or 
replace it with a smaller unit as South Afri-
ca, Australia and New Zealand had done.

this day in historyUSA

Coronavirus origins still a mystery 
three years into pandemic

the report. All 18 offices of 
the U.S. intelligence com-
munity had access to the in-
formation the DOE used in 
reaching its assessment.

Alina Chan, a molecu-
lar biologist at the Broad 
Institute of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and 
Harvard, said she isn’t sure 
what new intelligence the 
agencies had, but “it’s rea-
sonable to infer” it relates to 
activities at the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology in China. She 
said a 2018 research propo-
sal co-authored by scientists 
there and their U.S. collabo-
rators “essentially described 
a blueprint for COVID-like 
viruses.”

“Less than two years la-
ter, such a virus was causing 
an outbreak in the city,” she 
said.

The Wuhan institute had 
been studying coronaviruses 
for years, in part because of 
widespread concerns — tra-
cing back to SARS — that 
coronaviruses could be the 
source of the next pandemic.

No intelligence agency 
has said they believe the 
coronavirus that caused 
COVID-19 was released in-
tentionally. The unclassified 
2021 summary was clear on 
this point, saying: “We judge 
the virus was not developed 
as a biological weapon.”

“Lab accidents happen at 
a surprising frequency. A lot 
of people don’t really hear 
about lab accidents because 
they’re not talked about pu-
blicly,” said Chan, who co-
-authored a book about the 
search for COVID-19 origins. 
Such accidents “underscore 
a need to make work with 
highly dangerous pathogens 
more transparent and more 
accountable.”

Last year, the World Heal-
th Organization recommen-
ded a deeper probe into a 

possible lab accident. Chan 
said she hopes the latest re-
port sparks more investiga-
tion in the United States.

China has called the sug-
gestion that COVID-19 came 
from a Chinese laboratory “ 
baseless.”

SUPPORT FOR 
ANIMAL THEORY

Many scientists believe 
the animal-to-human theory 
of the coronavirus remains 
much more plausible. They 
theorize it emerged in the 
wild and jumped from bats 
to humans, either directly or 
through another animal.

In a 2021 research paper 
in the journal Cell, scientis-
ts said the COVID-19 virus 
is the ninth documented co-
ronavirus to infect humans 
— and all the previous ones 
originated in animals.

Two studies, published 
last year by the journal Scien-
ce, bolstered the animal 
origin theory. That research 
found that the Huanan Sea-
food Wholesale Market in 
Wuhan was likely the early 
epicenter. Scientists conclu-
ded that the virus likely spil-
led from animals into people 
two separate times.

“The scientific literature 
contains essentially nothing 
but original research articles 
that support a natural origin 
of this virus pandemic,” said 
Michael Worobey, an evolu-
tionary biologist at the Uni-
versity of Arizona who has 
extensively studied COVI-
D-19’s origins.

He said the fact that others 
in the intelligence communi-
ty looked at the same infor-
mation as the DOE and “it 
apparently didn’t move the 
needle speaks volumes.” He 
said he takes such intelligen-
ce assessments with a grain 
of salt because he doesn’t 
think the people making 

them “have the scientific 
expertise ... to really unders-
tand the most important evi-
dence that they need to un-
derstand.”

The U.S. should be more 
transparent and release the 
new intelligence that appa-
rently swayed the DOE, 
Worobey said.

REACTION TO 
THE REPORT

The DOE conclusion co-
mes to light as House Re-
publicans have been using 
their new majority power to 
investigate all aspects of the 
pandemic, including the ori-
gin, as well as what they con-
tend were officials’ efforts to 
conceal the fact that it leaked 
from a lab in Wuhan. Ear-
lier this month, Republicans 
sent letters to Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, National Intelligence 
Director Avril Haines, Health 
Secretary Xavier Beccera and 
others as part of their investi-
gative efforts.

The now retired Fauci, 
who served as the country’s 
top infectious disease ex-
pert under both Republican 
and Democratic presidents, 
has called the GOP criticism 
nonsense.

Rep. Mike McCaul, 
R-Texas, chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, has asked the Biden 
administration to provide 
Congress with “a full and tho-
rough” briefing on the report 
and the evidence behind it.

