oFr,
=
o
I
o
o
<

AP PHOTO

o
-
o
I
o
o
<

advertising@macaudailytimes.com

L8091 L8Z EGB+

il Yol kel s -

Times

Advertise with us

T d MacauDaily mrisams o | D0

FOUNDER & PUBLISHER Kowie Geldenhuys EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Paulo Coutinho

DISCOVER =

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo Good Life Starts Here E@

N.° 4290

20 Jul 2023

THURSDAY  T273"

Aty

Air Quality Moderate

MOP 8.00 1[I 1IN 101)

HKD 10.00 "2305"4271
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‘UNFAMILIARITY’ IS THE REASON FOR
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Thailand The bitter
battle to name the next
prime minister took a
major turn yesterday

as Parliament voted to
deny Pita Limjaroenrat,
whose progressive
Move Forward Party
won a surprise victory in
May's election, a second
chance to be confirmed
for the post. Pita had
assembled a coalition
of parties holding a
majority in the House
of Representatives. But
his nomination for prime
minister was defeated
in ajoint vote of the
House and Senate last
week, with conservative
military-appointed
senators mostly refusing
their support.

from the Yamuna river
yesterday reached the
outer boundary walls of
the iconic Taj Mahal and
submerged one of its
adjacent gardens after
record monsoon rains
swelled rivers across
northern India over the
last three weeks. The
flooding at the 17th-
century white marble
monument in Agra city
came as heavy floods
had killed at least 100
people in parts of
north India, swept away
houses and bridges
and resulted in deadly
landslides.

Israel Doctors held

a two-hour strike
yesterday to protest
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's plan to
overhaul the country's
judiciary. The doctors say
the plan will endanger
public health by granting
Netanyahu and his allies
greater control over the
country's healthcare
system.
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GRAND PRIX

GP TO CELEBRA

E /0

"H ANNIVERSARY WITH 11

RACING EVENTS, FOUR INTERNATIONAL ONES

acauGP (@)@ #70MacauGP @70MacauGP (f®)®)

RENATO MARQUES

HE celebration of the 70th

anniversary of the Macau
Grand Prix this November will see
some significant changes beyond
what was already expected and
previously announced. In a press
conference organized by the GP
organizing committee (MGPOC)
held yesterday afternoon, the or-
ganizers noted several important
changes, including the transfor-
mation of the most local of the
Macau races (Macau Roadsport
Challenge) into a “one make race”
with all drivers having to use either
the Toyota GR86 or the Subaru
BRZ cars, which are virtually the
same vehicle, just sold under two
different brands.

The same cars are also expec-
ted to be racing in a second event
taking place on the main weekend
of the Grand Prix (Nov. 16 to 19),
this time in a special event tit-
led “Macau GP 70th anniversary
Challenge.”

As for the event headlines, few
surprises, with the confirmation
of the expected return of the FIA
Formula 3 and Macau GT World
Cups, already announced by the
FIA in early June, which join the
also expected and confirmed by
the organizers, TCR World Tour
that will have its Grand Finale in
Macau this year, with rounds 19
and 20 taking place at the Guia
Circuit.

Completing the event headli-
nes will be the expected return

RENATO MARQUES
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to the pre-pandemic level of the
Macau Motorcycle GP which will
have this year its 55th edition. The
race should see the return of the
most famous road racing names
in the world. However local orga-
nizers have not yet divulged any
names until the racers who have
been invited have confirmed their
participation, the coordinator of
the MGPOC and president of the
Sports Bureau, Pun Weng Kun said
to the media.

The 11 racing events expected
to take place starting Nov. 11 and
continuing over six days will be-
gin on the first weekend with the
return of the Formula 4 single-
-seaters from the 2023 F4 Chinese

Championship, which is in its nin-
th season this year.

This championship will have its
last two rounds (17 and 18) in Ma-
cau and will be also an opportuni-
ty for Macau people to get to know
some new local racers who are
participating in this year’s cham-
pionship including names like the
current championship leader, Tia-
go Rodrigues, as well as Chui Ka
Kam and Cheong Man Hei.

Included also in the first
weekend will be the traditional
GBA GT Cup for GT4 specifica-
tions cars and a TCR Asia Challen-
gerace.

As for the fifth and last support
race of the first weekend, the

MGPOC said that they are still fi-
nalizing the agreements for this
event, which will be announced at
alater stage.

BUDGET GROWS TO
MOP260M, ‘BIG SIX’
CONTRIBUTE MOP120M

Growing from last year’s 180
million patacas, the budget for
this year’s event is set at 260
million patacas, Pun said, when
questioned by the media on the
topic.

The major sponsors of the
event will be the six gaming
concessionaires (big six) that
contrary to other years will all
sponsor with an equal share of
20 million patacas each.

Atyesterday’s press conferen-
ce, representatives from the six
gaming operators presented the
respective checks confirming
their sponsorship of the event.

The total contribution from
the same six companies for
last year’s GP budget was 28.5
million patacas, which means
that the contribution for this
year’s event has grown by over
421%.

LLNING AND MORE PARTNERSHIPS THIS YEAR.

AT yesterday's press conference,
the MGPOC presented a series of
new partnerships that will be added
to the main sponsors of the event.
Among them for the first time is
the LiNing (China) Sports Goods
Co. Ltd that will be supplying uni-
forms for all the GP staff.

Another company —Macau Café —
willjoin the list of sponsors via their
products.

A partnership with MacauEC
Limited will also include a series of
collaborations with international
artists to add their designs to GP
marketed products, which fans will
be able acquire as souvenirs.
BE@RBRICK Macau will also part-
ner with the event, placing some of
their pieces in "strategic” locations
inthe city, and promoting the GP.
organizers announced.

Grand Prix to expand facilities with temporary construction

RENATO MARQUES

RAND Prix (GP) orga-

nizers are aiming to
expand the current support
facilities for the local event
with the construction of a
two-story temporary buil-
ding across from the GP bui-
Iding to host, among others
facilities, a new media cen-
ter, the coordinator of the
Macau Grand Prix Organi-
zing Committee (MGPOC),
Pun Weng Kun, told the me-
dia yesterday on the sideli-
nes of the press conference

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

that announced further de-
tails on this year’s celebra-
tory edition of the GP

“This year we will have a
new initiative since the GP
building has limited space
which is not able to fit every-
thing. We aim to allocate
some space to the opposi-
te side [of the GP building]
where we usually build a
temporary pit [to have this
time] a larger, temporary
building with another level.
This new space also inclu-
des the relocation of the
media center [into the new

area] to have more space
and be able to accommo-
date all the media that have
been showing interest in the
event,” Pun said.

He added this will not be
a permanent building but
a temporary prefabricated
facility that will be used to
try to understand require-
ments and to test the sys-
tem and to promote impro-
vements in the facilities.

