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Japan’s defense chief this 
weekend ordered troops to 
activate missile interceptors 
and get ready to shoot 
down fragments from a 
North Korean satellite that 
may fall on the Japanese 
territory. North Korea’s 
leader Kim Jong Un said 
earlier this week that its 
first military spy satellite 
that will be launched at an 
unspecified date. North 
Korea has test-fired 
about 100 missiles since 
early last year, saying it 
was responding to joint 
U.S.-South Korean military 
drills that it calls an invasion 
rehearsal. Several of the 
missiles flew over Japan 
or landed off the northern 
Japanese coast.

Myanmar A top election 
official was fatally shot in his 
car in Yangon, the country’s 
commercial capital, in the 
latest attack attributed 
to militants opposed to 
military rule. Sai Kyaw Thu, 
deputy director-general 
of the military-appointed 
Union Election Commission, 
was shot multiple times on 
Saturday, according to the 
military’s information office. 
The information office 
yesterday said the attack 
was carried out by the 
People’s Defense Force, the 
loosely organized armed 
wing of the pro-democracy 
National Unity Government.

Indian police yesterday 
arrested a separatist leader 
who has revived calls for an 
independent Sikh homeland 
and the secession of India’s 
northern Punjab state, 
which has a history of 
violent insurgency. Amritpal 
Singh had been on the 
run since last month after 
capturing national attention 
in February, when hundreds 
of his supporters stormed 
a police station in Ajnala, a 
town in Punjab state, with 
wooden batons, swords and 
guns to demand the release 
of a jailed aide. Punjab state 
police tweeted yesterday 
that Singh was arrested in 
Moga, a town in the state.
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Ho Iat Seng reaffirmed the SAR’s autonomy, political freedom in his 
Portugal visit; says the city should remain as it is after 2049
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CYBERCRIME

AI-generated spam may soon be 
flooding your inbox -- and it will be 
personalized to be especially persuasive
JOHN LICATO
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

EACH day, messages from Ni-
gerian princes, peddlers of 

wonder drugs and promoters of 
can’t-miss investments choke 
email inboxes. Improvements to 
spam filters only seem to inspire 
new techniques to break through 
the protections.

Now, the arms race between 
spam blockers and spam senders 
is about to escalate with the emer-
gence of a new weapon: generati-
ve artificial intelligence. With re-
cent advances in AI made famous 
by ChatGPT, spammers could 
have new tools to evade filters, 
grab people’s attention and con-
vince them to click, buy or give up 
personal information.

As director of the Advancing 
Human and Machine Reasoning 
lab at the University of South Flo-
rida, I research the intersection 
of artificial intelligence, natural 
language processing and human 
reasoning. I have studied how AI 
can learn the individual preferen-
ces, beliefs and personality quirks 
of people.

This can be used to better un-
derstand how to interact with 
people, help them learn or provi-
de them with helpful suggestions. 
But this also means you shou-
ld brace for smarter spam that 
knows your weak spots – and can 
use them against you.

Spam, spam, spam

SO, WHAT IS SPAM?
Spam is defined as unsolici-

ted commercial emails sent by 
an unknown entity. The term is 
sometimes extended to text mes-
sages, direct messages on social 
media and fake reviews on pro-
ducts. Spammers want to nudge 
you toward action: buying some-
thing, clicking on phishing links, 
installing malware or changing 
views.

Spam is profitable. One email 
blast can make US$1,000 in only a 
few hours, costing spammers only 
a few dollars – excluding initial 
setup. An online pharmaceutical 
spam campaign might generate 
around $7,000 per day.

Legitimate advertisers also 

want to nudge you to action – 
buying their products, taking 
their surveys, signing up for news-
letters – but whereas a marketer 
email may link to an established 
company website and contain 
an unsubscribe option in accor-
dance with federal regulations, a 
spam email may not.

Spammers also lack access 
to mailing lists that users signed 
up for. Instead, spammers utilize 
counter-intuitive strategies such 
as the “Nigerian prince” scam, in 
which a Nigerian prince claims to 
need your help to unlock an ab-
surd amount of money, promising 
to reward you nicely. Savvy digital 
natives immediately dismiss such 
pleas, but the absurdity of the re-
quest may actually select for naïve-
té or advanced age, filtering for tho-
se most likely to fall for the scams.

Advances in AI, however, mean 
spammers might not have to rely 
on such hit-or-miss approaches. 
AI could allow them to target indi-
viduals and make their messages 
more persuasive based on easily 
accessible information, such as 
social media posts.

FUTURE OF SPAM
Chances are you’ve heard 

about the advances in genera-

tive large language models like 
ChatGPT. The task these genera-
tive LLMs perform is deceptively 
simple: given a text sequence, 
predict which token – think of 
this as a part of a word – comes 
next. Then, predict which token 
comes after that. And so on, over 
and over.

Somehow, training on that 
task alone, when done with 
enough text on a large enough 
LLM, seems to be enough to im-
bue these models with the ability 
to perform surprisingly well on a 
lot of other tasks.

Multiple ways to use the te-
chnology have already emerged, 
showcasing the technology’s abi-
lity to quickly adapt to, and learn 
about, individuals. For example, 
LLMs can write full emails in 
your writing style, given only a 
few examples of how you write. 
And there’s the classic example – 
now over a decade old – of Target 
figuring out a customer was preg-
nant before her father knew.

Spammers and marketers 
alike would benefit from being 
able to predict more about indi-
viduals with less data. Given your 
LinkedIn page, a few posts and a 
profile image or two, LLM-armed 
spammers might make reasona-

bly accurate guesses about your 
political leanings, marital status 
or life priorities.

Our research showed that 
LLMs could be used to predict 
which word an individual will say 
next with a degree of accuracy far 
surpassing other AI approaches, 
in a word-generation task called 
the semantic fluency task. We 
also showed that LLMs can take 
certain types of questions from 
tests of reasoning abilities and 
predict how people will respond 
to that question. This sugges-
ts that LLMs already have some 
knowledge of what typical hu-
man reasoning ability looks like.

If spammers make it past ini-
tial filters and get you to read an 
email, click a link or even engage 
in conversation, their ability to 
apply customized persuasion in-
creases dramatically. Here again, 
LLMs can change the game. Ear-
ly results suggest that LLMs can 
be used to argue persuasively on 
topics ranging from politics to 
public health policy.

GOOD FOR THE GANDER
AI, however, doesn’t favor one 

side or the other. Spam filters also 
should benefit from advances in 
AI, allowing them to erect new 

barriers to unwanted emails.
Spammers often try to trick 

filters with special characters, 
misspelled words or hidden text, 
relying on the human propensity 
to forgive small text anomalies – 
for example, “c1îck h.ere n0w.” 
But as AI gets better at unders-
tanding spam messages, filters 
could get better at identifying 
and blocking unwanted spam – 
and maybe even letting through 
wanted spam, such as marketing 
email you’ve explicitly signed up 
for. Imagine a filter that predicts 
whether you’d want to read an 
email before you even read it.

Despite growing concer-
ns about AI – as evidenced by 
Tesla, SpaceX and Twitter CEO 
Elon Musk, Apple founder Steve 
Wozniak and other tech leaders 
calling for a pause in AI develop-
ment – a lot of good could come 
from advances in the technology. 
AI can help us understand how 
weaknesses in human reasoning 
might be exploited by bad actors 
and come up with ways to coun-
ter malevolent activities.

All new technologies can result 
in both wonder and danger. The 
difference lies in who creates and 
controls the tools, and how they are 
used. MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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Ho Iat Seng meets with Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa

HO IAT SENG IN LISBON

CE reaffirms autonomy and differences 
between Macau and mainland cities
RENATO MARQUES

M
ACAU is different 
from the mainland 
cities and that dif-
ference is reflected 

in the autonomy and the liberties 
Macau citizens enjoy, the Chief 
Executive (CE), Ho Iat Seng, said 
Saturday in a media session in 
which he evaluated his Portu-
gal visit and responded to media 
questions.

“We cannot say that there is a 
lack of freedom, Macau is diffe-
rent from other [Chinese cities, 
and citizens] can scold the gover-
nment, criticize and have their 
own opinions,” Ho was cited as 
saying in a report by the Portugue-
se news agency, Lusa.

“We are not equated with any 
city in mainland China,” Ho ad-
ded, stressing that the respect for 
the “One Country, Two Systems” 
principle continues to grant au-
tonomy and political freedoms to 
Macau as well as to the other Spe-
cial Administrative Region (SAR), 
Hong Kong.

For the CE, this autonomy and 
political freedom allows, for ins-
tance, citizens to express their 
ideas and opinions freely as well 
as allow the media to exercise 
their freedom more broadly.

“[Although] some people may 
have the feeling that Macau does 
not differ much from the rest of 
China, we, as the government of 
Macau, will not comment upon 
nor criticize these opinions,” Ho 
was quoted saying by Lusa, ad-
ding that neither himself nor 
anyone on his behalf, including 
the Government Information Bu-
reau (GCS), has ever called any 

media outlet to tell them that they 
cannot write or report on any spe-
cific topic.

“You know very well that you 
were never limited, I, Ho Iat Seng, 
never called you to say that you 
cannot cover the news,” the CE 
said, reaffirming the existence of 
press freedom in Macau in the 
same way as it always occurred in 
the past.

Addressing also the topic of the 
Basic Law, Ho said that it has been 
in force and without problems 
in its application for the past 30 
years (since the promulgation), 
noting that in his opinion it is not 

likely to undergo many changes.
At the same encounter with the 

media Ho noted the importan-
ce of the first visit from a Macau 
delegation abroad to be precise 
to Portugal, a trip through which 
he said he “honored the profound 
and long-standing friendly ties 
between Macau and Portugal.”

The leader of the local gover-
nment noted that the two sides 
had seen growing cooperation in 
various areas and that he expects 
this cooperation to continue and 
become even stronger, reinfor-
cing Macau’s role as a commer-
cial and trade cooperation service 

platform between China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries.

The Portugal trip has been an 
opportunity to explain to people 
overseas the fresh development 
opportunities available in Macau 
under the new situation, aiming 
also to complement the city’s ove-
rall effort regarding appropriate 
economic diversification, the GCS 
noted in a press statement about 
the visit.

While in Lisbon, Ho had mee-
tings with, respectively, the Presi-
dent, the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Portuguese Republic; with the 
Ambassador of China to Portugal; 
and with the Mayor of Lisbon. The 
conclusion drawn from each of 
these meetings was that Macau 
and Portugal should continue to 
deepen their cooperation and ex-
plore new opportunities relating 
to economics and trade, innova-
tion in science and technology, 
healthcare and culture, GCS also 
stated.

The CE also revealed that he had 
invited Portugal’s Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs to visit Macau and to 
help host the seventh meeting of the 
Macau-Portugal Joint Committee.

In addition, Macau is also stri-
ving to organize, within this year 
or next year, an in-person edition 
of the Ministerial Meeting of the 
Forum for Economic and Trade 
Cooperation between China and 
Portuguese-speaking Countries, 
an event to which Ho also exten-
ded an invitation to the Portugue-
se government to send a delega-
tion to attend the meeting, which 
does not yet have a final date set.

Ho also remarked that the vi-
siting delegation, accompanied 
by local entrepreneurs, and offi-
cials and entrepreneurs from the 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, 
following the Lisbon stop, is being 
led by the Secretary for Economy 
and Finance, Lei Wai Nong, on 
a visit to Porto with Macau and 
Cooperation Zone investment 
opportunities on the agenda.

