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India A court yesterday
suspended a two-year
prison sentence for Indian
opposition leader Rahul
Gandhias he appeals his
criminal conviction for
mocking the prime minister's
surname which resultedin his
expulsion from Parliament,
dealing ahuge blow to his
Congress party ahead of
general elections next year.
Gandhi, a fierce critic of Prime
Minister Narendra Modiand
his main challengerinthe
2024 polls, was ousted after
acourt sentenced himto two
yearsin prison for defamation
foracommentmadeina
2019 election speech.
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will
pay a visit to Warsaw this
week that willinclude talks
with political leaders and
ameeting with regular

Ukrainians and Poles, ENVI RON MENT
Polish officials announced T

yesterday. Zelenskyy willbe ON S OF TRASH
accompanied by his wife,
Olena Zelenska, for the visit, WASH ED ASHORE
scheduled for Wednesday.

[t will begin with an official

meeting at the Royal Castle ON MAC AU

between Zelenskyy and his

host, Polish President Andrzej C O AS I LI N E
Duda.

More on backpage aP4 3
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CHRIS NOWOTARSKI
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

ETEOROLOGISTS began

warning about severe wea-
ther with the potential for torna-
does several days before storms
tore across the Southeast and the
Central U.S. in late March 2023. At
one point, more than 28 million
people were under a tornado wat-
ch. But pinpointing exactly where
a tornado will touch down - like
the tornadoes that hit Rolling
Fork, Mississippi, on March 24,
and towns in Arkansas, Illinois
and multiple other states on Mar-
ch 31 —still relies heavily on seeing
the storms developing on radar.
Chris Nowotarski, an atmospheric
scientist, explains why, and how
forecast technology is improving.

WHY ARETORNADOES STILL
SO DIFFICULT TO FORECAST?

Meteorologists have gotten a
lot better at forecasting the con-
ditions that make tornadoes more
likely. But predicting exactly whi-
ch thunderstorms will produce a
tornado and when is harder, and
that's where a lot of severe wea-
ther research is focused today.

Often, you'll have aline of thun-
derstorms in an environment that
looks favorable for tornadoes, and
one storm might produce a torna-
do but the others don't.

The differences between them
could be due to small differences
in meteorological variables that
aren't resolved by our current ob-
serving networks or computer
models. Even changes in the land
surface conditions - fields, fores-
ted regions or urban environmen-
ts — could affect whether a torna-
do forms. These small changes in
the storm environment can have
large impacts on the processes
within storms that can make or
break a tornado.

One of the strongest predictors
of whether a thunderstorm pro-
duces a tornado relates to vertical
wind shear, which is how the wind
changes direction or speed with
height in the atmosphere.

How wind shear interacts with
rain-cooled air within storms,
which we call “outflow;,” and how
much precipitation evaporates
can influence whether a torna-
do forms. If you've ever been in
a thunderstorm, you know that
right before it starts to rain, you
often get a gust of cold air surging
out from the storm. The characte-
ristics of that cold air outflow are
important to whether a tornado
can form, because tornadoes typi-
cally form in that cooler portion of
the storm.

How far in advance can you
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WHY TORNADOES ARE STILL HARD TO
FORECAST — EVEN THOUGH STORM
PREDICTIONS ARE IMPROVING

v

know if a tornado is likely to be
large and powerful?

The vast majority of violent
tornadoes form from supercells,
thunderstorms with a deep rota-
ting updraft, called a “mesocyclo-
ne.” Vertical wind shear can ena-
ble the midlevels of the storm to
rotate, and upward suction from
this mesocyclone can intensify
the rotation within the storm’s ou-
tflow into a tornado.

If you have a supercell on radar
and it has strong rotation above
the ground, that’s often a precur-
sor to a tornado. Some research
suggests that a wider mesocyclo-
ne is more likely to create a stron-
ger, longer-lasting tornado than
other storms.

Forecasters also look at the
storm’s environmental conditions
—temperature, humidity and wind
shear. Those offer more clues that
a storm is likely to produce a sig-
nificant tornado.

The percentage of tornadoes
that trigger a warning has increa-
sed over recent decades, due to
Doppler radar, improved modeling
and better understanding of the
storm environment. About 87%
of deadly tornadoes from 2003 to
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2017 had an advance warning.

The lead time for warnings
has also improved. In general,
it's about 10 to 15 minutes now.
That’s enough time to get to your
basement or, if you're in a trailer
park or outside, to find a safe faci-
lity. Not every storm will have that
much lead time, so it’s important
to get to shelter fast.

WHAT ARE RESEARCHERS
DISCOVERING TODAY ABOUT
TORNADOES THAT CAN

HELP PROTECT LIVES

IN THE FUTURE?

If you think back to the mo-
vie “Twister,” in the early 1990s
we were starting to do more field
work on tornadoes. We were
taking radar out in trucks and dri-
ving vehicles with roof-mounted
instruments into storms. That's
when we really started to appre-
ciate what we call the storm-scale
processes — the conditions inside
the storm itself, how variations in
temperature and humidity in ou-
tflow can influence the potential
for tornadoes.

Scientists can't launch a wea-
ther balloon or send instrumen-
ts into every storm, though. So,
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we also use computers to model
storms to understand what’s ha-
ppening inside. Often, we'll run
several models, referred to as en-
sembles. For instance, if nine out
of 10 models produce a tornado,
we know there’s a good chance the
storm will produce tornadoes.

The National Severe Storms La-
boratory has recently been expe-
rimenting with tornado warnings
based on these models, called
Warn-on-Forecast, to increase the
lead time for tornado warnings.

There are a lot of other areas
of research. For example, to bet-
ter understand how storms form,
I do a lot of idealized computer
modeling. For that, I use a model
with a simplified storm environ-
ment and make small changes to
the environment to see how that
changes the physics within the
storm itself.

There are also new tools in
storm chasing. There’s been an
explosion in the use of drones —
scientists are putting sensors into
unmanned aerial vehicles and
flying them close to and someti-
mes into the storm.

The focus of tornado research
has also shifted from the Great

Plains — the traditional “tornado
alley” — to the Southeast.

WHAT’S DIFFERENT
ABOUTTORNADOES
INTHE SOUTHEAST?

In the Southeast there are some
different influences on storms
compared with the Great Plains.
The Southeast has more trees and
more varied terrain, and also more
moisture in the atmosphere be-
cause it’s close to the Gulf of Me-
xico. There tend to be more fatali-
ties in the Southeast, too, because
more tornadoes form at night.

We tend to see more tornadoes
in the Southeast that are in lines
of thunderstorms called “quasi-
-linear convective systems.” The
processes that lead to tornadoes
in these storms can be different,
and scientists are learning more
about that.

Some research has also sug-
gested the start of a climatolo-
gical shift in tornadoes toward
the Southeast. It can be difficult
to disentangle an increase in
storms from better technology
spotting more tornadoes, thou-
gh. So, more research is needed.
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ECONOMY

Commodity prices unlikely to fall: Academic

ANTHONY LAM

HE possibility of com-

modity prices falling

soon remains vague, pre-

sident Samuel Tong Kai
Chung of the Macau Institute of
Management said.

He said the pressure is mostly
from the upstream side.

In the past three years, he recal-
led, many local businesses have
run special promotions or offe-
red special prices to attract cus-
tomers. With tourists returning,
many of them have canceled the-
se special prices, “so that people
have the feeling of a price hike,”
Tong said in an interview with lo-
cal newspaper Macao Daily News.

On the other hand, prices have
also increased at the sources, whi-
ch equates to elevated costs on
the retail side.

Another factor that exerts pres-
sure on commodity prices is ren-
ts. After the resumption of normal
travel, shop owners have become
progressive on rental evaluations.
When a lease is renewed, many
business operators are faced with
soaring rents.

The cycle will then return to the
increase in tourist arrival figures,
which inject greater confidence in
businesses to increase prices.
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Several lawmakers have asked
the government to issue another
round of consumption subsidies
or an additional round of cash
handouts, which will help allevia-
te the public’s livelihood pressure
amid the resumption of normal
travel.

In response, the government
has only reiterated that it would
examine the possibility of doing
S0.

On this matter, Tong agreed

that residents are facing higher
prices that eventually lead to
greater livelihood pressure. He
suggests the government closely
monitor the quality of revivals
and average household income to
assist decisions on additional mo-
netary subsidies.

MOP130B GGRWILL
LIKELY BE ACHIEVED

With gross gambling revenue
(GGR) reviving in March, Tong

has reminded the public of the
importance of economic diversi-
fication.

He added that the GGR figure
for the first quarter is on par with
the government’s estimate for
this year at MOP130 billion.

The March GGR amoun-
ted to MOP12.7 billion and the
first quarter to MOP34.6 billion.
The first two months saw three
million visitor arrivals, with 67%
holding mainland travel endor-

sement and 30% holding Hong
Kong ID documents.

If this indication persists, the
GGR estimate for this year will
likely be achieved, Tong told local
newspaper Exmoo.

Despite the bright GGR figures,
he reminded the public the gover-
nment and the city are striving to
expand their source market, ho-
ping to attract more tourists from
the non-Greater China Region.
He said matching a widened of-
fering of non-gambling products
and elements with reinvigorating
the GGR is more important than
focusing too much on the GGR
increment itself.

In addition, Tong warned a ri-
sing GGR, paired with a narrow
source of tourists, is not a healthy
path of development. The casino
market is part of the economy the
government wants to diversify,
Tong explained.

Reviewing the past, he said
society was overly focused on
the casino industry, without
seeing the entire picture. Ex-
plaining that the GGR should no
longer be the only apparatus to
measure economic performan-
ces, Tong suggested a set of sys-
tematic assessment apparatuses
to compare government targets
and the reality.

