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Ukraine Two people 
were killed and 29 
wounded yesterday 
when Russian forces 
shelled the Ukrainian 
city of Sloviansk, in 
the partially occupied 
eastern Donetsk region, 
local officials said. Video 
footage of the aftermath 
showed damaged 
residential buildings, 
debris in the streets and 
vehicles on fire. Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy described the 
attack as “terrorism.”

Ghana U.S. Vice President 
Kamala Harris yesterday 
praised Ghanaian 
President Nana Akufo-
Addo for his “democratic 
principles” during a visit 
with the West African 
leader, who’s facing rising 
discontent over inflation 
and security. Harris is just 
beginning a weeklong 
trip to the continent 
that will also take her to 
Tanzania and Zambia, 
part of a concerted 
effort to broaden U.S. 
outreach at a time when 
China and Russia have 
entrenched interests of 
their own in Africa.

USA North Carolina-
based First Citizens 
will buy Silicon Valley 
Bank, the tech industry-
focused financial 
institution that collapsed 
earlier this month. The 
deal could reassure 
investors at a time of 
shaken confidence in 
banks, though the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. 
and other regulators 
had already taken 
extraordinary steps to 
head off a wider banking 
crisis by guaranteeing 
that depositors in SVB 
and another failed U.S. 
bank would be able to 
access all of their money.
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THE VIEW FROM MOSCOW AND BEIJING

What peace in Ukraine and a post-conflict 
world look like to Xi and Putin
RONALD SUNY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

JUST a few days after being 
branded a war criminal in an 

international arrest warrant, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
was talking peace with his most 
important ally, Chinese president 
Xi Jinping.

The setting for the get-toge-
ther was the late-15th-century 
Faceted Chamber, the ornate 
throne room of Muscovite grand 
princes and czars. The main topi-
cs of discussion were fittingly 
grandiose: How should hostilities 
in Ukraine end? And after the war 
is over, how should the interna-
tional security system be resha-
ped?

The reaction of many in the 
West to the proposals put forward 
by China and discussed with Rus-
sia has been notably suspicious 
of intentions. U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken warned the 
world not to be “fooled by any 
tactical move by Russia, suppor-
ted by China … to freeze the war 
on its own terms.”

Such sentiment is unders-
tandable. Putin launched a bru-
tal, unprovoked war in Ukraine. 
Amid the heightened emotional 
environment of missile attacks 
on civilians, horrific atrocities 
against ordinary citizens and de-
portation of children from Ukrai-
ne, even a cool evaluation of 
ways to end the fighting, declare 
a cease-fire, and begin talks by 
the belligerents has led to accu-
sations of appeasement. And the 
peace plan put forward by China 
on Feb. 24, 2023, and discussed 
with Putin during a March 20-
22 meeting in Moscow has been 
criticized as overly vague and la-
cking concrete suggestions.

In such circumstances, it can 
be difficult to consider what the 
interest of the other side might 
actually be in bringing the killing 
to an end, and their sincerity of 
any purported efforts to do so.

But as a historian, I ask, what 
does the world look like from the 
other side? How has the run-up 
to the war and the war itself been 
understood by Russia and China? 
And what do Xi and Putin envi-
sion a post-conflict world to look 
like?

PLAYING BY THE 
RULES – BUT WHOSE?

The rulers of both Russia and 
China see the West-dominated 
“rules-based international order” 
– a system that has dominated 
geopolitics since the end of the 
Second World War – as designed 
to uphold the global hegemony of 
the United States.

The two men’s stated prefe-
rence is for a multilateral system, 
one which would most probably 
result in a number of regional he-
gemons. This would include, to be 
sure, China and Russia holding 
sway in their own neighborhoods.

Xi put the matter rather gently 
during his Moscow trip: “The in-
ternational community has recog-
nized that no country is superior 
to others, no model of governance 
is universal, and no single country 
should dictate the international 
order. The common interest of all 
humankind is in a world that is 
united and peaceful, rather than 
divided and volatile.”

Reflecting his more street tou-
gh style, Putin was more blunt. 
Russia and China “have consis-
tently advocated the shaping of 
a more just multipolar world or-
der based on international law 
rather than certain ‘rules’ serving 
the needs of the ‘golden billion,’” 
he said, referencing a theory that 
holds that the billion people in 
the richest countries of the world 
consume the greatest portion of 
the world’s resources.

Continuing in this vein, Putin 
said the “crisis in Ukraine” was 
an example of the West trying to 
“retain its international domi-
nance and preserve the unipolar 
world order” while splitting “the 
common Eurasian space into a 
network of ‘exclusive clubs’ and 
military blocs that would serve to 
contain our countries’ develop-
ment and harm their interests.”

CHINA AS PEACEMAKER?
Beijing appears intent to play 

the role of negotiator-in-chief 
in this transition to a multipolar 
world order.

After its success shouldering 
aside the United States and broke-
ring a rapprochement between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, China has 
turned its attention to Ukraine.

With its peace proposal on Ukrai-
ne, China has deftly established cer-
tain principles to which other na-
tions would eagerly subscribe.

“The sovereignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integrity of 
all countries must be effectively 
upheld. All countries, big or small, 
strong or weak, rich or poor, are 
equal members of the internatio-
nal community,” holds the first 
principle in language that would 
be hard to object to.

But those anodyne sentences 
point in two directions at once. 
Upholding sovereignty appears, 
at first, to be aimed at Russia a 
year after it had so clearly violated 
the sovereignty of neighboring 

Ukraine. But the principle also 
can be read to include the conflict 
over Taiwan, which is recognized 
by Beijing and most other states 
as a part of China. It is perhaps 
no accident that the plan’s wor-
ding comes as the U.S., which 
officially recognizes the position 
that Taiwan and mainland China 
are one country, has toughened 
its stance, vowing to defend the 
island should it be invaded.To 
Beijing, the United States appears 
intent on turning a rival, China, 
into an enemy.

Nations, China asserts, have 
the right to enhance their security 
but not at the expense of others. 
This principle echoes directly 
one of Putin’s most frequently 
expressed reasons for the conflict 
with Ukraine: the expansion of 
NATO into Eastern Europe and 
the alliance’s promise to expand 
further by admitting Georgia and 
Ukraine. In Putin’s view, such 
NATO encroachment is an exis-
tential threat to Russia’s security 
interests.

But the Chinese plan also rejec-
ts Putin’s nuclear saber-rattling: 
“The threat or use of nuclear wea-
pons should be opposed.”

Meanwhile, the Chinese stron-
gly insist on the need for an im-
mediate cease-fire and the start of 
negotiations, a call that Washing-
ton vehemently rejected as a con-
cession that amounted to “diplo-
matic cover for Russia to continue 
to commit” war crimes.

WHAT WILL RUSSIA SETTLE FOR?
Russia’s aims in the Ukraine 

war are simple enough to dissect, 
though they have been reduced 
after the effective Ukrainian resis-
tance to the initial invasion.

Instead of taking over all of 
Ukraine, and perhaps setting up 
a puppet government, Moscow 
has been forced to accept limi-
ted territorial gains in the Donbas 
and the coastal crescent linking 
both the region and Russia with 
Crimea. Reduced though they are, 
such Russian goals are complete-
ly unacceptable to Ukraine and 
to the Western alliance – and, in-
deed, to all countries that accept 
that principle that international 
borders cannot be legitimately 
changed unilaterally by military 
force.

Although not clearly spelled 
out, this principle is even contai-
ned in the very first sentence of 
the Chinese peace plan: “Univer-
sally recognized international law, 
including the purposes and prin-
ciples of the United Nations Char-
ter, must be strictly observed.”

That notwithstanding, Putin 
has welcomed the intervention 
of China and the plan in general 
terms.

RIVAL GLOBAL AMBITIONS
So what’s in this for Beijing, gi-

ven that to many, the peace plan 
is already a non-starter?

The conflict in Ukraine is not 
only devastating to the two belli-
gerents involved, but destabili-
zing for states around the world. 
In the short run, China may be 
benefiting from the war because 
it consumes attention and arma-
ments from the West and diverts 
its gaze from East Asia. The U.S. 
“pivot to the east” – a planned 
refocusing from the Obama ad-
ministration onward aimed at 
countering the perceived threat of 
China – has stalled.

But there is an argument that Xi 
is most concerned with China’s re-
newal of economic development, 
which would rely on less confron-
tational relations with Europe and 
the United States. Stability, both 
domestically and internationally, 
works to China’s economic ad-
vantage as a major producer and 
exporter of industrial goods. And 
Beijing is mindful that a slump in 
foreign demand and investment 
is hitting the country’s economic 
prospects.

As such, Beijing’s new role as 
peacemaker – whether in the Mi-
ddle East or Eastern Europe – may 
indeed be sincere. Further, Xi may 
be the only person on the globe 
able to persuade Putin to think 
seriously about a way out of war.

Standing in the way of pea-
ce, however, is not only the cur-
rent intransigence of Russia and 
Ukraine. The United States’ long-
-held foreign policy aim of main-
taining its “indispensable nation” 
status runs counter to Russia and 
China’s ambition to end Ameri-
can global dominance.

It presents two, seemingly in-
surmountable, rival ambitions. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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Michael Rutter (left) and Rob Huff posing with their figuresEdoardo Mortara

Michael Rutter
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Macau GP Museum unveils 
eight racers’ wax figures

Former Macau GP record-holders to return this year
RENATO MARQUES

TWO of the most succes-
sful racers at the local 

Grand Prix (GP) event, Mi-
chael Rutter and Rob Huff, 
are returning this Novem-
ber to the Guia Circuit.

Rutter and Huff’s made 
this announcement on the 
sidelines of the unveiling 
of their wax figures by Ma-
dame Tussauds, which as 
of yesterday are on display 
at the Macau GP Museum 
alongside other six highli-
ghted figures of worldwide 
motorsports.

Nine-times winner of 
the local Motorcycle GP, 
Rutter told the media that 
the fact that he has now 

been immortalized in a wax 
figure at the GP Museum is 
one more reason to return 
to Macau, noting that sin-
ce the borders returned to 
normal after three years of 
Covid-19 restrictions, this 
“makes everything easier” 
and is “impossible to say 
no to.”

Racing in Macau since 
1994, the British rider nick-
named “The Blade” confir-
med that he will return in 
November to race in what 
will be another special 
edition of the Macau GP, 
celebrating 70 years of the 
competition.

This year also marks the 
55th edition of the motor-
cycle race, a competition 

that returned last year af-
ter a two-year hiatus (2020 
and 2021) when the event 
did not take place due to 
the restrictions imposed 
on the entry of foreign ra-
cers, who compose the 
totality of the motorcycle 
paddock.

The wax figure of Rut-
ter will join the motorcy-
cle currently displayed, as 
it has been for many years 
now, in which Rutter won 
the 2003 edition of the Mo-
torcycle GP.

Returning once again 
to Macau this November, 
will also be the Brit Rob 
Huff, the most successful 
touring cars racer in Ma-
cau with 10 wins under his 

belt. It was confirmed to 
the media yesterday that 
he will be once again ra-
cing at the Guia Circuit this 
year, although he has not 
yet confirmed which race 
he will be entering.

Amazed at being also 
immortalized in the local 
museum with this wax fi-
gure by Madame Tussauds, 
Huff is said to be a fan of 
the work and has visited 
several Madame Tussauds 
Wax Museums, never gues-
sing that one day he would 
be featured in one himself.

Huff’s wax figure will 
also be featured next to 
the Lada Granta in which 
he won Race 2 of the 2014 
Guia Race of Macau.