FORECASTING the poten-
tial changes to be enforced in 
future with the expiration of the 
Sino-Portuguese Joint Declara-
tion on December 19, 2049, the 
CE said that he does not expect 
many changes in comparison with 
the current times.
“A system that has proven to be 

good, we don’t need to change 
it. So we trust that after 50 years 
the system will remain,” he said, 
noting that he expects that Ma-
cau will continue, beyond 2049, to 
have a different degree of auton-
omy and lifestyle when compared 
to other cities or regions in the 
mainland.

Macau after 2049 
should remain as it is

Ho Iat Seng meets UNWTO to 
develop tourism in Macau 
STAFF REPORTER

CHIEF Executive Ho Iat Seng has met the se-
cretary-general of the World Tourism Organi-

zation (UNWTO), Zurab Pololikashvili, in Lisbon, 
to exchange views on issues including the upgrade 
of tourism cooperation between Macau and the 
UNWTO. 

The CE expressed his desire to expand sour-
ces of international tourists in Macau, sharing his 
hope UNWTO would give greater support to reach 
this objective.

“UNWTO had been helping Global Tourism 
Economy Forum (GTEF) to bring tourism minis-
ters from many overseas countries and regions to 
participate in the forum, making GTEF a well-k-
nown brand in the global tourism industry,” Ho 
said, adding that a “new memorandum of unders-
tanding between UNWTO and GTEF’s organizer 

would foster tourism business opportunities for 
Macau.”

For his part, Pololikashvili noted that Macau 
had a rich history and cultural heritage, which was 
an important factor for the success of GTEF.

“UNWTO already had an effective coopera-
tion mechanism with the MSAR government and 
looked forward to even stronger collaboration with 
Macau in terms of education for tourism profes-
sionals, and in the field of community tourism,” 
the UNWTO official.

Secretary for Economy and Finance and execu-
tive chairman of GTEF Lei Wai Nong, who was also 
at the meeting, remarked that “elevated collabo-
ration between UNWTO and GTEF would further 
contribute to the long-term sustainable develo-
pment of the tourism sector globally, and related 
industries, as well as promoting the diversified de-
velopment of Macau’s economy.”
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Man arrested for 
alleged sexual abuse 
of daughter 

A 68-year-old resident has been 
arrested for allegedly sexually 
abusing his six-year-old daughter, 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) has advised.  
The senior citizen reportedly 
physically punished his daughter 
several times, causing injuries to the 
girl which were noticed by teachers 
at school. According to the PJ, since 
2022, the man has tried to sexually 
assault his daughter several times 
when his wife was at work.  The child 
was silent about her father’s alleged 
offences. The suspect refused to 
cooperate during the investigation.

29 million trips 
from SARs, Taiwan 
made in China

More than 65 million entry and exit 
trips were made in China in the 
first quarter of this year, according 
to data provided by National 
Immigration Administration (NIA). 
Of the 60.6 million people who made 
entry and exit trips, 32.4 million are 
mainland residents, 29.5 million 
are residents from Hong Kong, 
Macau and Taiwan, and 3.2 million 
are foreign nationals. Meanwhile, 
the country’s immigration agencies 
issued more than 5.12 million 
ordinary passports, 19.14 million 
entry-exit documents to and from 
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, and 
accepted 604,000 passes from 
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan 
residents to and from the mainland. 

Cebu Pacific to 
launch three weekly 
MFM-CRK flights 

Philippine carrier Cebu Pacific said 
Friday it will launch three-times-
weekly flights to Macau from Clark 
on April 28. The budget airline 
has increased its frequency and 
launched new flights from Clark 
to re-establish it as an important 
gateway for local and international 
travelers. The carrier will also launch 
daily flights of the Hong Kong-Clark 
route from April 26, daily flights to 
Singapore on April 28 and four-times 
weekly flights to Taipei on April 29.

Macau celebrates 
World Table 
Tennis Day

World-leading table tennis players 
who competed in the WTT 
Champions Macao 2023 participated 
in a related promotional activity 
yesterday at Ruins of St. Paul. Since 
the inaugural WTT event in Macau 
in 2020, this international table 
tennis event is being held in the city 
for the fourth year, with the 2023 
theme being “Think Sustainably, 
Act Now.” It has an aim to highlight 
the need of the International Table 
Tennis Federation to promote 
sustainable development. According 
to an official statement, Macau 
“will continue to optimize training 
conditions and environment for 
athletes, actively coordinate and 
support sports associations.”

GAMING

Junkets only allowed giving 
credit to gamblers under 
contract with concessionaires

USJ holds city-wide poetry contest

EDUCATION
IFTM to up slots to 650 in upcoming academic year

STAFF REPORTER

THE University of 
Saint Joseph (USJ) 

has co-organized a con-
test to promote English 
language literacy and 
foster creativity among 
local youth through poe-
try.

Open to all public or 
private elementary, se-
condary and university 

STAFF REPORTER

THE Macao Institute 
for Tourism Studies 

(IFTM) has increased its 
2023/2024 intake by arou-
nd 13%, implying around 
650 seats will be available 
across different levels.

Speaking to the press 
on the sidelines of IFTM’s 
Open Day yesterday, 
Fanny Vong, IFTM presi-
dent, said that although 
there are aims to reach out 
to the mainland and inter-
national market, as a pu-
blic higher institution, she 
deems that the priority is 
to “meet local demand.”

“We remain at the ser-

students across the re-
gion, this year’s theme 
was “A Pocketful of Effer-
vescence in the Greater 
Bay Area.”

USJ received over 
700 submissions from 
37 schools and univer-
sities, with only 40 ori-
ginal poems selected 
to enter the recital con-
test, including 15 in the 
elementary school ca-

vice of the local commu-
nity, first of all, we satisfy 
local needs and then with 
the available resources 
left, we’ll reach out to 
other markets, mainly the 

tegory, 15 in the secon-
dary category and 10 in 
the university category.

All of the submit-
ted written works were 
evaluated based on their 
relevance, creativity and 
originality, coherence of 
form and structure, and 
clarity of imagery and 
language.

The contest was co-or-
ganized with the Macao 

mainland market [which] 
is a [vast] one,” said Vong.

“But we also do a lot of 
promotion in [the] inter-
national market. We hope 
to expand the mainland 

Youth Greater Bay Area 
Development Associa-
tion, where the final rou-
nd of the contest followed 
by awards ceremony was 
held Saturday at USJ Ilha 
Verde Campus.

The winners of this se-
cond edition are Chan Ay 
Ren for the elementary 
category, Matilde Neves 
dos Santos Augusto for 
the secondary category 

and international market 
in general after satisfying 
local needs,” the scholar 
added. 

Meanwhile, to keep 
up with the government’s 
Tourism+ strategies, 
Vong said that IFTM’s fu-
ture program offerings 
will have an emphasis 
on combining traditio-
nal tourism knowledge 
with technology. In the 
last academic year, IFTM 
launched a new Masters 
program in smart tech-
nologies for hospitals and 
tourism. This coming 
2023/2024 academic year, 
the institute aims to lau-
nch a Masters program 

and Alexandre Lebel for 
the university category. 

A total of nine cash 
prizes worth 19,000 pa-
tacas were given to the 
champion, first runner-
-up, and second runner-
-up of each category.

Next year’s contest will 
be under the theme of 
“Macao – the garden of 
life” with subcategories 
“Beauty in the eye of the 
beholder,” “Wisdom of 
the ages,” and “Emotions 
running over.”

in digital marketing and 
analytics.

“In the future you 
will see us moving more 
towards the direction of 
Tourism+, especially Tou-
rism+ technology.”

With approximately 
400 students graduating 
this summer, the presi-
dent is confident in the 
students’ skills, and noted 
that they are ready to fill 
the demand in the hotel 
sector.

Before the pandemic, 
the institute achieved an 
employment rate of over 
90%, with students able to 
find jobs within six mon-
ths, Vong said. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE gaming promoters, also 
called “junkets,” will only 

be able to grant credit to gam-
blers to play in the local casinos 
if such promoters have a formal 
contract with the concessionaire 
allowing such an activity, as sta-
ted by a new law proposal.

This is the most relevant 
change within the proposal, dis-
cussion of which has concluded 
in the Executive Council (ExCo), 
with the proposal now to be sent 
to the Legislative Assembly (AL) 
to be addressed by lawmakers, 
the ExCo announced last Friday 
during a press conference.

The bill also includes several 
changes and updates to the cur-
rent regime, namely correcting 
the designations and status of 
the concessionaires according 
to the current situation in which 

there are six formal concessions 
and no sub-concessions (as be-
fore), a situation that has not 
been reflected in the law regula-
ting the credit for casino games.

Some new changes are also 
proposed to the sanction’s regi-
me of the new law for the cases 
in which any of the operators fail 
to comply with the rules. Howe-
ver, for the time being, the gover-
nment does not wish to disclose 
the details of the penalties and 
sanctions to be applied, leaving 
such debate to the legislators.

At the same press conference, 
the Secretary for Administration 
and Justice and spokesperson 
of the ExCo, André Cheong, also 
said that the government plans 
to present an amendment to the 
current law on illegal gambling 
activities this year.

Questioned as to whether 
these amendments are related 

to the cases recently tried at the 
local courts involving two of the 
most prominent junket com-
panies (Suncity Group and Tak 

Chun Group), Cheong said that 
these cases were not relevant to 
the law amendment that was al-
ready planned to take place.
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Inflation up 0.86%

The composite consumer price 
index (CPI) grew 0.86% year-
on-year to 104.28 in March. The 
latest report from the Statistics 
and Census Service attributed 
the increase to higher charges 
for dining out, rising wages of 
domestic helpers and increased 
tuition fees, as well as dearer 
fruit prices and hotel room rates. 
However, the rise was partially 
offset by lower rentals for 
dwellings and reduced airfares. 
For the 12 months ending March, 
the average composite CPI 
increased 1% from the previous 
period. The average composite 
CPI for the first quarter went up 
by 0.80% year-on-year.  

Lisbon art 
exhibition features 
Macau artists 

The exhibition “Journeys of 
Light: Macao Landscape 
Watercolours from the Macao 
Museum of Art Collection” was 
inaugurated in Lisbon, Portugal 
last week, featuring 50 landscape 
watercolours by 17 Macau artists 
from the collection of the Macao 
Museum of Art. The exhibition 
presents development of local 
watercolors since the 1970s 
from different perspectives and 
the city’surban landscapes and 
residents’ lives. It will run until Aug. 
11 and is open from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at the Macau Scientific 
Cultural Center in Lisbon.

Reservatório 
Park footbridge 
passage to 
temporarily close

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) will temporarily close the 
footbridge for passage between 
Reservatório Park and Avenida 
da Ponte da Amizade from April 
28. The public is advised to be 
mindful of this arrangement and 
use alternative road-crossing 
facilities to reach Reservatório 
Park. The government will carry 
out construction works to build a 
flyover of connection bridge (A2) 
from Zone A to Macau Peninsula, 
which are estimated to be 
completed by October 2024. 

