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MAINLAND AUTHORITIES WILL WORK MELCO OPENS EUROPE’S RAGING CONFLICT IN
WITH CULTURAL RELIC PROTECTION SUDAN DISPLACES
AND LAW-ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES LARGEST CASINO RESORT IN OVER 3.1 MILLION
IN SARS TO COMBAT SMUGGLING CYPRUS AS TOURISM REBOUNDS PEOPLE, UN SAYS
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Palestinian
President Mahmoud

Abbas visited the occupied
West Bankos Jeninrefugee
camp yesterdayinthe

wake of a devastating Israeli
offensive last week, marking
his first visit to the camp since
2005. Thevisitcame atatime
of seething discontentment
among Palestiniansin

the West Bank for Abbas and
the Palestinian Authority, the
autonomous government
which administers parts of
the West Bank but whose
forces have largely lost
control over several militant
strongholds inthe region—
including Jenin.

NATO leaders gathered
yesterday tolauncha

highly symbolic new forum
for ties with Ukraine, after
committing to provide

the country with more
military assistance for
fighting Russia but only
vague assurances of future
membership. US. President
Joe Bidenand his NATO
counterparts will sit down
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the
new NATO-Ukraine Council,
apermanent body where
the 31 allies and Ukraine can
hold consultations and call
for meetingsinemergency
situations.

—_——_‘-_1:'- -

UN Concerns are growing
that Russia willnot extend
aUnited Nations-brokered
dealthat allows grainto flow
from Ukraine to parts of the
world struggling with hunger,
with ships nolonger heading
tothe war-torn country's
Black Sea ports and food
exports dwindling. Turkey
and the UN. negotiated the
breakthrough accordlast
summer to ease a global food
crisis, along with a separate
agreement with Russia to
facilitate shipments ofits
food and fertilizer. Moscow
insistsit's still facing hurdles,
though data shows ithas
beenexporting record
amounts of wheat.

More on backpage
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City logs 3,000 sessions of cultural and tourism events in first half of the year;
IC calls on industry to ‘dig deep’ to showcase Macau’s cultural image ars
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CHLORINE FROM
CLOGGED PIPE
POISONS THREE
WORKERS
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CRIME

CROUPIER JAILED
FOR CAUSING OVER
HKD2M DAMAGE
TO CASINO
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CREDIT SUISSE EXPECTS
GGR TO BE UP TO
USD30B THIS YEAR

Credit Suisse managing director
Kenneth Fong said that he would not
be bearish on the Macau market,
and that the Chinese government's
supportive attitude towards Macau
was the most crucial, with the visa
policy being an important factor,

as cited in a report by AAStocks
Financial News. Speaking at the
Asian IR Expo, he predicted Macau's
gross gaming revenues to be
USD25-30 billion this year, and is
expected to double to USD60-70
billion in the next 10 years. However,
this will depend on policies from the
mainland, whether Macau can make
up for the shortfall in non-gaming
activities, and how will Henggin
complement the development of
Macau.

TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS
NEAR CEM
HEADQUARTERS

FOR 1.5 MONTHS

To facilitate underground pipeline
refurbishment works, several

roads near the headquarters of
CEM will see restricted traffic from
today until the end of August, the
Transport Bureau has announced.
Motor traffic toward Montanha
Russa Park in front of the CEM
building should turn either left or
right at the intersection with the
park. With that said, motor traffic
along the overpass next to the
Macao Daily News building will have
to converge and turn right upon
reaching the park. Bus routes 2, 2A,
6A, 18, 18A, 18B and H2 will see
detours.

MELCO OPENS EUROPES
LARGEST CASINO RESORT IN
CYPRUS AS TOURISM REBOUNDS

A;lew casino resort touted
s the largest of its kind in
Europe has opened its doors in
Cyprus, aiming to transform the
east Mediterranean island nation
into a year-round destination
for luxury tourism, officials said
Tuesday.

The 600 million euro ($659
million) City of Dreams Medi-
terranean is one of the largest
development projects ever un-
dertaken in the eastern Mediter-
ranean island nation. The resort
boasts a 14-story, 500-room hotel
replete with a casino, sporting fa-
cilities, a family adventure park,
the island’s largest pool complex,
an outdoor amphitheater, eight
restaurants and bars, and a con-
ference center.

Lawrence Ho, chief executive
of Hong Kong-based Melco Re-
sorts and Entertainment, told re-
porters the resort “allows Cyprus
to unlock new markets in the re-
gion and beyond.”

Cypriot officials have said that
the resort located on the outskir-
ts of the southern coastal town of
Limassol would create 6,500 jobs,
attract some 300,000 additional
visitors to Cyprus each year and
pour hundreds of millions of eu-
ros into the local economy an-
nually.

As other tourism-reliant coun-

AP PHOTO

tries, Cyprus is rebounding from
the pandemic that had dried up
tourist arrivals. Official statistics
report that total tourist arrivals
between January and May of
this year are up 36.2% from last
year over the same period, and
up nearly 4% from record-set-
ting 2019 when Cyprus saw 3.9
million visitors.

This comes even as Cyprus
registers a loss of around 900,000

annual tourist arrivals from Rus-
sia due to sanctions imposed
following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Officials said the City of
Dreams Mediterranean is the
first development in the nation
to achieve a top rating for its sus-
tainability strategy.

Resort Property Manager
Grant Johnson said Melco’s
brand and its experience in en-

tertainment and gaming will
combine with Cypriot culture
and hospitality to offer a potent
mix for visitors.

“Cyprus is now ready to com-
pete across Europe and the Mi-
ddle East in luxury tourism and
large-scale conferences,” John-
son said.

The 7,500 square meter casino
contains 100 tables and 1,000 slot
machines. MDT/AP

Chlorine from clogged pipe poisons three workers

RENATO MARQUES

HREE workers from a

bakery shop at the San
Hong Building at the Rua
da Alfandega in Macau
were reportedly poisoned
due to chlorine inhalation,
the Health Bureau (SSM)
has said in a statement.

The three employees,
all locals with ages ranging
between 31 and 58 years,
were allegedly attempting
to unclog a sewage pipe
using two bottles of a che-
mical substance for the

purpose.
The incident occurred

Saturday (July 8) when, af-
ter one of the employees
poured the liquid into the
pipe, all three immediately
felt an irritating smell, ma-
nifesting symptoms such
as headaches, dizziness
and shortness of breath.

Called by a neighbor,
the Fire Services Bureau
(CB) took the victims to
the Conde de Séo Januério
Hospital Center for treat-
ment.

According to informa-
tion from SSM, after recei-
ving treatment the three
were discharged from the
hospital.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo T

The CB’s further analy-
sis of the venue detected
a high concentration of
chlorine. The Labour Af-
fairs Bureau has also been
notified to follow up on the
case since it was a work-re-
lated incident.

