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South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol met with 
Japanese business leaders 
yesterday and called for 
expanded technology 
cooperation between 
the countries, which he 
described as a key element 
in broader efforts to 
improve relations. Yoon has 
met twice with Japanese 
PM Fumio Kishida in recent 
weeks, demonstrating 
their intent to overcome 
historical grievances that 
have strained ties for 
years and to strengthen 
cooperation in response 
to shared challenges, 
including a nuclear-armed 
North Korea and growing 
Chinese assertiveness in 
the region.

India-Japan President 
Joe Biden has made it a 
mission for the U.S. to build 
friendships overseas — and 
the next few weeks will 
offer a vivid demonstration 
of the importance he’s 
placing on a relationship 
with Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. The two 
are both scheduled to 
attend this week’s Group 
of Seven summit in Japan, 
a subsequent gathering 
of Pacific island leaders in 
Papua New Guinea, and 
a later meeting of Indo-
Pacific leaders in Australia. 

Pakistan Thousands of 
government supporters 
converged on the country’s 
Supreme Court yesterday, 
in a rare challenge to the 
nation’s judiciary. The 
demonstrators demanded 
the resignation of the chief 
justice over ordering the 
release of former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. The 
Pakistan Democratic 
Alliance, a grouping of 13 
political parties affiliated 
with the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League, called for 
the protests. 
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Mainland, Macau to 
mutually recognize 
driving licenses 

An agreement enabling mutual 
recognition and exchange of driving 
licenses between the mainland and 
Macau will take effect today, according 
to the Ministry of Public Security (MPS). 
The MPS and the SAR government 
signed the agreement in February. 
Under the deal, the mainland and 
Macau will allow individuals holding 
valid driving licenses issued by 
authorities from either side to drive 
directly through or obtain driving 
permits on the other side without any 
additional tests. Previously, the mutual 
recognition and exchange of driving 
licenses has been organized between 
the mainland and the Hong Kong SAR. 

Health courses 
participants 
surge 250% y-o-y

Participants in health courses surged 
by 250.1% year-on-year, mainly due 
to an increase in participants in rescue 
techniques courses, according to data 
from the Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC). Those who participated in 
production and processing of food and 
beverages courses grew by 55.3%, 
while those who took tourism and 
leisure courses decreased by 17.4%. 
Business and administration courses 
had the highest number of participants, 
at 23,795 (30.5% of total); this was 
followed by health courses, with 6,875 
participants (8.8%), and tourism and 
leisure courses, with 6,541 participants 
(8.4%). Data shows that 59 institutions 
are offering vocational training courses 
in 2022. A total of 1,625 courses were 
organized, an increase of 13.2% year-
on-year.

Summit discusses GBA 
as ‘window of talent’

A summit on talent development 
was held last week in Macau to 
discuss building the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) into a “window of talent.” Over 
200 delegates, including business 
executives, scholars and diplomats, 
exchanged views on the impacts of 
science and technology on talent 
nurturing and planning, quality 
development and cooperation on 
digital service trade between China 
and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). Chiang Chun 
Yuan, executive chair of the summit, 
said Macau’s geographic location, 
first-class exhibition and tourism 
infrastructure, and the supporting 
business environment could help 
tech firms grow continuously. “Macau 
boasts unique advantages in the 
areas of health, financial science and 
technology, education and digital 
empowering,” Chiang said.

PROSPERITY INDEX 

Study shows confidence in early 
resumption of economic stability

EVENTS

IC confirms no Int’l Parade this year
FOLLOWING three 

years of absence, the 
Macao International Pa-
rade will see another year 
of abeyance, president 
Leong Wai Man of the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has disclosed.

On the sidelines of a 
recent event, the IC pre-
sident was asked if this 
year would see the return 
of the parade. She replied 
the bureau was reviewing 
the event “in several di-
rections” to identify the 
possibility of “improve-
ment and accentuation.”

One of the areas of re-
view was time, she added.

Previous parades were 
held in December, which 

is the handover comme-
moration month in Ma-
cau, meaning that there 
would be a multitude 
of events being held in 
the month. In addition 
to that, the IC president 
thought December was 
usually a cold month.

Despite the comment, 
she revealed that the 
event may be moved to 
the first or second quar-
ter of the year, adding 
that the upcoming edi-
tion may be held in the 
first half of the coming 
year.

Another area of con-
cerns is the route. The IC 
president confirmed that 
the bureau was working 

on a new route for the 
parade.

She hoped that the 
parade can be used to 
showcase more effecti-
vely the different aspec-
ts of Macau, such as the 
urban characteristics 
of Chinese and Western 
cultures. Apart from the 
old route that passed 
through the Ruins of St. 
Paul’s as well as the old 
city, there are still other 
places well worth expe-
riencing, the IC presi-
dent added.

She also said that the 
event will increase the 
number of participants, 
hoping to cooperate with 
integrated resorts. AL

ANTHONY LAM

THE city’s Prosperity Index 
may return to the stability 

level in April – earlier than ex-
pected – the Macau Economic 
Association (MEA) said in a sta-
tement yesterday.

To fall into the stability level, 
the index must achieve at least 
5.0 units in the evaluation of the 
city’s economic momentum.

In the estimate it made in 
April, the group expected the 
index to return to the stability 
level only in June.

As for the months spanning 
May to July, the association 
expects the index to range be-
tween 5.4 and 5.6 units.

The advantageous factors 
supporting the association’s 
estimation include the escala-
tions in data related to tourism 
activities, such as average hotel 
occupancy rate in March ha-
ving reached 77%, generated by 
the influx of tourists from seve-
ral source markets.

The average daily gross 
gambling revenue (GGR) for 
March and April has also risen 
to MOP410 million and 490 
million. M2 currency supply 

has seen an historic high as well 
with year-over-year rise for four 
consecutive months.

The job market has also seen 
significantly improved vitality. 
The unemployment rate has 
continued to drop and is now 
3.1%. Many industries are ex-
periencing workforce shortages 
and have escalated recruitment 
efforts. The total employed po-
pulation has also bottomed out.

May 1 holidays, commonly 

referred to as the Golden Week, 
have also seen daily average 
tourist arrivals at 99,000 and 
daily average GGR at MOP640 
million – both new heights after 
Covid-19.

Despite the “prosperity,” the 
association warned about une-
ven recovery across the market. 
It said that except for those in 
tourist areas, small and micro 
enterprises in traditional re-
sidential districts had not yet 

benefited from this round of re-
covery. These enterprises have 
not only not seen recovering 
businesses, but falling con-
sumption, especially during 
weekends and holidays. A key 
reason is that many people 
have decided to travel out of 
Macau on holidays, especially 
under the trigger of the Nor-
thbound Travel for Macao Vehi-
cles scheme.

The association said the 
phenomenon is of social con-
cern because these busines-
ses, usually targeting a local 
clientele, did not see lime lights 
shining from either internal or 
external markets.

It is noteworthy that the ex-
ternal environment is still quite 
complicated, with sluggish de-
mand in the consumer market, 
strong risk aversion sentiment 
in the investment market, and 
many uncertain and unstable 
factors. In particular, the rise in 
the US dollar interest rate has 
profoundly impacted the global 
economy and finance, the asso-
ciation said.

The March index has been 
confirmed as 4.5 units, the as-
sociation added.
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ANTHONY LAM

EMPLOYERS will be 
obligated to pay sa-

laries in full during their 
employees’ maternity lea-
ves from May 26, as go-
vernment subsidization 
will come to an end on the 
previous day.

The length of mater-
nity leave was increased 
from 56 days to 70 days 
following the promulga-
tion of the amended La-
bour Relations Law on 
May 26, 2020. Alongside 
the extension, a provision 
on transitional arrange-
ments also started taking 
effect.

STAFF REPORTER

THE first phase of cons-
truction for the new 

pumping station in Bacia 
Norte do Patane will begin 
on May 19, with the aim to 
complete construction of 
the box culvert drain in the 
second half of 2024. 

The earthworks for the 
pumping station are to be 
completed in 2025, and 
a trial and adjustment 
period will begin subse-
quently to reach the opti-
mal operation result. 

As the construction lo-
cation is situated in a den-
sely populated area near 
the embankment which is 
heavily impacted by tidal 
changes, a certain level of 
difficulty will arise in the 
construction period.