IC calls for Art 
Macao participants

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
is calling for exhibition proposals 
of the “Art Macao 2023” Local 
Curatorial Project until May 
24. Themed “The Statistics of 
Fortune,” this edition aims to 
explore the correlation between 
science and religion through 
artworks. The “Local Curatorial 
Project” is one of the key projects 
of the city’s mega art event, 
with the aim of providing an 
open and diversified exchange 
platform. Each selected team 
will be awarded a subsidy to 
the maximum amount of 
MOP500,000 for the production 
of the exhibition.

TAK CHUN TRIAL

Junket kingpin Levo Chan 
sentenced to 14 years; defendants 
ordered to pay HKD780m
LYNZY VALLES

F
ORMER Tak Chun boss 
Levo Chan was senten-
ced to 14 years’ impri-
sonment Friday for ille-

gal gambling and gang crimes 
by the Court of First Instance.

The high-profile  arrest and 
prosecution of the junket kin-
gpin comes three months after 
the court arrested junket mogul 
Alvin Chau, coinciding with Chi-
na’s intensified crackdown on 
junket operators bringing high-
-rollers from the mainland.

A panel of Macau judges 
convicted Chan on 34 counts, 
including unlawful gambling, 
running criminal syndicates, 
fraud as well as money launde-
ring, and sentenced him to 14 
years in prison.

On Friday, four other defen-
dants in the case were also sen-
tenced to years in prison: two 
were sentenced to prison terms 
of 10 years, one for 11 years and 
the other seven years for gang 
crimes and fraud.

The defendants, including 
the former junket boss, have 
been ordered to pay HKD575.2 
million to the SAR government, 
and about HKD204.5 million to 
gaming operators.

Late last year, concessionai-
res sought damages from Chan 
and other defendants, claiming 
to have lost revenue due to Tak 
Chun allegedly allowing under-
-the-table betting at their VIP 
rooms.

These were “multiplier bets,” 
private wagers that involved Tak 
Chun multiplying the stakes on 
“official” bets placed at Macau’s 
casinos. They were settled later, 
tax-free, according to prosecu-
tors.

Chan was estimated to have 
earned USD200 million from 
these bets on a total outlay of 
USD4.5 billion while denying 
the government USD62 million 
in tax revenue.

Meanwhile, the remainder of 
the nine defendants in the case 
were acquitted due to insuffi-
cient evidence.

In January 2022, the Judiciary 
Police announced the arrest of 

two local men, including Chan, 
who were suspected of being in-
volved in criminal groups, illegal 
gambling operations and mo-
ney laundering. 

In his closing statement last 
month, Chan said that Tak Chun 
had played a role in contributing 
to Macau’s economic and social 
development, denying accusa-
tions of a criminal syndicate and 
triad gang.

However, Prosecutor Coordi-
nator Tam I Kuan emphasized 
that through the court hearings, 
she considered the accusations 
to be “highly justified.” 

Also,  according to the pro-
secutor, despite positioning to 

pitch gamblers for the six casino 
operators, Tak Chun “violated” 
the contract and caused loss to 
the government through paral-
lel gambling. This has also led to 
erroneous reports of gross gam-
bling revenue due to unreliable 
turnover reported to the casino 
operators.

Meanwhile, Chan had  plan-
ned to flee to Taiwan, a court 
heard in February. According to 
the court, he was preparing to 
start a new life in Taiwan, whi-
ch does not have an extradition 
treaty with Macau or China. 
Documents have been uncove-
red showing he had applied for 
Taiwanese residency. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Civil Protection 
Operation Center 

(COPC) has announced a 
new hotline dedicated to 
assisting citizens in civil 
protection-related inci-
dents – 113 – will become 
operational on May 1.

The announcement 
was made on the sidelines 
of the civil protection ma-
jor drill “Crystal Fish 2023” 
which, as usual, tested the 
operationality of all the 
forces and departmen-
ts for incidents related to 
the incidence of a severe 

typhoon.
The COPC also said that 

the new hotline, “113,” has 
also seen phone commu-
nication expanded with 24 
lines now available at the 
same time.

The drill, which took 
place Saturday, simulated 
a wide range of situations 
such as the transference of 
injured people, traffic acci-
dents, and the fall of heavy 
objects, trees and debris, 
among others.

One of the main foci was 
also to test the operationa-
lity of the evacuation of 
residents from low-laying 

areas, in the event of an ex-
pected severe storm surge 
with serious flooding.

Several other types of 
incidents such as a fire on 
board a ship and search 
and rescue operations for 
people in cases of landsli-
des were other situations 
put to the test.

At the end of the drill, 
the Secretary for Security, 
Wong Sio Chak, said that 
the drill went as expected 
and resulted in positive ef-
fects for both training and 
coordination of activities 
and interdepartmental 
cooperation.

COPC announces new hotline ‘113’

Crystal Fish 2023 typhoon drill

USJ holds city-wide poetry contest
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IC2 promotes sustainable 
living in World Earth Day

Catering and 
Retail Revenue 
Increased 22.6% 
STAFF REPORTER

REVENUE from all 
categories of restau-

rants and similar estab-
lishments interviewed 
increased in February 
compared to last year, 
with the most significant 
increase (64.1%) seen in 
Western-style restauran-
ts. There was a year-on-
-year increase in revenue 
of 22.6% in restaurants 
and similar establish-
ments in February, while 
that figure for retailers 
was 7%, according to 
data from the Statisti-
cs and Census Service 
(DSEC).

Among interviewed 
retailers, the revenue of 
cosmetics and sanitary 
products and leather 
goods both increased by 
more than 20%, while 
department stores saw a 
10.7% decrease.

A month-on-month 
shrinking of 23.8% was 
recorded for surveyed 
Chinese restaurants in 

February, while the data 
for Western style res-
taurants showed a 3.4% 
growth compared to Ja-
nuary, when the Lunar 
New Year took place. 
Restaurants and similar 
establishments and re-
tail trade both saw reve-
nue drop by more than 
15%, of which adult clo-
thing and supermarkets 
both fell by more than 
30%.

Around 30% of res-
taurants and similar 
establishments and re-
tailers expected revenue 
in March to drop com-
pared to February, while 
more than 20% in both 
industries were more 
optimistic. 

As the index indica-
ted, surveyed restauran-
ts and similar establish-
ments showed slightly 
lower confidence in their 
business performance 
in March compared to 
February, while inter-
viewed retailers showed 
opposing expectations.

STAFF REPORTER

FOR the third consecuti-
ve year in Macau, local 

NGO Macau IC2 Associa-
tion hosted the World Earth 
Day on April 22, themed this 
year “IC2 Invests In Our Pla-
net,” promoting a low-car-
bon lifestyle and sustainab-
le practices for environmen-
tal protection.

The event reminded its 
audience of the importance 
of investing in the planet, 
with numerous educational 
activities set up to engage 
and involve the community, 
including a Pickleball game 
demonstration, a fashion 
show featuring recycled ma-
terials that turned into clo-
thes, and a harmony choir 
with sign language.

The occasion was highli-
ghted by its signature tree-
-planting ceremony featu-
ring the Osmanthus Fra-
grans tree, which will join 
the previously planted trees 
of the past two years.

“In 2023, we will conti-
nue to carry out today’s Ear-
th Day activities regardless 

of the weather, and do our 
part to protect the earth.” 
Luis Leong, IC2 president, 
said, while the Secretary of 
the Society of Food & Envi-
ronmental Health (SFEH) 
Cecillia U added, “As this is 
the second year we support 
this event, we want to take 
this opportunity to rein-
force that food is the single 
strongest lever to optimize 

human health and envi-
ronmental sustainability on 
Earth.”

Meanwhile, general ma-
nager of Artyzen Grand 
Lapa Macau Rutger Vers-
churen expressed his hope 
that the event will “inspire 
people to think about the 
impact of their actions on 
the planet and make small 
changes in their daily lives 

to reduce their carbon foo-
tprint.” 

With over 150 participan-
ts, the event shone a spotli-
ght on sustainable practices 
and environmental protec-
tion policies not just in Ma-
cau but also in the Greater 
Bay Area and beyond.

*Macau Daily Times is the official 
media partner of the event.
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ECONOMY

German government, 
unions reach pay deal 
for public workers

F&B
Bud Light exec takes 
leave after boycott 
calls, reports say
THE marketing executive 

who oversaw a partner-
ship between Bud Light and 
a transgender influencer is 
taking a leave of absence af-
ter it snowballed into cries 
for boycotts from some an-
gry customers, according to 
media reports.

Alissa Heinerscheid, Bud 
Light’s vice president of 
marketing, will be replaced 
by Todd Allen, most recently 
global vice president of Bu-
dweiser, according to repor-
ts from Beer Business Daily 
and Ad Age.

A spokesperson for Bud 
Light’s parent company, 
Anheuser-Busch InBev, on 
Saturday did not directly 
confirm the leave of ab-
sence but said Allen as vice 
president of Bud Light will 
report directly to Benoit 
Garbe, U.S. chief marketing 
officer. The company also 
made streamlining chan-
ges so that its most senior 
marketers are more closely 
connected to all of its brand 
activities.

The partnership between 
the blue-emblazoned beer 
brand and Dylan Mulvaney, 
who has more than 10.8 

million followers on social 
media, hit the internet on 
April 1. That’s when Mul-
vaney posted a video on 
Instagram showing herself 
cracking open a can of Bud 
Light, one with the hashtag 
#budlightpartner.

Companies have broade-
ned efforts to attract custo-
mers and employees across 
racial, cultural and other 
lines as the country conti-
nues to diversify. In many 
cases, their own sharehol-
ders have pushed them to 
become more inclusive in 
hopes of improved returns.

Earlier this month, Bud 
Light said, “Anheuser-Busch 
works with hundreds of in-
fluencers across our brands 
as one of many ways to au-
thentically connect with au-
diences across various de-
mographics.”

But the Bud Light-Mul-
vaney partnership quickly 
brought an onslaught of 
criticism from people who 
said they’re angry about 
the world going “woke.” 
Musician Kid Rock posted 
a video of himself shooting 
cans of Bud Light with a ri-
fle. MDT/AP

G
ERMAN government of-
ficials and labor unions 
have reached a pay 
deal for more than 2.5 

million public-sector workers, 
ending a lengthy dispute and hea-
ding off the possibility of disrupti-
ve all-out strikes.

The ver.di union had pressed 
for hefty raises as Germany, like 
many other countries, grapples 
with high inflation. Interior Mi-
nister Nancy Faeser said as the 
deal was announced around last 
night that “we accommodated the 
unions as far as we could respon-
sibly do in a difficult budget situa-
tion.”

The deal entails tax-free one-ti-
me payments totaling 3,000 euros 
($3,300) per employee, with the 
first 1,240 euros coming in June 
and monthly payments of 220 
euros following until February. In 
March, regular monthly pay for 
all will be increased by 200 eu-
ros, followed by a salary increase 
of 5.5% — with a minimum raise 
of 340 euros per month assured. 
The deal runs through to the end 
of 2024.

Ver.di originally sought a one-
-year deal with a raise of 10.5%. 
The deal was reached on the basis 
of a proposal by arbitrators who 
were called in after talks broke 
down last month.

Ver.di chair Frank Werneke 
said that “we went to our pain 
threshold with the decision to 
make this compromise.” He said 

that the raises in regular pay next 
year will amount to an increase 
of over 11% for most employees 
of federal and municipal govern-
ments.

The union has staged frequent 
walkouts over recent months to 
underline its demands, with local 
transport, hospitals and other pu-
blic services hit.