MOP23.7B TO BE PUT TOWARD

JP Morgan: Mass GGR
in Q1 hits over half

of pre-Covid levels

AMING revenues in
March have indicated
that mass GGR has finally
hit “70 percent-plus of pre-
-Covid levels for the indus-
try,” according to brokera-
ge firm JP Morgan Securi-
ties (Asia Pacific) Ltd.
Casinos last month hit
their highest revenues in
three years following the
tourism boost as the city
dropped its adherence to
a zero-Covid policy.
According to the ins-
titution’s estimate, “Mar-
ch run-rate of MOP411
million a day... should
reassure investors of a
clear sequential ramp in
demand,” wrote analysts
DS Kim and Mufan Shi,”
as cited in a report issued
by GGR Asia.
Revenues during
the first quarter totaled
MOP34.64 billion, a sta-

ggering increase of near-
ly 95% compared to the
quarter prior.

The casino sector is on
a comeback as revenues
are hitting high, with the
first three months tota-
ling about 82.1% of last
year’s GGR.

Such figures have
been long awaited by
the sector, as casinos
have bled cash for near-

ly three years, alongside
the junket crackdown
and license gaming law
overhaul.

Last week, Moody’s In-
vestors Service Inc said in
a note that Macau’s GGR
could reach 45% of pre-
-pandemic levels, while
the mass-market GGR
was likely to “improve to
75 percent” of pre-pande-
mic times. LV

PUBLIC WELLBEING, TAX
REDUCTION MEASURES

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU’S economic

recovery is evident,
and market confidence and
expectations are recove-
ring, said Lei Wai Nong, the
Secretary for Economy and
Finance.

Lei considers 2023 has
had a good opening for the
Macau economy as the res-
trictions on cross-border
movements has been lifted.

MOP23.7 billion will be
put toward a series of pu-
blic wellbeing and tax re-
duction measures.

According to Lei,
MOP1.65 billion of secon-
dary consumption has been
generated by the citywide
consumption carnival co-
-organized by the Office of
the Secretary for Economy
and Finance and the Macao
Chamber of Commerce.

During Lei’s speech in
the business communi-
ty forum organized by the
Macao Chinese Chamber

of Commerce, he said the-
re was a surge in the num-
ber of incoming passen-
gers during January and
February, which is around
three million, a 1.2-fold
annual increase. Among
them, are 880,000 Hong
Kong tourists and 412,000
Taiwan tourists. The num-
ber of Hong Kong tourists
has risen more than nine
times.

Gambling revenue from
January to March was
MOP34.6 billion, a 94.4%
rise compared to the same
time period last year.

Chui Sai Cheong, presi-
dent of the Macao Cham-
ber of Commerce, said
the chamber will devote
MOP2 million to commu-
nity leisure and relaxation
activities from April to July,
with federations of indus-
try and commerce in three
other regions and hopes
the “Tourism +” mode can
drive the development of
other industries.

Lei said that a proactive
fiscal policy will continue
to be adopted to boost so-
cial confidence and expand
internal demand. Integra-
ted tourism and leisure in-
dustries should be impro-
ved to amplify the impetus
for economic recovery.

Macau and Hengqin will
cooperate to build the four
major industries and fur-
ther moderate economic
diversification.

Chui referred to China’s
government work report
and said that the Chinese
government pays high at-
tention to the development
of Macau and Hong Kong,
with support for econo-
mic development and live-
lihood wellbeing for better
stability and prosperity. He
suggests that the business
community should sei-
ze the chance of the gate
reopening to make full use
of the policies and measu-
res to benefit Macau and
provide solutions.
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BASKETBALL

FIBA 3X3 MAS”
BETTER THAN |
WORLD MAST

RENATO MARQUES

HE Wynn Macau FIBA 3X3 Mas-

ters Tournament is returning
to Macau this July better than ever,
featuring 16 teams from different
parts of the world and total prize
money of USD200,000 (MOP1.62
million), the organizers announced
yesterday in a press conference to
launch the event that took place at
Wynn Palace Hotel.

The FIBA 3X3 Masters Tourna-
ment is one of the International
Basketball Federation’s highest-le-
vel 3X3 events, attracting a lot of
attention from the media as well as
the basketball community worldwi-
de.

This year’s World Masters Tour
will start at the end of this month
at Utsunomiya city in Japan and
will have 14 rounds worldwide in
cities such as Manila (Philippines),
Marseille (France), Prague (Czech
Republic), Amsterdam (Nether-
lands) and Abu Dhabi (UAE) among
others, before reaching a final stage
when there will be an Asia series
and then the Finals, which will take
place in December this year.

On July 8 and 9, the tour will
come to Macau, on the fourth stop
of the world tour, finally putting
it on the map of the international
destinations of 3X3 basketball, af-
ter hosting in the past only regional

'ERS RETURNS
-VER FEATURING
RS TOUR

T
2023 FIBA 3X3 BPIXENTH

Torneio de Mestres de FIBA 3x3 de Macau 2023
JACAU MAST
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qualifiers of this event.

The organizers hope that throu-
gh this event, spectators from di-
fferent parts of the world will be
interested in traveling to Macau,
contributing to the development of
the local sports industry as well as
its synergic effects on other sectors.

As the title sponsor of the event,
Wynn Resorts (Macau) president
and executive director Linda Chen
handed the organizers (Sports Bu-
reau and Macau Star Entertain-
ment) a sponsorship check for 15
million patacas at the same cere-
mony.

At this time, organizers do not
know all the teams that will play in
Macau in July but competitors will
definitely include the Serbians of
“Ub Huishan NE”, the “Raudondva-
ris Hoptrans” from Lithuania, and
“Toronto” from Canada, with the
remaining competitors still to be
announced according to the distri-
bution of the rosters and matches
that are still to be played.

Besides Macau, in Asia, the
World Masters Tour will be
played in Manila and Cebu
(Philippines) and Shanghai and
Chengdu (China).

Alibaba to issue RMB5,000
internship subsidy to Macau interns

STAFF REPORTER

HE Labour Affairs

Bureau (DSAL) is
cooperating with Aliba-
ba for a second training
and internship project
for Macau young people
to go to Alibaba in Hang-
zhou, with 40 internship
job positions including
marketing, business de-
velopment, cross-border
business cooperation
and operation, user re-
search, client support
and public welfare.

transform through prac-

MOP4,000 transporta-
tion and travel insuran-
ce subsidy for the whole
program. Alibaba will
issue a RMB5,000 inter-
nship subsidy for each

participant.
The internship host
organization  requires

participants to prepare
a valid health certificate
issued by a Macau le-
gal medical institution
at their own expense for
employment procedu-

economy in China and res.

Applications are open
and will close on April 14.

DSAL said at its press
conference  yesterday
that the project is ai-
med at educating young
people about how digi-
talization is helping en-
terprises improve and

tice and better promote Alibaba’s  organizatio- To be eligible for the
Macau’s moderate eco- nal culture and business project, participants
nomic diversification. practices. should be Macau resi-

The project is com-
posed of a three-week
training period and a
five-week internship.
Topics covered in the
training include the de-
velopment of the digital

There will be a
MOP5,000 subsidy per
four weeks from DSAL
for participants’ accom-
modation and living
expenses during their
internship, as well as a

dents who finished their
higher education after
September 2019 and
have obtained a degree,
have some work expe-
rience and fulfill the skill
requirements.

ENVIRONMENT
TONS OF TRASH WASHED
ASHORE ON MACAU
COASTLINE IN THE

LAST FEW DAYS

RENATO MARQUES

HE Marine and Water

Bureau (DSAMA) has
revealed a large quantity of
trash and several kinds of
debris has washed ashore
on Macau’s coastline, na-
mely at Fai Chi Kei, Barra,
and Hac Sa Beach.

After inspection and ha-
ving started to coordinate
the cleaning of the areas,
DSAMA is said to have col-
lected, in the past few days,
around four tons of trash
and debris per day, whi-
ch more than doubles the
normal quantity regularly
collected.

DSAMA said the large
number of objects washing
ashore is related to the
heavy rain of the last few
days, particularly in the re-
gions upstream of the Pearl
River. The rain has caused

some minor flooding and
has dragged many of these
objects into the sea, whi-
ch are now arriving at the
coastal areas of Macau.

Inspection of the sea
also found many areas co-
vered with garbage and
debris, and the DSAMA ex-
pects that in the next few
days more objects will be
washed ashore. They are
calling on residents to pay
attention to the issue and
avoid using the beaches
before the authorities ma-
nage to clean them.

Additionally, in the areas
of Barra, Inner Harbour,
and Fai Chi Kei, DSAMA
has also reported unusual
quantities of dead fish,
which has necessitated
cleaning to avoid more
contamination and bad
smells, among other ha-
zards.

GBA LIGHT VOLLEYBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP
TO START TODAY

ACAU'’S inaugural

Greater Bay Area light
volleyball championship will
be held Saturday and Sunday
at the Sports Complex at the
University of Macau.

Before the commence-
ment of the competition,
there will be a series of even-
ts celebrating the sport, whi-
ch will be held from tomor-
row until Friday.

The championship sees
18 teams competing for the
prizes. Besides local teams,
teams will also come from
Hong Kong, Shenzhen,
Zhuhai and Zhaoqing. The
women'’s category will inclu-
de a team comprising athle-
tes from both Macau and
Hong Kong.

The organizer stated that

the series of events will in-
clude a referee class and a
symposium on April 7, the
opening ceremony of the
championship on April 8, the
competition and an expe-
rience camp on April 8 and
9, and the awards ceremony
on April 9.

