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MACAO WATER EXPECTS SUMMER TO SEE
UP TO 5% INCREASE IN CONSUMPTION,
WHILE GOV'T HAS NO PLANS TO INCREASE
WATER TARIFFS THIS YEAR

IS IT REAL OR MADE BY Al?
EUROPE WANTS A LABEL
FOR THAT AS IT FIGHTS
DISINFORMATION

TWO SUSPECTS ARRESTED FOR
ALLEGEDLY SCAMMING OVER MOP40
MILLION FROM MORE THAN 30 PEOPLE

4 P2

4 P3

—

US, Japan and Philippines
coast guard ships staged
law enforcement drills in
waters near the disputed
South China Sea yesterday
as Washington presses
efforts toreinforce alliances
in Asia amid anincreasingly
tense rivalry with China. The
drills, witnessed by journalists
onboard a Philippine

coast guard patrolboat,
the BRP Cabra, included
ascenarioinvolvingthe
interdiction and boarding
of avessel suspected of
carrying weapons of mass
destruction off the Bataan
Peninsula, Philippine coast
guard spokesperson
Commodore Armand Balilo
said.

=
EU The president of the
European Commission,
Ursulavonder Leyen,
says she has nointerestin
becoming the new leader
of NATO as the trans-
Atlantic military alliance
seeks a successor to Jens
Stoltenberg. Stoltenberg,
aformer Norwegian prime
minister, has been NATO
secretary general since 2014.
His term was due to expire
last year but was extended to
provide stability after Russia's
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
inearly 2022.

Ukraine The wall of a

major damina part of
southern Ukraine that
Moscow controls collapsed
yesterday, triggering floods,
endangering Europe’s
largest nuclear power plant
and threatening drinking
water supplies as both
sides in the war rushed to
evacuate residents and
blamed each other for the
emergency. Ukraine accused
Russian forces of blowing
up the Kakhovka dam and
hydroelectric power station
onthe Dnieper River, while
Russian officials blamed
Ukrainian military strikesin
the contested area. It was
not possible to verify the
claims.

More on backpage

AGEISM AT WORK

Secretary Lei under fire for claiming Macau has no age discrimination on job
access as lawmakers slam gov't for absence of relevant measures .3

HZMB
GOODS
TRANSFER
CENTER
TO START
OPERATION
THIS YEAR

AIR MACAU

FLIGHTS
IN
SUMMER
TO
EXPAND
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IC LAUNCHES
APPLICATION
CAMPAIGN FOR
‘HUSH BAZAARY

As the event "Concerts hush!
2023" will be held on November
4 and 5in Hac Sa, the Cultural
Institute (IC) launched a
registration campaign for the
"Hush Bazaar!" which will feature
many tents to promote various
products and local gastronomical
specialties. Those interested

in operating a stall can apply on
the event website from now until
July 10. Should the number of
subscribers who meet the eligibility
criteria exceed the number of
available tents, operators will be
selected via a draw, with results
announcements planned on
October 13.

ELECTRONIC IDS FOR
BORDER-CROSSINGS
BY END-JUNE

Still under review by the First
Standing Committee of the
Legislative Assembly (AL), a draft
bill aimed at upgrading the Macau
ID card system could digitalize
physical ID cards on the Macau One
Account mobile app. The aim of the
bill is to facilitate border-crossings
and the use of local identification
documents in public services,

as well as remove some of the
information shown on physical
documents, such as height and the
date of firstissuance. If passed, the
bill will take effect on December

15. However, the use of electronic
identification will come into effect
on June 30.

UM HOLDS RESEARCH
ACTIVITY FOR
SECONDARY STUDENTS

On the occasion of its 10th
anniversary, the University of
Macau (UM) Faculty of Health
Sciences (FHS) organized the
fourth instalment of its science
popularization activity "The
Pursuit of Research.” The activity
provided an opportunity for
students from six secondary
schools in Macau to visit the
core facilities of FHS and
conduct a series of hands-

on experiments, with the aim
of enhancing their interest in
health sciences and inspiring
them to pursue their dreams

in science. Under the guidance
of FHS's faculty members, the
students conducted experiments
related to biomedical sciences,
pharmaceutical sciences, and
bioinformatics to learn about
different scientific theories.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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PASSENGERS ARRIVING AT HK
AIRPORT WILL SOON BE ABLE TO
TRANSFER DIRECTLY TO MACAU

RENATO MARQUES

SSENGERS arriving at
Hong Kong airport whose
final destination is Macau will
soon be able to transfer directly
to Macau via the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge (HZMB)
without going through immigra-
tion and entering Hong Kong,
local authorities said yesterday
at the Legislative Assembly (AL)
during the continuation of the
two-day Q&A session between
lawmakers and government of-
ficials.

In the debate that followed
an inquiry from lawmaker Ip Sio
Kai, the Secretary for Security,
Wong Sion Chak, said that work
to improve utilization of the
HZMB is underway and soon will
be enacted.

In the debate that followed,
lawmaker Wang Sai Man further
queried when passengers trave-
ling to Macau would be able to
avoid entering Hong Kong and
instead be directly transferred to
Macau via the HZMB.

Adding to the Secretary’s res-
ponse, a representative from the
Transport Bureau (DSAT) sta-
ted that further details would be
“soon revealed,” disclosing that
the method will be similar to past
measures that provided passen-
gers with the ability to acquire

CRIME

RENATO MARQUES

tickets for a direct transfer bus
service during their airport ferry
service, and staff from the same
operator would handle the pas-
senger luggage at the airport and
transfer it onto the same bus to

Macau.

Such measures have been re-
quested by the public since the
opening of the bridge. To date,
the bridge has been seen to pro-
vided only limited convenien-
ce in conveying passengers to
Macau, and they are currently
required to use several separate
modes of transport to arrive in
Macau.

For the time being, no further
details have been revealed on the

date that the new method will
enter into force, nor on the price
of the service.

GOODS TRANSFER CENTERTO
START OPERATION THIS YEAR

The Goods Transfer Center
that will allow goods and pro-
ducts to be transported from
Hong Kong to Macau via the
HZMB more quickly and directly
will enter into operation in the
second half of this year, the Se-
cretary for Security, Wong Sio
Chak said in the reply to an in-
quiry from lawmaker Ip.

Wong noted that the cons-
truction of the facilities conclu-
ded in early May and work is now

being undertaken in relation to
the center’s operations.

Wong noted the Customs
Service (SA) will be responsible
for supervising the passage of
goods.

The SA director, Vong Man
Chong, advanced at the AL that
the transference area is now
being prepared and the sur-
veillance system that will inspect
the truck routes has already ins-
talled.

Vong also added that the cus-
toms inspection procedure is
expected to take around 40 mi-
nutes, and this will provide an
inspection capacity of 396 vehi-
cles per day.

Two suspects prosecuted for scamming MOP40m

ANTHONY LAM

the two suspects —among

when their

respective

gations suggest that the

mes comimitted.

O suspects have
been arrested for
allegedly scamming over
MOP40 million in total
from more than 30 peo-
ple, the Public Prosecu-
tions Office (MP) annou-
nced yesterday in a state-
ment.

The MP noted that the
police cracked down on
the case recently.

According to the MP,

Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

others who are at large
— persuaded the victims
to invest in a company,
claiming that if they did
so they would either re-
ceive high returns within
a short period of time or
become the founding
shareholders of the com-
pany.

The victims inves-
ted in excess of MOP40
million into the alleged
company. Nonetheless,

contracts reached their
termination dates, they
could neither retrieve
their capital, obtain the
promised return on their
investment, nor be regis-
tered as shareholders of
the company.

Suspecting that they
might have been scam-
med, they reached out to
the police for further in-
vestigation.