According to the SSM,
exposure to chlorine at low
concentrations can irritate
the nose, throat and eyes,
and inhalation of chlorine
at high concentrations can
lead to the appearance of
serious symptoms, such
as dyspnea, cyanosis and
heart failure. The SSM also
warned that inhalation of

the product can cause dea-
th due to paralysis of the
respiratory system.

The bureau calls on all
people to bear in mind
that, when dealing with
chemical substances such
as chlorine, hydrogen sul-
fide and methane, it is ne-
cessary to ensure adequate
ventilation and the use of
adequate protective equi-
pment.

Where the release of to-
xic gases in a closed venue
is suspected, leave the pre-
mises immediately, eva-
cuate all people from the
area and call the CB.
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Art business forum opens

as IR expo kicks off

ANTHONY LAM

returning one-day fo-
rum that discusses the
art business opened
esterday as part of the
Asian IR Expo.
Officially referred to as ArtBiz

CRIME

Asia, the forum’s inaugural edition
was in 2019.

Enjoying resonance with G2E
Asia, the world’s leading gambling
and entertainment expo, ArtBiz
Asia encourages exchanges of
views from the industry professio-
nals and decision makers of Asian

integrated resorts (IRs), to bring
new life to art and entertainment

in the IRs.

The forum covered diverse
topics focusing on the trends that
bring together art tourism, tech-
nology art, public art, and art and
entertainment, among other po-

pular topics.

LeongWaiMan, president of the
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), gave a
keynote speech at the forum.

She began by praising art-rela-
ted figures to highlight the efforts
Macau has invested in boosting
arts and culture. For example, she
said that when people stroll along
the streets of Macau, they will be
greeted with art and cultural ve-
nues, as well as shows and events.

“Only counting the first half of
the year, the IC has organized over
3,000 sessions of cultural and tou-
rism events,” Leong said. She also
cited government statistics about
the number of cultural entities in
Macau rising from 1,708 in 2015 to

TUI sentences croupier to 51 months jail for
causing over HKDZm damage to casino

RENATO MARQUES

A- local croupier has been
entenced by the Court of

Final Appeal (TUI) to four years
and three months in jail for par-
ticipating with five players in
a fraudulent scheme that cau-
sed damage valued at HKD2.18
million to the casino at which
he was working, the office of the
president of the TUI has revea-
led.

According to the final senten-
ce, the six people agreed to the
unlawful scheme and shared
tasks and profits from the scam
that would deliver unlawful
payouts to players for bets that
were never placed.

The TUI also said that it was
proved in the courts that the
defendants had created a group
chat on WeChat to coordinate
the illegal activities and give ins-
tructions to the different mem-
bers of the group on when to
act.

In the first trial, at the Court
of First Instance (TJB), the ju-
dges sentenced five of the six

RENATO MARQUES

defendants to six crimes of em-
bezzlement with sentences that
ranged from three to four and
half years of imprisonment. It
sentenced the last member to

9 months imprisonment for a
single count of the same crime
and required the last member to
pay compensation to the casino
owner.

The first two defendants in
the case, one of the players and
the croupier, appealed the sen-
tence to the Court of Second
Instance (TSI) which partially
agreed with the claims but also
judged that the acts performed
by the defendants were more
related to the crime of aggrava-
ted fraud, and not to embezzle-
ment. The TSI sentenced the de-
fendants to only slightly shorter
terms (less three months).

But the Public Prosecutions
Office disagreed with the chan-
ge of the crime typology and
appealed to the TUI.

After examining the facts and
the claims, the TUI decided the
defendants’ actions did cons-
titute aggravated fraud rather
than embezzlement. The TUI
decided to keep the sentences,
but noted aggravated fraud has
a harsher penal framework than
the previous one. The court took
into account the court practice
of not amending a prison sen-
tence to a harsher one after a re-
duction, and kept the sentences
decided by the TSI

2,764in 2021.

After suggesting the industry in
Macau contemplate how to deve-
lop further, the official proposed
the Greater Bay Area development
plan as the solution. The plan po-
sitions Macau as an exchange and
cooperation base for multicultura-
lism under the mainstream Chine-
se culture.

Leong called for the industry to
“dig deep” into the history and cul-
ture of Macau and tell the “Chinese
story” well. They should showcase
the city’s cultural image.

The official also said the indus-
try should not fear collaborating
with other industries so as to enri-
ch the scene and create synergies.

ArtBiz Asia founder, Patricia
Cheong, also spoke at the forum.

“Macau is a city with a rich his-
tory and artistic heritage under the
influence of eastern and western
cultures. Our topics this year will
start with the inclusive develop-
ment of eastern and western art
cultures, and the discussions will
cover hotels and art spaces, expe-
riences and art tourism, cities and
art destinations, technology and
pop art, etc,” said Cheong, who is
also president of Macao Interna-
tional Cultural and Sports Associa-
tion.

“The closing session will be fo-
cusing on the future of art and en-
tertainment, hoping to vigorously
promote the exchanges of art and
business in the integrated resort
industry, which is also the vision of
Artbiz.”

MAINLAND,
SARS TO
JOINTLY TACKLE
CULTURAL
RELIC
SMUGGLING

HINESE mainland authori-

ties will work with cultural relic
protection and law-enforcement
agencies in Hong Kong and Macau
to step up the crackdown on cultu-
ral relic smuggling, according to the
National Cultural Heritage Adminis-
tration (NCHA) yesterday.

A training program jointly hosted
by the NCHA and Hong Kong’s cus-
toms on enhancing the capabilities
of preventing crimes related to cul-
tural relic smuggling was launched
recently in Xi’an, a historic and cul-
tural city in northwestern China.

During the five-day program,
which is the first of its kind, 60 trai-
nees will learn about China’s cultu-
ral relic resources, as well as the laws
and regulations on protecting the
relics, according to the NCHA.

They will also learn about expe-
riences and practices relating to re-
patriating lost relics, preventing and
combating smuggling, and the au-
thentication of cultural relics, said
the NCHA. MDT/XINHUA
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MORTGAGE LOANS RISE
IN MAY, RESIDENTIAL

HIKES 69.2%

RENATO MARQUES

EW mortgage loans

approved in May this
year rose exponentially com-
pared month-on-month
with April, a statistics release
from the Monetary Autho-
rity of Macao (AMCM) has
shown.

The same release shows
new approvals of residen-
tial mortgage loans (RMLs)
and commercial real estate
loans (CRELs) both increa-
sed month-on-month in
May with the first registering
a hike of 69.2% to MOP2.63
billion.

Following the same trend,
the number of new CRELs
increased 59% month-on-
-month to MOP3.76 billion.

In the last three months
of record (March to May)
the monthly average of new
RMLs approved reached
MOP2.03 billion, an increa-
se of 30% (in terms of value)
when compared with the
previous three-month pe-
riod (February to April 2023).

Scoring an even higher in-
crease was the monthly ave-
rage of new CRELs appro-
ved, which between March
and May 2023 was MOP2.88

billion. This amount repre-
sents an increase of 34.2%
when compared with the
previous period.