It is not clear for the time
being what this new facility
will look like and what it will
include. However, it certain

is that, if the media center
relocates to such a facility,
it will stop other facilities
from facing the Guia Cir-
cuit.

At the same opportunity,
Pun noted that not only will
the GP this year include two
weekends of racing, but that
the whole month of No-
vember will be dedicated to
the event with a “Fun Run”
at Guia Circuit being prepa-
red for the first weekend of
the month as well as other
promotional events, which
complement the GP.
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China to strike harder on organized
illegal border-crossing for gambling

ANTHONY LAM

N full compliance with the

central government’s policy

against cross-border gam-

bling, border control will be
tightened to curb organized ille-
gal immigration for gambling,
Zhang Ning, spokesperson of
China’s National Immigration
Administration has been cited as
saying.

According to China News,
Zhang was asked at a recent
press conference about the
country’s efforts in restraining
people from leaving the country
to conduct gambling activities.

The spokesperson admitted
that foreign and domestic cri-
minal syndicates had joined
together to transport Chinese
nationals out of the country for
gambling or telecom fraud.

She said the administration
will try to control the situation in
three areas.

First, tighter border controls
will be implemented to obstruct
channels of illegal human and
resource movements. Tactics

such as technologies, techni-
ques and human experience
will be employed to achieve re-
sults. Suspicious individuals will
be arrested upon interception.
Syndicate chiefs will be pur-
sued.

Second, domestic education
will be escalated to warn people
against gambling and swindling,
through means such as bill-
boards, placards and videos at
border checkpoints, direct text
messages, as well as announce-

ment of typical cases.

Third, a peer-report mecha-
nism will be established to en-
courage members of the public
to report on suspicious acti-
vities, in the hopes of creating
peer impacts on the prevention

of illegal gambling and other ac-
tivities.

China’s state-owned Xinhua
News Agency reported that
immigration departments na-
tionwide have led the crack-
down on crimes against national
border (frontier) control and on
cross-border criminal activities.

In the first six months of 2023,
16,000 cases of obstructing na-
tional border (frontier) control
were handled by the authorities,
with 32,000 suspects arrested.
Another 547 suspects were de-
tained in 375 drug-related cases,
with over 5 tonnes of drugs sei-
zed.

Xinhua also cited data relea-
sed by the administration as dis-
closing that around 80.3 million
of the total entries and exits were
made by mainland residents,
and 74.9 million by residents
from the two special adminis-
trative regions and Taiwan. The
number of documents issued
for travel between the mainland
and Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan jumped 15-fold year on
year to 42.8 million, it added.
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UM OFFERS OVER
30 SUMMER
PROGRAMS

The University of Macau
(UM) is offering more than
30 summer programs and
training courses this year,
including the summer camps
organised by two state key
laboratories for the first
time. The programs cover
arange of fields, such as
integrated circuits, smart
cities, biomedical science
and health sciences, and
artificial intelligence and
big data, among others.

In addition, the Centre

for Continuing Education
has offered more than 20
courses to students and
faculty members from over
20 mainland universities, the
UM said in a statement.

MOU WITH
GONGBEI
UNDERWAY

TO OPTIMIZE
SUPERVISION

OF AQUATIC
PRODUCTS’ SAFETY

The Municipal Affairs
Bureau (IAM) plans to sign
two memorandums of
understanding (MoU) with
the Gongbei Customs
District on edible aquatic
animals and chilled aquatic
products to further optimise
supervision of the food
safety of aquatic products.
The announcement was
made at the "Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Sanitary
Inspection, Animal and Plant
Inspection and Food Safety
Control Conference 2023"
in Shenzhen, which the

IAM attended. During the
conference, representatives
from the three regions had
"in-depth exchanges and
sharing of experiences [.. ],
and established cooperative
liaison mechanisms

to further enhance

existing exchanges and
cooperation.”

MAN ARRESTED
FOR EXTORTION
OVER PHONE

Alocal resident has been
arrested on suspicion of
extortion after finding a
mobile phone and asking the
owner to provide a "thank you
fee" of MOP500. According
to the Judiciary Police (RJ),
awoman in her 20s lost her
mobile phone in Taipa and
used her friend's phone to
search for it. The next day,
the 20-year-old suspect
asked for a fee after meeting
up with her in Taipa. After she
refused to give him money,
the man tried to snatch back
the phone. He admitted that
he had committed the crime
"out of greed.”

PASSPORTS OF BOTH SARS SEE HIGHER
RANKINGS IN GLOBAL INDEX

ANTHONY LAM

HE passports of both of Chi-

na’s Special Administrative
Regions (SARs) have made pro-
gress in the past year on a global
ranking.

International consultancy of
residence and citizenship Henley
& Partners issued their annual
Henley Passport Index ranking
yesterday.

The consultancy ranks pass-
ports of all jurisdictions according
to the number of destinations
their holders can access without a
prior visa. It is based on data from
the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), the trade as-
sociation for airlines in the world.

With no change in the number
of visa-free destinations — 144 —
the Macau passport is ranked 31,
four places up from last year, on

the table. The Hong Kong pass-
port, meanwhile, is a place up to
17 this year, with 170 visa-free des-
tinations, dropping a destination.

The Portuguese passport is a
place up from last year — with un-
changed visa-free destinations at
187, itis ranked 5 on the table. The
Chinese passport jumps six places
up to 63 with 80 visa-free desti-
nations. The Philippine passport
jumped from 80th to 74th place
even with a visa-free destination
short from last year’s 67 locations.

Singapore made it to the top of
the table with the same number
of visa-free destinations as in last
year. Its ranking also rose up a pla-
ce.

In addition, last year’s top pla-
ce — Japan - slid two places in
the past year, with a loss of four
visa-free destinations, from 193
to 189.

TOURISM

Visitor arrivals steady at 2.2 million in June

STAFF REPORTER

SITOR arrivals tota-

led 2.2 million in June,

recording a slight drop of

0.2% when compared to
the month prior.

Macau has recorded the
arrival of almost 12 million
visitors during the first half
of this year.

According to govern-
ment records, some 11.65
million have entered Ma-
cau between January and
June, a number that re-
presents a daily average of
over 64,000 visitors, accor-
ding to provisional data
from the tourism bureau.

Data from the Statistics
and Census Service (DSEC)

CRIME

MAN APPREHENDED FOR ALLEGED THEFT ON RUA DO CAMPO

man  has  been
pprehended on an
allegation of theft in a
footbridge elevator on
Rua do Campo.
According to the re-
ports, the Public Security
Police Force (PSP) said it
received a report from an
older adult about the loss
of property. The woman
told the police she had
lost her wallet near an
elevator at the footbridge
on Rua do Campo. She re-
ported a loss of MOP1,900
in cash and her ID docu-

shows that the June figure
represents an upsurge of
480.5% year-on-year, albeit
from a low base as another
wave of Covid-19 outbreak
occurred last year in June.

