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THREE-TIME MACAU MOTORCYCLE GRAND 
PRIX WINNER PETER HICKMAN HAS FINISHED 
THIS YEAR’S EDITION OF THE TT AT THE ISLE 

OF MAN WITH ANOTHER VICTORY  P2 P4

More on backpage

Philippines’ most active 
volcano was gently spewing 
lava down its slopes 
yesterday, alerting tens of 
thousands of people they 
may have to quickly flee a 
violent and life-threatening 
explosion. More than 12,600 
people have left the mostly 
poor farming communities 
within a 6-kilometer radius 
of Mayon Volcano’s crater 
in mandatory evacuations 
since volcanic activity 
increased last week. But 
thousands more remain 
within the permanent 
danger zone below Mayon, 
an area long declared off-
limits to people but where 
generations have lived and 
farmed because they have 
nowhere else to go. More on p7

India and Pakistan braced 
for the first severe cyclone 
this year expected to hit 
their coastal regions later 
this week, as authorities 
yesterday halted fishing 
activities and deployed 
rescue personnel. From 
the Arabian Sea, Cyclone 
Biparjoy is aiming at 
Pakistan’s Sindh province and 
the coastline of the western 
Indian state of Gujarat. It is 
forecast to make landfall on 
Thursday and could reach 
maximum wind speeds of 
up to 200 kph, according to 
the Pakistan Meteorological 
Department.

New Zealand The head 
of the public radio station 
apologized yesterday for 
publishing “pro-Kremlin 
garbage” on its website after 
more than a dozen wire 
stories on the Ukraine war 
were found to have been 
altered. Most of the stories, 
which date back more than 
a year, were written by the 
Reuters news agency and 
were changed at Radio 
New Zealand to include 
Russian propaganda. A digital 
journalist from RNZ has been 
placed on leave pending the 
result of an employment 
investigation.
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MDT INTERVIEW
Aviation liberalization 

‘to facilitate the role of 
the big-six’: Amy So
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F&B sector happy with IAM’s new 
measures to ensure food safety good 
practices, including the introduction 

of the ‘secret customer’ system
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Aviation liberalization ‘to provide more 
options, facilitate the role of the big-six’

INSURANCE

British-based Prudential to start with 
health products as branch opens in Macau
ANTHONY LAM

AN insurance agency 
incorporated in En-

gland 175 years ago said it 
would focus on healthca-
re-related products amid 
the early phase of its offi-
cial debut in Macau.

British-based Pruden-
tial PLC opened its Macau 
branch yesterday mor-
ning.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, Chris Ma, ge-
neral manager of Pruden-
tial Hong Kong Limited 
(Macau Branch), said that 
there is a growing demand 
for private medical care 

in Macau and the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA).

When combined with 
the Macau government’s 
proactive development of 
the Comprehensive Heal-
th Industry and Modern 
Finance Industry, a real 
opportunity and perfect 
environment for Pruden-
tial’s entry to the Macau 
market has emerged, the 
executive underlined.

“We are committed to 
developing local skills and 
talent as we aim to be a 
positive influence contri-
buting to the development 
of the Macau economy,” 
added Ma. 

On the sidelines of the 
opening ceremony, Ma 
pledged that the insurer 
will not engage in destruc-
tive competition in Macau. 
Expressing his confidence 
in his company’s produc-
ts, he believes that clients 
in Macau will gradually be 
attracted to the insurer.

In contrast to many in-
coming businesses that 
see Macau as a sprin-
gboard for the mainland 
Chinese market, Ma said 
that Prudential would – at 
least during the early pha-
se of local operations – fo-
cus on serving the people 
of Macau.

By leveraging its nearly 
60 years of experience in 
Hong Kong offering heal-
thcare insurance produc-
ts, the insurer is confident 
that its similar products 
will be appealing to the 
Macau market as well.

Commenting on the 
branch opening, Anil Wa-
dhwani, CEO of the in-
surer, said, “Prudential is 
here to become a trusted 
partner to our customers 
- using our global experti-
se and pioneering spirit to 
offer products and servi-
ces locally that enrich lives 
and help customers secure 
their financial future.”

RENATO MARQUES

THE government officially an-
nounced late last week the 

draft law that will establish the 
new regime for the operation of 
the civil aviation market, in a de-
cisive step to liberalize Macau’s 
aviation sector and end Air Ma-
cau’s monopoly as Macau’s only 
flag carrier.

To better understand the im-
pacts and opportunities that 
such a new regime, based on the 
issuance of licenses instead of a 
concession, can bring to the hos-
pitality and tourism sector, the 
Times interviewed the president 
of the Macao Tourism and Hospi-
tality Association, Dr. Amy So on 
the topic.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) - 
What are the perceived impacts 
and opportunities [of the ope-
ning of the local aviation market] 
for the local tourism operators?

Dr. Amy So, President of the 
Macao Tourism and Hospitality 
Association (MacTHA) - The ope-
ning of the air transport market in 
Macau is expected to have a posi-

tive impact on the local tourism 
industry and create opportunities 
for tourism operators. 

With the possibility of more 
airlines operating on Macau rou-
tes, it could attract more visitors 
to the city, which is in line with the 
economic policy of diversifying 
visitors and attracting internatio-
nal visitors. 

This development supports 
the “1+4 strategy” by bringing in-
ternational visitors to Macau and 
to the in-depth cooperation zone, 
which [will] create new opportu-
nities for the tourism industry. 

Additionally, the increased 
competition in the air transport 
market will provide Macau resi-
dents with more choices and con-

venience when traveling abroad, 
which is a significant benefit for 
locals [too]. 

Overall, the opening of the air 
transport market is expected to 
create new opportunities for the 
tourism industry and enhance the 
convenience of travel for both lo-
cals and visitors.

MDT – Do you perceive this 
opening to take effect this year?

MacTHA - The timing of the 
opening of the air transport 
market in Macau will depend on 
how quickly the necessary legis-
lation and approval procedures 
can be processed. While it may be 
a bit tight to finish it within this 
year, the development is a posi-
tive step towards liberalizing the 
market and promoting increased 
competition.

MDT – How do you see this bid 
in terms of the creation of more 
opportunities for the influx of 
non-domestic visitors?

MacTHA - The opening of the 
air transport market in Macau is 
expected to create more oppor-
tunities for non-domestic visitors 

to visit Macau. Improved trans-
portation options such as direct 
or non-stop flights [could] signifi-
cantly impact attracting visitors to 
Macau, which is likely to benefit 
the tourism industry and the local 
economy as a whole.

The increased competition in 
the air transport market could 
lead to lower airfares, improved 
services, and more job opportu-
nities. This, in turn, [would] create 
a more favorable environment for 
tourism operators.

MDT - Will this be a facilita-
ting factor of the role attributed 
to the six gaming concessionai-
res to attract foreign visitors?

MacTHA - Yes, the opening of 
the air transport market is expec-
ted to facilitate the role of the six 
gaming concessionaires in attrac-
ting foreign visitors. 

The increased competition in 
the air transport market will pro-
vide more options for travelers, 
making it easier for them to visit 
Macau. This could potentially 
result in increased business and 
revenue for tourism operators, as 
well as casino operators.

Q&A DR. AMY SO
PRESIDENT OF THE MACAO TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION

WE CORRECT
Due to an unfortunate technical error, Ma-

cau Daily Times yesterday erroneously pub-
lished the name of  the current Consul Gene-
ral of  Portugal, Alexandre Leitão, in a caption 
of  a photo illustrating a piece about the Day 
of  Portugal reception, last Saturday. The per-
sonalities in the said picture – republished be-
low – are, from left to right, Chief  Executive 
Ho Iat Seng, Portuguese Secretary of  State 
André Moz Caldas, Commissioner of  Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Liu Xianfa, and Consul Ge-
neral Alexandre Leitão. We present our since-
re apologies to Mr. Leitão and to our readers 
for the mistake. PC
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Police remind 
people of 
cyber scams

The Judiciary Police are 
reminding members of the 
public to be constantly vigilant 
against fraudulent lucky draw 
winner announcements. People 
are strongly advised to keep 
their credit card or bank details, 
as well as one-time passwords, 
secure. The police disclosed that 
recently, a multitude of similar 
reports of such scams have been 
received. Victims were contacted 
by their friends over instant 
messenger and asked for their 
phone numbers to participate 
in lucky draws. Afterwards, 
they were asked to surrender 
their credit card details and a 
subsequent one-time password. 
They then would discover that 
they were locked out of their 
social media accounts, and 
that their credit cards had been 
charged.