Most of the loans appro-
ved were related to residents
of Macau which represented
99.1% of all RMLs and 90.8%
of all CRELs approved.

Concerning outstan-
ding balances at the end of
May 2023, the outstanding
value of RMLs dropped 0.6%
month-on-month or 3.1%
year-on-year to MOP233.9
billion. AMCM attributed
this drop to the repayment
of loans with large denomi-
nations.

When compared with the
previous month, outstan-
ding RMLs to residents and
non-residents fell 0.5% and
2.3% respectively.

Concurrently, the outs-
tanding value of CRELs was
MOP161.6 billion, which re-
mained virtually unchanged
from the preceding month
but rose 0.4% from a year
ago.

When compared with the
previous month, outstan-
ding CRELs to residents re-
mained unchanged whereas
those to non-residents fell
0.7%.

>y

CPTTM ORGANIZES STUDENTS
TO COMPETE IN MS-OFFICE,
ADOBE APPS IN THE US

ANTHONY LAM

HE Macau Productivity and Te-

chnology Transfer Center (CP-
TTM) will organize nine students to
compete in MS-Office and Adobe
apps operations in the US at end-
-July, the center announced yester-
day.

Before the group’s departure, they
gathered at the Office of the Secre-
tary for Economy and Finance, whe-
re Secretary Lei Wai Nong conferred
upon them the flag of Macau, sig-
nalling their official representation.

Among the nine students, six will
compete in the 2023 Certiport Worl-
dwide Competition on Microsoft Of-
fice and the remaining three in the
2023 Certiport Worldwide Competi-
tion on Adobe apps.

Both competitions are officially

accredited by the two brands in
computer production apps. Certi-
port Inc, meanwhile, is an authori-
tative certification entity around the
globe.

This year's competitions will be
held between July 30 and Aug. 2 in
Orlando, Florida.

Last year, the two competitions
attracted over a million participants
aged from 13 to 22 years from arou-
nd the world to strive for the cham-
pionships.

From 2009, the CPTTM started
organizing a citywide student com-
petition on MS-Office techniques.
Excellent students started going to
the world competition on recom-
mendations and sponsorship by the
CPTTM from 2012. In previous com-
petitions, local contestants have gar-
nered nine gold, eight silver and two

bronze medals.

Meanwhile, the CPTTM has also
recently organized a group of 30
people from 20 local enterprises to
go to Hong Kong to learn about food
technologies.

Led by CPTIM director-gene-
ral Victoria Kuan, the delegation
made its first stop at the Hong Kong
Productivity Council, where it was
shown industrialization trends, in-
dustrial metaverse technologies,
food technologies and green living
laboratories.

The delegation’s second stop was
the Hong Kong Science Park, where
they were presented with artificial
intelligence and robotic technolo-
gies, highly technological factories,
as well as nano and cutting-edge
materials, which can be widely used
for food packaging.

Financial Intelligence Office meets global counterparts

EPRESENTATIVES of

the Financial Intelligen-
ce Office (GIF) attended the
29th Egmont Group Ple-
nary from July 3 to 7 in the
UAE, collecting and sharing
experiences with global
counterparts.

The plenary promoted
the exchange of financial
intelligence and coopera-
tion among financial inte-
lligence units in each mem-
ber region, and strengthe-
ned the ability to detect and
analyze emerging financial
crimes.

GIF representatives par-
ticipated in many sessions,
such as the Egmont Group

working group meetings,
regional group meetings,
training workshops and the
Plenary:.

A number of anti-mo-
ney laundering (AML) and
counter financing terro-
rism (CFT) topics were
discussed in the meetings.
Topics included the abuse
of non-profit organizations
for terrorist financing pur-
poses, methods of identi-
fying cyber-enabled fraud
and tracing virtual assets
as well as money launde-
ring linked to modern sla-
very. In addition, technical
assistance and solutions
were provided to members

experiencing difficulties in
collecting or sharing intelli-
gence.

The GIF stated that by
participating in these mee-
tings and training sessions,
its representatives deepe-
ned their understanding
and appreciation of the
latest information and in-
ternational trends in cur-
rent financial crimes, whi-
ch play an important role
in the effective prevention
and suppression of ML/TE

GIF representatives also
negotiated bilateral inte-
lligence exchanges with a
number of financial intelli-
gence units.

The Egmont Group is
committed to facilitating
exchanges between va-
rious financial intelligence
units and law enforcement
agencies and to providing
a secure platform for the
exchange of expertise and
financial intelligence to as-
sist in the fight against ML/
TF and related crimes.

Currently, financial in-
telligence units from more
than 160 jurisdictions are
members of the Egmont
Group. With the expecta-
tion of achieving effective
detection, prevention and
interception of serious fi-
nancial crime and money

laundering activities, GIF
has been actively partici-
pating in international con-
ferences and sharing the

latest updates and interna-
tional trends with domestic
sectors, regulators and law
enforcement agencies. AL
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Chip maker Foxconn exits a
semiconductor joint venture with
Indian mining company Vedanta

ASHOK SHARMA, NEW DELHI

LECTRONICS giant Fo-

xconn backed out of a

$19.5 billion semicon-

ductor joint venture

with Indian mining conglomera-

te Vedanta Ltd. due to “external
issues unrelated to the project.”

Hon Hai Technology, known

internationally as Foxconn, and

Vedanta Limited announced
their joint venture to manufac-

ture chips and display panels in

India in February 2022. On Mon-
day, Foxconn announced it mu-
tually agreed to part ways with
Vedanta Limited.

“This is not a negative. There
was recognition from both sides
that the project was not moving
fast enough, there were challen-
ging gaps we were not able to
smoothly overcome, as well as
external issues unrelated to the
project,” read a statement relea-
sed Tuesday from the Taiwan-
-based company.

Vedanta said it has lined up
other partners to set up India’s
first semiconductor foundry to
create the chips that are used
in mobile phones, refrigerators
and cars.

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s government gave top priori-
ty to chipmaking as part of the
country’s self-reliance policy by
offering financial incentives of
up to 50% of project costs under
a $10 billion plan for semicon-
ductor and display manufactu-

ring projects as India vies to be-
come a key player in the global
supply chain.

India’s government leaders
say they aren’t too worried about
the impact.

Minister of Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw said both com-
panies are committed to India’s
semiconductor mission, part of
the country’s Make in India pro-
gram to foster domestic develo-
pment.

Rajeev Chandrasekhar, ju-
nior minister for Electronics and
Information Technology, said
Tuesday that Foxconn’s decision
will have no impact on India’s
goals for semiconductor fabrica-
tion. “Both Foxconn and Vedan-
ta have significant investments
in India and are valued investors
who are creating jobs and grow-
th,” he said in a tweet.

Foxconn manufactures Apple
iPhones in India and plans to
expand production in the coun-
try, but it takes time to establish
semiconductor operations, the
company said.