The event is organized by
Chi Fong Sports Club, co-
-organized by the Volleyball
Association of Macao, China,
and supported by the several
governmental entities.

Light volleyball relies on
the same set of regulations
as volleyball, but the ball it-
self is lighter but larger in
size. A light volleyball weighs
120 grams and has a circum-
ference ranging from 74 to 76
centimeters. AL
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PJ arrests man suspected of defrauding
people MOP1.8m in fake investment scam

RENATO MARQUES

45-year-old Korean man

was detained by the Ju-

diciary Police (P]) for

alleged investment

fraud swindling the equivalent of

MOP1.8 million from seven vic-

tims, the PJ announced yesterday
in a special press conference.

According to the PJ, the case da-
tes back to late 2019, when the man
lured the victims through an online
video posted on a video-sharing
platform, in which he claimed to be
able to provide interest of between
0.25% to 1% per day to investors for
each USD1,000 (MOP8,086) inves-
ted in the scheme.

At that time, the alleged frauds-
ter met with seven alleged victims,
six of them from the mainland and
one from Hong Kong, who, in total,
claim to have lost the equivalent of
MOP 1.75 million.

All these appointments with the
victims were made in Macau whe-
re the man was supposed to have

AUSTIN DISTEL

opened a company and was ope-
rating the investment scheme.

Later the victims were invited
to join a chat group where ins-

the suspect, filing complaints with
the PJ.

After an investigation, the poli-
ce managed to identify the suspect
and also found that the alleged
company never existed, being
based out of a small office rented
temporarily to lure the victims into
believing that it was a legitimate
business.

The PJ also found that arou-
nd the same time, the suspect
had gambled and lost over HKD4
million in several local casinos.

On April 1, the suspect was fi-
nally intercepted when he tried to
reenter Macau. He has refused to
cooperate with the PJ or to give any
testimony to the authorities on the
case.

The police authorities suspect
that there might be other people
involved in the scam as the office
was not rented by the suspect but
by some other people, residents of
the mainland thought to have as-
sisted the suspect now in custody
to commit the crimes.

tructions were given to download
a mobile application that would
serve as an investment trading pla-
tform.

After initially having seen some
profits accumulating, the victims
then lost the money invested in the
scheme and also lost contact with
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

EDUCATION

MUST PRESENTS NOBEL LAUREATES
AT 23RD ANNIVERSARY SUMMIT

ANTHONY LAM

O celebrate its 23rd Anniver-

sary, the Macau University of
Science and Technology (MUST)
presented two Nobel Laureates
at a medical summit that com-
menced yesterday afternoon.

Officially referred to as 2nd
Frontiers in Medicine Summit,
the academic event aims at ex-
ploring and sharing advances in
translational medicine and drug
development.

German biophysicist and No-
bel Laureate in Physiology or
Medicine in 1991, Erwin Neher,
79, gave a lecture on the first day
of the summit, discussing ad-
vances in cellular signaling and
structural biology: new options
for drug development and can-
cer research.

Today, the concluding day
of the summit, will see Peter
Doherty, 82, Australian immu-
nologist and Nobel Laureate in
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Erwin Neher, German biophysicist and Nobel Laureate in
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hysiology or Medicine in 1991

ching, research, innovation and
service,” Lee said. The MSD has
been restructured from the ori-
ginal medical units and medical
sciences disciplines, and now
consists of the Faculty of Me-
dicine and its affiliated School
of Pharmacy, and the Faculty of
Chinese Medicine, as well as two
new research centers including
the Al laboratory in Medicine
and Center of Regenerative Me-
dicine, he added.

“The MSD was established
with the aim of facilitating talent
cultivation and social develo-
pment for the enhancement of
the university’s global compe-
titiveness and influence,” Lee
further elaborated on the new
facility.

The university also aims at
leveraging assistance from the
MSD to develop Big Health in
the country.

“I'hope that this summit wou-
1d facilitate the MSD to give full
play to its advantages and its
continuous development in tea-
ching, scientific research and
other aspects,” Lee concluded.

This afternoon will also see
the Hong Kong government’s
chief epidemic advisor during
the Covid-19 pandemic, Kwok-

Physiology or Medicine in 1996,

discussing over video confe-
rencing technologies matters
related to the future pandemi-
cs and the tactics that should

be employed.

During the opening cere-
mony, vice chancellor and pre-
sident Joseph Hun-wei Lee of

AD b

the university mentioned that
the summit is the first featured
event organized by the Medical
Science Division (MSD).

-yung Yuen, 66, microbiologist,

“It is an important research
and education entity newly es-
tablished in response to the ra-
pidly changing demand for tea-

physician and surgeon from
Hong Kong, presenting his views
on necessary preparations for
future outbreaks.
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TTER has remo-
ved the verification
check mark on the
main account of The

New York Times, one of CEO
Elon Musk’s most despised
news organizations.

The removal comes as
many of Twitter’s high-profile
users are bracing for the loss
of the blue check marks that
helped verify their identity
and distinguish them from
impostors on the social me-
dia platform.

Musk, who owns Twitter,
set a deadline of Saturday for
verified users to buy a pre-
mium Twitter subscription or
lose the checks on their profi-
les. The Times said in a story
Thursday that it would not
pay Twitter for verification of
its institutional accounts.

Early Sunday, Musk twee-
ted that the Times check
mark would be removed. La-
ter he posted disparaging re-
marks about the newspaper,
which has aggressively repor-
ted on Twitter and on flaws
with partially automated
driving systems at Tesla, the
electric car company, which
he also runs.

Other Times accounts such
as its business news and opi-
nion pages still had either
blue or gold check marks on
Sunday;, as did multiple repor-
ters for the news organization.

“We aren't planning to pay
the monthly fee for check
mark status for our institu-
tional Twitter accounts,” the
Times said in a statement
Sunday. “We also will not
reimburse reporters for Twit-
ter Blue for personal accoun-
ts, except in rare instances
where this status would be
essential for reporting purpo-
ses,” the newspaper said in a
statement Sunday.

The Associated Press, whi-
ch has said it also will not pay

SOCIAL MEDIA

Twitter pulls check
mark from main New
York Times account

AP PHOTO

for the check marks, still had
them on its accounts at mid-
day Sunday:.

Twitter did not answer
emailed questions Sunday
about the removal of The New
York Times check mark.

The costs of keeping the
check marks ranges from $8
a month for individual web
users to a starting price of
$1,000 monthly to verify an
organization, plus $50 mon-
thly for each affiliate or em-
ployee account. Twitter does
not verify the individual ac-
counts to ensure they are who
they say they are, as was the
case with the previous blue
check doled out to public fi-
gures and others during the
platform’s pre-Musk adminis-
tration.

While the cost of Twitter
Blue subscriptions might

seem like nothing for Twitter’s
most famous commentators,
celebrity users from baske-
tball star LeBron James to Star
Trek's William Shatner have
balked at joining. Seinfeld ac-
tor Jason Alexander pledged
to leave the platform if Musk
takes his blue check away:.

The White House is also
passing on enrolling in pre-
mium accounts, according
to a memo sent to staff. While
Twitter has granted a free gray
mark for President Joe Biden
and members of his Cabinet,
lower-level staff won't get Twi-
tter Blue benefits unless they
pay for it themselves.

“If you see impersonations
that you believe violate Twi-
tter's stated impersonation
policies, alert Twitter using
Twitter's public impersona-
tion portal,” said the staff

memo from White House of-
ficial Rob Flaherty.

One of Musks first product
moves after taking over Twi-
tter was to launch a service
granting blue checks to anyo-
ne willing to pay $8 a month.
But it was quickly inundated
by impostor accounts, inclu-
ding those impersonating
Nintendo, pharmaceutical
company Eli Lilly and Musk’s
businesses Tesla and SpaceX,
so Twitter had to temporarily
suspend the service days after
its launch.

The relaunched service
costs $8 a month for web
users and $11 a month for
users of its iPhone or Android
apps. Subscribers are suppo-
sed to see fewer ads, be able
to post longer videos and
have their tweets featured
more prominently. MDT/AP

WSJ: MCDONALD'S
TO CLOSE OFFICES
BRIEFLY AHEAD

OF LAYOFFS

report says McDonald’s has closed its U.S.
ffices for a few days as the company pre-
pares to inform employees about layoffs.

The Wall Street Journal cited an inter-
nal email from the Chicago-based fast-food
giant saying U.S. corporate staff and some
employees overseas should work from home
while the company notifies people of their job
status.

McDonald’s did not immediately reply to
emailed requests for comment. The report
said McDonald’s would inform its employees
this week about staffing decisions that are
part of a wide restructuring of the company
announced earlier.

Though the U.S. labor market remains
strong, layoffs have been mounting, mainly
in the technology sector, where many com-
panies over-hired after a pandemic boom.
IBM, Microsoft, Amazon, Salesforce, Face-
book parent Meta, Twitter and DoorDash
have all announced layoffs in recent months.

Policymakers at the Federal Reserve have
forecast the unemployment rate may rise to
4.6% by the end of this year, a sizable increase
historically associated with recessions.

McDonald’s has more than 150,000 em-
ployees in corporate roles. About 70% of those
employees are based outside the United States.

The company reported its global sales rose
nearly 11% in 2022, while sales in the U.S.
climbed almost 6%. Total restaurant margins
rose 5%. In its latest annual report, it cited
difficulties in adequately staffing some of its
outlets.

In January, McDonald’s said its “Accelera-
ting the Arches” program would focus on “de-
liveries, Drive Thru, digital and development.”

“We're performing at a high level, but we
can do even better,” CEO Chris Kempczinski
said in a Jan. 6 letter to employees. He said the
company was divided into silos and that the
approach was “outdated and self-limiting.”

