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THE LOCAL TOURISM BUREAU HAS
PLANNED AN ARRAY OF MAJOR EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES TO TAKE PLACE IN
THE LATTER HALF OF 2023
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OVER MOP130,000 LOCAL TRANSACTIONS
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North Korea fired several
cruise missiles toward its
western sea Saturday,
South Korea's military said,
marking the second launch
event this week, apparently
in protest of the docking
of anuclear-armed U.S.
submarine in South Korea.
While adding to its barrage
of missile launches in
recent months, North
Korea remained publicly
silent for a fifth day on the
fate of an American soldier
who bolted into the North
across the heavily armed
Korean border this week.

India’s Thousands of
people, mostly women,
held a massive sit-inin
India’s violence-wracked
northeastern state of
Manipur on Saturday to
demand the immediate
arrest of anyone who took
partin the harrowing May
assault of two women
who were paraded around
naked and molested by
amobinan attack that
was caught onvideo. The
leaders of religious and
women's groups addressed
the nearly 15,000
protesters, who also called
for the firing of Biren Singh,
the top elected official
inthe state where more
than 130 people have
beenkilled since violence
between two dominant
ethnic groups eruptedin
early May.

Russia came under
pressure at the United
Nations Security Council
last week from its ally China
and developing countries
as well as Western nations
to avert a global food

crisis and quickly revive
Ukrainian grain shipments.
Moscow was also criticized
by the U.N. and council
members for attacking
Ukrainian ports after
pulling out of the year-old
grain deal and destroying
portinfrastructure —a
violation of international
humanitarian law banning
attacks on civilian
infrastructure.

More on backpage

An online petition calling for

the construction withdrawal at

Hac-Sa Reservoir has collected
over 8,600 signatures as society
does not buy in overhaul

MATCH OF LEGENDS
PACQUIAO
TO FACE
MUAY THAI
ICON
BUAKAW
IN MACAU
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MINIMUM WAGE ADJUSTMENT
MANAGEMENT
SIDE HOPES
FOR ‘MINIMAL
IMPACT’
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MANAGEMENT SIDE HOPES FOR
‘MINIMAL IMPACT AMID DISCUSSION
ON MINIMUM WAGE ADJUSTMENTS

ANTHONY LAM

S the review on minimum

wage commences, the ma-
nagement side of the debate is
hoping for “the smallest burden
and impact,” despite “unprece-
dented support” for the gover-
nment.

Over the weekend, the Stan-
ding Committee for Social
Coordination held a meeting to
discuss this issue.

At the meeting, Wong Chi
Hong, director of the Labour
Affairs Bureau (DSAL), dis-
closed that the government is
considering increasing the mi-
nimum wage from the current
amount of MOP32 per hour to
an amount between MOP34
and MOP36. When questioned
by the press, he said that there
is no deadline for the review.
Nonetheless, he emphasized
that the bureau would strive to
conclude the work “as soon as
possible.”

Wong Kuok Seng, deputy
executive director of Macao
Chamber of Commerce and
the management representati-
ve at the committee, emphasi-
zed the hardship of employers,
amid expressing this hope.

He stressed that in the past
three years, a number of busi-
nesses had to “survive on loans,
although they stayed grateful to
the government.” He also bla-
med the “change of consump-
tion habits” for the hardship.
“Recently, many residents have
been inclined to spend outside
Macau during weekends and
holidays,” Wong said, adding
that businesses in residential
areas have not benefitted much
from the economic recovery.

The businessman said there
will be ripple effects from the
minimum wage adjustment
that will push other salaries and
operational costs up. Inflation
will also intensify, he added.
“This will weaken competiti-
veness of our tourism, service
and manufacturing industries,”
Wong said.

The businessman reitera-
ted that whatever the amount
will eventually be, the business
sector will support the govern-
ment’s decision.
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Meanwhile, Fong Ka Fai, a la-
bor representative on the com-
mittee as vice president of the
city’s main trade union — Ma-
cao Federation of Trade Unions
— welcomed the government’s
proposal to review the minimal
wage.