“Foxconn first entered India
in 2006 and we are still here. The
group looks forward to growing
alongside India’s nascent se-
miconductor industry,” it said
in a statement Tuesday. The
Taiwan-based company said
it's working toward applying to
the government’s Modified Pro-
gramme for Semiconductors
and Display Fab Ecosystem and
looking for other partners and
stakeholders both within India
and abroad.

Several major investments by
U.S.-based companies in India
were announced during Modi’s
visit to Washington in June, whi-
ch included meeting with top
American and Indian executives
as the United States tries to fos-
ter cooperation with India on ar-
tificial intelligence, semiconduc-
tor production and space.

Micron Technology agreed to
build a $2.75-billion semicon-
ductor assembly and test facility
in India, with the American chip
company spending some $800
million and India financing the
rest. U.S.-based Applied Mate-
rials will launch a new semicon-
ductor center for commerciali-
zation and innovation in India,
and Lam Research, another
semiconductor manufacturing
equipment company, will start
a training program for 60,000 In-
dian engineers. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

NIKI to bring Nicole World Tour to Macau

Indonesian born singer-son-
gwriter Nicole "NIKI" Zefanyais
bringing her Nicole World Tour
to Macau. The tour will see
her perform her sophomo-
re album "Nicole" across the
globe. NIKlis appearing at The

Venetian Macao's Cotai Are-
naon September 30.

Tickets to the public will go
on-sale from 12 p.m. on July
27.

Since her breakthrough
with the EP Zephyr in 2018,

NIKI has made a powerful
imprint on the pop scene,
amassing a devoted fanba-
se and making history as the
first Indonesian artist ever to
perform at Coachella. After
delivering her debut album
MOONCHILD, the Los An-
geles-based singer-songwri-
ter "felt compelled to com-
pletely reexamine her artistic
process.”

"With this record | wasn't
trying to emulate a certain
aesthetic or vibe; | wasn't
trying to be anything but my-
self. | learned to trust my gut
and have real confidence in
myself as a songwriter and
producer, and it was so freeing
and so much more fun," she
said.

TheArsenale pop-up Flagship Store back at City of Dreams

TheArsenale pop-up Fla-
gship Store is back with 'We
Have Seen the Future' se-
ries, featuring over 20 futu-
ristic collectibles for "thrill-
-seekers looking to conquer
the land, sea and sky with
cutting-edge technology in
ultra-luxurious style, immer-
sing into the intersection of

speed aesthetics and exci-
tement.”

Clarence Chung, board
director of Melco Resorts
& Entertainment said: City
of Dreams is once again
pushing beyond limitation
and imagination to pre-
sent the new 5th season of
TheArsenale Flagship Store,

C guests.”

bringing another level of ex-
citement to all our valuable

TheArsenale, launched
the first exhibition in Macau
in 2019 with nearly 500,000
visitations, is returning to
this city with the theme
"We Have Seen the Future”,
highlighting the desire of
TheArsenale to innovate and
create new types of mobility
in all the sectors, including
sea, land and air, with sustai-
nability in mind.

The displayed items inclu-
de concepts of mobilities
with the latest technology
complementing  TheArse-
nale's goal to “produce less,
consume less" are showca-
sed in this exhibition.
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US-CHINA

Kerry to visit Be
talks amid eff

.S. Special Presiden-

tial Envoy for Climate

John Kerry will travel

to Beijing next week
to discuss strategies for limiting
global warming, amid a push by
the world’s two largest econo-
mies to reengage on multiple is-
sues following a sharp decline in
contacts.

Kerry'’s office said he will arrive
Sunday and depart July 19. He is
due to meet with his counterpart
Xie Zhenhua, with whom he has
established a strong working re-
lationship.

“During meetings with PRC
officials, Secretary Kerry aims to
engage with the PRC on addres-
sing the climate crisis, including
with respect to increasing im-
plementation and ambition and
promoting a successful COP28,”
Kerry’s office said in a press re-
lease, referring to China’s formal
title, the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, and the UN Climate Change
Conference scheduled to be held
in the United Arab Emirates in
November and December.

Kerry’s visit comes on the heels
of one by Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen, who appealed to Chi-
na on Saturday for cooperation
on climate change and other glo-
bal challenges and not to let disa-
greements about trade and other
irritants derail relations.

AP PHOTO

In a meeting with her Chine-
se counterpart, Vice Premier He
Lifeng, Yellen defended U.S. res-
trictions on technology exports
that rankle Beijing. She said the
two governments shouldn't let
such disagreements disrupt thri-
ving economic and financial re-
lations.

During a visit last month, U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met with Chinese President Xi
Jinping and said they agreed to

ijing

orts to revive re

“stabilize” badly deteriorated
U.S.-China ties, but America’s top
diplomat left Beijing with his big-
gest ask rebuffed: better commu-
nications between their militaries.
After meeting Xi, Blinken said
China is not ready to resume mi-
litary-to-military contacts, some-
thing the U.S. considers crucial
to avoid miscalculation and con-
flict, particularly over Taiwan.
The visits by U.S. officials are
part of efforts to revive relations

for climate
lations

that are at their lowest level in de-
cades due to disputes over trade,
technology and regional security.

Beijing broke off climate dis-
cussions with Washington last
August in retaliation for a visit
by then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
the House of Representatives to
Taiwan.

Kerry has said China needs
to step up its carbon reduction
targets that now have it hitting
peak output in 2030 and beco-

ming carbon neutral in 2060. The
country is currently the top emi-
tter of fossil fuels, owing partly to
its continued operation and bui-
lding of coal-fired power plants.

Xi’s government has resisted
pressure to rapidly phase out
coal plants, arguing that China
is still a developing nation and
should not be held to the same
climate standards as the U.S. and
other big Western economies.
MDT/AP

HUIZHONG WU,
TAIPEI, TAIWAN

HINA sent navy ships

and a large group of
warplanes, including fi-
ghter jets and bombers,
toward Taiwan over two
days, the island’s defense
ministry said yesterday,
before its annual military
exercises aimed at defen-
ding itself against a possib-
le invasion.

The Chinese People’s Li-
beration Army sent 38 war-
planes and 9 navy vessels
around Taiwan, between
6 a.m. Tuesday to 6 a.m.
yesterday. From yesterday
morning until noon time,
the military flew another
30 planes, among which
included J-10 and J-16 figh-
ters.

Of these, 32 crossed
the midline of the Taiwan
Strait, an unofficial boun-
dary that had been consi-
dered a buffer between the
island and mainland. Later
on Wednesday, another 23

planes crossed the midline.

Taiwan is scheduled to
hold the annual Han Guang
exercise later this month, in
which its military will hold
combat readiness drills
against preventing an in-
vasion. It will also conduct
the annual Wan'an exerci-
ses aimed at preparing ci-
vilians for natural disasters
and practicing evacuations
in case of an air raid.

China claims self-ruled
Taiwan as its own territory
and in recent years has
shown is displeasure at po-
litical activities in Taiwan
by stepping up the num-
ber of military planes sent
toward Taiwan. In the past
year, it has also started sen-
dingits navy vessels, as well
as drones to circle the wa-
ters near the island.