Germany’s annual inflation 
rate has declined from the levels 
it reached late last year but is still 
high. It stood at 7.4% in March.

The past few months have seen 
plenty of other tense pay nego-
tiations in Europe’s biggest eco-
nomy, some of which have yet to 
be concluded. In a joint show of 
strength, ver.di and the EVG union 
— which represents many railway 

workers — staged a one-day strike 
last month that paralyzed much of 
the country’s transport network.

EVG, whose members walked 
off the job again on Friday, is 
seeking a 12% raise and has rejec-
ted the idea of negotiating a deal 
based on the arbitration propo-
sal that helped resolve the public 
workers’ dispute. The next round 
of talks is set for Tuesday.

And ver.di is still in a dispute 
with Germany’s airport securi-
ty companies association over 
pay and conditions for security 
staff. In the latest of a string of 
walkouts, it has called on securi-
ty workers at Berlin Airport to 
walk out on Monday. The airport 
says there will no departures all 
day. MDT/AP

Frank Werneke, chairman of the trade union 

CORPORATE BITS

Wynn recently participated 
in the “Experience Macao Un-
limited – Macao Promotion 
in Lisbon” themed roadshow, 
held in Commerce Square in 
Portugal.

The gaming operator said it 

Sands  Resorts Macao par-
ticipated in the ‘Experience 
Macao Unlimited – Macao 
Promotion in Lisbon’ tourism 
promotion event from April 
15 to 22 in Lisbon, Portugal.

Organized by the local go-
vernment, the event show-

Wynn pledges to boost Sino-Portuguese cooperation Sands promotes city’s offerings in Lisbon
“Wynn will continue to be 

involved in Sino-Portuguese 
friendly cooperation and ex-
changes activities, promoting 
interaction in tourism, catering, 
cultural activities, and youth 
development, and strengthe-
ning cooperation with Portu-
guese companies in tourism 
and four major industries,” 
Wynn said in a statement.

“It will also contribute to 
explore more collaborative 
opportunities and help de-
velop the four key industries 
including Big Health, modern 
finance, high-end technolo-
gy, convention and exhibition 
trade, and culture and sport, 
fostering Macau’s economic 
appropriate diversification,” it 
added.

Unlimited – Macao Exhibition 
in Lisbon’, Sands Resorts Ma-
cao’s booth takes inspiration 
from the most iconic Portu-
guese-style architecture in 
Macau.

Hotel packages are also 
on offer during the event, 
drawing guests from Portugal 
to visit Sands Resorts Macao 
and create brand new holiday 
experiences in a city known 
for its vibrant mix of cultures.

Wilfred Wong,  president 
of Sands China Ltd., said: 
“Through multiple activities 
and channels, we aim to raise 
Macao’s profile, arouse cus-
tomer interest in Macau as 
a leading travel destination, 
and tap the potential of the 
Portuguese market.”

“took this opportunity to help 
advance the Macau SAR go-
vernment’s “1+4” appropria-
te diversification strategy to 
enhance the business envi-
ronment and overall compe-
titiveness.”

cases the latest develop-
ments in tourism, culture, 
economy and trade among 
other areas, and represents 
Macau’s first in-person tou-
rism promotion in Europe 
post pandemic. 

At  the ‘Experience Macao 
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Lawmakers in a new House select committee on China from left, Rep. Jake Auchincloss, D-Mass., Rep. Haley Stevens, D-Mich., committee Chairman Rep. Mike Gallagher, 
R-Wis., and Rep. Carlos Gimenez, R-Fla., gather for a tabletop war game exercise in the House Ways and Means Committee room, last week

DIRE STRAIT

Lawmakers war-game conflict 
with China, hoping to deter one
ELLEN KNICKMEYER, 
WASHINGTON

IT’S April 22, 2027, and 72 hours 
into a first-strike Chinese attack 

on Taiwan and the U.S. military 
response. Already, the toll on all 
sides is staggering.

It was a war game, but one 
with a serious purpose and high-
-profile players: members of the 
House select committee on Chi-
na. The conflict unfolded on Risk 
board game-style tabletop maps 
and markers under a giant gold 
chandelier in the House Ways and 
Means Committee room.

The exercise explored Ameri-
can diplomatic, economic and 
military options if the United Sta-
tes and China were to reach the 
brink of war over Taiwan, a self-ru-
led island that Beijing claims as its 
own. The exercise played out one 
night last week and was observed 
by The Associated Press. It was 
part of the committee’s in-dep-
th review of U.S. policies toward 
China as lawmakers, especially 
in the Republican-led House, fo-
cus on tensions with President Xi 
Jinping’s government.

In the war game, Beijing’s mis-
siles and rockets cascade down on 
Taiwan and on U.S. forces as far 
away as Japan and Guam. Initial 
casualties include hundreds, pos-
sibly thousands, of U.S. troops. 
Taiwan’s and China’s losses are 
even higher.

Discouragingly for Washing-
ton, alarmed and alienated allies 
in the war game leave Americans 
to fight almost entirely alone in 
support of Taiwan.

And forget about a U.S. hotline 
call to Xi or one of his top gene-
rals to calm things down — not 

happening, at least not under this 
role-playing scenario.

The war game wasn’t about 
planning a war, lawmakers said. 
It was about figuring out how to 
strengthen U.S. deterrence, to 
keep a war involving the U.S., Chi-
na and Taiwan from ever starting.

Ideally, the members of Con-
gress would walk out of the war 
game with two convictions, the 
committee chairman, Rep. Mike 
Gallagher, R-Wis., told colleagues 
at the outset: “One is a sense of 
urgency.”

The second: “A sense ... that 
there are meaningful 
things we can do in 
this Congress throu-
gh legislative action to 
improve the prospect 
of peace and stabili-
ty across the Taiwan 
Strait,” Gallagher said.

In reality, Rep. Raja 
Krishnamoorthi, the 
committee’s top Demo-
crat, told lawmakers, 
“we cannot have a si-
tuation where we are 
faced with what we are 
going to be facing toni-
ght.”

The “only way to do that is to 
deter aggression and to prevent a 
conflict from arising,” said Krish-
namoorthi, D-Ill.

The U.S. doesn’t formally re-
cognize the Taiwan government 
but is Taipei’s most vital provider 
of weapons and other security as-
sistance. Xi has directed his mili-
tary to be ready to reclaim Taiwan 
in 2027, by force if necessary.

Asked about lawmakers’ war 
game, Liu Pengyu, spokesperson 
for the Chinese Embassy, said 
China wants peaceful reunifi-

cation with Taiwan but reserves 
“the option of taking all necessary 
measures.”

“The U.S. side’s so-called ‘war 
game’ is meant to support and 
embolden ‘Taiwan independence’ 
separatists and further fuel ten-
sions in the Taiwan Strait, which 
we firmly oppose,” Liu said.

In the war game, lawmakers 
played the blue team, in the role 
of National Security Council ad-
visers. Their directive from their 
(imaginary) president: Deter a 
Chinese takeover of Taiwan if pos-
sible, defeat it if not.

Experts for the Center for a New 
American Security think tank, 
whose research includes war-ga-
ming possible conflicts using rea-
listic scenarios and unclassified 
information, played the red team.

In the exercise, it all kicks off 
with opposition lawmakers in 
Taiwan talking about indepen-
dence.

With the think tank’s defense 
program director Stacie Pettyjohn 
narrating, angry Chinese officials 
respond by heaping unacceptable 
demands on Taiwan. Meanwhi-
le, China’s military moves inva-

sion-capable forces into position. 
Steps such as bringing in blood 
supplies for treating troops sug-
gest this is no ordinary military 
exercise.

Ultimately, China imposes a de 
facto blockade on Taiwan, intole-
rable for an island that produces 
more than 60 percent of the wor-
ld’s semiconductors, as well as 
other high-tech gear.

While the U.S. military readies 
for a possible fight, U.S. presiden-
tial advisers — House committee 
members who are surrounding 
and studying the wooden ta-

bles with the map and 
troop markers spread 
out — assemble.

They lob questions 
at a retired general, 
Mike Holmes, playing 
the role of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff chair-
man, before deciding 
courses of action.

What are the eco-
nomic consequences 
if the U.S. goes ma-
ximalist on financial 
punishments, one 
lawmaker asks.

“Catastrophic” is the respon-
se, for both the United States and 
China. China will hit back at the 
U.S. economy as well.

“Who’s going to tell the presi-
dent that he has to say to the Ame-
rican people, ‘Say goodbye to your 
iPhones?”’ Rep. Ashley Hinson, 
R-Iowa, asks.

Do American leaders have any 
way to communicate with their 
Chinese counterparts, lawmakers 
ask. No, China’s leaders have a his-
tory of shunning U.S. hotline calls, 
and that’s a problem, the exercise 
leaders tell them.

In the war game, U.S. officials 
are left trying to pass messages to 
their Chinese counterparts throu-
gh China-based American busi-
ness leaders, whose Dell, Apple, 
HP and other product operations 
China all subsequently seizes as 
one of its first moves in the attack.

Are potential military targets 
in China “near major metropoli-
tan areas that are going to include 
millions and millions of people?” 
asks Rep. Mikie Sherrill, D-N.J.

Has Taiwan done all it can to 
try to calm the situation? All it can 
and will, lawmakers are told.

“It’s not clear to me we’ve 
exhausted all our diplomatic op-
tions,” Gallagher notes.

Then, on paper, U.S. and Chi-
nese satellites, space weapons, 
drones, submarines, ground for-
ces, warships, fighter squadrons, 
cyber warriors, communications 
experts, bankers, Treasury offi-
cials and diplomats all go to war.

At the end, before the lessons-
-learned part, the war-game ope-
rators reveal the toll of the first 
wave of fighting. Lawmakers stu-
dy the tabletop map, wincing as 
they hear of particularly hard se-
tbacks among U.S. successes.

U.S. stockpiles of very long-
-range missiles? Gone.

Global financial markets? 
Shaking.

U.S. allies? As it turns out, Chi-
na’s diplomats did their advan-
ce work to keep American allies 
on the sidelines. And anyway, it 
seems the all-out U.S. economic 
measures against China’s eco-
nomy have put allies off. They’re 
sitting this one out.

In the “hot-wash” debrief at the 
end, lawmakers point to a few key 
military weaknesses that the war 
game highlighted.

“Running out of long-missiles 
is bad,” said Rep. Dusty Johnson, 
R-S.D.

But the most glaring shortfalls 
appeared in diplomacy and in 
nonmilitary planning.

Becca Wasser, a think tank se-
nior fellow who role-played a con-
vincingly menacing Chinese offi-
cial, pointed to lawmakers’ recur-
ring frustration in the war game 
at the lack of direct, immediate 
leader-to-leader crisis communi-
cation. It’s something Beijing and 
Washington in the real world have 
never managed to consistently 
make happen.

“In peacetime, we should have 
those lines of communication,” 
Wasser said.

The exercise also underscored 
the risks of neglecting to put to-
gether a package of well-thought 
out economic penalties, and of 
failing to build consensus among 
allies, lawmakers said.

“As we get closer to 2027, 
they’re going to be trying to iso-
late us,” Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., 
said of Xi’s government.

Holmes, in the role of Joint 
Chiefs chairman, reassured 
lawmakers, after the first three 
days of fighting.