As regards the source of
visitors, the number of vi-
sitors from mainland Chi-
najumped by 329.4% year-
-on-year to 1.44 million,
with those travelling under
the Individual Visit Sche-
me (793,614) surging by
487.9%.

The tourism bureau
has attributed the good
results to their “dedicated
unreserved efforts in des-
tination marketing” with
a reliance on both online
and offline promotional

ments.

Upon receiving the re-
port, the police commen-
ced an investigation with
the help of the public
surveillance camera sys-
tem. Surveillance footage
showed a man, 40, who
also holds a mainland
travel endorsement, wan-
dering around the foo-
tbridge and the elevator,
looking at pedestrians’
personal belongings.

The police also disco-
vered that in the elevator,
the man had stolen the

measures that have been
rolled out since borders
reopened.

For the upcoming mon-
ths, the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office says it
will continue its efforts on
increasing  international
visitation after the promo-
tions held in Lisbon, Portu-
gal and Bangkok, Thailand,
in April and June and most
recently in Seoul, Korea.

In the first half of 2023,
the number of visitor arri-
vals expanded by 236.1%
year-on-year to 11,645,877;
overnight visitors
(6,067,823) and same-day
visitors (5,578,054) jumped
by 372.5% and 155.8% res-
pectively.

woman’s property with
his own backpack, worn
in front, to cover his acti-
vities.

The day following the
report, the police inter-
cepted the man at the
same location. The man,
who is alleged to be
unemployed, declined to
make any disclosure or
confession. However, the
police managed to dis-
cover that the man had
converted MOP1,900 into
RMB1,705 at a currency
exchange shop. AL




www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 20.07.2023

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page 5

®r MACAU

Secretary Cheong suggfests 'unfamiliarity’

is the reason for comp
removal of Catholics

ANTHONY LAM

T was the public’s “unfamilia-

rity” with the Coloane Catho-

lic statues project that gene-

rated complaints, Secretary
for Administration and Justice
André Cheong told a press confe-
rence Tuesday.

He was asked by the Times if
his arms of the government would
enhance future communications
with the public, following three
consecutive  post-commence-
ment project announcements.

The public expressed their dis-
satisfaction with the Municipal
Affairs Bureau’s (IAM) handling
of the three occasions, saying that
these matters, which are of public
interest, were not announced be-
fore they commenced.

On Monday, a social media
page revealed that a set of Catho-
lic statues at the Coloane end of
the Estrada do Istmo had been
removed. Social media users de-

aints on
fatues

manded an explanation from the
IAM.

Cheong said that the IAM had
always wanted to restore the sta-

tues. Communications have long
been underway with the Diocese
of Macau. He then questioned the
necessity of public consultations

for every job the IAM undertakes
in the future, hinting that gover-
nance will not be able to progress
efficiently.

“I think this incident was cau-
sed by people [being] unfamiliar
with the matter thinking the IAM
destroying the statues after seeing
a single photo,” Cheong said.
“The work of the government is
very transparent. There’s no way
to cover them.”

He added that when a bidding
process concludes, all data is avai-
lable on the IAM website.

After the abrupt elimination of
18 trees in the Fai Chi Kei district,
members of the public questio-
ned why the 1AM did not make
any pre-commencement annou-
ncements on the project to assua-
ge public worries.

On Monday evening, the IAM
assured in a statement that the
statues were relocated to a factory
for restoration “after seeing dama-
ge from previous typhoons.” The
IAM assured that the statues will
be reinstalled in the same loca-
tions under the instructions of the
Diocese of Macau.
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Cello

PABLO FERRANDEZ

] o
Roriko Tonetan]  Shoka Toya

ANACAO ORCHESTRA 2099-93
ASON CLOSING CONCERT

B

Chons
Totsuyo Tokohashd Dalsuks Obyoma  Heng Kong Phitharmanie Charus

29/07 /2023

20:00 (Saturday)

Venue: Mocoo Cultural Centre Grand Auditarium

Programme
Beethoven:

Triple Concerto for Violin, Cello and Piano in C Major,Op. 56
Symphony No. 2 in D minor, Op. 125 *Choral”

Approximately 2 hours, including one interval

i

A0

- ODL O BEETHOV

Conductor & Piano

LIO KUOKM\AN

Violin

JOSIF SPACEK

Tickets MOP 300/250/200/150

Ticket reservation
www.macauticket.com

(853) 2855 5555

0 00 MACACORCHESTRA
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Chinese livestreamers set
their sights on TikTok sales to
shoppers in the US and Europe

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

HINESE livestreamers

have set their sights

on TikTok shoppers in

the U.S. and Europe,
hawking everything from bags
and apparel to crystals with their
eyes on a potentially lucrative
market, despite uncertainties
over the platform’s future in the
U.S. and elsewhere.

In China, where livestreaming
ecommerce is forecast to reach
4.9 trillion yuan ($676 billion) by
the year’s end, popular hosts like
“Lipstick King” Austin Li rack up
tens of millions of dollars in sa-
les during a single livestream.
Many brands, including LOreal,
Nike and Louis Vuitton, have be-
gun using livestreaming to reach
more shoppers.

But the highly-competitive li-
vestreaming market in China has
led some hosts to look to Western
markets to carve out niches for
themselves.

Oreo Deng, a former English
tutor, sells jewelry to U.S. custo-
mers by livestreaming on TikTok,
delivering her sales pitches in En-
glish for about four to six hours a
day.

“I wanted to try livestreaming
on TikTok because it aligned with
my experiences as an English
tutor and my past jobs working
in cross-border e-commerce,”
Deng said.

Since 2019, western e-com-
merce platforms like Amazon
and Facebook have experimen-
ted with livestreaming e-com-
merce after seeing the success of
Chinese platforms like Alibaba’s
Tmall and Taobao, and Douyin,
TikTok’s Chinese counterpart in
China.

TikTok started testing its live
shopping feature last year. Regis-
tered merchants from the U.S.,
Indonesia, Vietnam and Singa-
pore, among other countries, can
now sell via livestreams online.

But livestreaming e-commer-
ce has yet to take off in the U.S.
The livestreaming e-commerce
market in the U.S. — the world’s
biggest consumer market — is
expected to grow to $68 billion
by 2026, according to research
and advisory firm Coresight Re-
search.

The relatively lukewarm re-
ception led Facebook to shut
down its live shopping feature
last year. As for TikTok, the plat-
form has the added risk of poten-
tially facing U.S. restrictions due
to tensions between Beijing and
Washington.