Kirby, the National Se-
curity Council spokesman, 
emphasized that President 
Joe Biden believes it’s im-
portant to know what ha-
ppened “so we can better 
prevent future pandemics” 
but that such research “must 
be done in a safe and secure 
manner and as transparent 
as possible to the rest of the 
world.” MDT/AP

LAURA UNGAR & 
MARY CLARE JALONICK, 
WASHINGTON

A 
crucial question 
has eluded gover-
nments and health 
agencies around 

the world since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic began: Did 
the virus originate in animals 
or leak from a Chinese lab?

Now, the U.S. Department 
of Energy has assessed with 
“low confidence” in that it 
began with a lab leak, ac-
cording to a person familiar 
with the report who wasn’t 
authorized to discuss it. The 
report has not been made 
public.

But others in the U.S. in-
telligence community disa-
gree.

“There is not a consensus 
right now in the U.S. gover-
nment about exactly how 
COVID started,” John Kirby, 
the spokesman for the Na-
tional Security Council, said 
Monday. “There is just not 
an intelligence community 
consensus.”

The DOE’s conclusion 
was first reported over the 
weekend in the Wall Street 
Journal, which said the clas-
sified report was based on 
new intelligence and noted 
in an update to a 2021 do-
cument. The DOE oversees a 
national network of labs.

White House officials yes-
terday [Macau time] decli-
ned to confirm press reports 
about the assessment.

In 2021, officials relea-
sed an intelligence report 
summary that said four 
members of the U.S. intelli-
gence community believed 
with low confidence that the 
virus was first transmitted 
from an animal to a human, 
and a fifth believed with mo-
derate confidence that the 
first human infection was 
linked to a lab.

While some scientists are 
open to the lab-leak theory, 
others continue to believe 
the virus came from animals, 
mutated, and jumped into 
people — as has happened in 
the past with viruses. Exper-
ts say the true origin of the 
pandemic may not be known 
for many years — if ever.

CALLS FOR MORE 
INVESTIGATION

The U.S. Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligen-
ce declined to comment on 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER
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omACROSS 1- Words of resignation; 6- Break; 10- Med school subj.; 14- Chew vigorously; 

15- Vogue rival; 16- Lab fluids; 17- One in a cab, say; 18- ___ out a living (barely got 
by); 19- Jury member; 20- Hot time in Paris; 21- Assisted; 23- Conceals; 24- Out of 
practice; 26- Fable finale; 27- Actress Mason; 29- Designer Geoffrey; 31- Some nest 
eggs; 32- Got along; 33- Wish undone; 36- Make urban; 40- Compass pt.; 41- Suckle; 
42- Devil’s doing; 43- Fungal infection; 44- Religious dissent; 46- Running wild; 48- 
Abbreviated time off; 49- First American to orbit Earth; 50- Intertwine; 52- Actor Erwin; 
55- Fasteners; 56- Not a dup.; 57- Fool; 59- Entr’___; 60- Peseta replacement; 61- 
Training group; 62- Authenticating mark; 63- Antlered animal; 64- Paradises;
 