The new pumping sta-
tion will facilitate rainwa-
ter discharge into the sea 
after it is collected in the 
box culvert drain during 
heavy rain.

The pumping station 
will also be equipped with 
a contaminant intercep-
ting function to allevia-
te the problem of water 
pollution along the coast 
of Bacia Norte do Patane. 

The provision states 
that in the first three years 
of the promulgation of the 
amended law, the govern-
ment would issue up to 14 
days of salary to eligible lo-
cal employees. Under this 
arrangement, employers 
were only required to pay 
56 days of salary, meaning 
there would be no change 
to their responsibilities in 
the first three years.

As the transitional pe-
riod will end on May 25, 
employers are reminded 
to pay the salary of 70-day 
maternity leave to em-
ployees who have worked 
in the company for over a 
year while giving birth or 

Meanwhile, a new wa-
terfront leisure area will 
be built through the cons-
truction works to com-
prehensively optimize the 
leisure facilities in Bacia 
Norte do Patane.

The construction works 
will be divided into three 
phases. In the first phase of 
construction, a 170-meter 
long section of box culvert 
drain will be constructed 
along the coast in Rua do 
Comandante João Belo to 
improve the whole drai-
nage network. The second 
phase includes a box cul-
vert drain of 268 meters 
that will be constructed 
in a road section in Rua 

fitting the definitions as 
stated in Clauses 5 and 6 
of Article 54 of the amen-
ded law.

Employees giving birth 
or fitting the aforementio-
ned definitions and eligi-
ble for maternity leave on 
or before May 25 will still 
be eligible to apply for the 
salary subsidy from the 
Social Security Fund wi-
thin 120 days of their labor 
or the occurrence of the 
conditions as stated in the 
aforementioned clauses.

The government explai-
ned that the transitional 
arrangement was imple-
mented to ease immediate 
impacts on employers.

da Doca Seca, to connect 
the box culvert rainwater 
drain in Avenida Marginal 
do Lam Mau with the new 
box culvert drain in Rua 
do Comandante João 
Belo constructed in the 
first phase. 

The third phase of cons-
truction mainly involves 
the construction of the 
pumping station in Bacia 
Norte do Patane, spanning 
about 920 square meters. 
The pumping station will 
have a contaminant inter-
cepting function in addi-
tion to rainwater drainage. 
The pumping station will 
also be equipped with an 
odor removal system.

Full payment by 
employers for maternity 
leave to start from May 26

PUBLIC WORKS
Fai Chi Kei pumping 
station construction to 
commence in three phases

Survey finds low child visitation 
rate in divorced parents

ANTHONY LAM 

A 
survey has discovered 
that the non-guardian 
side of divorced couples 
only occasionally visit 

their children.
Yesterday, the Women’s Gene-

ral Association of Macau annou-
nced the results of a survey it had 
conducted concerning single-pa-
rent families.

The survey discovered that 
nearly 60% of the respondents 
said that their ex-partners could 
not meet their children at least 
once a week on average, while 
more than 40% of the responden-
ts reported that they would spend 
six hours or more per day taking 
care of their children.

The targets of this question-
naire survey are single-parent 
families with children under 
the age of 18. A total of 277 valid 
questionnaires were collected. 
More than 75% of the responden-
ts work as clerks, salespersons or 
workers, among other profes-
sions, with a monthly income of 
less than MOP15,000. They res-
ponded that their economic in-
come was not sufficient to hand-
le daily expenses.

Nearly 64% of the respondents 
showed concern about their chil-
dren’s lack of self-value and sel-
f-confidence, due to growing up 
in a single-parent family. The next 
most prevalent worry concerned 
children’s social skills and the pa-
rents’ lack of time to interact with 
children due to work.

The survey organizer also said 
the survey revealed restraints in 
personal and career development 
of the respondents, who reported 
that due to the weak responsibili-
ty fulfilment of their former part-
ners, they faced double pressure 
from handling work and caring 
for their children. They have also 
experienced emotional distur-
bances due to these situations.

The association suggests that 
a legal arbitration mechanism for 
family affairs will help ease the si-
tuation.
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Forex reserves drop 
to MOP213b by April

The preliminary estimate of the SAR’s 
foreign exchange reserves amounted to 
213.5 billion patacas at the end of April, 
the monetary watchdog said yesterday. 
The latest statistics from the Monetary 
Authority of Macao showed that the 
reserves decreased 0.7% from the 
revised value of 215.0 billion patacas 
for the previous month. Macau’sforeign 
exchange reserves as of the end of April 
represented 10 times the currency in 
circulation, or 84.2% of the pataca broad 
money supply (M2) at the end of March.

Rental application 
period for New 
Neighborhood 
units end May 25

As the Macau New Neighborhood 
(MNN) is expected to be completed 
in August, a submission period for 60 
shop units was put in place from May 
15 to May 25, in the aim of developing 
the Guangdong-Macao In-depth 
Cooperation Zone market. Located 
at the junction of Tianyu Road and 
Xiangshun Road, the shop unit will be 
dedicated to grocery retailers, food 
and beverage merchants, livelihood 
services providers and homeware 
marketers. In addition, special offers 
will be set up to support Macau’s small 
and medium-sized companies, as well 
as young entrepreneur’s start-ups. 
Already more than 300 enquiries have 
been received.

   

GAMING
SJM’s losses narrow in Q1 as 
sector upbeat for recovery 

STAFF REPORTER

CASINO floors have seen 
MOP8 billion of gross ga-

ming revenue (GGR) in the first 
14 days of the month, an ave-
rage daily run rate of MOP570 
million, according to invest-
ment bank JP Morgan.

The ongoing robust recovery, 
according to the firm, shows 
elevated baseline demand le-
vels, similar to what was seen 
during the Lunar New Year in 
late January this year.

“This implies that last week’s 
GGR – a seasonally slow week 
after the long holiday – was still 
at MOP500 million per day, a 
meaningful notch above the 
MOP400 million plus run-ra-
tes that the industry generated 
prior to the Labor Day holiday,” 
said analyst DS Kim.

Meanwhile, VIP demand is 
on a recovery rate of around 25% 
to 30%, significantly higher than 
the recovery recorded during 
the first quarter of the year.

“VIPs still don’t move the 
needles for profits/cash flows, 

but we believe this level of reco-
very is pretty impressive, none-
theless,” said the brokerage. 

Meanwhile, casino stocks 
have been on a decline amid the 
sector gaining momentum. 

Last month, the casino sec-
tor continued to gain traction 
in recovery, recording MOP14.7 
billion in revenue in April, the 
highest monthly taking since Ja-
nuary 2020.

SJM Holdings recorded 
a net gaming revenue 

HKD3.70 billion during 
the first quarter (Q1) of 
the year, amid the robust 
recovery the casino sec-
tor has been undergoing 
since January.

The figure is a signifi-
cant increase as compa-
red with HKD2.35 billion 
in the same period the 
year prior.

The gaming operator’s 
losses also narrowed to 
HKD869 million in the 
first quarter, as compared 
with a loss of HKD1.28 
billion in Q1 2022.

Adjusted EBITDA of 
the Group in Q1 2023 

However, Kim noted that 
“that better-than-expected 
fundamentals will ultimately 
drive the sentiment or stocks 
higher as the street numbers 
move up.”

was HKD31 million, as 
compared with negative 
HKD474 million in Q1 
2022.

Daisy Ho, chairman 
of SJM Holdings Limi-
ted and managing di-
rector of SJM Resorts, 
S.A., commented, “In the 
first quarter of 2023, af-
ter several years facing 
challenges caused by the 
pandemic, SJM has tur-
ned an important corner 
by returning to positive 
adjusted EBITDA.”

“Our revenues from 
both gaming and non-ga-
ming activities showed 
important gains during 
the quarter, and we ex-

pect that our team’s effor-
ts will pay off further in 
future, especially as our 
Grand Lisboa Palace Re-
sort with all of its features 
ramps up into a growing 
market,” she added. 