As the company reshapes its strategy, he
said, “we will evaluate roles and staffing le-
vels in parts of the organization and there
will be difficult discussions and decisions
ahead.” MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Sands China hosts sharing session on NPC, CPPCC

young professionals, to have
a comprehensive understan-
ding of the nation's develop-
ment path and its significant

Sands Chinaltd. heldasemi-
nar about the recent sessions
of the National People's Con-
gress (NPC) and the Chinese
People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) March
28 at The Londoner Macao for

management team mem-
bers and local youth.

Wilfred Wong, president of
Sands China Ltd., moderated
the sharing session, and said:
"We want to encourage all of
our team members, including

decisions.”

"This will enable them to fuse
into the country's overall de-
velopment and capitalize on
the opportunities presented
by the construction of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cao Greater Bay Area," he ad-
ded.

Entitled the Sands China
Distinguished Speaker Forum
Series — The Spirit of NPC
and CPPCC, more than 230
people attended the sharing
session, including Sands China
team members and students
of the company's develop-
ment programmes.

Visa appoints new GM to Hong Kong, Macau operations

Digital payment both Hong Kong and
operator Visa has Macau although she
appointed Pauli- will continue to be ba-

na Leong as gene- sed in Hong Kong.

ral manager of Visa
Hong Kong and Ma-
cau, the company
announced in a press
release.

Leong has over 18
years of experience
working in the pay-
ments industry and
was Visa's Head of
Client  Relationship
Management for
Hong Kong and Ma-
cau.

In her new role, she
will be responsible
for leading Visa's bu-
siness operations in

“l am excited to take
on this role and lead
Visa's businesses and
operations in Hong
Kong and Macau whi-
ch are fascinating
and fast-growing.
I look forward to
working closely with
our partners, fintech,
the regulator, and all
stakeholders to help
accelerate business
growth, and enable in-
dividuals, businesses,
and economies to
thrive,” Leong said in
the same statement.



AP PHOTO

page 8
CHINA =+H

T 4 MacauDaily mrisasss

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
04.04.2023 tue

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ON TIKTOK
DEFEND APPS REACH TO VOTERS

FARNOUSH AMIRI,
WASHINGTON

EP. Jeff Jackson of North Ca-

rolina has used it to explain
the complex fight over raising the
debt limit. Rep. Robert Garcia of
California has used it to engage
with members of the LGBTQ+
community. And Sen. Bob Casey
of Pennsylvania has used it to

give an overview of Election Day
results.

As pressure against TikTok
mounts in Washington, the more
than two dozen members of Con-
gress — all Democrats — who are
active on the social media plat-
form are being pushed by their
colleagues to stop using it. Many
defend their presence on the pla-
tform, saying they have a respon-

sibility as public officials to meet
Americans where they are — and
more than 150 million are on Tik-
Tok.

“I'm sensitive to the ban and
recognize some of the security
implications. But there is no more
robust and expeditious way to
reach young people in the United
States of America than TikTok,”
Democratic Rep. Dean Phillips of

Minnesota told The Associated
Press.

Yet the lawmakers active on
TikTok remain a distinct minority.
Most in Congress are in favor of
limiting the app, forcing a sale to
remove connections to China or
even banning it outright. The U.S.
armed forces and more than half
of U.S. states have already banned
the app from official devices, as

has the federal government. Si-
milar bans have been imposed in
Denmark, Canada, Great Britain
and New Zealand, as well as the
European Union.

Criticism of TikTok reached a
new level last week as CEO Shou
Zi Chew testified for more than
six hours at a contentious hearing
in the House. Lawmakers grilled
Chew about the implications of
the app for America’s national se-
curity and the effect on the men-
tal health of its users.

And the tough questions came
from both sides of the aisle, as Re-
publicans and Democrats alike
pressed Chew about TikTok’s con-
tent moderation practices, its abi-
lity to shield American data from
Beijing and its spying on journa-
lists.

“I've got to hand it to you,” said
Rep. August Pfluger, R-Texas, as
members questioned Chew over
data security and harmful con-
tent. “You've actually done some-
thing that in the last three to four
years has not happened except
for the exception of maybe (Rus-
sian President) Vladimir Putin.
You have unified Republicans and
Democrats.”

While the hearing made plain
that lawmakers view TikTok as a
threat, theirlack of first-hand expe-
rience with the app was apparent
at times. Some made inaccurate
and head-scratching comments,
seemingly not understanding how
TikTok connects to a home Wi-Fi
router or how it moderates illicit
content. MDT/AP

Japan protests China's detention of citizen, maritime action

MARI YAMAGUCHI &
HUIZHONG WU, TOKYO

APAN’S Foreign Minis-
Iter Yoshimasa Hayashi
protested in a meeting
Sunday with his Chinese
counterpart the detention
of a Japanese national in
Beijing and raised “strong
concern” about China’s mi-
litary activity near Taiwan
and around Japan.

Hayashi was on a two-
-day visit to China, beco-
ming Japan’s first diplomat
to make the trip in more
than three years as fric-
tions grow between the
countries. He also met Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang and
top diplomat Wang Yi later
Sunday.

During his talks with
Chinese Foreign Minister
Qin Gang, Hayashi de-
manded an early release
of an employee of the Ja-
panese  pharmaceutical
company Astellas Pharma,
who was detained in Bei-
jing last month over what
the Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry described as spying

allegations. Neither side
has offered further details
about the man nor the
allegations against him.

Hayashi told reporters
he raised “serious con-
cern” about China’s acti-
vity in the East and South
China seas, and stressed
the importance of peace
and stability in the Taiwan
Strait.

He said he also expres-
sed concern about Bei-
jing’s joint military activity
with Russia around Japan
while Moscow wages war
against Ukraine.

Hayashi said he told Qin
while there is a possibility
of improving cooperation
in economic, cultural and
people exchanges, the
two countries also face
“many problems and se-
rious concerns” and that
“Japan-China relations are
currently at an extremely
important phase.”

The two ministers
agreed to work together in
achieving “a constructive
and stable relationship” as
agreed between their lea-

ders in November, Hayashi
said.

The sides agreed to im-
prove communication in
regional security, and wel-
comed the establishment
of a defense hotline last
week and the resumption
of defense talks, Hayashi
said.

Hayashi said that he and
Premier Li shared the im-
portance of their bilateral
economic ties, and that it
was crucial that Japanese
nationals and companies
feel safe to operate in Chi-
na.

That was the concern
raised by representatives
of Japanese companies
during their meeting Sa-
turday with Hayashi. They
also sought transparent,
predictable and fair busi-
ness environment in Chi-
na, said Yukiko Okano, de-
puty press secretary for the
Japanese Foreign Ministry.

Separately, Hayashi told
Wang that China’s activity
in the East China Sea and
the recent detention are “a
stumbling block for pro-

AP PHOTO

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, shakes hands with his counterpart Qin Gang at the
Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing, Sunday

moting economic and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.”
Despite close economic
and business ties between
the two Asian powers,
Tokyo and Beijing have
been increasingly at odds
in recent years as Japan
considers China’s growing

influence in the region a
threat to its security and
economy.

Qin meanwhile warned
against Japanese involve-
ment in issues related to
Taiwan, saying Tokyo shou-
1d not interfere and “under-
mine Chinas sovereignty

in any way,” according to a
statement from China’s Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs.

Qin said “the Taiwan is-
sue is at the core of China’s
core interests and concer-
ns the political foundation
of China-Japan relations.”
MDT/AP
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DIRE STRAIT

Taiwan'’s Tsai

wraps up
Guatemala visit,
heads to Belize

AIWANESE leader Tsai

Ing-wen and Guatema-

lan President Alejandro

Giammattei on Satur-
day toured a hospital built with
support from Taipei, reaffirming
their close diplomatic ties as the
self-governing island seeks to
strengthen relations with its re-
maining allies in Central Ameri-
ca.

It was the final day of Tsai’s
three-day visit to Guatemala and
came shortly after Honduras an-
nounced it would break ties with
Taiwan and switch its support to
China, joining Nicaragua, Pana-
ma, Fl Salvador and Costa Rica.
Belize - the next stop on Tsai’s
trip - is the only other Central
American country to maintain
diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

Giammattei once  again
thanked Taiwan’s leader for her
government’s economic support
and said Guatemala’s friendship
with Taiwan was “unchangeab-
le.”

Sunday’s visit came a day after
the leaders toured the Guatema-
lan archaeological site of Tikal,
one of the most important urban
centers of the Mayan civilization.

The hospital in Chimaltengo

department built with a dona-
tion from Taiwan will serve pa-
tients from four departments in
Guatemala and cost an estima-
ted $22 million to build. It ope-
ned in February.

Tsai said she was pleased with
the construction of the hospital,
which, according to her, “will be
able to provide better medical
care and service.

Construction of the hospital
has brought controversy. Two
weeks ago, the attorney general
announced an investigation into
allegations of a $10 million fraud
in the purchase of equipment for
the hospital. Prosecutors allege
former vice minister of health,
Gerardo Hernandez, authorized
the purchase of used equipment
and material. A company and the
director of the hospital were alle-
gedly in on the scheme.

The trip also is aimed to solidi-
fying ties in Latin America.

