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OVER DOMESTIC NOISES AMID NEAR 40 DEALS CLOSED AT CHINESE OFFICIALS IN
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NOISE POLLUTION, IN WRITTEN INQUIRY TRIES TO THAW TENSIONS
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China A landslide
struck a rural district in
southwestern Sichuan
province yesterday
morning, killing 14

e e Waiting list at Portugal’s Consulate in Macau and Hong
Kong for passport issuing drives summer holiday plans .es
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North Korea Kim Yo
Jong (pictured) vowed
again yesterday to push
for a second attempt
to launch a spy satellite
as she lambasted a

U.N. Security Council
meeting over the
North's first, failed
launch. Yesterday, Kim's
sister and senior ruling
party official called the
U.N. council "a political
appendage" of the
United States, saying
its recent meeting was
convened following
America's "gangster-
like request.”

AP PHOTO

UAE A senior official
says the Gulf nation
wants the U.N.
climate summitit's
hosting later this year
to deliver "game-
changing results” for
international efforts to

curb global warming, JUNE 4

but doing so will require

Foel mausiry o NO REQUESTS
fuel industry at the
table. Environmental

campaigners FOR VIGIL

have slammed the
presence of oil and gas IN MACAU.
lobbyists at previous )
rounds of talks, warning

that their interests are ARRE STS
opposed to the goal

of cutting greenhouse IN HK
gas.

More on backpage aP2
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NUMBER OF BLUE
CARD-HOLDERS
REBOUNDING

The city saw an additional
3,554 non-resident workers
in April, according to data
from the Labour Affairs
Bureau (DSAL), totaling
158,202 blue card-holders

in the SAR. Numbers have
been on the rise since the
reopening of the border

as the city, particularly

the hotel sector, has been
crippled from the shortage
of manpower. This comes
after thousands of migrant
workers have left due to the
pandemic. The latest figures
account for 80% of pre-
Covid figures, the majority of
whom are from the mainland,
followed by the Philippines.

POST OFFICES
IN NORTHERN
DISTRICT TO MERGE

The Mong Ha Post Office and
the Hac Sa Wan Post Office
will merge offices in Mong Ha
Social Housing Building from
June 19. The Macau Post and
Telecommunications Bureau
added that the new Mong

Ha Post Office will include

a self-service area with a
stamp vending machine and
elocker. Its opening hours
will not be changed, namely
9a.m. to 6 p.m. from Monday
to Fridayand9a.m.to 1 p.m.
on Saturday.

TOURISM
ROADSHOW KICKS
OFF IN THAILAND

In order to attract more
international tourists

to Macau, the Macau
Government Tourism
Office (MGTO) has kicked
off its "Experience Macau,
Unlimited"” mega roadshow
in Bangkok, Thailand, on
June 2. The three-day
event, whichis the first
large-scale international
roadshow of its kind in Asia
organized by MGTO since
the pandemic, features
numerous interactive games
and workshops. As Thailand
reached the top 10 bracket
for visitor source markets
in Macau, MGTO joined with
many airlines to provide
special discounts at the
roadshow, such as a buy-
one-get-one-free offer for
Hong Kong-Macau shuttle
bus and ferry tickets.

HELD FOR 30 Y

cARS, CANDLELIGHT

VIGILS REMEMBERING TIANANMEN
ARE NOT TO RETURN

RENATO MARQUES

ELD for three decades, the

candlelight vigils that aimed
to shed light on the events that
took place at Tiananmen Square
in Beijing in what become known
as the “June Forth Incident” are
not to return.

So says Au Kam San, one of the
leaders of the Democratic De-
velopment Union (UMDD), the
group that annually organized
the event.

In areport by All About Macau,
Au addressed the state of affairs
for the vigil since the early years
and particularly over the last few
years, noting the recent rulings
from the Court of Final Appeal
(TUD) in response to the appeal
from the group for the hosting
of a gathering in 2021, as well as
the information provided on the
decision to disqualify Au from
running in the Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) elections.

For the political activist and
former lawmaker, it is clear that
authorities have made the event
illegal and so nobody will dare to
challenge the authorities, espe-
cially when taking into account
the consequences of such diso-
bedience.

Still, Au said that he believes
that the event, held for thirty
years, normally at Senado Square,

GAMING

Ga

MDT ARCHIVE

was never illegal during all those
years.

Following the decision not to
authorize holding the event over
the past three years, despite being
justified under Covid-19 preven-
tion and control measures, Au
and his partner at AL and UMDD,
Ng Kuok Cheong, decided late
last week to disband the group.

At that time, Au explained to
Radio Free Asia that the current

political atmosphere [related to
the passage and entry into for-
ce of the new National Security
Law] could have an impact on
the UMDD members, with the
best option being to dissolve the
group before this law takes effect.

On the topic of the June 4 ga-
therings, the Times inquired of
the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) whether any person or
group has applied to host any

STAFF REPORTER

ALAXY Entertainment

Group Ltd. and MGM
Resorts International are
seeking to get a head start
by considering the poten-
tial of opening casino re-
sorts in Thailand, Bloom-
berg reported.

Citing people who asked
not to be identified becau-
se the matter is private, the
two casino operators are
reported to be establishing
gaming facilities in the
country.

While any entry depends
on Thailand removing legal
restrictions, the industry
expects that change is on
its way. Even though the
country is still in the throes
of aleadership transition, a
casino resort proposal won
cross-party support in the
last House and is expected
to be given the green light
by the new government.

Meanwhile, according to
Bloomberg sources, Galaxy
has already set up offices in
both Thailand and the UAE
to promote its operations

in Macau, while also using
that local presence to glean
on-the-ground informa-
tion.

MGM has also reporte-
dly set up a base in Thai-
land, and was one of a
number of firms that spoke
with a Thai parliamentary
committee looking into le-
galizing casinos.

Executives at MGM
Resorts International are
hopeful that gaming may
be approved by the United
Arab Emirates, possibly as
soon as this year.

public event on this date this year.

In response, the PSP said that
the force has not received any re-
quest regarding public events for
the day.

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, po-
lice detained eight people, inclu-
ding activists and artists, on the
eve of the 34th anniversary.

Police said in a statement late
Saturday that four people have
been arrested for allegedly dis-
rupting order in public spaces or
carrying out acts with seditious
intent. Four others were taken
away for investigation on suspi-
cion of breaching public peace.

For decades, tens of thousands
of Hong Kongers held an annual
candlelight vigil in Victoria Park
each June 4 to commemorate the
1989 crackdown on pro-demo-
cracy protesters

In Beijing, additional securi-
ty was seen around Tiananmen
Square, which has long been rin-
ged with security checks requi-
ring those entering to show iden-
tification, according to a report
issued by the Associated Press.
Those passing by foot or on bicy-
cle on Changan Avenue running
north of the square were also
stopped and forced to show iden-
tification. Those with journalist
visas in their passports were told
they needed special permission
to approach the area.

axy, MGM set sights on IR in Thailand
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Portuguese council
worried about the long
waiting list at Consulate

RENATO MARQUES

HE Council of the

Portuguese =~ Com-

munities (CCP) is

concerned with the
current situation at the Con-
sulate-general of Portugal for
Macau and Hong Kong, where
people are waiting for over six
months to renew their Portu-
guese Identity Cards (Cartao
do Cidaddo) and Portuguese
Passports.

The president of the Regio-
nal Council of the Portuguese
Communities for Asia and
Oceania Rita Santos told TDM
that she has scheduled a mee-
ting with the Secretary of State
for the Portuguese Communi-
ties, Paulo Cafofo to discuss
the problem.

According to Santos, the
problem comes directly from
the lack of staff at the Portu-
guese Consulate-general for
Macau and Hong Kong, a lon-
g-lasting issue caused by diffi-
culties in recruiting workers,
as the salary offered is very
low when compared to the
cost of living in Macau.

According to a previous re-
port from the newspaper Tri-
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buna de Macau, the consulate
currently has a waiting list of
about 15,000 people waiting
to renew identification docu-
ments and particularly travel
documents, which have a va-
lidity period of just five years.
Santos said to TDM that
currently, the consulate is
scheduling appointments
to renew passports for 2024,
with the upcoming almost

seven-month period until the
end of the year already being
full.

In the same report, she no-
ted that Portuguese who are
residents of Macau and Hong
Kong are also being discrimi-
nated against and treated as
“inferior citizens,” as the only
way to be able to renew any
passport is via the so-called
urgent method, which requi-

res people to pay 1,390 pata-
cas for the passport renewal, a
price that is almost twice the
price for the renewal of the
same document in Portugal in
an urgent procedure (EUR85
= MOP736) and almost three
times the price for a normal
procedure renewal (EUR65 =
MOP562).