Outer Harbour-HK 
ferry services to 
be halted again 
by bridge works

Due to the construction 
of the Fourth Macau-Taipa 
Bridge, TurboJET will need 
to suspend ferry services 
between Outer Harbour and 
Hong Kong on Jun. 15. The 
ferry operator has arranged a 
special schedule to divert all 
the affected sailings to Taipa 
Ferry Terminal for embarkation 
and disembarkation, with an 
exception for the Hong Kong-
Outer Harbour sailing at 11:30 
pm. Services between Macau 
and Shekou will be cancelled 
on the day. In addition, Jun. 14 
sailings departing from Hong 
Kong to Outer Harbour at 5 pm 
and 11:30 pm, as well as Jun. 16 
sailings from Outer Harbour to 
Hong Kong at 8:30 pm will be 
cancelled.

Health chief 
attends organ 
transplantation 
forum in Shanghai

Health Bureau director Alvis 
Lo attended and spoke at an 
organ transplantation forum in 
Shanghai. He said that the local 
government has always attached 
great importance to and been 
committed to promoting 
the development of organ 
donation and transplantation 
in Macau, and continuously 
improved the relevant laws 
and regulations, systems and 
mechanisms, personnel training, 
and technology development 
related to organ donation and 
transplantation. In addition, in 
June 2016, an organ transplant 
working group was established 
to coordinate the related work. 
With the support of the state 
and Guangdong Province, Macau 
completed the first living donor 
kidney transplant operation in 
November of the same year.

FOOD SAFETY

Industry happy with IAM’s new 
measures to ensure good practices

ENVIRONMENT 

Lawmaker calls on gov’t to 
clarify recycling processing 
THERE is a need for 

the government to 
pinpoint a land plot to lo-
calize recyclable proces-
sing, lawmaker Ron Lam 
suggested in his latest 
written enquiry.

The lawmaker also ho-
pes for the introduction 
of a ‘polluter pays princi-
ple’, so as to foster waste 
reduction at source, and 
facilitate the fulfilment of 
counter-pollution politi-

cal promises.
Lam recapped that 

in the Policy Address for 
2019, the government 
promised to separate 
15,000 square meters of 
land from the construc-
tion waste landfill for 
pre-export processing of 
paper, PVC plastic and 
metal. The rights to use 
the land were to be auc-
tioned.

Furthermore, in the 

same Policy Address, 
it was stated that a 
30,000-square-meter 
land plot would be desig-
nated for kitchen waste 
processing facilities that 
could handle at least 50% 
of the city’s daily kitchen 
waste generation.

Moreover, in the poli-
cy implementation con-
ditions for 2018 of the 
Transport and Public 
Works sector, there were 

plans that from 2023 to 
2026, pre-export facilities 
that handle gadgets, glass 
bottles and other recycla-
bles, as well as for a ship 
dock servicing recycla-
bles would be construc-
ted.

Despite the bold plans, 
the lawmaker pointed out 
that only the kitchen was-
te facilities had entered 
the planning phase. The-
re have been no updates 
on the other plans, such 
as the 15,000-square-me-
ter land plot for pre-ex-
port processing.

In support of his re-
commendation, the 
lawmaker highlighted 
that many jurisdictions, 
including mainland Chi-

na, have or are contem-
plating changing laws 
to bar imports of waste 
products and recyclables. 
Specifically, he pointed 
out that in 2021, mainland 
China stopped permitting 
imports of solid waste. 
Moreover, pursuant to the 
Basel Convention, cross-
-jurisdictional relocation 
of waste has become in-
creasingly difficult.

In 2022, the city has an 
average daily waste pro-
duction surpassing Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, Beijing, 
Guangzhou and Shan-
ghai, according to the 
lawmaker, despite greatly 
reduced tourism activities 
in light of Covid-19 border 
restrictions. AL

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Food and Beverage 
(F&B) industry is happy 
with the new measures 
launched by the Muni-

cipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) which 
aim to ensure that establish-
ments enforce good food safety 
practices systematically, said a 
representative from the sector 
interviewed by the media on 
the sidelines of the 2023 World 
Food Safety Day and Food Safety 
Industry Exchange Conference 
event, held yesterday at the Ma-
cau Tower.

Questioned by the media on 
the topic, Wu Tat Chong, repre-
senting the Industry and Com-
merce Association of Macau 
ZAPE, said that the idea of ha-
ving a “secret customer” system, 
in which unidentified inspectors 
from IAM will visit stores regu-
larly as a consumer to report 
on the practices of handling 
the food and beverage items, is 
“good for the industry,” he said, 
noting that “with a good reputa-
tion comes more business.”

Wu also noted that the indus-
try has been paying a lot more 
attention to matters related to 
food safety especially since the 
Covid-19 pandemic, adding that 
several good practices regarding 
cleanliness and disinfection 
have persisted after the pande-
mic, improving the image of the 
establishments.

Questioned also on the prac-
tice of the broad disclosure of 
the name of the food establish-
ments involved in cases of food 
poisoning, the same representa-
tive said that it would potentially 
contribute to extra care regar-

ding food safety practices.
Another representative of the 

industry, Lam Wai Ong, the head 
of the Macau Bakery, Food and 
Souvenir Business Association 
(Ou Mun Peng Sek Sao Son Ip 
Seong Wui) said that there are se-
veral practices currently in force 
that must be addressed, noting 
as an example the use of scissors 
holding pieces of jerky and other 
dried meat items being very po-
pular at tourist landmarks. Lam 
said that this practice is dange-
rous and may cause severe harm 
to people, especially when the 
streets are crowded. He sugges-
ted the industry enforce cleaner 
and more appropriate practices 
including sample size packaging 
distribution of the products, ins-

tead of the current practice in 
which sellers just take samples 
from the items on display for 
sale.

During the seminar session 
held earlier on the current si-
tuation of the F&B industry in 
Macau, a representative from 
the IAM’s Department of Food 
Safety, Lei Sok In, noted that in 
Macau there are currently 8,096 
F&B-related licensed stores and 
venues. This includes not only 
F&B establishments but also 
food processing venues (276) 
and other food retailers (988), 
which includes supermarkets, 
fruit stalls, convenience stores, 
and wholesale venues.

Lei also noted that the current 
number of take-away establish-

ments (including bakeries, sushi 
shops, snack shops, and Char 
Siu meats stalls) have reached a 
total of 3,625.

The seminar and sharing ses-
sions included over 150 repre-
sentatives of the sector.

In the opening speech, O 
Lam, vice president of the IAM, 
highlighted the end of the pan-
demic and the return of visitors 
to Macau as a turning point for 
the industry that has been stru-
ggling over the pandemic times. 
She noted further that now that 
tourists are back in large scale it 
is necessary to pay “special at-
tention” to food safety, and that 
the Bureau will continue to work 
to guarantee the good name of 
Macau as a “gourmet capital.”
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Agent boasts YOHO Resorts World 
Shopping Center popularity for tenants

HERITAGE

Group sees overall 
development of Coloane 
shipyard necessary

MOTOR SPORT
Macau’s three-time winner 
rounds up TT with four wins 
and record-breaking lap

THE neighborhood and 
auxiliary facilities of the 

Coloane shipyard should be 
developed in a supplemen-
tary fashion, the head of a 
local group and lawmaker 
has told a local newspaper.

This kind of develop-
ment will help attract peo-
ple residing in Coloane and 
other districts in Macau 
to visit the recently refur-
bished location, Nick Lei, 
executive director of Macau 
United Citizens Association 
and lawmaker, said in an 
interview with local media 
outlet Macao Daily News.

He believes that his sug-
gestions will help improve 
visitors’ experience at the 
location, which will even-
tually promote better local 
locations with historic and 
cultural values as commu-
nity resources. Ultimately, 
it will empower the im-
plementation of the “1+4” 
development strategy, he 
added.

It has been proposed by 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) that special markets 
would be held at the Coloa-
ne shipyard on weekends 
from the end of June.

RENATO MARQUES

THE three-time Ma-
cau Motorcycle 

Grand Prix winner (2015, 
2016, and 2018) Peter Hi-
ckman has finished this 
year’s edition of the TT 
at the Isle of Man with 
yet another victory in the 
last race of the program, 
the Senior TT Race.

Hickman’s outstan-
ding performance at 
this year’s edition gran-
ted the Englishman four 
wins and three runner-
-up finishes. He also 
smashed the all-time lap 
record for the mountain 
circuit with an average 
speed of 136.358mph 
(219.447km/h) on the 
way to his 11th career TT 
win in Friday’s (June 9) 
Superstock Race 2.

At the controls of his 
FHO Racing BMW, Hi-
ckman smashed the 
previous lap record, re-
corded in 2018 with a Su-
perbike machine, in the 
Senior TT race.

The achievement also 
gave the team principal, 
Faye Ho (granddaughter 
of late Macau gaming ty-
coon Stanley Ho) a new 
tattoo, allegedly a bet be-

Despite supporting the 
proposal, Lei additionally 
suggests that IC install su-
fficient cooling equipment 
at the location to cope with 
the intensifying heat as 
summer approaches. Fur-
thermore, as summer also 
means irregular and some-
times heavy rainfalls, con-
tingencies must be made in 
case there are strong winds 
and heavy rainfall.