DOWN 1- Hungary’s Nagy; 2- Pack it in; 3- Underestimate; 4- Bump off; 5- Flog; 6- 
Like marshes; 7- Actress Sommer; 8- Dog-powered snow vehicle; 9- Abbreviation 
of the name Edward; 10- Have high hopes; 11- I ___ vacation!; 12- Staggering; 13- 
Swabbies; 22- Give ___ rest; 23- Accord 
maker; 25- The Beatles’ “Back in the ___”; 
26- Run into; 27- Silent performer; 28- 
Ancient Athens’s Temple of ___; 29- Model 
airplane wood; 30- Fort ___, captured by U.S. 
forces in 1814; 32- Golfer’s “watch out!”; 
33- Bank of a waterway; 34- Israeli weapons; 
35- Slippery; 37- Pungent bulb; 38- Football 
kick; 39- Square; 43- Showy pretense; 44- 
Suffers from; 45- Tempt; 46- Wonderland 
girl; 47- Oscar de la ___; 48- Strictness; 49- 
Transcript figs.; 50- Test choice; 51- Metal 
filament; 53- Undecided; 54- Western 
Native Americans; 56- Brit. lexicon; 58- June 
honoree; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t lend to people who have 
given you negative vibes. Get 
some sound advice and help 
setting up a workable budget. 
Property investments will payoff. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Today is not the day to try to 
comer people by giving them 
ultimatums. You will be tempted 
to shop till you drop. You will have 
a tendency to put on pounds. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Your charm and generosity will 
bring new friends and romantic 
opportunities. Luck is with 
you, regardless of  the financial 
venture. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You are best to avoid 
confrontations. Do not invest in 
joint ventures. Relatives may not 
be telling you the whole truth 
about a family situation. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You may need to lend an ear to 
an old friend. Your emotional 
attitude with respect to your status 
and direction in society may be 
unrealistic. Get on with business. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
If  you can work at home, do so. 
Minor accidents may occur if  you 
don’t concentrate on what you’re 
doing. Older family members will 
make demands on your time. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’ll find travel or involvement 
in large groups gratifying. Try 
to avoid serious discussions with 
loved ones. Rely on yourself  and 
you will look good to superiors. 
Social events will be rewarding.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You must strive to get the most 
important projects completed 
properly, rather than doling 
everything in a half  baked way. 
Changes regarding family members 
will set you off. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your accomplishments could 
exceed your expectations if  
you mix a little business with 
pleasure. Take work home but 
be sure to spend some time with 
your mate. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Proceed with caution if  operating 
equipment or vehicles. Attend 
seminars that will bring you in 
contact with the right people. 
Don’t be disappointed if  you don’t 
get your way emotionally. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Make plans that will take you to 
exotic destinations. Family get-
togethers will be interesting. Try 
to stay calm and do the best you 
can. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Travel could bring you the adventure 
and excitement you require. You 
will have a greater involvement in 
groups; however, they may not be to 
your advantage. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Chinese scientist He Jiankui arrives to speak at a brief press conference in Beijing

SCIENCE

For man behind gene-edited 
babies, a rocky return to science
LAURA UNGAR

FIVE years ago, scientist 
He Jiankui shocked his 

peers and the world with 
claims that he created the 
first genetically edited ba-
bies. Now, after serving 
three years in a Chinese pri-
son for practicing medicine 
without a license, he faces 
obstacles and critics as he 
tries to re-enter science.

For months he’s been 
touting plans to develop af-
fordable gene therapies for 
rare diseases, starting with 
the muscle-wasting condi-
tion Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy. He announced 
on social media last fall 
that he had opened a lab in 
Beijing. He spoke remotely 
about this new endeavor at 
an event in early February 
hosted by the University of 
Kent in the United King-
dom.

And last week, he annou-
nced to the press that he’d 
received a Hong Kong visa 
and might want to work in 

the financial hub. But Hong 
Kong officials revoked that 
visa hours later, saying false 
statements had been made 
and a criminal investiga-
tion would be launched.

The Associated Press has 
reached out to He several 
times by phone and email, 
but he has not agreed to an 
interview. He said on Twi-

tter over the weekend that 
he will pause posting there 
to focus on his research. 
Others in the scientific wor-
ld, meanwhile, are divided 
about his efforts at a come-
back — with some expres-
sing serious doubts.

“We have to be clear: He 
has no expertise in gene 
editing” and his previous 

experiment was “a total, 
total disaster,” said Kiran 
Musunuru, a University of 
Pennsylvania gene editing 
expert who wrote a book 
on the case. “I understand 
maybe some of this is a play 
to rehabilitate his reputa-
tion ... But how can anyone 
think this is a good idea?”

Some scientists worry 
he may return to the sort of 
work he did before, which 
involved using a tool called 
CRISPR-Cas9 to genetically 
edit embryos, disabling a 
gene that allows HIV to en-
ter cells. The idea was to try 
to make the children resis-
tant to AIDS.

The gene editing tool is a 
powerful one that may lead 
to treatments for many di-
seases. The scientists who 
discovered it were awarded 
the Nobel Prize in 2020. But 
He’s work was criticized 
across the globe because, 
by making edits to em-
bryos, he was attempting 
changes that could be pas-
sed to future generations 
— potentially altering the 
course of human evolution. 
The work was also medi-
cally unnecessary and car-
ried the risks of changing 
other genes.

It’s unclear how the three 
children who grew from the 
embryos — twins known as 
Lulu and Nana and a third 
child known as Amy — are 
doing.

Given He’s ambition,”I 
wouldn’t be surprised that 
a few years down the line if 
the opportunity arises, that 
he would go back” to that 
sort of work, said Dr. Sami-
ra Kiani, a genetic engineer 
and researcher at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh who 
produced a documentary 
on He’s story called “Make 

People Better.”
But Benjamin Hurlbut, 

an expert in bioethics and 
biomedicine at Arizona 
State University who is in 
touch with He off and on, 
said “there’s absolutely no 
reason” to believe he will 
do anything similar, and 
that He has the know-how 
and connections to build 
respectable projects in bio-
tech.