Taiwan now has no more than
13 official diplomatic partners.
More than half of those are small
countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean: Belize, Guatema-
la, Paraguay, Haiti, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines. MDT/AP
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MGM Partners with Art Basel Hong Kong to Present
“Long Time No See” in Hong Kong

MGM and Art Basel Hong Kong presented the
“Long Time No See” Sector Party, an art and cul-
tural celebration hosted by Pansy Ho, Co-Chair-
person and Executive Director of MGM Chi-
na Holdings Limited, together with Angelle
Siyang-Le, Director of Art Basel Hong Kong.
The partnership kick-started one of Hong Kong’s
first major art and cultural occasions sponsored
by MGM during the Art Basel week at the For-
ty-Five, a newly launched venue at The Landmark
in Central with a rooftop overseeing the spec-
tacular view of Hong Kong. The night of extrav-
aganza saw a stellar line-up of some of the most
renowned art and cultural figures, fashion icons,
music and movie industry leaders such as Phar-
rell Williams, Li Xiaopeng, Adrian Cheng, Edwin
Chuang, Eva Chow and alike.

With arts, culture, entertainment and performance
at the core of the MGM brand, MGM is collaborat-
ing with Art Basel Hong Kong, one of the world’s
premier art shows for modern and contemporary
art, to represent a natural course of this long-term
strategic vision for fruitful, ongoing initiatives in
the art and culture realm. With Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macau sharing same cultural roots, “Long Time No See” Sector Party was a spe-
cial occasion that deepened the cultural exchanges in the Greater Bay Area (GBA), and
strengthened its connection to the world with over 1,000 local and international visitors
from the art and culture, entertainment and performance world that attended the event.

Pansy Ho said, “MGM endeavors in bringing unique art and cultural experience fusing tra-
dition with innovation and connecting the East with the West. We aim to engage with our
global audiences through building an extensive network of arts and culture with Art Basel
Hong Kong, which is an integral part of our longstanding commitment to global art and cul-
tural development and our effort to help Macau achieve economic diversification. Our long
and successful partnership with Art Basel Hong Kong will reinforce the GBA’s position in
promoting art and cultural exchange between the East and West.”

Besides inviting high caliber VIPs of Art Basel Hong Kong to visit Macau to explore the
charm of UNESCO World Heritage sites and the creative gastronomic scene, MGM has
organized a group of VIP delegation from Macau with Ho lok San, representative of the
President of the Consultative Committee for Cultural Development (CCDC) and Chief of
Office of Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture; Leong Vai Man, Vice President of CCDC
and Director of Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC); Lo Ho Chi, committee member of CCDC and
representative of Office of Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture; Cheang Kai Meng,
Deputy Director of IC, well as other committee members of CCDC and management rep-
resentatives of IC,
to Art Basel Hong
Kong. MGM hopes
to give fresh impe-
tus on the rising
global art trend
and create oppor-
tunities for Macau
cultural leaders
for dialogue and
engagement with
established artists
and new emerg-
ing talents from
around the globe.

it Basel
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SOUTH KOREA, US, JAPAN HOLD
ANTI-NORTH KOREA SUBMARINE DRILL

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

E South Korean, U.S. and Ja-
panese navies began their first
anti-submarine drills in six mon-
ths yesterday to boost their coor-
dination against increasing North
Korean missile threats, South Ko-
reas military said.

The two-day drills come as
North Korea’s recent unveiling of a
type of battlefield nuclear warhead
prompted worries the country
may conduct its first nuclear test
since 2017.

The maritime exercises in inter-
national waters off South Korea’s
southern island of Jeju involved
the nuclear-powered USS Nimitz
aircraft carrier and naval des-
troyers from South Korea, the U.S.
and Japan, South Korea’s Defense
Ministry said in a statement.

The training was arranged to
improve the three countries’ ca-
pacities to respond to underwater
security threats posed by North
Korea’s advancing submarine-lau-
nched ballistic missiles and other
assets, the statement said. South
Korean defense officials said the
three countries were to detect and

AD b
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The U.S. Navy’s nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz departs a naval base in
Busan, South Korea, Sunday

track unmanned South Korean
and U.S. underwater vehicles po-
sing as enemy submarines and
other assets.
Submarine-launched missiles
by North Korea are serious se-
curity threats to the United States
and its allies because it’s harder
to spot such launches in advan-
ce. In recent year, the North has
been testing sophisticated un-
derwater-launched ballistic mis-
siles and pushing to build bigger
submarines including a nuclear-

-powered one.

Last month, North Korea per-
formed a barrage of missile tests
in response to the earlier South
Korea-U.S. bilateral military drills.
The weapons tested included a nu-
clear-capable underwater drone
and a submarine-launched cruise
missile, which suggest North Korea
is trying to diversify underwater
weapons systems.

Photographs in North Korea’s
state media last week showed lea-
der Kim Jong Un standing near

ECONOMY

Bank survey shows Japan's
businesses turning pessimistic

YURI KAGEYAMA, g
TOKYO T
E

USINESS sentiment

about 10 red-tipped warheads cal-
led “Hwasan (volcano)-31” with
different serial numbers. A poster
on a nearby wall listed eight kinds
of short-range weapons that can
carry the “Hwasan-31” warhead.
The previous test flights of those
weapons show they are capable of
striking key targets in South Korea,
including U.S. military bases there.

Some observers say the
warhead’s unveiling may be a pre-
lude to a nuclear test as North Ko-
rea’s last two tests in 2016 and 2017
followed the disclosures of other
warheads. If it does conduct a nu-
clear test, it would be its seventh
detonation overall and the first
since September 2017.

During the warhead-related
event last week, Kim also ordered
officials to ramp up bomb fuel
production to achieve his stated
goal of expanding his country’s
nuclear arsenal “”exponentially.”
On Saturday, 38 North, a North
Korea-focused website, said that
recent commercial satellite ima-
gery of the North’'s main Yongbyon
nuclear complex indicates a high
level of activity, such as the conti-
nued operation of its 5-megawa-

tt reactor and new construction
around the uranium enrichment
plant area.

Foreign experts debate whether
North Korea has functioning nu-
clear-armed missiles. But South
Korea’s defense minister, Lee Jong-
-Sup, recently told lawmakers that
the North’s technology to build mi-
niaturized warheads to be moun-
ted on advanced short-range mis-
siles was believed to have made
considerable progress.

North Korea could carry out
new missile tests to protest the
South Korea-U.S.-Japan drills be-
cause it views such training as a
security threat. North Korean lea-
der Kim Jong Un called the recent
South Korea-U.S. exercises ‘re-
ckless military provocations” that
disregarded North Korea’s “patien-
ce and warning.”

In remarks carried in the De-
fense Ministry statement, Rear
Adm. Kim Inho, chief of the South
Korean forces involved in the tri-
lateral drills, said “We'll decisively
respond to and neutralize any type
of provocation by North Korea.”

In addition to the anti-subma-
rine drills, the three countries will
practice humanitarian search-an-
d-rescue operations, including sa-
ving people who fall into the water
and treating emergency patients. It
would be the three countries’ first
such training in seven years, the
Defense Ministry statement said.
MDT/AP
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among big Japanese
manufacturers worsened
in the first quarter of this
year in the fifth straight de-
cline, according to a cen-
tral bank survey released
Monday.

The headline measure
in the Bank of Japan quar-
terly survey called “tankan”
found such sentiments
stood at plus 1, down from
plus 7 in December. It’s the
worst quarterly result since
December 2020.

Sentiments among ma-
jor  non-manufacturers
rose one point to plus 20,
its the fourth straight quar-
ter of improvement.

The Japanese economy
has tended to stagnate in
recent years, with slow
wage increases, and has
recently been hit by infla-
tionary pressures, even as
some parts of the nation’s
economy continue to

experince deflation, the
opposite trend in which

prices
crease.

Uncertainty about glo-
bal growth is weighing on
the export-reliant country.
The recent turmoil over
the U.S. banking sector is
adding to such woes, just
at a time when Russia’s war
in Ukraine has sent energy
prices soaring. Japan im-
ports almost all its oil.

The weakening yen
boosts the value of over-
seas earnings by exporters
like Toyota and Ninten-

continually de-

do, but is proving to be a
challenge for rising energy
costs.

For the tankan’s projec-
tion of sentiments three
months later, large manu-
facturers are expecting an
improvement of 2 points at
plus 3.

What the Bank of Japan
might do on interest rates
is being closely watched.
The central bank has
kept interest rates at zero
or in minus territory for
years to wrest Japan out
of its economic doldrums.
MDT/AP
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Autopsies show 30 people die
from gunfire in Peru protests

FRANKLIN BRICENO, LIMA

N autopsy after autopsy, Pe-
ruvian anti-government pro-
testers share the same cause
of death: “firearm projectile.”

Crhistian Armando Mama-
ni, a 22-year-old musician, was
walking by the protest in a sou-
thern city when a bullet entered
the left side of his torso and pier-
ced both of his lungs.

The same January day, Roger
Rolando Cayo, a 25-year-old pro-
tester, died when a shot ripped
through his eye and destroyed his
brain.

Human rights groups — inclu-
ding the United Nations — have
called on the Peruvian govern-
ment to investigate claims of ex-
cessive force used by police and
soldiers during recent protests
that have left 49 civilians dead,
and the autopsies provide some
evidence of the alleged use of le-
thal ammunition.

Thirty of the 32 forensic reports
obtained by The Associated Press
list gunfire as the cause of death.
Some of the reports detail bullet
calibers similar to those used by
security forces in Peru, which ex-
perts believe indicates that police
and soldiers violated their own
operations manuals prohibiting
shooting directly toward protes-
ters unless there’s a serious risk to
their life.

The findings come as Peru

Fin

LORNE COOK

AP PHOTO

struggles to recover from the
political crisis that hit the coun-
try late last year. In December,
then-President Pedro Castillo,
who was facing several corrup-
tion investigations, attempted to
dissolve Congress but was ins-
tead impeached, arrested and
replaced by the vice president.
Demonstrations stretched out
to February, mostly in southern
Peru where the former leader has
had more support, triggering the
worst political violence the coun-

try has seen in more than two de-
cades.