He pointed out that 
should weather prepara-
tions be inadequate, people 
will feel less keen to visit the 
location, which in the end 
will discourage stall tenants 
from operating there.

tween Ho and her team 
rider Hickman.

In total, Hickman has 
raised his TT accolades 
this year to 13 wins, sco-
ring first positions in the 
Senior TT Race, Super-
twin TT Race 2, and Su-
perstock TT Races 1 and 2.

The last win by Hi-
ckman in the Senior TT 
Race also robbed his 
most challenging con-
tender this year, TT le-
gend Michael Dunlop, of 
his 26th win in the event.

Hickman and Dunlop 
have engaged in the most 

In addition, pedestrian 
facilities from the location 
to the closest parking lots 
should also be refined. Lei 
even suggested that shutt-
le bus services be provided 
during market periods to 
move people between the 
location and parking lots.

Another tactic to draw 
people to the location is the 
resumption of the intra-ci-
ty marine tour from A-Ma 
Temple to Coloane Pier and 
back. The pier is a stone’s 
throw away from the shi-
pyard, which Lei considers 
very appealing to visitors 
setting off from Macau Pe-
ninsula. AL

impressive battles over 
this year’s event, with 
Dunlop also winning 
four of the racing events.

Another prominent 
racer was Dean Harrison, 
a well-known face from 
Macau since 2013, al-
though as yet he has not 
won the local race.

Although it is not yet 
officially confirmed, it is 
expected that Hickman 
will once again compete 
in the local race in No-
vember in a serious at-
tempt to extend his acco-
lades in Macau.

ANTHONY LAM

THE leasing agent for the 
YOHO Resorts World project 

disclosed yesterday that the retail 
spaces are popular among busi-
ness operators, with 80% retail 
floor space leased as of yesterday.

There are numerous interna-
tional brands among the renters, 
JLL, the exclusive leasing and 
market management agent for 
the project, underlined in a sta-
tement. The agent interprets it as 
“signaling the gradual recovery of 
retailers’ confidence in Macau’s 
consumer market.”

The realty agent further pro-
claimed the revival of Macau, 
despite the fact that local enter-
prises – especially small and me-
dium enterprises that account for 
99% of the city’s businesses – have 
been plagued by plunging reve-
nues, due to people being driven 
northward by the Northbound 

Travel for Macau Vehicles sche-
me.

Citing visitor arrival and gam-
bling revenue data from the Sta-
tistics and Census Service of Ma-

cau, JLL asserted that Macau’s 
tourism and gambling industry 
is seeing a rebound, in line with 
“the unprecedented speed of re-
covery of Macau’s retail market.”

In a prior press briefing, the 
international realty agent an-
nounced that the future proper-
ty will house Galeries Lafayette, 
a French premium department 

store with a 128-year history 
and 65 locations worldwide; 
UFC Gym, a high-end fitness 
center; POP MART, a leading 
lifestyle toy retailer; Under Ar-
mour, a leading sports brand; 
Beebeeland, a large-scale game 
entertainment center; and Five 
Guys, a world-famous burger 
brand.

“Currently, the occupancy 
rate of the project has exceeded 
80%, and there are plenty of lea-
se requests, far exceeding the 
remaining floor space. Many of 
the retailers interested in lea-
sing the mall are well-known 
international fashion, jewelry 
and watch brands,” Oliver Tong, 
general manager of JLL in Ma-
cau and Zhuhai, said. “With the 
peak of new supply of large-sca-
le shopping malls in Macau now 
over, shop rents are expected to 
rebound by the end of this year 
as new floor space is absorbed.”

Peter Hickman
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China takes multi-pronged 
measures to ensure summer harvest

BANKING

UBS completes takeover of 
Credit Suisse in deal meant to 
stem global financial turmoil
UBS said yesterday that 

it has completed its 
takeover of embattled rival 
Credit Suisse, nearly three 
months after the Swiss go-
vernment hastily arranged a 
rescue deal to combine the 
country’s two largest banks 
in a bid to safeguard Swit-
zerland’s reputation as a 
global financial center and 
choke off market turmoil.

A statement from the 
bank said that “UBS has 
completed the acquisi-
tion of Credit Suisse to-
day, crossing an important 
milestone.”

UBS had said last week 
that it expected to comple-
te the acquisition worth 3 
billion Swiss francs ($3.3 
billion) as early as Monday 
— which will be the last 
trading day for Credit Suis-
se shares on the Swiss sto-
ck exchange. Credit Suisse 
will also no longer be tra-

ded on the New York Stock 
Exchange.

It’s a pivotal moment 
for the two Zurich-based 
rivals, whose combination 
has raised concerns about 
thousands of expected job 
losses, drawn rebukes and 
lawsuits over the terms of 
the deal, and stirred fears 
about the impact of crea-
ting a Swiss megabank that 

would be too big to fail.
The Swiss government 

orchestrated the rescue 
of Credit Suisse over a 
weekend in March after the 
lender’s stock plunged and 
customers quickly pulled 
out their money, fearing its 
collapse could further roil 
global financial markets in 
the wake of the failure of 
two U.S. banks. MDT/AP

XINHUA FOCUS

C
HINA is making mul-
ti-pronged efforts to 
reap a bumper harvest 
this summer, thereby 

safeguarding the country’s grain 
security, despite adverse meteo-
rological conditions.

   Traditionally, the summer 
harvest spans from May to late 
June in China every year, with 
most of the work focused on rea-
ping winter wheat, a staple grain 
crop. The grain output for the 
period makes up about a quarter 
of the annual total.

   As of Sunday, the harvested 
area of winter wheat had excee-
ded 239 million mu (about 15.93 
million hectares), completing 
over 75% of the annual workload 
for the summer harvest.

   Central China’s Henan Pro-
vince, one of the country’s main 
breadbasket provinces, has ba-
sically completed all of its tasks 
for the winter wheat harvest. To 
reduce the impact of continuous 
rainy weather, the province has 
conducted the summer harvest 

at full throttle.
   At a farmers’ cooperative in 

Minquan County, 16 combine 
harvesters operated round the 
clock to enhance efficiency. The 
county also put 18 grain dryers 
into use and sent technicians 
to provide guidance, as part of 

efforts to improve the quality of 
the grain crop.

   To minimize grain losses 
due to rainfall, the agricultural 
bureau of east China’s Anhui 
Province has introduced addi-
tional agricultural machinery 
from neighboring provinces, in-

cluding Shandong, Jiangsu and 
Henan, thereby speeding up the 
harvest.

   Wu Tianchang, an operator 
of agricultural machinery, said 
the trucks were allowed to drive 
toll-free on expressways during 
the summer harvest period, whi-

le service stations were provided 
at each of the locations he had 
been to.

   Since late-May, China CO-
-OP Group has coordinated over 
1,300 personnel and about 400 
agricultural machines to ensure 
the smooth running of the har-
vesting, sowing and field mana-
gement in various regions.

   Meteorological bureaus have 
also participated in supporting 
the summer harvest. The clima-
te center of east China’s Shan-
dong Province has released a 
special report to guide farmers 
in ensuring work is completed 
on time.

   To ensure the income of 
rural residents amid prolonged 
rainy days, China has stepped 
up financial aid to assist with the 
summer harvest.

   On June 3, the country ear-
marked 200 million yuan (about 
$28 million) of disaster relief 
funds to support Henan Provin-
ce in harvesting in rain-hit wheat 
fields and drying wet grain.

   The Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank of China has issued 
110 billion yuan of credit to su-
pport the purchase of summer 
grain.

   Agricultural production 
needs to surmount various di-
fficulties, said an official with 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs, calling for prepara-
tions to deal with risks and make 
improvements in disaster pre-
vention and reduction. XINHUA
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US decides to rejoin UNESCO and pay 
back dues, to counter Chinese influence

ECONOMY

After good first quarter, China struggles with weaker recovery
SALES of Yizhuan Auto-

mobile Co.’s trash trucks 
picked up after China en-
ded anti-virus controls in 
December, but their growth 
is in low gear as managers 
struggle to rebuild business 
lost during the pandemic.

China’s economy re-
bounded at the start of 
2023, but after a good first 
quarter, factory output and 
consumer spending are 
weakening. An official sur-
vey in April found a record 1 
in 5 young workers in cities 
were unemployed.

Yizhuan’s sales are up 
only by single-digit per-
centages from last year’s 
depressed level, according 
to its deputy general mana-
ger, Yu Xiongli. The 300-em-

ployee company is in Hubei 
province, where the first 
coronavirus cases were de-
tected in late 2019.