“We survived,” he said. MDT/AP

”The US side’s so-called 
‘war game’ is meant to 
support and embolden 
‘Taiwan independence’ 
separatists… which we 

firmly oppose.
LIU PENGYU 

CHINESE EMBASSY WASHINGTON



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 24.04.2023

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 9

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Foreign minister Qin Gang speaks during the forum titled Chinese Modernization and 
the World held at The Grand Halls in Shanghai

Foreign Minister Qin Gang (right) and Philippine Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Enrique Manalo shake hands prior to their bilateral meeting 

at a hotel in Manila

DIRE STRAIT

Taiwan, foreign supporters 
‘playing with fire’: Qin

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Chinese FM holds talks in Philippines amid strained ties
CHINA’S foreign mi-

nister said over the 
weekend his country is 
willing to work with the 
Philippines to resolve their 
differences, as tensions rise 
over Beijing’s behavior in 
the disputed South China 
Sea and Manila’s deeping 
military cooperation with 
the U.S.

Foreign Minister Qin 
Gang held talks in Manila 
with his Philippine coun-
terpart, Enrique Manalo, 
and was scheduled to meet 
with President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. just days before 
he travels to Washington for 
a meeting with President 
Joe Biden.

China has warned that a 

deepening security alliance 
between the United States 
and the Philippines should 
not harm its security and 
territorial interests and 

interfere in long-simme-
ring territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea. Bei-
jing has criticized a recent 
agreement by the Philippi-

nes and the U.S. to grant 
U.S. forces access to addi-
tional local military camps.

The deal allows Ameri-
can forces to establish mi-
litary staging grounds and 
surveillance outposts in 
the northern Philippines 
across the sea from Taiwan, 
which Beijing claims as its 
territory, and in provinces 
facing the South China 
Sea, which Beijing claims 
virtually in its entirety.

“We are willing to work 
together with Philippines 
to implement the consen-
sus of both leaders, keep 
China-Philippine ties in 
the right direction, safe-
guard the overall situa-
tion of our bilateral rela-

tionship, work together to 
continue our tradition of 
friendship, deepen mu-
tually beneficial coopera-
tion, and properly resolve 
our differences in the spirit 
of credibility, consultation, 
and dialogue,” Qin told re-
porters.

Manalo said he hoped 
the meeting will provide 
an opportunity to make 
“some headway in addres-
sing common issues and 
challenges.”

The Philippines has filed 
more than 200 diploma-
tic protests against China 
since last year, including at 
least 77 since Marcos took 
office in June. Most of the 
complaints refer to China’s 

assertive behavior in the 
South China Sea, including 
targeting a Philippine coast 
guard ship with a military-
-grade laser in February.

Washington lays no 
claims to the contested 
waters but has challenged 
Beijing’s extensive claims, 
including by deploying 
warships and fighter jets 
and repeatedly warning 
that it would help defend 
the Philippines — a treaty 
ally — if Philippine forces, 
ships and aircraft are atta-
cked. Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Taiwan also 
have overlapping claims in 
the seaway, which sits atop 
vast deposits of oil and gas. 
MDT/AP

C
HINA’S foreign minister 
warned Taiwan and its 
supporters last wek that 
they are “playing with 

fire” if they go against Beijing’s 
demand to exert control over the 
self-governing island democracy.

Qin Gang’s remarks came at 
the end of a speech espousing 
China’s contribution to the global 
economy and the interests of de-
veloping nations, in which he re-
peatedly praised Communist Par-
ty Secretary General Xi Jinping’s 
Global Security Initiative.

The concept is the latest of 
China’s moves to position its sin-
gle-party political system, with its 
claim to social stability and eco-
nomic growth, as an alternative 
to the Western liberal approach 
that largely defines international 
relations.

Toward the end of his speech 
in the financial hub of Shanghai, 
Qin turned to what China calls 
the “Taiwan problem.”

While China has taken a con-
sistently hard-line position on 
Taiwan, it has usually delega-
ted threatening statements to 
spokespeople or lower-lever di-
plomats speaking through news 
releases or in bilateral settings. 
Qin answers directly to the Poli-
tburo Standing Committee of the 
ruling Communist Party led by 
deeply nationalistic leader Xi, and 
his comments Friday reflected a 
harsher tone of Chinese language 
over the possibility of a military 
clash over Taiwan.

As a former chief spokesper-
son at the Foreign Ministry, Qin 
was a forerunner in taking Xi’s 
more confrontational approach 
toward relations with the United 
States, its Asian allies and Western 
democracies.

Countries from South Ko-
rea to Germany have recently 
spoken out against China’s threa-
ts against Taiwan, underscoring 
a war of words that teeters on 
the edge of outright conflict with 

recent Chinese military exerci-
ses surrounding Taiwan and the 
strengthening of U.S. alliances in 
Asia aimed at responding to Bei-
jing’s increased military presence.

The threat level toward Taiwan 
is difficult to rank, but U.S. offi-
cials have said China intends to 
be prepared to launch an invasion 
within the next decade. Qin’s com-
ments, while not unprecedented, 
gave higher visibility to the Chine-
se threats in front of an interna-

tional audience of the type China 
has sought to recruit as partners 
in business and development.

“The safeguarding of national 
sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty is beyond reproach,” Qin said.

“The Taiwan problem is at the 
core of China’s core interests,” he 
said. “We will never back down in 
the face of any act that undermi-
nes China’s sovereignty and se-
curity. Those who play with fire 
on the question of Taiwan will 
burn themselves.”

Such remarks are typically di-
rected at the island’s democrati-
cally elected government under 
Tsai Ing-wen and its most impor-
tant ally, the United States. Chi-
na considers Taiwan a part of its 
territory to be annexed by force if 
necessary.

Earlier in April, China held lar-
ge-scale air and sea drills in the 
areas surrounding Taiwan in re-
taliation for Tsai’s meeting with 
U.S. House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy on April 5 in California. Chi-
na said the exercises simulating 
an encirclement of Taiwan were 
intended as a “serious warning” 
to pro-independence politicians 
on the self-governing island and 
their foreign supporters.

China has stepped up its mi-
litary pressure and diplomatic 
isolation against Taiwan in recent 
years, sending fighter jets and 
navy vessels towards the island 
on a near-daily basis.

While Taiwan maintains of-
ficial diplomatic relations with 

just 13 sovereign states, it retains 
robust ties with most major na-
tions, including the U.S.

After former House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan in 
August, China sent more military 
vessels over the midline of the 
Taiwan Strait, an unofficial bou-
ndary that had been accepted for 
decades.

The heightened pace of mi-
litary activity and increasingly 
bellicose language have raised 
concerns about a possible con-
flict in one of the world’s most 
economically vital regions. 
Taiwan produces much of the 
world’s much-needed computer 
chips and the Taiwan Strait sepa-
rating the island from mainland 
China is one of the world’s busiest 
waterways.

Taiwan will elect a new leader 
and parliament in January, with 
China seen as heavily favoring 
the opposition Nationalist Party 
that backs political unification 
between the sides under terms 
yet to be defined. Most Taiwane-
se responding to surveys back the 
status quo of de facto indepen-
dence.

At a daily briefing Friday, Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin criticized recent com-
ments by South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol opposing any 
changes in the status quo across 
the Taiwan Strait.

Wang said that recent tensions 
are the responsibility of Taiwan’s 
government, which opposes Bei-
jing’s demand that it recognize 
China’s claim to the island.

“Taiwan independence can-
not coexist with peace and sta-
bility in the Taiwan region,” he 
said. “To maintain the situation 
in the Taiwan Strait and regional 
peace and tranquility, it is ne-
cessary to clearly oppose Taiwan 
independence and external in-
terference.” MDT/AP
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Dame Edna creator Barry 
Humphries dies in Sydney at 89

PACIFIC WAR

Explorers find Japanese ship sunk with over 1,000 Allied POWs

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

TONY Award-winning come-
dian Barry Humphries, inter-

nationally renowned for his garish 
stage persona Dame Edna Evera-
ge, a condescending and imper-
fectly-veiled snob whose evolving 
character has delighted audiences 
over seven decades, has died. He 
was 89.

His death in the Sydney hospi-
tal, where he spent several days 
with complications following hip 
surgery, was confirmed by his fa-
mily.

“He was completely himself 
until the very end, never losing his 
brilliant mind, his unique wit and 
generosity of spirit,” a family state-
ment said.

“With over 70 years on the stage, 
he was an entertainer to his core, 
touring up until the last year of his 
life and planning more shows that 
will sadly never be,” they added.

Humphries had lived in Lon-
don for decades and returned to 
native Australia in December for 
Christmas.

He told The Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper last month 
that his physiotherapy had been 
“agony” following his fall and hip 
replacement.

“It was the most ridiculous 
thing, like all domestic incidents 
are. I was reaching for a book, my 
foot got caught on a rug or some-
thing, and down I went,” Hum-
phries said of his fall.

Humphries has remained an 
active entertainer, touring Britain 
last year with his one-man show 
“The Man Behind the Mask.”

The character of Dame Edna 
began as a dowdy Mrs. Norm Eve-
rage, who first took to the stage in 
Humphries’ hometown of Mel-
bourne in the mid-1950s. She re-
flected a postwar suburban inertia 
and cultural blandness that Hum-
phries found stifling.

Edna is one of Humphries’ se-
veral enduring characters. The 
next most famous is Sir Les Pat-
terson, an ever-drunk, disheveled 
and lecherous Australian cultural 
attache.

Patterson reflected a perception 
of Australia as a Western cultural 
wasteland that drove Humphries 
along with many leading Austra-

lian intellectuals to London.
Humphries, a law school dro-

pout, found major success as an 
actor, writer and entertainer in 
Britain in the 1970s, but the Uni-
ted States was an ambition that he 
found stubbornly elusive.

A high point in the United Sta-
tes was a Tony Award in 2000 for 
his Broadway show “Dame Edna: 
The Royal Tour.”

Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese paid tribute to the 
celebrated comedian.

“For 89 years, Barry Humphries 
entertained us through a galaxy 
of personas, from Dame Edna to 
Sandy Stone,” Albanese tweeted, 

referring to the melancholic and 
rambling Stone, one of Hum-
phries most enduring characters. 
“But the brightest star in that ga-
laxy was always Barry. A great wit, 
satirist, writer and an absolute 
one-of-kind, he was both gifted 
and a gift.”

British comedian Ricky Gervais 
tweeted: “Farewell, Barry Hum-
phries, you comedy genius.”

Piers Morgan, British television 
personality, tweeted: “One of the 
funniest people I’ve ever met.”

“A wondrously intelligent, en-
tertaining, daring, provocative, 
mischievous comedy Genius,” 
Morgan added.

The multi-talented Humphries 
was also a respected character 
actor with many stage and screen 
credits, an author of novels and 
an autobiography, and an accom-
plished landscape painter.

John Barry Humphries was 
born in Melbourne on Feb. 17, 
1934. His parents were comforta-
ble, loving and strait-laced, and 
must have wondered about their 
eldest son, whom they called 
Sunny Sam. His mother used to 
tell him to stop drawing attention 
to himself.

Before he’d finished at the 
prestigious Melbourne Grammar 
School, Humphries was more in-
terested in art and secondhand 
bookshops than football. At 16, his 
favorite author was Kafka and later 
said he “felt a little foreign.”

He spent two years at Melbour-
ne University, where he embraced 
Dadaism -- the subversive, anar-
chic and absurdist European art 
movement.