Grand Lisboa’s gross 
revenue in Q1 2023 was 
HKD992 million inclu-
ding gross gaming re-
venue HKD928 million 
and non-gaming revenue 
HKD64 million, while 
Grand Lisboa Palace’s 
gross revenue in Q1 2023 
was HKD474 million, in-
cluding gross gaming re-
venue of HKD310 million 
and non-gaming revenue 
of HKD164 million. LV

GAMING

Casino floors see MOP8b in 
revenues in May’s first half
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From June 1, The Vene-
tian Macao and international 
Tokyo-based art collective 
teamLab will hold three new 
artwork spaces, such as “Floa-
ting Flower Garden: Flowers 
and I are of the Same Root, 

Manulife Hong Kong and 
Macau reported a double-
-digit year-on-year increase 
in insurance sales in the first 
quarter of 2023, primarily dri-
ven by strong demand from 
mainland Chinese visitors 
(MCV) following the lifting of all 

teamLab Macao creates three new artworks spaces Manulife HK, Macau’s critical illness plans increase over 40% 
and colors for each person.”

While the “Floating Flower 
Garden” will feature an inte-
ractive garden artwork com-
posed of over 8,000 living or-
chids that bloom in mid-air as 
if floating in space, the “Mass-
less Clouds Between Sculptu-
re and Life” will be composed 
of one giant white cloud-like 
mass floating in space. 

In addition, the “Light Sculp-
ture” series will be renewed 
with the intention of reinfor-
cing the immersion, as the 
“Autonomous Abstraction, 
Continuous Phenomena from 
the Universe to the Self” will 
replace the existing “Life is 
the Light that Resonates in 
the Dark,” to give visitors new 
surprises. 

critical illness plans and Quali-
fying Deferred Annuity Plans 
each showing an increase by 
more than 40% year-on-year. 

“In addition to our broker 
channels, our professional 
agency force in Hong Kong 
and Macau has played a pi-
votal role in driving this grow-
th, resulting in double-digit 
year-on-year sales increases 
across multiple product lines, 
such as savings, critical ill-
ness and Qualifying Deferred 
Annuity Plans,” said  Patrick 
Graham, chief executive of-
ficer of Manulife Hong Kong 
and Macau.

As of March 31, 2023, Manu-
life’s professional agency for-
ce in Hong Kong and Macau 
consisted of 11,112 agents. 

the Garden and I are One,” 
“Massless Clouds Between 
Sculpture and Life,” and “En 
Tea House,” to provide vi-
sitors all-new experiences 
focused on “immersion and 
creation of unique shapes 

Covid-19 related restrictions, 
and the full reopening of bor-
ders with mainland China.

First-quarter annualized 
premium equivalent (APE) 
sales increased by 26% to 
HKD1.66 billion, compared to 
the same period in 2022, with 

TECH

EU backs Microsoft buying Call of 
Duty maker Activision Blizzard - 
but the $69B deal is still at risk
KELVIN CHAN, LONDON

T
HE European Union yes-
terday approved Micro-
soft’s $69 billion purchase 
of video game maker Ac-

tivision Blizzard, deciding the deal 
won’t stifle competition for popu-
lar console titles like Call of Duty 
and accepting the U.S. tech com-
pany’s remedies to boost competi-
tion in cloud gaming.

But the blockbuster deal is still 

in jeopardy because British regu-
lators have rejected it and U.S. au-
thorities are trying to thwart it.

The deal, sweetened by Micro-
soft’s promises to free up licen-
sing conditions for cloud gaming, 
“would no longer raise competi-
tion concerns and would ultima-
tely unlock significant benefits 
for competition and consumers,” 
said the European Commission, 
the 27-nation bloc’s executive arm 
and top antitrust watchdog.

The all-cash deal announced 
more than a year ago has been 
scrutinized by regulators around 
the world over fears that it would 
give Microsoft and its Xbox con-
sole control of Activision’s hit fran-
chises like Call of Duty and World 
of Warcraft.

Fierce opposition has been dri-
ven by rival Sony, which makes the 
PlayStation gaming system.

Microsoft sought to counter the 
resistance by striking a deal with 

Nintendo to license Activision 
titles like Call of Duty for 10 years 
and offering the same to Sony if 
the deal went ahead.

Following its review, the Euro-
pean Commission dismissed the 
possibility that Microsoft would 
cut off its games from PlayStation, 
saying that excluding the most po-
pular gaming console would put a 
big dent in its profits.

The emerging cloud gaming 
market received closer scrutiny 

from Brussels. Cloud gaming frees 
players from buying expensive 
consoles and gaming computers 
by allowing them to stream games 
they own to tablets, phones and 
other devices, typically through a 
cloud platform that may charge a 
fee.

The commission approved 
the deal after accepting Micro-
soft’s offer to modify its licensing 
agreements to allow users and any 
cloud gaming platforms to stream 
its titles without paying any royal-
ties for 10 years.

Microsoft has already announ-
ced deals to bring Xbox PC games 
to cloud gaming platforms opera-
ted by chipmaker Nvidia and in-
dependent player Boosteroid.

Activision games aren’t availab-
le on cloud services, but the com-
mission noted that the licensing 
commitments could expand the 
cloud gaming market “by bringing 
Activision’s games to new platfor-
ms, including smaller EU players, 
and to more devices than before.”

The EU decision is at odds with 
the stance taken by British anti-
trust regulators, who last month 
upended the biggest tech deal 
in history over concerns it wou-
ld stifle competition in the small 
but rapidly growing cloud gaming 
market.

The companies are appealing 
the U.K. Competition and Markets 
Authority’s decision to a tribunal, 
but history doesn’t bode well.

The watchdog previously de-
nied Facebook parent Meta’s pur-
chase of Giphy over concerns it 
would limit innovation and com-
petition. The social media giant 
was ultimately forced to sell off 
the GIF-sharing platform after it 
lost an appeal.

The EU’s decision could 
enhance Microsoft’s chances 
as it faces down U.S. regulators. 
The Federal Trade Commission 
is taking the company to court to 
block the deal, with a trial before 
the FTC’s in-house judge set to 
begin Aug. 2. MDT/AP
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China sentences 78-year-old US citizen 
to life in prison on spying charges

DIPLOMACY

Ukraine envoy due to start Europe trip
A Chinese envoy was 

preparing yesterday 
to visit Ukraine and Rus-
sia, but there appeared 
to be little chance of a 
breakthrough to end the 
15-month-long invasion.

Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping’s government says 
it is neutral and wants to 
play a role as mediator, but 
has given Moscow political 
support. Beijing released a 
proposed peace plan in Fe-
bruary, but that was largely 
dismissed by Ukraine’s 
allies, who insist Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
forces must withdraw.

Li Hui, a former ambas-
sador to Moscow, also will 
visit Poland, France and 
Germany, according to the 

foreign ministry. It gave no 
other schedule details.

Political analysts see li-
ttle hope for a peace agree-
ment because neither 
Ukraine nor Russia is rea-
dy to stop fighting. They 
say by sending an envoy, 
China appears to be trying 
to neutralize criticism of its 
friendship with Putin and 
to split European allies 
away from Washington.

Xi spoke with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy by phone in 
April, setting the stage for 
the diplomatic push.

The trip “expresses 
China’s commitment to 
promoting peace and ne-
gotiations,” foreign minis-
try spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said Friday. Wang 
said China wishes to pre-
vent an “escalation of the 
situation.”

Beijing previously 
avoided involvement in 

conflicts between other 
countries but appears to 
be asserting itself as a glo-
bal diplomatic force after 
arranging talks between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran in 
March that led them to 
restore diplomatic rela-
tions following a seven-
-year break.

China has friendly rela-
tions with Moscow as well 
as economic leverage as 
the biggest buyer of Rus-
sian oil and gas after the 
United States and its allies 
cut off most purchases.

Xi’s government sees 
Moscow as a diplomatic 
partner in opposing U.S. 
domination of global af-
fairs. Beijing has refused to 
criticize the February 2022 
invasion and used its sta-
tus as one of five perma-
nent United Nations Se-
curity Council members to 
deflect diplomatic attacks 
on Russia. MDT/AP

C
HINA sentenced a 
78-year-old United Sta-
tes citizen to life in pri-
son yesterday on spying 

charges, in a case that could exa-
cerbate the deterioration in ties 
between Beijing and Washington 
over recent years.

Details of the charges against 
John Shing-Wan Leung, who also 
holds permanent residency in 
Hong Kong, have not been publi-
cly released.