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Macau Grand Prix 
Museum yesterday inau-
gurated eight new wax 
figures by Madame Tus-

sauds, adding to the other racing 
memorabilia on display at the 
museum and concluding the full 
revamp of the space.

The announcement was made 
at a ceremony that included the 
presence of the Chief Executive, 
Ho Iat Seng, and other govern-
ment officials. Work on the figures 
had commenced in 2018 but, due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic restric-
tions, they can only now could be 
added to the museum collection.

In the ceremony held yesterday 
afternoon were also two of the 
featured racers, Michael Rutter 
and Rob Huff, invited to the oc-
casion by the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO).

They will be joining John Mac-
donald, Ron Haslam, Ayrton Sen-
na, Sebastian Vettel, Lewis Hamil-
ton, and Edoardo Mortara, all im-
mortalized in the local museum.

In her opening remarks, MG-
TO’s director Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, noted the 
opportunities that the new fi-
gures will bring, especially this 
when the borders have reopened 
after the pandemic and the Grand 
Prix celebrates its 70th anniver-
sary. The director expressed her 
hopes that the figures will attract 
more people to Macau and to the 
museum.

“It will not only make the mu-
seum more enchanting but also 
help continue the Macau Grand 
Prix’s profound history and cul-
ture. It will become one of the 
attractions drawing visitors from 
diverse source markets worldwide 
to Macau,” Senna Fernandes said.

The event also had the presen-
ce of BoBo Yu, Head of Sales and 
Marketing, Hong Kong Cluster, 
Madame Tussauds Hong Kong, 
who remarked that this is the first 

time Madame Tussauds Hong 
Kong and MGTO has collaborated 
on a project in Macau, and also 
the first time that a group of newly 
cast figures has been presented at 
the same time.

On stage, the racers and Yu also 
had the opportunity to explain 
the process of making the figures, 
which required each of them to 
pose for eight hours at a time, and 
also undergo many measuremen-
ts to achieve the final expression 
to be cast.

Huff noted the professionalism 
and precision of the team who 
completed all the remarkably im-
pressive work.

Yu also thanked the racers for 

their donation of the racing kits 
adorning the figures, giving the 
realism that people will observe in 
the museum.

Rutter’s figure features a cele-
bration pose, holding a champag-

ne bottle, and Yu noted that he 
was particularly impressed with 
the level of detail and accuracy.

Senna Fernandes revealed on 
the sidelines of the event that each 
figure cost HKD2 million, which 

includes not only the making and 
assembling of the figures but also 
all the costs involved with the ri-
ghts of use of the image of the 
people featured, and the weekly 
maintenance for the figures to 
keep them in perfect shape.

While the figures of Ayrton Sen-
na, Sebastian Vettel, and Lewis 
Hamilton are recasts of figures 
already featured in other Mada-
me Tussauds museums, as the 
Times reported, the ones now fea-
tured at the Macau GP Museum 
have undergone several updates 
and improvements, being signi-
ficantly different from the ones 
in other museums, as the Times 
could also observe in loco.

”It will not only make the 
museum more enchanting but 
also help continue the Macau 
Grand Prix’s profound history 

and culture
MARIA HELENA DE SENNA FERNANDES

MGTO DIRECTOR

John MacDonald

Lewis Hamilton
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Zhongshan crowned 
MVPs in city’s debut GBA 
standup paddleboarding 
competition

New Neighbourhood 
to prioritize local 
SMEs in complex

New Neighbourhood 
to prioritize local 
SMEs in complex

STAFF REPORTER

SMALL and medium-sized en-
terprises and brands from Ma-

cau will be prioritized as tenants of 
the Macau New Neighbourhood 
complex.

In a reply to an interpellation 
made by lawmaker Leong Sun 
Iok, Peter Lam, chairperson of the 
board of directors of Macau Ur-
ban Renewal Limited, stated that 
the investment promotion will 
focus on satisfying residents’ daily 
needs, appealing to diverse retail 
sales, providing convenience to 
Macau enterprises, and develo-
ping and supporting youth entre-
preneurs. There are about 60 shop 
vacancies in the complex.

Meanwhile, over 4,000 resi-
dential units will be offered to eli-
gible citizens in the Macau New 
Neighbourhood program. People 

who apply to purchase the units 
should be over 18 and hold a Ma-
cau ID. Additionally, they should 
possess no more than one unit for 
residential purposes in Macau and 
no domestic property in Zhuhai.

The average price of the pro-
gram will be RMB30,000 (over 
MOP352,300) per square meter.

Leong mentioned the necessi-
ty for the government to adopt a 
point system to prioritize the ci-
tizens who need residential units. 
He also asked if the shop vacancy 
offerings would take the form of 
renting or purchasing. However, 
the queries were not answered by 
Lam.

The school and 27 residential 
buildings were topped out at the 
end of 2022, and the program will 
enter the final completion and ac-
ceptance stage in the second half 
of this year.

ANTHONY LAM

THE team from Zhongshan 
has been awarded Best Club 

Award in Macau’s first Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) Stand-up Paddle 
Board competition.

The pan-GBA competition is 
organized across the region, with 
Macau being one of the stations. 
The Macau station was held on 
Mar. 18 at Hac-Sa Beach. It attrac-
ted over 70 athletes from across 
the region – including major cities 
such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Zhuhai, Zhongshan and Shantou.

The competition had several 
categories, namely Master Group, 
Women’s Open Group, Men’s Tee-
nager, Young Men and Young Wo-
men’s 1,000-meter Groups and 
Men’s 2,000-meter Open Circuit 
Racing Group. In the races for the 
last group, four buoys were placed 
on the sea.

The sea was quite rough on race 
day. From the beginning, Macau 
athlete Chan Hei Ngan triumphed 
in the young women’s race over 

the bumpy sea. Zhang Haixuan 
and Ye Jiaying – both from Zhon-
gshan – followed Chan.

In the young men’s race, Zhon-
gshan athlete Liu Zicheng over-
took the lead mid-race and won, 
with locals Lei In Cheng and Tam 
Chi Hei following behind.

The Women’s Open Group race 
saw local veteran aquatic athlete 
Racy Leong secure her lead after 
the second buoy with better tur-
ning skills. She won the race, with 
Xia Lirong from Shenzhen and 
Wen Xiu from Zhuhai in second 
and third places respectively.

Macau athletes took the first 
and third places in the young 
men’s race, with the captain of 
the Zhongshan team taking the 
second. Athletes from Shantou, 
Guangzhou and Macau took the 
three top places in the master’s 
race.

The Men’s Open race saw Peng 
Qian from Shenzhen won the first 
place, Kuok Ka Chun from Macau 
the second and Chen Zhibao from 
Guangzhou the third.

Palace Museum center 
in the SAR underway

DEIGNAN AWARD 

Three local SMEs honored for 
‘responsible entrepreneurship’  
STAFF REPORTER

THE first Deignan 
Award for Respon-

sible Entrepreneurship 
has unveiled its winners, 
celebrating the outs-
tanding efforts of SMEs 
in Hong Kong and Ma-
cau who are “encoura-
ging positive business 
values.” 

In April last year, the 
award for small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs) 
was launched, aiming 
to encourage the conti-
nuous pursuit of sustai-
nability, corporate social 
responsibility (CSR), 
business ethics, and 
Environmental, Social, 
and Governance (ESG) 
considerations and im-
plementation by SMEs 
in both Hong Kong and 
Macau.

Over the weekend, 
the Deignan Award for 
Responsible Entrepre-

neurship awarded a total 
of six winners, of which 
three are from each SAR.

From Macau, MSS 
Recruitment Limited 
were crowned with the 
prestigious Gold Award, 
while the Silver and 
Bronze Awards were 
given to C&C Lawyers 
& Notaries and Macao 
Newland Technology 
Co., Ltd respectively.

“The winners were 
evaluated based on a 
range of criteria, such as 
upholding human dig-

nity, displaying excep-
tional entrepreneurial 
spirit, fostering fairness, 
supporting the disad-
vantaged, and promo-
ting environmental sus-
tainability,” the organi-
zers said. 

During the event, 
Dr. Stephan Rothlin S.J., 
chairman of the Steering 
Committee of the Deig-
nan Award and Director 
of Macau Ricci Institu-
te said, “The Deignan 
Award is an inspiring 
platform to showcase 

the powerful impact of 
sound values, capable 
of lighting up a path and 
making a difference in 
even the most challen-
ging and competitive 
marketplaces.”

The entry period of 
the award closed on Au-
gust 31, 2022, with no 
application fee. 

SMEs in both Hong 
Kong and Macau em-
ploying fewer than 100 
people and meeting the 
entry criteria were eligi-
ble for the award. 

STAFF REPORTER

A new center for the protec-
tion of Palace Museum he-

ritage is being built in the SAR 
and will be completed in two to 
three years, said an official from 
the Palace Museum in Beijing, as 
cited in a report issued by China 
Daily. 

The Macau center will have 
two major functions — pro-
tecting the cultural heritage of 
Macau, and designing cultural 
offerings related to the Palace 
Museum, which is also known as 
the Forbidden City, according to 
Dong Dan, deputy director of the 
International Exchange Depart-
ment of the Palace Museum.

“We want our Macau center to 
be different from its counterpart 
in Hong Kong, which displays 
exhibits mainly on loan from 
Beijing,” said Dong in a press 
conference, according to the re-
port. 

Data from the museum shows 
that the Hong Kong Palace Mu-
seum has welcomed more than 
900,000 visitors since its opening 
last July. It has a collection of 900 
treasures borrowed from the Pa-
lace Museum in Beijing, covering 
ink paintings, calligraphy, cera-

mic and cultural artifacts related 
to the imperial families that pre-
viously inhabited the Forbidden 
City.

Dong also added that the Pa-
lace Museum aims to spread 
Chinese culture through produc-
ts to be exhibited and sold at the 
Macau center.

“Macau is a popular tourist 
destination and we hope touris-
ts visiting from across the world 
will take home our products and 
learn about Chinese culture,” ad-
ded Dong.

Since Macau’s return to China 

in 1999, the Palace Museum has 
held 31 shows in the SAR.

The latest was Auspicious 
Beginning: Spring Festival Tra-
ditions in the Forbidden City, an 
exhibition showcasing the impe-
rial traditions of the Qing Dynas-
ty (1644-1911).

In addition to cultural ex-
changes with Macau and Hong 
Kong, the Palace Museum has 
expanded cooperation with 
counterparts overseas, demons-
trating the philosophy, methods 
and techniques of Chinese ar-
chaeology.
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Macau to see 
GD-MO cross-
boundary bus, 
taxi soon

In a recent Executive 
Dispatch, the Secretary 
for Transport and Public 
Works, Raimundo do 
Rosário, has delegated all 
necessary authority to the 
director of the Transport 
Bureau (DSAT), Lam Hin 
San, or his legal delegate 
or representative, to 
sign on behalf of the 
Macau government 
an agreement on 
the arrangement for 
Guangdong-Macau cross-
boundary bus and taxi 
quotas. With that said, 
either a new type of these 
transports or existing 
ones will be allowed to 
operate services in both 
jurisdictions. The Dispatch 
has already taken effect.

2023 medical 
vouchers 
confirmed at 
MOP600 per 
eligible user

Medical vouchers of 
MOP600 for each eligible 
user are to be issued for 
this year, according to a 
recent Executive Dispatch. 
All vouchers will be issued 
digitally, meaning that 
no physical vouchers 
will be issued. Vouchers 
can be transferred to 
beneficiaries’ spouses, 
first-tier ancestors or 
descendants. The validity 
period of this year’s 
vouchers will end on April 
30, 2025. Vouchers will not 
be allowed to be cashed. 
People bearing Macau 
Permanent Resident ID 
card on or before April 30, 
2024 will be eligible for the 
vouchers upon issuance of 
their ID cards.