Preliminary investi-
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suspects are likely to
have committed the cri-
mes of fraud and major
fraud, which are subject
to a maximum penalty of
10 years’ imprisonment.
The prosecutor has
also suggested that res-
trictive measures be im-
posed on them, a sugges-
tion that was accepted by
the judge at the Criminal
Procedure Court in light
of the severity of the cri-

In light of the prosecu-
tions, the MP reminded
members of the public
to remain vigilant against
potential scammers.
The monetary authority
should be approached to
verify the legality of any
purported investment
company or broker be-
forehand. Any suspected
scams should also be re-
ported to the police as
soon as possible.
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Lei Wai

Nong claims no discrimination

on access to jobs, lawmakers disagree

RENATO MARQUES

HE Secretary for Eco-

nomy and Finance, Lei

Wai Nong, said yesterday

at a plenary session at
the Legislative Assembly (AL) that
there are no cases in Macau of
discrimination regarding access
to jobs.

The statement came in respon-
se to an inquiry from lawmaker
Lei Chan U calling on the gover-
nment to take measures to stop
discrimination in the access to
jobs in Macau, namely by those of
older age.

Lei said thatbased on the statis-
tics collected by the Labour Affairs
Bureau (DSAL) there is no such
problem as there were no cases
reported to the bureau. This re-
ply did not please the lawmakers,
with several disagreeing with the
statement.

José Pereira Coutinho not only
disagreed with the statement,
but stated that the problem does
exist and takes place “especially in
the six gaming concessionaires.”
The lawmaker also added that
the DSAL has no capacity or has
not been exercising its capacity
to help residents in lodging com-
plaints about the issue, and this
explained the lack of complaints
to such a department.

“The Basic Law prohibits
discrimination, but the reality
is different. In job interviews,
discrimination happens often
and everyone knows it,” Pereira
Coutinho added, remarking that
Macau needs a body similar to
Hong Kong’s Equal Opportuni-
ties Commission (EOC) to effec-
tively address the problem and
process complaints.

Also displeased with Lei Wai
Nong'’s answer was Ella Lei, ano-
ther lawmaker who represents
workers.

Ella Lei said that there are many
cases of age discrimination and
no sanctions for such cases. Pre-
viously the Secretary has said that
in the cases of employers found to
be in breach of this rule, a penal-
ty that would be translated into a
fine ranging between MOP20,000
and 50,000 would be applied to
each case.

Ella Lei said the number of
such cases was high and most
resulted in a simple dismissal wi-

thout just cause. In such cases,
employers simply needed to pay
a small amount of compensation,
adding that was very easy for the
employers to omit the fact that the
dismissal took place due to the
age of the employee.

“Of course, the employer does
not say it is because of the age,
but they just give them a job that
is not suitable for the workers and
then fire them because they can-
not perform. The discrimination
is very subliminal,” Ella Lei said.

If it is easier to fire a worker
based on age, she also noted, is
even easier not to hire them for

Water tariff to be
frozen this year

HERE is no plan to

increase local water
tariffs this year, director
Susana Wong of the Water
and Marine Bureau (DSA-
MA) said yesterday on the
sidelines of a Macao Wa-
ter event.

She recalled that the
last tariff adjustment ha-
ppened in 2016. Since
then, the cost of water
supply from the main-
land has seen several
incremental increases,
with another 7% increase

this year. Currently, the
mainland charges Macau
RMB2.59 per cubic meter
of water supplied.

Wong explained that
the adjustment factor
lies mainly in the consu-
mer price index for the
three previous years. In
recent years, the local go-
vernment has used over
MOP200 million on water
bill sponsorship per year.

Nacky Kuan, execu-
tive director at Macao
Water, disclosed at the

same occasion that 2.3%
more water was supplied
during the past five mon-
ths year-on-year, with
the month of May alone
seeing a 7% year-on-year
increase. Despite this,
there is still some distan-
ce to catch up with water
usage in 2019, she added.

Commercial water
consumption has increa-
sed in the past five mon-
ths, but less water was
used in domestic con-
sumption, mainly becau-
se people have resumed
external travel. In addi-
tion, she believes that
this summer will see a 4%
to 5% increase in water
consumption year-on-
-year. AL

the same reason as they just need
to choose another candidate and
there is no justification or requi-
rement to pay compensation,
she remarked. She noted that it is
during the recruitment stage that
most such cases of discrimination
occur.

For the lawmaker, the cases
of age-based discrimination can
only be resolved or minimized
if the government implements a
series of measures directed at the
problem.

Nick Lei added that data collec-
ted among people who had lost
their jobs showed most of them

had been subjected to different
procedures but nonetheless re-
sulted in a dismissal based on age.

He also said that according to
official statistics at the end of the
first quarter of this year, a total of
11,000 workers were over 65 years
old, which led him to think that
this might soon become a severe
problem.

“People do not have the means
to retire. Many of them cannot
survive even if they stop working.
Others are actually suitable for
work. Why can'’t they?” he asked,
noting as other lawmakers did
that the government plays the
most important role in resolving
this matter.

Agreeing with Pereira Couti-
nho on the need for a supervising
entity to handle cases of discrimi-
nation was Ron Lam, who refuted
the suggestion that there were no
such cases. Rather, there was no
entity responsible for handling
those cases.

He also said that the govern-
ment could promote incentives
via social enterprises or even the
creation of special benefits for
companies to hire older workers.

Lam reminded that “Macau
does not have a legal age for
retirement and those who are
working at old age need to have a
guiding line.”

This is not the first time that
the Secretary for Economy and
Finance came under fire from
lawmakers for providing respon-
ses that they considered “too
simplistic” and “divorced from
reality,” with lawmakers often
accusing him of not ascribing
enough importance to their role
of supervision on the work of the
government.
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MEDICAL COMMISSION DISCUSSES
ADVERTISEMENTS, OUTREACH SERVICES

ANTHONY LAM

N its latest plenary meeting, the

Medical Commission discussed
short to long-term regulating and
monitoring of medical advertising
and boasted about the efficiency
of outreach medical services.

Currently, medical advertise-
ments are strictly restricted and
supervised in Macau. For exam-
ple, all materials identified by the
Health Bureau (SSM) as medical
advertisements must obtain prior
approval from the bureau before
publication.

Medical related materials are
also strictly monitored.

Certain medical professionals
have told the Times that not even
their pricing tables are allowed to
be disseminated out of their clini-
cs, for example though being ex-
pressed orally over the phone and
online.

Commission president Alvis
Lo, who is a pulmonologist at
the public hospital and the di-

TRAVEL

XINHUA

rector of the SSM, commended
the commission for its long-term
proactive investigations into the
medical advertising supervisory

scheme and for having provided
a multitude of “valuable opi-
nions, which were considered by
the Medical Activities Licensing

Thailand’s tourism sector has 'high

interest’ in Macau, local group says

ANTHONY LAM

HE head of a local tourism

group said that the tourism
industry in Thailand is very
much interested in returning to
Macau.

President of the Macau Leisu-
re Tourism Services Innovation
Association, Wong Fai, recently
travelled with the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office (MGTO)
to Thailand for a marketing and
familiarization trip.

After meeting with the tou-
rism representatives from Ma-
cau, industry representatives
from Thailand expressed clear
interest in operating tours to
Macau, Wong disclosed in an in-
terview with local media outlet
Macao Daily News following the
trip.

He also said that the Thai tou-
rism sector was mainly interes-
ted in Macau’s post-Covid hotel
accommodation and tourism
resources. Macau’s industry has
prepared new products to show-
case to their Thai counterparts.