Leung was detained April 15, 
2021, by the local bureau of Chi-
na’s counterintelligence agency in 
the southeastern city of Suzhou, 
according to a statement posted 
by the city’s intermediate court 
on its social media site. His deten-
tion came after China had closed 
its borders and imposed tight do-
mestic travel restrictions and so-
cial controls to fight the spread of 
COVID-19.

Such investigations and trials 
are held behind closed doors 
and little information is generally 
released other than vague accu-
sations of infiltration, gathering 
secrets and threatening state se-
curity.

Relations between Washing-
ton and Beijing are at their lowest 
in decades amid disputes over 
trade, technology, human rights 
and China’s increasingly asserti-
ve approach toward its territorial 
claims involving self-governing 
Taiwan and the South China Sea. 
High-level government visits have 

been on hold and U.S. companies 
are delaying major investments 
amid mixed messaging from Bei-
jing.

The sentencing comes as U.S. 
President Joe Biden is traveling to 
Hiroshima, Japan, for the Group 
of Seven major industrial nations 
summit, followed by a visit to Pa-
pua New Guinea, a Pacific island 
nation in a region where China 
has sought to increase its econo-
mic, military and diplomatic in-

fluence. After Beijing’s gains in the 
area, the U.S. and its Asia-Pacific 
partners stepped up their regio-
nal presence, offering investmen-
ts and financial support rivaling 
those furnished by China.

Now the world’s second-largest 
economy, China is expanding its 
footprint in ports, railways and 
other infrastructure from Europe 
to Southeast Asia and beyond.

While the Suzhou court offe-
red no indication of a tie to ove-

rall China-U.S. relations, spying 
charges are highly selective and 
evidence backing them up is not 
released. That is standard practice 
among most countries, who wish 
to secure their personal connec-
tions, networks and access to in-
formation.

The U.S. Embassy in Beijing 
said it was aware of the case, but 
could not comment further due 
to privacy concerns. “The De-
partment of State has no greater 
priority than the safety and se-
curity of U.S. citizens overseas,” 
the embassy said in the emailed 
statement.

The government of Hong Kong 
had no immediate word on Leu-
ng’s sentencing.

Chinese national security 
agencies have also raided the offi-
ces of foreign business consulting 
firms in Beijing and other cities 
as part of a crackdown on foreign 
businesses that provide sensitive 
economic data.

Foreign companies operating 
in China have come under in-
creasing pressure as Xi Jinping’s 
government tightens control over 
the economy. That stands in stark 
contrast to efforts to lure back fo-
reign investors after draconian 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions 
were lifted at the beginning of the 
year.

Long pretrial detentions “are 
not unusual in China and pro-
secutors have broad powers to 
hold people charged in national 

security cases,” regardless of their 
citizenship status.

Two Chinese-Australians, 
Cheng Lei, who formerly worked 
for China’s state broadcaster, and 
writer Yang Jun, have been held 
since 2020 and 2019 respectively 
without word on their sentencing.

According to China observers, 
government suspicion is parti-
cularly focused on Chinese-born 
foreign citizens and people from 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, especially 
if they have political contacts or 
work in academia or publishing.

Under Xi, the party has laun-
ched multiple campaigns against 
what it calls foreign efforts to sa-
botage its rule. Universities have 
been ordered to censor discus-
sions of human rights, modern 
Chinese history and ideas that 
could prompt questions about to-
tal Communist Party control.

Xi’s government has also taken 
a hard line on foreign relations, 
most recently ordering outa Ca-
nadian diplomat in retaliation for 
Ottawa’s expulsion of a staffer at 
the Chinese embassy accused of 
threatening a member of the Ca-
nadian parliament and his family 
members living in Hong Kong.

That meshes with Xi’s fierce 
global stance that has seen Chi-
na partner with Russia in accu-
sing the West of provoking Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine and 
seeking to overthrow the U.S.-
-led liberal dominance of global 
affairs. MDT/AP

John Shing-Wan Leung (video shot)
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Pita Limjaroenrat, leader of Move Forward Party, poses to media as he announces 
the victory in Sunday’s general election at the party’s headquarters in Bangkok

THAILAND

Opposition parties, after 
stunning election win, set plans 
to enlist allies to take power
GRANT PECK & JINTAMAS 
SAKSORNCHAI

F
RESH off a stunning elec-
tion victory in which they 
together captured a ma-
jority of seats in the Hou-

se of Representatives, Thailand’s 
top two opposition parties began 
planning yesterday for the next sta-
ge in their bid to replace the mili-
tary-dominated government.

Yesterday’s headliner was 
42-year-old businessman Pita 
Limjaroenrat, who led his Move 
Forward Party to a first-place fi-
nish, surpassing most expecta-
tions. It squeaked past the Pheu 
Thai Party, its opposition partner, 
which had been favored to top the 
polls.

Pheu Thai stumbled despi-
te the star power of Paetongtarn 
Shinawatra, daughter of Thaksin 
Shinawatra, the former populist 
prime minister who was toppled 

by a 2006 military coup and is the 
driving force behind the party.

“The overwhelming electoral 
victory by Move Forward and Pheu 
Thai is a decisive sign that voters 
want a polity where the people, 
not the military, decide their futu-
re,” said Tyrell Haberkorn, a Thai 
studies scholar at the University of 
Wisconsin.

“Voters want a Thailand with 
free speech, without compulsory 

military conscription, and where 
the people’s voices are valued, not 
something to be silenced or bou-
ght,” she said.

Pita said yesterday he has been 
talking to five other parties about 
forming a coalition government. 
It would have 309 House seats in 
total, providing more stability than 
the 292-seat partnership with Pheu 
Thai as a sole ally. Parliament selec-
ts a new prime minister in July, so 

has has about two months to seal 
a deal.

Thailand for the past nine 
years has been led by former army 
commander Prayuth Chan-ocha, 
who seized power in a 2014 mili-
tary coup and was returned as pri-
me minister after the 2019 election. 
He ran for reelection on Sunday, 
but is saddled with blame for a lag-
ging economy, a botched response 
to the coronavirus pandemic and 
thwarting democratic reforms — a 
particular sore point with younger 
voters.

“The sentiment of the era has 
changed and it’s right,” Pita said. 
“And today it’s a new day and ho-
pefully it’s full of bright sunshine of 
hope going forward.”

As it earlier became clear his 
party was taking the lead, he twee-
ted that he is ready to bring about 
change as the country’s 30th prime 
minister. “Whether you agree or di-
sagree with me, I will be your prime 

minister. Whether you have voted 
for me or not, I will serve you.”

With almost all votes counted 
yesterday, Move Forward had cap-
tured a projected 151 seats in the 
lower House by winning over 24% 
of the popular vote for 400 consti-
tuency seats, and more than 36% of 
the votes for the 100 seats allocated 
by proportional representation.

Pheu Thai Party tails a close se-
cond with its combined seat total 
projected at 141.

Prayuth’s United Thai Nation 
Party holds the fifth spot in the 
constituency vote and third in the 
party-preference tally, for a projec-
ted total of 36 seats.

Although the numbers place 
Pita in a favorable position to be-
coming the next prime minister, he 
faces a difficult path.

The prime minister is elected by 
a joint session of the 500 members 
of the newly elected House and 250 
senators, who were appointed by 
the military. The winner must se-
cure at least 376 votes.

The Senate, a stalwart defender 
of the royalist order along with the 
army and the courts, voted unani-
mously for Prayuth in 2019, ena-
bling him to overcome Pheu Thai’s 
first-place finish and form a coali-
tion government.

There is a strong possibility that 
Pita will be seen as too radical by 
partner parties, and they will have 
to look for a more moderate candi-
date. MDT/AP
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The Labour Deputy Prime Minister, John Pres-
cott, has punched a protester who threw an egg at 
him during a visit to Rhyl in north Wales.

The undignified brawl happened as the Labour 
deputy stepped off the so-called Prescott Express 
campaign bus.

Television pictures clearly showed Mr Prescott 
aiming a left jab at a man after being hit on the side 
of the face by an egg.

The two men were then involved in a scuffle befo-
re the police intervened.

A 29-year-old man was taken away in handcuf-
fs. He was later identified by his girlfriend as Craig 
Evans, a farm worker from Denbigh.