“It is still in the process of 
recovering,” Yu said. “Grow-
th is quite slow.”

China’s economic grow-
th accelerated to 4.5% over 
a year earlier in the three 
months ending in March 
from the previous quarter’s 
2.9%, but forecasters say 
the peak of that recovery 
might already be past.

Growth would need to 
pick up further to reach the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
target of “around 5%” for 
the year.

“For now, the ongoing 
momentum seems not that 
promising,” said UBS eco-

nomist Zhang Ning.
The economy needs a 

“domestic demand rebou-
nd” with government su-
pport to boost confidence 
for businesses and consu-
mers, Zhang said.

The end of restrictions 
that isolated cities for 
weeks at a time and blo-
cked most international 
travel prompted hopes for a 
consumer boom. But retail 
sales are weak. Shoppers 
are uneasy about the eco-
nomic outlook and possible 
job losses and are reluctant 
to commit to big purchases.

Retail sales in April sur-
ged 18.4% over last year’s la-
ckluster level, but that was 
barely half the growth of up 
to 35% called for by priva-

te sector forecasts. Factory 
output fell 0.5% compared 
with March and investment 
growth slowed.

“I have misgivings about 
spending money,” said 
Xue Liang, who works in 
information technology 
in Beijing. “COVID-19 and 
changes in the internatio-
nal situation have made us 
worry a lot.”

Manufacturing contrac-
ted faster in May, according 
to a survey by the national 
statistics agency and an in-
dustry group. New orders 
and export orders declined.

Exports in May tumbled 
7.5% from a year ago after 
global consumer demand 
was depressed by interest 
rate hikes by the Federal Re-

serve and central banks in 
Europe and Asia to cool in-
flation. Exports to the Uni-
ted States plunged 18.2%.

That is a challenge for 
automakers and other ma-
nufacturers that are trying 
to make up for weak de-
mand at home by selling 
more abroad.

Tenglong Automobile 
Co., which makes electric 
buses in the southwestern 
city of Xiangyang, sent sa-
lespeople to Russia, South 
Korea and Southeast Asia 
as soon as travel controls 
ended to try to revive orders 
after a three-year gap.

“Last year, our foreign 
customers basically didn’t 
come,” said Tenglong’s 
deputy general manager, 

Zhou Shengming. “But this 
year, we already have had 
several batches. In May, we 
had three.”

Yizhuan in Shiyan, whi-
ch also sells sanitation, car-
go and dump trucks to city 
governments and construc-
tion companies, says it ex-
ports vehicles worth about 
$20 million a year to Russia 
and Southeast Asia.

Li Yichun, who runs a 
bodyguard business in Bei-
jing, said his customers are 
less willing to spend.

“It can be seen from my 
business that the economy 
is not recovering very well,” 
Li said. “A lot of clients who 
are bosses are not inten-
ding to spend on hiring as 
they did before.” MDT/AP

ANGELA CHARLTON, PARIS

U
.N. cultural and scien-
tific agency UNESCO 
announced yesterday 
that the United States 

plans to rejoin — and pay more 
than $600 million in back dues 
— after a decade-long dispu-
te sparked by the organization’s 
move to include Palestine as a 
member.

U.S. officials say the decision 
to return was motivated by con-
cern that China is filling the gap 
left by the U.S. in UNESCO poli-
cymaking, notably in setting stan-
dards for artificial intelligence and 
technology education around the 
world.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
for Management and Resources 
Richard Verma submitted a letter 
last week to UNESCO Director 
General Audrey Azoulay formali-
zing the plan to rejoin.

Applause rang out in the so-
lemn UNESCO auditorium as 
Azoulay announced the plan to 
ambassadors at a special meeting 
yesterday, and delegate after de-
legate stood up to welcome the 
news — and the new influx of mo-
ney.

The return of the U.S., once the 
agency’s biggest funder, is expec-
ted to face a vote by its 193 mem-
ber states next month, according 
to a UNESCO diplomat.

The decision is a big financial 
boost to the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, known for its World 
Heritage program as well as pro-
jects to fight climate change and 
teach girls to read.

The U.S. and Israel stopped 
funding UNESCO after it voted 
to include Palestine as a member 
state in 2011, and both countries 
lost their voting rights in 2013. The 
Trump administration decided in 
2017 to withdraw from the agency 
altogether the following year, ci-
ting anti-Israel bias and manage-
ment problems.

In his letter last week, Verma 
noted efforts by UNESCO toward 

management reform, and “de-
creasing politicized debate, es-
pecially on Middle East issues.” 
A delegation from Washington 
came to Paris last week to hand-
-deliver the letter, obtained by the 
AP.

Since her election in 2017, 
Azoulay has worked to address 
the reasons the U.S. left, through 
budget reforms and building con-
sensus among Jordanian, Palesti-
nian and Israeli diplomats around 
sensitive UNESCO resolutions.

The U.S. decision to come back 
“is the result of five years of work, 

during which we calmed ten-
sions, notably on the Middle East, 
improved our response to con-
temporary challenges, resumed 
major initiatives on the ground 
and modernized the functioning 
of the organization,” Azoulay told 
The Associated Press.

She met with Democrats and 
Republicans in Washington to 
explain those efforts, according 
to a UNESCO diplomat. Thanks 
to those bipartisan negotiations, 
UNESCO diplomats expressed 
confidence that the U.S. decision 
to return is for the long term, re-
gardless of who wins next year’s 
presidential election.

The diplomats were not au-
thorized to be publicly named 
discussing the behind-the-scenes 
work that led to the U.S. decision.

Under the plan, the U.S. gover-
nment would pay its 2023 dues 
plus $10 million in bonus con-
tributions this year earmarked 
for Holocaust education, preser-
ving cultural heritage in Ukraine, 
journalist safety, and science and 
technology education in Africa, 
Verma’s letter says.

The Biden administration has 
already requested $150 million 
for the 2024 budget to go toward 
UNESCO dues and arrears. The 
plan foresees similar requests for 
the ensuing years until the full 
debt of $619 million is paid off.

That makes up a big chunk of 
UNESCO’s $534 million annual 
operating budget. Before leaving, 
the U.S. contributed 22% of the 

agency’s overall funding.
Undersecretary of State for 

Management John Bass said in 
March that the U.S. absence from 
UNESCO has strengthened Chi-
na, and ‘’undercuts our ability to 
be as effective in promoting our 
vision of a free world.”

He said UNESCO is key in se-
tting and shaping standards for 
technology and science teaching 
around the world, “so if we’re 
really serious about the digital-a-
ge competition with China … we 
can’t afford to be absent any lon-
ger.”

The U.S. absence plunged the 
agency into financial uncertain-
ty. UNESCO diplomats described 
belt-squeezing across agency 
programs and aggressive efforts 
by Azoulay to boost voluntary fi-
nancing from other countries to 
fill gaps.

One diplomat expressed hope 
that the return of the U.S. wou-
ld bring “more ambition, and 
more serenity” — and energize 
programs to regulate artificial in-
telligence, educate girls in Afgha-
nistan and chronicle victims of 
slavery in the Caribbean.

The diplomat said that the 
agency would also “welcome” Is-
rael back if it wanted to rejoin.

The United States previously 
pulled out of UNESCO under the 
Reagan administration in 1984 
because it viewed the agency as 
mismanaged, corrupt and used to 
advance Soviet interests. It rejoi-
ned in 2003. MDT/AP
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Mayon Volcano spews lava in gentle 
eruption, thousands warned to be ready 

AUSTRALIA

Driver charged after bus carrying wedding 
guests in rolls over, killing 10 and injuring 25
THE driver of a bus was 

charged yesterday after 
the vehicle carrying wed-
ding guests rolled over on 
a foggy night in Australia’s 
wine country, killing 10 
people and injuring 25 in 
the nation’s most deadly 
road accident in almost 30 
years, police said.

Brett Button has been 
in custody since the acci-
dent Sunday night and will 
appear in court on Tues-
day on multiple charges of 
dangerous and negligent 
driving, a police statement 
said.

It was Australia’s most 
deadly road accident since 

1994, when a bus skidded 
on its side across a highway 
and down a steep embank-

ment in Brisbane, killing 12 
people and injuring 38.

Sunday’s crash happe-

ned just after 11:30 p.m. in 
foggy conditions at a rou-
ndabout on Wine Country 
Drive in the town of Greta 
in the Hunter Valley region 
of New South Wales state 
north of Sydney.

The guests had attended 
a wedding at the Wandin 
Estate Winery and were 
heading to their accom-
modations in the town of 
Singleton, Chapman said. 
One guest told Seven News 
it had been a nice day and a 
fairytale wedding.

A motorist who drove 
past the crash scene, iden-
tified by Australian Broad-
casting Corp. only as Alison, 

said the fog was so heavy 
she could not make out the 
colors of the flashing lights 
of police cars, ambulances 
and fire trucks.