Wong sees this as a good sce-
nario, adding that the most po-
pular tour products were largely
three to four day itineraries co-
vering Macau only.

Back in 2019, Macau was a
popular travel destination for
Thai citizens, and the country

Team of the SSM.

U Kuai Kuan, representative of
the licensing team, explained the
relevant regulatory system and

AVIATION

optimization measures in detail,
mainly with regard to the con-
tent of advertisements for medi-
cal establishments and medical
personnel that can be published,
providing examples of non-medi-
cal advertisements, online appli-
cations for medical advertising
approval, information platforms
for medical service providers and
law amendments, and others.

The participating members
put forward their opinions and
suggestions on how to determine
whether an advertisement was of
a medical nature, the supervision
of medical advertisements on so-
cial media networks, as well as the
promotion of medical services or
products by non-medical service
providers.

On outreach medical services
for residents at aged care residen-
ces, Lo said that 12,756 counts of
users were served in 2022, with
9,492 counts in specialist services
and 3,264 in general medicine.

He further underlined that
the target of the services encom-
passes three directions: servi-
cing, enabling and destressing.
The services have helped older
residents with mobility limita-
tions to access medical services,
Lo added.

AIR MACAU TO INCREASE

NUMBER OF FLIGHTS
IN ASIAN COUNTRIES
DURING SUMMER

STAFF REPORTER

Afl the summer season is
pproaching, the SAR’s
flagship airline Air Macau has
announced that it will increa-
se the number of flights during
July and August to numerous
popular travel spots across
Asia, including Taiwan, Thai-
land, Vietnam, Singapore, Ja-
pan and South Korea.

The carrier will operate one
daily flight to Seoul and Sin-
gapore, four flights per day to
Taiwan including two to Taipei
and two to Kaohsiung.

The addition also inclu-
des 13 weekly flights to Thai-
land including eight to Don
Mueang and five to Bangkok,
nine weekly flights to Japan

including four to Tokyo and
five to Osaka, as well as eight
weekly flights to Vietham with
four to Hanoi and four to Da
Nang.

Air Macau explained that
this move should provide
“greater convenience” to local
residents traveling abroad and
make access to those destina-
tions easier.

The company appears de-
termined to improve momen-
tum for the aviation industry
in Macau for summer this year,
in order to compensate for the
poor results in 2022, where Air
Macau registered a 23% de-
cline in its operating revenue
compared to 2021, dropping
from MOP1.05 billion to about
MOP812 million.

has been a main source market
for the city, according to Wong.
With the second overseas
marketing trip set for Thai-
land, Wong sees that the local

government has highlighted
Thailand as a key market. He
also recapped that after the
resumption of normal travel,
flights between Macau and
Thailand were among the first
to reopen, with steady growth
of Thai entrants in the last two
months.

He suggested the government

escalate its marketing work, es-
pecially given other travel des-
tinations opened earlier than
Macau and their marketing
campaigns commenced earlier.

On the other hand, he also
suggested that the government
extend subsidies for foreign
tourists to the end of this year,
so as to maintain the attractive-
ness of Macau as a destination.
At the same time, subsidies for
travelers entering through Hong
Kong should also be extended to
boost incentives.
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Japan earmarks $107 billion
for developing hydrogen
energy to cut emissions,
stabilize supplies

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

APAN’S government yes-

terday adopted a revision

to the country’s plans to

use more hydrogen as
fuel as part of the effort to re-
duce carbon emissions.

The plan sets an ambitious
target to increase the annual
supply by six times from the
current level to 12 million
tons by 2040. It also pledges
15 trillion yen in funding from
both private and public sour-
ces to build up hydrogen-re-
lated supply chains over the
next 15 years.

Japan’s  decarbonization
strategy centers on using so-
-called clean coal, hydrogen
and nuclear energy to brid-
ge its transition to renewable
energy. Russia’s war on Ukrai-
ne has deepened concerns
over energy security and com-
plicated that effort, but other
advanced Western nations are
pushing for faster adoption of
renewable energy, such as so-
lar, wind and geothermal.

So far, Japan is relying on
hydrogen mainly produced
using fossil fuels.

Some experts say strategies
like commercializing the use
of hydrogen and ammonia
mainly cater to big business
interests and major industries
that are heavily invested in
fossil fuel-based technologies

AP PHOTO
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SISO FROMNTIER

The Suiso Frontier, a liquefied hydrogen carrier, is berthed in Otaru, northern Japan, on April 14, 2023

and have power over the go-
vernment policies.

The revised plan prioritizes
nine strategic areas, including
development of water elec-
trolysis equipment, fuel sto-
rage batteries and large-size
tankers for transporting hy-
drogen.

“Hydrogen is an industrial
sector that can make a triple
achievement of decarboni-
zation, stable energy supply
and economic growth in one
shot,” Chief Cabinet Secretary
Hirokazu Matsuno said at the
Cabinet meeting Tuesday. “We
will promote (hydrogen) on a
large scale, both demand and
supply.”

Japan's leaders say they
want to turn the country into
a “hydrogen society,” but the
hydrogen industry is still in its
initial stages. The government
is still drafting legislation to

support building necessary in-
frastructure and supply chains
for commercial use of pure
hydrogen and ammonia, ano-
ther source of hydrogen.

At a hydrogen council mee-
ting with industrial leaders last
week, Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said Japan aims to
achieve an “ Asian zero-emis-
sion community,” contribu-
ting Japanese technology in
hydrogen, ammonia and other
decarbonization technologies.

“By setting an ambitious
goal we aim to make our plans
more predictable and encou-
rage long-term investment in
developing a large-scale hy-
drogen supply and demand,”
Kishida said.

The Cabinet also appro-
ved an annual energy report
saying that economic sanc-
tions against Russia for its war
on Ukraine have increased

long-term competition for
liquefied natural gas, forecas-
ting that shortages could per-
sist through 2025. European
demand for LNG as an alter-
native to Russian natural gas
has pushed LNG prices higher,
making it necessary to draw
up a long-term strategy for se-
curing stable energy supplies.

Japan adopted a so-called
“green transformation” plan in
February that calls for promo-
tion of next-generation solar
batteries, offshore wind power
and renewed use of nuclear
energy.

Some experts say strategies
like commercializing the use
of hydrogen and ammonia
mainly cater to big business
interests and major industries
that are heavily invested in
fossil fuel-based technologies
and have power over the go-
vernment policies. MDT/AP

AP PHOTO

DATA PRIVACY
MICROSOFT
WILL PAY $20M
TO SETTLE

U.S. CHARGES

OF ILLEGALLY
COLLECTING
CHILDREN'S DATA

ICROSOFT will pay a fine of $20

million to settle Federal Trade Commis-
sion charges that it illegally collected and re-
tained the data of children who signed up to
use its Xbox video game console.

The agency charged that Microsoft gathe-
red the data without notifying parents or ob-
taining their consent, and that it also illegally
held onto the data. Those actions violated the
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, the
FTC stated.

In a blog post, Microsoft corporate vice
president for Xbox Dave McCarthy outlined
additional steps the company is now taking
to improve its age verification systems and to
ensure that parents are involved in the crea-
tion of child accounts for the service. These
mostly concern efforts to improve age veri-
fication technology and to educate children
and parents about privacy issues.

McCarthy also said the company had
identified and fixed a technical glitch that
failed to delete child accounts in cases where
the account creation process never finished.
Microsoft policy was to hold that data no lon-
ger than 14 days in order to allow players to
pick up account creation where they left off if
they were interrupted.