The woman, who did not want to be named, said: 
“He’s a placid lad who has never been in trouble.

“Craig threw an egg at Mr Prescott, who was 
walking past after getting off the battle bus. Then 
Mr Prescott grabbed him by the scruff of the neck 
and thumped him.”

Mr Prescott said: “I was attacked by an individual. 
In the melee that followed I clearly defended myself. 
I believe that someone is now being questioned by 
the police and it would be quite improper and quite 
wrong to add any further comment.”

The television pictures of the incident appear to 
show Mr Prescott trapped against a wall after his 
left fist flew and he and the protester became lo-
cked together in a struggle.

The deputy prime minister, who was clearly 
shaken, was then led into the theatre where he was 
due to address an election rally. […]

Today also saw the launch of Labour’s manifesto 
in Birmingham. But that did not go quite according 
to plan either, after Prime Minister Tony Blair was 
confronted by a woman who said Labour had failed 
the NHS.

Sharron Storer, whose boyfriend is a cancer 
patient, confronted Mr Blair in full view of the TV 
cameras, berating him for the treatment her boy-
friend had received.

Labour was elected in 1997 on a promise to 
“save” the NHS but the encounter with Miss Storer 
forced Mr Blair to admit he had only “just begun” to 
fulfil some of the promises made four years before.

The manifesto, Ambitions for Britain, has set out 
10-year targets for key objectives and there are 
promises to spend more on education, health and 
transport over the next three years.

Courtesy BBC News

2001 Prescott Punches
   Protester

In context

A number of newspaper surveys carried out after 
Mr Prescott’s punch suggested the public sup-
ported his actions. It earned him the nickname 
“Two Jabs” - a variation on the more familiar Two 
Jags from his apparent fondness for luxury cars.
He later described the incident as “frightening and 
regrettable”.
In a news conference Prime Minister Tony Blair ex-
plained away the punch-up, saying, “John is John.”
Mr Prescott was interviewed by police but he was 
not prosecuted. The Crown Prosecution Service 
concluded there was not a realistic chance of 
convicting Mr Prescott because he had acted in 
self-defence.
Craig Evans spent several hours in police custody 
no action was taken against him.
On 8 June 2001 Labour won a second term in 
government despite a record low turn-out of less 
than 60%. It won 413 seats, the Conservatives 
took 166, the Liberal Democrats 52 and others 10.

this day in historyFRANCE

Macron vows to build back 
factories, boost economy 

ting, citing the protest mo-
vement. “Political deadlock 
and (sometimes violent) so-
cial movements pose a risk 
to Macron’s reform agenda,” 
the agency wrote.

In Dunkirk Friday, Ma-
cron made time for many 
selfies with workers from se-
veral local factories who at-
tended his speech at Alumi-
nium Dunkerque, one of the 
biggest aluminum produc-
tion sites in Europe. None 
of them asked him about 
the retirement age and, in 
contrast with his previous 
visits across French regions, 
he didn’t walk through the 
city streets to meet with the 
crowd.

A heavy police presence 
was deployed in Dunkirk to 
keep potential protesters 
away.

Macron announced two 
major investments, both 
in the battery sector: one 
worth 5.2 billion euros ($5.7 
billion) by Taiwanese group 
Prologium, the other one 
via a joint venture of Chi-
na’s XTC with French energy 
giant Orano worth 1.5 billion 
euros ($1.6 billion). They are 
expected to create 3,000 and 
1,700 jobs in the area respec-
tively by 2030.

He seized the occasion to 
present the pension reform 
as part of a “package” that 
has already produced “resul-
ts.” “If we want to be more 
competitive, we must work a 
little longer,” he said.

Since he took office in 
2017, Macron has cut bu-
siness taxes. He has made 
it easier to hire and fire 
workers and more difficult 
for the unemployed to claim 

benefits, amid other pro-bu-
siness policies.

Macron said 300 new fac-
tories had been created since 
2017 — two thirds in the past 
two years — while 600 had 
been shut down in the pre-
vious decade. The COVID-19 
crisis and Ukraine war have 
shown that domestic indus-
trial production is needed to 
strengthen the country’s so-
vereignty, he stressed.

For a fourth consecutive 
year, France was the Euro-
pean country that had at-
tracted the greatest number 
of foreign investments, Ma-
cron said, citing a survey by 
EY last week.

The Paris-based Organi-
zation for Economic Coo-
peration and Development 
said Friday its statistics 
showed France’s unemploy-
ment rate in March reached 
its lowest level since 2001, 
at 6.9% — down from about 
10% when Macron was elec-
ted. Still, the proportion of 
jobless people in France is 
higher than the average in 
the European Union, which 
is stable at 6%.

ProLogium CEO Vin-
cent Yang told reporters in 
Dunkirk his group consi-
dered establishing facilities 
in the U.S., yet eventually 
chose the European Union 
as being more a favorable 
environment to develop in-
novative battery technology.

France was a relevant 
choice, Yang said, because 
“we need to have stable, low-
-cost, and green electrical 
power” and Dunkirk, one of 
the major industrial ports in 
Europe, already has battery-
-related facilities. The coun-

try relies on nuclear power 
for 70% of its electricity, of-
fering a low-carbon alterna-
tive to fossil fuels.

Macron has been one of 
the most prominent advoca-
tes for a strong EU response 
to the $375 billion U.S. Infla-
tion Reduction Act annou-
nced last summer by Presi-
dent Joe Biden to favor clean 
energy technology.

Earlier this year, the Eu-
ropean Union presented 
plans to revamp its policies 
on promoting green techno-
logies, unleashing subsidies 
and other financial incen-
tives to ramp up domestic 
production.

“We’re going to better tar-
get our subsidies on low-e-
mission European produc-
tions,” Macron said. “We’re 
not being protectionist but 
taxpayers neither in the 
U.S. nor China fund bat-
teries made in Europe. So 
why should we be the only 
place in the world where ta-
xpayers’ money goes to hel-
ping non-European produc-
ts? We’re going to stop doing 
that.”

He also called last week 
for a “pause” on EU environ-
mental regulations, arguing 
the bloc of 27 already im-
poses tougher rules than its 
competitors. The comments 
prompted immediate criti-
cism from French and Euro-
pean Green politicians.

Macron later insisted he 
was sticking to his climate-
-related commitments, in-
cluding all policies aimed at 
making the EU reaching car-
bon neutrality by 2050, but 
said, “Let’s not add more.” 
MDT/AP

SYLVIE CORBET, DUNKIRK

B
UILDING facto-
ries to boost job 
creation and make 
France more inde-

pendent — that’s President 
Emmanuel Macron’s ambi-
tion for the French economy.

It’s a big challenge, as 
France reels from protrac-
ted protests, rising food 
and energy prices and other 
fallout from the Ukraine war.

While Macron woos in-
vestors to help “re-indus-
trialize” France and reduce 
Europe’s dependence on 
China and the U.S., protes-
ters follow him around the 
country, banging saucepans 
to protest economic injusti-
ce and his leadership.

More than 200 internatio-
nal business leaders are ex-
pected today [Macau time] 
at the ‘Choose France’ event 
staged at the palace of Ver-
sailles to promote foreign 
investment.

It follows a series of incen-
tives announced by Macron 
last week to support innova-
tive industries and transition 
towards greener technology. 
They include tax credits in 
fields like battery produc-
tion, electric cars, hydrogen 
and wind power, as well as 
accelerating authorization 
for industrial projects.

“France is changing, is 
getting adapted to the cour-
se of the world and I believe 
that we’re following the right 
path, which is to reindustria-
lize the country, to be more 
sovereign and more respect-
ful of the climate and biodi-
versity,” Macron said Friday 
during a visit to Dunkirk, in 
northern France.

Macron’s move comes 
after months of protests 
against his decision to raise 
the retirement age from 62 
to 64. The unpopularity of 
the reform has weakened his 
government at parliament 
and hampered his economic 
strategy.

Unions have called for a 
new round of nationwide 
demonstrations on June 6. 
Meanwhile, opponents keep 
staging small protests, with 
people loudly banging pots 
and pans in places where 
Macron and government 
members are scheduled to 
travel.