His contributions included 
“Pus In Boots,” waterproof rubber 
boots filled with custard, and, 
on the performance art side, get-
ting on a tram with an apparently 
blind accomplice whom Hum-
phries would kick in the shins 
while yelling “Get out of my way, 
you disgusting blind person.”

In 1959, he settled in London 
and was soon working in Peter 
Cook’s comedy venue The Estab-
lishment. He played Sowerberry in 
the original London production of 
“Oliver!” in 1960 and repeated the 
role on Broadway. He appeared 
with Spike Milligan and William 
Rushton in “Treasure Island.”

Humphries, with New Zealand 
artist Nicholas Garland, created 
the Barry McKenzie comic strip 
for the satirical magazine Private 
Eye in 1964.

When the strips came out as a 
book, the Australian government 
banned it because it “relied on 
indecency for its humor.” Hum-
phries professed delight at the pu-
blicity and implored authorities 
not to lift the ban.

By then Humphries’ drinking 
was out of control. In Melbourne 
in late 1970, he was charged with 
being drunk and disorderly. He 
finally admitted himself to a hos-
pital specialising in alcoholism for 
the treatment that would turn him 
into a lifelong abstainer.

In 1972 came the first Barry 
McKenzie film — financially su-
pported by the Australian gover-
nment, despite the earlier ban. It 
was savaged by the critics, largely 
because they trembled at what the 
world’s first film to feature beer in-
duced vomiting would do to Aus-
tralia’s image overseas.

But it was a popular success 
and a sequel two years later inclu-
ded then Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam knighting Edna, who was 
McKenzie’s aunt.

Married four times, he is sur-
vived by his wife Lizzie Spender, 
four children and 10 grandchil-
dren. MDT/AP

This photo provided by the Australian War Memorial shows the Montevideo Maru

Australian TV presenter Barry Humphries performs on stage as Dame Edna for the 
Farewell Tour, at the London Palladium theatre on Nov. 13, 2013

A team of explorers an-
nounced it found a 

sunken Japanese ship that 
was transporting Allied pri-
soners of war when it was 
torpedoed off the coast of 
the Philippines in 1942, re-
sulting in Australia’s largest 
maritime wartime loss with 
a total of 1,080 lives.

The wreck of the Mon-
tevideo Maru was located 
after a 12-day search at a 
depth of over 4000 meter 
— deeper than the Titanic 
— off Luzon island in the 
South China Sea, using an 
autonomous underwater 
vehicle with in-built sonar.

There will be no efforts to 
remove artifacts or human 
remains out of respect for 
the families of those who 
died, said a statement this 
weekend from the Sydney-
-based Silentworld Founda-
tion, a not-for-profit dedi-
cated to maritime archaeo-
logy and history. It took part 
in the mission together with 
Dutch deep-sea survey spe-
cialists Fugro and Australia’s 
Defense Department.

“The extraordinary ef-
fort behind this discovery 
speaks for the enduring 
truth of Australia’s solemn 
national promise to always 

remember and honour tho-
se who served our country,” 
Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said. 
“This is the heart and the 
spirit of Lest We Forget.”

The Montevideo Maru 
was transporting prisoners 
and civilians who were cap-
tured after the fall of Rabaul 
in Papua New Guinea. The 
ship was not marked as car-
rying POWs, and on July 1, 
1942, the American subma-
rine Sturgeon, after stalking 
the ship through the night, 
fired four torpedoes, which 
found their target, sinking 
the vessel in less than 10 mi-

nutes.
Those killed included 

1,080 people from 14 na-
tions, including 979 Austra-
lians.

“Families waited years 

for news of their missing 
loved ones, before learning 
of the tragic outcome of the 
sinking,” said Silentworld 
director John Mullen. “Some 
never fully came to accept 

that their loved ones were 
among the victims. Today, by 
finding the vessel, we hope 
to bring closure to the many 
families devastated by this 
terrible disaster.” MDT/AP
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Governments race to rescue 
diplomats, citizens from Sudan
T

HE U.S. military airlifted 
embassy officials out of 
Sudan yesterday and in-
ternational governments 

raced to evacuate their diplomatic 
staff and citizens trapped in the 
capital as rival generals battled 
for control of Africa’s third-largest 
country for a ninth day.

Fighting raged in Omdurman, 
the city across the Nile from Su-
dan’s capital, Khartoum, residents 
reported. The violence came des-
pite a declared truce that was to 
coincide with the three-day Mus-
lim holiday of Eid al-Fitr.

“We did not see such a truce,” 
said Amin al-Tayed from his home 
near state television headquarters 
in Omdurman. He said heavy 
gunfire and thundering explo-
sions rocked the city. “The battles 
did not stop,” he said.

Thick black smoke filled the 
sky over Khartoum’s airport. The 
paramilitary group battling the 
Sudanese armed forces claimed 
the military unleashed airstrikes 
on the upscale neighborhood of 
Kafouri, north of Khartoum. The-
re was no immediate comment 
from the army.

After a week of bloody battles 

that hindered rescue efforts, U.S. 
special forces swiftly evacuated 
some 70 U.S. embassy staffers 
from Khartoum to an undisclosed 
location in Ethiopia early Sunday. 
Although American officials said it 
was still too dangerous to carry out 
a government-coordinated mass 
evacuation of private citizens, 
other countries scrambled to eva-
cuate their citizens and diplomats.

France, Greece and 
other European coun-
tries said yesterday 
they were organizing 
evacuations for em-
bassy employees and 
nationals, along with 
some citizens of allied 
countries. French Fo-
reign Ministry spokeswoman An-
ne-Claire Legendre said France 
was undertaking the operation 
with the help of European part-
ners.

The Greek foreign minister said 
the country had dispatched air-
craft and special forces to its ally, 
Egypt, in preparation for an eva-
cuation of 120 Greek and Cypriot 
nationals from Khartoum. Most 
of them have sought shelter in 
recent days at a Greek Orthodox 

cathedral in the capital, Nikos 
Dendias said.

The Netherlands sent two air 
force Hercules C-130 planes and 
an Airbus A330 to Jordan ahead 
of a possible rescue mission. “We 
deeply sympathize with the Dut-
ch in Sudan and will make every 
effort to evacuate people where 
and when possible,” said Defense 
Minister Kajsa Ollongren.

Italy has dispatched military 
jets to the Gulf of Aden nation of 
Djibouti to prepare for the eva-
cuation of 140 Italian nationals in 
Sudan, many of whom have alrea-
dy taken refuge in the embassy. 
Italian Foreign Minister Antonio 
Tajani said the ministry’s crisis 
unit was in touch with stranded 
citizens.

The fighting between the Suda-
nese armed forces and the power-
ful paramilitary group, known as 

the Rapid Support Forces, has tar-
geted and paralyzed the country’s 
main international airport, redu-
cing a number of civilian aircraft 
to ruins and gutting at least one 
runway. Other airports across the 
country have also been knocked 
out of operation.

Overland travel across areas 
contested by the warring parties 
has proven dangerous. Khartoum 

is some some 840 ki-
lometers (520 miles) 
from Port Sudan on 
the Red Sea.

But some coun-
tries have pressed 
ahead with the jour-
ney. Saudi Arabia on 
Saturday said the 

kingdom successfully evacuated 
157 people, including 91 Saudi 
nationals and citizens of other 
countries. Saudi state TV released 
footage of a large convoy of Saudis 
and other foreign nationals tra-
veling by car and bus from Khar-
toum to Port Sudan, where a navy 
ship then ferried the evacuees 
across the Red Sea to the Saudi 
port of Jeddah.

The power struggle between 
the Sudanese military, led by Gen. 

Abdel-Fattah Burhan, and the Ra-
pid Support Forces, led by Gen. 
Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo, 
has dealt a harsh blow to Sudan’s 
heady hopes for a democratic 
transition. More than 400 people, 
including 264 civilians, have been 
killed and more than 3,500 have 
been wounded in the fighting.

Hospitals say they are stru-
ggling to cope. Many dead and 
wounded have been stranded by 
the fighting, according to the Su-
dan Doctors’ Syndicate that mo-
nitors casualties, suggesting the 
death toll is probably far higher 
than what is publicly known.

The conflict has left millions 
of Sudanese stranded at home — 
hiding from explosions, gunfire 
and looting — without adequate 
electricity, food or water. Yester-
day, the country experienced a 
“near-total collapse” of internet 
connection and phone lines na-
tionwide, according to NetBlocks, 
an internet monitoring service.

“It’s possible that infrastructure 
has been damaged or sabotaged,” 
Alp Toker, director of Netblocks, 
said in an interview. “This will 
have a major effect on residents’ 
ability to stay safe and will impact 
the evacuation programs that are 
ongoing.”

Thousands of Sudanese have 
fled the combat in Khartoum and 
other hotspots, according to U.N. 
agencies. At least 20,000 people 
have abandoned their homes in 
the western region of Darfur for 
neighboring Chad. War is not new 
to Darfur, where ethnically moti-
vated violence has killed as many 
as 300,000 people since 2003. But 
Sudan is not used to such heavy 
fighting in its capital.

“The capital has become a 
ghost city,” said Atiya Abdalla 
Atiya, secretary of the Doc-
tors’Syndicate. “Half of the popu-
lation have fled and the rest are 
looking desperately for a way to 
get out of this hell.”

The fighting has also caught 
civilians — including foreign di-
plomats — in the crossfire. Fi-
ghters attacked a clearly marked 
U.S. Embassy convoy last week, 
and stormed the home of the Eu-
ropean Union ambassador to Su-
dan. Gunfire wounded an Egyp-
tian diplomat in Sudan, spokes-
man for Egypt’s Foreign Ministry 
Ahmed Abu Zaid, said yesterday, 
without offering further details.

The current explosion of vio-
lence came after Burhan and 
Dagalo fell out over a recent inter-
nationally brokered deal with de-
mocracy activists that was meant 
to incorporate the RSF into the 
military and eventually lead to ci-
vilian rule.

The rival generals rose to 
power in the tumultuous after-
math of popular uprisings that 
led to the ouster of Sudan’s longti-
me ruler, Omar al-Bashir, in 2019. 
Two years later, they joined forces 
to seize power in a coup that ous-
ted the civilian leaders and ope-
ned a troubled new chapter in the 
country’s history. MDT/AP

The country experienced 
a ‘near-total collapse’ of 
internet connection and 
phone lines nationwide
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A massive bomb has ripped through the heart 
of the City of London, killing one and injuring more 
than 40. 

The explosion shook buildings and shattered hun-
dreds of windows, sending glass showering down 
into the streets below. A mediaeval church, St Ethel-
burga’s, collapsed; another church and Liverpool 
Street underground station were also wrecked. 

The cost of repairing the damage has been esti-
mated at more than £1bn. 

Police had received coded warnings, but were still 
evacuating the area when the bomb went off. Most 
of those injured were security guards, builders and 
maintenance staff, and those who had come into 
their offices to work at the weekend. 

Police said the bomb was hidden in the back of a 
dark blue tipper truck, parked in Bishopsgate. 

It was home-made, with about a ton of fertiliser 
- similar to the bomb which devastated the Baltic 
Exchange a year ago, killing three people. 

Repairs to the Exchange had just been comple-
ted, and the building re-opened, when the same 
banks were damaged again by today’s blast. 

One of those injured, security guard Raymond 
Fayers, said, “We were all surprised that they picked 
the same hotspot again. Every night, virtually, we get 
some sort of scare, but we didn’t expect them to do 
it again in the same area.” 