Payment period 
of vehicle 
circulation tax 
to end Mar. 31

The payment period 
for the annual vehicle 
circulation tax will end on 
Mar. 31. Car owners are 
reminded to pay before 
this date so as to avoid a 
fine. As of Mar. 27, taxes 
on more than 34,000 
vehicles had not yet been 
paid. Among the over 
204,000 tax liabilities paid, 
nearly 79% were paid 
electronically, with over 
85% paid through the 
Government One Account 
cellphone app. Payment 
by One Account requires 
vehicle owners to link 
their account with their 
vehicles, confirming their 
ownership.

Diversification into 
non-gaming to remain ‘slow’ 
amid billions in investments

TOURISM 

Tickets discount program to extend 
to overseas tourists arriving via HK

LYNZY VALLES 

F
ITCH Ratings forecasts 
Macau’s economy will re-
bound sharply by 48% in 
2023 following an econo-

mic contraction of 26.8% in 2022, 
according to a recently published 
report. The forecast was based on 
its cautious prediction that gaming 
revenue will recover to about half 
of the 2019 level. 

The forecast of such a high fi-
gure comes from the removal of 
pandemic control measures and 
resumption of mainland packaged 
tours as well receding labor shorta-
ges, and also the supply-side capa-
city constraints that will materially 
lift the visitation numbers for 2023.

“Macau is well placed to cap-
ture strong pent-up demand from 
mainland tourists, given its status 
as the sole legal gaming tourism 
destination across Greater China 
and its geographic proximity to the 
mainland. A faster-than-expected 
revival of visitors poses an upside 
risk to the recovery outlook,” the 
institution said. 

For the gaming sector, Fitch ex-
pects the mass-market segment, 
which accounted for three-quar-
ters of total gaming revenue in 
2022, to drive the recovery. 

In December of 2022, the six ga-
ming operators renewed the con-
cession contract for the next 10 

years, fully pledging to focus on 
diversification of the local eco-
nomy with an investment of over 
MOP100 billion.

The reported MOP100 billion in-
vestment from the casinos during 
the bid proposal period was con-
sidered unsurprising, despite the 
sector bleeding cash with no cer-
tainty of recovery.

However, the institution expects 
this to be slow, amid the operators’ 
moves in launching non-gaming 
offerings. 

“We expect the diversification 
into non-gaming industries to re-
main slow. Human capital cons-
traints and skill gaps pose a key 
challenge for Macau to substan-

tially reduce its high dependence 
on the gaming industry,” said the 
institution. 

Also, junket operators will re-
main “sensitive to tight regulatory 
scrutiny in both Macau and main-
land China.”

Meanwhile, Fitch forecasts Ma-
cau’s budget deficit will decline to 
10.5% of GDP in 2023, from 35.5% 
in 2022, expecting a deficit for the 
fourth consecutive year. 

“The narrower deficit this year 
mainly reflects a surge in gaming 
revenue collection and an unwin-
ding of pandemic-related relief 
measures. We project the deficit 
will fall to 1.9% of GDP in 2024 on 
buoyant gaming revenue and ex-

penditure restraint,” the group no-
ted.

Regarding the city’s integration 
with Mainland China, the group 
expects that the integration

will lead to a stronger role in po-
licymaking for the central govern-
ment and a gradual convergence 
of governance and institutional 
management practices with main-
land China.

Currently, the SAR is the only 
city in China where gambling is le-
gal. However, for Fitch, citing inte-
gration, its “baseline assumes that 
the convergence will not affect the 
status of Macau as the only legal 
gaming tourism destination across 
Greater China.”

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Offi-

ce (MGTO) will extend 
the program that cur-
rently offers discounts 
and special benefits 
to Hong Kong visitors 
who visit Macau to in-
clude all overseas tou-
rists arriving in Macau 
via Hong Kong, MGTO 
director, Maria Helena 
de Senna Fernandes 
said yesterday on the 
sidelines of the unvei-
ling of the wax figure at 
the Macau Grand Prix 
Museum.

The aim is to at-
tract more visitors 
from overseas, taking 
advantage of the pro-
gram targeting Hong 
Kong residents.

She also said that a 
subsidy plan targeting 
foreign group tours 
as well as those from 

Taiwan will be laun-
ched soon as well.

According to figures 
cited by Senna Fer-
nandes, so far a total 
of 2,048 groups have 
arrived in Macau after 
the resumption of this 
type of traveling in Fe-
bruary.

MGTO says that 
over 2,000 groups ac-
count for over 60,000 
visitors, and from the-
se 542 groups arrived 
from Guangdong pro-
vince, involving a total 
of 17,000 visitors.

A large majori-
ty of the group tours 
(1,439), which account 

for some 41,000 peo-
ple, have applied for 
the overnight staying 
subsidy from the 
MGTO, she added.

The director of 
MGTO assured the 
media that the Office 
has inspectors on si-
tes and will increase 
the inspections of tour 
groups. So far, four 
tour guides from the 
mainland were found 
to be illegally opera-
ting in Macau.

Senna Fernandes 
said that over 330 ins-
pections have been 
made on this matter 
since January this year.
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China to see 33% increase of 
flights with Macau 

Passenger flights connecting the mainland 
and Macau will expand 32.85% over last year’s 
number in summer and in autumn, according 
to the Civil Aviation Administration of China 
(CAAC). Planned weekly passenger and cargo 
flights between the Chinese mainland and Hong 
Kong are set to grow 35.44% year on year, and 
those between the mainland and Taiwan will 
increase 21.52%, CAAC data showed. From 
March 26 to Oct. 28, domestic and foreign 
airlines have scheduled 14,702 international 
passenger or cargo flights per week, with 6,772 
weekly outgoing passenger flights to 101 cities 
around the world and 3,808 inbound passenger 
flights from 79 foreign cities, the CAAC said.

IPIM calls for participants 
in 2023 China International 
Import Expo

The Macao Trade and Investment Promotion 
Institute (IPIM) is calling for local participants 
for the 2023 China International Import Expo, 
which will be held between Nov. 5 and 10 
at the National Exhibition and Convention 
Center (Shanghai) (NECC (Shanghai)). 
Participants must be enterprises registered 
in Macau, and offer products produced locally. 
Otherwise, they must be agencies for products 
from lusophone countries or providers of 
professional services catering to the lusophone 
market. The expo introduces itself as “a 
significant move for the Chinese government 
[…] to give firm support to trade liberalization 
and economic globalization and actively open 
the Chinese market to the world.”

MUST’s Coloane research 
center expected soon
ANTHONY LAM

THE science and techno-
logy research and develo-

pment facility at the Concor-
dia Industrial Park in Coloane 
is expected to open soon, the 
Macau University of Science 
and Technology (MUST) an-
nounced yesterday.

On the sidelines of an ins-
titute event, Chair Prof. Jose-
ph Hun-wei Lee, MUST pre-
sident, told the press about 
the prospective event.

The 10,000-square-me-
ter facility will house several 
state- to international-level 
laboratories, such as a mari-
ne life lab appointed by the 
Ministry of Water Resources, 
and a mass-scale respiratory 
disease outbreak prediction 
lab.

Lee pointed out that the 
new facility will be the home 
for research and develop-
ment for several faculties. It 
will be the space for cross-
-disciplinary experiment and 
development. Lee said the 

facility would help nurture 
talents in cross-disciplinary 
studies.

Last year, the MUST inau-
gurated the Faculty for In-
novative Engineering, which 
in Lee’s opinion will help 
consolidate the institution’s 
resources in science and en-
gineering. It will also provide 
pathways for new bachelor’s 

degree programs, with a new 
program opening in the co-
ming September. He expects 
the number of students in 
science and technology pro-
grams to double.

Lee added that the MUST 
would constantly strive for 
global accreditations and 
open on-par new science 
and technology programs 

that suit the needs of the 
Greater Bay Area. He hopes 
that in the future, the institu-
tion will be able to establish 
facilities in Hengqin.

MUST CONFERS HONORIS 
CAUSA DEGREES

The MUST conferred 
yesterday doctoris honoris 
causa upon 14 recipients as 
part of the celebrations for 
its 23rd anniversary. Those 
honored included Haruki 
Murakami, writer of the in-
fluential Norwegian Wood 
and 1Q84, as well as Lau-
reate of the Nobel Prize in 
Literature and the Franz 
Kafka Prize; Chua Lam, wri-
ter and food critic; Prof. Pe-
ter Doherty, Nobel Laureate 
and immunologist; and Prof. 
Zhao Yupei, surgeon and 
president of Peking Union 
Medical College Hospital, 
among others. 

Additionally, seminar 
sessions were also held to 
discuss arts, diplomacy and 
space.

DSEC launches 
Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey
RENATO MARQUES

THE Household Inco-
me and Expenditure 

Survey 2023 (HIES 2023) 
will continue until Mar-
ch 23, 2024, the Statis-
tics and Census Service 
(DSEC) announced.

The HIES 2023 will col-
lect data from 8,320 hou-
sing units in 26 bi-weekly 
cycles, and 320 units will 
be visited in each cycle.

Each selected hou-
sehold is invited to com-
plete one main question-
naire and all household 
members aged 16 and 
above are required to 
complete an expense 
diary for seven consecu-
tive days.

DSEC said in a press 
statement that not only is 
completing the question-
naires online more con-
venient for all the parties 
but it is also safer, aver-
ting potential scams.

Considering the many 
scams targeting people 

in Macau lately, the DSEC 
called on the public to be 
vigilant and guard against 
phone scammers imper-
sonating government of-
ficers asking for personal 
information or money. 

DSEC said enumera-
tors will only call hou-
seholds via the contact 
number previously pro-
vided to verify question-
naire responses. They will 
not ask for information 
such as ID card, bank 

account or credit card 
number, nor will they de-
mand any fees. 

Additionally, the DSEC 
says it will take additio-
nal measures to ensure 
statistical confidentiality 
and protect the data col-
lected from misuse.

For those that parti-
cipate in the survey, the 
DSEC has a series of in-
centives, including a lu-
cky draw to win several 
prizes.
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Sands China 10k draws nearly 10,000 runners 

SJM Resorts, S.A. is col-
laborating with six artists 
from the Macau Youth Art 
Association as part of an on-
-going effort toward nurtu-

The 2023 Sands China Macao 
International 10K  welcomed 
nearly 10,000 runners from 37 
countries and regions March 
19, with participants taking part 
in either the 10K race or the Fun 
Run. Throughout the course, 
Sands China’s entertainment 

SJM to collaborate with local artists for an exhibition 
boa Palace – A Group Exhibi-
tion by Macau’s Emerging Ar-
tists”, an exhibition of large-s-
cale art installations featuring 
blossoming flowers in spring-
time on display in the integra-
ted resort. In addition to these 
exhibits, Grand Lisboa Palace 
will host monthly weekend art 
workshops, according to the 
gaming operator.

The six artists from the Ma-
cau Youth Art Association are: 
watercolourist Julia Lam; gon-
gbi painting specialist Leong 
Kit Man; watercolourist Kuok 
Hoi Leng; Liu Xinjue, who fo-
cuses on healing and beauty 
in her work; as well as Dor Lio 
and Chiang Wai Lan – both 
well-known for their fairytale 
artistic styles. 

China is very pleased that this 
year’s 10K was a successful 
event, and we are proud to be 
the title sponsor again this year. 
Besides encouraging tourism 
and stimulating the economy, 
we hope it inspires exercise 
and a healthy lifestyle among 
the Macao community.”

Sands China invited mem-
bers and families of Macau 
Special Olympics and Rich-
mond Fellowship of Macau to 
join the 10K event, with ac-
companiment by Sands Cares 
Ambassadors to complete the 
race together. 