The Times also learned
that due to this issue, several
Portuguese residents in Ma-
cau have opted to plan trips
to Portugal so they can renew
their travel documents, a pro-
cedure that can be done easily
in five days or less.

On the line is also the fact
that most travel destinations
in Asia, as well as other parts
of the world, do not allow pas-
sengers to enter the country
if their passports have fewer
than six months validity re-
maining.

Besides being a leisure and
tourism document, in Macau,
the passport assumes impor-
tance as a work and business
tool. It is also necessary to
have more than six months
of validity to apply for a visa
to enter the mainland or visit
Henggqin, for instance.

ID highlights 2018 sports science forum

to illustrate Macau-Portugal collaboration

ANTHONY LAM

N 2018, the Sports Bureau

(ID) hosted a forum on
sports science that featured
experts from Beijing and
Lisbon in an example of
Macau-Portugal coopera-
tion in the area, the bureau
said.

The review was given
in response to lawmaker
Pereira Coutinho’s earlier
written inquiry. Coutinho
underlined that on Jun. 28,
2001, Macau and Portugal
signed an agreement on
cooperation in the sport
sector. The agreement was
then promulgated in Ma-
cau on Oct. 8 of the same
year.

As a result, he inquired
with the bureau about the
implementation and pro-
gress of the agreement.

In response, the bureau

CE EXPRESSES
CONGRATULATIONS
ON THE RETURN
OF SHENZHOU 15
SPACECRAFT

HIEF Executive Ho Iat Seng has expres-

sed his congratulations in a letter to mark
the return of the Central People’s Government
Shenzhou 15 spacecraft to Earth, the govern-
ment has disclosed in a statement.

Highlighting his happiness, the head of the
government expressed his “warm congratula-
tions on the complete success of this manned
flight mission.” He also conveyed his respect
and well wishes to the entire team on this mis-
sion, particularly mentioning the three astro-
nauts, whom he described as “heroes.”

Ho emphasized that “the crew of Shenzhou
15 completed the last flight mission in the cons-
truction stage of our country’s manned space
station, laying a good foundation for our coun-
try’s space station to enter the application and
development stage, and also marking a new
peak for our country’s space industry and man-
ned space project.”

He recapped that Shenzhou 15 was launched
on Nov. 29 last year. It later connected with the
Shenzhou 14 spacecraft, completed a shift ro-
tation and started a six-month space mission.

Ho noted that, in addition to the successful
completion of 4 out-of-vehicle missions, the
crew of Shenzhou 15 also carried out multiple-
-load out-of-vehicle missions, eight instances
of human factors engineering technology re-
search, 28 aerospace medical experiments, as
well as 38 space science experiments or tests,
covering life ecology, material science, fluid
mechanics, and so on.

“Very valuable experimental data were ob-
tained, which once again showed the rapid de-
velopment of our country’s aerospace techno-
logy,” Ho wrote. AL

well as specialist and expert
training.

It was underlined that
medical staff from Macau
had been sent to the Sports
Medicine Centre of Portu-
gal for a year of specialist

fy
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recapped the aforementio-
ned sports forum. Officially
referred to as the China-
-Portugal Sport Science
Forum 2018, the event was
co-organized by the Beijing
Sport University and the
University of Lisbon. It saw

experts in the field from
both universities and repre-
sentatives from the China
Anti-Doping Agency (CHI-
NADA) speaking in Macau
on sport science and anti-
-doping, among other rela-
ted topics.

On the other hand, the
bureau also highlighted
that it has invited experts in
sport science from Portugal
to conduct training in Ma-
cau on an occasional basis.
This has resulted in local
sport circle stakeholders
coming to grips with the la-
test trends in sport training,
increasing their understan-
ding of sport science, and
improving their capabili-
ties.

Meanwhile, Portuguese
sport teams conducted pre-
-match or regular training
in Macau on several occa-
sions.

In the summer of 2002,
the Portuguese football
team was invited to Ma-
cau for pre-tournament
training for the World Cup
2002 Finals. A key event
in the training tour was a
friendly match held in Ma-

cau between Portugal and
China.

Reciprocally, the bureau
highlighted, teams from
Macau have also conducted
several pre-match training
sessions in Portugal for ma-
tches held in Europe. At the
same time, the bureau em-
phasized that it is in cons-
tant support of the presen-
ce of the Olympic Com-
mittee of Macau, China in
the General Assembly of
the Association of the Por-
tuguese Speaking Olympic
Committees (ACOLOP).

Further, on sports me-
dicine, the bureau cited
the Health Bureau (SSM)
stating that the SSM and
its counterparts in Portu-
gal had a consistently good
relationship.  Delegations
have regularly been sent to
one another for study tours,
seminars and meetings, as

training. The staff then be-
gan working in the public
hospital.

The ID pledged that Ma-
cau and Portugal would
further their cooperation in
the future, for example by
inviting Portuguese athle-
tes to matches or tourna-
ments in Macau.

In another inquiry, Cou-
tinho’s association ally Che
Sai Wang asked about the
use of parking spaces at the
Lin Fong Sports Centre.

In response, the ID poin-
ted out that the spaces can
be temporarily occupied by
users who have booked to
use sports facilities at the
center. It added that Lin
Fong'’s neighboring former
Canidrome, which will be
transformed into a public
sports park, would see its
regulations promulgated at
alater date.
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DSAL RECEIVES
OVER 2,000
EMPLOYER
SUBSIDY
APPLICATIONS

The Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) has received a
total of 2,029 applications
for the temporary subsidy
plan for eligible employers
who hire unemployed local
residents. 1,166 have
been approved so far,
involving 1,892 additional
employees. The subsidy
scheme allows SMEs to
receive MOP19,968 in
subsidies for each local
hire meeting certain
conditions. The subsidy
amountis calculated as
half of the city's minimum
wage for six months.

DRAGON BOAT
RACES TO SEE
PARTICIPANTS
FROM
PHILIPPINES,
MAINLAND

The upcoming dragon boat
race will see participating
teams take part from

the Philippines and the
mainland, according to
Sports Bureau president,
Pun Weng Kun. According
to Pun, the auditorium

will remove the social
distancing restrictions
necessitating sitting apart.
Itis believed that the
number of people entering
the venue will increase.
The authorities will
implement measures such
as crowd control according
to the situation and have
prepared various plans to
deal with it.

CAM CO-LAUNCHES
SPECIAL PILOT’S
PROGRAM WITH
SHANGHAI
COUNTERPART

The chairman of the
Macau International
Airport Company

(CAM), Simon Chan,

met last month with the
chairman of the Shanghai
Airport Authority (SAA),
Qin Yun, to explore

more opportunities

of cooperation. CAM
aims to further deepen
collaboration with SAA
by increasing flight
frequency on popular
routes, and embarking
upon the implementation
of "Shanghai — Macau
Express Route" pilot
scheme. The scheme aims
to offer diversified travel
options to travelers, at the
same time, passengers
are allowed to utilize

the route networks of
both airports reaching to
destinations worldwide.
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NEAR 40 DEALS CLOSED AT
INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM

ANTHONY LAM

N an infrastructure forum and

expo held over the weekend, 39
cooperation agreements were sig-
ned, double that of last year, the
Macao Trade and Investment Pro-
motion Institute (IPIM) disclosed
in a statement.

The 14th International Infras-
tructure Investment and Cons-
truction Forum and Expo was held
on Jun. 1 and 2. It saw 220 business
negotiations that led to the afore-
mentioned 39 deals, which equa-
ted to funds of USD6.7 billion.

The IPIM described the result
as “further promoting new trends
in international cooperation and
new opportunities for infrastruc-

ture development.”

On the scope of the deals, the
IPIM disclosed that they involved
Portuguese-speaking  countries
and regions such as Southeast
Asia, Mozambique, and Guinea-
-Bissau, covering fields and cate-
gories such as transportation, hou-
sing construction, electric power
engineering, water conservancy
construction, new energy, indus-
try-university-research integration
development, and talent training.

Fang Qiuchen, president of
the China International Contrac-
tors Association, a co-organizing
body of the event, said that this
year’s forum drew more than 3,000
guests from over 60 countries and
regions. In terms of number of at-

tendees, this year saw the largest
forum ever. The quality and capa-
city of the exhibition area has been
comprehensively improved, he
added, with professional exhibi-
tions making their debut.