The dead man was found under rubble during a 
five-hour search of debris near where the bomb 
went off. He has not yet been identified. 

Police say they are in no doubt that the bomb was 
planted by the IRA, although the organisation has 
not said it carried out the attack. 

The explosion comes just over a month after the 
Warrington bomb, which killed two children. The IRA 
expressed its regret after the outcry that followed. 

Commander David Tucker, of the Anti-Terrorist 
Squad, said, “We had hoped after the deaths in War-
rington that there would be some sort of turning 
point, but that seems to be not the case.” 

The area around the site of today’s blast remains 
sealed off, but the Lord Mayor of London has promi-
sed that the City will be back in business on Monday. 

Courtesy BBC News

1993 IRA bomb devastates
 	  City of London

In context

The dead man was later identified as 34-year-old 
Ed Henty, a freelance photographer working for 
the News of the World. He was married with two 
children. 
Directly after the explosion the government 
threw what it called a “ring of steel” around the 
City, with roadblocks in and out of the financial 
district. Security in the area remains high. 
The damage caused by the Bishopsgate bomb 
cost £350m to repair. The huge payouts by insur-
ance companies contributed to a crisis in the in-
dustry, including the near-collapse of the world’s 
leading insurance market, Lloyd’s of London. 
The IRA carried out one more major attack on 
London’s financial centre. In 1996, after a year-
long ceasefire, it planted a bomb in Canary Wharf 
in the Docklands area. Two died and many more 
were injured. 
A second ceasefire has held since 1997 and 
opened the way for the IRA’s political wing, Sinn 
Fein, to join multi-party talks on the future of 
Northern Ireland. 

this day in history
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Tourism booms in 
Jamaica after pandemic, 
overwhelms airport

demic.
Bartlett told Parliament 

later that day that there were 
1.18 million arrivals from Ja-
nuary through March — 94% 
more than the same period of 
2022 and a record high for Ja-
maica’s tourism high season.

“The recovery has been 
stronger than anticipated 
and everybody all over the 
world is having difficulty 
with their airports because … 
(many) of the workers have 
not come back,” Bartlett said.

He said authorities plan to 
spend more on technology as 
they strive to do away with 
paperwork at the airport, 
including ending a require-

liday honoring Israel’s foun-
ding in 1948, meant to be a 
display of national unity, has 
been marred by one of Israel’s 
gravest crises in its history. 
Plans by Netanyahu’s govern-
ment to weaken the Supreme 
Court have outraged Israelis 
who see it as an assault on 
their country’s system of che-
cks and balances and a threat 
to its very democracy.

“This is not about so-cal-
led judicial reform, it’s about 

ment for visitors to fill out a 
form upon arrival.

Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness said the problems 
at Sangster underscore the 
need to push through the $70 
million modernization and 
expansion project that alrea-
dy was underway.

The work is scheduled to 
be completed by 2025, and 
Honess said the improve-
ments at the Caribbean’s 
largest and busiest airport 
“will make Jamaica more 
attractive and make Jamai-
ca more competitive with 
other countries in the re-
gion, which have also in-
vested heavily in improving 

democracy,” said Sheila Katz, 
head of the National Council 
of Jewish Women, from the 
rally in central Tel Aviv — a 
sea of blue-and-white natio-
nal flags. “In order for your 
sacred courts to protect the 
rights of all people, they must 
remain independent from 
politics.”

Ahead of Israel’s memorial 
day on Tuesday, family mem-
bers of slain service mem-
bers held a candelight vigil 

their infrastructure.”
As part of the project, the 

runway is being lengthened 
at a cost of $34 million, work 
that is expected to be finished 
in June.

“We are excited about the 
prospects of Sangster being 
able to accommodate the-
se mega airlines that will be 
flying to Jamaica and the Ca-
ribbean,” Bartlett said during 
the AP interview last week.

He said the Tourism Mi-
nistry’s growth plan aims 
to have the island draw 5 
million visitors annually by 
2025. That would be a 35% 
increase from Jamaica’s peak 
of 3.7 million tourists in 2022.

Bartlett said Asian and Mi-
ddle Eastern countries are 
among new markets being 
targeted and the airport must 
be able to accommodate the 
larger aircraft that would be 
used on such long-haul fli-
ghts.

In 2019, before the pan-
demic, the airport processed 
4.7 million passengers, in-
cluding citizens and visitors. 
The number of tourists to Ja-
maica peaked at 3.7 million 
in 2022, 70% of whom used 
the Sangster gateway.

Sangster is managed by 
MBJ Airports Ltd., a consor-
tium 74.5% owned by a subsi-
diary of the Mexican airports 
operator Grupo Aeroportua-
rio del Pacifico and the rest 
by Vantage Airport Group of 
Canada.

The consortium, which 
has a 30-year concession that 
began in 2003, said it spent 
$287 million to improve the 
airport in the first 18 years of 
the deal.

Among the improvements, 
the airport operator has ex-
panded the immigration hall 
and departure lounge. The 
check-in area was recently 
outfitted with 60 self-service 
kiosks, with plans to install 
more, to reduce passenger 
processing and waiting ti-
mes. MDT/AP

in Tel Aviv to commemorate 
the fallen. “We’ll defend what 
you’ve fallen for,” read one 
banner.

Crowds of Israelis also held 
signs marked with 75 for Is-
rael’s birthday and banners 
with the words “Crime Minis-
ter” overlaid on Netanyahu’s 
face.

The protests have galvani-
zed people across Israeli so-
ciety. Thousands of officers in 
elite reserve units of the mili-
tary have said they will refuse 
to report for duty. High-tech 
business leaders and the se-
curity establishment have 
come out against the propo-
sal. Trade unions have called 
for a general strike. MDT/AP

JOHN MYERS JR., 
KINGSTON

THE number of tourists 
flocking to Jamaica’s sun-

-drenched beaches soared 
nearly 100% in the first three 
months of the year, causing 
long queues and hours-long 
waits for arriving passengers 
at the island’s main airport.

Tourism Minister Edmund 
Bartlett told The Associa-
ted Press that the problem 
stemmed from a shortage of 
airport staff to process the 
unexpected volume of peo-
ple flying into Sangster Inter-
national Airport in Montego 
Bay since the end of the pan-

TENS of thousands of pro-
testers flocked to Tel Aviv 

and cities across Israel on 
Saturday to vent their oppo-
sition to Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s far-right 
government and its divisive 
plan to overhaul the country’s 
judicial system.

The mass protest — staged 
weekly since the start of the 
year — comes just ahead of 
Israel’s landmark 75th anni-
versary celebration. The ho-
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Israelis protest legal changes 
before nation’s 75th birthday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- High point; 5- Baby’s cry; 8- Kind of alert; 12- Cunning; 13- Tint; 

15- Injectable diazepam, in military lingo; 16- Asian sea; 17- Giraffe kin; 18- “___ 
She Lovely?”; 19- Recalling; 22- Foot digit; 23- Without delay; 24- Team; 26- 
Required; 29- Harsh; 31- Mythical bird; 32- Deadly virus; 34- Violinist Mischa; 
36- Perched on; 38- Sniff; 40- Italian bread?; 41- Actor Leary; 43- Register as a 
participant; 45- Vane dir.; 46- Put on; 48- Cedes; 50- Letters, e.g.; 51- ___ Paulo, 
Brazil; 52- Indian honorific; 54- Enjoyable; 61- A pop; 63- “Oklahoma!” aunt; 64- 
24 hour periods; 65- Gardner and others; 66- Racket; 67- Cupid’s counterpart; 
68- Dissolve; 69- T.G.I.F. part; 70- Hamlet, e.g.;
 
DOWN 1- From a distance; 2- Go (over) carefully; 3- Test; 4- Benzene 
derivative; 5- Came to; 6- Banned apple spray; 7- Snake dancers; 8- Biol., e.g.; 
9- Plan skillfully; 10- ___ account (never); 11- Movable barrier; 13- Spider’s 
traps; 14- Wash cycle; 20- Method; 
21- Be generous; 25- Big name in PCs; 
26- Well-known; 27- Thrifty; 28- Like 
some stadiums; 29- Saline; 30- Merits; 
31- Far out!; 33- Sportscaster Berman; 
35- Wedding page word; 37- ___ colada; 
39- Unhurried ease; 42- Barbershop 
sound; 44- The back end of something; 
47- Actress Barkin; 49- Full; 52- Thin 
stratum; 53- Pan’s opposite; 55- “The 
Time Machine” race; 56- Hit the ground; 
57- Cong. meeting; 58- Vamp Theda; 
59- City on the Rhone; 60- Being, to 
Brutus; 62- DDE’s predecessor; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t make large purchases or 
investments. You will find their 
philosophies worth exploring. You 
will enjoy interaction with others 
today. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
This will not be the best day 
for communication or travel. 
Get together with people who 
stimulate you mentally. You are 
best to concentrate on work. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
If  you have treated them equitably, 
you might be able to count on their 
loyalty. Your lover may disappoint 
you in such a way that estrangement 
will follow. Do not let lovers cost you 
money or take advantage of  you. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Do yourself  a favor and leave your 
plastic at home. Work at home if  at 
all possible. You can make money if  
you’re willing to push your ideas on 
those in a position to support your 
efforts. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You must get out and mingle. 
You may find yourself  changing 
crowds. Try to be reasonable. 
Think about starting your own 
small business.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may be in love today, but who 
knows what tomorrow may bring. 
Don’t let other people meddle in 
your private affairs. Limitations 
with females could lead to 
unfortunate circumstances. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be sure to think twice before you 
say something that might hurt your 
partner’s feelings. You are best to 
listen for the time being. Monitor 
your budget carefully to avoid 
unnecessary stress. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Try not to be too harsh with your 
mate. Don’t back down but don’t 
ignite the situation. Think before 
you act. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Avoid getting too close to 
coworkers or employers. You are 
best to stick to yourself  today. You 
will attract potential lovers, but be 
sure that they’re unattached. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try to have patience and refrain 
from being judgmental. You are 
likely to be left alone if  you aren’t 
willing to bend just a little. A little 
rest will do wonders. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
There are ways of  making extra 
cash if  you put your mind to it. 
Your ability to ferret out secret 
information will lead you to 
an inside scoop on an amazing 
financial deal. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Curb the impulse to make lavish 
purchases and maybe spend some 
time with good friends. Don’t let 
those close to you get under your 
skin. Social activity should be on 
your agenda. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Wang Manyu (left) and Wang Chuqin
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

TABLE TENNIS

Wang Chuqin, Wang Manyu crowned 
again at WTT Champions Macao
C

HINA’S Wang Chuqin and 
Wang Manyu were crow-
ned again in the men’s 
and women’s singles res-

pectively at the World Table Tennis 
(WTT) Champions Macao yester-
day. 

In the men’s singles final, 
22-year-old Wang Chuqin defen-
ded his title after closing out a do-
minant 4-0 win over double Olym-
pic gold medalist Ma Long 12-10, 
11-1, 11-8, 11-7.

Both players flew out of the star-
ting blocks at top speed, but Ma fai-
led to capitalize on several oppor-
tunities, leaving second seed Wang 
enough room to race 2-0 in front.

Frustrated by the opening sta-
ges of the match, Ma struggled to 
get back on track while Wang re-
mained focused and approached 
each point with excellent balance 
to inch closer to victory.