A 10K themed interactive 
zone was set up at The Vene-
tian Macao March 17-19, fea-
turing games and DIY medal-
-drawing workshops.

ring local artistic talent.
On March 30, Grand Lisboa 

Palace Resort Macau and the 
art association will jointly un-
veil “Blossoms at Grand Lis-

performers from The Vene-
tian  Macao, The Parisian Ma-
cao and The Londoner Macao 
cheered the runners on and 
enhanced the festive atmos-
phere. 

Wilfred Wong, president of 
Sands China Ltd., said: “Sands 

GAMING

Renamed Horseshoe to host 
Poker World Series on Vegas Strip
KEN RITTER, LAS VEGAS

A 
name paired with poker 
and Las Vegas lore now 
has a place on the neon-
-lit Strip following the re-

branding of an iconic hotel with a 
memorable history at a crossroads 
shared with some of the most re-
cognizable casinos in the world.

The Horseshoe Las Vegas Hotel 
& Casino and its corporate ow-
ner, Caesars Entertainment Corp., 
hosted ceremonies last weekend 
to mark the name change from 
Bally’s Las Vegas, before it again 
hosts the upcoming 54th annual 

World Series of Poker.
“Not only are we excited for 

guests to experience the redesig-
ned resort and its latest offerings, 
but we are also proud to reintro-
duce the historic gaming brand to 
Las Vegas,” Jason Gregorec, Hor-
seshoe senior vice president and 
general manager, said in a state-
ment.

The 2,800-room property once 
was the MGM Grand Hotel, where 
a historic fire in 1980 killed 87 peo-
ple. It was Bally’s Las Vegas for 36 
years.

Renovations and renaming 
harken back to Binion’s Hor-

seshoe, a hotel and gambling hall 
in downtown’s “Glitter Gulch” 
where the World Series of Poker 
began.

It also puts the Horseshoe mar-
quee across the street from the 
Bellagio and its fountains, Caesars 
Palace and its statues and the glit-
tery Flamingo Las Vegas.

Jack Binion, 86, a former casi-
no executive and member of the 
American Gaming Association 
and World Series of Poker halls of 
fame, was set to present a lucky 
horseshoe from his family’s ranch 
at an event also including “Jubi-
lee!” costumes recalling the fea-

thery Bally’s revue that ran for 35 
years before closing in 2016.

The first World Series of Poker 
in 1970 was hosted by Binion’s fa-
ther, former Texas gambler Benny 
Binion, as an invitation-only game 
at his downtown Horseshoe, a 366-
room hotel he opened in 1951.

Jack Binion and his brother, 
Ted Binion, worked at the down-
town property, now known as 
Binion’s Gambling Hall & Hotel 
and operated by the corporate 
owner of the neighboring Four 
Queens. Ted Binion’s death in 
1998 sparked a sensational mur-
der trial and eventual acquittal in 

2004 of his ex-stripper, live-in gir-
lfriend and her secret lover.

Harrah’s Entertainment acqui-
red the poker tournament in 2004 
and moved it to the Rio All-Suites 
Hotel & Casino. A year later, Har-
rah’s bought Caesars Entertain-
ment, which was purchased in 
2020 by Eldorado Resorts, now 
called Caesars Entertainment 
Corp. Bally’s hotel-casino was 
part of that deal. The renaming 
began last year.

The tournament that made 
championship bracelets and 
Texas Hold ‘em famous now runs 
for more than seven weeks. It 
drew nearly 200,000 players last 
year to Bally’s and the adjacent 
Paris Las Vegas and awarded al-
most $350 million in prizes. It is 
scheduled to start this year on 
May 30.

After it ends in July, officials 
said an 18-table poker room will 
offer tournament-style play year-
-round.

The 26-story hotel now named 
Horseshoe opened in late 1973 
as the MGM Grand. It had 2,100 
rooms and was one of the largest 
hotels in the world.

The deadly fire seven years la-
ter was one of the worst in U.S. 
history. It led to laws requiring fire 
safety and sprinkler systems in 
hotels and high-rises. The hotel 
was rebuilt and a second tower, 
adding 700 rooms, was comple-
ted in 1981.

Bally Manufacturing bou-
ght the property in 1986. MGM 
Grand Inc. moved a block down 
the Strip and opened the movie-
-themed MGM Grand Las Vegas 
resort in late 1993. That 30-floor 
property, with more than 5,000 
rooms and emerald green exte-
rior, opened as the largest hotel 
complex in the world.

The Bally’s name is still expec-
ted to remain on the Las Vegas 
Strip at the aging, nearly 1,500-
room Tropicana resort, now 
owned by Rhode Island-based 
Bally’s Corp.
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Alibaba’s Jack Ma resurfaces 
in mainland China

ANALYSIS

Experts laud essence of Chinese-style democracy
ZOU SHUO, CHINA DAILY

THE essence of Chinese-
-style democracy is to 

respect and safeguard hu-
man rights, experts said last 
weekend.

Its purpose is to realize 
common prosperity for the 
large Chinese population, 
achieve coordinated deve-
lopment of material gains 
and civilization and peo-
ple and nature, and pur-
sue peaceful development, 
said Chen Youwu, dean of 
Guangdong University of 
Technology’s School of Law.

The leadership of the 
Communist Party of China 
is another important cha-
racteristic of Chinese-style 
democracy, which is imple-
mented in a whole-process 
way that differs from Wes-
tern-style democracy, Chen 
said at a forum hosted by 
Central South University’s 
Human Rights Center.

The core of Chinese-sty-
le democracy is to let peo-
ple make the decisions. All 
the power of the country 
belongs to the people, and 
the happiness of the people 

is the biggest human right, 
he said.

Lu Guangjin, deputy 
head of the China Society 
for Human Rights Studies, 
said that similar to many 
other countries, Chinese 
people won democracy af-
ter fighting for it relentless-
ly, and they attach great im-
portance to it. However, it 
should also be remembered 
that due to the corruption 
and incompetence of the 
ruling class in early modern 

China, Chinese people did 
not enjoy democracy.

The CPC liberated Chi-
nese people from oppres-
sion and exploitation and 
enabled them to make their 
own decisions and win po-
litical and human rights, he 
said.

Each country has its own 
style of democracy, and 
the standard to evaluate 
a country’s democracy is 
whether it has safeguarded 
the people’s interests and is 

supported by the people, he 
said.

Chinese-style democra-
cy, which has some charac-
teristics in common with 
democracies in other coun-
tries, is unique because it is 
socialist, people-centered, 
whole-process and still un-
der development, he said.

There are profound his-
torical and social reasons 
for China to embark on a 
democratic path different 
from Western ones. To ea-

sily overlook Chinese-style 
democracy is unwise, and 
history has proved that im-
posing one country’s de-
mocratic style on another 
cannot lead to democracy, 
he added.

He Zhipeng, dean of Jilin 
University’s School of Law, 
said democracy is only one 
type of governance model.

Moreover, democracy is a 
type of human right, and its 
implementation might in-
fluence other rights, he said.

Western-style democra-
cy is based on voting, capi-
talism and partisan rivalry, 
while the ideal Chinese-
-style democracy features 
whole-process participa-
tion and consultation of di-
fferent political parties, and 
aims to achieve the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation, he added.

Chang Jian, director of 
Nankai University’s Resear-
ch Center on Human Righ-
ts, said democracy also has 
its shortcomings, as there 
are all kinds of people who 
have different voices. So in 
order to realize democra-
cy, compromises need to 
be made and such policies 
can sometimes be the worst 
ones.

In order to overcome 
the shortcomings, Wes-
tern countries have chosen 
elections and parliament 
to reach consensus, while 
China focuses on the Party’s 
lead and lets the Party coor-
dinate different opinions, 
he said.

China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy means 
democracy in elections, po-
licymaking, grassroots-le-
vel governance and enter-
prise management as well 
as democracy in interna-
tional relations, he added. 
CHINA DAILY

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

ALIBABA founder Jack Ma has re-
surfaced in China after months 

of overseas travel, visiting a school 
yesterday in the city where his com-
pany is headquartered and discussed 
topics such as artificial intelligence.

Ma founded e-commerce firm Ali-
baba in the 1990s and was once Chi-
na’s richest man. He has kept a low 
profile with few public appearances 
since Nov. 2020, when he had publi-
cly criticized China’s regulators and 
financial systems during a speech in 
Shanghai.

Shortly afterward, authorities 
put the brakes on the initial public 
offering of Alibaba’s financial affi-
liate Ant Group, which had been set 
to raise $34.5 billion in what would 
have been the world’s largest share 
offering at the time. Alibaba was later 
investigated and fined $2.8 billion for 
breaching antitrust rules as Chinese 
authorities cracked down on the on-
ce-freewheeling technology industry.

In the past year, Ma has been tra-
velling, with reports of sightings in 
Europe, Japan, Thailand and Hong 
Kong. His itinerary has been closely 
watched as a barometer of Beijing’s 
attitude towards private businesses.

Yesterday, Ma visited the Yungu 
School in Hangzhou, in eastern Chi-
na, that was established by Ma and 
other partners of Alibaba, according 
to a WeChat post by the school. Ma 
discussed technologies such as the 

artificial intelligence chatbot Cha-
tGPT, and spoke of his passion for 
learning.

Alibaba did not immediately res-
pond to a request for comment.

Chinese government has been 
seeking to raise confidence in the 
private sector after regulatory cra-
ckdowns, on technology, education, 
online gaming and financial com-
panies, and harsh COVID-19 restric-
tions slowed the economy.

Earlier this month, China’s newly-
-appointed premier, Li Qiang, sought 
to reassure entrepreneurs and inves-
tors by saying the government wou-
ld provide “unswerving” support for 
the private sector. The commitment 
to this was “unequivocal and stead-
fast,” he said.

Ma stepped down as Alibaba 
chairman in 2019, saying he hoped 
to focus on philanthropy. In January, 
he ceded control of Ant, the financial 
technology firm, amid a revamp of its 
shareholding structure.

The same month, a top Chinese 
central bank official said that the cra-
ckdown on the internet industry was 
“basically” over. MDT/AP

A voter casts her ballot at a polling station in Chongqing’s Shapingba district on Friday

Jack Ma, Alibaba founder
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Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno

Former Taiwan leader Ma Ying-jeou waves as he leaves for the mainland, at Taoyuan International Airport

ONE-CHINA

Taiwan’s former leader 
Ma begins mainland visit

ESPIONAGE

Tokyo demands Beijing free detained Japan national
TOKYO has demanded 

that China release a Ja-
panese national who was 
detained in Beijing earlier 
this month on suspicion of 
spying, Japan’s top gover-
nment spokesperson said 
yesterday.

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Hirokazu Matsuno told a 
news conference that Ja-
pan’s Embassy in China was 
informed by Chinese autho-
rities that a Japanese man 
in his 50s was taken into 
custody in Beijing earlier in 
March.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Mao Ning 
said in Beijing that “the Ja-
panese citizen is suspected 
of engaging in espionage 
activities in violation of the 
criminal law ... and the Anti-

-Espionage Law of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.”

All foreigners who vi-
sit and live in China “must 
abide by Chinese laws, and 
those who break the law 
and commit crimes must be 
held accountable according 
to the law,” Mao said at a re-
gular news briefing.

He said that similar cases 
involving Japanese citizens 
have occurred repeatedly 
and urged the Japanese go-
vernment to “strengthen 
education among its citizens 
and send them reminders.”