“He’s done his time and 
he’s trying to start over,” 
Hurlbut said.

A REVEALING TALK
Kent sociologist Joy 

Zhang, an organizer of the 
U.K. event where He spoke, 
said most participants were 
scientists and academics 
based in China, and many 
arrived with open minds 
about him and his latest 
project.

“It was really shocking 
how shameless he was 
boasting about his gene 
therapy when he had very 
little substance to show, 
either scientifically or ethi-
cally,” Zhang said. “He pro-
ved that he’s not a misun-
derstood genius. He’s just a 
very egotistic opportunist.”

During his 25-minu-
te presentation, He spent 
most of the time explaining 
basic science, discussing 
his Duchenne research for 
less than two minutes, ac-
cording to a scathing report 
published by event organi-
zers. That included sharing 
his goal to raise 50 million 
Chinese yuan through cha-
rity (about $7.3 million) and 
start clinical trials by March 
2025.

“We’ve exposed that 
there is little substance” 
behind He’s ambitious Du-
chenne gene therapy plans, 

the report said. “We were 
concerned that he might 
endanger another vulne-
rable population if his new 
venture remains unche-
cked.”

Organizers said they 
invited He because China 
hadn’t had an open discus-
sion about CRISPR tech-
nology and ethics since his 
stunning announcement in 
2018. They were disappoin-
ted He wouldn’t talk about 
his recent past. A day ear-
lier, he had pulled out of a 
planned talk at Oxford Uni-
versity, saying on Twitter he 
wasn’t ready to do that.

Kiani said inviting He 
to speak at such events is 
a good idea because the 
scientific community can 
communicate what’s ri-
ght and wrong – and hear 
about his plans. “It would 
be very naive of us to think 
that if we don’t engage him 
in any conversation, he will 
just go away,” she said.

After He’s presentation, a 
fellow scientist pressed him 
about whether he thought 
so-called “heritable human 
genome editing” should be 
banned. The question has 
become especially timely, 
experts say, as the U.K. 
fertility watchdog agency 
pushes for an overhaul of 
fertility laws that some wor-
ry could eventually lead to 
the legalization of the prac-
tice.

He wouldn’t answer.

SCIENCE’S 
COMPETITIVE CULTURE

Cultural anthropologist 
Eben Kirksey, a fellow of St. 
Cross College at the Univer-
sity of Oxford, who wrote 
the book “The Mutant Pro-
ject,” said he’s concerned 
about what He’s past ac-
tions might portend about 
the future. For example, 
Kirksey said He misled the 
public about the health of 
the twin girls in the gene-e-
diting experiment; Kirksey 
revealed in his book that 
they were born at 31 weeks 
gestation by emergency 
C-section.

Kirksey said, He’s pursuit 
of fame and potentially-
-profitable breakthroughs 
again threaten to get in the 
way of “good, stable, well-
-thought-out science.”

Besides the Duchenne 
research, He said last year 
on the social media pla-
tform Weibo that he was 
seeking funds from the 
Chinese government to de-
velop an advanced type of 
machine that creates syn-
thetic DNA that could be 
used for information stora-
ge. A tiny piece of synthetic 
DNA can store vast amoun-
ts of data. MDT/AP
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NBA’s Serbian star Nikola Jokic holds the ball

BASKETBALL

Serbia grabs the last spot in World Cup field
TIM REYNOLDS

T
HE Basketball 
World Cup field 
is now filled, with 
Serbia grabbing 

the last spot in this sum-
mer’s 32-team tournament.

Serbia clinched the ber-
th with a 101-83 win over 
Great Britain yesterday 
[Macau time]. The win 
means two-time reigning 
NBA MVP Nikola Jokic of 
the Denver Nuggets will 
have the chance to play for 
a World Cup this summer, 
when the tournament gets 
held in the Philippines, Ja-
pan and Indonesia.

Serbia’s win in Belgrade 
eliminated Belgium, the 
last team that still had a 
chance to qualify.

Most teams at the World 
Cup will use NBA players 
when they can. The U.S. 
used G League and inter-
nationally based players al-
most exclusively in its qua-
lifying games, but it will go 
to a roster of NBA players 
for the tournament this 
summer.