Fong hopes that after re-
viewing the minimum wage,
“laborers will have improved
protection.” Echoing the ma-
nagement side, Fong said that
the labor side will accept wha-
tever amount will be passed at
the end.

As the government proposes
a possible range for the mini-
mum wage, Fong was asked if
the labor side will accept the
updated amount at the lower
end of the range, to which the
trade unionist answered in the
affirmative.

Pursuant to the law, mini-
mum wage should be reviewed
every two years. However, this
review was only triggered three
years after the previous imple-
mentation, which was also the

Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

i

system’s first implementation.

Explaining

this  review,

Fong hopes that future review
can be more frequent, and is
calling for a dedicated commit-
tee to be established to provide
better support.

DSAL's Wong disclosed that this
review was commenced late
last year, with the bureau re-
viewing data from Nov 1, 2020
to Oct. 31, 2022.

WOMAN
INJURED
BY FALLING
METAL BAR

T around 11 a.m. yesterday, a

Vietnamese woman was inju-
red in the NAPE district when she
was struck by a metal bar that had
fallen from a height, the Public
Security Police Force (PSP) disclo-
sed.

The victim is a migrant worker
aged 52 years. She was conscious
when taken to the public hospital
and was later diagnosed with skull
fractures.

The incident involved the Judi-
ciary Police (P]), the Fire Services
Bureau (CB) and the PSP It ha-
ppened on Rua de Nagasaki.

Police officers approached a
resident in the building where the
incident took place. The resident
confessed that they were chan-
ging their clothes hanger and ac-
cidentally dropped the metal bar
from the apartment.

The police emphasized that in-
vestigations are still on-going.

In Macau, perpetrators who
cause objects to fall from a hei-
ght are subject to a MOP600 fine
when they cause no injury or fata-
lity, pursuant to the General Regu-
lations Governing Public Places.

Should injury or fatality occur,
police will intervene and com-
mence an investigation. Violators
may also be subject to civil or cri-
minal penalties.

Two months ago, a woman was
arrested twice on allegations of
dropping objects from a height
over two days. That incident did
not cause any injury. AL

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

RABIES IN COLOANE

Dear Editor,

This letter is to call your attention
to the issue of the exploding popu-
lation of wild dogs and the packs
now roaming the hills in Coloane.

Whilst this problem may be seen
as a growing inconvenience, it is a
time bomb with the potential to af-
fect the entire economy of Macau.
If a single case of Rabies found its
way into the canine population, not
only would the government have a
major health disaster on its hands,
but it’s quite possible that all domes-
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ticated dogs would also have to be
destroyed.

The wild dogs currently roam and
breed freely on the hills of Coloa-
ne, and walking a domestic dog on
the trail is now a dangerous activity.
I have twice been attacked by pa-
cks of dogs whilst walking my own
small dog, and was lucky enough to
be able to fend of the attack. Howe-
ver, there will come a time when a
child or less physically able adult
will be injured in such an attack, it’s
only a question of when.

The problem is spiraling out of

control, and in other areas of po-
tential health threats the govern-
ment continues to take the safety of
its citizens very seriously. Why the
threat of potential Rabies outbreak
and it’s consequences for Macau
has not been addressed remains a
mystery, but nevertheless I ask that
it be weighed up and acted upon
by the authorities before we have
a major health issue on our hands
again.
Thank you.