In the southern city of Julia-
ca, protesters clashed with po-
lice outside the airport on Jan. 9
in what would be the deadliest
demonstration. Autopsies con-
firmed that 18 people died from
gunfire that day. Among the dead
were a 16-year-old student who-
se left lung was perforated by a
7.62 mm bullet that lodged in his
abdomen and a 17-year-old uni-
versity student who died from a9

mm bullet wound.

The AP obtained a copy of a
document from the federal pro-
secutor’s office that listed the
weapons used by police in Juliaca
in December, including 7.62 mm
AKM assault rifles and 9 mm Be-
retta and Sauer handguns.

In Peru, civilians are only per-
mitted to own guns with low cali-
bers. High-caliber guns — inclu-
ding the 7.62 and 5.56 mm types
mentioned in the forensic repor-
ts — are exclusively for the use of

and joins NATO, military alliance chief says

security forces.

Carmen Rosa Cardoza, a Peru-
vian forensic anthropologist, told
the AP that the autopsies show a
pattern of a “disproportionate use
of force.”

“In the injuries by the firearm
projectiles, there’s a pattern linked
to human rights violations,” she
said, noting that most of the fatal
wounds are on the head, neck,
thorax and abdomen. The shoo-
ters, she said, “are targeting those
regions.”

Protesters are still staging road-
blocks in some parts of the coun-
try and calling for the resignation
of the new president, Dina Bo-
luarte, whom they blame for the
deaths of dozens of demonstra-
tors in areas inhabited largely by
Indigenous people.

The attorney general’s office
has launched an investigation
that hasn't led to any arrests.

“These numbers turn Peru into
a champion of repression, when
compared to other democracies
in Latin America’ said Jo-Marie
Burt, a Peru expert at the Washin-
gton Office on Latin America, a
human rights group. “Only open-
ly authoritarian nations like Ve-
nezuela and Nicaragua” have had
more deaths during recent pro-
tests, she said.

Peruvian government officials
have said they did not give poli-
ce orders to shoot at protesters
after massive demonstrations
broke out in the south, where
Castillo’s removal angered peo-
ple frustrated with the nation’s
Congress, which has contribu-
ted to the political instability by
impeaching three presidents in
the past six years and has beco-
me one of the nation’s least trus-
ted institutions. MDT/AP

Finland and Sweden aban-
doned their traditional po-
sitions of military non-alig-
nment to seek protection

ATO Secretary-General

Jens Stoltenberg said
yesterday Finland will be-
come the 31st member of
the world’s biggest military
alliance today, prompting
a warning from Russia that
it would bolster its defen-
ses near their joint border if
NATO deploys any troops in
its new member.

“This is a historic week,”
Stoltenberg told reporters
on the eve of a meeting of
NATO foreign ministers in
Brussels. “From tomorrow,
Finland will be a full mem-
ber of the alliance.” He said
that he hopes Sweden will
be able to join NATO in co-
ming months.

The former Norwegian
prime minister said that on
Tuesday afternoon, “we will
raise the Finnish flag for the

AP PHOTO

first time here at the NATO
headquarters. It will be a
good day for Finland’s se-
curity, for Nordic security,
and for NATO as a whole.”

Stoltenberg said that
Turkey, the last country
to have ratified Finland’s
membership, will hand its
official texts to U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken
on Tuesday. Stoltenberg

said he would then invite
Finland to do the same.

Finnish President Sauli
Niinist6 and Defense Mi-
nister Antti Kaikkonen will
attend the ceremony, along
with Foreign Minister Pekka
Haavisto.

“It is a historic moment
for us. For Finland, the most
important objective at the
meeting will be to emphasi-

ze NATO’s support to Ukrai-
ne as Russia continues its
illegal aggression,” Haavis-
to said in a statement. “We
seek to promote stability
and security throughout the
Euro-Atlantic region.”
Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Alexander Grushko
said that Moscow would res-
pond to Finland becoming
NATO’s member by bolste-

ring its defenses if needed.

“We will strengthen our
military potential in the
west and in the northwest,”
Grushko said in remarks
carried by the state RIA No-
vosti news agency. “In case
of deployment of forces of
other NATO members on
the territory of Finland, we
will take addition steps to
ensure Russia’s military se-
curity.”

The announcement of
Finland’s entry comes just
after Finnish voters gave a
boost to conservative par-
ties in a weekend election,
depriving left-wing Prime
Minister Sanna Marin of
another term. Marin had
championed her country’s
NATO accession.

Fearing that they mi-
ght be targeted after Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine a year
ago, the Nordic neighbors

under NATO’s security um-
brella.

All 30 allies signed Fin-
land’s and Sweden’s acces-
sion protocols. Turkey and
Hungary delayed the pro-
cess for months but have
relented on Finland. Turkey
has sought guarantees and
assurances from the two,
notably on tackling extre-
mism. Hungary’s demands
have never been explicit.

NATO must agree una-
nimously for new members
to join. NATO officials are
also keen to bring Sweden
within the fold before U.S.
President Joe Biden and his
alliance counterparts meet
in the Lithuanian capital
Vilnius on July 11-12.

“Sweden is not left alo-
ne. Sweden is as close as
it can come as a full-fled-
ged member,” Stoltenberg
said. MDT/AP
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RUSSIA BLAMES UKRAINE FOR BOMB
THAT KILLED MILITARY BLOGGER

USSIA’'S top counter-

terrorism body yester-
day blamed Ukrainian in-
telligence agencies for the
bombing attack that killed
a well-known Russian mili-
tary blogger who fervently
supported Moscow’s war in
Ukraine.

Russian officials said Vla-
dlen Tatarsky, 40, was killed
Sunday as he was leading a
discussion at a cafe on the
banks of the Neva River in
the historic heart of St. Peter-
sburg. Over 30 people were
wounded by the blast, and
10 of them remain in grave
condition, according to the
authorities.

The National Anti-Terro-
rist Committee, a state struc-
ture that coordinates coun-
terterrorism operations,
said that the “terrorist act”
against Tatarsky was “plan-
ned by Ukrainian special ser-
vices” with the involvement
of people who have coopera-
ted with an anti-corruption
foundation created by jailed
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny. It noted that
the arrested suspect was an
“active supporter” of Naval-
ny’s group.

Shortly before the annou-
ncement, Russia’s Investi-
gative Committee, the top
state criminal investigation
agency, reported the arrest of
Darya Tryopova, a 26-year-
-old St. Petersburg resident
suspected of involvement
in the attack. Tryopova had
been previously detained

for taking part in anti-war
rallies.

Investigators believe that
the bomb was hidden in a
bust of the blogger that the
suspect had given to him as a
gift just before the explosion.

According to Russian me-
dia reports, Tryopova told
investigators that she was
used as a carrier to deliver
the explosive device, but di-
dn’t know that it was hidden
in the bust.

Witnesses said that the
suspect asked questions and
exchanged remarks with Ta-
tarsky during the discussion.
One witness, said the woman
told Tatarsky that she had
made a bust of the blogger
but that guards asked her to
leave it at the door, suspec-
ting it could be a bomb. They
joked and laughed, and then
she went to the door, gra-
bbed the bust and presented
it to Tatarsky.

A video showed Tatarsky
making jokes about the bust
and putting it on the table
next to him just before the
explosion.

Russia’s Investigative
Committee, the state’s top
criminal investigation agen-
cy, opened a probe on char-
ges of murder.

No one publicly claimed
responsibility, but military
bloggers and patriotic com-
mentators immediately bla-
med Ukraine for the attack
and compared the bombing
to last August’s assassination
of nationalist TV commen-

tator Darya Dugina, who
was killed when a remotely
controlled explosive device
planted in her SUV blew up
as she was driving on the ou-
tskirts of Moscow.

Russian authorities bla-
med Ukraine’s military inte-
lligence for Dugina’s death,
but Kyivdenied involvement.

Dugina’s father, Alexander
Dugin, a nationalist philo-
sopher and political theorist
who strongly supports the
invasion of Ukraine, hailed
Tatarsky as an “immortal”
hero who died to save the
Russian people.

Reacting to Tatarsky’s dea-
th, Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova said late Sunday his ac-
tivities “have won him the
hatred of the Kyiv regime”
and noted that he and other
Russian military bloggers
have long faced Ukrainian
threats.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the
Russian millionaire owner of
the Wagner Group military
contractor spearheading
Moscow’s offensive in eas-
tern Ukraine, said he owned
the cafe and handed it over
to a patriotic group for mee-
tings. He said he doubts the
Ukrainian authorities’ in-
volvement in the bombing,
saying the attack was likely
launched by a “group of radi-
cals” unrelated to the gover-
nment in Kyiv.

Since the fighting in
Ukraine began Feb. 24, 2022,
Ukrainian authorities have

refrained from claiming res-
ponsibility for various fires,
explosions and apparent as-
sassinations in Russia. At the
same time, officials in Kyiv
have jubilantly greeted such
events and insisted on Ukrai-
ne’s right to launch attacks in
Russia.

A top Ukrainian govern-
ment official cast the explo-
sion that killed Tatarsky as
part of internal turmoil.

“Spiders are eating each
other in a jar,” Ukrainian pre-
sidential adviser Mykhailo
Podolyak wrote in English on
Twitter late Sunday. “Ques-
tion of when domestic terro-
rism would become an ins-
trument of internal political
fight was a matter of time.”

Tatarsky, who had filed re-
gular reports from Ukraine,
was the pen name for Ma-
xim Fomin, who had accu-
mulated more than 560,000
followers on his Telegram
messaging app channel.