“The fog was terrib-
le,” she told the ABC. “You 
could barely see in front of 
you.”

Of the 25 people injured, 
one was in critical con-
dition and several others 
remained in hospitals, the 
state government said. The 
conditions of the others 
were described as stable.

Police had said 18 pas-
sengers escaped injury. But 
they later said there were 
only 36 people on the bus: 

the 10 dead, the 25 injured 
and the driver. The 18 were 
the least seriously inju-
red among the passengers 
taken to hospitals.

Police Commissioner 
Karen Webb said investiga-
tors have not yet determi-
ned what caused the bus to 
roll on its side.

“The cause may not be 
known for some time. It will 
require scientific examina-
tion,” Webb told reporters.

Whether passengers 
were wearing seatbelts also 
“will come under scrutiny,” 
Webb said.

Chapman said rescuers 
smashed the front window 
to remove people from the 
wrecked bus.

Linq Buslines, which pro-
vides school bus and event 
charters, owned the bus in-
volved in the crash, media 
reported. Its website says all 
its buses are equipped with 
seatbelts. MDT/AP

JIM GOMEZ & 
AARON FAVILA, LEGAZPI

T
HE Philippines’ most ac-
tive volcano was spewing 
lava down its slopes yes-
terday, prompting offi-

cials to warn tens of thousands 
of villagers to be prepared to flee 
from their homes if the gentle 
eruption turns into a violent and 
life-threatening explosion.

More than 13,000 people have 
left the mostly poor farming com-
munities within a 6-kilometer ra-
dius of Mayon Volcano’s crater in 
mandatory evacuations since vol-
canic activity increased last week. 
But an unspecified number of re-
sidents remain within the perma-
nent danger zone below Mayon, 
an area long declared off-limits 
to people but where generations 
have lived and farmed because 
they have nowhere else to go.

With the volcano beginning to 
expel lava Sunday night, the hi-
gh-risk zone around Mayon may 
be expanded should the eruption 
turn violent, said Teresito Bacol-
col, director of the Philippine Ins-
titute of Volcanology and Seismo-
logy. Bacolcol said if that happens, 
people in any expanded danger 
zone should be prepared to eva-
cuate to emergency shelters.

“What we are seeing now is an 
effusive eruption,” Bacolcol told 
The Associated Press. “We are 
looking at this on a day-to-day 
basis.”

From a distance, Associated 
Press journalists watched lava 
flow down the volcano’s southeas-
tern gullies for hours Sunday ni-
ght. People hurriedly stepped 
out of restaurants and bars in a 
seaside promenade of Legazpi, 
the capital of northeastern Albay 
province about 14 kilometers (8.5 
miles) from Mayon, many of them 
snapping pictures of the volca-
no that’s a popular tourist draw 
known for its picturesque conical 
shape.

Mayon’s renewed restiveness 
has also struck fear and brought 
new suffering.

Marilyn Miranda said she, her 
daughter and 75-year-old mother, 
who recently suffered a stroke, fled 
their home in a village within the 

danger zone in Guinobatan town 
on Thursday and sought shelter 
at a sweltering high school turned 
into an evacuation center. Her ne-
phew returns to their home each 
day, as do other men in their im-
poverished rural neighborhood to 
guard their houses and farm ani-
mals, she said.

From the overcrowded eva-
cuation center, they were terrified 
to see the bright red-orange lava 
streaks gushing down Mayon’s 
slope on Sunday night. “We had 
this feeling that our end is near,” 
Miranda told the AP, breaking into 
tears.

Mayon’s new eruption was one 
of back-to-back tragedies that 
struck Amelia Morales and her fa-
mily in recent days. Her husband 

died of an aneurism and other ill-
nesses on Friday and she had to 
hold his funeral wake in a crow-
ded emergency shelter in Guino-
batan because she and her nei-
ghbors had been ordered to stay 
away from their community near 
Mayon.

“I need help to bury my hus-
band because we don’t have any 
money left,” Morales, 63, said as 
she sat near her husband’s whi-
te wooden coffin under a flimsy 
open tent in a corner of the eva-
cuation center. “I cannot do any-
thing but cry.”

With its peak often shrouded 
by the wisps of passing clouds, 
the 2,462-meter volcano appeared 
calm yesterday. Bacolcol said re-
d-hot lava was continuing to flow 

down its slopes but could not ea-
sily be seen by people under the 
bright sun.

The volcano had been raised to 
alert level three on a five-step war-
ning system Thursday, meaning 
the volcano was in a state of high 
unrest and a hazardous eruption 
is possible in weeks or days.

With lava flowing down from 
the volcano gently, Bacolcol said 
the alert level would stay at three 
but it could be moved up higher if 
the eruption suddenly turns peri-
lous.

The highest alert, level five, 
would mean a violent and life-
-threatening eruption is underway 
with ash plumes shooting into the 
sky and superheated pyroclastic 
streams endangering more com-
munities at Mayon’s lush foothills.

Mayon is one of 24 active vol-
canoes in the Philippines. It last 
erupted violently in 2018, displa-
cing tens of thousands of villagers. 
In 1814, Mayon’s eruption buried 
entire villages and reportedly left 
more than 1,000 people dead.

The archipelago is lashed by 
about 20 typhoons and tropical 
storms a year and is located on the 
so-called Pacific “Ring of Fire,” the 
rim of seismic faults where most 
of the world’s earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions occur.

In 1991, Mount Pinatubo nor-
th of Manila blew its top in one 
of the biggest volcanic eruptions 
of the 20th century, killing hun-
dreds. MDT/AP

Police inspect a bus on its side near the town of Greta following a 
crash in the Hunter Valley, north of Sydney
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A 17-year-old man has been arrested for 
shooting a replica gun at the Queen as she 
rode past crowds on horseback.

Marcus Serjeant pointed a pistol directly at 
the Queen as she turned down Horseguards’ 
Parade for the start of the Trooping the Colour 
ceremony.

He fired six blank cartridges before being 
overcome by a Guardsman and police.

The shots, which came just before 1100BST, 
startled the Queen’s horse, but she was able 
to bring it back under control within a few se-
conds.

The Queen had left Buckingham Palace 15 
minutes earlier.

She had rode down the Mall and was turning 
into a crowded Horseguards’ Parade when the 
incident occurred.

The monarch looked shaken by the episode, 
but soon recovered her composure.

She comforted her 19-year-old horse, Bur-
mese, which she has ridden in birthday para-
des since 1969.

The procession continued as planned, and 
afterwards the Queen returned to Buckin-
gham Palace by the same route, under the 
close watch of security services.

This is not the first time a member of the 
royal family has faced danger from within a 
crowd of spectators.

Seven years ago, a few yards down the Mall, 
Princess Anne was attacked by a gunman.

Half a mile away in 1936 King Edward VIII fa-
ced a man with a loaded revolver.

And Queen Victoria was also shot at by a 
man with a gun in the Mall.

Security will take on an increasing importan-
ce as next month’s wedding between Prince 
Charles and Diana Spencer approaches.

Courtesy BBC News

1981 Queen shot
   at by youth

In context

Marcus Simon Serjeant was jailed for five years 
under the 1842 Treason Act, a law not used 
since 1966.
The former air cadet, from Folkestone, Kent, 
was found guilty of wilfully discharging at the 
person of Her Majesty the Queen a blank car-
tridge pistol, with intent to alarm her.
The court was told that Serjeant had at one 
stage planned to kill the Queen, but had failed 
to obtain a suitable lethal weapon.
“I wanted to be famous,” he said later. “I wanted 
to be a somebody.”
He served more than three years in jail, before 
being released in October 1984.

this day in historyITALY

Berlusconi, scandal-scarred 
ex-premier, dies at 86

friends and world leaders at 
so-called “bunga bunga” par-
ties his villas. “I love life! I love 
women!” he said in 2010.

In 2013, guests included an 
underage Moroccan dancer 
whom prosecutors alleged had 
sex with Berlusconi in exchan-
ge for cash and jewelry. After a 
lurid trial, a court initially con-
victed Berlusconi of paying for 
sex with a minor and using his 
office to try to cover it up. Both 
denied having sex, and he later 
was acquitted.

The Catholic Church, some-
times sympathetic to his con-
servative politics, was scan-
dalized by his antics, and his 
second wife of nearly 20 years 
divorced him. Berlusconi was 
unapologetic, declaring: “I’m 
no saint.”

As he aged, some derided 
his perpetual tan, hair trans-
plants and decades-younger 
girlfriends. For many years, 
however, Berlusconi seemed 
untouchable despite the scan-
dals.