In Tuesday and Wednes-
day’s maneuvers, the PLA
flew H-6 bombers in a large
loop to the south of Taiwan,
traveling past the island be-
fore looping back towards
China’s southern coast.

AP PHOTO

China sends group of warplanes,
navy ships towards Taiwan

Its largest military drills
in recent years were in res-
ponse to former U.S. Hou-
se Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
visit to Taiwan last August.

Imib

It fired missiles over the is-
land in a significant escala-
tion and the military exer-
cises disrupted trade lanes
in the Taiwan Strait and

forced airplanes to reroute
their flights.

In April, the PLA held lar-
ge-scale combat readiness
drills in the air and waters

around Taiwan in response
to the island’s leader Tsai
Ing-wen meeting with the
current U.S. House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy. MDT/AP



AP PHOTO

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 13.07.2023

T

4 MacauDally mrsass® o

INMes

page /
=K ASIAPACIFIC

Quantum

&, U7e| BE0IAR WA

'Q QLED 8K

North Korea fires its first ICBM
in 3 months after making threat
over alleged US spy flights

HYUNG-JIN KIM &
MARI YAMAGUCHI, SEOUL

ORTH Korea fired its

first  intercontinen-

tal ballistic missile in

three months yester-
day, days after it threatened “sho-
cking” consequences to protest
what it called provocative United
States reconnaissance activity
near its territory.

Some experts say North Korea
likely launched its developmental,
road-mobile Hwasong-18 ICBM,
a type of solid-fuel weapon that
is harder to detect and intercept
than its liquid-fuel ICBMs. North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un pre-
viously called the Hwasong-18 his
most powerful nuclear weapon.

The missile, fired from North
Korea’s capital region around 10
a.m., flew about 1,000 kilome-
ters at a maximum altitude of
6,000 kilometers before landing
in waters between the Korean
Peninsula and Japan, according
to South Korean and Japanese as-
sessments. They said the missile
was launched at a high angle in
an apparent attempt to avoid nei-
ghboring countries.

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secre-

tary Hirokazu Matsuno said the
missile flew for 74 minutes — the
longest flight time recorded by
any weapon launched by North
Korea. The previous record of 71
minutes was registered during
the test flight of the liquid-fuel
Hwasong-17 ICBM last year.

South Korea’s military called
the launch “a grave provocation”
and urged North Korea to refrain
from additional launches. Mat-
suno denounced North Korea’s
repeated missile launches as
“threats to the peace and safety of
Japan, the region and internatio-
nal society.”

In a trilateral phone call, the
chief nuclear envoys of South Ko-
rea, Japan and the U.S. agreed to
sternly deal with North Korean
provocations and boost their
coordination to promote a stron-
ger international response to the
North’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams, according to Seoul’s Fo-
reign Ministry.

The launch came while South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
and Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida were attending the
NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithua-
nia. In an emergency meeting of
South Korea’s security council

convened by video in Lithuania,
Yoon warned North Korea would
face more powerful international
sanctions due to its illicit wea-
pons programs.

North Korea’s ICBM program
targets the mainland U.S, while
its shorter-range missiles are de-
signed to hit South Korea and Ja-
pan, both key American allies in
northeast Asia.

Since 2017, North Korea has
performed a slew of ICBM tests,
but some experts say the Nor-
th still has some technologies to
master to possess functioning
nuclear-armed missiles capable
of reaching major U.S. cities.

The North's ICBM test in April
was the first launch of the Hwa-
song-18. After that launch, Kim
said the missile would enhance
the North'’s counterattack capabi-
lities and ordered the expansion
of his country’s nuclear arsenal to
“constantly strike extreme unea-
siness and horror” in its rivals.

Missiles with built-in solid
propellants would be easier to
move and hide, making it diffi-
cult for opponents to detect their
launches in advance. All of North
Korea’s previous ICBM tests used
liquid fuel.

Kim Dong-yub, a professor at
the University of North Korean
Studies in Seoul, said Wednes-
day’s launch appeared to be the
North’s second flight-test of the
Hwasong-18.

Earlier this week, North Korea
released a series of statements ac-
cusing the U.S. of flying a military
spy plane close to its soil.

In a statement Monday night,
Kim’s sister and top adviser, Kim
Yo Jong, warned the United Sta-
tes of “a shocking incident” as
she claimed that the U.S. spy pla-
ne flew over the North’s eastern
exclusive economic zone eight
times earlier in the day. She clai-
med the North scrambled war-
planes to chase away the U.S.
plane.

The U.S. and South Korea dis-
missed the North's accusations
and urged it to refrain from any
acts or rhetoric that raised ani-
mosities.

“I would just say that we con-
tinue to urge (North Korea) to
refrain from escalatory actions,”
Matthew Miller, a spokesperson
for the U.S. State Department,
said Tuesday. “As a matter of in-
ternational law, (North Korea’s)
recent statements that U.S. flights

above its claimed exclusive eco-
nomic zone are unlawful are un-
founded, as high seas freedoms of
navigation and overflight apply in
such areas.”

North Korea has made nume-
rous similar accusations over U.S.
reconnaissance activities, but its
latest statements came amid hei-
ghtened animosities over North
Korea’s torrid run of weapons tes-
ts since the start of last year. Some
observers say the North wants to
use an expanded weapons arse-
nal to wrest greater concessions
in eventual diplomacy with its
rivals.

“Kim Yo Jong’s bellicose sta-
tement against U.S. surveillance
aircraft is part of a North Ko-
rean pattern of inflating external
threats to rally domestic support
and justify weapons tests,” said
Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at
Ewha University in Seoul. “Pyon-
gyang also times its shows of for-
ce to disrupt what it perceives as
diplomatic coordination against
it — in this case, South Korea and
Japan’s leaders meeting during
the NATO summit.”

Kim Dong-yub, the professor,
said Wednesday’s launch was
likely made under the North’s
previously scheduled weapons
build-up programs to hone Hwa-
song-18 technologies, rather than
a direct response to the NATO
gathering or the alleged U.S. spy
plane flight.

The Hwasong-18 is among
an array of high-tech weapons
that Kim Jong Un has vowed to
introduce to deal with what he
called escalating U.S. military
threats. Other weapons on his
wish-list are an ICBM with mul-
ti-warheads, a spy satellite and a
nuclear-powered submarine. In
late May, North Korea’s launch
of its first spy satellite ended in
failure, with a rocket carrying it
plunging to the ocean soon after
liftoff.

Some experts say North Korea
might ramp up weapons tests
around July 27, the date for the
70th anniversary of the signing of
an armistice that ended the 1950-
53 Korean War. North Korea calls
the date “the V-Day” or “the War
Victory Day.”

“Pyongyang might be manu-
facturing tensions ahead of its
Victory Day to further streng-
then solidarity domestically after
having failed its first spy satellite
launch in May, and then justi-
fying future provocations by first
unleashing a stream of threats
and harsh rhetoric about U.S. spy
planes,” said Duyeon Kim, an ad-
junct Senior Fellow with the Cen-
ter for a New American Security.