TikTok, whose parent com-
pany is Chinese technology firm
ByteDance, has been criticized
for its Chinese ties and accused
of being a national security risk
due to the data it collects.

TikTok did not provide com-
ment for this story.

Despite the scrutiny faced by
TikTok, many Chinese hosts view
the U.S. as a vast ocean of oppor-
tunity, an emerging market that
has yet to be saturated with lives-
treaming hosts.

“There’s more opportunity for
growth to target America becau-
se the competition is so fierce in
China,” said Shaun Rein, founder
and managing director of China
Market Research Group in Shan-
ghai. “Livestreaming in the U.S.

Smaller companies, including
those in China that are attemp-
ting to sell on TikTok, might lack
enough data on what customers
want in markets like the U.S, he
said. “Once they do get that figu-
red out, they’ll start to have very
good success,” Cooke said.

For some U.S. shoppers, the
livestream format is a fascinating
form of entertainment.

Freisa Weaver, a 36-year-old
who lives in Florida, stumbled on

There's more opportunity
for growth to target America
because the competitionis so

fierce in China
SHAUNREIN

FOUNDER AND MANAGING DIRECTOR
CHINAMARKET RESEARCH GROUP, SHANGHAI

is at a beginning starting point.
There’s more opportunity to grab
market share.”

Rein also said that Chinese
merchants can often price items
higher in the U.S., where custo-
mers are accustomed to paying
higher prices compared to in
China, where product margins
are often razor-thin.

“The format is going to work,
because it's been proven,” said
Jacob Cooke, CEO of e-commer-
ce consultancy WPIC.

a TikTok livestream selling crys-
tals 10 months ago. It employed
a popular tactic called a “lucky
scoop” where buyers pay a set
price to receive several random
items scooped from a large con-
tainer of crystals. TikTok earlier
this year banned this practice
from livestreams to comply with
gambling laws, although some
sellers still offer grab bags of goo-
dies which appear to be scooped
off-camera.

“ came across it scrolling

through TikTok and at first I was
entertained by the lucky scoops,”
Weaver said, describing livestrea-
ming shopping as an addictive
hobby. “Now I'm a regular buyer
in some of the live feeds on Tik-
Tok.”

“I personally enjoy the inte-
ractions with the host and the
possibility of finding something
special and unique just for me,”
she said

Her favorite channel is Meow
Crystals, an account operated by
Chinese streaming hosts that of-
ten does flash sales selling crys-
tals for as little as $2, and grab
bags of crystals from $10. TikTok
has yet to roll out its in-built sho-
pping feature on a wide scale, so
many streamers, including those
from Meow Crystals, often redi-
rect viewers to place orders on an
external website.

“The host is willing to go to
the warehouse for you and get
special items, or they remember
what you like and offer it to you
as soon as you are online,” Wea-
ver said.

Chinese livestreaming hosts
try various tactics to stand out
and build a loyal customer base.
For some, it’s personalized cus-
tomer service, while others use
quirky catchphrases and concoct
flamboyant online personalities
to keep their customers entertai-
ned.

“Every host is always experi-
menting and develops their own
tactics,” Deng, the livestream
host said, declining to share the
secrets of her own approach.

Boot camps to teach Chine-
se livestreamers how to increase
their sales have sprung up, inclu-
ding a popular one hosted by Yan
Guanghua, one of TikTok earliest
livestreamers in China.

Like Deng, Yan is a former En-
glish tutor who turned to TikTok
livestreaming after a government
crackdown on the private educa-
tion industry.

Yan started out hawking yoga
clothes, electronics and apparel
online. Finding she had a knack
for selling to customers via lives-
treaming, she at times has racked
up sales of 5,000 pounds ($6,510)
per stream selling to customers
in Britain.

Now she charges about $1,000
for two-day boot camps she
holds two or three times a mon-
th, teaching people how to sell
more on livestreams.

Yan says she has trained more
than 600 people, mostly from
China but also from the U.S. and
Africa.

Like many other TikTok lives-
treaming hosts, she hopes the
overseas livestreaming e-com-
merce market will take off like it
has in China.

“It’s hard to say what the future
of this industry is. It’s difficult to
predict,” Yan said. “But what we
know is that TikTok is the most
popular platform right now and
there is still opportunity here.”
MDT/AP
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Visitors pass by a wire fence decorated

with ribbons written with m

essages wishing forthe eunification of the two Koreas at the

Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, yesterday

North Korea silent about
its apparent detention of
the US soldier who bolted
across the border

HYUNG-JIN KIM,

KIM TONG-HYUNG,
TARA COPP & LOLITA C.
BALDOR, SEOUL

ORTH Korea

was silent about

the highly unu-

sual entry of an
American soldier across
the Koreas’ heavily fortified
border although it test-fi-
red short-range missiles
Wednesday in its latest
weapons display.

Nearly a day after the
soldier bolted into North
Korea during a tour in the
border village of Panmun-
jom, there was no word
on the fate of Private 2nd
Class Travis King, the first
known American detained
in the North in nearly five
years. The North’s missile
launched yesterday mor-
ning were seen as a pro-
test of the deployment of
a U.S. nuclear-armed sub-
marine in South Korea the
previous day and weren't
likely related to King’s bor-
der crossing.

“It's likely that North
Korea will use the soldier
for propaganda purposes
in the short term and then
as a bargaining chip in the
mid-to-long term,” said
Yang Moo-jin, president
of the University of North
Korean Studies in South
Korea.

King, 23, was a cavalry

scout with the 1st Armo-
red Division who had ser-
ved nearly two months in
a South Korean prison for
assault. He was released
on July 10 and was being
sent home Monday to Fort
Bliss, Texas, where he cou-
Id have faced additional
military discipline and dis-
charge from the service.

He was escorted as far
as customs but left the air-
port before boarding his
plane. It wasn't clear how
he spent the hours until
joining the Panmunjom
tour and running across
the border Tuesday after-
noon. The Army released
his name and limited in-
formation after King’s fa-
mily was notified. But a
number of U.S. officials
provided additional details
on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity
of the matter.

King’s mother told ABC
News she was shocked
when she heard her son
had crossed into North
Korea.

“I can't see Travis doing
anything like that,” Clau-
dine Gates, of Racine, Wis-
consin, said.

Gates said the Army
told her on Tuesday mor-
ning of his son’s entrance
to North Korea. She said
shelast heard from her son
“a few days ago,” when he
told her he would return

soon to Fort Bliss. She ad-
ded she just wants “him to
come home.”

White House press se-
cretary Karine Jean-Pierre
said that the U.S. gover-
nment was working with
North Korean counter-
parts to “resolve this inci-
dent.” The American-led
U.N. Command said Tues-
day the U.S. soldier was
believed to be in North Ko-
rean custody.