A concerned citizen
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PROJECT HAC-SA COMPOSITE CPI

Petition on suspending
Hac-Sa Kun lam statue

surpasses 8,000 signatures

ANTHONY LAM

N online petition calling
for the withdrawal of
construction at Hac-Sa
eservoir has collected
over 8,600 signatures in three days.
Initiated by the Association of
Synergy of Macao, the petition was
on-going as of press time yester-
day. Addressed directly to the Chief
Executive, the petition demands
suspension of the proposed inau-
guration of a Kun Iam statue at the
reservoir, retention of the barbe-
cue stoves and grass skiing range
there, as well as an explanation of
the budget that soared from the
initially proposed MOP230 million
to MOP1.6 billion. The statue itself
will cost MOP42 million.
Comparing the cost of the pro-
ject with regular government so-
cial spending, the government has
allocated less than MOP1 billion
for fire services, public health and
hygiene, as well as meteorological
and geophysical services respec-
tively, according to the Public Bu-
dget for 2023. Meanwhile, about
MOP6.19 billion has been allotted
for medical services. The city’s civil
protection system that helps pro-
tect against natural hazards has
MOP36 million allocated to ensure
people’s safety this year.
The petition initiator, whose
management involved lawmaker

Ron Lam, has been questioning
the direct designation of the Kun
Jam statue project to a company
in Guangzhou as early as in April.
Secretary for Administration and
Justice André Cheong, in respon-
se to press questions at the Jul.18
press conference announcing the
project, emphasized that the sta-
tue is designed and will be sculpted

by a “nationally accredited master
sculptor,” which in his opinion ex-
plained the mode of tender assign-
ment and the price tag.

The association also questioned
why there was no advance public
announcement on the ground-
-breaking or the commencement
of construction. It cited members
of the public as saying that half of

SOCIETY DOES NOT BUY IN

OVERHAUL OF HAC-SA

OCIAL commentators and social media users

have spoken up against the project at Hac-Sa, lo-
cal media have reported.

Overhauling a natural area of such scale with ex-
tensive use of concrete may negatively impact nature
and ecology, urban planner Lam Iek Chit has told lo-
cal media outlet Macao Daily News.

His worries are based on the breadth and depth of
the project, as he predicts that the ground at Hac-Sa
will be dug deep to facilitate the project, as he believes
high-rise will not be permitted in the neighborhood.

Meanwhile, he could not ascertain the scale of the
architectures to be built at Hac-Sa. Expecting adven-
ture facilities to not be too expensive, he compared
public projects with similar price tag — the new Cen-
tral Library designs for Nam Van and for Tap Seac —
and worries that the scale of the Hac-Sa architectures
will be enormous. Lam then cited the Master Urban
Plan to explain his confusion. The plan — which is a
law — states that Hac-Sa should be reserved for roads,
plantations or parks. He wonders whether building
massive structures there is prohibited under this pro-
vision.

He also was not convinced of the link between the
planned MOP42-million Kun Iam statue and youth

activities.

Holding similar views is lawmaker Ron Lam,
who criticized the government for spending public
funds without restraint, according to local newspa-
per Shimin Daily. He also suspected the government
was using the Hac-Sa youth campsite project as a
strawman for the Kun Iam statue.

He raised that, during the policy question sessions
at the end of last year, the government reiterated that
the seven hectares of land at Hac-Sa would be used
for a youth campsite. Back then, no news was relea-
sed that the land area concerned would be expanded
and changes made. It was only revealed by hikers
who asked the lawmaker what was happening.

Then, the lawmaker questioned why the gover-
nment had decided to eliminate the barbecue area
and grass skiing range at Hac-Sa Reservoir — popular
among the public on holidays — without public con-
sultation.

The lawmaker demanded that the government
suspend the Kun Iam statue project and make further
explanations to the public.

Some took to social media to complain about the
project, questioning the need for three major Kun
Iam statues in the 33.3-square-kilometer Macau. AL

the grass skiing range had been
damaged.

In response to the Times on the
question about advance warnings,
Cheong suggested that running
public consultation on each muni-
cipal project would be unrealistic.

Members of the public also
wondered how the statue is related
to a collection of youth facilities.

Lawmaker José Pereira Couti-
nho also raised questions regar-
ding the project, mainly in the
areas of public funds disposal and
advanced public consultations, if
any.