In Tokyo, Matsuno said 
the Japanese government 
had demanded the early 
release of its citizen. Japan 
also requested that Chinese 
authorities allow the man 
access to Japanese consu-

lar officials. He said Japan’s 
government is providing as 
much support for him as 
possible, including com-
municating with relevant 
parties.

A Japanese pharma-
ceutical company, Astellas 
Pharma Inc., acknowledged 
that the man detained is its 
employee, but declined to 
disclose further details, in-
cluding his name, position 
and whether he is based in 
China. The company said 
it was seeking information 
from the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry.

More than a dozen Japa-
nese citizens with business 
or other connections to 
China have been arrested 
in the past over allegations 
including spying. A Japane-

se diplomat was detained 
for questioning in 2022 and 
released hours later, promp-
ting strong protests from 

Japan.
Tokyo and Beijing have 

been increasingly at odds 
in recent years as Japan 

considers China’s growing 
influence in the region as a 
threat to its national security 
and the economy. MDT/AP

HUIZHONG WU 
& JOHNSON LAI, TAOYUAN

F
ORMER Taiwan leader 
Ma Ying-jeou departed 
for a tour of China yes-
terday, in what he called 

an attempt to reduce tensions a 
day after Taiwan lost one of its 
few remaining diplomatic part-
ners to China.

Ma is visiting in a private ca-
pacity, bringing a delegation of 
academics and college students 
for exchanges, as well as mem-
bers of his family, but the trip is 
loaded with political meaning.

Ma’s policies brought Taiwan 
and Beijing to their closest rela-
tionship ever, but his exit from 
office was overshadowed by 
massive protests against a trade 
deal with the mainland and his 
successor has focused on bolste-
ring ties with the U.S. and defen-
ding the autonomy of the demo-
cratically governed island that is 
part of China’s territory.

Current leader Tsai Ing-wen 
is expected to launch a 10-day 
diplomatic tour of her own We-
dnesday, ostensibly to visit the 
island’s remaining allies in La-
tin America. She will stop in the 
U.S., Taiwan’s biggest unofficial 
partner and supplier of arms.

Ma’s visit comes amid rising 
tensions. Beijing has stepped up 
pressure against Taiwan in recent 
years, poaching its diplomatic 
allies while also sending military 
fighter jets flying towards the is-
land on a near daily basis. On 
Sunday, Honduras established 
diplomatic relations with Chi-
na, leaving Taiwan with only 13 
countries that recognize it as a 
sovereign state.

Ma, a member of the oppo-
sition Nationalist Party (Kuo-
mintang), will land in Shanghai 

before starting his visit in nearby 
Nanjing. He is expected to tour 
the mainland from March 27 to 
April 7, stopping in Wuhan and 
Changsha, as well as other cities. 
He is bringing college students 
from Taiwan to meet with fellow 
students from Shanghai’s Fudan 
University and Changsha’s Hu-
nan University.

Ma has framed the visit as a 
bid to lower the tensions in cros-
s-strait relations through peo-
ple to people exchange. “I hope 
through the enthusiasm of the 
youth and their interactions to 
improve the cross-strait mood, 
so bring peace faster, and ear-
lier,” he said to reporters ahead 
of his departure on Monday af-

ternoon. He also said it would be 
his first time visiting China.

His trip has not drawn much 
controversy in Taiwan, where 
the public is used to seeing Kuo-
mintang politicians visit China. 
However, it has been criticized 
by some political opponents and 
activists.

A former mainland student 

leader in the 1989 Tiananmen 
square protests called on Ma to 
cancel his trip. “If you have even 
a strand of affection for Taiwan 
... you should announce the can-
cellation of your trip,” said Wang 
Dan, a Chinese dissident who 
previously lived in Taiwan, on his 
Facebook page.

A handful of protesters from a 
pro-independence group held a 
demonstration at the departures 
area at Taoyuan airport before 
Ma’s departure. 

On the other side, a small 
group of people from the pro-
-unification camp also came 
to the airport to show their su-
pport. “Cross-strait relations are 
like flowers blossoming in spring 
and both sides are a family,” they 
shouted.

The trip is also a chance for 
him to honor his ancestors, 
ahead of Tomb Sweeping Day on 
April 5. During the festival, whi-
ch is celebrated in Taiwan and 
China among other countries, 
families visit ancestral graves to 
maintain the burial grounds and 
remember the dead.

Ma will not go to Beijing, but 
may meet with Chinese officials.

Ma met with Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping in Singapore 
in 2015, while he was still in of-
fice. The meeting was the first 
between the leaders of the two 
sides since Taiwan split from 
mainland China in 1949 during 
the Chinese civil war, but was 
considered more symbolic than 
substantive.

In 2016, the independence-
-leaning Democratic Progressi-
ve Party won national elections 
and Beijing cut off contact with 
Taiwan’s government, citing 
Tsai’s refusal to endorse the idea 
that Taiwan and China are one 
country. MDT/AP
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Gov’t steps toward making big 
polluters reduce emissions

JAPAN

Student goes to graduation dressed like Zelenskyy
A Japanese student 

showed up to gradua-
tion as Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
lookalike, wearing his signa-
ture olive-colored, snug-fit 
T-shirt and khaki trousers to 
show his support for Ukrai-
ne’s fight against Russia.

Most graduation cere-
monies in Japan feature 
graduates in suits or formal 
dress. But Kyoto University 
has its own tradition of stu-
dents who opt for different 
attire on their special day.

This year, Zelenskyy was 
the star at the event.

“I am President 
Zelenskyy,” the student 
told local TV network Yo-
miuri. He said it took him 
three months to grow his 
beard. He decided to be his 
lookalike for the graduation 
ceremony Friday, because 

“since December, when I 
was growing out my beard, I 
was told I look like President 
Zelenskyy.”

His performance was 
not just a comical cosplay. 
The student, who goes by 
Amiki on Twitter, was hol-
ding a sign carrying messa-
ges expressing his support 
for Ukraine, along with a 
passage from Zelenskyy’s 
speech in December at the 
U.S. Congress.

In the video from TV 
Osaka, he said he respects 
Zelenskyy as “the real man 
among men.”

“We stand for Ukraine! 
Justice will prevail in the 
end, I hope so. Glory to 
Ukraine,” he tweeted.

The student also held a 
wooden shamoji — a rice 
serving spoon — like the 
one that Japanese Prime 

Minister Fumio Kishida pre-
sented to Zelenskyy as a gift 
during his secret trip to Kyiv 
last week. The rice paddle 
is a specialty of Hiroshima, 
where Kishida is from, and 
bears a prayer for victory, 
but was bitterly criticized 
by opposition lawmakers as 
“nonsense.”

Giving a rice serving 
spoon to the leader of a 
country at war didn’t seem 
appropriate, the student 
said. “Nonetheless, I’m ha-
ppy if the Ukrainian people 
were pleased and the tradi-
tional prayer behind it was 
conveyed.”

Ukrainian Ambassador 
Sergiy Korsunsky retweeted 
a scene from the video of 
the Zelenskyy lookalike, as 
well as the student’s twee-
ts showing solidarity for 
Ukraine. MDT/AP

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

THE Australian government 
took a major step toward im-

plementing a key climate policy 
that would force chief greenhouse 
gas polluters to reduce emissions, 
with the minor Greens party pled-
ging their support yesterday.

The center-left Labor Party ad-
ministration said the so-called Sa-
feguard Mechanism reforms are 
essential to Australia reaching its 
target of reducing its emissions by 
43% below 2005 levels by the end 
of the decade. The reforms wou-
ld create a ceiling on the nation’s 
emissions and force Australia’s 
215 biggest polluting facilities to 
reduce their emissions over time.

The Climate Council, a leading 
climate communicator, described 
the reforms as the first Australian 
legislation in a decade that would 
regulate greenhouse gas pollu-
tion.

With the support of the Greens’ 
11 senators, the government only 
needs the backing of two unalig-
ned or minor party senators to 
get the reforms through the upper 
chamber. Greens leader Adam 
Bandt said a “hard cap” on emis-
sions would mean that half of the 
116 new coal and gas projects 
proposed in Australia would not 
go ahead.

The amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions allowed under the 
cap has not been made public. 
The cap would be reduced over 

time as polluters scaled back their 
emissions.

“The Greens, through the ne-
gotiations, has secured a big hit 
on oil and gas,” Bandt told repor-
ters as he confirmed his party’s 
support for the reforms.

The legislation was passed yes-
terday by the House of Represen-
tatives, where Labor holds a ma-
jority of seats.

Prime Minister Anthony Alba-

nese said the Safeguard Mecha-
nism “is the vehicle to achieve our 
commitment for 43% reduction 
by 2030.”

Climate Change and Energy 
Minister Chris Bowen said that 
without the mechanism, Australia 
would only reduce its emissions 
by 35% by the end of the decade.

“Today we’re a big step closer 
to passing the Safeguard Mecha-
nism reforms through Parlia-

ment,” Bowen said.
The reforms would reduce Aus-

tralia’s greenhouse gas emissions 
by 205 million metric tons (226 
million U.S. tons) by 2030, equiva-
lent to taking two-thirds of Austra-
lia’s cars off the road in the same 
time, Bowen said.

Big polluters would be able to 
buy carbon credits to help achie-
ve their emission reduction targe-
ts. But polluters that use carbon 

credits to achieve more than 30% 
of their abatement would have to 
explain why they were not doing 
more to reduce their own emis-
sions.

Opposition climate change 
and energy spokesperson Ted 
O’Brien rejected the reforms, 
saying capping emissions would 
drive Australian industrial invest-
ment offshore to China and India.

“This is not a plan to decarbo-
nize the Australian economy but 
rather a plan to deindustrialize it,” 
O’Brien said.

The conservative opposition 
created the Safeguard Mechanism 
when it was in power in 2016. But 
the emission limits were so high 
that the 215 major polluters, whi-
ch account for 30% of Australia’s 
emissions, were able to increase 
their emissions by 4%.

The previous government had 
set a less ambitious target of redu-
cing Australia’s emissions by only 
26% to 28% below 2005 levels by 
2030.

The Climate Council welco-
med the Greens’ deal with the go-
vernment as a historic agreement.

“This will be the Federal Par-
liament’s first reform to genuinely 
cut pollution in a decade,” Clima-
te Council CEO Amanda McKen-
zie said in a statement.

The Australia Institute, a left-
-wing policy think tank, was cri-
tical that the reforms would allow 
some new fossil fuel projects to 
proceed, though fewer than un-
der the current mechanism.

Greenpeace Australia Pacific 
spokesperson Glenn Walker said 
the most important task for the 
Australian Parliament was to rule 
out new fossil fuel mines in favor 
of clean, future-proof industries. 
MDT/AP

Some of the coal-burning Hazelwood Power Station’s eight chimneys begin to topple as they are demolished and the station is 
decommissioned in Hazelwood, Victoria

Trump
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DeSantis team welcomes contrast 
with Trump ‘chaos’ candidacy
STEVE PEOPLES, 
TALLAHASSEE (FLA.)

JIM McKee is standing at 
the end of a line that snakes 
through five aisles of fiction 
inside the Books-A-Million 

store in Florida’s capital city.
He is smiling because in a ma-

tter of minutes, the book he’s hol-
ding will be signed by its author, 
Ron DeSantis, the Republican go-
vernor who McKee believes shou-
ld be the nation’s next president. 
But as a former Donald Trump 
loyalist, the 44-year-old Tallahas-
see attorney almost whispers 
when he first says it out loud.

“Personally, I’d rather see De-
Santis win the Republican pri-
mary than Trump,” McKee says 
softly, having to repeat himself to 
be heard. His voice soon grows 
louder.

“Trump has upset so many 
people,” McKee says. “DeSantis 
is more palatable. He has a good 
story to tell.”