Investigations targeted his 
parties or his businesses, whi-
ch included the soccer team 
AC Milan, the country’s three 
biggest private TV networks, 
magazines and a daily news-
paper, and advertising and 
film companies. Criminal ca-
ses either ended in dismissals 
in Italy’s slow-moving justice 
system, or he won on appeals.

Only one ultimately led to a 
conviction — a tax fraud case 
stemming from a sale of movie 
rights in his business empire. 
The conviction was upheld 
in 2013 by Italy’s top criminal 
court, but the 76-year-old Ber-
lusconi was spared prison due 
to his age and ordered to do 
community service.

Still, he was stripped of his 

Senate seat and banned from 
public office for six years.

He stayed at the helm of 
Forza Italia, although voters 
deserted the party. He even-
tually was elected to the Euro-
pean Parliament at age 82 and 
last year was returned to the 
Italian Senate by voters.

Born in Milan on Sept. 29, 
1936, the banker’s son earned a 
law degree, sang in nightclubs 
and on cruise ships, then star-
ted a construction company 
and built apartments for mid-
dle-class families.

His astronomical wealth 
came from media holdings. 
In the 1970s and 1980s, he 
circumvented Italy’s state TV 
monopoly RAI by creating his 
own network of local stations. 
RAI and Mediaset accounted 
for about 90% of the national 
market in 2006.

When corruption scandals 
of the 1990s decimated the 
political establishment, Ber-
lusconi founded Forza Italia in 
1994 — its name comes from 
a soccer cheer, “Let’s go, Italy.” 
His first government collapsed 
after eight months when an 
ally who led an anti-immigrant 
party yanked support. But 
aided by an aggressive cam-
paign, Berlusconi swept to vic-
tory in 2001 and was in power 
for five years, setting a record 
for government longevity in 
Italy.

As a businessman who 
knew the power of images, 
Berlusconi introduced U.S.-s-
tyle campaigns that broke with 
the gray world of Italian politi-
cs. His rivals had to adapt.

A Group of Eight summit he 
hosted in Genoa in 2001 was 
marred by violent demonstra-
tions. He constantly faced ac-
cusations of sponsoring laws 

aimed at protecting himself or 
his businesses but insisted he 
always acted in the interest of 
all Italians.

An admirer of U.S. Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and Bri-
tish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, Berlusconi passed 
reforms that partially libera-
lized the labor and pension 
systems, among Europe’s most 
inflexible.

Berlusconi saw himself as 
Italy’s savior from what he 
described as the Communist 
menace, years after the Berlin 
Wall fell. He portrayed himself 
as the target of a judiciary he 
said was filled with leftist sym-
pathizers.

His friendship with Socia-
list leader and former Premier 
Bettino Craxi was widely credi-
ted for helping him become a 
media baron. Still, Berlusconi 
billed himself as a self-made 
man.

His second term, from 2001-
06, was perhaps his golden era, 
when he became Italy’s longes-
t-serving head of government 
and boosted its global profile 
through his friendship with 
U.S. President George W. Bush. 
Bucking opposition at home 
and in Europe, Berlusconi ba-
cked the U.S.-led war in Iraq 
and sent 3,000 troops.

He flouted political etiquet-
te and stirred anger with some 
of his comments, such as clai-
ming after 9/11 that Western 
civilization was superior to Is-
lam.

But in 2006, as Italy was ridi-
culed as “the sick man of Euro-
pe,” with its economy mired in 
zero growth and its budget de-
ficit rising, Berlusconi narrowly 
lost the general election to cen-
ter-left leader Romano Prodi.

He won his final term as 
premier in 2008, reluctantly 
stepping down in 2011 when 
financial markets lost faith in 
his ability to keep Italy from 
succumbing to the eurozone’s 
sovereign debt crisis.

His party was eclipsed as the 
dominant force on Italy’s right 
— first by the League, led by 
anti-migrant populist Matteo 
Salvini, then by Meloni’s Bro-
thers of Italy party, with its roo-
ts in neo-fascism. Following 
2022 elections, Meloni formed 
a governing coalition with their 
help.

Berlusconi eventually lost 
his standing as Italy’s richest 
man, although his media and 
luxury real estate holdings still 
left him a billionaire several ti-
mes over. MDT/AP

FRANCES D’EMILIO, MILAN

S
ILVIO Berlusconi, the 
boastful billionaire 
media mogul who was 
Italy’s longest-serving 

premier despite scandals over 
his sex-fueled parties and alle-
gations of corruption, died 
yesterday, according to his te-
levision network. He was 86.

Mediaset announced his 
death with a smiling photo of 
the man on its homepage and 
the headline: “Berlusconi is 
dead.”

Berlusconi was admitted 
to the San Raffaele Hospital 
in Milan on Friday, his second 
hospitalization in months for 
treatment of chronic leuke-
mia. He also suffered over 
the years from heart ailmen-
ts, prostate cancer and was 
hospitalized for COVID-19 in 
2020.

A onetime cruise ship croo-
ner, Berlusconi used his tele-
vision networks and immen-
se wealth to launch his long 
political career, inspiring both 
loyalty and loathing.

To admirers, the three-ti-
me premier was a charismatic 
statesman who sought to ele-
vate Italy on the world stage. 
To critics, he was a populist 
who threatened to undermine 
democracy, wielding political 
power as a tool to enrich him-
self and his businesses.

His center-right Forza Ita-
lia political party was a junior 
partner in the government of 
current Premier Giorgia Melo-
ni, a far-right leader who came 
to power last year, although he 
held no position.

His friendship with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin put 
him at odds with Meloni, a 
staunch supporter of Ukraine.
Meloni remembered Berlusco-
ni as “above all as a fighter.”

“He was a man who had ne-
ver been afraid to defend his 
beliefs. And it was exactly that 
courage and determination 
that made him one of the most 
influential men in the history 
of Italy,” Meloni said on Italian 
TV.

Former Premier Matteo 
Renzi recalled Berlusconi’s di-
visive legacy on Twitter. “Silvio 
Berlusconi made history in 
this country. Many loved him, 
many hated him. All must re-
cognize that his impact on po-
litical life, but also economics, 
sports and television, has been 
without precedence.”

Berlusconi often boasted 
of his libido and entertained 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- “___ quam videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 5- Diner orders; 9- Truth; 

13- Novelist Calvino; 15- Franc replacement; 16- Ladies of Sp.; 17- Philbin of 
TV; 18- Make ___ for it; 19- ___ avail; 20- French connections; 21- Select; 23- 
Observes Yom Kippur; 25- About; 26- System of social perfection; 27- Censure; 
30- Free; 31- Wanting; 32- Care for an abandoned baby animal; 37- Twining plant 
stem; 38- Florida citrus center; 40- Della’s creator; 41- Pertaining to an office; 43- 
Analyze a sentence; 44- Take steps; 45- Sanctified; 47- Greek letters; 50- What’s 
left; 51- Negligent; 52- Smoke deposit; 53- Part of RSVP; 56- Getting ___ years; 
57- “___ She Lovely?”; 59- Sister of Thalia; 61- The Ponte Vecchio crosses it; 62- 
Moonfish; 63- Bingo!; 64- Classic autos; 65- Badgers; 66- Apians;
 
DOWN 1- Green land; 2- Leave in, to an editor; 3- Droops; 4- Yalie; 5- Lighthouse; 
6- Hide in the shadows; 7- Capote, to friends; 8- Short composition; 9- Camera 
setting; 10- Rice-___; 11- Port of Crete; 
12- General ___ chicken; 14- Feathered 
fisher; 22- Doctrine; 24- Sweeney ___; 
25- More bizarre; 26- Orsk’s river; 27- 
“Power Lunch” network; 28- Trompe l’___; 
29- Panamanian baby; 32- Golfer Sutton; 
33- Sumptuous meal; 34- Slips up; 35- 
Additional; 36- Feat; 38- Particular time; 
39- Members of the Felidae family; 42- 
Alpo alternative; 43- Bug; 45- Thin soups; 
46- Zodiac sign; 47- Category; 48- Acid 
type; 49- Legendary ruler of Crete; 51- 
Din; 52- A reel problem; 53- Wise one; 54- 
Spillane’s “___ Jury”; 55- A great deal; 58- 
Relaxing resort; 60- Corduroy feature;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t put your professional 
reputation on the line. You may 
experience financial loss if  you 
don’t use good judgment. Don’t 
lend or borrow. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You are best to look into 
investments that will grow in 
value over an extended period of  
time. One of  your female friends 
may try to disrupt your day.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Lack of  funds may add stress to 
your already uncertain situation. 
You can make gains if  you look 
at long-term investments. You can 
accomplish a lot if  you work out 
of  your home today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Difficulties with children will 
surface if  you try to break a 
promise you made. Don’t cause a 
scene, but when you get home let 
your partner know how you feel 
and why.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Be sure to keep communication 
open with those you live with. Be 
firm when dealing with matters 
pertaining to your environment. 
Encourage the youngsters in your 
family.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Changes in your domestic situation 
will prove to be favorable in the 
long run. Try to be as mellow as 
possible. Your energetic personality 
will make you the center of  
attention at social gatherings.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be up front if  you don’t want to 
be embarrassed. Make decisions 
about your professional objectives. 
Get involved in physical activities 
that will stimulate you. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your mate needs extra attention 
and is feeling rather insecure when 
you’re not in sight. Your support and 
concern will help. Be careful not to 
misplace your wallet or belongings. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your need to obtain additional details 
will lead you into strange topics of  
conversation. Sign up for courses that 
will bring you more skills. Love could 
develop with someone of  a different 
cultural background. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t start a dispute unless you’re 
prepared to accept irreversible 
results. Don’t be too eager to start 
any debates. You should consider 
getting into self  improvement 
endeavors. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Look into career choices and 
courses being offered. Seminars 
will provide you with knowledge 
and amusement. You’ll get to 
your destination just as quickly. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t trust coworkers with 
important or personal information. 
Recognition will be yours if  you 
meet your deadline. You will be 
able to make financial gains. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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David Stone (center) and members of the company of “Kimberly Akimbo” accept the award for best musical at the    76th annual Tony Awards
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ON BROADWAY