On Jul. 21, local Macao Daily
News reported that charity orga-
nization Fuhong Society of Macau
supported the proposed inaugu-
ration of Kun Iam statue at Hac-Sa
Reservoir. The unnamed leader
of the organization identified the
future statue as “a new tourists’
attraction that will lead cultural
tourism and multilateral develop-
ment.”

Kai Fong Association-affiliated
lawmaker Leong Hong Sai has su-
ggested the government reconsi-
der the relationship between the
future facilities and the statue, and
make delicate explanations, accor-
ding to a report by local Shimin
Daily published on Jul. 20. He ad-
ded that some Kun Iam believers
hoped the government would not
only inaugurate a statue there, but
also build religious facilities to su-
pport the statue.

Speaking to the same publi-
cation, municipal affairs advisor
Chan Pou Sam has applauded the
project’s “general perspective” and
the government’s dropping “isola-
ted planning style,” as reported on
Jul. 19.

Three Kai Fong Association
lawmakers, Ho Ion Sang, Ngan Iek
Hang and Leong suddenly made
a stand yesterday. In a statement,
they cited members of the public
as “expressing worries over the
inauguration of a Kun Iam statue
and the enhancement of facilities
at the reservoir.” They added that
the project should be reconsidered
to preserve natural harmony.

Women’s Federation's Wong
Kit Cheng and Stanley Ma, both
lawmakers, also cited public con-
cerns to support their calls for the
government to reconsider the pro-
ject. They suggest the government
suspend the current construction
at the reservoir to “listen to more
people.”

Four trade unionist lawmakers
have also suggested the govern-
ment reconsider the project.

SLIGHTLY UP IN
JUNE

The composite consumer
price index (CPI) grew
0.8% year-on-year to
104.69 in June, according
to the SAR statistics
department. The latest
report from the Statistics
and Census Service

said the increase was
attributed to higher
charges for eating out,
rising tuition fees and
wages of domestic
helpers, as well as
increases in hotel room
rates and clothing prices.
However, the rise was
partially offset by lower
rentals for dwellings

and reduced airfares. In
comparison with May,
the composite CPl rose
0.11 percentin June. For
the 12 months ending
June 2023, the average
composite CPlrose

0.93 percent from the
previous period.

THUNDERBOLT
OPERATION
CATCHES

EIGHT ILLEGAL
CURRENCY
EXCHANGE CASES

The anti-crime patrol of
the Judiciary Police (RJ)
has intercepted nine
men and women from
the mainland, 8 of whom
were suspected of illegal
currency exchange, and
one who has overstayed.
They have been referred
to the Public Security
Police for investigation.
The PJ dispatched 25
criminal investigators
Friday to inspect casinos
in various districts and
intercepted 149 people
during the operation.

55 PEOPLE
APPROVED
FOR ASSISTIVE
DEVICES
FUNDING

The Social Welfare
Bureau (IAS) has stated
that 55 people have been
granted funding since
the implementation of
the program aiming to
support the purchase
of assistive devices for
the disabled. Hearing-
impaired accounted for
approximately 60% of
the grants. More than
80 assistive devices
were subsidized, mainly
hearing aids and electric
wheelchairs. According
to the bureau, they

will consider future
development of the
program based on the
needs of locals.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CEO of Fresh Air Festi-
val, Co, who arranged this
event.

Pacquiao, 44, last fou-
ght in August 2021, in a
unanimous-decision loss
to Yordenis Ugas. Buakaw,
41, last fought in May
2023, drawing with Rukita
Anpo at Rizin 42 in Japan.

In an Instagram post,
Pacquiao said, “Thank you
with great respect to Vinij
Lertratanachai, Fresh Air
Festival. Thank you also to
Buakaw Banchamek and
his team. Special thank
you to LOL International.
Thank you to all the fans
and all the media for co-
ming out and showing
your support. This is going
to be an amazing fight.”