Indeed, conversations throu-
ghout Tallahassee’s book stores, 
conference rooms, state hou-
se offices and sports bars reveal 
that DeSantis’ allies are gaining 
confidence as Trump’s legal woes 
mount. The former president 
faces a possible indictment in 
New York over his role in a hush 
money scheme during the 2016 
campaign to prevent porn actor 
Stormy Daniels from going public 
about an extramarital sexual en-
counter, which he denies.

The optimism around DeSan-
tis comes even as an unlikely col-
lection of establishment-minded 
Republican officials and Make 
America Great Again influencers 

raise concerns about the Florida 
governor’s readiness for the na-
tional stage. DeSantis has stum-
bled at times under the weight of 
intensifying national scrutiny as 
he builds out his political organi-
zation and introduces himself to 
voters in key primary states.

DeSantis’ allies privately sco-
ffed at recent reports of anony-
mous concerns over the direction 
of his campaign, noting there is 
no campaign. The 44-year-old go-
vernor isn’t expected to launch his 
White House bid for at least two 
more months. And the first presi-
dential primary contest is roughly 
10 months away.

For now, DeSantis’ team, head-
quartered here on the front edge 
of Florida’s Panhandle, believes 
he holds a position of strength 
among Republican voters. And 
as Trump fights to undermine 
DeSantis, his strongest Republi-
can rival, the Florida governor’s 
growing coalition is eager to hi-
ghlight the contrast between the 
two men.

On one side stands Trump, a 
twice-impeached former presi-
dent carrying a new level of tur-
moil into the 2024 presidential 
contest. On the other is DeSantis, 
a big-state governor coming off a 
commanding reelection, who is 
a far more disciplined messenger 
and hyperfocused on enacting 
conservative policies.

“Of all the things that Donald 
Trump has done and accom-
plished in his life, it’s just constant 
chaos. And I think the American 
people are just tired of it,” said 
Florida state Rep. Spencer Roach, 
a former Trump supporter who 
thinks DeSantis would be “a very 

formidable presidential candida-
te.”

Most voters have only just be-
gun to analyze the differences 
between the dueling Republican 
stars as the 2024 presidential elec-
tion season opens under a cloud 
of unprecedented scandal.

A former president has never 
been arrested, but prosecutors in 
New York, Georgia and Washin-
gton are leading criminal probes 
of Trump’s behavior on multiple 
fronts that could potentially pro-
duce indictments in the coming 
days, weeks or months.

The politics are murky at best.
Should Trump be charged, De-

Santis supporters concede that 
Trump would likely benefit po-
litically — in the short term, at 
least — as the GOP base rushes to 
defend their former leader from 
what they see as a weaponized 
justice system. But in the long 
term, DeSantis’ team believes pri-
mary voters will view Trump’s le-
gal challenges as an acute remin-
der of his extraordinary baggage 
that could lead to another Repu-
blican disappointment in 2024.

Meanwhile, Trump is using his 
mounting legal challenges as a 
cudgel to force Republican rivals 
to line up the GOP behind him. 
It’s the same playbook he em-
ployed successfully last summer 
after the FBI raided his Florida 
estate to seize classified docu-
ments and during special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia investiga-
tion.

DeSantis condemned the New 
York prosecutor’s potential in-
dictment over the last week un-
der intense pressure from MAGA 
influencers and after other White 

House prospects had offered their 
own criticism.

“I hope it doesn’t come to 
where you end up seeing this 
going forward,” DeSantis said in 
an interview with Piers Morgan, 
without mentioning Trump by 
name. “People see that as wea-
ponizing the justice system. So I 
think it’s fundamentally wrong to 
do that.”

And while DeSantis sprinkled a 
few jabs at Trump and his leader-
ship style throughout the same 
interview, such remarks are mild 
in comparison to Trump’s scor-
ched-earth broadsides against 
him.

Last week alone, the former 
president seized on DeSantis’ vo-
tes as a congressman to cut So-
cial Security and Medicare and 
attacked his record as Florida go-
vernor on violent crime, public 
health and education. Trump also 
shared a photo suggesting impro-
priety when DeSantis was a tea-
cher two decades ago, despite no 
evidence of that.

At a rally over the weekend in 
Waco, Texas, Trump said DeSantis 
was “dropping like a rock.”

In an effort to combat the per-
ception that his numbers might be 
slipping, DeSantis’ allies quietly 
distributed polling conducted last 
week in Iowa and New Hampshi-
re by the Republican firm Public 
Opinion Strategies that suggests 
vulnerability for Trump.

Meanwhile, DeSantis is only 
just beginning to navigate the 
intense national scrutiny that co-
mes with being a top-tier presi-
dential prospect.

DeSantis’ recent reference to 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as 

“a territorial dispute “ — a state-
ment he has since walked back — 
sowed doubt among some wou-
ld-be supporters about whether 
he’s ready for prime time. There 
are also consistent concerns that 
he doesn’t have the charisma ne-
cessary to connect with voters on 
a personal level.

“I have heard that there is con-
cern out there that he doesn’t have 
the ability to go the distance be-
cause of his interpersonal skills,” 
said New York-based Republican 
donor Eric Levine, a fierce Trump 
critic. “If it’s a race between him 
and Trump, I’m a Ron DeSantis 
guy. But I don’t know if I’m with 
either of them right now.”

At Thursday’s book signing in 
Tallahassee, the Florida governor 
made little effort to speak to peo-
ple who had waited in the long 
line — aside from an obligatory 
“Hey, how are you?” — as he sig-
ned their books. Most of the one-
-on-one interactions were silent 
and spanned less than 10 seconds 
as he scribbled his name on the 
inside cover.

DeSantis’ staff wouldn’t allow 
pictures.

At the same event, DeSantis 
did not answer when asked by an 
Associated Press reporter whether 
Trump was being treated fairly by 
prosecutors.

His decision to ignore the 
mainstream press, just as he of-
ten ignores Trump’s attacks, is not 
new. In fact, his allies praise the 
approach as an example of the 
discipline that makes him a be-
tter presidential contender than 
Trump.

Yet it carries risks.
By not engaging more directly 

with the former president in par-
ticular, DeSantis is adopting a si-
milar playbook as Trump’s 2016 
Republican rivals — including 
former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, 
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio and 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz — who ig-
nored Trump for much of that 
campaign. Each ultimately went 
on the attack more directly, but 
by that time, Trump had built an 
insurmountable lead.

“DeSantis will not shrink from 
the fight. That’s not how he’s ope-
rated in Florida politics to this 
point,” said Matt Caldwell, a for-
mer state representative who sha-
red the statewide ballot with De-
Santis in 2018 as a candidate for 
state agriculture commissioner. 
“One could argue that he’s got the 
upper hand, so he’s only engaging 
when he has to.”

Instead of 2016, Caldwell like-
ned Trump’s challenges in 2024 
to the 1996 presidential election 
when President Bill Clinton fa-
ced serious allegations of sexual 
impropriety that nearly sank his 
reelection.

“At end of the day, this is just 
a hubbub about money and sex, 
which isn’t a whole lot different 
from 1996,” Caldwell said. “I don’t 
like this, and I didn’t like ‘96. But 
Bill Clinton won reelection.” 
MDT/AP
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Dr Martin Luther King has taken a crowd of nearly 
25,000 people to the steps of the state capital of 
Montgomery, Alabama to highlight black grievan-
ces.

The procession marks the end of a five-day mar-
ch which started in Selma last week and it brings to 
a close a month of civil rights protests in Alabama.

Troops policed the roads surrounding the capi-
tal and army helicopters hovered overhead as the 
crowd swelled to nearly 25,000.

Dr King, who addressed the protesters from a po-
dium in the square, described the trek as “one of the 
greatest marches in the history of America”.

“Our aim is not to humiliate and defeat the white 
man, but to win his friendship and understanding,” 
he added.

Dr King tried to present a petition of black grievan-
ces to Governor George Wallace but he refused to 
meet the delegation.

The civil rights leader said he would ask trade 
unions to refuse to transport or use the state’s pro-
ducts and he urged the Federal Government and 
the Treasury to withdraw all assistance from the 
area.

Dr King also said that demonstrations would have 
to continue where essential conditions remained 
unmet.

When the march began last week, large bombs 
were planted at a black church, a funeral parlour and 
a leading black lawyer’s home.

They were later discovered and detonated by ex-
perts from the army base at Anniston, Alabama.

To prevent further attacks, US President Lyndon 
Johnson gave the marchers the protection of near-
ly 3,000 troops, plus FBI and local police assistance.

But three days ago Viola Liuzzo, a white civil rights 
advocate who had been ferrying demonstrators to 
their homes, was shot dead on a lonely stretch of 
road near the route of the march.

Meanwhile, leaders of the Ku-Klux-Klan move-
ment have reportedly tried to contact President 
Johnson to dicuss his aversion to their organisation.

There was no immediate response from the US 
President, who recently launched a scathing attack 
on the group, describing it as “a band of hooded bi-
gots, whose loyalty was not with the United States”.

Courtesy BBC News

1965 Thousands join 
dr King in alabama rally

In context

The protests came just months after the signing of 
the Civil Rights Bill which created equal rights re-
gardless of race, colour, religion or national origin.
The Voting Rights Act, which banned literacy tests 
and poll taxes which had previously been used to 
prevent black people from voting, was introduced in 
August 1965.
But many states acted quickly to circumvent the law 
and most of the decade was marked by race riots 
and assassinations.
Further riots followed in Los Angeles in August 1965.
They lasted six days and left 34 dead and a further 
1,000 people injured.
Dr King was assassinated in April 1968 and this led to 
riots in 100 US cities.
Black people continued to remain at a disadvantage 
when looking for work, and programmes of “affirma-
tive action” were introduced during the 1970s under 
President Nixon.

this day in historyFRANCE

In Macron’s country, streets 
and fields seethe with protest

Critics accuse Macron of 
effectively ruling by decree, 
likening him to France’s kin-
gs of old. Their reign finished 
badly: In the French Revolu-
tion, King Louis XVI ended 
up on the guillotine. There’s 
no danger of that happening 
to Macron. But hobbled in 
parliament and contested on 
the streets piled high with 
reeking garbage uncollected 
by striking workers, he’s being 
given a tough lesson, again, 
about French people power. 
Freshly scrawled slogans in 
Paris reference 1789.

So drastically has Macron 
lost the initiative that he was 
forced to indefinitely pos-
tpone a planned state visit 
this week by King Charles 
III. Germany, not France, will 
now get the honor of being 
the first overseas ally to host 
Charles as monarch.

The France leg of Charles’ 
tour would have coincided 
with a new round of strikes 
and demonstrations planned 
for today that are again likely 
to mobilize many hundreds 
of thousands of protesters. 
Macron said the royal visit 
likely would have become 
their target, which risked 
creating a “detestable situa-
tion.”

Encouraged by that vic-
tory, the protest movement 

is plowing on and picking 
up new recruits, including 
some so young that it will be 
many decades before they’ll 
be directly impacted by the 
pushed-back retirement 
age. Their involvement is a 
worrisome development for 
Macron, because it sugges-
ts that protests are evolving, 
broadening from workplace 
and retirement concerns to 
a more generalized malaise 
with the president and his go-
vernance.

Violence is picking up, too. 
Police and environmental ac-
tivists fought pitched battles 
over the weekend in rural 
western France, resulting in 
dozens of injuries. Officers fi-
red more than 4,000 nonlethal 
dispersion grenades in fen-
ding off hundreds of protes-
ters who rained down rocks, 
powerful fireworks and gaso-
line bombs on police lines.

“Anger and resentment,” 
says former President Fran-
çois Hollande, Macron’s pre-
decessor, “are at a level that I 
have rarely seen.”