U U Sang, president of the IPIM,
pointed out that the event has not
only brought about new busines-
ses to Macau’s construction, logis-
tics and transportation industries,
but also exhibited the multiplier
effect achieved by the convention
and exhibition platform, bringing
business customers, usually with
higher spending power, to surrou-
nding industries in town, such as
catering, retail and hotels.

During the forum and expo, the
China-Lusophone Infrastructure

Cooperation Green Development
Forum was held parallel to the
main forum on Jun. 2., hosted by
the Permanent Secretariat of the
Forum for Economic and Trade
Co-operation between China and
Portuguese-speaking  Countries
(Macao) (Forum Macao).

Over 120 people from the main-
land Chinese and Macau gover-
nments, officials and diplomats
from Lusophone countries, as well
as representatives from financial
institutions, advisory entities and
related enterprises in China, Luso-
phone countries and Macau atten-
ded the forum.

Forum Macao Secretary-Ge-
neral Ji Xianzheng pointed out to
the forum that infrastructure had
always been a key area of coope-
ration at the Forum Macao, adding
that action programs signed at
previous ministerial meetings had
all covered infrastructure coopera-
tion.

He hoped that through this pa-
rallel forum, China and Lusopho-
ne countries can mutually share
experiences in technology and
development, as well as explo-
ring the potential for cooperation.
Meanwhile, he hoped that the fo-
rum would help both sides achie-
ve more with green cooperation in
infrastructure.

Maria Gustava, ambassador of
Mozambique to China and head
of the Lusophone delegation to
the infrastructure forum, said that
Lusophone countries considered
Macau and the Greater Bay Area
as critical to the trades with China
and other parts of the world. She
hoped that the forum would achie-
ve synergies to improve producti-
vity, energy efficiency and moder-
nization, among other goals.

She added that Lusophone
countries are open to Chinese in-
vestments and that they welcome
Chinese enterprises to “fully explo-
re Lusophone potential.”

Lawmaker calls for gov't to tighten noise controls

ANTHONY LAM

HE city should see

stricter control over do-
mestic and low-frequen-
cy noises amid escalating
complaints against noise
pollution, lawmaker Ron
Lam has said in his latest
written enquiry.

Pursuant to the Law on
Environmental Noise Pre-
vention and Control, noi-
se pollution in residential
buildings is under restric-
tions only from 10 p.m. to
9 a.m.. Pollution in public
places is restricted from
10 p.m. to 9 a.m. Sunday
to Friday, and from 11 p.m.
to 9 a.m. on Saturdays and
public holiday eves.

The lawmaker said des-
pite the Environmental
Protection Bureau (DSPA)

noting 90% of noise pollu-
tion complaints were re-
ceived during cordoned
hours, residents frequently
reported noise pollution
outside of these hours.

Complaints against do-
mestic noises, such as the
use of chopping cleavers
and listening to music
with a subwoofer during
non-cordoned times are

not unheard of, but there
is simply no law to restrict
them, the lawmaker ex-
plained.

During discussions
around the law’s 2019
amendment, the govern-
ment has pledged that the
DSPA would investigate
any complaints received
against noises from enter-
tainment or similar activi-
ties held in public spaces.

Nonetheless, the
lawmaker said, between
30 and 80 such complaints
were received from 2017 to
2022, but no prosecutions
were made. Prosecutions
on building renovation
noises were also low, with
only four during the same
period.

At the same time, al-
though the General Regu-

lations Governing Public
Places restrict noises that
annoy others, the regula-
tions’ authority is confined
only to noises made within
parks or leisure areas.

Lam said the noise law,
promulgated in 2015, over-
sees seven types of noise
sources, such as building
renovation, construction
equipment, air-conditio-
ning, pets and entertain-
ment.

This current edition of
the law stipulates division
of labor between the Pu-
blic Security Police Force
(PSP) and the DSPA. Noi-
ses from domestic activi-
ties, pets and activities in
public spaces are under
the authority of the former,
while other noises are un-
der the latter.
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With oil prices slumping, OPEC
weigh more production cuts

DAVID MCHUGH, FRANKFURT

HE major oil-producing

countries led by Saudi

Arabia and Russia are

wrestling with whether
to make another cut in supply to
the global economy as the OPEC+
alliance struggles to prop up sa-
gging oil prices that have been a
boon to U.S. drivers and helped
ease inflation worldwide.

The 23-member group is mee-
ting today at OPEC headquarters
in Vienna after sending mixed
signals about possible moves.
Saudi Arabia, dominant among
the oil cartel’s members, has war-
ned speculators that they might
get burned by betting on lower
prices. Russia, the leader of the
non-OPEC allies, has indicated no
change to output is expected.

The decision comes amid un-
certainty about when the slow-
-growing global economy will
regain its thirst for fuel for travel
and industry, and with producers
counting on oil profits to bolster
their coffers.

Oil prices have fallen even af-
ter OPEC+ slashed 2 million bar-
rels per day in October, angering
U.S. President Joe Biden by threa-
tening higher gasoline prices a
month before the midterm elec-
tions. Then, several OPEC mem-
bers led by the Saudis made a sur-
prise cut of 1.16 million barrels a
day in April.

International benchmark Brent
crude climbed as high as $87 per
barrel but has given up its post-
-cut gains and been loitering be-
low $75 per barrel in recent days.

AP PHOTO

U.S. crude has dipped below $70.

Those lower prices have helped
U.S. drivers as the summer travel
season kicks off, with prices at
the pump averaging $3.55, down
$1.02 from a year ago, according
to auto club AAA. Falling ener-
gy prices also helped inflation in
the 20 European countries that
use the euro drop to the lowest
level since before Russia invaded
Ukraine.

The U.S. recently replenished
its Strategic Petroleum Reserve —
after Biden announced the largest
release from the national reserve
in American history last year —
in an indicator that U.S. officials
may be less worried about OPEC
cuts than in months past.

The Saudis, on the other hand,
need sustained high oil revenue
to fund ambitious development
projects aimed at diversifying
the country’s economy. The In-
ternational Monetary Fund esti-
mates the kingdom needs $80.90

per barrel to meet its envisioned
spending commitments, which
include a planned $500 billion fu-
turistic desert city project called
Neom.

That may have been one mo-
tivation behind Energy Minister
Abdulaziz bin Salman’s warning
to speculators that they will be
“ouching” if they keep betting on
lower oil prices.

Bin Salman’s pointed comment
isn't necessarily a prelude to a cut
at today’s meeting [Macau time],
said James Swanston, Middle East
and North Africa economist at Ca-
pital Economics.

“Our expectation is that OPEC+
will stick with current output quo-
tas,” he said, adding that “there
have been signs that the govern-
ment may be readying to live with
lower oil prices and running bud-
get deficits.”

On top of that, Russia may find
current prices to its liking because
its oil is finding eager new custo-

mers in India, China and Turkey.
Western sanctions over the war in
Ukraine have forced Russian oil to
sell at discounts of around $53 to
$57 per barrel.

At those prices, Moscow’s shi-
pments avoid triggering the $60
price cap imposed by the Group
of Seven major democracies to
try to limit oil profits flowing into
Russia’s war chest. The price cei-
ling allows the world’s No. 3 oil
producer to keep supplying non-
-Western customers to avoid a
global shortage that would drive
up prices for everyone.

Insurers and shipping com-
panies largely based in Western
countries are barred from han-
dling Russian oil if it is priced abo-
ve the cap. Russia has found ways
to evade the limits through “dark
fleet” tankers, which tamper with
transponders showing their loca-
tions or transfer oil from ship to
ship to disguise its origin.

An OPEC+ “production cut

+ producers

could push the price of Russian
oil above the G7 price cap of $60
per barrel, which would make it
difficult to transport and thus to
sell the oil,” commodity analyst
Carsten Fritsch at Commerzbank
wrote in a research note. “Russia
appears to be doing good busi-
ness at the current price level.”

The International Energy
Agency said in its April oil market
report that Russia has not com-
pletely followed through on its
announcement to extend a vo-
luntary cut of 500,000 barrels per
day through the end of the year.

In fact, Russia’s total exports
of oil and refined products such
as diesel fuel rose in April to a
post-invasion high of 8.3 million
barrels per day. That is in spite of
a near-total boycott from the Eu-
ropean Union, formerly Russia’s
biggest customer.

Analysts say OPEC+ faces con-
flicting pressures. A cut could su-
pport prices or send them higher,
with demand expected to pick up
later this year.

“The impact of higher oil pri-
ces on the global economy will
weigh heavily on the ministers’
minds,” said Jorge Leon, senior
vice president of oil market re-
search at Rystad Energy. “High oil
prices would fuel inflation in the
West right when central banks are
starting to see inflation gradually
recede.”