“We're closely monito-
ring and investigating the
situation,” U.S. Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin told
a Pentagon news confe-
rence, noting he was fore-
most concerned about the
troop’s well-being. “This
will develop in the next se-
veral days and hours, and
we'll keep you posted.”

It wasn't known whe-
ther and how the U.S. and
North Korea, which have
no diplomatic relations,
would hold talks. In the
past, Sweden, which has
an embassy in Pyongyang,
provided consular servi-
ces for other Americans
detained in North Korea.
But its embassy’s Swedish
diplomatic staff reportedly
haven't returned to North
Korea since the country
imposed a COVID-19 lo-
ckdown in early 2020 and
ordered out all foreigners.

Some observers say
North Korea and the U.S.

could still communica-
te via Panmunjom or the
North Korean mission at
the U.N. in New York.

Cases of Americans or
South Koreans defecting
to North Korea are rare,
though more than 30,000
North Koreans have fled
to South Korea to avoid
political oppression and
economic difficulties since
the end of the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War.

Tae Yongho, a former
minister at the North Ko-
rean Embassy in London,
said North Korea is likely
pleased to have “an oppor-
tunity to get the U.S. to lose
its face” because King’s
crossing happened on the
same day a U.S. submari-
ne arrived in South Korea.
Tae, now a South Korean
lawmaker, said North Ko-
rea won't likely return King
because he is a soldier
from a nation technically
at war with North Korea
who voluntarily surrende-
red to the North.

Panmunjom, located
inside the 248-kilometer-
-long Demilitarized Zone,
has been jointly overseen
by the U.N. Command
and North Korea since its
creation at the close of the
Korean War. Bloodshed
has occasionally occurred
there, but it has also been
avenue for diplomacy and
tourism. MDT/AP

GREAT
TIMES

Exquisite Cantonese Flavors
with a Creative Twist

ELIVE the charm of traditional Cantonese deli-

cacies with a modern interpretation. With over
30 years of culinary experience, Chef Tam Yim Chan,
Executive Sous Chef of MGM COTAI who helming
Chiin restaurant is renowned for his traditional and
innovative Cantonese creations. As part of the recent
Star Chefs Discovery Journey gastronomic event, Chef
Tam is bringing two handcrafted nostalgic flavors with
a creative twist exclusively to Chiin at MGM COTALI for
a limited time.

The Pan-fried Fish Maw with Conpoy, Bean Sprout,
and Egg, is a culinary masterpiece highlighting
Chef Tam’s impeccable skill of utilizing “Wok Chi”,
the essence of Cantonese cuisine. The dish features
scrambled egg shaped like osmanthus flowers, pan-
fried to a lustrous golden hue. The interplay between
the aroma of eggs and the tantalizing texture of the
fish maw creates a delectable and refined experience,
showcasing the artistry of precise temperature and
time control, offering both visual and gustatory
pleasure.

The Steamed Mud Crab with Huadiao Wine features
the finest seasonal mud crab from the Pearl River
Delta Region. Chef Tam handpicks the crab meat and
extracts the roe, steamed with 20-year-aged ‘Nu Er
Hong’ rice wine to elevate and accentuate the natural
sweetness and umami flavors. The homemade glass
noodles infused with red dragon fruit juice absorb
all of the rice wine crab broth, making it a subtle and
unforgettable delicacy.

The special delicacies are available only until August
31. Don’t miss the chance to savor the exquisite
Cantonese flavors. Book now at (853) 8806 2388.
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PUTIN'S WAR

Russia launches intense
nighttime attacks across
Ukraine, targeting the
southern port city of Odesa

HANNA ARHIROVA,

KYIV, UKRAINE
ISSILES and
drones laun-
ched by Russia
in an intense

series of nation-wide nighti-
me air attacks have damaged
critical port infrastructure in
southern Ukraine, including
grain and oil terminals, and
wounded at least 12 people,
Ukrainian officials said yes-
terday.

The air raid targeted the
southern port city of Odesa
for a second night in a row,
days after Russian President
Vladimir Putin said that
Moscow would halt its par-
ticipation in the Black Sea
Grain Initiative, which ena-
bled crucial grain exports to
reach the world, including
many countries facing the
threat of hunger.

Meanwhile, Russian
emergency officials in Cri-
mea said that more than
2,200 people were evacuated
from four villages because of
a fire at a military facility. The
fire also caused the closure
of an important highway, ac-
cording to Sergey Aksyonov,
the Russia-appointed head
of the peninsula, which was
annexed in 2014.

He didn't specify a cau-
se for the fire at the facility
in Kirovsky district, which
came two days after an atta-
ck on a bridge linking Russia
to Crimea that the Kremlin
has blamed on Ukraine.

“A difficult night of air atta-
cks for all of Ukraine,” Serhii
Popko, head of the Kyiv City
Military Administration, said
in a statement on Telegram.
Ukrainian authorities repor-
ted more drones and missi-
les sent against more parts of
Ukraine than in recent days.

Popko said the attacks
were especially fierce in Ode-
sa for a second consecutive
night. The Ukrainian army’s
Operational Command Sou-
th reported that at least 12
civilians sustained injuries
in the attack on the Odesa
region.

Odesa’s regional Gow.
Oleh Kiper said the attack

AP PHOTO

included “dozens of missiles
and strike drones” aimed at
the port and infrastructure
facilities. Debris from mis-
siles and drones that were
shot down fell on apartment

buildings, seaside resorts
and warehouses, sparking
fires and injuring several
people.

Russia targeted the port
and key infrastructure with
Oniks and Kh-22 missiles,
Kiper said. Grain and oil ter-
minals were hit, damaging
storage tanks, loading equi-
pment and causing a fire.
Emergency service workers
were deployed.

Wheat prices rose more
than 2.5% on Tuesday and
over 3% on Wednesday amid
the Russian attacks in Ode-
sa, which is a key hub for
exporting grain to the world,
illustrating jitters in global
markets just days after Mos-
cow pulled out of the grain
deal, which allowed Ukrai-
ne to ship grain to parts of
the globe where people are
going hungry.

However, Wednesday'’s
trading price of $6.91 a
bushel was still more than
85% below last year’s peak.

At least six residents of
Odesa, including a 9-year-
-old boy, have sought me-

dical assistance, because of
injuries caused by shattered
glass and other objects.

The remnants of a dow-
ned Kh-59 missile created a
large crater in another part
of the city, leaving three ci-
vilians injured and several
buildings damaged.

Eight Shahed drones were
also shot down in the wider
Odesa region, where two wa-
rehouses containing tobac-
co and fireworks were repor-
ted damaged.