The settlement must be approved by a
federal court before it can go into effect, the
FTC said. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Wynn promotes offerings in

tional channels.
Activities for

roadshow

The Venetian Macao wins Asia Pacific
award for ‘Best Integrated Resort’

within Sands Resorts Macao
also placed in the Top 10 in

tourism roadshow in Thailand

T i

As part of the "Experien-
ce Macau, Unlimited" mega
roadshow held in Bangkok,
Thailand, from June 1 to 4.

Wynn showcased nume-
rous tourism offerings and
cultural experiences using
online and offline promo-

visitors who registered to
become “"Wynn Insider”
members were organized,
with free stays at Wynn Pa-
lace or Wynn Macau to be
won, as well as dining credi-
ts or exclusive gifts.

Wynn's booth displayed
the classic gold hues and
the "Tree of Prosperity,”
which brought visitors to-
gether to take photos while
interacting with the mas-
cots, "Wing Wing" and "Lei
Lei."

Wynn also invited renow-
ned Thai media and blog-
gers to Macau a few days
before the roadshow to
promote Wynn Macau and
Wynn Palace offerings.

The Venetian Macao has
won the regional Asia Pacific
award for 'Best Integrated
Resort' at the Travel + Leisu-
re Luxury Awards Asia Pacific
2023, an awards program

that celebrates the best of
hospitality in the region. The
award ceremony was held in
Bangkok on June 5.
Inaddition, other luxury ho-
tels and integrated resorts

five categories, including The
Parisian Macao for the Inte-
grated Resorts (Asia Pacific)
category; and Conrad Macao,
Four Season Hotel Macao,
The Londoner Macao, The
Venetian Macao in the Hotels
(Macao) category.

Kris Kaminsky, senior vice
president of Hotel Opera-
tions, Sands China Ltd., said,
"We are thrilled and hono-
red to have won the regional
award, Best Integrated Re-
sort for The Venetian Macao
at the Travel + Leisure Luxury
Awards Asia Pacific 2023. We
are also elated that many of
our properties were also re-
cognized as the best in Ma-
cauinavariety of categories.”
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Senior US, Chinese diplomats
hold ‘candid’ talks to avoid
escalation of tensions

ENIOR U.S. and Chi-
nese diplomats held
“candid and producti-
ve” talks in Beijing and
agreed to keep open lines of
communication to avoid ten-
sions from spiraling into con-
flict, officials said yesterday.

Daniel Kritenbrink, assis-
tant U.S. secretary of state for
East Asian and Pacific affairs,
was the most senior U.S. offi-
cial confirmed to have visited
China on Monday since ten-
sions between Washington
and Beijing soared over the
shooting down of a Chinese
spy balloon over the U.S. in
early February.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken at the time
postponed a planned trip to
China, and Beijing has since
rebuffed attempts at official
exchanges, though two top
U.S. and Chinese defense of-
ficials briefly interacted at a
forum in Singapore over the
weekend.

China’s Foreign Ministry
said Kritenbrink and Vice
Foreign Minister Ma Zhao-
xu “had candid, constructive

HONG KONG

Gov't seeks court in

G
ONG Kong'’s government
said yesterday it is seeking

a court order to prohibit peo-

ple from broadcasting or

distributing the protest song

“Glory to Hong Kong” after it

was mistakenly played as the

city’s anthem at several inter-
national sporting events in the
past year.

In a statement, the De-
partment of Justice said it had
applied for an injunction Mon-
day to prohibit unlawful acts
relating to the song, which be-
came an unofficial anthem for
the 2019 pro-democracy pro-
tests. It is awaiting court direc-
tion and for a hearing date to
be fixed.

The government said the
lyrics of the song contain slo-
gans that have been ruled by
the court as “constituting seces-
sion” and that it is highly likely
that the song will continue to
be widely used given that it

AP PHOTO
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and fruitful communication
on promoting the improve-
ment of China-U.S. relations
and properly managing diffe-
rences.”

Beijing said it had stated its
“solemn position on Taiwan”
— a self-ruled island China
claims as its territory to be
annexed by force if necessary
— and other issues and that
the two sides had agreed to
maintain communication.

The U.S. State Department

-

)

OO
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Demonstrators sing a thee song written by protestors «Glory to Hong

LHINA

also said the two officials held
“candid and productive dis-
cussions as part of ongoing
efforts to maintain open lines
of communication and build
on recent high-level diplo-
macy between the two coun-
tries.”

The U.S. Navy on Sunday
complained about an “unsa-
fe interaction” in the Taiwan
Strait, after a Chinese warship
came within 150 yards of a
U.S. destroyer. And last mon-

Kong» at the Times Square shopping mall in Hong Kong, Sept. 12,2019

had been mistakenly played as
Hong Kong's anthem instead of
China’s national anthem, “Mar-
ch of the Volunteers.”

In 2020, the government
outlawed the protest slogan
“Liberate Hong Kong, revolu-
tion of our times” for being se-
cessionist and subversive. The
“Glory to Hong Kong” lyrics
contain parts of the slogan and
was therefore widely conside-

red to be banned.

Hong Kong wanted to prohi-
bit anyone from “broadcasting,
performing, printing, pub-
lishing, selling, offering for sale,
distributing, disseminating, dis-
playing or reproducing in any
way” the protest song, or any
adaptations of it that are subs-
tantially similar to the original in
melody and lyrics.

In particular, the injunction

th, a Chinese fighter jet flew
dangerously close to a U.S.
reconnaissance aircraft over
the South China Sea, where
Beijing shares overlapping
territorial claims with other
nations.

CIA Director William Bur-
ns last month reportedly took
a secret trip to Beijing in ano-
ther sign the two sides are
interested in restoring com-
munication through various
channels. MDT/AP

junction to ban
ory to Hong Kong' protest song

targets anyone who uses “Glory
to Hong Kong” to advocate for
the separation of Hong Kong
from China, such as inciting
others to commit secession or
sedition, as well as anyone who
uses the song to suggest that
Hong Kong is independent or
to insult the national anthem.

The injunction also seeks to
restrain those who allow others
to commit similar acts.

In a statement attached to
the injunction, the HKSAR Go-
vernment said it “respects and
values the rights and freedoms
protected by the Basic Law (in-
cluding freedom of speech),
but freedom of speech is not
absolute.”

“The application pursues
the legitimate aim of safeguar-
ding national security and is
necessary, reasonable, legiti-
mate, and consistent with the
Bill of Rights,” the statement
read. MDT/AP
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CHINESE EX-
OFFICIAL'S WIFE
SAYS ALLEGED
REPATRIATION
PRESSURE TURNED
HER LIFE IN US
‘UPSIDE-DOWN"’

former Chinese official and his wife had

eft their homeland and kept their U.S.
address private. Yet eight years later, two
strangers were banging on their New Jersey
front door and twisting the handle, the wife
testified in a U.S. court Monday.

When the men left and Liu Fang opened
the door, she found an ominous note telling
her husband that if he returned to China and
served 10 years in prison, his wife and chil-
dren would be OK.

If the lock hadn't held, “what happens if
they were able to come in?” she wondered
aloud, through a court interpreter, at the cri-
minal trial of a man who helped post the note
and two co-defendants. The co-defendants
are charged with playing other roles in an alle-
ged campaign to hound ex-official Xu Jin into
returning to China.

Prosecutors say the defendants and
others subjected the couple, their adult dau-
ghter and various relatives to a spate of intimi-
dating overtures at Beijings behest, as part of
a repatriation initiative called “Operation Fox
Hunt.”

“My life was turned upside-down, at 180
degrees, overnight,” Liu told a Brooklyn fede-
ral court jury.

The men are charged with acting as illegal
agents for China. Their lawyers say the three
thought they were helping collect a debt or do
some other task for private entities, not the
Chinese government.