“We’re looking forward 
to competing for another 
gold medal,” USA Baske-
tball men’s coach Steve 
Kerr said in a video relea-
sed by the federation yes-
terday. Kerr also lauded 
the work of U.S. qualifying 
team coach Jim Boylen, 
who led the Americans in 
all 12 of their games in tho-
se cycles.

Spain is the defending 
champion. The U.S. fi-
nished seventh at the last 
World Cup in 2019.

THE FIELD
Serbia qualifying means 

10 of the top 11 teams in 
the world rankings reached 
the World Cup. The excep-
tion was No. 4 Argentina, 
the silver medalist in 2019.

No. 1 Spain, No. 2 United 
States, No. 3 Australia, No. 
5 France, No. 6 Serbia, No. 
7 Slovenia, No. 8 Lithuania, 
No. 9 Greece, No. 10 Italy 
and No. 11 Germany have 
qualified. There will be two 
first-round groups that in-
clude two of those teams. 
And none of the four teams 
involved in that scenario 
will be thrilled when they 
see that draw.

The lowest-ranked 
teams in the field are four of 
the five African qualifiers: 
No. 43 Ivory Coast, No. 55 
Egypt, No. 63 South Sudan 
and No. 66 Cape Verde.

HELLO
Cape Verde, South Su-

dan, Georgia and Latvia 
are in the tournament for 
the first time.

THEY’RE BACK
There are 23 teams that 

were in the 2019 World 
Cup and have qualified 
again for this year’s event, 
a list led by the United Sta-
tes and Brazil — the only 
nations to appear in all 
19 editions of the tourna-
ment.

Spain has been to each 
of the last 11 World Cups. 
Puerto Rico has been to 
each of the last 10.

The other 19 nations 
that are back from 2019: 
Angola, New Zealand, 
France, Greece, Australia, 
Lithuania, Serbia, Iran, 
Dominican Republic, Phi-
lippines, Montenegro, 
Jordan, Venezuela, Japan, 
Ivory Coast, Germany, Chi-
na, Italy and Canada.

Finland, Slovenia, Egypt 
and Mexico are back in the 
field after last reaching the 
World Cup in 2014. Leba-
non is back, after its most 
recent appearance was in 
2010.

THEY’RE NOT BACK
These nine nations 

appeared in the 2019 tour-
nament and won’t be back 
this summer: Argentina, 
South Korea, Turkey, Se-
negal, Nigeria, Tunisia, Po-
land, the Czech Republic 
and Russia.

FIBA banned Russia’s 
teams and officials from its 
competitions last year in 
response to that country’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

THE TOURNAMENT
The group phase — ei-

ght groups of four teams — 
runs from Aug. 25 through 
Aug. 30. The second round 
is Aug. 31 through Sept. 4.

Quarterfinal games will 
be played on Sept. 5 and 6. 
The semifinals are Sept. 8, 
and the championship and 
third-place game in Manila 
are Sept. 10.

That’s about two weeks 
before NBA training camps 
are scheduled to open, bar-
ring a lockout this summer.

THE DRAW
Each nation will be as-

signed to a four-team ope-
ning-round group on April 
29. The top two teams from 
each of those groups will 
make the second round.

The U.S. will play its 
group-stage games in the 
Philippines, and will stay 
there for the entirety of its 
stay in the tournament — 
as will the Philippines.

Slovenia and Japan will 
play group-stage games in 
Okinawa, Japan. Canada 
will play its group-stage ga-
mes in Jakarta, Indonesia.

All teams will find out 
their opponents, and all 
the other teams that don’t 
already know their group-
-stage destinations, at the 
April 29 draw.

AT STAKE
The World Cup will be 

a way for seven teams to 
qualify for the 2024 Paris 
Olympics. Of those, two will 
come from the Americas 
Region, two from Europe, 
one from Africa, one from 
Asia and one from Oceania.

The other five Olympic 

berths will be decided by 
qualifying tournaments 
this summer, with 40 na-
tions set to be invited to 
play for those spots.

There are 39 nations that 
now have confirmed invita-
tions: Argentina, Bahamas, 
Bahrain, Belgium, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Came-
roon, Chile, Chinese Taipei, 
Colombia, Congo, Cuba, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Great Britain, Guinea, Hun-
gary, Iceland, India, Indo-
nesia, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Korea, Mali, Netherlands, 
Nigeria, North Macedonia, 

Panama, Poland, Portugal, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Swe-
den, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, Ukraine, Uruguay 
and the Virgin Islands.