Pacquiao was in Ma-
cau for the Manny Pac-
quiao vs. Brandon Rios ma-
tch, billed as ‘The Clash in
Cotai’ in November 2013,

BOXING

PACQUIAO TO FIGHT MUAY THAI
LEGEND IN USD25M BOUT IN MACAU

WO boxing legends
will fight in an epic
showdown in Macau
as Thai promoters pre-
sent “The Match of Le-
gends: Manny Pacquiao vs
Buakaw Banchamek” to be
held in January next year.
The announcement was
made late last week in a
press conference. The ma-
tch between the two le-
gends will be fought under
international boxing rules,
approved by the World Bo-
xing Council (WBC), and
the winner will be awar-
ded a “‘WBC Legend Belt'.
Pacquiao is a multiple

Buakaw has a stunning
record of 240 wins; 73 of
them by knockouts.

Promotor Vinij Lertra-
tanachai revealed that the
match will comprise six
rounds of boxing, each
round lasting three mi-
nutes, with two minute
breaks in-between.

The fighters will compe-
te at 154lbs (70kg), which
is the equivalent of super
welterweight in boxing,
and junior middlewei-
ght in Muay Thai.

“We are privileged to
have Manny ‘Pacman’ Pa-
cquiao and Buakaw Ban-

CRIME

CCAC unveils customs
chief defrauded gov't
over MOP130,000

STAFF REPORTER
THE Commission
Against Corruption

(CCAC) has discovered a
chief of customs station at a
checkpoint allegedly collu-
ding with his subordinates
to fabricate attendance re-
cords in order to defraud the
government  supplemen-
tary remuneration amoun-
ting to over MOP130,000.

According to a CCAC sta-
tement, in 2022, the bureau
received a report alleging
that the chief of the customs
station at a checkpoint co-
pied his attendance card
secretly and instructed his
co-workers to punch in and
out on his behalf.

Following the investiga-
tion and review of evidence,
it was discovered that the
chief and a few customs of-
ficers at the station had se-
cretly made copies of work
passes and were colluding
with each other.

The one who first arrived
at the customs station used
the copies to punch in on
behalf of those who had not
yet arrived.

They also used the co-
pies to punch out on behalf

MDT ARCHIVE

of those who had already
left the station to create
false attendance records in
the electronic attendance
system of the Macao Cus-
toms Service, which would
then show that they arrived
and left on time.

Afterwards, the indivi-
duals, inspectors and re-
viewing officials even pro-
duced and submitted to
relevant departments the
attendance registration in-
formation, which contai-
ned their false attendance
records. This concealed
behaviour of relevant indi-
viduals who arrived late or
left early for work, and en-
sured their salaries weren’t
affected.
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During the period when
the offences were allegedly
committed, they success-
fully defrauded the gover-
nment over supplementary
remuneration amounting
to over MOP130,000.

The case involved a cus-
toms superintendent, a
customs inspector, a cus-
toms sub-inspector, a cus-
toms principal officer and
three customs officers.

The seven individuals
allegedly committed the
offences of forgery com-
mitted by public servant,
computer forgery and fraud
involving a high value. The
case has been referred to
the Public Prosecutions Of-
fice for handling.

world boxing champion
who retired with a 62-8-
2 record after winning 12
major titles in eight weight
classes.

chamek for this momen-
tous event. It is an oppor-
tunity of a lifetime that
you won't want to miss,”
said Vinji Lertratanachai,

where he won in a unani-
mousdecision, alsowinning
the vacant WBO Interna-
tional Welterweight cham-
pionship. LV

TOURISM BUREAU TO BOOST
EVENTS IN LATTER HALF OF 2023

STAFF REPORTER

HE local tourism bu-

reau has planned an
array of major events and
activities to take place in
the latter half of 2023, of-
ficials announced in the
first Plenary Meeting of
the Tourism Development
Committee (CDT).

Apart from the restart
of the Macao Interna-
tional Fireworks Display
Contest, the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office
(MGTO) will also organize
the 10th Global Tourism
Economy Forum and Li-
ght up Macao, among
other events. Three subsi-
dy programs for 2024 will
be unveiled to foster com-
munity tourism develop-
ment, MGTO said.