China describes “Operation Fox Hunt” as
a plan to pursue and repatriate nationals Bei-
jing considers fugitives. Those on the wanted
list also include people at political or cultural
odds with China’s ruling Communist Party.

China can't legally compel suspects to re-
turn from the U.S., since the countries have
no extradition treaty. Beijing has denied is-
suing threats to induce people to return “vo-
luntarily.”

Xu, once a city official in Wuhan, and his
wife left China in 2010. Chinese officials then
issued international alerts that he was wanted
on allegations of embezzlement and bribe-
-taking and that she was also wanted for alle-
gedly accepting bribes.

Liu told jurors the government went after
her husband “because he is upright, and he
believes in justice ... and he upset those in
power.” She said she was targeted simply for
being his wife. MDT/AP

Zhu Yong, right, tries to shiéld himself from
photographers as he leaves Brooklyn Federal court,
May 31 in New York
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As India grieves train crash that killed 275,
relatives try to identify bodies of loved ones

KRUTIKA PATHI, RISHI
LEKHI & SHEIKH
SAALIQ, BHUBANESWAR

AMILIES of the
victims of India’s
deadliest train
crash in decades
filled a hospital in Bhuba-
neswar city on Monday to
try to identify the bodies
of relatives, as railway offi-
cials recommended a cri-
minal probe of the crash
that killed 275 people.

Distraught relatives of
passengers killed in the
crash Friday lined up ou-
tside the eastern city’s All
India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences. Meanwhile,
survivors being treated in
hospitals said they are still
trying to make sense of
the horrific disaster.

Outside the hospital,
two large screens cycled
through photos of the
bodies, the faces so bloo-
died and charred that they
were hardly recognizable.

Each body had a num-
ber assigned to it, and
relatives stood near the
screen and watched as the
photos changed, looking
for details like clothing for
clues.

Many of the people said
they spent days on des-
perate journeys from nei-
ghboring states, traveling
on multiple trains, buses
or rented cars to identify
and claim bodies, a pro-
cess that stretched into a
third day.

So far only 45 bodies
have been identified, and
33 have been handed over
to relatives, said Mayur
Sooryavanshi, an admi-
nistrator who was over-
seeing the identification
process at the hospital in
the capital of Odisha state,
about 200 kilometers (125
miles) south of the site of
the train crash in Balasore.

“It’s the first time I have
dealt with something like
this,” said Dr. Utkal Kesha-
ri Suna, a senior resident
at the Bhubaneshwar hos-
pital. “It’s been a very dif-
ficult experience. I am in
forensics, so I am used to
dealing with dead bodies,
but nothing like this,” he
said, standing inside the
mortuary, where the air
was thick with the smell of
the dead.

“It’s horrific. Time has
also passed, so many bo-

AP PHOTO

dies have started decom-
posing, so it's becoming
more and more difficult to
identify them,” he said.

Upendra Ram began
searching for his son, Re-
tul Ram, on Sunday after
traveling about 850 kilo-
meters (520 miles) from
neighboring Bihar state.
The day-long journey in a
rented car, which cost him
35,000 rupees ($423), was
exhausting for Ram. Retul,
17, had been on his way
to Chennai to find work,
Ram said.

After spending hours
looking at photographs
of the dead, Ram identi-
fied his son around noon
Monday.

“I just want to take the
dead body and go back
home. He was a very good
son,” said Ram, adding
that Retul had dropped
out of school to earn mo-
ney for the family.

“My wife and daughter
can’t stop crying at home.
They are asking me to
bring the body back qui-
ckly,” he said, wiping tears
from his eyes with a red
scarf he had tied around
his head.

Friday’s crash was one
of the worst rail disasters
in India’s history. Inves-
tigators said a signaling
failure might have been

the cause of the disaster,
in which a passenger train
hit a freight train, derai-
ling on the tracks before
being hit by another pas-
senger train coming in the
opposite direction on a
parallel track.

The collision invol-
ved two passenger trains,
the Coromandel Express
traveling from Howrah
in West Bengal state to
Chennai in Tamil Nadu
state, and the Yesvan-
tpur-Howrah  Superfast
Express traveling from
Bengaluru in Karnataka to
Howrah, officials said.

At least 123 trains sche-
duled to pass through
Odisha were either can-
celed or delayed after the
accident. The disruption
led air fares to Odisha to
spike, prompting India’s
civil aviation ministry to
warn airlines over pricing
surges.

Usman Ansari, who
came from Bihar to col-
lect the body of his bro-
ther-in-law, Kasim Mia,
said he spent 24 hours on
the road along with two
friends. After reaching the
site of the crash, they were
told the bodies had been
moved to Bhubaneswar.

They rented a car to
drive to the hospital, whe-
re Ansari was finally able

to identify and collect his
brother-in-law’s body.

“Kasim used to say he
wanted to do everything
for his children,” he said,
adding that compensa-
tion promised by the fe-
deral government would
help take care of the man’s
four young children.

Authorities recom-
mended on Sunday that
India’s Central Bureau of
Investigations, which pro-
bes major criminal cases,
open an investigation into
the crash.

Some train traffic was
restored Sunday evening
on the tracks where the
crash happened, after two
days of repair work in whi-
ch hundreds of workers
with excavators removed
the mangled debris of the
trains.

The crash occurred as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is focusing on the
modernization of India’s
colonial-era railroad ne-
twork. MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau
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General Surgnry : Dr. Fok Mansan, O Lal Cheuck Seen Edward,
Or. Lau Wing Kee Peter, DOr. Kwong Man

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Or. U Chong Sar

Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Or Lecng lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Sweng

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Dbstetrics & Gynaecology © Dr Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery @ Or Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine : Do Lam Kun Suan
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zhéng Ang

Cardiology : Dr. Jin Chun, Dr. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine : Dr, Mg Kam Hong, Dr, Lam Weng Chea

Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

2298 /2832 2229

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00

Website: www.peddermacau.com

Sat 10:00 - 14:00

Sun & PH closed
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UKRAINE

Collapse of major dam
triggers emergency as Moscow
and Kyiv blame each other

SUSIE BLANN, KYIV

HE wall of a major
dam in southern
Ukraine  collapsed
yesterday, triggering
floods, endangering Europe’s
largest nuclear power plant
and threatening drinking wa-
ter supplies as both sides in
the war rushed to evacuate
residents and blamed each
other for the destruction.

Ukraine accused Rus-
sian forces of blowing up the
Kakhovka dam and hydroe-
lectric power station on the
Dnieper River in an area that
Moscow controls, while Rus-
sian officials blamed Ukrai-
nian bombardment in the
contested area. It was not pos-
sible to verify the claims.

The potentially far-rea-
ching environmental and
social consequences of the
disaster quickly became clear
as homes, streets and busi-
nesses flooded downstream
and emergency crews began
evacuations; officials raced to
check cooling systems at the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant; and authorities expres-
sed concern about supplies of
drinking water to the south in
Crimea, which Russia illegally
annexed in 2014.

Both Russian and Ukrai-
nian authorities brought in
trains and buses for residents.
About 22,000 people live in
areas at risk of flooding in Rus-
sian-controlled areas, while
16,000 live in the most criti-
cal zone in Ukrainian-held
territory, according to official
tallies. Neither side reported
any deaths or injuries.

The dam break added a
stunning new dimension to
Russia’s war in Ukraine, now
in its 16th month. Ukrainian
forces were widely seen to be
moving forward with a long-
-anticipated counteroffensive
in patches along more than
1,000 kilometers of front line
in the east and south.

It was not immediately
clear whether either side be-
nefits from the damage to
the dam, since both Russian-
-controlled and Ukrainian-
-held lands are at risk. The
damage could also hinder
Ukraine’s  counteroffensive
in the south and distract its
government, while Russia de-
pends on the dam to supply

AP PHOTO

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technoloies shows a verview of

the Kakhovka dam in southern Ukraine on Monday

water to Crimea.

Patricia Lewis, director of
the International Security Pro-
gram at Chatham House think
tank in London, said appor-
tioning blame is difficult but
“there are all sorts of reasons
why Russia would do this.”

“There were reports (last
fall) of Russians having mined
the reservoir. The question we
should pose is why the Ukrai-
nians would do this to them-
selves, given this is Ukrainian
territory,” she said.

Experts have previously
said the dam was suffering
from disrepair. David Helms,
a retired American scientist
who has monitored the reser-
voir since the start of the war,
said in an e-mail that it wasn’t
clear if the damage was deli-
berate or simple neglect from
Russian forces occupying the
facility.

But Helms reserved judge-
ment, also noting a Russian
history of attacking dams.

Authorities, experts and
residents have expressed
concern for months about
water flows through — and
over — the Kakhovka dam.
After heavy rains and snow
melt last month, water levels
rose beyond normal levels,
flooding nearby villages. Sa-
tellite images showed water

washing over damaged sluice
gates.

Amid official outrage,
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said he con-
vened an urgent meeting of
the National Security Coun-
cil. He alleged Russian forces
set off a blast inside the dam
structure at 2:50 a.m. (2350
GMT Monday) and said about
80 settlements were in danger.
Zelenskyy said in October his
government had information
that Russia had mined the
dam and power plant.

But Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov called it “a de-
liberate act of sabotage by the
Ukrainian side ... aimed at
cutting water supplies to Cri-
mea.”

Both sides warned of a loo-
ming environmental disaster.
Ukraine’s Presidential Office
said some 150 metric tons of
oil escaped from the dam ma-
chinery and that another 300
metric tons could still leak out.

Andriy Yermak, the head of
Ukraine’s President’s Office,
posted a video showing swans
swimming near an adminis-
trative building in the flooded
streets of Russian-occupied
Nova Kakhovka, a city in the
Kherson region where some
45,000 people lived before the
war. Other footage he posted

showed flood waters reaching
the second floor of the buil-
ding.

Ukraine’s Interior Ministry
urged residents of 10 villages
on the Dnieper’s right bank
and parts of the city of Kher-
son downriver to gather es-
sential documents and pets,
turn off appliances, and leave,
while cautioning against pos-
sible disinformation.

The Russian-installed
mayor of occupied Nova
Kakhovka, Vladimir Leontyey,
said it was being evacuated as
water poured into the city.

Ukraine’s nuclear ope-
rator Energoatom said in a
Telegram statement that the
damage to the dam “could
have negative consequences”
for the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant, which is Europe’s
biggest, but wrote that for now
the situation is “controllable.”

The U.N.s International
Atomic Energy Agency said
in a statement there was “no
immediate risk to the safety of
the plant,” which requires wa-
ter for its cooling system.

It said that IAEA staff on site
have been told the dam level
is falling by 5 centimeters (2
inches) an hour. At that rate,
the supply from the reservoir
should last a few days, it said.

The plant also has alterna-
tive sources of water, inclu-
ding alarge cooling pond than
can provide water “for some
months,” the statement said.

Ukrainian authorities have
previously warned that the
dam’s failure could unleash
18 million cubic meters of
water and flood Kherson and
dozens of other areas where
thousands of people live.

The World Data Center for

Geoinformatics and Sustaina-
ble Development, a Ukrainian
nongovernmental organiza-
tion, estimated that nearly 100
villages and towns would be
flooded. It also reckoned that
the water level would start
dropping only after five-seven
days.
A total collapse in the dam
would wash away much of the
broad river’s left bank, accor-
ding to the Ukraine War En-
vironmental Consequences
Working Group, an organiza-
tion of environmental activis-
ts and experts documenting
the war’s environmental effec-
ts. MDT/AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in hlStOﬂ@
1981 ISRAEL BOMBS
BAGHDAD NUCLEAR REACTOR

The lsraelis have bombed a French-built nuclear
plant near Irag's capital, Baghdad, saying they be-
lieved it was designed to make nuclear weapons to
destroy Israel.

Itis the world's first air strike against a nuclear plant.

An undisclosed number of F-15 interceptors and
F-16 fighter bombers destroyed the Osirak reactor
18 miles south of Baghdad, on the orders of Prime
Minister Menachem Begin.

The army command said all the Israeli planes retur-
ned safely.

The 70-megawatt uranium-powered reactor was
near completion but had not been stocked with nu-
clear fuel so there was no danger of aleak, according
to sourcesin the French atomicindustry.

The Israeli Government explained its reasons for
the attackina statement saying: "The atomic bombs
whichthat reactor was capable of producingwhether
from enriched uranium or from plutonium, would be
of the Hiroshima size. Thus a mortal danger to the
people of Israel progressively arose."

It acted now because it believed the reactor would
be completed shortly - either at the beginning of July
orthe beginning of September 1981.

The lIsraelis criticised the French and ltalians for
supplying Irag with nuclear materials and plegded to
defend their territory at all costs.

The statement said: "We again call upon them to
desist from this horrifying, inhuman deed. Under no
circumstances will we allow an enemy to develop
weapons of mass destruction against our people.”

The attack took place on a Sunday, they said, to
prevent harming the French workers at the site who
would have taken the day off.

There have been no reported casualties.

The Osirak reactor is part of a complex that inclu-
des a second, smaller reactor - also French-built -
and a Soviet-made test reactor already in use.

Iraq denies the reactor was destined to produce
nuclear weapons.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

News of the audacious raid did not actually
emerge until 24 hours later when Israel made its
announcement. Only then did Iraq admit it had
happened and express indignation.

One of the pilots involved was llan Ramon who
trained as Israel's first astronaut but was killed in
the Columbia shuttle disaster in 2003.

Two weeks after the Osirak attack Israel admitted
it had the capability of developing its own nuclear
weapons.

Andin 1986, Mordechai Vanunu, a former nucle-
ar technician was found guilty of espionage after
he told a British newspaper, the Sunday Times,
that Israel was secretly building atomic bombs.
French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac cultivated
France's special relationship with Iraq during the
1970s to maintain an influence in a region dom-
inated by Anglo-Saxons and boost trade links
with the oil-rich nation.

He led the universal condemnation of Israel's
attack on Osirak.

Then, 22 years later - as French president - Mr
Chirac was vehemently against the USA and
Britain going to war with Irag over the issue of
weapons of mass destruction.
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INFOTAINMENT

YOUR STARS

@ Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You must get out and mingle. An
older loved one may be having
problems. Don’t let relatives stand
in the way of your personal plans.
Try not to lend or borrow money
today:.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Do not be surprised if your
partner doesn’t understand your
needs. Don’t think the worst if
you hear something negative
about your partner.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Unique forms of entertainment
could capture your attention and
bring about a romantic interest.
Try to curb your bad habits, and
compromise if your partner gives
you an ultimatum.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

You are likely to reveal information
unintentionally. ~ Youll  have
problems with authority figures if
you don’t play by the rules. Stick
to your work and avoid emotional
confrontations.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Dinner with clients or business
associates should be successtul.
Ferret out information that will hold
them responsible. You might want
to spend some time by yourself in
order to decide exactly how you feel.

@ AQUARIUS
o/ Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Strengthen your position among
your peers. Your tendency to
overreact could get you into
trouble. Remain calm and you’ll

shine. Passion should be your
goal.

ARIES

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

TAURUS

@ Apr. 20-May. 20

Don’t neglect these problems; deal
with them once and for all, then
move on to more pleasurable tasks.
Your ability to get the job done
will result in added responsibility
and possible promotion.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You can win points with children if
you take the time to show interest
in their accomplishments. Jealousy
may be a contributing factor to
your emotional ups and downs.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Entertainment could be pleasing
if it is of an energetic nature.
Avoid  purchasing  expensive
items. You should get out and
meet some of those clients that
you only speak to on the phone.

SCORPIO

CANCER

VIRGO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Keep your cash in your pocket and
offer them sound advice rather
than your financial assistance.
Your obviously unique way of
doing things has caught the eye of
someone in a higher position.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Be careful not to misplace your
wallet or belongings. You should
get into programs that will
enhance your appearance and
help you to be the best that you
can.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Make changes regarding your
status in society. Don’t settle for
less than the best. Your obviously
unique way of doing things has
caught the eye of someone in a
higher position.

CAPRICORN
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22
18
21
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16
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MAX

36
28
30
29
33
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32
29
29
30
31
29
29
31
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23
24
28
22
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CONDITION

rain
thunderstorms
cloudy
overcast
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rain

overcast
thunderstorms
rain
thunderstorms
fine

cloudy

rain

rain

cloudy
thunderstorms

cloudy
rain
overcast
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overcast

1- ___ la vista; 6- Clench; 10- Chews the fat; 14- Colorado resort; 15-

Designer Gernreich; 16- Smell ___;

; 17- Author Calvino; 18- A Baldwin brother;

19- Mudville complement; 20- Relatives; 21- Examine in detail; 24~ Insistence; 26-
Exhausts; 27- Skater Midori; 28- Viscounts' superiors; 30- Fix hose; 33- Evening party:
35- Jazz org.; 38- Nerd; 40- Lyric tribute; 41- Former Russian rulers; 43- Green or
black, e.g.; 44- Straight; 47- One way to run; 48- Pertaining to the moon; 49- Yuck!;
51- Flight of steps; 54- Gastropod mollusk; 58- Highly respected; 61- Acapulco aunt;

62- ___ want for Christmas...

; 63- Deep unconscious state; 64- Entrances; 66- Strip

ofwood; 67- Very,in Versailles; 68- Upright; 69- Biblical verb; 70- Mailed; 71- Wearies;

1- Japanesethree-lineverse; 2- Upandabout; 3- Exactly; 4- ____

Aviv; 5- Apply

chrism; 6- Sauce; 7- Dominion; 8- Roman date; 9- Visible image; 10- Sacred river of
India; 11- Met highlights; 12- African language group; 13- At quite anincline; 22- Sgts.,

e.g.; 23- Atoll unit; 25- Mozart's "__

31- Amazement; 32-

52-1cannot ___lie; 53~

65- Onassis, to pals;

kleine
Nachtmusik"; 28~ Duck with soft down; 29-
Geographical expanse; 30- Banned spray:
"Michael Collins"
actor; 34- The last Mrs. Chaplin; 35- Where
some vets served; 36- Friend in the 'hood;
37- Inquire of; 39- Brief advertisement;
42- Satirist Mort; 45- Six legged creatures;
46- Hick; 48- Female demon in Semitic
myth; 50- Ingenious article; 51- Swagger;
___once; 54- Halt,
saltl; 55- Brown-furred aquatic carnivorous
mammal; 56- One who cries "uncle"?; 57-
Bridge positions; 59- Knowledge; 60- Sign;
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Yesterday’s solution

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

It's prime time to

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @] jmlproperty

One Central
HKD 26,800/mth

3 beds 3 bath

'JI-

ﬁ{ mm

(Open ling) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
28573333
Customs 28 559 944

Commission Against

28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
50 888 88

L l'"c‘rl

"'n‘iu

Hellene Garden

HKD 11

,800/mth 3 bed 2 bath

999
Fire department 28 572 222

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28 371 333

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

Nam Long
HKD 4,680,000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
— Report 1000
Electricity — Report 28 339 922
28716 081

2 beds 1 bath
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Son Jun-ho selected for South Korean
team despite being detained in China

JOHN DUERDEN, SEOUL

HE selection of Son
Jun-ho despite his de-
tention in China took
the focus off Premier
League star Son Heung-min
for once when South Korea’s
soccer roster was unveiled.

Son Jun-ho, who plays
for Shandong Taishan and
won the 2021 Chinese cham-
pionship with the Jinan-based
club, has been held by Chine-
se authorities for almost four
weeks since he was detained
at Shanghai Airport last mon-
th.

Yet he was picked by Sou-
th Korea’s head coach Jur-
gen Klinsmann this week for
two international friendlies
against Peru and El Salvador
on June 16 and 20.

Chinese Foreign Affairs Mi-
nistry spokesman Wang Wen-
bin said Son, who represented
South Korea at the World Cup
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South Korea’s Son Jun-ho speaks during a press conference before a training

session at Al Egla Training Site 5 in Doha, Qatar, Nov. 22, 2022

last year in Qatar, was being
investigated on suspicion of
taking bribes.

Hong Kong newspaper Sou-
th China Morning Post last
month reported that the bri-
bery allegations concerned
suspected match-fixing invol-

ving coach Hao Wei.

The Korea Football Associa-
tion (KFA) said despite visi-
ts by officials to China, it has
collected little information
about the nature of the allega-
tions against the 31-year-old
midfielder.

Despite, or because of, the
lack of clarity, Klinsmann cal-
led him up for international
duty.

“We don’t know his state
of mind, we don’t know what
physical state he is in but I
think it’s important to show
Jun-ho support (so) he feels
we're right there behind him,”
Klinsmann said in Seoul on
Monday. “Obviously, we're all
shocked with the situation.
We really hope and pray that
he gets released. But it’s not in
our hands. He’s on the list in
case something happens.”

Klinsmann, the former U.S.
head coach who was appoin-
ted to the South Korean job in
February, selected the player
in his first two games in char-
ge against Colombia and Uru-
guay in March.

But with doubt over his abi-
lity to report for national team
duty, Klinsmann added that
there was scope for flexibility

with the squad.

“Our roster you see today
might not be the roster you
see next week,” he said. “It’s
an open situation.”

According to reports in
China, Son is the first foreign
player to be caught up in the
latest attempts by Beijing au-
thorities to clean up the hi-
ghest levels of Chinese soccer.

Chinese soccer has strug-
gled for years to rid itself of
a reputation for corruption
among coaches, team owners,
players, referees and govern-
ment sports officials.

Nearly a dozen high-profile
figures have been arrested on
corruption allegation s, inclu-
ding former men’s national
coach Li Tie.

Son played seven seasons
with South Korea’s Pohang
Steelers and Jeonbuk Hyundai
Motors before joining Shan-
dongTaishanin 2021 on afour-
year contract. MDT/AP
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THE ROADHOUSE MACAU

IS MACAL'S MOST POPULAR BAR FOR BLUES, BODZE AND ROCK.
COME ON DOWN AND LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL.

(a4
Ll
(7p]
@)
—
O
D)
<C
O
<
=

w
P
N
<
Q
<
>
»
2
&
<
o
Q
z
=
=
bt
#
bl
Ha
H

EIFE
b

<<5§’§Fﬁ%%>>1 6

MACAU CLOSER

4SEBHERE LIVING & ARTS MAGAZINE
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

Myanmar’s Supreme Court has agreed to hear a special
appeal of ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s bribery conviction
for allegedly receiving gold and thousands of dollars from a
former political ally, legal officials said.

Suu Kyi, 77, was arrested when the army toppled her elec-
ted government in February 2021, and was tried on a range of
charges for which she was sentenced to a total of 33 years in

prison.

Two legal officials familiar with Suu Kyi’s cases said the Su-
preme Court decided last Friday to hear the special appeal of
the corruption case, in which she was convicted of receiving

$600,000 and seven gold bars in 2017-18 from Phyo Min Thein,
the former chief minister of Yangon, the country’s biggest city.

The legal officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity,
said it has not yet scheduled a date for the appeal hearing. Her
lawyers’ initial appeal of the conviction to the Supreme Court

was rejected last November.

In April, the Supreme Court agreed to hear appeals of Suu
Kyi’s convictions in five other corruption cases, and requests
for reduced sentences in cases in which she was accused of
breaching the official secrets act and election fraud. The dates
for the hearings for those appeals have also not been set.

CHANCE TO EASE
TENSIONS SHOULD
NOT BE WASTED

The studied silence surrounding
the visit to Beijing by Daniel J. Kri-
tenbrink, US assistant secretary of
state for East Asian and Pacific af-
fairs, and Sarah Beran, White House
National Security Council’s senior
director for China affairs, points to
the sensitivity that now characteri-
zes Sino-US relations.

The visit of the senior US officials
to China is the second by members
of the Job Biden administration sin-
ce it unilaterally canceled Secretary
of State Antony Blinken’s planned
visit to Beijing in early February,
which put the brakes on the positive
momentum in bilateral interactions
generated by the talks between the
two countries’ leaders on the sideli-
nes of the G20 summit in Bali, Indo-
nesia, in November.

That Beijing gave the nod for the
visit of Kritenbrink and Beran shows
that it remains open to dialogue with
Washington. But the lower level of
the two visiting US officials shows
that both sides know there is much
groundwork to be laid if higher-level
talks are not to descend into acrimo-
nious exchanges once again.

But although the talks are at a lower
level than they would have been had
Blinken’s visit gone ahead as plan-
ned, Kritenbrink and Beran are ma-
jor contributors to policymaking in
their respective fields, suggesting
that both sides are still trying to ma-
nage their rapidly souring relations.

That being said, the visit of the two
US officials, which began on Sun-
day, provides a good opportunity for
Washington to rebuild its credibility
with Beijing. Their posts mean that
they do not have to speak to the ca-
meras, and they can listen as well as
say their piece.

With the provocations of US ba-
ttleships and warplanes becoming
increasingly frequent in the Taiwan
Strait and South China Sea, no one
would be too surprised if there was
an incident on the doorstep of Chi-
na.

It is to be hoped that the talks will
be able to help avert such an unde-
sirable scenario.

Which will not be the case if the two
visitors have come all the way just to
try and intimidate Beijing with coer-
cion, threats and ultimatums. If they
waste the opportunity of the hard-
-earned meeting in this way, it will
only worsen the situation.

If the two US officials have come
to Beijing with the willingness to
talk in good faith, they will find their
hosts willing to reciprocate. But they
should always bear in mind that no
meaningful exchanges can take pla-
ce unless the US side respects Chi-
na’s sovereignty and territorial inte-
grity and core interests.

AP PHOTO

European Commissioner for Values and Transparency Vera Jourova

KELVIN CHAN, LONDON

he European Union is

pushing online platfor-
ms like Google and Meta
to step up the fight against
false information by adding
labels to text, photos and
other content generated by
artificial intelligence, a top
official said Monday:.

EU Commission Vice
President Vera Jourova said
the ability of a new genera-
tion of Al chatbots to crea-
te complex content and
visuals in seconds raises
“fresh challenges for the fi-
ght against disinformation.”

She said she asked Goo-
gle, Meta, Microsoft, TikTok
and other tech companies
that have signed up to the
27-nation bloc’s voluntary
agreement on combating
disinformation to work to
tackle the Al problem.

Online platforms that
have integrated generative
Al into their services, such
as Microsoft's Bing search
engine and Google’s Bard
chatbot, should build sa-
feguards to prevent “mali-
cious actors” from genera-
ting disinformation, Jourova
said at a briefing in Brussels.

Companies offering ser-
vices that have the poten-
tial to spread Al-generated
disinformation should roll
out technology to “recogni-
ze such content and clearly
label this to users,” she said.

Google, Microsoft, Meta
and TikTok did not respond
immediately to requests for
comment.

Jourova said EU regula-
tions are aimed at protec-
ting free speech, but when
it comes to Al, “I don't see
any right for the machines
to have the freedom of spee-
ch”

The swift rise of genera-
tive Al technology, which
has the capability to pro-
duce human-like text, ima-
ges and video, has amazed
many and alarmed others
with its potential to trans-
form many aspects of daily
life. Europe has taken a lead
role in the global movement
to regulate artificial intelli-
gence with its Al Act, but the
legislation still needs final
approval and won't take ef-
fect for several years.

Officials in the EU, which
also is bringing in a separate
set of rules this year to safe-
guard people from harmful
online content, are worried
that they need to act faster to
keep up with the rapid deve-
lopment of generative Al

Recent examples of
debunked deepfakes in-
clude a realistic picture
of Pope Francis in a white
puffy jacket and an image
of billowing black smoke
next to a building accom-
panied with a claim that it
showed an explosion near
the Pentagon.

IS IT REAL OR MADE BY Al?
EUROPE WANTS A LABEL
FOR THAT AS IT FIGHTS
DISINFORMATION

Politicians have even
enlisted Al to warn about
its dangers. Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
used OpenAl’s ChatGPT to
craft the opening of a spee-
ch to Parliament last week,
saying it was written “with
such conviction that few of
us would believe that it was
arobot — and not a human
— behind it.”

European and U.S. of-
ficials said last week that
they’re drawing up a volun-
tary code of conduct for arti-
ficial intelligence that could
be ready within weeks as a
way to bridge the gap before
the EU’s Al rules take effect.

Similar voluntary com-
mitments in the bloc’s disin-
formation code will become
legal obligations by the end
of August under the EU’s Di-
gital Services Act, which will
force the biggest tech com-
panies to better police their
platforms to protect users
from hate speech, disinfor-
mation and other harmful
material.

Jourova said, however,
that those companies shou-
Id start labeling Al-genera-
ted content immediately.

Most digital giants are
already signed up to the EU
disinformation code, which
requires companies to mea-
sure their work on comba-
ting false information and
issue regular reports on
their progress. MDT/AP
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Sweden's defense
minister said yesterday
his country's top priority
is to gain full NATO
membership before the
allied leaders gather for
their next summit, saying
an addition will make the
trans-Atlantic alliance
even stronger. NATO
wants to bring Sweden
into the fold by the time
United States President
Joe Biden and other allied
leaders meet July 11-12
in Vilnius, Lithuania, but
Turkey and Hungary have
yet to endorse the move.
All 31 member countries
must ratify a candidate's
accession protocol for it to
jointhe alliance.
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Vatican Pope Francis
briefly went to a hospital
yesterday for tests and
returned to the Vatican,
witnesses and news
reports said, two months
after he was hospitalized
with an acute case of
bronchitis. The ANSA news
agency said Francis went
to Rome's Gemellihospital
yesterday morning for
tests. Witnesses at the
Vatican's Perugino gate,
one of the main entrances
to the city state, told The
Associated Press that
Francis returned to the
Vatican a short while later,
and greeted guards as he
usually does.

Canada Quebec is looking
internationally for support
as it struggles to battle
more than 160 forest
fires during what federal
officials say is shaping up
to be among Canada's
worst fire seasons ever.
With more than 480
wilderness firefighters

on the ground, Quebec
can fight around 30 fires,
Quebec Premier Francois
Legault told reporters
Monday, adding that
normally firefighters
would come from other
provinces to help. Last
week there were 324 fires
burning across Canada. As
of Monday morning that
had grown to 413, and by
late afternoon, the total
jumped again to 42.