The 40th spot is likely 
to go to Croatia, a decision 
that FIBA is set to finalize 
on April 28. MDT/AP
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Russia Regional officials 
in southern and western 
Russia reported a string 
of drone attacks near 
the border with Ukraine 
and deep inside the 
country that caused 
no casualties, but 
provoked a security 
stir yesterday, as the 
war with Kyiv stretched 
into its second year. 
The hacking of Russian 
television channels 
and radio stations, and 
the temporary closure 
of airspace around St. 
Petersburg’s airport, fed 
suspicion that Kyiv could 
be behind the disruption.

Germany’s foreign 
minister voiced 
concern about the 
Israeli government’s 
plans to overhaul the 
country’s legal system 
during a visit by her 
Israeli counterpart, and 
said that introducing 
the death penalty for 
Palestinians convicted in 
deadly attacks would be 
“a big mistake.” Israel has 
seen large and regular 
protests in recent weeks 
against the judicial 
overhaul proposed by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s new 
coalition government, 
which includes a bill that 
would enable lawmakers 
to overturn a Supreme 
Court decision with a 
simple majority.

Cyprus’ new president 
affirmed the island 
nation’s Western foreign 
policy orientation as a 
member of the European 
Union that seeks to 
further strengthen its 
bonds with the U.S. 
and stands firmly with 
others on “the side of 
justice” to condemn 
Russia’s war in Ukraine. 
Speaking after taking 
his oath of office at a 
ceremony in parliament 
yesterday, President 
Nikos Christodoulides 
said his administration 
will strive to make Cyprus 
a “credible and creative 
partner with substantial 
input” in European affairs. 

New China US committee debuts 
with eye on major policy shifts

A special House committee dedicated to countering China will 
make its debut today, the opening act in what lawmakers hope 
will be a robust effort to overcome partisan divisions and ad-
dress a “generational challenge” to America’s national security.

The committee’s chairman, Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., says 
he’s looking to bridge differences rather than exploit them. One 
of the former Marine’s first efforts in that regard will be a hea-
ring focused on informing Americans about what he says is the 
“threat posed by the Chinese Communist Party.”

Gallagher has grand visions for the Select Committee on the 
Chinese Communist Party. He hopes it can shepherd competing 
bills over the finish line during the next two years and issue a 
set of recommendations on long-term policies. But as the com-
mittee holds its first hearing today [Macau time] in prime time, 
his first mission will be to communicate to Americans what is 
at stake.

So far, Gallagher appears to have Democratic buy-in and su-
pport. The vote to create the committee was bipartisan, 365-65.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

KANIS LEUNG, 
HONG KONG

HONG Kong police be-
gan searching a land-

fill yesterday for evidence 
related to the grisly killing 
of model Abby Choi, whose 
dismembered body parts 
were found in a refrigerator 
and pots.

Ex-husband Alex Kwong, 
his father Kwong Kau and 
his brother Anthony Kwong 
were charged with murder 
after police found her re-
mains in a house rented by 
Kwong Kau in a suburban 
part of Hong Kong near the 
border with mainland Chi-
na. Alex Kwong’s mother, 
Jenny Li, faces one count 
of perverting the course of 
justice. All four were detai-
ned without bail.

They have not yet en-
tered their pleas, and it 
does not appear that their 
lawyers have commented 
on the case to the media. 
The hearing was adjour-
ned until May.

Yesterday morning, 
more than 100 officers 
wearing protective gear 
went to North East New 
Territories Landfill in Ta 
Kwu Ling, about a 15-mi-
nute drive from mainland 
China, to search for the 
missing body parts with 
excavators and shovels. 
Police had said earlier they 
were still looking for her 
hands and torso.

“The suspects threw 
away several bags of im-
portant evidence in the 
morning of Feb. 22. They 
may be some human body 
parts or they could be the 
clothes and the phone 
of the victim, or even the 
weapons,” Superintendent 
Alan Chung told reporters.

Chung said they could 
not find anything substan-
tial yet, other than bones, 
which police could not as-
certain if they belonged to 
a human or animals.

Choi’s family, dressed 
in black, gathered near the 
house where her body par-
ts were found to pay res-
pects. They earlier visited 

a mortuary to identify her. 
Some mourners were emo-
tional but the family did 
not appear to have respon-
ded to reporters’ questions.