U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions ban North Korea from
engaging in any launches using
ballistic technologies. But Chi-
na and Russia, both permanent
members of the council, blocked
the U.S. and others’ attempts to
toughen U.N. sanctions on North
Korea over its recent ballistic mis-
sile tests. MDT/AP
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Raging conflict in Sudan displaces
over 3.1 million people, UN says

SAMY MAGDY, CAIRO

raging conflict in
Sudan has dri-
ven more than 3.1
million people
from their homes, including
over 700,000 who fled to
neighboring countries, the
United Nations said yester-
day, amid growing concerns
that the country is sliding
into a “full-scale civil war.”

Sudan has plunged into
chaos since mid-April when
monthslong tensions be-
tween the military and its
rival, the paramilitary Ra-
pid Support Forces, explo-
ded into open fighting in
the capital, Khartoum, and
elsewhere across the nor-
theastern African nation.

The conflict derailed Su-
danese hopes of restoring
the country’s fragile tran-
sition to democracy, which
had begun after a popular
uprising forced the mili-
tary’s removal of longtime
dictator Omar al-Bashir in
April 2019. A coup, led by
the military and RSE dis-
rupted the democratic tran-
sition in October 2021.

More than 2.4 million
people have fled their ho-
mes to safer areas inside
the country, according to
the International Organiza-
tion for Migration. Around
738,000 others crossed into
neighboring counties, the
agency said.

Egypt is hosting the lar-
gest number of those who
fled — more than 255,500
people — followed by Chad
with over 238,000 and South
Sudan with around 160,800,
the IOM said. More than
62,000 people fled to Ethio-
pia, more than 16,700 to the
Central African Republic
and around 3,000 to Libya,
it added.

More than 72% of those
displaced were from Khar-
toum and around 9% from
West Darfur province, both
places where the clashes
have largely centered, the
IOM said.

The IOM said 65% of tho-
se who fled into neighboring
countries were Sudanese
nationals and the rest were
foreigners and refugees who
were forced to return to
their home countries.

The conflict has turned
Khartoum and other urban
areas into battlefields. Mem-
bers of the paramilitary for-
ce have occupied people’s

AP PHOTO

houses and other civilian
properties since the conflict
broke out, according to re-
sidents and activists. There
have also been reports of
widespread destruction and
looting across Khartoum and
Omdurman.

The clashes have killed
more than 3,000 people and
wounded over 6,000 others,
Health Minister Haitham
Mohammed Ibrahim said
in televised comments last
month. The casualty tally is
likely much higher, accor-
ding to doctors and activis-
ts.

International and regional
efforts have so far failed to
establish a negotiated cease-
-fire and allow hu-
manitarian agen-
cies to provide su-
pport to civilians
still trapped in the
conflict. U.N. Se-
cretary-General
Antonio Guterres
warned over the
weekend that the country
was on the brink of a “full-s-
cale civil war.”

Earlier this week, a regio-
nal meeting floated the idea
of deploying troops to Su-
dan to protect civilians. The
Quartet Group, which met
Monday in the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa, called
for a summit of the Eas-
tern Africa Standby Force,
a 10-member regional bloc,
to consider the proposal.

The Quartet Group is a
sub-committee of the In-
tergovernmental Authority
on Development, an eight-
-member East African bloc.
It is headed by Kenya’s Pre-
sident William Ruto, who
called for an unconditional
ceasefire in Sudan and the
establishment of a humani-
tarian zone to help deliver
humanitarian aid.

Sudan’s military delega-
te, who was in Addis Aba-
ba, didn't attend Monday’s
meeting, accusing Ruto of
“impartiality.” The Sudane-
se government has accused
the Kenyan government of
siding with the paramilitary
force in the conflict.

Egyptis hosting
the largest number
of those who fled,
followed by Chad

Sudan’s government,
which is controlled by the
military, denounced the

proposal to deploy troops. It
said in a statement Tuesday
that any foreign forces in
Sudanese territory would be
considered as “aggressors.”

The statement also de-
cried comments by Ethio-
pia’s prime minister who
called for imposing a no-fly
zone over Sudan.

Egypt, meanwhile, is hos-

ting a meeting today with
Sudan’s neighbors aimed at
establishing “effective me-
chanisms” to help find a
peaceful settlement to the
conflict, according to the
Egyptian presidency.

The regional diploma-
cy comes as talks between
warring factions in the Sau-
di Arabian coastal city of
Jeddah repeatedly failed to
stop the fighting. The Jed-
dah talks were brokered by
Saudi Arabia and the United
States.

The U.K. government
meanwhile imposed sanc-
tions on six firms with links
with the military and the
RSE as part of international
pressure on the
warring factions to
stop fighting. The
sanctions annou-
nced Wednesday
are nearly iden-
tical to that im-
posed by the U.S.
on both sides last
month.

The British Foreign Offi-
ce said that the sanctioned
firms include Al Junaid, a
lucrative gold mining com-
pany, owned by the family
of the paramilitary force
commander Gen. Moham-
med Hamdan Dagalo. Also
sanctioned are GSK Advan-
ce Ltd and Tradive General
Trading L.L.C,, alleged front
companies controlled by
the Dagalo family. MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1993 GREEN LIGHT FOR

MANCHESTER OLYMPICS
LA

Officials in Manchester bidding to hold the
2000 Olympic Games have been told their
chances are "very, very high".

The President of the International Olympic
Committee, Juan Antonio Samaranch, was
speaking after a series of presentations in the
city's Town Hall.

He has been touring the north-west on the
day after the I0C published its report on the
technical suitability of the cities competing to
host the 2000 Games.

The report puts Sydney as clear favourite, but
gives credit to the British bid and raises doubts
over Beijing. Brasilia fell well below the standard
and many expect it to be dismissed from the
contest.

Chairman of the Manchester 2000 Olym-
pic team Bob Scott said: "We've been striving
for technical excellence and the report shows
this has been delivered. The report shows that
Manchester has a very strong bid."

Mr Samaranch and his entourage were shown
the new facilities built and construction un-
derway since their visit three years ago when
Manchester was trying for the 1996 Games.

They travelled on the Metrolink tram system,
went by helicopter to the equestrian centre at
Haydock Park and saw the north Manchester
velodrome, due for completion next year.

Earlier in the day the IOC visitors soaked up
the community support at Sandilands Infant
School in Sale and the Captain of Manchester
United, Steve Bruce, showed off the club's sil-
verware to remind them of the city's rich spor-
ting traditions.

Even the rain did not dampen Mr Samaranch's
familiar diplomacy: "Whenlfindrainina country |
think always thatis a very lucky country,” he said.

The President and his team meet the British
Prime Minister tomorrow.

The final decision about who will host the
millennium Olympic Games will be made by the
90 members of the IOC in Monte Carlo on 23
September.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Manchester failed to win the competition in
September and the Games went to Sydney.