“This could prompt central
banks to continue increasing in-
terest rates, a detrimental move
for the global economy and oil de-
mand,” Leon wrote in a research
note. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Sands attends ‘Experience Macau,

and Big Ben, showing a fo-

SJM showcases Grand Lisboa Palace

with the two leading design
houses Palazzo Versace Ma-

T

Organized by the Macau
Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO), the "Expe-
rience Macau, Unlimited"
mega roadshow kicked
off on June 2 in Bangkok,
Thailand, highlighting Ma-
cau as a unique destina-

Unlimited’ mega roadshow in Thailand

==

tion where "East meets
West."

During the three-day
event, Sands displays a
booth inspired by Portu-

guese-style architectu-
re, as well as replicas of
gondolas, the Eiffel Tower

retaste of its multiple re-
sorts offering such as The
Venetian, The Parisian and
The Londoner.

In addition, a series of
promotional videos featu-
ring the three integrated
resorts are played inside
the booth and one of the
best-selling hotel packa-
ges "Explore teamlLab Su-
perNature Hotel Package,”
is promoted to Vvisitors
during the event.

“Through multiple activi-
ties and channels, we aim
to raise Macau's profile and
arouse customer interest
in Macau as aleading travel
destination,” the assistant
vice president of Destina-
tion Marketing at Sands
China, Steve Zheng, said.

offerings in Thailand roadshow

L — ]

As part of the "Experien-
ce Macau, Unlimited” mega
roadshow held on June 2-4
in Bangkok, Thailand, SJM's
booth design highlights its
latest opened resort, the
Grand Lisboa Palace, which
links European-architecture

T JL | G

o

style and Chinoiserie ele-
ments and aesthetics.

In addition to the five-s-
tar Grand Lisboa Palace
Macau, the SJM's booth
also emphasizes its world-
-class hospitality experien-
ce through the partnership

cau and the Karl Lagerfeld
Macau.

During the event, local re-
sidents and tourists are also
introduced to the Grand
Lisboa Hotel, the only one
to hold seven Michelin stars,
while SUM's mascot "Sam the
Rooster” spent time with vi-
sitors and distribute souve-
nirs.

SIM also unveiled two ex-
clusive limited-time travel
package during the road-
show, such as the "Rejuvena-
ting Summer Break" packa-
ge, which offers a stay at the
Grand Lisboa Palace Macau,
while the "Summer Style-ca-
tion" package features an
accommodation experience
at the Karl Lagerfeld Macau.
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China defends buzzing American warship,

accuses US of provoking Beijing

DAVID RISING, SINGAPORE

HINAS defense minister

defended sailing a war-

ship across the path of

an American destroyer
and Canadian frigate transiting the
Taiwan Strait, telling a gathering of
some of the world’s top defense of-
ficials in Singapore yesterday that
such so-called “freedom of naviga-
tion” patrols are a provocation to
China.

In his first international public
address since becoming defense
minister in March, Gen. Li Shangfu
told the Shangri-La Dialogue that
China doesn't have any problems
with “innocent passage” but that
“we must prevent attempts that try
to use those freedom of navigation
(patrols), that innocent passage, to
exercise hegemony of navigation.”

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin told the same forum Satur-
day that Washington would not
“flinch in the face of bullying or
coercion” from China and would
continue regularly sailing through
and flying over the Taiwan Strait
and the South China Sea “to em-
phasize they are international wa-

US, allies clash with Russia, China over
North Korea's failed spy satellite launch

ters,” countering Beijing’s territorial
claims.

That same day, as a U.S. guided-
-missile destroyer and a Canadian
frigate were intercepted by a Chi-
nese warship as they transited the
strait between the self-governed is-
land of Taiwan, which China claims
as its own territory, and mainland
China. The Chinese vessel overtook
the American ship and then veered
across its bow at a distance of about
140 meters in an “unsafe manner,”
according to the U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command.

Additionally, the U.S. has said
a Chinese J-16 fighter jet late last
month “performed an unneces-
sarily aggressive maneuver” while
intercepting a U.S. Air Force recon-
naissance aircraft over the South
China Sea, flying directly in front of
the plane’s nose.

Those and previous incidents
have raised concerns of a possible
accident occurring that could lead
to an escalation between the two
nations at a time when tensions are
already high.

Lisuggested the U.S. and its allies
had created the danger, and shou-
Id instead should focus on taking

“good care of your own territorial
airspace and waters.”

“The bestway is for the countries,
especially the naval vessels and fi-
ghter jets of countries, not to do
closing actions around other coun-
tries’ territories,” he said through
an interpreter. “What'’s the point of
going there? In China we always say,
‘Mind your own business.”

In a wide-ranging speech, Li
reiterated many of Beijing’s well-k-
nown positions, including its claim
on Taiwan, calling it “the core of our
core interests.”

He accused the U.S. and others
of “meddling in China’s internal
affairs” by providing Taiwan with
defense support and training, and
conducting high-level diplomatic
Visits.

“China stays committed to the
path of peaceful development, but
we will never hesitate to defend our
legitimate rights and interests, let
alone sacrifice the nation’s core in-
terests,” he said.

“As the lyrics of a well-known
Chinese song go: ‘When friends vi-
sit us, we welcome them with fine
wine. When jackals or wolves come,
we will face them with shotguns.”

In his speech the previous day,
Austin broadly outlined the U.S.
vision for a “free, open, and secure
Indo-Pacific within a world of rules
and rights.”

In the pursuit of such, Austin said
the U.S. was stepping up planning,
coordination and training with
“friends from the East China Sea to
the South China Sea to the Indian
Ocean” with shared goals “to deter
aggression and to deepen the rules
and norms that promote prosperity
and prevent conflict.”

Li scoffed at the notion, saying
“some country takes a selective
approach to rules and international
laws.”

“It likes forcing its own rules on
others,” he said. “Its so-called Tu-
les-based international order’ never
tells you what the rules are and who
made these rules.”

By contrast, he said, “we practice
multilateralism and pursue win-
-win cooperation.”

Li is under American sanctions
that are part of a broad package of
measures against Russia— but pre-
date its invasion of Ukraine — that
were imposed in 2018 over Li’s in-
volvement in China’s purchase of

AP PHOTO

E United States and
its allies clashed with
Russia and China over Nor-
th Korea’s failed launch of
a military spy satellite this
week in violation of multiple
U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions, which Moscow and
Beijing refused to condemn.
The confrontation this
weekend was the latest over
the North's escalating nu-
clear, ballistic missile and
military programs, which
U.S. deputy ambassador
Robert Wood warned are
threatening  international
peace and security. The fai-
led launch “not only disrup-
ted maritime and air traffic
in the region, but it also cau-
sed alarm for its neighbors
in Japan and the Republic of
Korea,” he said.
Pyongyang is threatening
another launch soon.
The Security Council
imposed sanctions after
North Korea’s first nuclear

test explosion in 2006 and
tightened them over the
years in a total of 10 resolu-
tions seeking — so far un-
successfully — to rein in its
nuclear and ballistic missile
programs and cut off fun-
ding. In the last sanctions
resolution adopted by the
council in December 2017,
members committed to fur-
ther restricting petroleum
exports to North Korea if it
conducted a ballistic missile
launch capable of reaching
intercontinental ranges.

China and Russia vetoed
a U.S.-sponsored resolution
in May 2022 that would have
imposed new sanctions, in-
cluding on petroleum ex-
ports, over a spate of inter-
continental ballistic missile
launches. Since then, they
have blocked any council
action including press sta-
tements.

U.N. political chief Rose-
mary DiCarlo told the coun-

cil the last time North Korea
conducted a similar satellite
launch to Wednesday'’s fai-
led attempt was on Feb. 7,
2016 and it was condemned
by the Security Council.

“The lack of unity and ac-
tion in the Security Council
does little to slow the nega-
tive trajectory on the Korean
Peninsula,” she said, and
North Korea “is unconstrai-
ned, and other parties are
compelled to focus on mili-
tary deterrence.”

But North Korea’s nei-
ghbor and ally China and
Russia, which has drawn
closer to Pyongyang since
the war in Ukraine, blamed
the West and especially the
United States for the current
tensions.

China’s deputy U.N. am-
bassador Geng Shuang said
the situation on the Korean
Peninsula is a remnant of
the Cold War. He accused
the United States of failing

to respond to North Korea’s
attempts at dialogue over
the years and instead resor-
ting to sanctions and pres-
sure on Pyongyang, missing
an opportunity to resolve
the nuclear issue.