For Fares, whose first de-
monstration was a peaceful 
protest in Paris this weekend, 
the final straw was Macron’s 
decision to not let legislators 
vote on his retirement re-
form, because he wasn’t sure 
of winning a majority for it. 

Instead, he ordered his prime 
minister to skirt parliament 
by using a special constitu-
tional power to ram the bill 
through.

It was the 11th time that 
Prime Minister Elisabeth Bor-
ne had to resort to the so-cal-
led Article 49.3 power in just 
10 months — a telling sign of 
Macron’s fragility since he lost 
his parliamentary majority in 
an election last June.

“It’s an attack on democra-
cy,” Fares said. “It annoyed me 
too much.”

Her friend Luna Dessom-
mes, 18, added hopefully: “We 
have to use the movement 
to politicize more and more 
young people.”

At age 76, veteran protes-
ter Gilbert Leblanc has been 
through it all before. He was 
a yellow vest; by his count, he 
took part in more than 220 of 
their protests in Macron’s first 
term, rallying to the cry that 
the former banker was too 
pro-business and “the presi-
dent of the rich.”

Long before that, Leblanc 
cut his teeth in seminal civil 
unrest that reshaped Fran-
ce in May 1968. He says that 
when he tells awe-struck 
young protesters that he was 
a “soixante-huitard” — a ‘68 
veteran — they “want to take 
selfies with me.” MDT/AP

JOHN LEICESTER, PARIS

A 
big day has come for 
French high school 
student Elisa Fa-
res. At age 17, she is 

taking part in her first protest.
In a country that taught 

the world about people power 
with its revolution of 1789 — 
and a country again seething 
with anger against its leaders 
— graduating from bystander 
to demonstrator is a genera-
tions-old rite of passage. Fares 
looks both excited and ner-
vous as she prepares to mar-
ch down Paris streets where 
people for centuries have si-
milarly defied authority and 
declared: “Non!”

Two friends, neither ol-
der than 18 but already pro-
test veterans whose parents 
took them to demonstra-
tions when they were little, 
are showing Fares the ropes. 
They’ve readied eyedrops and 
gas masks in case police fire 
tear gas — as they have done 
repeatedly in recent weeks.

“The French are known for 
fighting and we’ll fight,” says 
one of the friends, Coline Ma-
rionneau, also 17. “My mo-
ther goes to a lot of demons-
trations ... She says if you have 
things to say, you should pro-
test.”

For French President 
Emmanuel Macron, the look 
of determination on their 
young faces only heralds dee-
pening crisis. His government 
has ignited a firestorm of an-
ger with unpopular pension 
reforms that he railroaded 
through parliament and whi-
ch, most notably, push the 
legal retirement age from 62 
to 64.

Furious not just with the 
prospect of working for longer 
but also with the way Macron 
imposed it, his opponents 
have switched to full-on diso-
bedience mode. They’re regu-
larly striking and demonstra-
ting and threatening to make 
his second and final term as 
president even more difficult 
than his first. It, too, was ro-
cked by months of protests 
— often violent — by so-cal-
led yellow vest campaigners 
against social injustice.

Fares, the first-time pro-
tester, said her mother had 
been against her taking to the 
streets but has now given her 
blessing.

“She said that if I wanted to 
fight, she wouldn’t stop me,” 
the teen says.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Bluesy James; 5- Swiss peak; 8- Squeezes (out); 12- Travel far and 

wide; 13- Ancient tongue; 15- Part of MIT; 16- Big do; 17- Long; 18- Actress 
Talbot; 19- Large self-service retail store; 22- Lump; 23- Coal container; 24- A 
pop; 26- Be short with; 29- Fancy home; 31- Moo goo ___ pan; 32- Ruhr city; 34- 
One of the Allens; 36- Breakfast brand; 38- Get to the point?; 40- Indifferent; 
41- Muslim messiah; 43- Less common; 45- Olive ___; 46- Cooking devices; 
48- Iroquois tribe; 50- Plummet; 51- Nav. officer; 52- Where It.’s at; 54- Keep 
cold; 61- Folk singer Burl; 63- Best of a group; 64- Inter ___; 65- Observe the 
Sabbath; 66- Satisfies; 67- At all; 68- Like duck soup; 69- Pro ___; 70- Miss;
 
DOWN 1- Historical periods; 2- Beancurd; 3- Waterproof canvas; 4- Simple 
life form; 5- Disaster ___; 6- Cordelia’s father; 7- Enliven; 8- German article; 
9- Medieval rank; 10- This, in Tijuana; 11- Thrust with a knife; 13- Summer 
Olympian; 14- Leg joints; 20- Ready to 
eat; 21- London gallery; 25- Burmese, 
Manx, and Scottish Fold; 26- Long 
stories; 27- Peignoir; 28- Former Russian 
rulers; 29- Diciembre follower; 30- Gut 
course; 31- Precious stone; 33- Clean air 
org.; 35- Cambodia’s Lon ___; 37- Scent; 
39- Goes back on; 42- Actor Novello; 
44- Lacoste of tennis; 47- Sporting 
blades; 49- Sharon’s land; 52- Green 
land; 53- Optic layer; 55- Planar; 56- 
Confirmation, e.g.; 57- Romantic couple; 
58- Thomas Edison’s middle name; 59- 
Rail supports; 60- Hearing organs; 62- 
Porcine pad; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your interest in religion and 
philosophy may lead you to specific 
destinations. Opportunities will 
come through behind the scenes 
activities. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You will enjoy socializing and 
unusual forms of  entertainment. 
Make money using your ingenuity 
and creative talent. Hard work 
will bring rewards. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Pleasure trips will bring you into 
contact with new and interesting 
people. Trips, educational pursuits, 
or projects that could lead to new 
outlooks should be on your agenda.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Try to iron out any friction over 
money with your mate or conflicts 
could prevail. You can anger others 
quickly today. Avoid overspending 
on items for your home. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Partnerships could prove to 
be lucrative. Toning, fitness, 
pampering should all be 
scheduled. Do something 
constructive outside. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may want to take a look 
at your direction in life. You 
may have been too agreeable to 
someone who just wanted to use 
you. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Talk to people who can give you 
important knowledge. Don’t be 
too quick to judge. They won’t 
get away with it. Get down 
to business and do the work 
yourself.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You may have the energy to clear 
up that mound of  paperwork 
facing you. Be creative in your 
pursuits. Do not force your 
opinions on others the connections 
will be short lived. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can make money if  you put 
your savings into conservative 
investments. You can continue 
to make gains if  you call a few 
people who can help you close an 
important deal. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You will get bored quickly, so 
make sure that you have scheduled 
enough activity to hold your 
interest. Get ready to discover 
love, passion, and the desire to 
enjoy all that life has to offer. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Be cautious and use your head 
wisely in situations that deal 
with the use of  machinery or 
vehicles. Relax and enjoy what 
you’ve accomplished when you’re 
finished. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can invest in profitable 
ventures. Home improvement 
projects will run smoothly. Hard 
work will not go unnoticed. Your 
ability to help others will win you 
points. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          

Harbin            

Hefei             

Nanjing           

Shanghai          

Taipei     

Wuhan             

Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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Angela Merkel (left) and Matteo Renzi speak during a press conference in front of 
Michelangelo’s “David statue” after German-Italian summit in Florence (2015)

Is the David porn? Come see, 
Italians tell Florida parents
NICOLE WINFIELD 
& TERRY SPENCER, ROME

THE Florence museum hou-
sing Michelangelo’s Renais-

sance masterpiece the David in-
vited parents and students from a 
Florida charter school to visit after 
complaints about a lesson featu-
ring the statue forced the princi-
pal to resign.

Florence Mayor Dario Nardella 
also tweeted an invitation for the 
principal to visit so he can per-
sonally honor her. Confusing art 
with pornography was “ridicu-
lous,” Nardella said.

The board of the Tallahassee 
Classical School pressured Prin-
cipal Hope Carrasquilla to resign 
last week after an image of the 
David was shown to a sixth-grade 
art class. The school has a policy 
requiring parents to be notified 
in advance about “controversial” 
topics being taught.

The incredulous Italian res-
ponse highlighted how the U.S. 
culture wars are often perceived 
in Europe, where despite a rise 
in right-wing sentiment and go-
vernance, the Renaissance and 
its masterpieces, even its naked 

ones, are generally free of contro-
versy. Sunday’s front page of the 
Italian daily publication Corriere 
della Sera featured a cartoon by 
its leading satirist depicting Da-
vid with his genitals covered by an 
image of Uncle Sam and the word 
“Shame.”

Carrasquilla believes the board 
targeted her after three parents 
complained about a lesson in-

cluding a photo of the David, a 
5-meter tall nude marble sculp-
ture dating from 1504. The work, 
reflecting the height of the Italian 
Renaissance, depicts the Biblical 
David going to fight Goliath ar-
med only with his faith in God.

Carrasquilla has said two pa-
rents complained because they 
weren’t notified in advance that 
a nude would be shown, while a 

third called the iconic statue por-
nographic.

Carrasquilla said in a phone 
interview Sunday that she is “very 
honored” by the invitations to 
Italy and she may accept.

“I am totally, like, wow,” Caras-
quilla said. “I’ve been to Florence 
before and have seen the David 
up close and in person, but I wou-
ld love to go and be a guest of the 
mayor.”

Cecilie Hollberg, director of the 
Galleria dell’Accademia, where 
the David resides, expressed asto-
nishment at the controversy.

“To think that David could be 
pornographic means truly not 
understanding the contents of the 
Bible, not understanding Western 
culture and not understanding 
Renaissance art,” Hollberg said in 
a telephone interview.

She invited the principal, 
school board, parents and stu-
dent body to view the “purity” of 
the statue.

Tallahassee Classical is a char-
ter school. While it is taxpayer-
-funded and tuition-free, it opera-
tes almost entirely independently 
of the local school district and is 
sought out by parents seeking an 

alternative to the public school 
curriculum.

About 400 students from kin-
dergarten through 12th grade 
attend the three-year-old insti-
tution, which is now on its third 
principal. 

Barney Bishop, chairman of 
Tallahassee Classical’s school 
board, has told reporters that whi-
le the photo of the statue played 
a part in Carrasquilla’s ouster, it 
wasn’t the only factor. He has de-
clined to elaborate, while defen-
ding the decision.

“Parents are entitled to know 
anytime their child is being tau-
ght a controversial topic and pic-
ture,” Bishop said in an interview 
with Slate online magazine.

“There’s been such controversy 
and such upheaval,” she said. “I 
would really have to consider, ‘Is 
this truly what is best?’”

Marla Stone, head of humani-
ties studies at the American Aca-
demy in Rome, said the Florida 
incident was another episode in 
escalating U.S. culture wars and 
questioned how the statue could 
be considered so controversial as 
to warrant a prior warning.

“What we have here is a moral 
crusade against the body, sexua-
lity, and gender expression and 
an ignorance of history,” Stone 
said in an email. “The incident is 
about fear, fear of beauty, of diffe-
rence, and of the possibilities em-
bedded in art.” MDT/AP
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

FOOTBALL

Kane and Ronaldo help England 
and Portugal stay perfect
DANIELLA MATAR

E
NGLAND and Portugal 
made it two wins out of 
two at the start of Eu-
ropean Championship 

qualifying, helped by their star 
players continuing their record-
-breaking streaks.

Harry Kane struck a record-ex-
tending 55th goal for his country 
to help England beat Ukraine 2-0, 
while Cristiano Ronaldo netted 
twice in his 198th appearance for 
Portugal in a 6-0 win over Luxem-
bourg.