In terms of destination
marketing, MGTO will
continue to participate in
major regional and inter-
national travel fairs, whi-
le gearing up to organize
mega roadshows in Sin-
gapore and Malaysia for
international marketing.

Meanwhile, Secretary
for Economy and Finance
and Committee Chairper-
son Lei Wai Nong expres-
sed hope that the govern-
ment will keep “[collabo-
rating] with the tourism
sector in innovative ways
to bring new progress in

different tasks and inject
impetus into tourism and
economic development,
drawing more visitors
from around the world
to Macau for travel and
spending.”

During the meeting,
director of the Economic
Development Bureau of
the Guangdong-Macao
In-Depth ~ Cooperation
Zone in Henggin, Ant6nio
Lei, introduced the three-
-year action plan for the
advanced development of
the cultural and tourism
industries in the In-Depth
Cooperation Zone.Imple-
mentation rate of goals at
86%

MGTO made public
the progress of imple-
mentation of the Macau

Tourism Industry Deve-
lopment Master Plan in
2022, which shows that 76
out of 77 action plans have
commenced with relevant
tasks in progress.

Target goals are achie-
ved for 66 action plans.
The implementation rate
is 86%, up by 4 percentage
points from 2021, accor-
ding to the bureau.

Delivered in 2017, the
Master Plan formulated
clear development direc-
tions and action plans in
seven major areas, com-
mitted to actualizing in-
tegration across different
sectors such as “tourism +
e-commerce,” “tourism +
sports,” “tourism + MICE”
as well as culture and
creativity.
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TECH way of addressing risks ahead of

Amazon, Google, Meta, Microsoft
and other tech firms agree to Al
safequards set by the White House

MATT O’BRIEN & ZEKE
MILLER, WASHINGTON

RESIDENT Joe Biden

said Friday that new

commitments by Ama-

zon, Google, Meta, Mi-
crosoft and other companies that
are leading the development of
artificial intelligence technolo-
gy to meet a set of Al safeguards
brokered by his White House are
an important step toward ma-
naging the “enormous” promise
and risks posed by the technolo-
gy.

Biden announced that his ad-
ministration has secured volun-
tary commitments from seven
U.S. companies meant to ensure
that their Al products are safe be-
fore they release them. Some of
the commitments call for third-
-party oversight of the workings
of the next generation of Al sys-
tems, though they dont detail
who will audit the technology or
hold the companies accountable.

“We must be clear eyed and vi-
gilant about the threats emerging
technologies can pose,” Biden
said, adding that the companies
have a “fundamental obligation”
to ensure their products are safe.

“Social media has shown us
the harm that powerful tech-
nology can do without the right
safeguards in place,” Biden ad-
ded. “These commitments are a
promising step, but we have a lot
more work to do together.”

AP PHOTO

A surge of commercial invest-
ment in generative Al tools that
can write convincingly human-
-like text and churn out new ima-
ges and other media has brought
public fascination as well as con-
cern about their ability to trick
people and spread disinforma-
tion, among other dangers.

The four tech giants, along
with ChatGPT-maker OpenAl

and startups Anthropic and In-
flection, have committed to se-
curity testing “carried out in part
by independent experts” to guard
against major risks, such as to
biosecurity and cybersecurity,
the White House said in a state-
ment.

That testing will also examine
the potential for societal harms,
such as bias and discrimination,

and more theoretical dangers
about advanced Al systems that
could gain control of physical
systems or “self-replicate” by
making copies of themselves.

The companies have also
committed to methods for re-
porting vulnerabilities to their
systems and to using digital wa-
termarking to help distinguish
between real and Al-generated
images or audio known as deep-
fakes.

Executives from the seven
companies met behind closed
doors with Biden and other of-
ficials Friday as they pledged to
follow the standards.