In 1998 there were reports that IOC mem-
bers were bribed to elect Sydney as hosts, but
an investigation found the Sydney bid team
were guilty of "breaking the rules” rather than
corruption.

The Sydney Olympics was the biggest games
to date with 10,651 athletes competingin
300 events.

The games were held in Athens in 2004 and
will be staged in Beijing in 2008.

On 6 July 2005 London was named as the
host nation for the 2012 Olympic games after
beating off tough competition from Paris.
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FOSSILIZED SKELETONS OF AERIAL AND AQUATIC
PREDATORS TO BE AUCTIONED BY SOTHEBY'S

KAREN MATTHEWS, NEW YORK

HE fossilized skeletons of an

aerial predator with a 20-foot
wingspan and an aquatic repti-
le with a snake-like neck will be
auctioned in New York this mon-
th, Sotheby’s announced yester-
day (Macau time).

The two creatures, both tens
of millions of years old, will be
sold July 26 in the latest sale of
prehistoric fossils from the auc-
tion house that launched a new
era of fossil auctions by selling a
Tyrannosaurus rex named Sue in
1997.

“More than 25 years since the
groundbreaking sale of Sue the T.
rex at Sotheby’s, we are very exci-
ted to now turn our attention to
its predatory peers of the sky and
the sea,” Cassandra Hatton, So-
theby’s head of science and po-
pular culture, said.

The mounted skeletons that
will be auctioned this month
are a pteranodon, a huge bird-
-like animal that lived about 85
million years ago, and a plesio-
saur, an 11-foot marine reptile of
the type that is thought to have
inspired the legend of the Loch
Ness monster.

AD b

AP PHOTO

The pteranodon specimen,
nicknamed Horus after the fal-
con-headed Egyptian god, was
discovered in 2002 in Kansas in
what was once an inland sea that
divided the continent of North
America during the Cretaceous
Period, Sotheby’s said.

One of the largest winged crea-
tures that ever lived, the pterano-
don flew over water and used its

long beak to fish for prey.

Almost all of the specimen’s
original fossil bones have been
preserved, Sotheby’s said.

“To get something of this size
with the level of preservation
is incredibly rare,” Hatton said.
“Generally, if you go to a mu-
seum and you find a specimen
that’s super well preserved, it’s
going to be something on the

smaller side.”

Sotheby’s is estimating that
the pteranodon will sell for $4
million to $6 million.

The 11-foot-long plesiosaur
was discovered in the 1990s in
Gloucestershire, England and is
believed to have lived about 190
million years ago.

According to Sotheby’s, many
have drawn comparisons be-

tween plesiosaurs and the Loch
Ness monster of Scottish folklo-
re, as the plesiosaur’s long neck,
small head and flippers mirror
recorded descriptions of the fab-
led monster.

Sotheby’s is calling its speci-
men Nessie. The estimated auc-
tion price is $600,000 to $800,000.

Sotheby’s has not identified the
seller of either fossil. MDT/AP
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ARLOS Alcaraz needs

to beat old pal Holger

Rune to stay on course

for a potential Wim-
bledon showdown with Novak
Djokovic.

No. 1 Alcaraz and No. 6 Rune
squares off today (Macau time)
on Centre Court for a spot in the
semifinals.

They go way back — OK, not
that far back, they’re both just
20, after all. Rune is six days older
than the Spaniard. It’s the first
time since 2004 that more than
one player under 21 has reached
the quarterfinals at the All En-
gland Club.

Rune, who is from Denmark,
lost in the first round last year in
his Wimbledon debut. He’s been
a two-time quarterfinalist at the
French Open.

They are 1-1 head to head.
Rune acknowledged that he
peeked ahead to this matchup
when the draw came out. He re-
called a time playing doubles
with Alcaraz as kids.

“It’s funny ... because obviously
we're two singles players, I would
call us,” Rune said. “When a sin-
gles player plays doubles, they
want to cover the court by them-
selves. We both try and did that
a little bit, which is fun. Again, it
was good, because he’s amazing.

“Hopefully we can do it again,
but now were going to battle
against each other.”

No. 3 Daniil Medvedev says he

AP PHOTO

WIMBLEDON 2023

Carlos Alcaraz faces old pal Hol?er
Rune for a spot in the semifinals

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz

loves playing on Court No. 1 —
and that’s where he’ll face Chris
Eubanks, a big-serving American
making his Wimbledon debut at
age 27, in the other men’s quar-
terfinal.

First up on Centre Court will
be defending champion Elena

Rybakina and No. 6 Ons Jabeur in
the quarterfinals. It’s a rematch of
last year’s final, which Rybakina
won in three sets for her first and
— so far — only Grand Slam title.

No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka will
face No. 25 Madison Keys in the
day’s other women’s quarterfinal.

WHAT WERE TUESDAY’S
OTHER RESULTS?

Seven-time champion Novak
Djokovic reached his 46th Grand
Slam semifinal — tying Roger Fe-
derer’s men’s record — with a 4-6,
6-1, 6-4, 6-3 victory over Andrey
Rublev. Eighth-seeded Jannik

Sinner beat Roman Safiullin 6-4,
3-6, 6-2, 6-2 in the quarterfinals.
Wild-card entry Elina Svitolina
reached the semifinals by beating
No. 1 Iga Swiatek 7-5, 6-7 (5), 6-2.
Marketa Vondrousova defeated
fourth-seeded Jessica Pegula 6-4,
2-6, 6-4. MDT/AP
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

SOLOMON ISLANDS
RESISTS WEST'S
ARM-TWISTING

Since establishing diplomatic ties with Beijing
in 2019, the Solomon Islands has been under
constant pressure from the “charm offensives”
of some Western countries, particularly the
United States and Australia, which are trying
to disrupt relations between the Pacific islands
country and Beijing. These disruptive efforts
have intensified since Honiara signed a security
pact with Beijing in April last year.

As President Xi Jinping pointed out in his
meeting with visiting Solomon Islands Prime
Minister Manasseh Sogavare on Monday, the
friendly ties between the two countries have
become a pacesetter for relations between Chi-
na and other countries in the region despite the
relatively late start.

Sogavare, who opened his country’s embas-
sy in Beijing on Tuesday and will visit the pro-
vincial economic powerhouses of Jiangsu and
Guangdongduringtherestofhis seven-day trip,
has shown both determination and courage to
stand up to the West's arm-twisting. He signed a
new deal with Beijing on deepening police coo-
peration, as one of the nine documents signed
on Monday in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People,
following talks with Premier Li Qiang.