Credit rating agency Fit-
ch last month downgraded 
France’s sovereign credit ra-
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French President Emmanuel Macron visits the Aluminium Dunkerque factory in Dunkirk
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- ake ___ at (try); 6- RR stops; 10- Dissolve; 14- Woody vine; 15- Legal 

wrong; 16- Pink-slips; 17- Awry; 18- Bhutan’s continent; 19- Jump; 20- Tending to 
use bombast; 22- Invites; 23- “A Doll’s House” heroine; 24- Tie the knot; 26- Spider’s 
traps; 30- Fluctuant; 34- Dazzling display; 35- Titanic’s undoing; 36- Neighbor of 
Leb.; 37- Heavy metal; 38- Hilton competitor; 40- Actress Ward; 41- Young fellow; 
42- Ovid, e.g.; 43- Biblical brother; 44- Solidarity; 46- Salary; 48- Muesli morsel; 49- 
Basin; 50- Hunk; 53- Thrifty; 59- Timber wolf; 60- Crazy as a ___; 61- Military camp; 
62- Elderly, matured; 63- Art Deco artist; 64- Scandinavian; 65- Bouquet; 66- Break; 
67- Carryalls;
 
DOWN 1- Banned apple spray; 2- [Oh, well]; 3- Story, often rooted in folklore; 4- 
Work without ___; 5- Daggerlike weapon; 6- Flight of steps; 7- Puccini classic; 
8- La Scala solo; 9- Steadfast partisan; 10- Disease of the body; 11- Former 
partners; 12- Escaping fluid; 13- Dosage 
abbr.; 21- Steal from; 25- Work unit; 26- 
Yo Yo’s instrument; 27- Current location; 
28- Part of an ice skate; 29- Glob of gum; 
30- Spot checker?; 31- Grenoble’s river; 
32- Thermoplastic yarn; 33- Stately; 
35- Cricket need; 38- He owns the place 
where backpackers crash in Europe?; 39- 
Affirmative answer; 40- Dupe; 42- Green 
shade; 43- Illness; 45- Little guy; 46- Poem 
of 14 lines; 47- Tango need; 49- Heavy 
footwear; 50- Hit with an open hand; 51- 
Trademark; 52- Burrows and Vigoda; 54- 
Heart; 55- Langston Hughes poem; 56- 
Wagon; 57- Semicircular recess; 58- Dreg;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Depression may be likely if  
you’re away from home. Travel 
for business will not only bring 
you valuable information but also 
profits as well. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You will do well in social 
settings, and new and interesting 
individuals may spark a romantic 
curiosity. Go out with friends who 
are positive and supportive.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Try not to jump to conclusions. 
Develop some of  your good ideas. 
Keep an eye on your weight. 
Organize your day to avoid any 
setbacks that might ignite temper 
flare-ups.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Talk to people who can give you 
important knowledge. Insincere 
gestures of  friendliness may be 
misleading. You can deal with 
large institutions or government 
agencies successfully today. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your high energy and discipline 
will enable you to complete 
any seemingly insurmountable 
tasks. Put aside any decisions 
concerning your position at work. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may divulge private 
information without realizing it 
today. Look into the cost factor, 
but don’t try to get backing yet. 
Be careful while traveling. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Changes in your home 
environment may cause friction. 
Be sure to pay attention to your 
bank account. You will be up and 
down emotionally. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You are best not to nag or criticize. 
This will not be the best day for 
communication or travel. You 
will find it easy finalizing personal 
papers if  you make an effort. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Take time to do some writing, 
whether it’s correspondence, poetry, 
or keeping a journal. If  you’re willing 
to cut loose you will find yourself  in 
the midst of  an exciting encounter. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need time to rejuvenate. Your 
added discipline will help you 
complete the impossible at work. 
Make plans to do something 
special with the one you love. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t ruffle the feathers of  those 
you care about most. Don’t let 
friends convince you that you 
should contribute to something 
you don’t believe in. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Compromise may be necessary. 
Try not to lend or borrow money 
today. Sudden changes regarding 
your circle of  friends could prove 
interesting and stimulating. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          

Harbin            

Hefei             

Nanjing           

Shanghai          

Taipei     

Wuhan             

Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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This frame, which was removed from Cartier’s website, features an image of four Yanomami children playing in a lush green field while at the top of the page are links to 
purchase high-end jewelry

FASHION

Cartier’s use of images of Amazon 
tribe prompts Indigenous 
advocates to allege hypocrisy
FABIANO MAISONNAVE, BOA 
VISTA

UNTIL two months ago, Car-
tier’s website showed Yano-

mami children playing in a green 
field.

The French luxury jewelry 
brand said it was working to pro-
mote the culture of the Indigenous 
people and protect the rainforest 
where they live, in a vast territory 
straddling Brazil and Venezuela. 
But the project that the site descri-
bed protecting the Amazon never 
took place. And Cartier published 
the photo without the approval of 
Yanomami leadership, violating 
the beliefs of a people who had 
been living in almost total isola-
tion until they were contacted by 
outsiders in the 1970s.

Some of the Yanomami and 
their defenders praise Cartier’s 
promotion of Yanomami causes. 
However, advertising by one of 
the world’s biggest jewelers with 
images of an Indigenous people 
devastated by illegal gold mi-
ning has some complaining of 
greenwashing, a corporation pro-
moting its own image by suppor-
ting a cause.

“How can a gold jewelry com-
pany, which we, the Yanomami 
people, are against, use the image 
of the Yanomami?” asked Júnior 
Hekurari, a member of the Indige-
nous group and head of the Yano-
mami’s health council.

Disease, killing and prostitu-
tion, fueled by the drugs and al-
cohol imported by thousands of 

illegal gold miners, have devas-
tated traditional Yanomami life, 
and 570 Yanomami children died 
from malnutrition, diarrhea, and 
malaria between 2019 and 2022, 
according to Brazilian statistics. 
The poisonous mercury used in 
illegal mining causes birth defects 
and ravages ecosystems.

Cartier says it does not buy ille-
gally mined gold, but Yanomami 
leaders have urged people not to 
buy gold jewelry at all, regardless 
of its source, because demand 
for the precious metal drives gold 
prices up and draws miners into 
their territory.

Cartier and other jewelry 
brands that are part of the Swiss 
conglomerate Richemont had 
combined sales of 11 billion euros 
($11.7 billion) in the fiscal year en-
ding March 31, 2022, according to 
its annual report. Some of the pie-
ces advertised on its U.S. website 
cost as much as $341,000.

Cartier’s connection to the rou-
ghly 40,000 Yanomami goes back 
20 years, primarily through Fon-
dation Cartier, a corporate philan-
thropy created and funded by the 
company in 1984.

In the past, few Yanomami or 
their advocates have publicly cri-
ticized Cartier or the foundation, 
but a growing number have be-
gun expressing concerns.

Cartier’s foundation recently 
sponsored a finely curated exhibit 
displaying photographs of Yano-
mami, along with works by Indi-
genous artists, in an elegant non-
-profit Manhattan arts center. The 

exhibit, previously in Paris, was 
praised by outlets ranging from 
The New York Times to Luxury 
Daily, an influential industry pu-
blication whose headline read, “ 
Fondation Cartier continues push 
for indigenous justice through art 
sponsorship.”

Barbara Navarro, a French 
multimedia artist, saw something 
very different, as did several other 
artists, including some Yanoma-
mi.

In the multimedia show “ Pas 
de Cartier, “ or “Not Cartier,” in 
the village of Nemours, France, 
Navarro and others critique the 
luxury brand and the devastation 
caused by illegal miners in an 
exhibit that includes sculptures 
and drawings. In one photo mon-
tage, a large gold mine surroun-
ded by the Amazon forest is seen 
next to a Cartier store.

“The Yanomami are paying 
the price with their health and 
their very lives for our society’s 
relentless avidity for gold,” said 
Navarro. “For Cartier, sponsor-
ship of the Yanomami represents 
an opportunity to burnish their 
brand.”

For many Indigenous groups, a 
corporation or philanthropy using 
a photo of them requires formal 
permission. The photo of the chil-
dren on the website violated the 
Yanomami’s right to prior, free, 
and informed consent, according 
to the Roraima Indigenous Cou-
ncil, a grassroots umbrella orga-
nization, citing the International 
Labour Organization’s Conven-

tion 169 on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples, which Brazil signed.

Hekurari said his people need 
international cooperation, but his 
organization would never accept 
money from a jewelry company.

In his trips along the Yanomami 
territory, an area the size of Portu-
gal, the Yanomami leader has en-
countered scores of skeletal chil-
dren in communities under siege 
by thousands of illegal miners. In 
March, his organization, Urihi, 
launched an online campaign to 
raise awareness against the gold 
trade and in a video the Yanoma-
mi leader calls on Oscar winners 
to replace the famous gold-plated 
statuettes with wooden figures of 
Omama, a mythical entity.

“When someone buys gold in a 
jewelry store, he is financing more 
invasions to destroy Indigenous 
lands,” he said. “It is not just a ma-
tter of extracting gold. It is a mat-
ter of reaping lives.”

Cartier declined to comment 
on the Yanomami’s appeal for 
people to stop buying gold jewelry 
but, when contacted by The Asso-
ciated Press in late March, Cartier 
removed the picture and the pro-
ject description. Funds had been 
allocated to a forest-preservation 
project but ended up being used 
to acquire medical equipment to 
fight COVID-19 among the Yano-
mami, the company said. A dona-
tion worth $74,200 was made in 
June 2020.

The inaccurate description 
“was a regrettable oversight on 
our part, and it was addressed im-

mediately after it was brought to 
our attention,” the company said.

But the problem is bigger than 
poor image choices, many say. 
Dário Kopenawa, vice-president 
of the Hutukara Yanomami As-
sociation, said he believes that, 
“anyone who buys a gold ring is 
part of the crime.”

Cartier and its foundation des-
cribe their relationship as arms-
-length. Kopenawa also made a 
distinction between Cartier and 
its namesake foundation.

“We know that Cartier buys 
gold all over the world ... but the 
foundation is different. It is ano-
ther coordinator, another branch. 
It supports the protection of the 
Yanomami,” he said.

In February, Kopenawa even 
flew to New York to attend “Yano-
mami Struggle - Art and Activism 
in the Amazon,” the exhibit spon-
sored by the Fondation Cartier 
with photographic portraits of In-
digenous people alongside works 
by Yanomami artists. Kopenawa 
and other Yanomami participated 
in the opening ceremony, with 
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres among the guests.

Fondation Cartier has a col-
lection of nearly 2,000 works at 
its Paris headquarters. The foun-
dation “is run by an independent 
dedicated team of professionals 
from the art world in charge of 
defining and implementing the 
artistic program,” it said.

The foundation is led by Alain 
Dominique Perrin, a prominent 
figure in the luxury industry who 
previously served as Richemont’s 
top executive. In a 2018 interview 
with French business magazine 
Entreprendre, he emphasized the 
corporate value of arts patronage.

“Patronage is similar to spon-
sorship: You help an artist to 
exhibit, to gain recognition and 
to develop, but in return, the Fon-
dation receives praise from the 
press, the media and social ne-
tworks, which necessarily benefi-
ts the company,” he said.

The foundation, “will beco-
me a focal point for the manage-
ment and the image of the Car-
tier brand,” Richemont wrote in 
its 1994 annual report, when the 
headquarters was inaugurated 
with 12,000 square feet of exhibi-
tion space.

French anthropologist Bruce 
Albert has been engaged with the 
Yanomami for decades, partici-
pating in a campaign in the 1990s 
that secured the tribe’s land de-
marcation. He connected Fonda-
tion Cartier with the Yanomami in 
2003. That year, Albert curated the 
first photo and art exhibit about 
the Yanomami sponsored by the 
foundation.

When it comes to acquiring 
gold, Cartier says the vast majori-
ty is purchased recycled and the 
company conforms to standards 
of the Responsible Jewelry Council, 
which describes itself as the world’s 
leading sustainability standard-se-
tting organization for the jewelry 
and watch industry. MDT/AP
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Gundogan is Guardiola’s go-to guy 
again in City’s latest title march
STEVE DOUGLAS

P
EP Guardiola’s first sig-
ning as Manchester City 
manager will go down as 
one of his best.

Reliable, versatile and delive-
ring when it really matters, Ilkay 
Gundogan is perhaps the player 
who best epitomizes Guardiola’s 
trophy-laden era at City since 
they arrived at the club within 
weeks of each other in 2016.

And this season, the Germany 
midfielder’s importance to City 
has magnified as the team 
powers toward another Premier 
League title and, just maybe, a 
trio of major trophies.

In the past week, Gundogan 
has played three pressure-filled 
games in three different posi-
tions and scored four goals.

“He can do everything,” Guar-
diola said of Gundogan after his 
two goals in the 3-0 win at Ever-
ton yesterday [Macau time] that 
has left City on the brink of the 
title.

Against Everton, Gundogan 

played as an attacking midfiel-
der just off Erling Haaland and 
showed his eye for goal by fli-
cking the ball up to himself in 
the middle of a crowded area 
and deftly poking home a finish 
to put City ahead. He then non-

chalantly curled in a free kick to 
make it 3-0.

Five days earlier, he played a 
slightly more withdrawn role, 
closer to midfield anchorman 
Rodri, as City drew 1-1 with Real 
Madrid in the Champions Lea-

gue semifinals at the Santiago 
Bernabeu Stadium.

And three days before that, 
Gundogan had filled in for the 
rested Rodri as the deep-lying 
midfielder in City’s 2-1 win over 
Leeds in the Premier League. Oh, 
and he scored twice then, too, by 
dispatching edge-of-the-area fi-
nishes after arriving late to join 
attacks.

“He shows again, again and 
again his quality and his im-
portance,” Guardiola said. “His 
commitment to all of us at the 
club.”

The next few weeks will show 
just how committed City is to 
Gundogan.

The 32-year-old midfielder’s 
contract is expiring at the end 
of this season and he has been 
linked with an offseason move 
to Barcelona.

Guardiola wants Gundogan 
to remain at the club — “Nobody 
knows what is going to happen,” 
the Spanish coach said. “Maybe 
he stays. Hopefully.” — but the 
player’s age might be an issue, 

with reports suggesting he wan-
ts a two-year deal and City only 
want to give him a 12-month 
contract.

With uncertainty over the 
future of another key midfiel-
der, Bernardo Silva, Guardiola 
faces the alarming prospect of 
losing two of his most influen-
tial players in the same offsea-
son. Two players who are so 
important to the way City ope-
rates with its suffocating pres-
sing game and stylish attacking 
approach.

Ahead of what might be his 
own last season at City, Guardio-
la surely will insist that does not 
happen.

Gundogan, in particular, is 
Guardiola’s comfort blanket, his 
man for all seasons.

After joining from Borussia 
Dortmund for about 20 million 
pounds ($25 million), he spent 
the first four seasons as mostly 
a back-up for a stellar midfield 
comprising Fernandinho, Kevin 
De Bruyne and David Silva. He 
particularly came into his own in 
the 2018-19 campaign when he 
played as the anchorman in pla-
ce of the injured Fernandinho in 
the final months as City held off 
Liverpool to win a second league 
title under Guardiola.

Last season, he memorably 
scored the two late goals against 
Aston Villa on the final day to 
ensure City again edged Liver-
pool for the title.  MDT/AP

Manchester City’s Ilkay Gundogan (center) scores his side’s opening goal 
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UK Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
was in Britain Monday on 
his whirlwind European 
tour, as the staunch 
ally of Kyiv promised to 
give Ukraine hundreds 
more missiles and attack 
drones in an effort to 
change the course 
of the war. Zelenskyy 
landed by helicopter at 
Chequers, the British 
leader’s official country 
retreat, where he 
was greeted by Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak with 
a handshake and a hug. 
Sunak told Zelenskyy 
that “your leadership, 
your country’s bravery 
and fortitude are an 
inspiration to us all.”

Cyprus and Israel are 
working on a deal to 
build a pipeline that 
will convey natural gas 
from both countries to 
the east Mediterranean 
island nation, where 
it will be liquefied 
for export by ship to 
Europe and potentially 
elsewhere, the Cypriot 
energy minister said. 
Minister Giorgos 
Papanastasiou said 
Monday he would soon 
visit Israel to hammer 
out a formal agreement. 
Once the deal is signed, 
the pipeline could be 
completed in 18 months. 
It will take 2 ½ years to 
build a liquefaction plant 
on Cyprus.

United Nations Member 
countries of the U.N. 
migration agency were 
casting ballots yesterday 
to choose its leader 
for the next five years 
— an unusual contest 
between its European 
director-general and 
his American deputy 
who’s looking to oust 
him from the job. 
After a first round of 
voting, International 
Organization for 
Migration director-
general Antonio Vitorino 
of Portugal (pictured) 
received 67 votes and 
his Biden administration-
backed deputy, Amy 
Pope, garnered 98, 
three diplomatic officials 
said on condition 
of anonymity about 
the closed-door 
proceedings.

Turkey presidential election will go to runoff 
as Erdogan performs better than expected

Turkey’s presidential election will be decided in a runoff, election 
officials said yesterday, after incumbent Recep Tayyip Erdogan pulled 
ahead of his chief challenger, but fell short of an outright victory that 
would extend his increasingly authoritarian rule into a third decade.

The May 28 second-round vote will determine whether the strate-
gically located NATO country remains under the president’s firm grip 
or can embark on a more democratic course promised by his main 
rival, Kemal Kilicdaroglu.

While Erdogan has governed for 20 years, opinion polls had sug-
gested that run could be coming to an end and that a cost-of-living 

crisis and criticism over the government’s response to a devastating 
February earthquake might redraw the electoral map.

Instead, Erdogan’s retreat was still less marked than predicted — 
and with his alliance retaining its hold on the parliament, he is now in 
a good position to win in the second round.

The uncertainty drove the main Turkish stock exchange BIST-100 
more than 6% lower at the open yesterday, prompting a temporary 
halt in trading. But shares recovered some after trading resumed, and 
the index was 2.5% lower in the afternoon compared to the market 
close Friday.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

FOR the first time, the Uni-
ted Nations will officially 

commemorate the flight of 
hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians from what is 
now Israel on the 75th anni-
versary of their exodus — an 
action stemming from the 
U.N.’s partition of British-ru-
led Palestine into separate 
Jewish and Arab states.

Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas is headli-
ning today’s [Macau time] 
U.N. commemoration of 
what Palestinians call the 
“Nakba” or “catastrophe.”

Riyad Mansour, the Pa-
lestinian U.N. ambassador, 
called the U.N. observance 
“historic” and significant be-
cause the General Assembly 
played a key role in the parti-
tion of Palestine.

“It’s acknowledging the 
responsibility of the U.N. of 
not being able to resolve this 
catastrophe for the Pales-
tinian people for 75 years,” 
Mansour told a group of 
U.N. reporters recently.

He said “the catastrophe 
to the Palestinian people is 
still ongoing:” The Palesti-
nians still don’t have an in-
dependent state, and they 
don’t have the right to return 
to their homes as called for 
in a General Assembly reso-
lution adopted in December 
1948.

Israel’s U.N. ambassador, 
Gilad Erdan, condemned 
the commemoration, calling 
it an “abominable event” 
and a “blatant attempt to 
distort history.” He said tho-

se who attend will be con-
doning antisemitism and 
giving a green light to Pales-
tinians “to continue exploi-
ting international organs to 
promote their libelous nar-
rative.”

The General Assembly, 
which had 57 member na-
tions in 1947, approved the 
resolution dividing Palesti-
ne by a vote of 33-13 with 10 
abstentions. The Jewish side 
accepted the U.N. partition 
plan and after the British 
mandate expired in 1948, 
Israel declared its indepen-
dence. The Arabs rejected 
the plan and neighboring 
Arab countries launched a 
war against the Jewish state.

The Nakba commemo-
rates the estimated 700,000 
Palestinians who fled or 
were forced from their ho-
mes in 1948.

The fate of these refugees 
and their descendants — 
estimated at over 5 million 
across the Middle East — 
remains a major disputed 
issue in the Arab-Israeli con-
flict. Israel rejects demands 
for a mass return of refugees 
to long-lost homes, saying it 
would threaten the country’s 
Jewish character.

As the 75th anniver-
sary approached, the now 
193-member General As-
sembly approved a resolu-
tion last Nov. 30 by a vote of 
90-30 with 47 abstentions 
requesting the U.N. 

The United States was 
among the countries that 
joined Israel in voting 

against the resolution, and 
the U.S. Mission said no 
American diplomat will at-
tend the commemoration.

Explaining why a U.N. 
commemoration took so 
long, Mansour told The As-
sociated Press on Friday that 
the Palestinians have mo-
ved cautiously at the United 
Nations since the General 
Assembly raised their status 
in 2012 from a non-member 
observer to a non-member 
observer state.

U.N. recognition as a sta-
te enabled the Palestinians 
to join treaties, take cases 
against Israel’s occupation to 
the International Criminal 
Court and the International 
Court of Justice, which is the 
U.N.’s highest tribunal, and 
in 2019 to chair the Group of 
77, the U.N. coalition of 134 
mainly developing nations 
and China, he said.

At the 70th anniversary 
of the 1948 exodus five years 
ago, Mansour said, “the word 
Nakba was used in a General 
Assembly resolution for the 
first time,” and Abbas then 
gave instructions to obtain 
a mandate from the U.N. 
to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary.

The Nakba commemo-
ration comes as Israeli-Pa-
lestinian fighting has in-
tensified and protests over 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s right-wing go-
vernment and its plan to 
overhaul Israel’s judiciary 
show no sign of abating. 
MDT/AP

UN to commemorate 
Palestinians’ 1948 
flight from Israel 
for the first time

AP
 P

H
O

TO

A group of Arab refugees walks along a road from Jerusalem to Lebanon, carrying their belongings with 
them on Nov. 9, 1948

High hopes for 
five-nation peace 
shuttling

From Monday, Special Representative 
of the Chinese Government on Eurasian 
Affairs Li Hui is paying visits to Ukraine, 
Poland, France, Germany and Russia for 
communication aimed at promoting a po-
litical settlement to the Ukraine crisis.

Since the start of the crisis, China has 
adopted a principled position calling for 
joint efforts to promote an end to the 
conflict. As the crisis has dragged on and 
escalated, and the spillover effects have 
worsened, a growing number of countries 
have acknowledged the road map to peace 
that China proposed in its position paper.

The 12 points set out in the paper take 
into account the legitimate concerns of all 
parties and look beyond a cessation of the 
current hostilities to the broader issues of 
reducing strategic risks and mitigating the 
spillover effects that have been caused by 
the conflict. As a feasible foundation on 
which to build a consensus, it has received 
extensive understanding and recognition 
from the international community.

Through his coordination, Li will hope to 
provide momentum for the resumption of 
peace talks between Ukraine and Russia 
and seek to foster agreement on a balan-
ced, effective and sustainable security ar-
chitecture for Europe.

Ukraine and Russia are the two bellige-
rents and any end to the crisis necessitates 
dialogue between them to de-escalate the 
situation and ultimately reach a cease-fi-
re and establish the conditions in which 
peace talks can have a chance to bear fruit.

Poland, France and Germany are key 
stakeholders in realizing the broadest 
common understanding in Europe of any 
peace agreement.

It is notable, that the United States is not 
among Li’s destinations. Although US Se-
cretary of State Antony Blinken said that 
“We’re open to any country engaging in 
responsible efforts to try to advance pea-
ce”, the US has not yet demonstrated its 
willingness to create the space necessary 
for the compromises that could bring an 
end to the conflict.

Having played Europe against Russia 
with the aim of permanently debilitating 
it, scared several European nations into 
joining NATO and made a profit of $100 
million per ship by selling liquefied natu-
ral gas to Europe with Russia’s gas supply 
cut, the US has perhaps been the only be-
neficiary from the bloodshed in Europe. 
And it has certainly been the biggest. As 
such it is questionable whether it is “open” 
to any efforts to try to advance peace, as 
Blinken claimed.

Regardless, China will continue to play 
a constructive role by making efforts to 
broker peace talks. It has expressed its 
hopes that the international community 
will extend its support to Li’s efforts by not 
making any moves that exacerbate ten-
sions and protract the fighting.

It is to be hoped that the US will honor 
Blinken’s words by heeding that call.
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