“By incorporating the
(Korean) Peninsula into its
Indo-Pacific strategy, the
U.S. has continued its mi-
litary activities and signifi-
cantly increased its military
presence both on the penin-
sula and in its surrounding
areas, seriously undermi-
ning the strategic security
interests of the peninsula
and its neighboring coun-
tries,” Geng said

He also pointed to the
recent U.S.-South Korea
Washington  Declaration,
including plans to send stra-
tegic nuclear submarines to
the peninsula.

Geng claimed U.S. poli-
cies are “driven by geopoli-
tical self-interest” and told

combat aircraft and anti-aircraft
missiles from Moscow.

The sanctions, which broadly
prevent Li from doing business in
the United States, do not prevent
him from holding official talks,
American defense officials have
said.

Still, he refused Austin’s invita-
tion to talk on the sidelines of the
conference, though the two did
shake hands before sitting down at
opposite sides of the same table to-
gether as the forum opened Friday.

Austin said that was not enough.

“A cordial handshake over din-
ner is no substitute for a substanti-
ve engagement,” Austin said.

The U.S. has noted that since
2021 — well before Li became de-
fense minister — China has decli-
ned or failed to respond to more
than a dozen requests from the U.S.
Defense Department to talk with
senior leaders, as well as multiple
requests for standing dialogues and
working-level engagements.

Li said that “China is open to
communications between our two
countries and also between our two
militaries,” but without mentioning
the sanctions, said exchanges had

AYSEUNEE - HEY 2
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the council that blaming
one party “will only exacer-
bate conflicts, provocations
and inject new uncertainties
into the already tense situa-
tion on the peninsula.”

MDT/AP

He urged the council to
adopt a resolution circula-
ted by China and Russia in
November 2021 that would
end a host of sanctions on
the North, saying this would
be a starting point “to pro-
mote de-escalation, mutual
trust and unity” among the
15 members.

Russia’s deputy ambas-
sador Anna Evstigneeva
blamed increased pressure
on North Korea by the U.S.

» WRER 220 H]-E &

and its allies for “the spiral
of tension were witnessing
now.” And she criticized
growing military activity by
the U.S,, Japan and South
Korea, especially recent lar-
ge-scale U.S.-South Korean
military exercises, saying
they are destabilizing not
only for northeast Asia but
for the Asia-Pacific region as
awhole.

As for diplomacy, Wood,
the US. envoy, said the
United States on many oc-
casions has stated it is pre-
pared to have an uncondi-
tional dialogue, but North
Korea “has rejected our in-
terventions on many occa-
sions.” MDT/AP
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Defense Minister Li Shangfu salutes before delivering his speech at the 20th IISS Shangri-La
Dialogue, in Singapore, yesterday

to be “based on mutual respect.”

“That is a very fundamental principle,”
he said. “If we do not even have mutual
respect, than our communications will
not be productive.”

He said that he recognized that any
“severe conflict or confrontation be-
tween China and the U.S. will be an
unbearable disaster for the world,” and
that the two countries need to find ways
to improve relations, saying they were
“at arecord low.”

“History has proven time and again
that both China and the United States
will benefit from cooperation and lose
from confrontation,” he said.

“China seeks to develop a new type
of major-country relationship with the
United States. As for the U.S. side, it
needs to act with sincerity, match its
words with deeds, and take concrete ac-
tions together with China to stabilize the
relations and prevent further deteriora-
tion,” Li said. MDT/AP
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IA Director William

Burns went to Beijing in
May to meet with Chinese
counterparts, a U.S. official
said last week, in what is the
highest level visit by a Bi-
den administration official
since a suspected Chinese
spy balloon was shot down
by American forces.

Burns’ visit, first repor-
ted by The Financial Times,
comes as Washington tries
to cool tensions with Bei-
jing over the balloon and
other recent conflicts be-
tween the world’s two lar-
gest economies and geopo-
litical rivals.

U.S. officials have long
warned that China rejec-
ts their efforts at outreach.
That raises the possibility
of miscommunication spi-
raling into conflict, they
say.

“Last month, Director
Burns traveled to Beijing
where he met with Chine-

ficials in Beijing as
es to thaw tensions

se counterparts and em-
phasized the importance
of maintaining open lines
of communication in inte-
lligence channels,” said a
U.S. official who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss Burns’ schedule,
which is classified.

Burns only met with in-
telligence officials and not
any of Beijing’s political or
foreign policy leadership,
according to a second per-
son familiar with the visit
who also spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to dis-
cuss the trip.

President Joe Biden has
often sent Burns on sensiti-
ve trips to meet U.S. adver-
saries. Burns went to Mos-
cow in late 2021 to confront
Russian President Vladimir
Putin about indications
that Russia was gearing up
to launch a new invasion of
Ukraine.

The U.S. is still trying to

A Director Burns met Chinese
Washington

reschedule Secretary of Sta-
te Antony Blinken’s trip to
China after it was canceled
as the Chinese balloon was
flying over American terri-
tory.

Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin also spoke “briefly”
on Friday with Li Shangfu,
China’s minister of natio-
nal defense, at the opening
dinner of a security forum
in Singapore. China had
earlier rejected Austin’s re-
quest for a meeting on the
sidelines of the forum.

Also on Friday, a top
Treasury official, Under-
secretary for International
Affairs Jay Shambaugh, met
with Xie Feng, China’s am-
bassador in Washington.

According to the Trea-
sury Department, Sham-
baugh spoke to Xie about
the importance of “closely
communicating on global
macroeconomic and finan-
cial issues.” MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

o 2 OB OB P oD e

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,
Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kweng Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
ENT : Dr.Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T. 2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Website: www.peddermacau.com

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00- 14:00 Sun & PH closed

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

of members.

Ana Soares

The Chairman
Board of General Assembly

Notice

In accordance with articles 24 and 25 of the Charter of Anima -
Society for the Protection of Animals (Macau), the Annual General
Meeting will take place on Saturday, 24 June 2023, at 4:00 p.m. in
Anima Cats’ Paradise At Estrada do Campo, N.16, ground floor,
Coloane, with the following agenda:

1. Discussing and passing of the Report and the Statement
of Accounts and the Written Opinion of the Supervisory
Body for 2022;

2. Any other subjects.

In case it is not present in the first call at least half of the
members of the Association, the General Assembly will meet in
the same place half an hour later on second call with any number

All members attending the meeting should sign the attendance
members list and produce evidence of their identity (through
Anima ID card or any ID card or passport).

anima

EMHMERIUDEBE

SOCIEDADE FROTECTORA DD35 AMNUMAIS DE MACALI
SOCHETY FOR THE FROTECTION OF ARIMALS (vacaun

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Haley says
to align’ wi

US forces 'need
th Russia;

campaign says she misspoke

EPUBLICAN pre-

sidential hopeful

Nikki Haley sug-

gested in an in-
terview that United States
forces “need to align” with
non-European countries
including Russia to enhan-
ce global security, a remark
her campaign characteri-
zed as a gaffe.

Asked by WMUR-TV for
a segment Wednesday on
regions of the world to whi-
ch she felt the U.S. could
pay more attention, Haley
— who served the Trump
administration as Uni-
ted Nations ambassador,
first said “the Arab world,”
saying the U.S. needs Arab
countries “to kind of join
with us” on opposing Iran.

“You see Saudi Arabia
making deals with China,
that’s not good for us. We
need them to be with us,
and then we need to align
with others, Russia, Aus-
tralia, Japan, Israel,” Haley
added.

“We need to start focu-
sing on the allies that we
have besides the Euro-
peans and make sure that
we have more friends —
one, for our needs, so that
we’re not dependent on an
enemy for energy or medi-
cines or anything else, and
then two, to make sure that
we build those alliances so
that the world is more safe.”

Yesterday [Macau time],
Haley’s campaign said the
candidate misspoke when
she included Russia with
the other countries.

“This is completely ri-
diculous, she obviously
misspoke,” spokesman Ken
Farnaso told The Associa-
ted Press. “No one one has
been tougher on Russia
than Nikki Haley.”

Asked to comment on
the interview, Haley in a
statement to AP called the
country an “enemy” and re-
ferred to President Vladimir
Putin as a “thug.”

“I fought them at the
U.N. and I will continue
to fight them,” Haley said.
“They want to destroy us
and our allies and they are
not to be trusted.”

During her tenure as
U.N. ambassador during

AP PHOTO
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Candidate to the gaffe of the year: Nikki Haley

the Trump administration,
Haley was critical of Russia,
denouncing its invasion of
Crimea, condemning the
country for “holding the
hands” of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un as the
countries sparred over
sanctions. She also referred
to Russian corruption as a
“virus” which is “impeding
our ability to achieve com-
plete denuclearization in
North Korea.”