Bornin the Donbas, Ukrai-
ne’s industrial heartland,
Tatarsky worked as a coal
miner before starting a fur-
niture business. When he
ran into financial difficulties,
he robbed a bank and was
sentenced to prison. He fled
from custody after a Russia-
-backed separatist rebellion
engulfed the Donbas in 2014,
weeks after Moscow’s anne-
xation of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula. Then he joined
separatist rebels and fought
on the front line before tur-
ning to blogging. MDT/AP

this day in hiStOI_'!@
1968 MARTIN LUTHER
KING SHOT DEAD

The American black civil rights leader, Dr Martin
Luther King, has been assassinated.

Dr King was shot dead in the southern US city of
Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to lead a mar-
ch of sanitation workers protesting against low wa-
ges and poor working conditions

He was shotinthe neck as he stood onahotelbal-
cony and died in hospital soon afterwards.

Reverend Jesse Jackson was on the balcony with
DrKing whenthe single shot rang out.

"He had just bent over. | reckon if he had been
standing up he would not have been hitin the face,”
said Mr Jackson.

Police in Memphis were put on alert for a "well-
-dressed" white man who is said to have dropped
an automatic rifle after the shooting and escaped
inabluecar.

There were early signs of rioting in Memphis after
DrKing's death and 4,000 members of the National
Guard were drafted into the city.

Adusk-to-dawn curfewhas been orderedtoward
off disturbances.

The US President, Lyndon Johnson, has postpo-
ned a trip to Hawaii for peace talks on Vietnam.

The president said he was "shocked and sadde-
ned" by the civilrights leader's death.

"l ask every citizen to reject the blind vioclence that
has taken Dr King who lived by non-violence,” Mr
Johnson said.

Bus boycott

Dr King, 39, had previously survived several at-
tempts onhis lifeincluding the bombing of hishome
in1956.

The charismatic civil rights leader joined the cru-
sade for equal rights for black people in America in
the mid 1950s.

He first came to national prominence as one of
the leaders of the Alabama bus boycottin 1955.

In 1963 Dr King led a massive march on Washing-
ton DC where he delivered his now famous “lhave a
dream” speech.

Dr King advocated the use of non-violent tactics
such as sit-ins and protest marches.

In 1964 he was awarded the Nobel peace prize.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Martin Luther King's assassination led to riots in
more than 100 US cities.

James Earl Ray was convicted of his murder and
sentenced to 99 yearsin prison.

But he later retracted his confession and said he
had been only a minor player in a conspiracy.
However, his appeals for a new trial were rejected
and he diedin prisonin 1998.

Ray was supported by some members of Martin
Luther King's family who believed the US Gov-
ernment may have beeninvolvedin DrKing's
death.

Their case was strengthened in December 1999
when ajury in a wrongful death case brought by
the King family, decided the civil rights leader was
the victim of a murder conspiracy.

However, in June 2000 after an investigation the
US Justice Department said it had uncovered no
reliable evidence of a conspiracy.
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FILM

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS OPENS WITH
$38.5M, TAKES DOWN JOHN WICK

JAKE COYLE, NEW YORK

IDING terrific reviews and a

trong word-of-mouth, the
role playing game adaptation
“Dungeons & Dragons: Honor
Among Thieves” opened with
$38.5 million in U.S. and Ca-
nadian movie theaters over the
weekend, according to studio es-
timates Sunday, stealing the top
box-office perch from “John Wick:
Chapter4.”

The Paramount Pictures and
eOne release appealed to more
moviegoers than many expected
a film based on a notoriously ni-
che table top game to interest.
“Game Night” directors Jonathan
Goldstein and John Francis Daley
turned in a rollicking comic ac-
tion-adventure, with a cast inclu-
ding Chris Pine, Michelle Rodri-
guez, Regé-Jean Page and Hugh
Grant, that’s bringing in ticket
buyers less familiar with “D&D.”
Audiences gave “Honor Among
Thieves,” which launched with a
raucous opening-night premiere
at SXSW, an A- CinemaScore. It
scored 91% fresh on Rotten To-
matoes.

“We know how good our movie
is,” said Chris Aronson, distribu-
tion chief for Paramount. “I know
it's been said before, but I think

AP PHOTO
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This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Sophia Lillis, Justice Smith, Chris Pine and Michelle Rodriguez in a scene

-

from “Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among Thieves.”

opening to $38-39 million is just
the start. These kind of exits polls
translate to playability.”
“Dungeons & Dragons” was
also a big roll of the dice. The
film, co-produced and co-finan-
ced by Paramount with eOne,
which is owned by Hasbro, cost
$150 million to make. With a
production cost like that, “Dun-
geons & Dragons” will be looking
for sustained sales through April
and similar success overseas to
potentially kickstart a new fran-
chise. It launched internationally

with $33 million.

“The challenge with this film
is convincing everyone that this
film is for you,” said Aronson. “Jo-
nathan and John, these guys are
really talented and great collabo-
rators. We're going to work more
with them. Hopefully, this will be
the start of a franchise.”

“John Wick: Chapter 4,” whi-
ch launched last weekend with
a franchise-best $73.5 million,
slid to second place in its second
weekend with $28.2 million. Whi-
le a sizeable dip, the assassin

action film, starring Keanu Ree-
ves, has already accrued $122.8
million domestically and, after
adding another $35 million inter-
nationally over the weekend, $245
million worldwide. Lionsgate has
no shortage of plans for further
expansion in the franchise.

Along with “John Wick: Chap-
ter 4,” “Creed III” and “Scream
VI,” “Dungeons & Dragons” adds
to a string of well-received March
releases that have surpassed bo-
x-office expectations and scored
well with audiences. It’s a streak

that Universal Pictures’ “The Su-
per Mario Bros. Movie” will look
to continue next weekend.

“While it may not be the hi-
ghest grossing March ever, this
is one of the best months of Mar-
ch for the industry in its history,
coming off of three years of a
pandemic-challenged  marke-
tplace,” said Paul Dergarabedian,
senior media analyst for data
firm Comscore. “March is not the
summer, but it’s sure felt like the
summer, with hit after hit.”

Those film have helped push
the 2023 box office well ahead of
last year’s pace, up 28.7%, accor-
ding to David A. Gross, who runs
Franchise Entertainment Resear-
ch. Still, overall ticket sales aren’t
yet up to pre-pandemic levels,
trailing the 2017-2019 average by
28.8%.

Games and toys are also pro-
ving to be dependable big-screen
resources. “Dungeons & Dra-
gons” will be followed this year
by Greta Gerwig’s “Barbie” and a
new “Transformers” movie. “The
Super Mario Bros. Movie” is ex-
pected to extend a rising trend
for the once-derided video game
adaptation.

“Dungeons & Dragons” had
little competition from new re-
leases. The Christian drama “His
Only Son” debuted with $5.3
million. A.V. Rockwell’s Sun-
dance Film Festival grand jury
prize winner “A Thousand and
One,” about a mother (Teyana
Taylor) who kidnaps her son
from foster care, opened with
$1.8 million at 926 theaters for
Focus Features. MDT/AP

MUSIC

'Son of a Sinner' Jelly Roll reigns
at CMT Music Awards show

KRISTIN M. HALL,
NASHVILLE, TENN

ON OF A SINNER sin-

ger Jelly Roll was the
big winner at the CMT
Music Awards, as the
rapper-turned-country
singer took home three
awards on Sunday as an
outsider who won over
fans with his confessio-
nal songs.

The tattooed singer
got emotional during the
show in Austin, Texas,
which aired on CBS, as
he thanked the country
radio industry for its ac-
ceptance and shouted
out to those who felt like
him.

“You can be whate-
ver you want to be. I
promise you that. I told
them that I wanted to be
a country singer and I
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Jelly Roll performs “Need A Favor” at the CMT Musi

c Awards on Sunday

am standing here at the
CMT Awards with the
male video of the year,
baby,” he shouted.

Earlier in the night, he
brought a choir out for
his prayer-themed song
“Need a Favor” and got
the crowd to raise their
hands to the roof.

The show started off
with a somber tone as
country singer and co-
-host Kelsea Ballerini
read off the names of
six victims of a school
shooting killed Monday
in Nashville, Tennes-
see. She noted how she
shared their pain, ex-

plaining that in 2008 she
witnessed a school shoo-
ting in her hometown
high school cafeteria in
Knoxville and prayed for
“real action” that wou-
Id protect children and
families. Earlier in the
evening, country artists
wore black ribbons on

the red carpet to honor
victims of the shooting.

But the show prioriti-
zed nostalgia overall as
performances merged
rock, blues and country
straight from the heart
of Texas, mixing in tri-
butes and covers alon-
gside newer artists and
fan-favorite hit songs.

Country superstar
and five-time Grammy
winner Shania Twain
was given the Equal
Play Award, recognizing
her for being a “visib-
le and vocal advocate”
for diverse voices in
country music. Texas
native and Grammy-
-winning rapper Megan
Thee Stallion introdu-
ced Twain and the pair
danced and hugged to
Twain’s hit, “Man, I Feel
Like a Woman.”

The lyrics to the song
became an undercurrent
to a decades-long career
of advocacy, Twain said.

“I promise I will con-
tinue to champion the
many outstanding coun-
try artists that are not
currently played, they

are not currently strea-
med, toured, signed or
awarded at the level they
deserve,” Twain said. “I
believe in an all-inclusi-
ve country music.”

Lainey Wilson won
twice with female video
of the year for “Heart
Like a Truck” and col-
laborative video of the
year for “Wait in the Tru-
ck” with HARDY.

“My heart is ‘bout
to beat right out my
chest, I'll be honest with
y’all,” Wilson said after
winning female video
of the year, calling the
hit song an anthem for
surviving the “scratches,
the dents and the bumps
along the way.”