“I was very happy to win against 
Ma Long, but I still had some pro-
blems during the match. I had a 
slow start and I need to analyze this 
problem later. This championship 
gives me a lot of confidence,” Wang 

said after the match.
In the women’s singles final, 

second seed Wang Manyu lifted 
the second WTT Champions tro-
phy after fighting from behind to 
defeat Olympic champion Chen 
Meng 4-2 (11-13, 11-7, 8-11, 12-

10, 11-9, 11-8).
 Chen enjoyed the brigh-

ter start to the final, but Wang 
slowly began to work her way up 
into the contest, digging deep to 
move ahead and putting her foot 
firmly on the accelerator to close 

out the match in style.
“I handled the key shots a little 

better today. The championship 
gives me confidence, which will 
help me keep a good form in the 
following matches,” Wang said. 

On Saturday, Ma survived huge 

pressure from the French teena-
ger, who had upset world No. 1 Fan 
Zhendong of China on Friday.

“This was our first encounter. 
I had faith to strive for victory and 
did quite well in finding solutions 
under difficult circumstances. He 
played fiercely. He is a powerful 
player,” Ma said after the match.

Fan was stunned by France’s 
Alexis Lebrun in the men’s singles 
quarterfinals on Friday.

With a sensational 3-2 victory 
over Fan (11-7, 8-11, 11-5, 5-11, 11-
9), the 19-year-old Lebrun became 
the first European player to defeat 
Fan since Dimitrij Ovtcharov’s 3-2 
victory at the WTT Cup Finals Xin-
xiang 2022 last October.

“I feel amazing! He’s the World 
No.1. He played very, very good, 
so I think I did amazing today and 
reached my peak service game,” 
said Lebrun after the match.

Ranked at No.1050 in the Wor-
ld as recently as January 2022, 
World No.22 Lebrun has enjoyed 
an astonishing rise to promi-
nence over the past 15 months.  
MDT/XINHUA
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Germany A suspect has 
been arrested over last 
week’s stabbing attack at 
a gym in the western city 
of Duisburg in which four 
people were seriously 
wounded, authorities said. 
The man, a 26-year-old 
Syrian citizen, was arrested 
shortly after midnight, police 
and prosecutors said in a 
statement. Police on Friday 
had released pictures of a 
man sought in the attack 
after obtaining footage 
from a surveillance camera 
located near the John 
Reed Fitness studio where 
the attack took place late 
Tuesday. 

UK Deputy Prime Minister 
Dominic Raab grudgingly 
resigned last week after an 
independent investigation 
found he bullied civil servants, 
though he criticized the 
findings as “flawed.” Raab’s 
announcement came the 
day after Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak received the 
investigation report into 
eight formal complaints that 
Raab, who was also justice 
secretary, had been abusive 
toward staff members during 
a previous stint in that office 
and while serving as Britain’s 
foreign secretary and Brexit 
secretary. Attorney Adam 
Tolley, who conducted 
the inquiry and noted that 
“bullying” was not a legal 
term, found Raab “acted in a 
way which was intimidating,” 
was “unreasonably and 
persistently aggressive” and 
“introduced an unwarranted 
punitive element” to his 
leadership style.

Serbia The populist leaders 
of Serbia and Hungary 
observed a Serbian military 
exercise Saturday, an event 
seen as a display of lethal 
firepower amid the war in 
Ukraine and tensions in the 
Balkans. Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban arrived 
in Serbia on a previously 
unannounced visit. He was 
greeted by Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic, who said 
he was happy “to once again 
welcome a great friend of 
Serbia.” “Serbian-Hungarian 
relations are at the highest 
level in the history of our 
countries,” Vucic wrote on 
Instagram.

Park outside: GM recalls 
40,000 pickups to fix fire risk

General Motors is recalling certain Chevrolet Silverado me-
dium-duty trucks for model year 2019 or later, following the dis-
covery of a potential leak in brake fluid that could result in a fire.

Potentially 40,428 vehicles could be affected. They include 
4500HD, 5500HD, and 6500HD models with model years be-
tween 2019 and 2023, according to documents posted by U.S. 
safety regulators yesterday [Macau time].

The vehicles may have a brake pressure sensor assembly that 

allows brake fluid to leak and cause a short circuit. That in turn 
increases the risk of a fire that could occur when the vehicle is 
either driving or parked.

GM advises owners with potentially affected models to park 
outdoors and away from structures until the recall repair is 
done. Vehicles with model years before 2019 used a different 
design.

GM said it’s not aware of any injuries related to the condition.
OPINION
China Daily
Aparajit Chakraborty, China Daily

HELENA ALVES, LISBON

PORTUGAL’S president 
welcomed President 

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
of Brazil on an official visit 
Saturday, as the Brazilian 
leader looks to strengthen 
ties with his country’s na-
tural partner in the Euro-
pean Union.

Portuguese President 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
received Lula and Brazi-
lian first lady Rosangela 
da Silva in an official ce-
remony at the Jeronimos 
Monastery in Lisbon.

Portugal is home to 
over 250,000 Brazilians, 
and some were on hand 
to cheer the visiting presi-
dent.

During his first joint 
press conference with 
Sousa, Lula avoided fee-
ding the controversy re-
garding his recent com-
ments about Western mi-
litary aid fueling Ukraine 
and Russia’s conflict.

“My country took the 
decision long ago to con-
demn Russia for the oc-
cupation of the space and 
violating the territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine, in the 
first days, and we have vo-
ted in the U.N. in this re-
gard,” he said.

The Brazilian leader 
reiterated his proposal 
that a group of nations in-
cluding Brazil mediate a 
peaceful resolution to the 
war.

“I never equaled both 

countries, because I know 
what an invasion is and 
what territorial integrity 
is. And all of us think Rus-
sia is wrong and we alrea-
dy condemned it in every 
UN decision”, he stated.

Although Lula backed 
down from his comments 
regarding the war he made 
during his trip to China 
last week, Brazil’s presi-
dent also said Saturday 
that neither Ukraine nor 
Russia wanted to cease the 
conflict.

This is Lula’s first trip to 
an European country sin-
ce he defeated incumbent 
Jair Bolsonaro and won 
a third non-consecutive 
term in October. While in 
Portugal, the left-wing lea-
der aims to secure about a 
dozen agreements on tra-
de and migration.

The relaunch of a Portu-
gal-Brazil summit, which 
was last held in 2016 when 
Michel Temer was Brazil’s 
president, was planned as 
the diplomatic highlight of 
the trip.

In an event with Portu-
guese Prime Minister An-
tónio Costa, Lula annou-
nced the signings of 13 
bilateral agreements, in-
cluding a cooperation deal 
between the space agen-
cies of Brazil and Portugal. 
He affirmed the importan-
ce of maintaining com-
mercial and humanitarian 
relations with Portugal.

Before departing for 
Spain tomorrow, Lula’s 

itinerary includes a prize-
-giving ceremony today to 
honor renowned Brazilian 
musician Chico Buarque 
and a visit to Brazilian 
airline manufacturer Em-
braer’s factory near Lis-
bon.

Lula tweeted images of 
his arrival in Lisbon that 
showed him walking down 
a red carpet accompanied 
by his wife, Rosangela.

Lula’s trip to Portugal 
is an opportunity to re-
pair some of the damage 
to Brazil-EU relations his 
comments on the war in 
Ukraine caused, said Gui-
lherme Casarões, a politi-
cal scientist at the Getu-
lio Vargas Foundation, a 
think tank and university 
in Sao Paulo.

“It could be an impor-
tant step for Lula to show 
that he is really willing to 
adopt a position of ba-
lance or equidistance be-
tween the parties involved 
in the conflict, potentially 
allowing Brazil to play the 
role of mediator in the me-
dium term,” Casarões said.

Lula is scheduled to at-
tend a prize-giving cere-
mony today for Brazilian 
musician and writer Chico 
Buarque.

Lula plans to address 
Portugal’s parliament to-
morrow, which is the anni-
versary of the 1974 Carna-
tion Revolution that ended 
nearly a half-century of 
authoritarian rule in Por-
tugal. MDT/AP

Brazil’s Lula kicks 
off visit to European 
ally Portugal
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Lula and his wife Rosangela with Marcelo in Lisbon

India can leverage 
higher population for 
growth, progress

India can reap the benefits of its demographic 
dividend and reach its Sustainable Development 
Goals, experts said, although there has been no offi-
cial reaction from India to recent reports it has beco-
me the most populous country in the world.

India has surpassed China in population accor-
ding to data from this year’s United Nations Popula-
tion Fund report. The State of World Population 2023 
projected India’s population will be 1.4286 billion 
by the end of June, compared with China’s 1.4257 
billion.

According to the report, India’s demographic di-
versity provides unique opportunities.

“The Indian survey findings suggest population 
anxieties have seeped into large portions of the ge-
neral public,” said Andrea Wojnar, UNFPA’s India re-
presentative. “Yet population numbers should not 
trigger anxiety or create alarm. Instead, they should 
be seen as a symbol of progress, development, and 
aspirations if individual rights and choices are being 
upheld.”

A healthy and competitive workforce is needed to 
maximize the gains a large population can bring. 
Federal and local governments should invest ade-
quately and urgently in health and education, su-
ggested Biswajit Dhar a professor at the Centre for 
Economic Studies and Planning in Jawaharlal Nehru 
University.

But these numbers could become a liability if poli-
cymakers do not create trained workforce and enou-
gh jobs, experts warned.

The report shows 25 percent of India’s population is 
age 0-14, 18 percent is 10-19, 26 percent is 10-24, 68 
percent is 15-64, and 7 percent is over the age of 65.

Conversely, 17 percent of China’s population is age 
0-14, 12 percent is 10-19, 18 percent is 10-24, 69 per-
cent is 15-64, and 14 percent is over 65. Life expec-
tancy is also higher, at 82 for women in China and 76 
for men, while for India it is 74 and 71, respectively.

India’s capital New Delhi is the most populated 
city, with 30 million inhabitants in and around the 
National Capital Region followed by Mumbai with 
20 million, Kolkata with 15 million and Bengaluru 
with 12.

“Young people have great potential to contribute 
to the economy,” said Poonam Muttreja, executive 
director of the Population Foundation of India. “But 
for them to do that requires the country to make in-
vestments in not just education but health, nutrition 
and skilling for employability.”

India has made significant progress in many SDGs 
and per-capita income has increased, federal finan-
ce minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Feb 1. She 
also said the Indian economy has increased in size, 
from 10th-largest to fifth in the last nine years.

But these opportunities cannot be seized if the In-
dian government fails to create sufficient job oppor-
tunities or make progress on training its labor for-
ce, said professor Manmohan Agarwal, the Reserve 
Bank of India chair at the Centre for Development 
Studies.

Progress is possible with labor-intensive invest-
ment, but at present the country’s investments are 
largely driven by capital which has failed to utilize a 
large chunk of the workforce, Visva-Bharati Univer-
sity professor Sudipta Bhattacharyya said.

Equity is also a question the country must solve. 
In recent years, India has embarked on several 

ambitious programs aimed at improving living stan-
dards such as improving electricity access and ex-
tending sanitation coverage. According to the World 
Bank, 70 percent of the population had electricity 
access in 2007, and that had increased to 93 percent 
by 2017. According to India’s Ministry of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation, basic sanitation coverage 
across the country has also increased to 99.45 per-
cent. [Abridged]
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