A divide has emerged
within the Republican field
on how the U.S. should
handle Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. In response to
a query earlier this year
from then-Fox News host
Tucker Carlson, Haley said
U.S. support for Ukraine
was critical against an an-
ti-American regime that
is “attempting to brutally
expand by force into a nei-
ghboring  pro-American
country,” saying a Russian
victory would only make
countries like China and
Iran “more aggressive.”

At the time, Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis, who
has since entered the GOP
primary race, argued that
stopping the aggression
wasn'’t a vital U.S. strategic
interest, characterizing the
situation as a “territorial
dispute.”

A number of fellow Re-
publicans were critical of
DeSantis’ initial remarks.
Trump, who had -called
on European countries to
share more of the finan-
cial burden of defending
Ukraine, said DeSantis’
answers were “following
what I am saying.” A day
later, Haley said she agreed
with Trump that “DeSantis
is copying him,” writing in
an op-ed that the charac-
terization of the war as a
“territorial dispute” repre-
sented “weakness.”

Following those criti-
ques, DeSantis said his
earlier comments referen-
ced ongoing fighting in the
eastern Donbas region, as
well as Russia’s 2014 seizu-
re of Crimea. Ukraine’s bor-
ders are internationally re-
cognized, including by the
United Nations.

For months, Stand for
America, a super PAC su-
pportive of Haley, has been
aiming to draw a contrast
between the former South
Carolina governor and De-
Santis.

“While DeSantis chan-
ges his policy positions ba-
sed on the mood of his do-
nors and television hosts,
Haley never backs down,”
SFA Lead Strategist Mark
Harris said in a release last

month.

Yesterday, a spokesman
for Never Back Down, the
super PAC supporting De-
Santis, called Haley’s re-
mark to WMUR “almost as
bizarre as her aligning with
woke Disney,” a reference
to the former South Caro-
lina governor’s critiques of
DeSantis’ ongoing dispu-
te with the entertainment
giant, whose jobs she has
said her home state “will
happily accept” should it
choose to leave Florida.

The U.S. has been
upping its military aid to
Ukraine as Russia’s inva-
sion enters its 16th mon-
th. In late May, President
Joe Biden approved a new
aid package that totals up
to $300 million and inclu-
des additional munitions
for drones and an array of
other weapons.

To date, the U.S. has
committed more than
$37.6 billion in weapons
and other equipment to
Ukraine since Russia at-
tacked on Feb. 24, 2022.
This latest package will be
done under presidential
drawdown authority, which
allows the Pentagon to take
weapons from its own sto-
cks and quickly ship them
to Ukraine, officials said.
MDT/AP

this day in history @
1980 SAS RESCUE ENDS
IRAN EMBASSY SIEGE
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The siege of the Iranian embassy in London has ended af-
ter adramatic raid by SAS commandos.

Five Iranian gunmen were killed and one was arrested. Ni-
neteen hostages were set free but one died and two were
injured in the cross-fire.

Millions of people watched the rescue live on television as
bank holiday entertainment on all three channels was inter-
rupted to show the real-life drama unfold.

More than 30 masked troops stormed the embassy bui-
Iding from the balcony and front and back doors throwing
grenades through the windows.

Screams were heard frominside the building and some 15
minutes later the hostages emerged and were escorted by
Scotland Yard police to waitingambulances.

The siege began five days ago when six gunmen took over
the Iranian embassy in Kensington.

Most of their hostages were fellow Iranians but also inclu-
ded embassy police guard PC Trevor Lock, BBC sound man
Sim Harris, BBC news organiser Chris Cramer and tourists
who had stopped by to collect visas.

Four of the captives - including Mr Cramer - were released
over the last week for medical reasons.

The gunmen belonged to a dissident Iranian group oppo-
sed to Ayatollah Khomeini, the religious leader who came to
power last year.

They wanted the release of 91 political prisoners held in
Iran as well as an aircraft to take them and the hostages out
ofthe UK.

The Home Secretary Wiliam Whitelaw ordered the attack
on the sixth day of the siege after the gunmen shot dead
Iranian press attaché Abbas Lavasaniand dumped his body
outside the building.

Speaking through PC Lock who relayed the demands from
an embassy window to police officers on the ground, they
then threatened to kill the rest of the hostages and blow up
the embassy if their demands were not met.

The Iranian government approved the use of force and
President Bani-Sadr announced the SAS raid as a victory. In
a broadcast he said "We did not surrender, we became vic-
torious.”

The Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has visited the SAS
barracksin Kensington to congratulate the troops on a suc-
cessful mission, codenamed Operation Nimrod.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

It later emerged that during the SAS raid PC Trevor Lock
had tackled the leader of the gunmen known as Salim
and saved the life of an SAS soldier. He was awarded the
George Medal for his actions.

The excellent publicity provided by unprecedented live
TV coverage of the event ensured the future of the SAS
regiment was guaranteed. It had previously been under
threat of disbandment.

The one surviving gunman, Fowzi Nejad, was sentenced
to life imprisonment nine months later.

His fellow hostage-takers had opposed Ayatollah Kho-
meini and demanded freedom for the southern Iranian
province of Khuzestan. But their cause was soon forgot-
ten when war broke out between Iran and Irag in late 1980
- a conflict that was to last eight years.

Although Iran had supported the SAS raid, it took about
13 years for a mutual compensation package to be
agreed whereby the British government paid for the
damage done to the Iranian embassy and Iran repaired
the British embassy in Tehran damaged during the 1979
revolution.

Chris Cramer went on to become managing editor of
CNN International.
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YOUR STARS
O ARIES %i TAURUS
/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19 /'! Apr. 20-May. 20

Your involvement in groups will
be favorable for meeting new and
exciting individuals. Although it
does look promising, be careful
not to overextend yourself or you
will lose in the long run.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Opportunities for romance may
develop through dealing with
groups that have a purpose.
You can get ahead if you play
your cards right. You should be
putting in some overtime.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Partnerships will be favorable and ~ Be prepared to jump quickly if
contracts can be signed. Entertain  you wish to stay in the forefront
those who can provide you of your industry today.
with valuable information and  Problems with appliances or
knowledge. Children may cause electrical gadgets will drive you

GEMINI CANCER

The Born Loser by Chi

”IMUST YOU BE SO WISHY-WASHY
THORNAPPLE 7 JUST GIVE ME
YOUR HONEST OPINION ON

Sansom

N

A(‘V(Ch‘F 2{10 www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser

VERY WELL, CHIEF,
IN MY OPINION, IT
1S A BIG MISTAKE !

P 0H, WHAT O YOU KNOW,

ANY WAY !

/
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limitations. crazy. SUDOKU WEATH ER
LEO VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
/' jul.23:Mug.22 /' hug.23Sep.22 EASY EASY+
Don’t let your family put You need to spend some time
demands on you. You’ll stay out  getting to know this person all g 1 s 4 Beijing 20 34 vl
of trouble if you pick projects over again. Sudden changes of - 9 2 1 Changchun 15 25 thunderstorms
that will benefit the whole family.  heart may cause disruptions in 3 5 0 6 "
Investments will not be as they  your domestic scene. Generosity Chengdu 19 29 cloudy
appear today. will put you in the poorhouse. Blo 1 5 Chongaing 19 26 rain
6 4 2z 7 4
LIBRA SCORPIO 13 T Fuzhou Y cloudy
= . 6 7 2 Guangzhou 26 26 thunderstorms
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23-Nov. 21 7 3 1 2 |91 4 Guiyang 18 22 rain
Get proper medical attention and ~ Avoid functions that will bring E|5 2 Haikou 27 32 thunderstorms
confront your situation decisively.  you in contact with those you find 3 1 9 7 )
Be discreet about your personal  difficult to get along with. Make - Hangzhou 20 26 rain
life or whereabouts. Be mysterious. ~ residential changes that will lift 3 4 1 & 5 6 71 .
Show what a dedicated person you  your spirits. Tryﬁ to spend some Harbin 12 26 thunderstorms
can be. time on your own. Hefei 17 21 rain
Nanjin 1 22 rain
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN "o ® ,
‘@‘ MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 20 25 rain
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec. 22-Jan. 19 9 g 3 5 Taipe 24 28 cloudy
You can write beautiful love letters ~ Try to spend time with those ’ Wuhan 21 22 rain
today. Put your efforts into your  having similar interests. Go with 25 8 2 .
work or money making ventures  the flow and don’t let the unsettled £ 7 7 7 Hong Hong 27 30 rain
rather than your emotional life.  atmosphere get on your nerves.
You have a lot to offer. You will be emotional about your 9 7 ] 4
personal life. 1 5 3 1
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 9 Moscow 6 15 overcast
1 29 8 7
Frankfurt 13 27 cloud
%/ Jan.20-Feb.18 7 Feb.19-Mar. 20 4 7 2| le . Y
Minor health problems may flare ~ Make those phone calls and pay 5 & 4 RIS - 27 fine
up if you haven’t been taking care  your bills. Get together with those - 2 London 9 17 overcast
of yourself or have been burning you find mentally stimulating
New York 17 25 overcast

the candle at both ends. Don’t get
involved in other people’s private
doings.