“He was very firm and clear”
that he wanted the companies to
continue to be innovative, but at
the same time “felt that this nee-
ded a lot of attention,” Inflection
CEO Mustafa Suleyman said in
an interview after the White Hou-
se gathering.

“It’s a big deal to bring all the
labs together, all the companies,”
said Suleyman, whose Palo Alto,
California-based startup is the
youngest and smallest of the fir-
ms. “This is supercompetitive
and we wouldn't come together
under other circumstances.”

The companies will also publi-
cly report flaws and risks in their
technology, including effects on
fairness and bias, according to
the pledge.

The voluntary commitments
are meant to be an immediate

a longer-term push to get Con-
gress to pass laws regulating the
technology.

Some advocates for Al regu-
lations said Biden’s move is a
start but more needs to be done
to hold the companies and their
products accountable.

“A closed-door deliberation
with corporate actors resulting in
voluntary safeguards isn't enou-
gh,” said Amba Kak, executive
director of the Al Now Institute.
“We need a much more wide-
-ranging public deliberation, and
that’s going to bring up issues
that companies almost certainly
won't voluntarily commit to be-
cause it would lead to substan-
tively different results, ones that
may more directly impact their
business models.”

While voluntary, agreeing to
submit to “ red team” tests that
poke at their Al systems is not an
easy promise, said Suleyman.

“The commitmentwe've made
to have red-teamers basically try
to break our models, identify
weaknesses and then share tho-
se methods with the other large
language model developers is a
pretty significant commitment,”
Suleyman said.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., has said he will
introduce legislation to regulate
Al and is working closely with the
Biden administration “and our
bipartisan colleagues” to build
upon the pledges made Friday.

A number of technology exe-
cutives have called for regula-
tion, and several attended an
earlier White House summit in
May.

Microsoft President Brad Smi-
th said in a blog post Friday that
his company is making some
commitments that go beyond
the White House pledge, inclu-
ding support for regulation that
would create a “licensing regi-
me for highly capable models.”
MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Galaxy launches U-LEAD internship platform

- P
MEGEG

Marking its 4th consecu-
tive year of support for the
Internship  Career Expe-
rience Program organized
by the Labor Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) of the SAR govern-
ment, this year Galaxy En-

J_ﬁ" Mg K g
ey Enteryyine .

ent Groy

tertainment Group

(GRG)
launched the U-LEAD Gra-
duate Internship Program
that incorporates new MICE
opportunities on the basis
of providing a broader inter-
nship platform for local high

potentials.

GEG also arranged MICE
facilities' guided tours for
nearly 50 lecturers and stu-
dents of the "Vocational
Training Program with Sub-
sidy — 12th Edition of MICE
Assistant Training Course”
that was jointly organized
by DSAL and the School of
Liberal Arts of Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology, according to a state-
ment issued by the gaming
operator.

Recently, GEG organized
U-LEAD Open Day and Ca-
reer Day for fresh graduates
from local tertiary education
institutions to enhance their
interests and knowledge of
the MICE industry.

Nova Mall collaborates with local artist to present art installations

In the theme of igniting
happiness through vibrant
arts and creativities, Nova
Mall is collaborating with

local artist, Nono Leong,
to present the Dopamine
Garden.

Locatedin the Atrium, the

Dopamine Garden features
colorful dopamine-themed
art installations and photo
spots.

Paul Lee, general mana-
ger of NOVA Mall, said "this
summer, Nova Mall creates a
series of Dopamine Garden
workshops for every custo-
mer to immerse oneself in
the world of joyful arts. The-
se workshops inspire custo-
mers especially children to
unleash their creativity and
imagination to produce uni-
que vibrant artworks."

Until August 3, Nova Mallis
also launching Dopamine
Shopping Privileges, giving
out various Dopamine Gar-
den Workshop Experiences
and shopping vouchers.
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US navy secretary says Australian
multination military exercise
demonstrates unity to China

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

.S. Navy Secretary

Carlos Del Toro said

Friday that the major

multination military
training exercise launched in
Australia sends a message to Chi-
na that America’s allies are coo-
perating to defend their security
and democratic values.