Co-host Kane Brown
tookhome the last award
of the night with his
wife, Katelyn, winning
video of the year for
their duet, “Thank God.”

“This is all so new to
me. And when we recor-
ded this song a year ago,
I never in my life would
ever think this was ever
going to happen,” Kate-
lyn Brown said. MDT/AP
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USTRALIAN Grand
Prix organizers have
launched an investi-
gation to determine
how a group of fans managed
to break through security and
get dangerously close to For-
mula One cars before the chao-
tic race that featured three red
flags had ended on Sunday.

Australian Grand Prix Corp.
chief executive Andrew Westa-
cott on Monday said the incur-
sion onto the Albert Park cir-
cuit before the checkered flag
could have resulted in serious
injuries.

“There’s a controlled
allowance of people to come
onto the track after the race has
concluded and after the safety
car passes,” Westacott told the
Australian Broadcasting Corp.
“Spectators had broken one of
the lines, we don’t know how
that’s occurred just yet.

“Motorsport is dangerous
[...] it could have been horrific.”

Only 12 of the 20 starters fi-
nished the race, with Red Bull’s
Max Verstappen winning his
first Australian GP title after a
late rolling start behind a safe-
ty car.

An event record 444,631
spectators attended the Austra-
lian GP over four days, inclu-
ding 131,124 on Sunday. Vision
of fans climbing high on safety
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GRAND PRIX

Track incursion by Australian
GP fans sparks investigation

ans flood onto the track after the finish of the Australian Formula One Gra Prix at Albert Park in Melbourne, Sunday

fences and squeezing through
a gap in the barricades to get
onto the track emerged in the
aftermath of the race.

Race promotors faced the
stewards on Sunday night and

admitted to a charge of failing
to take adequate safety and se-
curity measures.

“All of this presented signifi-
cant danger to the spectators;
race officials and the drivers,”

stewards said in a statement.
The Australian Grand Prix
Corp. pledged to undertake
comprehensive reviews, inclu-
ding with Victoria state poli-
ce, and report back to FIA, the

sport’s world governing body,
by June 30. The incident was
also referred to the FIA World
Motor Sports Council for fur-
ther investigation to determine
what penalties will apply.
“We've got a lot of CCTV and
we've got a huge amount of foo-
tage we're going to have to pour
through over the next couple of
weeks,” Westacott said. “No-
body does anything malicious
at motorsport, it’'s an unbelie-
vably well-behaved crowd but
they, I think, had a degree of
confusion. We don’t know how
they got into the area without
the right level of authority.”
Westacott described it as an
“uncontrolled ingress of peo-
ple” and said they breached a
“very robust protocol.”
He said he hoped the track in-
cursion didn'’t lead to a ban on
fans being allowed onto the
track, in a controlled manner,
after future races are comple-
ted. MDT/AP
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Four people were seriously hurt in an overnight fire at a hos-
pital in Berlin, including a patient who sustained life-threate-
ning injuries, authorities said yesterday. A man was arrested on
suspicion of starting the blaze.

The fire on the third floor of the Klinikum am Urban in the
German capital was extinguished early yesterday morning, the
fire service said. Three patients and a nurse were seriously in-
jured, among them a patient who got stuck in an elevator and

whose life was in danger after inhaling smoke.

Forty people were evacuated as smoke spread through the
building.

Police said the blaze appears to have started when a 48-year-
-old man set fire to two hospital beds shortly after midnight. He
also tried to set a garbage can alight in a foyer, but firefighters
prevented him from doing so, they said in a statement. The sus-
pect was arrested.

REPORT REVEALS

US’ PIQUE AT HONG
KONG’'S PROGRESS IN
DISEMPOWERING

ITS PROXIES

In stating that the central authorities took new
actions in the period from March 2021 through
March 2022”directly threatening US interests in
Hong Kong”, the US State Department got to the
nub of its complaints in the 2023 Hong Kong Policy
Act Report released on Friday.

Those interests, as US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken outlined in his statement that day were
the dissent and the undermining of the human ri-
ghts and fundamental freedoms of people in Hong
Kong that the United States promoted with its su-
pport of radical elements in the special adminis-
trative region.

In attempting to discredit the successful practice
of “one country, two systems”, the SAR’s national
security law and Hong Kong’s new electoral sys-
tem, the US is continuing to meddle in Hong Kong
affairs, and slandering the rule of law, democracy,
freedom and human rights in Hong Kong in an at-
tempt to tarnish Hong Kong’s international appeal.

To begin with, the government of the US has no
grounds to evaluate “conditions” of Hong Kong, or
any other part of a foreign country, not to mention
hinting that other countries should dance to its
tune on Hong Kong.

The US practices relating to Hong Kong are gra-
ve violations of the principles of international law
and basic norms governing international rela-
tions, as a spokesperson for the Commissioner’s
Office of the Chinese Foreign Ministry in the SAR
said.

With patriots administering Hong Kong and the
introduction of a national security law in the SAR,
the space for Washington to interfere in China’s in-
ternal affairs has been squeezed and the juice of its
sour grapes flows through the report.

Otherwise the report would not have ignored the
positive changes the SAR has experienced during
the period it covers, particularly the institutional
causes behind the changes and their far-reaching
influences.

Over that period of time and beyond, the SAR has
witnessed a quick recovery from the social chaos
fueled by the US, the economic stagnation resul-
ting from this, and the US sanctions imposed on
Hong Kong, as well as the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Contrary to the US State Department’s claims, it
is the successful practice of “one country, two sys-
tems”, the national security law and Hong Kong’s
new electoral system that have restored peace and
public order in the SAR and put it back on the right
track for further prosperity.

By calling these progressive moves retrogressive,
the US government has made it crystal clear that
the “US interests” in the SAR conflict with those of
Hong Kong and Hong Kong people. As such, what
therest of the report supplies is essentially nothing
but a sequence of footnotes.

What the report makes clear is why the “pre-
sence” of the US in a country deserves vigilance.
As the report details in relation to Hong Kong, its
presence may take the form of proxies in various
fields, including, not coincidentally, the judicial,
administrative, educational and communication
organs that are the “pillars” of democracy, human
rights and security.

What China has done is to remove the US tumors
that had been growing in Hong Kong and streng-
thened its institutional resistance to any reappea-
rance.

MALAYSIA PARLIAMENT VOTES
TO SCRAP MANDATORY
DEATH SENTENCES

ALAYSIA'S  Parlia- Singh called the re-
ment yesterday forms a significant step
approved a bill that wou-  forward for Malaysia’s cri-
Id scrap mandatory death  minal justice system. He
penalties and limit capi- said 1,318 people are on
tal punishment to serious death row in the country,
crimes as part of wide- including 842 who have
-ranging reforms, brin- exhausted all avenues of
ging possible reprieves to  appeals. Most cases are
more than 1,300 prisoners  linked to drug trafficking.
on death row. Once the bill comes into
While the death sen- effect, prisoners will have
tence remains, courts will 90 days to file a review of
now be given the option their sentences but not
of imposing jail senten- their convictions, he said.
ces of up to 40
years, Deputy

Law Minister The reforms inCIUde count for more
Ramkarpal abolishing the death than 500 of tho-

Singh said.

Previously, penalty for some according to the

courts had no

choice but to Offenses that don't nalty Asia Ne-
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Germany Major oil-
producing countries
led by Saudi Arabia said
they're cutting supplies
of crude — again. This
time, the decision

was a surprise and is
underlining worries
about where the global
economy might be
headed. Russia is joining
in by extending its own
cuts for the rest of the
year. In theory, less oil
flowing to refineries
should mean higher
gasoline prices for
drivers and could boost
the inflation hitting

the U.S. and Europe.
And that may also help
Russia weather Western
sanctions over its
invasion of Ukraine at
the expense of the U.S.
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Switzerland The
attorney general's
office says it has
opened a probe into
the events surrounding

have the power to uphold
a death penalty after re-

viewing a prisoner’s sen- embattled bank Credit
tence. The bill needs to Suisse, which is to

be approved by the upper be taken over by rival
house and the king before UBS. Switzerland's
becoming law. government and

financial regulators
helped engineer the
hastily arranged, $3.25

Malaysia has a mora-
torium on hanging since

2018. The government billion agreement that
also proposed last year to was aimed in part to help
abolish mandatory death calm worries about the
penalties, but the move global financial system

and will leave the country

was scuppered after Par- A A
with a single huge global

liament was dissolved for a
general election.
Foreigners ac-

o
=
[=]
x
o
o
<

se on death row,

Anti-Death Pe-

mandate han- cagyse death that fall  ~o* UK Teachers i

ging as punish-

“Essentially, England rejected the

ment for a ran- under kid napping, we have now government's latest

ge of crimes

narrowed down pay offer yesterday,

including mur- terrorism and certain our death penal- raising the specter of

der, drug traffi- firearm crimes

cking, treason,

kidnapping

and acts of terror. “A review of this sen-
The reforms include tence reflects the gover-

abolishing the death pe- nment’s commitment

nalty for some offenses to always be open to re-
that don’t cause death that newing and improving
fall under kidnapping, ter-  legislation and justice in
rorism and certain firearm  this country,” SIngh said.
crimes, officials said. He stressed that courts still

more strikes and further
disruptions for parents
and children as double-

ty to only three
main groups of

offenses: mur- digit inflation sparks
der, drug trafficking and labor unrest across
treason,” said Dobby Chew the country. News that
of ADPAN. “This is a good teachers had voted to

reject the offer came as

first step forward. It brings
U.K. passport workers

Malaysia closer in line with A :

. . kicked off a five-week

1nternat10na1'standards fgr strike that threatens to

those countries that retain cause headaches for

the death penalty.” MDT/ travelers ahead of the
summer holiday season.