Don’t take your frustrations out
on the ones you love.

CROSSWORDS

1- Strike breaker; 5- Put off, as an agenda item; 10- Drop; 14-
Auditorium; 15- Spring sign; 16- Edible corm; 17- Writer Bombeck; 18- Charged;
19- ___ uproar; 20- Final course; 22- Give another abode; 24- Stab; 25- Brillo rival;
26- Defense covering; 29- Operated; 32- Approaches; 36- Fall faller; 37- English
nobleman; 39- Back muscle, briefly; 40- Make a trade?; 43- Laugh syllable; 44-
Governess; 45- Shakespeare's river; 46- Licorice-like flavoring; 48- Legal matter;
49- Diciembre follower; 50- Large flightless bird; 52- Excavate; 53- Let loose; 57~
Sincere; 61- Crux; 62- Confine; 64- To ___ (perfectly); 65- Ritzy; 66- Ludwig and
Jannings; 67- Female child; 68- Dagger of yore; 69- Lunar valley; 70- Terminates;

1- Get rid of; 2- Minister to; 3- Material charity; 4- Launching of a rocket;
5- Loiter; 6- | smell ___!; 7- Coal container; 8- Regan's dad; 9- Adlai's running
mate; 10- Lazy; 11- Hindu lawgiver; 12- Some nest eggs: 13- Sound quality:
21- Be mistaken; 23- Accord maker; - B :
26- Omega's opposite; 27- Aired again; Friday’s SOItlon ]
28- New Zealand aboriginal; 29- Stair .+."IU.':*.'.* clE|nlslE
part; 30- Dress style; 31- High times?; |R..L F RO L L [ § LIAIA TN
33- Still in the game; 34- Sharp-edged
instrument; 35- Pad user; 37- East
Lansing sch.; 38- Genetic material; 41-
Plant problem; 42- Tongue; 47- Boil;
49- German article; 51- Member of the
wedding; 52- Compact; 53~ Strike callers;
54- Dodge model; 55- Emit coherent
light; 56- Half: Pref.; 57- Fish feature; 58-
Pack ___ (quit); 59- Square; 60- Electric
fish; 63- Wire measure;

It's prime time to

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

:
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
é Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
é (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
% 28573333 28716 081
§L Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
§ 28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @] jmlproperty
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Hellene Garden
HKD 11,800/mth 3 bed 2 bath

Nam Long
HKD 4,680,000

One Central

HKD 26,800/mth 2 beds 1 bath

3 beds 3 bath
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JADE GARDEN NAM LONG
4 bed 3 bath - ; 2 bed 1 bath
4,080 ft2| HKD13,9 000 750 ft2| HKD3,988,000

ONE CENTRAL : HELLENE GARDENS
3'bed 3 bath 3 bed 2 bath'
2)332 ft2| HKD26,800/mth 1,663 ft2| HKD11,800/mth

Visit our website to see all
the great apartments now

available for rent!

scan me

SUPREME FLOWER CITY
4 hed 3 bath
2.060 ft-'| HEKEDZ22 000/ mth

Call us!

(853) 2835 2699 M E Ripsamriathea: = Ar10034808 | : ok bri ki

AVENIDA DA PRAIA GRANDE NO.599, EDF. COMERCIAL RODRIGUES, 12 ANDAR C, MACAU B P B A B s St s E @ m e A W12 & License: MI-10001398-6
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FOOTBALL | FA CUP

City beats United in final to
complete second leg of treble bid

STEVE DOUGLAS, LONDON
MANCITY 2, MANUNITED 1

HE second leg of Man-
chester City’s treble mis-
sion is secure.
Add the FA Cup, after
a 2-1 win over great rival Man-
chester United yesterday [Macau
time], to its latest Premier League
title.

Now only a first ever Cham-
pions League title stands between
City and immortality in English
soccer.

“We're in a position,” City ma-
nager Pep Guardiola said, “that
we'll probably never be in again.”

Ilkay Gundogan scored two
goals — the first inside 13 se-
conds, for the quickest in 142
years of FA Cup finals — to lead
City to a 16th trophy since 2011 in
what is looking like the crowning
season in the tenure of Abu Dha-
bi’s ruling family.

If the Germany midfielder’s
opener, a perfectly executed

AP PHOTO

volley from the edge of area, was
probably his best goal of his seven
years at City, his 51st-minute win-
ner at Wembley Stadium might be
one of his scrappiest.

This time it was a volley with
his left foot after being picked
out by Kevin De Bruyne's free kick
from the right wing. The ball bo-

bbled between two United defen-
ders and squirmed past goalkee-
per David De Gea, who might
have been slightly unsighted but
should have done better.

United was looking to protect
its proud status as the only team
to win the league-FA Cup-Eu-
ropean Cup treble, in 1999, and

equalized against the run of play
through a penalty by Bruno Fer-
nandes in the 33rd minute.

Late pressure saw United hit
the crossbar through Raphael Va-
rane. The team needs a favor from
Inter Milan in the Champions
League final in Istanbul next Sa-
turday to thwart’s City’s treble bid.

“What a privilege — we are one
game away,” Guardiola said.

City’s class of 2023 became the
13th team in English soccer his-
tory to clinch a league-and-FA
Cup double. It has happened twi-
ce under Guardiola, who has won
13 trophies in his seven years at
the club and 34 in his managerial
career.

The latest haul of titles has
come in the same season the club
was charged by the Premier Lea-
gue with more than 100 breaches
of financial rules.

Right at the heart of the cele-
brations was Gundogan, who —
as it stands — will be leaving City
after the Champions League final
because he is out of contract. He

would depart as a club great and
a FA Cup record-breaker.

The opening goal was timed by
British broadcaster BBC at 12.91
seconds and came after Gundo-
gan, City’s captain, took the ki-
ckoff himself.

“We aimed for that, to aim for
Erling and to try to get the second
ball quick,” Gundogan said.

The goal jolted United, which
was outplayed until a controver-
sial decision to award a penalty
against Jack Grealish for handball
as he raised his arms while jum-
ping to block a header into the
box by United defender Aaron
Wan-Bissaka. Play continued and
there were few on-field appeals
by United’s players, but the in-
cident was reviewed by VAR and
a penalty was awarded after the
referee looked at the pitchside
monitor.

Fernandes sauntered up to the
ball and sent Ortega the wrong
way.

Gundogan ultimately had the
final say.

The 142nd FA Cup final — the
first between the two Manchester
clubs — was largely one-sided,
though, and Ten Hag conceded
his team was beaten by “the best
team in the world.”

United’s players stayed on the
field and watched as City walked
up the steps to collect their
winners’ medals from Prince
William. MDT/AP
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THE ROADHOUSE MACAU,R/C, SHOP E-B016=~G019, BROADWAY HOTEL, RoTUNDA DO DIQUE DESTE, TAIPA

DAILY TRAININGS

PLEASE CALL US AT: 2875 2945 FOR RESERVATIONS
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China Daily v/

Sourabh Gupta*, China Daily

US-CHINA TIES NEED
PRINCIPLED ‘GUARDRAILS’

The US-China relationship, the most consequential bila-
teral relationship in the world, stands at a delicate juncture.
After two years of false starts under the Joe Biden adminis-
tration, including due to a wayward balloon that blew ties off
course, the two countries are finally in sight of an opportunity
to begin stabilizing their rocky relationship.

Washington and Beijing must not pass up this opportunity.
They must begin erecting the “guardrails” that President Joe
Biden and President Xi Jinping had envisaged at their mee-
ting in Bali, Indonesia, on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in
November 2022. For these guardrails to be durable and lon-
g-lasting though, they must abide by certain broad common
understandings.

First, US-China relations must be built on the basis of
equality and mutual respect. Beneficial engagement cannot,
as a matter of principle, coexist with sanctions, coercion and
suppression. The broad thrust of policy must be to reassure
the other and seek to minimize differences. The practice of
individual self-restraint rather than the pursuit of behavior
modification of the opponent must become the order of the
day.