Tony Awards telecast makes inclusive history and   puts on quite a show despite Hollywood strike
MARK KENNEDY, NEW YORK

T
HE intimate, funny-sad 
musical “Kimberly Akim-
bo” nudged aside splashier 
rivals yesterday [Macau 

time] to win the musical crown at 
the Tony Awards on a night when 
Broadway flexed its creative muscle 
amid the Hollywood writers’ strike 
and made history with laurels for 
nonbinary actors J. Harrison Ghee 
and Alex Newell.

“Kimberly Akimbo,” with songs 
by Jeanine Tesori and a book by Da-
vid Lindsay-Abaire, follows a teen 
with a rare genetic disorder that gi-
ves her a life expectancy of 16 navi-
gating a dysfunctional family and a 
high school romance. Victoria Clark, 
as the lead in the show, added a se-
cond Tony to her trophy case, ha-
ving previously won one in 2005 for 
“The Light in the Piazza.”

Producer David Stone credited 
the musical’s writers for penning a 
magic trick, calling “Kimberly Akim-
bo” a “musical comedy about the 
fragility of life, so healing and so pro-
found and joyous that is almost im-
possible.” The musical took home a 
leading five awards, including best 
book and score.

Earlier, Tony Awards history was 

made when Newell and Ghee beca-
me the first nonbinary people to win 
Tonys for acting. Last year, compo-
ser and writer Toby Marlow of “Six” 
became the first nonbinary Tony 
winner.

“Thank you for the humanity. 
Thank you for my incredible com-
pany who raised me up every single 
day,” said leading actor in a musical 
winner Ghee, who stars in “Some 
Like It Hot,” the adaptation of the 
classic cross-dressing comedy film. 
The soulful Ghee stunned audien-
ces with their voice and dance skills, 
playing a musician — on the run 
from gangsters — who tries on a 
dress and is transformed.

Newell, who plays Lulu — an 
independent, don’t-need-no-man 
whiskey distiller in “Shucked” — has 
been blowing audiences away with 
their signature number, “Indepen-
dently Owned.” They won for best 
featured actor in a musical.

“Thank you for seeing me, Broa-
dway. I should not be up here as a 
queer, nonbinary, fat, Black little 
baby from Massachusetts. And to 
anyone that thinks that they can’t 
do it, I’m going to look you dead in 
your face that you can do anything 
you put your mind to,” Newell said 
to an ovation.

Tom Stoppard’s “Leopoldstadt,” 
which explores Jewish identity with 
an intergenerational story, won best 
play, also earning wins for director 
Patrick Marber, featured actor Bran-
don Uranowitz and Brigitte Reif-
fenstuel’s costumes.

The British-Czech playwright, 

who now has five best play Tony 
Awards, joked he won his first in 
1968 and noted that playwrights 
were “getting progressively devalued 
in the food chain” despite being “the 
sharp ends of the inverted pyramid.”

Second-time Tony Awards host 
Ariana DeBose opened a blank 

script backstage before dancing and 
leaping her way to open the main 
show with a hectic opening num-
ber that gave a jolt of electricity to 
what is usually an upbeat, safe and 
chummy night. The writers’ strike 
left the storied awards show hono-
ring the best of musical theater and 
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David Stone (center) and members of the company of “Kimberly Akimbo” accept the award for best musical at the    76th annual Tony Awards

FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

ON BROADWAY

Tony Awards telecast makes inclusive history and   puts on quite a show despite Hollywood strike

plays without a script.
Before the pre-show began, De-

Bose revealed to the audience the 
only words that would be seen on 
the teleprompter: “Please wrap up.” 
Later in the evening, virtually out of 
breath after her wordless opening 
performance, she thanked the labor 

organizers for allowing a compro-
mise.

“I’m live and unscripted. You’re 
welcome,” she said. “So to anyone 
who may have thought that last year 
was a bit unhinged, to them, I say, 
‘Darlings, buckle up.’”

Winners demonstrated their su-
pport for the striking writers either 
at the podium or on the red carpet 
with pins. Miriam Silverman, who 
won the Tony for best featured ac-
tress in a play for “The Sign in Sid-
ney Brustein’s Window,” ended her 
speech with: “My parents raised 
me to believe in the power of labor 
and workers being compensated 
and treated fairly. We stand with the 
WGA in solidarity!”

Jodie Comer, the three-time 
Emmy nominated star of “Killing 
Eve” won leading actress in a play 
for her Broadway debut, the one-
-woman play “Prima Facie,” which 
illustrates how current laws fail ter-
ribly when it comes to sexual assault 
cases.

Sean Hayes won lead actor in a 
play for “Good Night, Oscar,” which 
dramatizes a long night’s journey 
into the scarred psyche of pianist 
Oscar Levant, now obscure but once 
a TV star.

“This has got to be the first time 

an Oscar won a Tony,” Hayes cra-
cked.

Suzan-Lori Parks’ “Topdog/Un-
derdog,” a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play about sibling rivalry, inequality 
and society’s false promises, won 
the Tony for best play revival. She 
thanked director Kenny Leon and 
stars Corey Hawkins and Yahya Ab-
dul-Mateen II: “They showed up to 
be large in a world that often does 
not much want the likes of us living 
at all.”

Bonnie Milligan, who won for 
best featured actress in a musical for 
“Kimberly Akimbo,” also had a mes-
sage to the audience: “I want to tell 
everybody that doesn’t maybe look 
like what the world is telling you 
what you should look like — whe-
ther you’re not pretty enough, you’re 
not fit enough, your identity is not 
right, who you love isn’t right — that 
doesn’t matter.”

“’Cause just guess what?” she 
continued, brandishing her award. 
“It’s right, and you belong.”

Many of the technical awards 
— for things like costumes, sound, 
lighting and scenic design — were 
handed out at a breakneck pace 
during a pre-show hosted by Skylar 
Astin and Julianne Hough, allowing 
winners plenty of airtime for accep-

tance speeches but little humor.
The pre-show telecast on Pluto 

featured some awkwardly compo-
sed shots and some presenters sli-
pped up on certain words. The tem-
po was so rapid, it ended more than 
10 minutes before the main CBS 
broadcast was slated to start.

John Kander, the 96-year-old 
composer behind such landmark 
shows as “Chicago,” “Cabaret” and 
“The Scottsboro Boys,” was hono-
red with a special lifetime award. He 
thanked his parents; his husband, 
Albert Stephenson; and music, whi-
ch “has stayed my friend through 
my entire life and has promised to 
stick with me until the end.”

Jennifer Grey handed her father, 
“Cabaret” star Joel Grey, the other 
lifetime achievement Tony. “Being 
recognized by the theater commu-
nity is such a gift because it’s always 
been, next to my children, my grea-
test, most enduring love,” the actor 
said.

Echoing the theme of antisemi-
tism, “Parade” — a doomed musical 
love story set against the real back-
drop of a murder and lynching in 
pre-World War I Georgia that won 
Tonys as a new musical in 1999 — 
won for best musical revival, with 
Michael Arden winning for best mu-

sical director.
“’Parade’ tells the story of a life 

that was cut short at the hands of 
the belief that one group of people 
is more valuable than another and 
that they might be more deserving 
of justice,” Arden said. “This is a be-
lief that is the core of antisemitism, 
white supremacy, homophobia and 
transphobia and intolerance of any 
kind. We must come together. We 
must battle this.”