That came despite Australia trying to reinfor-
ce its position as the Solomon Islands’ main
security partner. Last week, Australian Deputy
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Richard
Marles confirmed that Australia is pushing
to keep a security presence in the Solomon
Islands beyond the 2023 deadline agreed by
both countries last year and announced a $25
million assistance package for the Solomon
Islands’ elections next year. The United States,
on its part, concerned about Beijing’s growing
influence and presence in the region, reopened
its embassy in the Solomon Islands after mo-
thballing it for 30 years. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken hailed the move as “underli-
ning the strength of our commitment to our
bilateral relations, the people of the Solomon
Islands, and our partnerships in the Indo-Paci-
fic region”. It has promised finance to help the
Solomon Islands create jobs and boost its resi-
lience against climate change.

Nonetheless, China and the Solomon Islands
agreed on Monday to establish a comprehensi-
ve strategic partnership of mutual respect and
common development. Cooperation between
China and the Solomon Islands has taken big
strides over the pastyears, and it is set to further
advance as Beijing has pledged to align the Belt
and Road Initiative with the Solomon Islands’
National Development Strategy 2016-35 and
boost pragmatic cooperation in all fields. The
Solomon Islands, like the other Pacific island
countries, which are among the world’s least
developed countries, is facing a lot of challen-
ges. And like other countries in the region, it is
also vulnerable to climate change.

Beijing has repeatedly said the Pacific Ocean
is big enough for cooperation between China
and the US. High-ranking US officials have also
said the world is big enough for both the US
and China. The US and its allies should view
China’s cooperation with Pacific island coun-
tries through an objective, unbiased lens, rather
than turning the region into a venue for major-
-country competition. That will only trap the
Solomon Islands and the other Pacific island
countries in a living nightmare.

A crane hoisted massive oak trusses from a barge and onto Notre
Dame Cathedral in a spectacular operation to rebuild the fire-rava-
ged monument and bring it back to life by December 2024.

“I think it's a magical moment for a lot of Parisians this morning,”
said Transport Minister Clement Beaune, noting that the Seine will
be at the center of the Paris Olympics in 2024.

Gen. Jean-Louis Georgelin, appointed by French President Emma-
nuel Macron to oversee Notre Dame’s reconstruction, said that even
the heavy traffic expected during the summer Games won't stop
work on the world-renowned cathedral.

Notre Dame, which overlooks the historic core of Paris from an is-
land on the Seine, was consumed by flames in 2019. It was decided
to rebuild the monument using methods of yore.

Expert carpenters used medieval techniques to construct the trus-
ses, which measure 14 to 16 meters wide and 12 to 13 meters high.

Guided by ropes, the trusses were placed on the roof around
the area of the iconic spire and the two arms of the transept, the
wooden skeleton of Notre Dame. A statement said the cathedral’s
silhouette, now enmeshed in scaffolding, should emerge on the

skyline as work advances.
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Thailand’s Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai

THAI DIPLOMAT
MEETS WITH SUU KYI
IN DETENTION, SAYS
SHE WANTS TO JOIN
TALKS ON CRISIS

JIM GOMEZ & EDNA
TARIGAN, JAKARTA

HAILAND’S top di-

plomat said yesterday
that he met with ousted
Myanmar leader Aung San
Suu Kyi in detention over
the weekend and she con-
veyed her openness to en-
gage in talks to resolve the
crisis gripping her strife-
-torn nation.

Thai Foreign Minister
Don Pramudwinai is the
only government official
outside of Myanmar known
so far to have met with Suu
Kyi since she was detained
with other officials when
the army seized power from
her elected government on
Feb. 1, 2021.

He told his counterparts
in the Association of Sou-
theast Asian Nations, who
are meeting in Indonesia’s
capital, that Suu Kyi was in
good health when he met
with her for more than an
hour on Sunday.

“She encourages dialo-
gue,” Don told reporters in
Jakarta when asked what
message Suu Kyi conveyed
to him. “Obviously we're
trying to find a way to settle
with Myanmar.”

The military takeover
and the crackdown on
the armed resistance to it

plunged the country into
deadly chaos. Western and
European governments, in-
cluding the United States,
have imposed sanctions on
Myanmar’s military gover-
nment and demanded the
immediate release of Suu
Kyi and other political de-
tainees.

Nay Phone Latt, a
spokesperson for the Na-
tional Unity Government
— Myanmar’s main oppo-
sition organization, which
views itself as the country’s
legitimate government —
told The Associated Press
that the information about
the meeting between the
Thai foreign minister and
Suu Kyi raised questions,
and Myanmar’s people are
uncertain that it actually
took place..

He added that the mili-
tary junta’s attempt to try
to use the influence of Suu
Kyi at this time is indirectly
admitting that they are no
longer in a good situation
concerning the country’s
political crisis.

Suu Kyi, 78, is serving a
total of 33 years imprison-
ment after being convicted
on a raft of charges that
her supporters and rights
groups say were politically
motivated in an attempt to
discredit her and legitimize

the military’s takeover while
preventing her from retur-
ning to politics.

A legal official from
Myanmar who insisted on
anonymity for fear of being
punished by the authorities
because he is not authori-
zed to release information
about Suu Kyi’s legal pro-
ceedings told the AP that
Suu Kyi’'s lawyers on Wed-
nesday submitted appeal
arguments to the Supreme
Court on her behalf for the
five corruption cases where
she was found guilty.

The Myanmar crisis is
at the top of the agenda of
the ministerial meetings of
ASEAN, a 10-nation bloc
that includes Myanmar
and Indonesia, which is the
group’s chairman this year.

ASEAN has been under
international pressure to
address the crisis, and it
again banned Myanmar’s
generals from attending
ASEAN foreign ministerial
meetings in Jakarta after the
military government largely
ignored an emergency plan
to take steps to end the cri-
sis.

The generals responded
by accusing ASEAN of viola-
ting the bloc’s bedrock prin-
ciples of nonintervention
in each other’s domestic af-
fairs. MDT/AP
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Baltic Sea Investigators
found traces of subsea
explosives in samples
taken from a yacht that
has been one aspect of a
probe into the sabotage
of the Nord Stream gas
pipelines under the Baltic
Sealast year, European
diplomats have told

the United Nations
Security Council. They
say that the investigation
hasn't yet established
who the perpetrators
were and whether a
state was involved.
Denmark, Sweden and
Germany have been
investigating the Sept. 26
attack.

France Widespread riots
sparked by the police
killing of a teenager with
North African roots have
revealed the depth of
discontent roiling poor
neighborhoods —and
given a new platform

to the increasingly
emboldened far right. The
far right's anti-immigration
mantra is seeping through
a once ironclad political
divide betweenitand
mainstream politics. More
voices are now embracing
a hardline against
immigration for France's
social problems.

Serbia’s president

said yesterday the real
reason why the country's
intelligence chief is
facing U.S. sanctions

is his position toward
Russia and not corruption
allegations. The U.S.

on Tuesday imposed
sanctions on Aleksandar
Vulin, accusing him of
involvement inillegal
arms shipments, drug
trafficking and misuse
of public office. The
Treasury's Office of
Foreign Assets Control
said Vulin used his public
authority to help U.S.-
sanctioned Serbian
arms dealer Slobodan
Tesic move illegal arms
shipments across Serbia's
borders.