And while both sides remain at liberty to introduce sanc-
tions on designated individuals and entities deemed to be
a threat to national security or public interest, neither side
should harbor the illusion that business-as-usual lines of
communication can be maintained with parties they have
unilaterally sanctioned. Sanctioning incumbent Cabine-
t-level officials is particularly disrespectful and should be
eschewed. If the Biden administration wishes to restart the
defense ministers’ dialogue, it must first drop Chinese State
Councilor and Minister of National Defense Li Shangfu from
its “specially designated nationals and blocked persons” list.

Second, US-China relations must be framed with a forwar-
d-looking and constructive perspective, without losing sight
of the grave underlying challenges. In Bali, Xi had proffered
“three noes” — China does not seek to change the existing
international order; does not interfere in the US’ internal af-
fairs; and has no intention of challenging or displacing the
United States.

For his part, Biden tendered “five noes” — the US does not
seek a new Cold War; does not seek to change China’s sys-
tem,; the revitalization of its alliances is not directed at China;
does not support the independence of the Chinese island of
Taiwan; and does not seek conflict with China.

Third, there must be an observable symmetry between
words and deeds in the conduct of US-China relations. Con-
trary to its assertions, the Biden administration’s numerous
technology denial measures against China are not grounded
only in national security and supply chain resilience consi-
derations. They are also intended to furnish an unfair econo-
mic competitive edge as well as selectively decouple the two
economies in areas of commercial exchange that reach well
beyond the perimeter of national security.

The inclination to say one thing and do another that is dia-
metrically opposite must be discouraged.

Finally, Sino-US relations must be based onrespect for each
other’s core interests, starting with the respect for territorial
integrity. Washington says it “acknowledges” but does not ne-
cessarily “recognize” or “admit” that Taiwan is a part of China.

This challenge must stop, and the US must credibly signal
that its “one-China policy” is not being hollowed out beyond
recognition.

Beijing, on its part, must credibly signal that peaceful reuni-
fication remains on the table. Also, violations of sovereignty,
like the balloon incident, must be avoided at all costs.

Democratic Party presidents in the post-Cold War era,
from Bill Clinton to Barack Obama, have managed to author
successful relationships with their counterparts in Beijing
during their second terms.

And as improbable as this might seem in the post-Do-
nald Trump “new normal” in Sino-US ties, a new window of
opportunity could yet open up if Biden — a statesman stee-
ped in the politics of US-China normalization — is re-elec-
ted to office. Much hinges therefore on getting the guardrails
done right at the present time. [Abridged]

*Senior fellow at the Institute for China-America Studies in
Washington, D.C.

THE

BUZZ

Apple appears poised to unveil a long-rumored headset that will
place its users between the virtual and real world, while also testing
the technology trendsetter’s ability to popularize new-fangled devi-
ces after others failed to capture the public’s imagination.

After years of speculation, the stage is set for the widely anticipa-
ted announcement to be made today at Apple’s annual developers
conference in a Cupertino, California, theater named after the com-

pany’s late co-founder Steve Jobs.

Apple is also likely to use the event to show off its latest Mac com-

puter, preview the next operating system for the iPhone and discuss

its strategy for artificial intelligence.

But the star of the show is expected to be a pair of goggles —
perhaps called “Reality Pro,” according to media leaks — that could
become another milestone in Apple’s lore of releasing game-chan-

ging technology.

But with a hefty price tag that could be in the $3,000 range, Apple’s
new headset may also be greeted with a lukewarm reception from all

but affluent technophiles.

AP PHOTO

eastern Indian state of Orissa

300 KILLED

INDIAN RAILWAYS OFFICIAL
SAYS ERROR IN SIGNALING
SYSTEM LED TO CRASH

HE derailment in eas-

tern India that killed
more than 300 people and
injured hundreds was cau-
sed by an error in the elec-
tronic signaling system
that led a train to wrongly
change tracks and crash
into a freight train, officials
said yesterday.

Authorities worked to
clear the mangled wrecka-
ge of the two passenger
trains that derailed Friday
night in Balasore district in
Odisha state in one of the
country’s deadliest rail di-
sasters in decades.

Jaya Verma Sinha, a se-
nior railway official, said
the preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that a signal
was given to the high-s-
peed Coromandel Express
to run on the main track
line, but the signal later
changed, and the train ins-
tead entered an adjacent
loop line where it ram-
med into a freight loaded
with iron ore. The colli-
sion flipped Coromandel
Express’s coaches onto
another track, causing
the incoming Yesvantpur-
-Howrah Express from the
opposite side also to de-
rail, she said.

The passenger trains,
carrying 2,296 people,
were not overspeeding,
she said. Trains that carry
goods are often parked on
an adjacent loop line on
the side so the main line is
clear for a passing train.

Verma said the root cau-
se of the crash was related
to an error in the electro-
nic signaling system. She
said a detailed investiga-
tion will reveal whether
the error was human or
technical.

The electronic inter-
locking system is a safety
mechanism designed to
prevent conflicting move-
ments between trains. It
also monitors the status
of signals that tell drivers
how close they are to a
next train, how fast they
can go and the presence
of stationary trains on the
track.

“The system is 99.9%
error free. But 0.1% chan-
ces are always there for
an error,” Verma said. To
a question whether the
crash could be a case of sa-
botage, she said “nothing
is ruled out.”

Yesterday, a few shat-
tered carriages, mangled
and overturned, were the
only remnants of the tra-
gedy. Railway workers toi-
led under the sun’s glare to
lay down blocks of cement
to fix the broken tracks. A
crew with excavators was
removing mud and the de-
bris to clear the crash site.

Fifteen bodies were re-
covered on Saturday eve-
ning and efforts continued
overnight with heavy cra-
nes being used to remove
an engine that settled on
top of a rail car. No bodies

were found in the engine
and the work was com-
pleted yesterday morning,
said Sudhanshu Sarangi,
director-general of fire
and emergency services in
Odisha.

The crash occurred at a
time when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is focusing
on the modernization of
the British colonial-era
railroad network in India,
which has become the
world’s most populous
country with 1.42 billion
people. Despite govern-
ment efforts to improve
safety, several hundred
accidents occur every year
on India’s railways, the lar-
gest train network under
one management in the
world.

Modi visited the crash
site on Saturday and talked
to rescue officials. He also
visited a hospital to inqui-
re about the injured, and
spoke to some of them.

Modi told reporters he
felt the pain of the crash
victims. He said the gover-
nment would do its utmost
to help them and strictly
punish anyone found res-
ponsible.

Most such accidents in
India are blamed on hu-
man error or outdated sig-
naling equipment.

About 22 million people
ride 14,000 trains across
India every day, traveling
on 64,000 kilometers of
track. MDT/AP

Ukraine Concerns around
civilian safety spiked

in Ukraine, as officials
announced that aninspection
had found nearly a quarter of
the country's air-raid shelters
locked or unusable, just

days after awomanin Kyiv
allegedly died waiting outside
ashuttered shelter duringa
Russian missile barrage. The
Ukrainian interior ministry
said that of the "over 4,800"
shelters it hadinspected, 252
were locked and afurther 893
"unfit foruse.”

o
-
o
I
o
o
<

Peru The chief suspect
inthe unsolved 2005
disappearance of American
student Natalee Holloway
isbeingtransferredtoa
prison near Lima ahead

of his pending extradition
tothe United States to

face charges linked to her
vanishing, officials said
yesterday [Macau time]. The
government of Peru, where
Dutch citizen Joran van der
Sloot (pictured) was serving
a 28-year sentence forthe
murder of a Peruvian woman,
authorized his extradition to
the US.inMay.
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Vatican Pope Francisis
traveling to Mongolia at the
end of the summer, a visit
that will be a first for a pontiff
and one richin geopolitical
significance givenits
proximity to Russia and China.
The Vatican this weekend
confirmedthe Aug. 31-Sept.
4triptothe landlocked US-
allied country sandwiched
between Russia and China,
two countries popes have
never visited. The visit comes
as Francisis tryingtotoe a
diplomatic linein his relations
with both countries:

Guinea-Bissau An highly
anticipated election tofill
the nationallegislature was
underway yesterday, more
thanayear after the West
African nation's president
dissolved parliament. Nearly
one million voters were
registeredto elect more
than 100 lawmakers from
six parties with active seats
inthe National People's
Assembly, according to the
Centre for Democracy and
Development, an African
humanrights organization.
Tiny Guinea-Bissau gained
independence from Portugal
nearly five decades ago,
enduring continued political
turmoail since then.