The telecast featured performan-
ces from all the nominated musi-
cals and Will Swenson — starring on 
Broadway in a Neil Diamond musi-
cal — led the audience in a vigorous 
rendition of “Sweet Caroline.” Lea 
Michele of “Glee” and now “Funny 
Girl” fame also performed a soaring 
version of “Don’t Rain on My Para-
de.”

It all took place at the United Pa-
lace Theatre, in the Washington Hei-
ghts neighborhood of Manhattan 
— a new venue for the ceremony, 
many miles from Times Square and 
the theater district.

“Thank you all for coming up-
town. Never in my wildest dreams, 
truly,” Lin-Manuel Miranda joked 
onstage. He, of course, wrote the 
musical “In the Heights,” set in 
Washington Heights. MDT/AP
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Ukrainian military officials 
said yesterday their 
troops have retaken 
another southeastern 
village from Russian 
forces, among the first 
successes in stepped-
up counteroffensive 
operations against 
Moscow’s more than 
15-month invasion of 
Ukraine. Deputy Defense 
Minister Hanna Maliar 
wrote on Telegram that 
Ukraine’s flag was again 
flying over the village 
of Storozhov, and she 
predicted the liberation of 
“all Ukrainian land” would 
be the final outcome. 

UK A committee of 
British lawmakers said 
that the U.K. will break its 
international human rights 
commitments if it goes 
through with government 
plans to detain and deport 
people who cross the 
English Channel in small 
boats. Parliament’s Joint 
Committee on Human 
Rights said the Illegal 
Migration Bill “breaches 
a number of the U.K.’s 
international human 
rights obligations and 
risks breaching others.” 
Scottish National Party 
lawmaker Joanna Cherry, 
who chairs the committee, 
said the law would leave 
most refugees and victims 
of modern slavery with no 
way of seeking asylum in 
Britain.

Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador’s 
governing Morena party 
decided that a series of 
five polls over the summer 
will decide the party’s 
nomination for the June 
2024 presidential election. 
All of the four Morena 
contenders will have to 
resign their government 
posts by Friday, including 
Mexico City Mayor 
Claudia Sheinbaum, 
who is considered the 
frontrunner. That is 
meant to prevent primary 
candidates from using 
their posts to gain an 
unfair advantage. Each 
can campaign throughout 
the summer.

The Great Grift: How billions in 
Covid-19 relief aid was stolen or wasted

Much of the theft was brazen, even simple.
Fraudsters used the Social Security numbers of dead people and fe-

deral prisoners to get unemployment checks. Cheaters collected those 
benefits in multiple states. And federal loan applicants weren’t cros-
s-checked against a Treasury Department database that would have 
raised red flags about sketchy borrowers.

Criminals and gangs grabbed the money. But so did a U.S. soldier 
in Georgia, the pastors of a defunct church in Texas, a former state 
lawmaker in Missouri and a roofing contractor in Montana.

All of it led to the greatest grift in U.S. history, with thieves plundering 

billions of dollars in federal COVID-19 relief aid intended to combat the 
worst pandemic in a century and to stabilize an economy in free fall.

An Associated Press analysis found that fraudsters potentially sto-
le more than $280 billion in COVID-19 relief funding; another $123 
billion was wasted or misspent. Combined, the loss represents 10% 
of the $4.2 trillion the U.S. government has so far disbursed in COVID 
relief aid.

That number is certain to grow as investigators dig deeper into thou-
sands of potential schemes.

Full story on macaudailytimes.com.mo/category/buzz

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

SKYSCRAPERS, brid-
ges and other land-

marks in South Korea’s 
capital will be lit up in 
purple as the country be-
gins celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of K-pop 
band BTS, whose global 
popularity is a source of 
national pride.

The lights will provi-
de the backdrop for va-
rious social media-driven 
events marking the 2013 
debut of the seven-mem-
ber group, which is now 
taking a hiatus as its sin-
gers begin to serve their 
mandatory military du-
ties.

From last night, nu-
merous Seoul structures, 
including City Hall, the 
123-story Lotte World 
Tower, several Han River 
bridges, and the futuris-
tic DDP – a Zaha Hadi-
d-designed aluminum 
and concrete dome that’s 
often used for visual art – 
will be bathed in purple, a 
color associated with BTS, 
according to city officials 
and the group’s manage-

ment company, Hybe.
Messages congratula-

ting BTS were displayed 
on digital screens in 
buildings across Seoul, 
while postal authorities 
issued stamps marking 
the group’s anniversary, 
which will be available at 
post offices starting to-
day.

Seoul officials hope 
that the celebrations, 
which will continue for 
around two weeks, will 
boost tourism. The city 
has designated more than 
a dozen sites associated 
with BTS, including pla-
ces where the group held 
major performances or 
shot some of their famous 
videos.

Fireworks are planned 
at a park near the Han 
River on Saturday night, 
hours after one of the BTS 
singers, RM, holds a live 
talk with fans that will be 
broadcast online.

Quickly garnering 
huge followings in Asia 
following their debut, 
BTS’ popularity expan-

ded across the globe 
with their 2020 megahit 
“Dynamite,” the band’s 
first all-English song that 
made it the first K-pop act 
to top Billboard’s Hot 100. 
BTS has since performed 
in sold-out arenas around 
the world and was invited 
to speak at United Na-
tions meetings, suppor-
ted by a legion of global 
followers who call them-
selves the “Army.”

BTS’ activities as a full 
group are currently on 
hold as the artists begin 
to serve in the military. 
Two BTS singers – Jin 
and J-Hope – have alrea-
dy started their compul-
sory 18-month service 
and other members are 
to follow in coming mon-
ths, which likely means 
the group will reconvene 
around 2025.

In South Korea, all 
able-bodied men are re-
quired to serve in uni-
form 18-21 months under 
a system meant to de-
ter aggression from rival 
North Korea. MDT/AP

BTS IS 10 YEARS OLD

Seoul landmarks to 
be lit up in purple 
to celebrate K-pop 
band’s anniversary
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A model shows sheets of postage stamps marking the 10th debut anniversary of K-pop band BTS at a post 
office in Seoul

Words may sound 
bitter yet offer 
good advice

Chinese Ambassador to the Republic of Ko-
rea Xing Haiming met with the ROK’s main 
opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-
-myung in Seoul on Thursday to exchange 
views on the development of Sino-ROK rela-
tions.

However, the ROK Foreign Ministry summo-
ned Xing on Friday to protest the “senseless 
and provocative” comments he made in the 
meeting, accusing Xing of violating diplomatic 
protocols and interfering with the ROK’s do-
mestic politics, but without specifying the par-
ts of Xing’s comments it saw as inappropriate.

Interestingly, while the dialogue between 
Xing and Lee was widely reported in China, 
the ROK media outlets didn’t cover it in detail, 
leaving the ROK people in the dark but also 
creating the space for Seoul to make the farce.

The only remark of Xing that the Yoon Suk-
-yeol government might construe as “provo-
cative” was: It is hoped that the ROK side can 
get rid of the interference of external factors 
when dealing with its relations with China. 
The United States is trying to contain China, 
and some people bet on the US to win and 
China to lose. This is obviously a misjudgment 
and a failure to see clearly the historical trend.

No wonder the Yoon government’s overreac-
tion was promptly answered by the Chinese 
side. Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Nong 
Rong met with the ROK Ambassador to China 
Chung Jae-ho on Sunday to lodge representa-
tions over Seoul’s inappropriate response to 
the meeting of Xing and Lee.

Expressing grave concern and dissatisfac-
tion, Nong elaborated on China’s views on 
the current China-ROK relations, pointing 
out that it is Ambassador Xing’s duty to have 
extensive contact and exchanges with people 
from all walks of life in the ROK to enhance 
understanding, promote cooperation and 
promote China-ROK relations.

However, the Yoon government has discar-
ded the ROK’s long-term strategic autonomy 
in handling relations with China, allowing the 
ROK’s ties with its largest economic and trade 
partner to be hijacked by Washington’s China-
-containment strategy.

Seoul’s reckless concession to mend ties with 
Japan by brushing aside historical issues has 
turned the ROK from a respectable and res-
ponsible regional player into a lackey of the 
US.

The ROK’s greatest concern is its northern 
neighbor. But this cannot be eased by blindly 
adhering to the US agenda. Washington has 
no sincerity in seeking a rapprochement with 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea as 
apprehensions about Pyongyang — cultivated 
by Washington — have driven the ROK and Ja-
pan closer to the US, and the large scale joint 
military drills give Washington an excuse for 
the US’ oversized military presence in the re-
gion.

As Nong stressed, it is to be hoped that the 
Yoon government will reflect on the current 
problems in the ROK’s relations with China 
and take them seriously, earnestly abide by 
the spirit of the joint communique on the es-
tablishment of diplomatic ties between China 
and the ROK, and work with Beijing to make 
positive efforts for the healthy and stable de-
velopment of bilateral ties.
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