Alex Kwong appeared in 
another court yesterday for 
a previous theft case, whe-
re he jumped bail.

Choi, who had more 
than 100,000 followers on 
Instagram, disappeared 
Feb. 21, according to a re-
port filed later with the 
Hong Kong Police. Her last 
post was Feb. 19, featu-
ring a photo shoot she had 
done with fashion magazi-
ne L’Officiel Monaco.

Choi had financial dis-
putes involving tens of 
millions of Hong Kong 
dollars with her ex-hus-
band and his family, poli-
ce said, adding that “some 
people” were unhappy 
with how Choi handled her 
finances.

The gruesome killing 
has transfixed many in 
Hong Kong and across the 
border in mainland Chi-
na, since the self-governed 

southern Chinese city has 
a very low level of violent 
crime.

Choi’s friend Bernard 
Cheng earlier said he ini-
tially thought she had been 
kidnapped.

“I haven’t imagined a 
person who’s so good, so 
full of love, so innocent, 
a person who doesn’t do 
anything bad will be kil-
led like this,” he said. “My 
heart is still heavy. I can’t 
sleep well.”

Cheng said Choi had 
four children, aged be-
tween 3 and 10. Alex 
Kwong, 28, was the father 
of the older two, who are 
being taken care of by 
Choi’s mother. Choi had 
remarried to Chris Tam, 
father of the younger chil-
dren, who are staying with 
his family.

Choi had good rela-
tionships with her family, 
including her in-laws, 
Cheng said, and would tra-
vel with the families of her 
current and former hus-
bands together. MDT/AP

HK MURDER MYSTERY

Police look for 
evidence in slain 
model Abby Choi’s case
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Model Abby Choi, holding a cat, poses for a photo on Feb. 1, in Hong Kong

TikTok target 
of anti-China 
paranoia

The furor in the United States over so-
-called Chinese spying, sparked by the Joe 
Biden administration’s botched response 
to an errant Chinese meteorological re-
search balloon, has been given a new lea-
se on life, with the White House on Mon-
day giving government agencies 30 days 
to remove the Chinese video-sharing app 
TikTok from all federal devices and sys-
tems, alleging that it poses national se-
curity risks.

Canada, which always toes the US’ line 
in its anti-China strategy, also announced 
it is banning TikTok from all government-
-issued mobile devices.

Some US agencies, including the de-
partments of defense, homeland security 
and state, already have restrictions on the 
Chinese app in place, as Congress passed 
the “No TikTok on Government Devices 
Act” in December, which requires the so-
cial media app to be removed from the in-
formation technology of federal agencies. 
The ban does not apply to entities not as-
sociated with the federal government, or 
to the millions of US people who use the 
hugely popular app.

While the Biden administration claims 
the ban is due to its intensifying scrutiny 
concern and data privacy, it is nothing 
more than an ideologically motivated 
move. It is another instance of the US 
using national security as an excuse to 
abuse state power in its clampdown on 
Chinese high-tech companies.

The ban, in addition to many other res-
trictions targeting China’s high-tech sec-
tor, including advanced semiconductors, 
has been introduced based on the spu-
rious claim that the popular app is being 
used by the Chinese government to “ma-
nipulate and monitor its users while it 
gobbles up Americans’ data to be used for 
their malign activities”. There has been 
nothing to support this allegation except 
the anti-China hysteria of some US poli-
ticians.

It is the app’s Chinese ownership that is 
the app’s “original sin”. The ban in Decem-
ber was passed without any deliberation, 
and unfortunately that approach has ser-
ved as a blueprint for other world gover-
nments, as TikTok spokesperson Brooke 
Oberwetter said, describing the ban as 
being “little more than political theater”. 
The ban has also drawn criticism from 
within the US. “Americans have a right to 
use TikTok and other platforms to exchan-
ge our thoughts, ideas, and opinions with 
people around the country and around 
the world”, the American Civil Liberties 
Union said on Monday.

It said that the ban will “limit Americans 
political discussion, artistic expression, 
free exchange of ideas and even prevent 
people from posting cute animal videos 
and memes”.

It is sad that despite the world becoming 
increasingly interdependent and inter-
connected economically, the ghost of Mc-
Carthyism still haunts the US, riding on 
the paranoia about anything related to 
China.

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO


