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THE CITY HAS OVER 20% OF CELLPHONES 
USING 5G SERVICE, LAU WAI MENG, 

DIRECTOR OF MACAO POST AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU, SAID  P3 P3
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North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un examined a finished 
military spy satellite, which 
his country is expected to 
launch soon, during a visit to 
an aerospace facility where 
he described space-based 
reconnaissance as crucial 
for countering the U.S. and 
South Korea. Kim approved 
an unspecified “future 
action plan” in preparations 
for launching the satellite, 
North Korea’s official Korean 
Central News Agency said 
yesterday.

Indonesian police 
investigating the deaths of 
a Chinese couple whose 
bodies were found bloodied 
and naked at a hotel in the 
resort island of Bali said 
yesterday that the boyfriend 
killed the woman before 
killing himself. Police also 
said that the crime scene 
investigation and surveillance 
cameras from three hotels 
in Bali where the two stayed 
suggested that Cheng 
Jianan, 22, was tortured and 
drowned in a bathtub by her 
25-year-old boyfriend, Lhi 
Chiming, following a series of 
arguments and fights.

Indonesian authorities 
arrested the information 
technology minister as part 
of an investigation into a 
million-dollar corruption 
scandal linked to the 
construction of mobile 
phone transmission 
towers in remote regions. 
Communication and 
Information Technology 
Minister Johnny G. Plate 
(pictured) was arrested after 
showing up for questioning 
at the Attorney General’s 
Office, said Kuntadi, the 
director of investigation at 
the prosecutor’s office. If he 
is formally charged, it may 
further tarnish President 
Joko Widodo’s credibility 
when it comes to fighting 
corruption.
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BIDEN SCRAPS VISIT 
TO AUSTRALIA, 

PAPUA TO FOCUS ON 
DEBT LIMIT TALKS  P8

MACAU RANKS 
POORLY IN 
REALTOR’S INDEX
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High blood 

pressure 
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increasing: 
Gov’t

URBAN PLANNING

Lawmaker criticizes 
gov’t for lack of 

vision for city
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IFTM students 
developed innovative 
smart tourism 
concepts for 
Sustaincia

The Macao Institute for Tourism Studies 
(IFTM) has partnered with Macau-based 
high-tech enterprises consortium 
Sustaincia to organize courses and 
workshops about an innovative smart 
tourism concept developed by IFTM 
students. The students analyzed 
numerous scientific papers on smart 
tourism technology to understand the 
sector and interviewed almost 100 
tourists to clarify tourists’ perception of 
smart tourism technologies. The results 
were revealed at the Lisboeta Hotel’s 
H853 Fun Factory. Representatives 
from Sustaincia attended, including 
co-founder Terence Lee who said 
that “there [were] numerous novel and 
useful solutions worth following up in 
the future.” 

Construction forum 
to be held on Jun.1

The International Infrastructure 
Investment and Construction Forum 
will hold its 14th edition at The 
Venetian Macao on June 1-2 with 
over 3,000 members from political, 
business and academic circles 
from more than 60 countries and 
regions attending. This edition aims 
to reinforce the global economic 
recovery and to highlight trends in 
green and low-carbon developments. 
It will also explore new types of 
energy and support cooperation 
between companies. According to 
the Macao Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute, the Forum 
has steadily gained momentum in 
terms of scale and international 
influence since it began in Macau, with 
registrations expected to double this 
year compared to 2022. 

Gaming taxes total 
MOP4.95b in April

Macau’s April gaming tax revenue 
was above MOP4.95 billion with a 
total gross gaming revenue (GGR) of 
more than MOP14.72 billion. This is 
the best monthly performance since 
January 2020, the Financial Services 
Bureau has disclosed. From Jan. 1 to 
April 30, the government collected 
almost MOP15.07 billion in fiscal 
revenue from taxes on gaming, an 
increase of 47.6% from the prior-year 
period. This regained momentum 
corresponds to nearly half of the 
MOP10.11 billion gaming tax revenue 
collected in the first three months 
of the year, leading to government 
estimates that casino GGR might 
reach MOP130 billion in 2023, and 
that revenue from gaming taxes 
might reach more than MOP50 billion. 

URBAN PLANNING

Lawmaker criticizes gov’t for 
lack of preparation for city

PUBLIC WORKS

Association head calls for further 
efforts against Inner Harbour floods
ANTHONY LAM

ALTHOUGH the go-
vernment has im-

plemented projects that 
managed to contain 
flooding in Inner Har-
bour, more should be 
done to completely era-
dicate the problem.

Flooding is still a 
phenomenon in the In-
ner Harbour district as 
storm surges caused by 
typhoons and heavy rains 
still occur every year. 
Countless residents and 
merchants in the district 
still regularly live in fear, 
Siu Chong Meng, presi-
dent of District Develo-
pment Promotion Asso-
ciation, told local media 
Macao Daily News.

He recalled that in 
2021, his association in-
vited several professio-

nals and academics who 
were concerned with 
the Inner Harbour to a 

forum in Macau. Their 
conclusion was that 
building higher dams 
on the sea not far away 
from the shore would be 
a better solution to the 
storm surges caused by 
typhoons.

To implement the 
conclusion, it was sug-
gested that land be re-
claimed from the sea 15 
to 20 meters off the sho-
re to make a green leisu-
re area. The dock should 
be retained and rejuve-
nated for value-adding 
purposes.

Multi-level embank-
ments with water stora-
ge underneath should 
be built on the periphery 
of the leisure area. The 
ground level would be 

reserved for road traffic 
and the underground 
level for railway traffic. 
Any constructions built 
atop the area would be 
for leisure purposes.

The coast of the leisu-
re area could be used as 
new docks for ships and 
ferries. It could also be 
refined as marine tou-
rism facilities.

He considers this 
a key plan to improve 
flood management in 
the Inner Harbour.

He considers criti-
cism about the elevated 
leisure area’s potential 
risks to scenes and views 
at the Inner Harbour in-
valid. He does not appre-
ciate the scene at the In-
ner Harbour and finds 
the air in the district re-
volting.

He describes the In-
ner Harbour scene as 
“worthless in terms of 
appreciation” and sel-
dom sees people en-
joying the views there.

ANTHONY LAM

THE government in general 
has been lacking a long-

-term vision for major plans and 
projects, which could be seen in 
existing transport arrangemen-
ts, lawmaker Che Sai Wang said 
in his written inquiry.

Che said that in creating 
plans for major projects for 
the city, the government has 
usually been unable to foresee 
problems. An example is the re-
gular traffic congestion at New 
Urban Zone A and the Pearl of 
the Orient Roundabout.

He said that even without 
the 96,000 residents expected 
to live on the Zone, the road ne-
twork has reached its limit with 
vehicles going to mainland Chi-
na and Hong Kong.

Zone A is the connecting 
point for traffic between the 
main Peninsula and the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge.

Based on this, he expressed 
his concern that without well-

-rounded plans, future traffic at 
the Border Gate would also be 
congested as tourism activities 
resume.

Meanwhile, the Light Rapid 
Transit (LRT) East Line that will 
connect Taipa with the Border 
Gate through Zone A is being 
built. As per this plan, tourists 
and traffic will inevitably be dri-
ven to the Border Gate when the 
East Line becomes operational. 

In 2011, the government 
commissioned a company to 
research planning for the Bor-
der Gate and its neighborhood. 
Seven years later, the govern-
ment commissioned another 
research on the same area and 
topic, but no result has been 
available.

Besides criticizing the lack 
of planning for the Border Gate 
and its neighborhood, Che 
asked the government about 
progress on the research. He 
also asked when the govern-
ment would explain the delay 
of the research to the public.
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CRIME
PJ warns on ticket 
fraud following 
reports of up to 
MOP227k losses

Secretary Rosário: 
Too busy to make 
progress on land 
auction

20% of population using 5G

Macau ranked last in 
realtor’s GBA Index

STAFF REPORTER

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has received more cases of 
online shopping concert ticket fraud over the past 

five days, with the value amounting to over MOP260,000.
The cases involved seven local and mainland resi-

dents, with the highest loss of about MOP227,000. 
Among them, a Macau man made a report to the po-

lice. He contacted the seller who had successfully traded 
online before, intending to buy tickets for a concert in 
Macau in May. 

The seller claimed delivery could be made one to two 
weeks before the concert. Several friends of the buyer 
relayed the relevant concert tickets and transferred 
MOP227,000 to the seller. Later, the seller continued to 
delay the delivery, and finally claimed the tickets were 
sold out, and would arrange a refund from June to July.

The victim believed he was cheated and called the 
police.

In the other concert ticket fraud cases, most of the 
victims knew they had been cheated after they transfer-
red the deposit to the seller online. 

Previously, the PJ had been receiving reports of ticke-
ting fraud as a renowned Korean girl group is set to per-
form in the SAR this weekend. 

THE transport and public work sector “could not 
make it” in progressing with land auctions, Secre-

tary Raimundo do Rosário for the sector said yesterday.
The senior official has asked that society “give him 

more time” while responding to a question on the side-
lines of a government event.

“It won’t be too long,” he said. “But it won’t be wi-
thin days – maybe in some weeks or even months.”

“The idea came out last year, but we couldn’t make 
it. I hope this year we can,” the official added.

He did not reveal the location of the first land plot to 
be auctioned but said the press does know.

It was not the first time the official justified his team’s 
slow progress by saying it was “busy and not able to 
make it.” He once used the same reason to explain the 
same problem, but in a different area, to a parliamen-
tary plenary.  AL

ANTHONY LAM

D
ESPITE seeing 
a four-mon-
th consecuti-
ve rise, Macau 

is still ranked last in the 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
Index released by a regio-
nal realty agency.

The city has scored 
91.21 points in the GBA 
Index for April released by 
regional realtor Centaline 
Property, in contrast to 
195 points by Foshan, 188 
points by Dongguan, and 
128 points by Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen, as well as 
107 points by Hong Kong.

Nonetheless, Macau 
has seen four consecutive 
months of growth in the 
index in the one-year to 
January this year. The one-
-year peak, meanwhile, 
was seen in October 2022, 
with 99 points scored.

The overall index for 
April logged 119 points, 
0.96% growth month-o-
ver-month. The realtor at-
tributed the result to the 
constant improvement in 
Macau, Hong Kong, Guan-
gzhou and Shenzhen.

Among the 12 indices 
in April, 10 recorded an 
increase, which made it 
the best performing mon-
th in 35 months. The in-
crease ranged from 0.2% 
to 3.94%. Two cities re-
corded a decline though, 
both for less than 1%.

In addition, among the 
12 indices, eight hit this 
year’s new high, reflec-
ting the ideal pace of ur-
ban recovery in the GBA, 
followed by a steady rise 
in the property market.

Chan Wing-Kit, Asia-

-Pacific vice chairman 
and president of the re-
sidential department of 
the realtor, said that the 
Ching Ming Festival ho-
liday in April inevitably 
affected property transac-
tions, but the GBA retai-

ned the pace of recovery 
after Covid-19.

The index is based on 
the transaction prices of 
new and used real proper-
ties within the GBA as the 
core data, with each city’s 
GDP as a weight-adder.

STAFF REPORTER

THE city has over 
20% of cellpho-

ne users using 5G 
service, said Lau Wai 
Meng, director of 
Macao Post and Te-
lecommunications 
Bureau (CTT).

Speaking on the 
sidelines the World 
Telecommunication 
and Information So-
ciety Day ceremony 
yesterday, Lau said 
she is satisfied with 
the progress becau-
se when “compared 
with nearby locali-
ties, the growth of the 
user size has been 
rather fast.” The offi-
cial also said the fas-
t-paced growth was 
probably due to the 
city’s small size and 
population.

In addition, pur-
suant to the law, 5G 
license holders must 

build a network that 
covers 50% of Ma-
cau’s area within the 
first year of opera-
tion. She said all ope-

rators had achieved 
the threshold and 
some had even sur-
passed it. 

To date, CTT has 

issued two 5G licen-
ses to CTM and China 
Telecom.

Yesterday mor-
ning, CTT held an 

event to celebrate 
World Telecommuni-
cation and Informa-
tion Society Day. To 
highlight the theme 
of the day this year, 
CTT organized the-
matic lectures about 
“The Driving Force 
of Urban Develop-
ment: Innovation and 
Application of Infor-
mation and Commu-
nication Technology”, 
and invited academic 
experts, as well as re-
presentatives from 
the industry in Hong 
Kong and mainland 
China, to discuss and 
share experiences on 
the topic.

The ceremony ai-
med to highlight the 
necessity of accele-
rating sustainable 
development in the 
places where inter-
national assistance is 
needed the most, ta-
pping the full poten-
tial of the least deve-
loped countries and 
helping them make 
progress on the road 
to prosperity.
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STAFF REPORTER

REAL estate market tran-
saction values reached 

MOP6.93 billion during the 
first quarter of 2023, an in-
crease of 17.5% compared 
to last year. 

Data from the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) 
shows 1,207 building units 
and parking spaces were 
sold in the first quarter of 
2023, up 14.8% quarter-to-
-quarter, while the sale of 
residential units rose to 848 
from 649 quarter-to-quar-
ter, for a transaction value 
of MOP5.57 billion. 

In addition, the overall 
price per square meter of 
residential units increased 
2.6% quarter-to-quarter 
reaching MOP93,351. With 

an average price of those in 
Taipa of MOP95,525 and in 
Coloane of MOP98,844, this 
was a rise of 8.1% and 6.2% 
respectively. The price of 
those in the Macau Penin-
sula fell 0.6%, attaining only 
MOP91,679.

By the end of the first 
quarter of 2023, 6,582 re-
sidential units were in the 
design stage while 2,205 
others were under cons-
truction and 49 under final 
inspection, the DSEC dis-
closed.

The bureau also indi-
cated that 129 residential 
units, all located in the 
Macau Peninsula, received 
the license of use, inclu-
ding 65.9% of studio flats 
and 20.9% of one-bedroom 
units. 

STAFF REPORTER

VISITOR spending has 
surged 127.1% year-on-

-year to MOP14.98 billion in 
the first quarter of 2023, dri-
ven by an uplift of 163.7% in 
visitor arrival numbers. 

Data from the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) 
shows total spending of 
overnight visitors (MOP12.34 
billion) and same-day visi-
tors (MOP2.64 billion) leapt 
131.5% and 108.7% year-on-
-year.

Per-capita spending of vi-
sitors was MOP3,027 in the 
first quarter, down 13.9% 
year-on-year. Per-capita 
spending of overnight visi-
tors (MOP4,677) fell 40.3%, 
whereas same-day visitors 

(MOP1,141) rose 8.1%. 
Analyzed by source of vi-

sitors, those from mainland 
China spent MOP3,899 on 
average, up 8.9% year-on-
-year; while visitors from 
Hong Kong and Taiwan spent 
an average of MOP1,252 and 
MOP1,844 respectively.

Over 50% of visitor spen-
ding was on shopping 
(57.6%) in the first quarter, 
followed by accommodation 
(20.1%) and food and beve-
rages (17.4%). 

Per-capita shopping 
spending of visitors dro-
pped 29.2% year-on-year to 
MOP1,744, which was main-
ly spent on jewelry and wa-
tches (MOP405), cosmetics 
and perfume (MOP393) and 
food products (MOP340). 

STAFF REPORTER

IN light of World Hyper-
tension Day, celebra-

ted yesterday, the Health 
Bureau (SSM) revealed 
that high blood pressu-
re diseases were rising in 
Macau, when considering 
that more than 94,000 
people suffered from high 
blood pressure in 2021, an 
increase of 0.6% over 2020 
figures.

Among the top 10 cau-
ses of death in Macau in 
2021, high blood pressure 
diseases and pneumonia 
tied for second place, just 
behind malignant tumors, 
according to the SSM. 

Hypertensive patients 
also have become youn-
ger in recent years accor-
ding to Choi Chong Po, 

ANTHONY LAM

DETAILS of future currency 
issuance, such as denomina-

tions and characteristics, will be 
determined in Executive Regula-
tions, a parliamentary committee 
has disclosed.

The Second Standing Commit-
tee of the parliament has recently 
concluded its study on the bill for 
the Currency Issuance Legal Sys-
tem. President Chan Chak Mo of 
the committee disclosed to a rela-
ted press conference that the bill 
will cover both physical and digital 
currencies.

Regarding the details of issuan-
ce, the type, denominations and 

convener of the Cardio-
vascular Disease Working 
Group of the Chronic 
Disease Prevention and 

characteristics of currencies will be 
determined by Executive Regula-
tions. However, the Chief Executi-
ve will be authorized to determine 
the initial amount and subsequent 
addition of currency issued by the 
issuance of an Executive Dispatch.

The bill has room for the is-
suance of currency in digital form, 
which will be clarified with special 
laws or regulations.

Chan disclosed that the com-
mittee had questioned the gover-
nment if the determination of the 
amount by Executive Dispatches 
would in fact endanger the rigor 
of the practice. The government 
explained that the current propo-
sal would allow for a quicker res-

Control Committee, as ci-
ted in a TDM report. 

“This can be explained 
by changes in lifestyle and 

ponse to meet needs for more or 
less currency. It also assured the 
committee that systematic studies 
would be conducted prior to any 
issuance.

In contrast to the initial version 
of the bill, an additional clause 
exists in the current version, which 
requires all issuing entities to sub-
mit 100% back-up funds for the 
currency issued. Such entities in-
cludes both private banks and the 
government.

Individual people and non-fi-
nancial businesses will not be re-
quired to reject transactions made 
using currency that could be coun-
terfeit, Chan cited the government 
as saying.

diet, long-term stress or 
emotional tension,” Choi 
said. “That is why main-
taining a cheerful mood 
and cultivating a healthy 
lifestyle can help prevent 
an increase in blood pres-
sure,” he added.

“People aged 60 or abo-
ve and patients with other 
chronic diseases should 
measure their blood pres-
sure at least once a year,” 
a cardiologist at the pu-
blic hospital, Lao Pak Kao, 
said. The cardiologist fur-
ther advised that if blood 
pressure readings were 
still high following lifesty-
le adjustments, a consul-
tation with doctors for an-
tihypertensive drugs cou-
ld be necessary to reduce 
complications associated 
with hypertension.

REAL ESTATE
Transactions 
reach MOP7b in Q1 
as market prices 
increase

TOURISM
Visitor spending 
surges 130% as 
arrivals grow in Q1

HEALTH 

High blood pressure diseases 
increasing in Macau: Gov’t

Future details of 
currency issuance to 
be determined by CE
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In celebration of the “5.17 
World Telecom Day”, CTM 
demonstrated the “road 
cracks detection” smart so-
lution built on Baidu’s Pad-
dlePaddle framework. This 
application uses visual sen-
sors installed on road ins-
pection vehicles, together 

In line with the World Hyper-
tension Day, observed an-
nually on May 17, the Faculty 
of Medicine at the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology has produced a poster 
to remind citizens of this si-

CTM showcases smart solutions in World Telecom DayMUST launches poster to warn citizens of hypertension 
higher flexibility and lower 
costs. 

Also, CTM demonstrated 
a smart health application 
that brings together online 
patient consultation system, 
telesurgery system, remo-
te doctor consultation and 
intelligent ward inspection. 
The smart solution has also 
adopted facial recognition 
and AI tools for real-time 
health data analyses.

Vandy Poon, CEO of CTM 
said that with the construc-
tion of the “Cloud, Network, 
Intelligence, Security” digital 
foundation, CTM will conti-
nue to “invest in the intro-
duction and self-develop-
ment of smart solutions to 
meet the needs of Macau.”

medical advice immediately if 
your blood pressure is eleva-
ted or high. Hypertension can 
only be diagnosed by a doc-
tor, but regular blood pressu-
re measurements will let you 
know when to see a doctor. 
Hypertension can by control-
led by lifestyle changes and 
medication.”

Hypertension affects over 
1.3 billion people worldwide, 
contributing to heart disease, 
stroke and other serious heal-
th complications. In Macau 
SAR, it is the second largest 
killer, accounting for around 
11% of all deaths. Unfortu-
nately, it often goes undiag-
nosed as it typically presents 
no symptoms, earning it the 
reputation of a “silent killer.”

with 5G Edge-in-a-Box 
and Baidu Maps to provide 
real-time labelling of road 
surface defects and car-
ry out statistical analysis 
using Baidu’s PaddlePaddle, 
delivering more accurate 
management analysis for 
urban management with 

lent killer. The main messa-
ge of the poster is “Measure 
your blood pressure, live a 
better life”. 

Professor Brian Tomlinson, 
at the Faculty of Medicine, 
said “It is important to seek 

PHILANTHROPY

Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, receives 
Ms. Foundation’s Woman of Vision Award
GLENN GAMBOA, NEW YORK

M
EGHAN, the Du-
chess of Sussex, en-
couraged women 
to find inspiration 

to fight for equity as she accep-
ted the Ms. Foundation Women 
of Vision Award yesterday [Ma-
cau time], with Black Voters Ma-
tter co-founder LaTosha Brown.

“It’s never too late to start,” 
Meghan said at the Ziegfeld Ball-
room in Manhattan. “You can be 
the visionary of your own life... 
There is still so much work to be 
done.”

Her acceptance speech clo-
sed out the Ms. Foundation for 
Women’s annual gala, part of 
the nation’s oldest women’s fou-
ndation celebration of its 50th 
anniversary. The gala also kicked 
off the foundation’s largest fun-
draising campaign ever — $100 
million over the next 12 months 
— that will be used to further 
the organization’s equity-cen-
tered initiatives and its mission 
of advancing women’s collective 
power.

The foundation is already 
more than halfway to its goal. 
It announced that the late pho-
tographer and philanthropist 
Lucia Woods Lindley donated 
$50 million, the largest bequest 
in the foundation’s history. Pro-
ceeds from the gala itself raised 
another $1 million, and nearly 
$500,000 was donated by atten-
dees during dinner.

With her mother, Doria Ra-
gland, in the audience, Meghan 
recounted how Ms. Magazine 
was always in their house and 

how it affected her world view.
“I am a woman who remains 

inspired and driven by this orga-
nization,” she said, looking over 
at Ms. Foundation co-founder 
Gloria Steinem, who introdu-
ced her alongside current fou-
ndation CEO Teresa C. Younger. 
“It allowed me to recognize that 
part of my greater value and pur-
pose in life was to advocate for 
those who felt unheard, to stand 
up to injustice, and to not be 
afraid of saying what is true and 
what is just and what is right.”

Though the event was her 
first public appearance since 
she skipped the coronation of 
her father-in-law King Charles 

III earlier this month in order to 
stay at home in California for her 
son Prince Archie’s fourth birth-
day, she made no mention of the 
ceremony. Her husband Prince 
Harry attended the coronation 
in London and then rushed back 
to California.

Meghan and Prince Harry 
direct their philanthropy throu-
gh their Archewell Foundation, 
which provided nearly 13 million 
COVID-19 vaccines with partner 
Global Citizen and helped rese-
ttle nearly 175,000 refugees from 
Ukraine and Afghanistan in the 
United States with partner Wel-
come.US, according to its 2022 
annual report.

Global Citizen CEO Hugh 
Evans said the Archewell Foun-
dation leaders helped raise hun-
dreds of millions of dollars for 
the COVID-19 vaccines through 
Global Citizen VAX Live, while 
also helping convince the wor-
ld’s wealthiest nations to provide 
some of the doses to those living 
in other nations. Evans said he 
was impressed with Meghan’s 
work ethic as they teamed up 
at roundtables promoting the 
event in 2021.

“I would say she’s willing to 
roll up her sleeves and be prac-
tical,” Evans told The Associated 
Press. “When you see someone 
willing to spend their time, not 
doing the glamorous stuff, but 
willing to do the behind- the-s-
cenes stuff, that’s always a good 
sign.”

Black Voters Matter co-foun-
der LaTosha Brown received her 
Woman of Vision award from 
her longtime friend #MeToo mo-
vement founder Tarana Burke, 
who led the attendees in song 
to welcome Brown to the stage. 
Brown then delivered an uplif-
ting song of her own, before de-
livering a poignant speech about 
working for change.

“Even pain has a purpose,” 
she said. “What’s happening in 
this country right now, this isn’t 
just a matter about what the Re-
publicans or the Democrats are 
going to do. It really is a question 
about what is it that we’re going 
to do collectively to lean into 
this moment of discomfort and 
recognize it as an opportunity 
to get it right because we haven’t 
gotten it right.”

Broadway star Audra Mc-
Donald took a break from her 
current tour to attend the gala 
to show her support for the Du-
chess of Sussex and Brown. “I 
love her so much,” McDonald 
said of Brown. “It’s an honor ge-
tting to know her a little bit and 
picking her brain and getting to 
see that passion and that drive 
and that wisdom. She’s a hero.”

Brown’s organization Black 
Voters Matter works with com-
munities in 25 states and the 
District of Columbia to make 
their voting more effective, whi-
le her Black Voters Matter Ca-
pacity Building Institute funds 
voter education, registrations 
and other programs to expand 
access to voting.

“I don’t know how she does 
it all,” McDonald said. “She put 
the boots on the ground.”

The Ms. foundation also ho-
nored Wanda Irving, co-foun-
der of Dr. Shalon’s Maternal Ac-
tion Project, and Kimberly Inez 
McGuire, executive director of 
URGE, as well as Texas abortion 
rights activist Olivia Julianna 
and LGBTQ+ advocate Rebekah 
Bruesehoff.

“I no longer say I am fighting 
for equality,” said Julianna, ac-
cepting her award as an emer-
ging leader. “In modern day 
America I am not fighting for 
equality. I am fighting for libe-
ration from a white supremacist 
patriarchal system. As an open-
ly queer Latin woman, make 
no mistake, I do not want to be 
equal to men in this country. I do 
not want the power to oppress 
with intention.” MDT/AP
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Former British PM Truss warns 
of ‘China threats’ during visit

TRADE SECRETS

US announces criminal cases involving flow of 
technology, information to China, Russia and Iran
THE Justice Department 

announced a series of 
criminal cases yesterday 
[Macau time] tracing the 
illegal flow of sensitive te-
chnology, including Apple’s 
software code for self-dri-
ving cars and materials 
used for missiles, to foreign 
adversaries like Russia, Chi-
na and Iran.

Some of the alleged trade 
secret theft highlighted by 
the department dates back 
several years, but U.S. offi-
cials are drawing attention 
to the collection of cases 
now to highlight a task force 
created in February to dis-

rupt the transfer of goods to 
foreign countries.

“We are committed to 
doing all we can to prevent 
these advanced tools from 
falling into the hands of ad-
versaries who wield them 
in a way that threatens not 
only our nation’s securi-
ty but democratic values 
everywhere,” said Assistant 
Attorney General Matthew 
Olsen, who heads the Jus-
tice Department’s national 
security division.

One of the newly unsea-
led cases, in federal court 
in San Francisco, accuses a 
former Apple software en-

gineer of taking proprietary 
data related to self-driving 
cars before his last day at 
the company in 2018 and 
then boarding a one-way 
flight to China on the ni-
ght that FBI agents were 
conducting a search at his 
house. Prosecutors say the 
defendant, identified as 
Weibao Wang, is believed 
to be now “working at a 
China-based autonomous 
vehicle competitor.”

Other cases disclosed 
have resulted in arrests.

One defendant, Liming 
Li, 64, was arrested earlier 
this month on charges that 

he stole thousands of sensi-
tive files from his California 
employer, including tech-
nology that can be used in 
the manufacturing of nu-
clear submarines and mili-
tary aircraft, and used them 
to help competing Chinese 
businesses.

Li has been in custody 
since his arrest. A lawyer 
who has been representing 
him declined to comment.

Additionally, two Rus-
sian nationals, Oleg Ser-
geyevich Patsulya and Va-
silii Sergeyevich Besedin, 
were arrested in Arizona 
this month on charges of 

conspiring to send aircra-
ft parts to Russian airline 
companies. Lawyers for 
both men did not immedia-
tely return phone messages 
seeking comment.

The Justice Department 
also unsealed a separate 
criminal case accusing a 
Chinese national of cons-
piring to transmit isostatic 
graphite, a material that 
can be used in the nose of 
intercontinental ballistics, 
to Iran in violation of U.S. 
sanctions. And it charged a 
Greek national with partici-
pating in the smuggling of 
dual-use technology with a 

military application, inclu-
ding quantum cryptogra-
phy, to Russia.

The departments of Jus-
tice and Commerce and 
other agencies earlier this 
year launched the Disrup-
tive Technology Strike For-
ce as a way to prevent U.S. 
adversaries from acquiring 
sensitive technology and 
address what officials said 
is a growing problem.

“Our greatest national 
security concerns stem 
from the actions of nation-
-states like China, Russia, 
Iran and North Korea — 
nation-states that want to 
acquire sensitive U.S. te-
chnology to advance their 
military capabilities with 
their ultimate goal being to 
shift the world’s balance of 
power,” said Matthew Axel-
rod, an assistant secretary 
at the Commerce Depart-
ment. MDT/AP

F
ORMER British Prime 
Minister Liz Truss warned 
of the economic and po-
litical threats to the West 

posed by China during a visit yes-
terday to rival Taiwan.

Truss is the first former British 
prime minister since Margaret 
Thatcher in the 1990s to visit the 
self-governing island republic 
that China claims as its own ter-
ritory, to be conquered by force if 
necessary.

Still a sitting member of 
the House of Commons, Truss 
follows a growing list of elected 
representatives and former offi-
cials from the U.S., EU nations 
and elsewhere who have visited 
Taiwan to show their defiance of 
China’s threats and attempts to 
cut off the island and its high-te-
ch economy from the internatio-
nal community.

“There are those who say they 
don’t want another Cold War. But 
this is not a choice we are in a 
position to make. Because China 
has already embarked on a self-
-reliance drive, whether we want 
to decouple from their economy 
or not,” Truss said in an address to 
the Prospect Foundation at a ho-
tel in Taipei.

“China is growing its navy at an 
alarming rate and is undertaking 
the biggest military build-up in 
peacetime history,” she said.

“They have already formed 
alliances with other nations that 
want to see the free world in de-
cline. They have already made a 

choice about their strategy. The 
only choice we have is whether 
we appease and accommodate — 
or we take action to prevent con-
flict,” Truss said.

Elsewhere, Truss praised her 
successor, Rishi Sunak, for des-
cribing China as “the biggest lon-
g-term threat to Britain” in com-
ments last summer and for urging 
the closure of Chinese govern-
ment-run cultural centers known 
as Confucius Institutes, which 
have been criticized “as outlets for 
Communist Party propaganda.” 
Such services, she then said, cou-
ld instead be provided by people 
from Taiwan and Hong Kong who 
come to the United Kingdom of 

their own volition.
In Beijing, spokesperson for 

the Cabinet’s Taiwan Affairs Office 
Mao Xiaoguang accused Taiwan’s 
ruling Democratic Progressive 
Party of “spending the tax money 
of the Taiwanese people to bribe 
some anti-China politicians who 
have stepped down from office 
to stage a farce of seeking exter-
nal support for independence in 
Taiwan.”

Ma also renewed China’s mili-
tary threats against Taiwan, a day 
after the Chinese Defense Minis-
try condemned U.S. military as-
sistance to the island.

“If they continue to challenge 
and force us, we will have to take 

decisive measures to defend na-
tional sovereignty and territorial 
integrity,” Ma told reporters at a 
biweekly news conference. “No 
one should underestimate our 
strong determination, unwave-
ring will and strong ability.”

Next year is seen by some as a 
crucial period for tense relations 
between the sides, with U.S. and 
Taiwanese voters going to the 
polls. Taiwan’s leader Tsai Ing-wen 
has served the maximum two ter-
ms and her No. 2 Lai Ching-te, a 
strong independence supporter, 
will be running for the DPP.

Meanwhile, the main opposi-
tion Nationalist Party, or Kuomin-
tang, yesterday nominated local 
politician Hou Yu-ih as its candi-
date in the January election. Hou 
rose to prominence as a top police 
official but has relatively little ex-
perience dealing with China and 
Taiwan’s international partners.

Taiwan will also elect a new le-
gislature, which is currently con-
trolled by the ruling party.

China’s relations with Britain 
and most other Western demo-
cracies have been in steep decline 
in recent years, largely as a result 
of disputes over human rights, 
trade technology, Hong Kong, and 
China’s aggressive moves toward 
Taiwan and in the South China 
Sea.

China has said a key previous 
bilateral agreement on Hong 
Kong no longer applies and has 
rejected British expressions of 
concern as interference in Chi-

na’s domestic political affairs. 
China has also been angered by 
a joint Australian-U.S.-British 
agreement known as AUKUS that 
would provide Australia with nu-
clear-powered submarines in part 
to counter the perceived rising 
threat from China.

Truss, who served an ill-fated 
seven weeks as prime minister 
last year, also said China “could 
not be trusted to follow throu-
gh on its commitments” in areas 
from trade to protection of the en-
vironment.

And she praised Taiwan as “an 
enduring rebuke to totalitaria-
nism” whose fate was a “core inte-
rest” to Europe.

“A blockade or invasion of 
Taiwan would undermine free-
dom and democracy in Europe. 
Just as a Russian victory in Ukrai-
ne would undermine freedom 
and democracy in the Pacific,” 
Truss said.

“We in the United Kingdom 
and the free world must do all we 
can to back you,” she said.

Truss’ remarks also stood in 
stark contrast to published com-
ments from French President 
Emmanuel Macron last month 
that elicited doubts about whe-
ther Macron’s views were in line 
with other European countries on 
Taiwan’s status.

“The question we need to 
answer, as Europeans, is the 
following: Is it in our interest to 
accelerate (a crisis) on Taiwan? 
No,” Macron was quoted as saying 
in the interview.

“The worst thing would be to 
think that we Europeans must be-
come followers on this topic and 
take our cue from the U.S. agenda 
and a Chinese overreaction.”

Shortly afterward, Macron de-
nied any change on France’s views 
toward Taiwan, saying, “We are 
for the status quo, and this policy 
is constant.” MDT/AP

Former Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss delivers a speech on the second day of her 
five-day visit in Taipei
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INDIAN OCEAN

39 missing after Chinese fishing boat 
capsizes in the middle of the ocean
S

EVERAL ships and 
aircraft searched 
yesterdayfor 39 peo-
ple reported missing 

after a Chinese fishing boat 
capsized in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean.

Chinese state broadcas-
ter CCTV said the accident 
happened around 3 a.m. 
Tuesday. The report said the 
crew includes 17 from Chi-
na, 17 from Indonesia and 
five from the Philippines.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
and Prime Minister Li Qiang 
have ordered Chinese diplo-
mats abroad, as well as the 
agriculture and transporta-
tion ministries, to assist in 
the search for survivors.

“All-out efforts” must be 
made in the rescue ope-
ration, Xi was quoted as 
saying by the official Xi-
nhua News Agency. Li orde-
red unspecified measures 
to “reduce casualties and 
strengthen safety manage-
ment of fishing vessels at 
sea to ensure safe maritime 
transport and production,” 
Xinhua said.

No word was given on 
the cause of the capsizing.

Australia, Indonesia and 
the Philippines have also 
expressed their willingness 
to join in the search. Indo-
nesia’s National Search and 
Rescue Agency said the 
capsizing occurred about 
4,600 kilometers (2,900 
miles) northwest of Austra-
lia.

Several ships and an Aus-
tralian Defense Force P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft have been 
searching the area. The In-
dian Ocean stretches from 
South Asia and the Arabian 
Peninsula to east Africa and 
western Australia. No survi-
vors or life rafts have been 
spotted.

The Philippine Coast 
Guard Command Center 
said yesterday it was mo-
nitoring the situation and 
coordinating with the Chi-
nese Embassy in Manila, as 
well as search and rescue 
teams operating near the 
vessel’s last known location.

The Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority said it was 
coordinating the search in 
what it called a remote lo-
cation in the Indian Ocean, 
about 5,000 kilometers 
(3,100 miles) northwest of 
the coastal city of Perth. It 
said the agency received a 

distress beacon signal from 
the fishing vessel at about 
5:30 a.m. Tuesday, Austra-
lian time, and that weather 
conditions in the area Tues-
day were “extreme,” but 
had improved by yesterday.

Along the Bay of Ben-
gal at the Indian Ocean’s 
northern end, Myanmar 
and Bangladesh were un-
dergoing recovery from 
a powerful cyclone that 
smashed into their coastli-
nes, causing widespread 
destruction and at least 21 
deaths, with hundreds of 
others believed missing.

Merchant and fishing 
vessels in the area were also 
searching for survivors yes-
terday.

A Perth-based Challen-
ger rescue aircraft will drop 
a buoy to help with drift 
modelling to further assist 
in the search, the agency 
said.

The search covered an 
area virtually in the center 
of the Indian Ocean. The 
capsized hull was spotted 
and the transmitter detec-
ted more than 1,000 kilo-
meters south of Sri Lanka, 
with nearest port appearing 
to be the island chain of the 
Maldives, about 500 kilo-
meters to the north of the 
search area.

The Lu Peng Yuan Yu 028 
was based in the eastern 
coastal province of Shan-
dong, operated by the Pen-
glai Jinglu Fishery Co. Ltd., 
according to the reports. 

Another Chinese vessel, Lu 
Peng Yuan Yu 018, is opera-
ting near to the upturned 
hull and has been asked to 
conduct a grid search for 
survivors, according to the 
Indonesian agency.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said additional 
rescue assets were on their 
way to the scene.

“We will continue to take 
all measures possible with 
all parties to search and 
rescue the missing persons. 
The Chinese side thanks the 
Australian maritime search 
and rescue department for 
promptly dispatching air-
craft and coordinating pas-
sing foreign ships to partici-
pate in the search and res-
cue,” Wang told reporters at 
a daily briefing.

China is believed to 
operate the world’s largest 
fishing fleet. Many of them 
stay at sea for months or 
even years at a time, su-
pported by Chinese state 
maritime security agencies 
and a sprawling network of 
support vessels.

Chinese squid fishing 
ships have been docu-
mented using wide nets 
to illegally catch already 
overfished tuna as part of 
a surge in unregulated ac-
tivity in the Indian Ocean, 
according to a report relea-
sed in 2021 by a Norway-
-based watchdog group 
that highlighted growing 
concerns about the lack of 

international cooperation 
to protect marine species 
on the high seas.

The group, called Trygg 
Mat Tracking, found that 

the number of squid ves-
sels in the high seas of the 
Indian Ocean — where 
fishing of the species is not 
regulated — has increased 

six-fold since 2016.
The U.S. Coast Guard 

was also involved in a dan-
gerous confrontation with 
Chinese vessels not far 
from Ecuador’s Galapagos 
Islands in 2022 during a 
mission to inspect the ves-
sels for any signs of illegal, 
unreported or unregulated 
fishing.

Chinese fishing ves-
sels operating illegally are 
known to sail “dark,” with 
their mandatory tracking 
device that gives a ship’s 
position either switched off, 
transmitting intermittently, 
or providing false identi-
fiers.

In 2014, Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370 was believed to 
have gone down somewhe-
re in the Indian Ocean with 
239 people aboard. That 
Boeing 777, which remains 
missing, became invisible 
to civilian radar when its 
transponder locating de-
vice stopped transmitting 
during a flight from Kuala 
Lumpur. MDT/AP
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Almost exactly a year after signing the North Atlantic 
Treaty, 12 nations have agreed a permanent organisation 
for the defence of the United States and Europe.

The final meeting of the fourth session of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, or Nato as it has become 
known, was held in front of cameras at Lancaster House 
in London.

The 12 foreign ministers sat around a horseshoe table, 
with the United States Secretary of State, Dean Ache-
son, at the centre. A large audience of newspaper and 
newsreel correspondents, cameramen and photogra-
phers broadcast their speeches around the world.

During negotiations over the past few days, the mi-
nisters have reached agreement over a communiqué 
outlining the aims of the Organisation, and setting out a 
six-point plan for strengthening ties between their coun-
tries.

Key among these was the establishment of a council of 
deputies, with a permanent chairman and a full-time sta-
ff, to put the objectives of the Treaty into action.

Opening the meeting, Mr Acheson thanked all his 
colleagues for their “tireless efforts” and said that “ge-
nuine progress” had been made.

“Throughout its deliberations, the council has recogni-
sed that only through coordinated plans and effort could 
its great objectives be achieved,” he said.

He then went on to read the communiqué, which spoke 
of the principles behind Nato and outlined the objectives 
the organisation is working towards.

It stressed the importance of seeking a diplomatic solu-
tion before military force is used, but where some nations 
are not willing to cooperate, it said, “the maintenance of 
peace and the defence of freedom require the organisa-
tion of adequate military defence.”

The communiqué also includes directives on defence, 
finance and economics, and establishes a North Atlantic 
planning board for shipping.

The British Foreign Minister, Ernest Bevin, called the 
agreement one of “historic significance”.

“I’m afraid we cannot arrive at sensational decisions,” he 
told the meeting. “This business of building for peace is a 
very grim business, and it has to be worked for day in and 
day out.

“We must never give up faith in its ultimate trials.”

Courtesy BBC News

1950 US and EUropE
   agrEE nato aimS

In context

The 12 nations who signed the North Atlantic Treaty in 
1949 were Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Britain, 
Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal and the United States.
Later in 1950, US general and future president Dwight D 
Eisenhower was appointed Nato’s first supreme com-
mander.
Nato soon ran into controversy when West Germany was 
included in the Treaty in 1955. The Soviet Union saw it 
as a direct threat, and in the same year created a count-
er-alliance called the Warsaw Pact.
When the Cold War ended, the Warsaw Pact was dis-
solved in 1991.
No longer directed at the perceived threat of Soviet 
aggression, Nato formed closer ties with Eastern Europe 
and began a major re-evaluation of its role.
The Organisation’s first aggressive action took place in 
1995, in a campaign of airstrikes launched against Bos-
nian Serb positions in the former Yugoslavia.

this day in historyUSA

Biden scraps planned visit to 
Australia, Papua New Guinea 
to focus on debt limit talks

rity for the President,” White 
House press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said. “This is vital 
to our ability to advance our 
foreign policy goals and better 
promote global stability and 
prosperity. We look forward 
to finding other ways to en-
gage with Australia, the Quad, 
Papua New Guinea and the 
leaders of the Pacific Islands 
Forum in the coming year.”

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida has invited Al-
banese, Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi as well as 
Pacific Island leaders to come 
to Hiroshima during the G-7. 
Albanese in an Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. interview 
said that the Quad leaders are 
now hoping to hold a meeting 
in Hiroshima.

“We’ll also hopefully be 
able to find a time when the 
four of us can sit down,” Al-
banese said. “We will have to 
organize the logistics of the 
Quad meeting now in Sydney 
and we’ll be discussing with 
our partners in the U.S., but 
also Japan and India over the 
next day or so.”

Biden had been schedu-
led to travel on to Papua New 
Guinea to meet with Pacific 
Island leaders and then to 
Australia for a meeting of the 
leaders of the Quad partner-
ship, made up of the U.S., 
Australia, India and Japan. 
The Papua New Guinea stop 
would have been the first vi-
sit by a sitting U.S. president 
to the island country of more 
than 9 million people.

The Quad partnership first 
formed during the response 

to the 2004 Indian Ocean tsu-
nami that killed some 230,000 
people. Since coming into of-
fice, Biden has tried to reinvi-
gorate the Quad as part of his 
broader effort to put greater 
U.S. focus on the Pacific and 
counter increasing economic 
and military assertiveness by 
China in the region.

Biden announced his de-
cision soon after he wrapped 
up a meeting in the after-
noon with Republican House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, Se-
nate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., and House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jefferies, 
D-N.Y., for talks on the debt 
limit standoff.

Earlier, White House 
National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby ex-
pressed administration offi-
cials’ frustration that the debt 
talks are having an impact on 
the president’s dealings on the 
international stage.

“We wouldn’t have to have 
this conversation. I wouldn’t 
have to answer these ques-
tions if Congress just did the 
right thing,” Kirby said.

Some Republican 
lawmakers questioned Bi-
den’s decision to travel over-
seas considering the conse-
quences of the debt limit talks.

“I think he should not lea-
ve and he should focus on the 
debt limit here at home,” Sen. 
Rick Scott, R-Fla.

With the brief stop in Pa-
pua New Guinea to meet with 
Pacific Island leaders, Biden 
had hoped to demonstrate 

that the United States is com-
mitted to remaining engaged 
for the long term in the Pacific 
Islands.

The area has received di-
minished attention from the 
U.S. in the aftermath of the 
Cold War and China has in-
creasingly filled the vacuum 
— through increased aid, de-
velopment and security coo-
peration. Biden has said that 
he’s committed to changing 
that dynamic.

Last September, Biden 
hosted leaders from more 
than a dozen Pacific Island 
countries at the White House, 
announcing a new strategy 
to help to assist the region on 
climate change and maritime 
security. His administration 
also recently opened embas-
sies in the Solomon Islands 
and Tonga, and has plans to 
open one in Kiribati.

As vice president, Biden 
saw up close how domestic 
politics can complicate fo-
reign policy during the 2013 
government shutdown. Pre-
sident Barack Obama was 
forced to bail on attending the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coo-
peration summit and the East 
Asia Summit in Brunei as well 
as a visit to Malaysia and the 
Philippines in the midst of a 
government shutdown as he 
negotiated with GOP leaders.

President Bill Clinton 
opted to skip his scheduled 
participation in the APEC 
summit in Japan in the 
midst of the 1995 govern-
ment shutdown. He opted to 
send Vice President Al Gore 
in his place. MDT/AP

AAMER MADHANI, 
WASHINGTON

P
RESIDENT Joe Biden 
said yesterday [Ma-
cau time] he’s cur-
tailing his upcoming 

trip to the Indo-Pacific, scra-
pping what was to be a histo-
ric stop in Papua New Guinea 
as well as a visit to Australia 
for a gathering with fellow 
leaders of the so-called Quad 
partnership so he can focus 
on debt limit talks in Washin-
gton.

The scuttling of two of the 
three legs of the overseas trip 
is a foreign policy setback for 
an administration that has 
made putting a greater focus 
on the Pacific region central 
to its global outreach.

Biden said he still plans to 
depart today for Hiroshima, 
Japan, for a Group of Seven 
summit with leaders from 
some of the world’s major 
economies. He will return to 
the U.S. on Sunday.

“I’m postponing the Aus-
tralia portion of the trip and 
my stop in Papua New Gui-
nea in order to be back for 
the final negotiations with 
congressional leaders,” Biden 
said at the start of a Jewish 
American Heritage Month 
event at the White House. He 
added, “The nature of the pre-
sidency is addressing many of 
the critical matters all at once. 
So I’m confident we’re going 
to continue to make progress 
toward avoiding the default 
and fulfilling America’s res-
ponsibility as a leader on the 
world stage.”

Biden said he spoke to 
Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese earlier yes-
terday to inform him he was 
postponing a visit to Australia 
and invited him to Washing-
ton for an official state visit at 
a yet-to-be determined date. 
White House staff broke the 
news to Papua New Guinea 
Prime Minister James Mara-
pe.

White House officials did 
not offer an immediate res-
ponse to questions about 
when Biden might reschedule 
visits to the two countries.

“Revitalizing and reinvi-
gorating our alliances and 
advancing partnerships like 
the Quad remains a key prio-
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Baseball glove; 5- Swedish imports; 10- Nourishment; 14- Doozy; 

15- Equip; 16- Hungary’s Nagy; 17- Final Four org.; 18- Expiate; 19- Cosecant’s 
reciprocal; 20- Import or export duty; 22- Voted into a seat; 24- Get thee ___ 
nunnery; 25- He sang about Alice; 26- Maintain; 30- Satisfies; 35- Loose; 36- 
Auditory apparatus; 37- That is, in Latin; 38- Adorn with “oyster gems”; 41- Pardon; 
43- Movie critic Roger; 44- NATO member; 45- ___ Aviv; 46- Kind of battery; 47- 
Piece of luggage; 50- Get in a hand; 53- Classical beginning; 54- Warship; 58- Pre-
Easter; 62- Run smoothly; 63- Terra ___; 66- Currency unit in Western Samoa; 67- 
Bhutan’s continent; 68- Sacred text of Islam; 69- Corrosion; 70- Cong. meeting; 
71- Swiftness; 72- To ___ (perfectly);
 
DOWN 1- ___ Blanc; 2- Quechua speaker; 3- Pull apart; 4- Characteristics; 5- 
Ocean traveler; 6- As a female, you could be queen or worker; 7- Flap; 8- Stupid 
mistake; 9- Bulge; 10- Money-related: 
Abbr.; 11- Fail to include; 12- Writer Sarah 
___ Jewett; 13- Exploit; 21- Opponent; 
23- Red fluorescent dye; 25- ___ Lingus; 
26- Layers; 27- Stallone role; 28- Eject; 
29- Actor Kilmer; 31- Summer drink; 32- 
Outer coat of a seed; 33- Adlai’s running 
mate; 34- Elegance; 39- Historic time; 
40- Gillette razors; 41- Tempe sch.; 42- 
Continent; 44- Exercise; 48- Driving aid; 
49- Against; 51- Makes out; 52- Scout unit; 
54- Tax experts: Abbr.; 55- Subterfuge; 56- 
“Trinity” author; 57- Some nest eggs; 59- 
Lacking slack; 60- More; 61- ___ Dogg; 
64- It’s past due; 65- ___ kwon do;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You will be able to dazzle others 
with your obvious charm and 
your outgoing nature. You may 
be emotional and quick to judge 
others. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can expand your circle 
of  friends if  you get out and 
socialize. If  you take on too 
much, you will find yourself  in 
martyrdom. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The information that you gain 
can be used in every aspect of  
your life. You can meet new and 
exciting lovers through work 
related projects. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Compromise if  you have to, to 
avoid verbal battles. You’re in 
the mood to do things such as 
competitive sports, or perhaps a 
night on the town. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Chronic health problems are 
likely to surface if  you are keeping 
your problems locked up inside. 
Female members of  your family 
may be difficult to deal with. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You will have a great deal of  
insight when dealing with others. 
You have to feel free to come 
and go as you please to achieve 
happiness. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You need time to put your house 
in order and sort out what you are 
going to do about your personal 
direction. Don’t rely on others to 
handle the workload. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Verbal abuse may lead to 
walkouts; don’t make any rash 
statements you may regret later. 
However, you may not attract the 
kind of  interest you had in mind. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Business and emotional partnerships 
will run smoothly. Don’t reveal 
anything about your personal 
life to those who may use such 
information against you. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your involvement in organizational 
events could open doors to new 
and exciting opportunities. Ask 
others to help, or you may feel that 
a burden is weighing you down. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t reveal anything about your 
personal life to those who may 
use such information against 
you. Your involvement in interest 
groups may bring you popularity. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t get into heated discussions. 
Your ideas may be a little ahead 
of  their time; don’t push them, 
instead just continue working on 
development. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Painting of a battle between Chinese and Vietnamese forces during the Qing invasion of Vietnam in 1788

SCOTT D. MCDONALD, 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY

IN the mid-1990s, I picked 
up the military classic “Art 

of War” hoping to find insight 
into my new career as an offi-
cer in the United States Marine 
Corps.

I was not the only one 
looking for insights from the 
sage Sunzi, also known as Sun 
Tzu 孫孫, who died over 2,500 years 
ago. “Art of War” has long been 
mined for an understanding of 
China’s strategic tradition and 
universal military truths. The 
book’s maxims, such as “know 
the enemy and know yourself,” 
are routinely quoted in military 
texts, as well as business and 
management books.

Initially, I was disappoin-
ted. It seemed Sunzi’s advice 
was either common sense or 
in agreement with Western mi-
litary classics. However, a few 
years later the Marine Corps 
trained me as a China scholar, 
and I spent much of my career 
working on U.S. policy in the 
Indo-Pacific region. This dee-
pened my desire to understand 
how leaders in the People’s Re-
public of China see the world 
and choose strategies. Looking 
for insight, I turned to classical 
Chinese philosophy and finally 
encountered concepts that 
helped illuminate the unique 
perspective of Sunzi’s “Art of 
War.”

Today, I am an academic 
researching how Chinese 
philosophy and foreign poli-
cy intersect. To comprehend 
“Art of War,” it helps readers 
to approach the text from the 
worldview of its author. That 
means reading Sunzi’s advice 
through the prism of classical 
Chinese metaphysics, which is 
deeply shaped by the philoso-
phy of Daoism.

DAOIST ROOTS
China’s intellectual tradition 

is rooted in the Warring Sta-
tes period from the 5th to 3rd 
century B.C.E., the era during 
which Sunzi is thought to have 
lived. Though a time of conflict, 
it was also a time of cultural 
and intellectual development 
that led to the rise of Daoism 
and Confucianism.

Confucian philosophy focu-
ses on maintaining proper so-
cial relationships as the key to 
moral behavior and and social 
harmony. Daoism, on the other 
hand, is more concerned with 
metaphysics: trying to unders-
tand the workings of the natural 
world and drawing analogies 
about how humans should act.

Daoism views existence as 
composed of constant cycles 
of change, in which power 
ebbs and flows. Meanwhile, 
the “Dào,” or “the way,” directs 
all things in nature toward ful-
filling their inherent potential, 
like water flowing downhill.

HELPING NATURE 
TAKE ITS COURSE

The Chinese word for this 
concept of “situational poten-
tial” is 孫, or shì – the name of 
Chapter Five in “Art of War.” 
Almost every Western version 
translates it differently, but it 
is key to the military concepts 
Sunzi employs.

For example, Chapter Five 
explains how those who are 
“expert at war” are not overly 
concerned with individual sol-
diers. Instead, effective leaders 
are able to determine the po-
tential in the situation and put 
themselves in position to take 
advantage of it.

This is why later chapters 
spend so much time discus-
sing geography and deploy-
ment of forces, rather than 
fighting techniques. One does 
more to damage an opponent’s 
potential by undermining their 
scheme than by merely killing 
their soldiers. Sunzi is concer-
ned about long supply lines, 
because they lower an army’s 
potential by making it harder 
to move and vulnerable to dis-
ruption. A general who unders-
tands potential can evaluate 
troops, terrain and scheme, 
then arrange the battlefield to 
“subdue the enemy without fi-
ghting.”

In Daoist thought, the cor-
rect way to manage each situa-
tion’s potential is to act with 孫孫, 
“wúwéi,” which literally trans-
lates as “nonaction.” Howe-
ver, the key idea is to disturb 

the natural order as little as 
possible, taking the minimum 
action needed to allow the si-
tuation’s potential to be fulfil-
led. The term does not appear 
in “Art of War,” but a contem-
porary reader of Sunzi’s wou-
ld have been familiar with the 
connection between nurturing 
“shì” and acting with “wúwéi.”

The importance of acting 
with “wúwéi” is illustrated by 
the Confucian philosopher 
Mengzi’s story about a farmer 
who pulled on his corn stalks 
in an attempt to help them 
grow tall, but killed the crop 
instead. One does not help 
corn grow by forcing it but by 
understanding its natural po-
tential and acting accordin-
gly: ensuring the soil is good, 
weeds are removed and water 
is sufficient. Actions are most 
effective when they nurture 
potential, not when they try to 
force it.

FROM THE BATTLEFIELD 
TO THE UN

In a Daoist understanding, 
leaders hoping to chart an ef-
fective strategy must read the 
situation, discover its poten-
tial, and position their armies 
or states in the best position to 
take advantage of “shì.” They 
act with “wúwéi” to nurture 
situations, rather than force, 
which could disturb the situa-
tion and cause chaos.

Therefore, in foreign policy, 
a decision-maker should at-
tempt to make small policy ad-

justments as early as possible 
to slowly manage the develop-
ment of the international envi-
ronment. This approach is evi-
dent in Beijing’s use of “gu孫nxì.” 
Meaning “relationships,” the 
Chinese term carries a strong 
sense of mutual obligation.

For example, the PRC waged 
a decadeslong effort to take 
over the United Nations “China 
seat” from Taiwan, where the 
Republic of China government 
had fled after Communists’ 
victory in the civil war. Beijing 
accomplished that by slowly 
building friendships, identi-
fying shared strategic interes-
ts and accruing owed favors 
with many small states around 
the world, until in 1971 it had 
enough votes in the General 
Assembly.

TREND-WATCHING TODAY
The concept of “shì” also 

provides a lens for understan-
ding the PRC’s increasing pres-
sure on Taiwan, a self-ruled 
island that Beijing claims is its 
own territory.

Sunzi might say that discer-
ning the current trend in the 
Taiwan Strait is more essential 
than conventional questions 
about comparative military 
strength. Several factors could 
push Taiwan closer to Beijing, 
including the island’s loss of 
diplomatic allies and the pull 
of the PRC’s massive economy 
– not to mention Beijing’s 
growing global clout vis-à-vis 
the U.S. If so, shì is in Beijing’s 

favor, and a nudge to persuade 
the U.S. to stay out is all that 
is needed to keep the situation 
developing to the PRC’s advan-
tage.

Or is the potential develo-
ping in the other direction? 
Such factors as a growing sense 
of a unique Taiwanese identity 
and the PRC’s troubled eco-
nomic model may make clo-
ser ties with the mainland less 
and less appealing in Taiwan. 
In that case, Beijing may see 
a need to appear strong and 
dominant so Taiwan will not 
be lulled into counting on su-
pport from Washington, D.C.

A surface reading of Sunzi 
can easily support an empha-
sis on troop deployments, in-
telligence and logistics. Howe-
ver, an understanding of “shì” 
highlights Sunzi’s emphasis 
on evaluating and nurturing 
situational potential. It is not 
that the former are unimpor-
tant, but a decision-maker 
will use them differently if the 
goal is to manage situational 
trends rather than seek decisi-
ve battle.

That “Art of War” continues 
to top sales lists demonstrates 
its lasting appeal. However, to 
be useful as a guide to unders-
tanding security policy and 
strategy, my experience in the 
Indo-Pacific region suggests 
one must dig into the principles 
that shaped Sunzi’s view of the 
world and continue to shape 
the view of leaders in Beijing. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION

MILITARY HISTORY

Sunzi, shì and strategy: 
How to read ‘Art of War’ 
the way its author intended
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

WORLD Rugby will trial smart ball 
technology at the under-20 wor-

ld championship in South Africa next 
month, assisting officials in getting 
more accuracy about lineouts, poten-
tial forward passes and whether the 
ball has crossed the try line.

The trial comes after match officials 
expressed a desire for innovations to be 
explored to support accurate and quick 
decision-making. There are no plans 
for the technology to be implemen-
ted at the Rugby World Cup in France 
in September and October, but could 
offer a glimpse into the future of the 
game.

The smart ball will be tracked in 3D 
and in real time, with beacons positio-
ned around the field to determine the 
exact position of the ball up to 20 times 
per second and provide immediate fee-
dback on every kick, pass and throw.

The technology will ensure lineouts 
are taken from the spot the ball left the 
field of play and provide instantaneous 
feedback about whether a lineout 
throw is straight by measuring the an-
gle from release to the moment it’s tou-
ched by a lineout jumper. MDT/AP

RUGBY
Smart ball 
technology 
to be trialed 
at U20 worlds

DANIELLA MATAR, MILAN

INTER MILAN 1, AC MILAN 0

I
NTER Milan reached its first 
Champions League final in 
more than a decade with a 
1-0 victory against city ri-

val AC Milan yesterday [Macau 
time].

Inter had a 2-0 lead from the 
first leg of the semifinal and 
Lautaro Martinez’s 74th-minute 
goal ended any hopes for Milan 
to stage a comeback.

Several players from both 
teams fell to the ground in tears 
at the final whistle as the Nera-
zzurri won the so-called “Eu-
roderby” 3-0 on aggregate to 
progress to its first final since it 
won the league, Italian Cup and 
Champions League under José 
Mourinho in 2010.

Inter players and staff cele-
brated for long afterwards with 
their fans, singing and dancing 
in front of the Curva Nord pa-
cked full of Nerazzurri suppor-

ters in an electric atmosphere 
at San Siro — the stadium that 
both teams share.

“It’s obviously a great emo-
tion, a dream that I had together 
with the guys, that we nurtured 
right from when the draw was 
made,” Inter coach Stefano In-
zaghi said. “We had to believe in 
ourselves and we have got here 
by merit, no one has gifted us 
anything.

“We had a long road, with dif-
ficulties but I think we earned it. 
I think probably from tomorrow 
we’ll realize more what we have 

done. But it’s a wonderful night 
with the fans, with our family, 
you can’t ask for anything more.”

Inter will face either 14-time 
champion Real Madrid or ano-
ther juggernaut in Manchester 
City on June 10 in Istanbul.

“Whoever we end up with, 
we will be unlucky, because they 
are two really great teams with 
incredible quality,” Inzaghi said 
with a wry smile. “I will watch 
tomorrow’s match, like I wat-
ched the first leg. … Obviously 
we will follow it closely.”

For Milan, the lengthy wait 

goes on. It last reached the 
showpiece event in 2007, when 
it won the last of its seven titles.