Russia also attacked Kyiv
with Iranian-made Shahed
drones but with “no result,”
said Popko. Ukrainian air
defense intercepted all the
drones aimed at the capital
and a preliminary investiga-
tion showed there were no
casualties.

The attack in Odesa was
accompanied by other
strikes across Ukraine. In
the past 24 hours, at least
one person was killed and
21 other people were woun-
ded in Russian attacks. One
person died in the northeas-
tern Kharkiv region, near the
volatile Kupyansk area. In
Donestk, 10 people were in-
jured in the shelling of seven
cities, including Avdiivka,
Mariinka and Chasiv Yar.

Two people were woun-

ded in shelling in the Myko-
laiv region and one person
was injured in the Kherson
region.

In Ukraine’s Zhytomyr re-
gion, Russian drone attacks
damaged some infrastruc-
ture and private homes, ac-
cording to regional Gov. Vi-
talii Bunechko. No casualties
were reported.

Officials in the Ukrainian
regions of Poltava and Kiro-
vohrad also reported attacks.

The latest barrage came
one day after Russia carried
out what Moscow’s Defen-
se Ministry described as a
“strike of retribution” on
Ukrainian military facilities
near Odesa and the coastal
city of Mykolaiv, using sea-
-launched precision wea-
pons.

Russia blames Ukraine for
a July 17 strike on the Kerch
Bridge, which links Russia
with the Crimea, and is a key
artery for military and civi-
lian supplies.

Ukraine’s top security
agency appeared to tacitly
admit to arole in the July 17
attack, but stopped short of
directly claiming responsi-
bility, echoing their respon-
ses after previous similar
attacks on the Kerch Bridge.
MDT/AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in hlStOﬂ@
1944 HITLER SURVIVES
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT

|

Adolf Hitler has escaped death after a bomb
exploded at 1242 local time at his headquarters
in Rastenberg, East Prussia.

The German News Agency broke the news
from Hitler's headquarters, known as the "wolf's
lair", his command post for the Eastern Front.

A senior officer, Colonel Claus Schenk von
Stauffenberg, has been blamed for planting the
bomb at a meeting at which Hitler and other
senior members of the General Staff were pre-
sent.

Hitler has sustained minor burns and concus-
sion but, according to the news agency, mana-
ged to keep his appointment with Italian leader
Benito Mussolini.

Hermann Goering, Commander-in-Chief of
the Luftwaffe and Hitler's designated succes-
sor, went to see Hitler when he heard about the
attack.

The German News Agency said the German
people were deeply grateful that no serious
harm had come to their leader and that fate had
allowed him to "accomplish his great task".

"The attempt which has failed must be a war-
ning to every German to redouble his war ef-
fort," said the newsreader.

And the deputy head of the press, Helmut
Suendermann, stated: "The German people
must consider the failure of the attempt on
Hitler's life as a sign that Hitler will complete his
tasks under the protection of a divine power."

This is the third attempt on Hitler's life and
underlines the tension in Germany now faced
with a two-front war as the allies take northern
France and the Red Army close in on the Reich.

This week has seen the heaviest American
bombing of Germany since they entered the
war.

The 8th Air Force from Britain and the 15th Air
Force from ltaly sent about 5,500 heavy bom-
bers and some 4,000 fighter planes to attack oil
and aircraft stores in Germany and Austria.

The Soviet Army has made major advances on
the front line between Brest-Litovsk and Lvov -
a strategic city that is the key to capturing sou-
thern Poland.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The following day Adolf Hitler made a radio broad-
cast to the German nation detailing the failed
assassination and thanked fate for allowing him to
continue his “work".

The planned coup, known as the July plot, was led
by senior military leaders like Field Marshal Erwin
von Witzleben and General Ludwig Beck.

After Claus von Stauffenberg had placed the
briefcase under the table next to Hitler, he left the
building, heard the bomb explode and assumed
Hitler was dead.

He flew to Berlin to join Von Witzleben and Beck
and take over using the German Home Army. But
through a series of lucky circumstances Hitler was
only slightly injured, though three other people
werekilled.

Von Stauffenberg was arrested the same day and
shot. The rest of the conspirators were tried and
hanged or offered the chance to commit suicide.
Eight of those executed were hanged with piano
wire from meat-hooks and their executions filmed
and shown to senior members of the Nazi Party
and the armed forces.
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MAMMALS MAY HAVE HUNTED DOWN
DINOSAURS FOR DINNER, RARE FOSSIL SUGGESTS

MADDIE BURAKOFF,
NEW YORK

N unusual find in China su-

gests some early mammals

may have hunted dinosaur for
dinner.

The fossil shows a badgerlike
creature chomping down on a
small, beaked dinosaur, their
skeletons intertwined. The find
comes from a site known as “Chi-
nas Pompeii,” where mud and
debris from long-ago volcanoes
buried creatures in their tracks.

“It does seem like this is a
prehistoric hunt, captured in sto-
ne, like a freeze frame,” University
of Edinburgh paleontologist Steve
Brusatte, who was not involved
with the study, said in an email.

The fossil, described Tuesday
in the journal Scientific Reports,
shows two creatures from around
125 million years ago, during the
Cretaceous period.

Even though the mammal is
much smaller, researchers think it
was attacking the dinosaur when
they both got caught in the volca-
nic flow, said study author Jordan
Mallon, a paleobiologist at the
Canadian Museum of Nature. The
mammal is perched on the dino-
saur, its paws gripping the reptile’s
jaw and a hind limb while its teeth
plunge into the ribcage.

“I've never seen a fossil like this

AP PHOTO

before,” Mallon said.

That mammals ate dinosaur
meat had been proposed before:
another fossil showed a mammal
died with dinosaur remains in its
gut. But the new find also suggests
that mammals may have actually
preyed on dinosaurs several times
their size, and didn't just scaven-
ge ones that were already dead,
Mallon said.

“This turns the old story on its

head,” Brusatte said. “We're used
to thinking of the Age of Dinosau-
1s as a time when dinosaurs ruled
the world, and the tiny mammals
cowered in the shadows.”

The study authors acknowle-
dged that there have been some
fossil forgeries known from this
part of the world, which Mallon
said was a concern when they
started their research. But after
doing their own preparations of

the skeletons and analyzing the
rock samples, he said they were
confident that the fossil — which
was found by a farmer in 2012 —
was genuine, and would welcome
other scientists to study the fossil
as well.

The mammal in the fossil duo
is the meat-eating Repenomamus
robustus, about the size of a hou-
se cat, Mallon said. The dinosaur
— Psittacosaurus lujiatunensis —

was about as big as a medium-si-
zed dog with a parrotlike beak.

This species was a plant eater,
but other dinosaurs were meat
eaters or ate both. In the end, di-
nosaurs were probably still eating
mammals more often than the
other way around, Mallon said.