Slovenia was the other team 
with a perfect start to qualifying 
for Euro 2024 after two matches 
as it beat San Marino 2-0.

Defending champion Italy got 
its first win of the qualifying cam-
paign as it beat Malta 2-0.

KANE CONTINUES
After surpassing Wayne Rooney 

as England’s outright leading sco-
rer with his penalty in Thursday’s 
2-1 win against Italy in Naples, 
Kane extended his record streak at 

Wembley.
The England captain struck in 

the 37th minute of the Group C 
game, converting Bukayo Saka’s 
cross at the far post.

Saka deservedly got on the 
scoresheet himself three minutes 
later when turning on the edge of 
the area and curling a shot into 
the top corner.

Italy bounced back from its 

opening defeat to England with 
victory in Malta, with Mateo Rete-
gui netting again.

The Argentina-born forward, 
who has Italian citizenship throu-
gh his maternal grandmother, 
headed in a corner for the Azzur-
ri’s opener in the 15th minute.

Retegui became the first Italy 
player to score in his first two 
competitive international mat-

ches in nearly 55 years.
The Azzurri doubled their tally 

in the 27th minute when Matteo 
Pessina tapped in a low cross from 
Emerson.

RONALDO AT THE DOUBLE
Ronaldo, the all-time scoring 

leader in men’s soccer, took his ca-
reer tally for Portugal to 122 goals 
in 198 games.

The 38-year-old Ronaldo ope-
ned the scoring and netted his 
team’s fourth goal just after the 
half-hour mark as the 2016 cham-
pions easily won in Luxembourg.

João Félix, Bernardo Silva, and 
substitutes Otavio and Rafael 
Leão added goals for Portugal.

Also in Group J, Aron Gunnars-
son netted a second-half hat trick 
as Iceland beat Liechstein 7-0 and 
Slovakia beat Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na 2-0.

FIVE-STAR HØJLUND
Rasmus Højlund continued his 

impressive start to his internatio-
nal career with another two goals 
but couldn’t prevent Denmark 
surprisingly losing 3-2 at Ka-
zakhstan.

Hojlund, who scored a hat trick 
against Finland on his interna-
tional debut on Thursday, netted 
another two goals in the first half 
to put Denmark in control.

However, Baktiyor Zainutdinov 
pulled one back from the penalty 
spot in the 73rd minute and Askhat 
Tagybergen leveled with four mi-
nutes remaining before Abat Aim-
betov stunned everyone with the 
winner in the final minute.

Aimbetov was sent off in 
stoppage time for a second 
bookable offence.

Finland beat Northern Ireland 
1-0 to leave them level on points 
with Denmark and Kazakhstan in 
Group H, three points behind Slo-
venia. MDT/AP
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Poland Prosecutors in 
northern Poland said 
yesterday a foreign 
national suspected of 
spying for Russia will 
remain in custody for 
three months until 
an investigation is 
completed. Prosecutors 
in Gdansk responsible 
for military matters said 
the foreigner, whose 
identity has not been 
released, admitted to 
having passed sensitive 
information to Russian 
intelligence.

Saudi Arabia The 
chairman of Saudi 
National Bank has 
resigned for “personal 
reasons,” a regulatory 
filing said yesterday, just 
after his comments on 
Credit Suisse sent that 
firm’s stock cratering 
and ultimately saw rival 
UBS to acquire the 
firm. The resignation of 
Ammar al-Khudairy at 
Saudi National Bank, the 
largest commercial bank 
in the oil-rich kingdom, 
comes just months after 
the lender invested an 
additional $1.5 billion in 
Credit Suisse to take its 
holding in the Swiss bank 
to nearly 10% of its value.

UK Prince Harry and Elton 
John were in a London 
court yesterday as the 
lawyer for a group of British 
tabloids prepared to ask a 
judge to toss the lawsuit 
they brought with several 
other high-profile people 
who allege phone tapping 
and other invasions of 
privacy. Harry’s presence at 
the High Court in London 
is a sign of the importance 
he attaches to the case, 
one of several lawsuits 
the Duke of Sussex has 
brought against the media. 
The hearing is expected to 
last four days.

Scotland’s governing 
Scottish National Party 
elected Humza Yousaf as 
its new leader on Monday 
after a bruising five-week 
contest that exposed deep 
fractures within the pro-
independence movement. 
The 37-year-old son of 
South Asian immigrants 
is set to become the first 
person of color to serve as 
Scotland’s first minister.

Amid strained US ties, China 
finds unlikely friend in Utah

China’s global campaign to win friends and influence policy has 
blossomed in a surprising place: Utah, a deeply religious and con-
servative state with few obvious ties to the world’s most powerful 
Communist country.

An investigation by the Associated Press has found that China 
and its U.S.-based advocates spent years building relationships 
with the state’s officials and lawmakers.

Those efforts have paid dividends at home and abroad, the AP 
found: Lawmakers delayed legislation Beijing didn’t like, nixed re-
solutions that conveyed displeasure with its actions and expressed 
support in ways that enhanced the Chinese government’s image.

Its work in Utah is emblematic of a broader effort by Beijing to 
secure allies at the local level as its relations with the U.S. and its 
western allies have turned acrimonious. 

Beijing’s success in Utah shows “how pervasive and persistent 
China has been in trying to influence America,” said Frank Mon-
toya Jr., a retired FBI counterintelligence agent who lives in Utah.

“Utah is an important foothold,” he said. “If the Chinese can 
succeed in Salt Lake City, they can also make it in New York and 
elsewhere.”

Full Story on macaudailytimes.com.mo

OPINION
China Daily
Amir Lati, China Daily*

ANNE D’INNOCENZIO, 
NEW YORK

SOME parts of Twitter’s 
source code — the 

fundamental computer 
code on which the social 
network runs — were 
leaked online, the social 
media company said in a 
legal filing that was first 
reported by The New 
York Times.

According to the le-
gal document, first filed 
with the U.S. District 
Court of the Northern 
District of California on 
Friday, Twitter had asked 
GitHub, an internet hos-
ting service for softwa-
re development, to take 
down the code where it 
was posted. The plat-
form complied and said 
the content had been di-
sabled, according to the 
filing.

Twitter, based in San 
Francisco, noted in the 
filing that the postings 
infringe on copyrights 
held by Twitter.

The company also 
asked the court to identi-
fy the alleged individual 
or group that posted 
the information without 
Twitter’s authorization. 
It’s seeking names, ad-

dresses, phone numbers, 
email addresses, social 
media profile data and 
IP addresses associated 
with the user account 
“FreeSpeechEnthusiast” 
which is suspected of 
being behind the leak. 
The name is an apparent 
reference to Twitter’s 
billionaire owner, Elon 
Musk, who described 
himself as a free speech 
absolutist.

It is difficult to know if 
the leak poses an imme-
diate cybersecurity risk 
for users, said Lukasz 
OIejnik, an independent 
cybersecurity researcher 
and consultant, but he 
did say that breach un-
derscores internal tur-
bulence at the company.

“While this is the in-
ternal source code, in-
cluding internal tools, 
the biggest immediate 
risk seems to be repu-
tational,” Olejnik said 
“It highlights the broa-
der problem of Big Tech, 
which is insider risk,” 
and could undermine 
trust between Twitter’s 
employees or internal 
teams, he said.

Musk had promised 
earlier this month that 
Twitter would open sour-

ce all the code used to re-
commend tweets on Mar-
ch 31, saying that people 
“will discover many silly 
things, but we’ll patch 
issues as soon as they’re 
found!” He added that 
being transparent about 
Twitter’s code will be “in-
credibly embarrassing 
at first” but will result in 
“rapid improvement in 
recommendation quali-
ty.”

The leak creates ano-
ther challenge for Musk, 
who bought Twitter in 
October for $44 billion 
and took the company 
private. Twitter has since 
been engulfed in chaos, 
with massive layoffs and 
an exodus of advertisers 
fearful of exposure on 
the platform to looser 
rules on potentially in-
flammatory posts.

Meanwhile, the Fede-
ral Trade Commission 
is probing Musk’s mass 
layoffs at Twitter and 
trying to obtain his in-
ternal communications 
as part of ongoing oversi-
ght into the social media 
company’s privacy and 
cybersecurity practices, 
according to documents 
described in a congres-
sional report. MDT/AP

Twitter hunts Github 
user who posted 
source code online
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New approaches 
needed to address 
global water crisis

With the lessening of the COVID-19 pandemic’s im-
pact, the world is returning its focus to the most pres-
sing existential threat — global warming and climate 
change and their devastating effects on the world.

Innovative technological solutions to the global wa-
ter crisis can be a central part of dealing with the cli-
mate crisis, regarding both adaptation and mitigation.

One of the main areas critically affected by climate 
change is the global rainfall cycle, resulting in less rain 
and more droughts, as well as extreme rain events that 
bring more destruction than blessings.

The close connection between the water crisis and 
the climate crisis was noted in the summary statement 
of the 27th Conference of the Parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate Change, or 
COP27, in November and was a central theme of the 
UN Water Conference that opened on World Water 
Day on March 22 at UN headquarters in New York.

While many places around the world still have full 
access to clean tap water, in many other places this 
accessibility is limited or almost nonexistent. It is esti-
mated that some 2.5 billion people live in water-scar-
ce areas, a phenomenon that is expected to worsen in 
coming decades.

Water scarcity is causing migration, wars and con-
flicts, and placing hundreds of millions of people 
around the world at risk of displacement in the co-
ming years.

Overcoming this phenomenon and anticipating a 
cure for this ailment will entail formulating a com-
prehensive campaign requiring that all necessary 
steps be integrated, such as guidance and education 
on water conservation; increasing water use efficien-
cy; accruing international, public and private funding; 
rehabilitating polluted water resources; encouraging 
investment, research and development; and learning 
how to practice good water management on local, na-
tional, regional and global scales.

We must explore new approaches to investing in 
water — and sanitation-related infrastructure and 
services, while ensuring every person’s right to safe 
drinking water. Emphasis should be placed on the 
availability and sharing of information about the 
amount, quality and distribution of water, access to 
water, and the risks to and use of that water.

In this regard, Israel can make a significant contri-
bution to the world as a country with one of the most 
advanced water systems in the world and with an 
abundance of R&D and innovative technologies in 
many fields.

One example is the treatment and recycling of sewa-
ge. Israel holds a world record in this field, with 95 per-
cent of its wastewater being treated, of which almost 
90 percent is used in agriculture.

Another field in which Israel leads the world is pre-
vention of water loss in urban systems.

The paradox is that nations with higher loss of water 
in urban supply systems are often arid and water-s-
carce countries for whom the absence of available wa-
ter represents a significant burden. In Israel, techno-
logies and methods have been developed to prevent 
water loss in supply systems and detect leaks by using 
remote sensors.

If this was the status quo the world over, it would be 
possible to greatly reduce and prevent environmental 
pollution and the destruction of natural systems, all 
the while allowing treated and purified water to flow 
back into nature and agriculture. It would also be pos-
sible to simultaneously reduce large-scale emissions 
of greenhouse gases, build agricultural resilience 
against climate change, allow water in natural systems 
— which absorb greenhouse gases — to function be-
tter and prevent destruction of ecological systems as 
the result of pollution or water scarcity.

Seawater desalination, the use of brackish water in 
agriculture, drip irrigation, the development of agri-
cultural varieties that consume less water and even 
the extraction of water from air are fields that are de-
veloped in Israel.

We in Israel are able and willing to share our accu-
mulated knowhow and best practices with other na-
tions around the world, so that every individual across 
the globe is able to enjoy the essential human right to 
safe and clean water.

Water, after all, is life.

*Consul general of Israel in Hong Kong and Macao
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