“At the moment there’s only 
disappointment, there’s only 
disappointment because we 
could have been in a Cham-
pions League final,” Milan coa-
ch Stefano Pioli said. “But if we 
think that last year we went out 
in the group stage and this year 
we managed to reach the se-
mifinals we can and should be 
proud.

“But it’s clear we dreamt of 
reaching the final, we wanted 
the final, we wanted to beat our 
rivals.”

Milan was able to welcome 
back Rafael Leão. He missed last 
week’s loss with a thigh injury 
and the Rossoneri were hoping 
his comeback would inspire the 
team to do the same.

The difference was immedia-
tely apparent as Milan played 
with an intensity it sorely lacked 
in the first leg amid a frantic 
start from both teams. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

Inter beats city rival to reach 
first CL final in over a decade

Inter Milan’s Lautaro Martinez celebrates after scoring his side’s goal
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South Africa Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
have agreed to separate 
meetings with a delegation 
of leaders from six African 
countries to discuss a 
possible plan to end the 
war in Ukraine, South 
Africa›s president said. 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said 
he spoke with Putin and 
Zelenskyy by phone over 
the weekend and they 
each agreed to host “an 
African leaders peace 
mission” in Moscow and 
Kyiv, respectively.

Turkey Russia agreed 
to extend a deal that 
has allowed Ukraine to 
ship grain through the 
Black Sea to parts of the 
world struggling with 
hunger, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
announced yesterday, 
a boost to global food 
security after the war 
launched more than a 
year ago drove up prices. 
“With the efforts of our 
country, the support of 
our Russian friends and 
the contribution of our 
Ukrainian friends, the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative has 
been extended by another 
two months.”

Italy This weekend’s 
Emilia-Romagna 
Grand Prix in northern 
Italy was canceled 
yesterday because of 
deadly floods in the region. 
Formula One said it made 
the decision for safety 
reasons and to avoid 
any extra burden on the 
emergency services, after 
consulting with Italian 
political figures. Drivers 
including Lewis Hamilton 
and Max Verstappen gave 
their backing, and Ferrari 
said the team supported 
the decision to call off its 
home race.

UN says prospects dim for robust global 
recovery despite uptick for China, US and EU

The United Nations yesterday [Macau time] forecast a slight uptick 
in economic growth in the United States, the European Union and 
China, but said prospects for a robust global economy recovery this 
year remain dim, pointing to stubbornly high inflation, the lingering 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, war in Ukraine, and the worse-
ning impact of climate change.

For many developing countries, it said, growth prospects have de-
teriorated amid tightening credit conditions and rising costs of ex-
ternal financing.

According to the report, the world economy is now expected to 

grow by 2.3%, up from the U.N.’s forecast of 1.9% on Jan. 25, but still 
well below the estimated 3.1% in 2022.

Global inflation is now projected to decline from 7.5% last year to 
5.2% this year.

In the U.S., “resilient household spending” this year led the U.N. to 
increase its 2023 forecast from 0.4% in January to 1.1%. In the EU, 
lower gas prices and robust consumer spending led to an increase 
in projected growth this year from 0.2% to 0.9%. And as a result of 
China’s lifting of COVID-19 restrictions, its economic growth is now 
forecast to increase from 4.8% to 5.3% in 2023, the U.N. said.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

JAKE COYLE, CANNES

APPEARING at the Can-
nes Film Festival the 

day after premiering his 
first film in three years, 
Johnny Depp said yester-
day that he has “no further 
need” for Hollywood.

Depp made a rare pu-
blic appearance to face 
questions from the press 
following the opening-ni-
ght premiere of “Jeanne 
du Barry,” in which Depp 
plays King Louis XV. The 
French film, directed by 
and starring Maïwenn 
and featuring a French-s-
peaking Depp, is the ac-
tor’s first film since a jury 
last year largely sided with 
him in his legal battle with 
his ex-wife, Amber Heard.

Part of Depp’s argument 
in that 2022 defamation 
trial was that he had lost 
work due to Heard’s allega-
tions. Heard was ordered 
to pay Depp $10 million in 
damages, vindicating his 
allegations that Heard lied 
about Depp abusing her 
before and during their 
brief marriage. Heard was 
also awarded $2 million.

“Did I feel boycotted 
by Hollywood? You’d have 
to not have a pulse to feel 
like, ‘No. None of this is 
happening. It’s a weird 

joke,’” Depp told repor-
ters. “When you’re asked 
to resign from a film you’re 
doing because of some-
thing that is merely a func-
tion of vowels and conso-
nants floating in the air, 
yes, you feel boycotted.”

Depp was most notably 
asked to step down from 
the “Harry Potter” spin-off 
franchise “Fantastic Beas-
ts.” Now, though, he says 
he’s not interested in retur-
ning to studio projects.

“I don’t feel boycotted by 
Hollywood, because I don’t 
think about Hollywood. 
I don’t have much fur-
ther need for Hollywood, 
myself,” Depp said. “It’s a 
strange, funny time where 
everybody would love to 
be able to be themselves, 
but they can’t. They must 
fall in line with the per-
son in front of them. If you 
want to live that life, I wish 
you the best.”

“Jeanne du Barry” ope-
ned Tuesday in French ci-
nemas. It doesn’t have U.S. 
distribution as of yet.

The “Jeanne du Bar-
ry” press conference was 
among the most circus-
-like in recent years at Can-
nes. The press conference 
began unusually late and 
started with Maïwenn and 
other cast members there, 

but no Depp. He arrived 
about 20 minutes in, and 
quickly took the spotlight.

Depp called the majori-
ty of what’s been written 
about him in recent years 
“fantastically, horrifically 
written fiction.”

“It’s like asking the ques-
tion: ‘How are you doing?’ 
But the subtext is, ‘God, I 
hate you,’” said Depp.

Some have debated 
whether Cannes ought 
to have given Depp such 
a prominent platform. 
Asked how he would res-
pond to such critics, Depp 
made a comparison that 
suggested few people feel 
that way.

“What if one day, they 
did not allow me to go to 
McDonald’s for life becau-
se somewhere there’d be 39 
angry people watching me 
eat a Big Mac on a loop?” 
pondered Depp. “Who are 
they? What do they care?”

“I’ve had my 17th co-
meback, apparently,” said 
Depp. “I keep wondering 
about the word ‘comeba-
ck.’ I didn’t go anywhere. 
As a matter of fact, I live 
about 45 minutes away. 
Maybe people stopped 
calling out of whatever 
their fear was at the time. 
But I didn’t go nowhere.” 
MDT/AP

At Cannes Film Festival, 
Johnny Depp says ‘I 
have no further need 
for Hollywood’
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Johnny Depp and director Maiwenn pose for photographers at the photo call for the film 
‘Jeanne du Barry’ in Cannes

Summit stabilizer 
for Central Asia

The China-Central Asia Summit to be 
held on Thursday and Friday in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province, is expected to give 
a shot in the arm to regional develop-
ment under the framework of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, which has evolved 
to be an international public good and 
an open platform to promote common 
development.

The leaders from all five Central Asian 
countries — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekis-
tan — are scheduled to attend the sum-
mit, which will be chaired by President 
Xi Jinping.

Last year, China’s trade with the five 
countries reached $70 billion, a histo-
rical high, and the region has not only 
become an important trade partner of 
China, but also developed into a pillar of 
the new Eurasia Land Bridge formed by 
the China-Europe freight train services.

Since he proposed to build a Silk 
Road Economic Belt during his visit to 
Kazakhstan in 2013, President Xi has 
maintained close contacts with the 
heads of state of the five Central Asian 
states, outlined the blueprint for high-
-quality Belt and Road cooperation, and 
reached important consensuses on sy-
nergizing the development strategies of 
the Belt and Road Initiative with those 
of the five Central Asian states.

The upcoming summit will further 
consolidate the consensus of China 
and the Central Asian countries on hi-
gh-quality Belt and Road cooperation, 
which will extend from infrastructure, 
energy and agriculture to more high-te-
ch sectors, and financial and services 
industries that are crucial to realizing 
sustainable and green development, 
improving people’s livelihoods and 
maintaining regional peace, unity and 
stability.

That will help further squeeze the 
space that external forces can take ad-
vantage of to incite unrest in the region, 
through which they intend to sow seeds 
of discord or create conditions to im-
plant their puppet regimes.

As Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said, in Xi’an, the star-
ting point of the ancient Silk Road, Chi-
na and the Central Asian countries will 
take advantage of the meeting to reinvi-
gorate the millennia-old Silk Road and 
make new and greater contributions 
to building a closer China-Central Asia 
community with a shared future.孫

Over the past decade, thanks to the 
joint efforts of all participants, the Belt 
and Road Initiative has delivered tangi-
ble benefits to the central Asian coun-
tries under the principle of extensive 
consultation and joint contributions. 
This has further consolidated the high 
level of political trust between the two 
sides.

With the global turmoil intensifying, 
optimizing the development trajectory 
of the region will help it maintain and 
consolidate the conditions conducive 
to maintaining peace and stability.
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