“And yet we now know that
the mammals were able to fight
back, at least at times,” he said.
MDT/AP

Archaeologists in Louisiana save artifacts 12,000
years old from natural disasters and looters

STEPHEN SMITH &
KEVIN MCGILL,
VERNON

AP PHOTO

ONG buried under the

woods of west central
Louisiana, stone tools,
spearpoints and other evi-
dence of people living in
the area as long as 12,000
years ago have become
more exposed and vulne-
rable, due to hurricanes,
flooding and looters.

This summer, archaeo-
logists have been ginger-
ly digging up the ground
at the Vernon Parish site
in the Kisatchie National
Forest. They have been
sifting through dirt to
unearth and preserve the
evidence of prehistoric
occupation of the area.

.=

Gray Tarry, bottom left, an archeological field technician for theUnivrsity of Louisiana at Lafayette, digs

on an archeological excavation site in Kisatchie National Forest, La.

ding to the Forest Service.
After hurricanes Laura
and Delta uprooted trees,
disturbing and exposing
some of the artifacts, Ki-
satchie National Forest
officials used hurricane
relief money to begin sal-
vage excavations to learn
more about the site, and
to preserve it.

“Between the looting
and the hurricane dama-
ge we were really in dan-
ger of losing this site over
time,” Forest Service ar-
chaeologist Matthew Hel-
mer said during a media
tour of the site in June.

Helmer, walked amid
areas already excavated,
pointing to changes in
soil color and texture that,
like the crude artifacts

“The site appears to
have been continuous-
ly occupied throughout
prehistory, as evidenced

by a wide range of stone
tools and pottery dating pean contact,” the U.S.
to each Native American

cultural era up to Euro-

Forest Service said in an

news release.

The site was found by
surveyors in 2003, accor-

being excavated, can give
clues as researchers work
to determine facts about
the people who occupied

the area at different times
over the millennia.

“We're really writing
the history of these peo-
ples that lived prior to
1492, all the way back
10,000-plus years,” said
Helmer.

It's a welcome oppor-
tunity for Mark Rees, a
professor of archaeology
at the University of Lou-
isiana at Lafayette and
director of the Louisiana
Public Archaeology Lab.

Still, Rees laments that
the work is hampered by
people who have made
unauthorized digs and
made off with material
from the site.

“It’s like walking into
the archive and finding a
book that’s so rare it’s one
of a kind and it preda-
tes writing itself, it’s like
tearing a page out of that
book and walking off with
it,” said Rees.

The salvaged artifacts
will be sorted, catalogued
and examined as resear-
chers at the archaeology
lab seek to make determi-
nations about past cultu-
res at the site. MDT/AP
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Women’s World Cup player payments
will be distributed by federations

IFA President Gianni In-

fantino could make no

guarantee yesterday that

the member federations
will distribute the $30,000 pay-
ments promised to every player
at the Women’s World Cup.

He said at a news conference
ahead of the tournament opener
that he’s engaging with member
federations on the issue. The
payments are made the national
federations, which are expected
to pay the players.

But there is no mechanism to
directly pay the players the mo-
ney, which could be life-chan-
ging for some.

“We are moving of course in
the right direction, we have been
consulting with associations,
with players, to try to go in the
right path,” Infantino said. “We
have issued these recommenda-
tions, but we have an association
of associations. So whatever pay-
ments we do, we will go through
the associations and then the as-
sociations will, of course, make

AP PHOTO

the relevant payments to their
own players. We are in touch
with all the associations.”

FIFA had previously confir-
med that the 732 players parti-
cipating in the World Cup will be
paid at least $30,000 each. The
paycheck rises if teams do well,
with each player for the winning

team earning $270,000.

Infantino said there are com-
plications including residency
and taxation that are best hand-
led by federations.

The payment is significant for
many players: the average annual
salary worldwide for women who
play professionally is $14,000.

FIFA's agreement means that
half of the total World Cup prize
money fund of $110 million will
be paid to the players in the 32
teams. The prize pool is more
than three times the $30 million
prize fund FIFA paid out at the
2019 Women’s World Cup in
France.

known as FIFPRO, helped push
FIFA to dedicate a percentage of
the prize money to the players
themselves. The union sent a le-
tter to FIFA in October on behalf
of players from 25 national
teams calling for more equitable
conditions and prize money.

However, the prize money
fund is still far below the $440
million paid to the men who
played in the World Cup last year
in Qatar. Infantino said the goal
is to equalize the prize money by
the 2026 men’s World Cup and
the 2027 women’s edition.

Infantino said the Women’s
World Cup is expected to gene-
rate a half-billion dollars in re-
venue and the organization will
break even. For the first time,
the commercial rights for the
Women’s World Cup were sold
separately from the men’s tour-
nament.

The tournament opens Thurs-
day with both co-hosts involved.
New Zealand will play Norway in
Auckland, and Australia will take
on Ireland in Sydney. MDT/AP
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China is willing to work with Washington on reducing global
warming as long as its political demands are met, the coun-
try’s vice president told U.S. climate envoy John Kerry yester-

day.

The official Xinhua News Agency quoted Vice President Han
Zheng as telling Kerry that addressing climate change was “an
important aspect of China-U.S. cooperation,” but was predi-
cated on mutual respect. He said it must proceed “on the basis
of U.S. attendance to core issues that concern both parties,

fully engaging and exchanging ideas.”

During this week’s visit, Kerry has told China’s top diplomat
Wang Yi that President Joe Biden’s administration is “very
committed” to stabilizing relations between the world’s two
biggest economies as they seek to restart high-level contacts.

Ties between the countries have hit a historic low amid dis-
putes over tariffs, access to technology, human rights, China’s
territorial claims in the South China Sea and threats against

self-governing Taiwan.

CRITICAL STAGE FOR
BUILDING A BEAUTIFUL
CHINA CALLS FOR
COUNTRY'S FIRM RESOLVE

While some foreigners might regard China’s in-
sistence on the construction of an “ecological ci-
vilization” as merely paying lip service to environ-
mental and ecological protection, the remarkable
changes that the country has made in that regard
over the past decade prove otherwise. Such ob-
vious changes as the disappearing of the smog
and polluted waters that previously plagued the
country represent only the most visible aspects of
the country’s efforts to build a beautiful China for
future generations and bring tangible benefits to
the Chinese people today.

Those endeavors have entailed a paradigm shift
in the country’s development model. The shift
that prioritizes the three defensive battles for a
blue sky, clear water and clean land is a painful
and ongoing process. But the gains are worth the
pain. The former extensive type of development
would have become increasingly unviable as the
environmental costs it was incurring outweighed
the economic benefits. In 2012, China’s energy
consumption per unit of gross domestic product
was 2.5 times the world average. In other words, as
a global manufacturing center, China was sacrifi-
cing its future for short-term growth.

It became increasingly clear that the country
needed to get out of what was a deceptive “com-
fort zone” before it became a frog-boiling-in-a-
-pot scenario. The consensus that it was time for
a change provided the country’s leadership with
strong national support to introduce a series of
laws, policies and practices to transform that de-
sire into concrete actions.

Itis the efficiency of the nation’s governance sys-
tem as well as the leadership’s ability to view the
bigger picture, and plan and coordinate actions
accordingly that have ensured the best solutions
are in place for the ecological protection and res-
toration from mountain tops to the seas, deserti-
fication is being checked and national parks are
being established to protect and boost the nation’s
rich biodiversity.

With ecological and environmental indicators
being included into the criteria for evaluating the
performance of local governments, and relevant
laws and regulations revised, the pursuit of green
development has become a measurable task, and
one for which the persons in charge can be held
accountable for grave mistakes, prevarication or
any other form of malpractice. Thanks to such
initiatives, the country has also made remarkab-
le progress in reducing its energy consumption,
promoting clean technology and applying green
technology.

However, as President Xi Jinping pointed out in
a meeting of the central authorities on ecological
civilization held in Beijing on Tuesday, the struc-
tural, root and trend pressures on ecological and
environmental protection have still not been fun-
damentally relieved. The construction of an eco-
logical civilization is still in a critical period. But
Xi stressed that the country never compromise
its green development because of the downward
pressure on its economy. Building a beautiful Chi-
na is integral to the goal of becoming a modern
socialist country.

Therefore, the country must double down on the
fast development of the green economy;, finance,
technology and industries, and foster the prospe-
rity of such service sectors as tourism and green
consumption, turning them into major growth
drivers.

AP PHOTO

Richard Moore, the Chief of Britain’s Secret Intelligence Service, also known as MI6

BRITAIN'S MI6 CHIEF SAYS
HIS SPIES ARE USING Al
TO DISRUPT FLOW OF
WEAPONS TO RUSSIA

JILL LAWLESS, PRAGUE

RITISH spies are alrea-

dy using artificial intelli-
gence to hamper the supply
of weapons to Russia, the
head of Britain’s MI6 agen-
cy said yesterday, predicting
that Western spies will in-
creasingly have to focus on
tracking the malign use of Al
by hostile states.

In a speech that depicted
machine learning as both a
huge potential asset and a
major threat, Richard Moo-
re said his staff at Britain's
foreign intelligence agency
“are combining their skills
with Al and bulk data to
identify and disrupt the flow
of weapons to Russia for use
against Ukraine.”

Calling China the “single
most important strategic
focus” for his agency, Moo-
re said, “we will increasingly
be tasked with obtaining
intelligence on how hostile
states are using Al in dama-
ging, reckless and unethical
ways.”

Moore, who has previou-
sly warned that the West was
falling behind rivals in the Al
race, said his service “toge-
ther with our allies, intends
to win the race to master the
ethical and safe use of AL”

But he said Al would not
replace the need for hu-
man spies, arguing that the
“human factor” will remain
crucial in an era of rapidly
evolving machine learning.

“As Al trawls the ocean of
open source, there will be

even greater value in lan-
ding, with a well-cast fly, the
secrets that lie beyond the
reach of its nets,” he said.

He argued that “the uni-
que characteristics of hu-
man agents in the right pla-
ces will become still more
significant,”  highlighting
spies’ ability to “influence
decisions inside a govern-
ment or terrorist group.”

Moore also told an au-
dience at the British am-
bassador’s residence in Pra-
gue that Russias military
campaign in Ukraine had
run out of steam and “there
appears to be little prospect
of the Russian forces re-
gaining momentum.”

He said Ukraine’s coun-
teroffensive was proving “a
hard grind,” but he was op-
timistic it would succeed.

Moore said the govern-
ment of President Vladimir
Putin was beset by “vena-
lity, infighting and callous
incompetence” and the
mutiny by Wagner Group
mercenary leader Yevgeny
Prigozhin had “exposed the
inexorable decay of the uns-
table autocracy over which
Putin presides.”

He accused Russia of
using Wagner as a tool of
imperialism in Africa, offe-
ring leaders in the Central
African Republic, Mali and
other countries a “Faustian
pact” of protection in return
for handing over mineral
wealth to Russia.

Moore also called outIran
for fueling further conflict in

Ukraine by supplying Russia
with drones and other wea-
pons —a policy he said “has
provoked internal quarrels
at the highest level of the re-
gime in Tehran.”

Speaking publicly about
spycraft is still something
of a novelty for Britain's
intelligence services. The
government refused even
to confirm the existence of
MI6 until 1992, and public
speeches by its leaders are
infrequent.

Moore chose to give yes-
terday’s address in the Cze-
ch capital, home of the 1968
“Prague Spring” freedom
movement that was crushed
by Soviet tanks.

Moore’s only other pu-
blic speech since becoming
head of the Secret Intelligen-
ce Service, or MI6, almost
three years ago also touched
on the power and threat po-
sed by Al In the November
2021 address, he accused
the West of being slow to re-
ckon with AI's disruptive im-
pact and of lagging behind
adversaries who are “pou-
ring money and ambition”
into Al and other cutting-e-
dge technologies.

In that speech, he said
China was the agency’s “sin-
gle greatest priority” and
said Britain and its allies
“must stand up to and deter
Russian activity which con-
travenes the international
rules-based system.”

Three months later,
Russia invaded Ukraine.
MDT/AP
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Russia The upper house
of parliament yesterday
unanimously approved

a bill outlawing gender-
affirming procedures,
sending the measure to
President Vladimir Putin
to be signed into law. The
bill, which already was
approved in the lower
house, bans any "medical
interventions aimed

at changing the sex of

a person,” as well as
changing one's gender in
official documents and
public records.

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak apologized
yesterday for the
treatment of gay
veterans, saying

a previous ban on
LGBTQ+ people serving
in the U.K. military was
"an appalling failure of
the British state.” The
apology came after an
independent review
published yesterday
estimated that hundreds
of veterans were
dismissed or suffered
under an official ban on
homosexuality in the
British armed forces
that was enforced until
2000.

South Africa Vladimir
Putin has agreed not
to attend an economic
summit in Johannesburg
next month after being
asked to stay away by
host country South
Africa, which was facing
a major legal quandary
over whether to arrest
the Russian president
on an International
Criminal Court warrant.
The August summit
brings together Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa — a bloc of
developing economies
known as BRICS.
Officials have said that
Putin wants to attend
the gathering but have
been trying to persuade
him to stay away to avoid
the legal and diplomatic
fallout.