Talisman Sabre began in 2005
as a biennial joint exercise be-
tween the United States and
Australia but has expanded this
year to 13 nations and more than
30,000 military personnel.

Del Toro and his Australian
counterpart, Richard Marles, wel-
comed ever-closer closer bilateral
military ties as they launched the
exercise at a Sydney naval base.

Del Toro said land, sea and air
military platforms are becoming
increasingly complicated and
allies need to exercise together to
be able to operate as a single task
force.

“The most important messa-
ge that China can take from this
exercise and anything that our
allies and partners do together is
that we are extremely tied by the
core values that exist among our
many nations together,” Del Toro
told reporters.

HONG KONG

AP PHOTO

“We are prepared to actually
operate together in defense of our
national security interests and in
defense of the core values that we
all share,” he added.

Marles said more than 800
military vehicles will cross a sin-
gle mobile wharf to be deployed
at the Queensland state coastal
town of Bowen during the two-

-week exercise.

“It’'s going to be the most sig-
nificant logistics exercise that we
will see between Australia and the
United States in Australia since
the Second World War,” Marles
said.

“All of this is actually building
muscle memory between our two
countries’ defense forces, is buil-

ding comfort and familiarity and
obviously not just between Aus-
tralia and the United States but
the other 11 countries that will be
participating,” Marles added.

Del Toro and Marles were
upbeat about progress on the so-
-called AUKUS deal under which
the United States and Britain will
provide Australia with a fleet of

Court to decide whether to ban broadcast
and distribution of protest song

Police officers stand guard outside the High Court ahead of the
hearing for an injunction to ban the 2019 protest song “Glory to
Hong Kong” in Hong Kong, Friday

submarines powered by U.S. nu-
clear technology.

The closer military rela-
tionship will be underscored on
Saturday when USS Canberra is
commissioned in Sydney. The
Independence-variant  littoral
combat ship, built by Australian
manufacturer Austal, will beco-
me the first U.S. warship to be
commissioned in a foreign port.

The original USS Canberra was
acruiser launched in 1943 named
after the Australian cruiser HMAS
Canberra that was torpedoed by
the Japanese in 1942 with a loss
of 193 lives while supporting U.S.
Marines landings on the Solo-
mon Islands. The Australian war-
ship was named for the Austra-
lian capital.

The Solomons are again a se-
curity concern for the United
States and its allies over recent
security agreements the South
Pacific nation has signed with
Beijing.

Chinese spy ships have been
shadowing Talisman Sabre exer-
cises since 2017.

Australian Army Lt. Gen. Greg
Bilton said a Chinese spy ship
had been contacted in the Coral
Sea off Australia’s northeast coast
on Thursday and was expected to
move into the exercise area.

“They’ve done this for a num-
ber of years. We're well prepared
for it,” Bilton said.

Fiji, France, Indonesia, Japan,
South Korea, New Zealand, Pa-
pua New Guinea, Tonga, Britain,
Canada and Germany are taking
part in this year’s exercise that
ends on Aug. 4. The Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand are at-
tending the exercise as observers.
MDT/AP

tially counter-productive,

he added.
The Hong Kong Jour-
nalists Association last

week said the government
agreed not to cover any
lawful journalistic activities
in relation to the song un-
der its proposed ban after

KANIS LEUNG,
HONG KONG

Hong Kong court will
and down a closely-
-watched decision over
whether to ban the broa-
dcast and distribution of
“Glory to Hong Kong,” a
protest song after the go-
vernment asked it to do so
in the name of national se-
curity.

The song was written
during the 2019 protests
and its lyrics call for demo-
cracy and liberty. But it has
been mistakenly played
at several international
sporting events instead of
China’s national anthem,
“March of the Volunteers.”
The decision is expected
next Friday.

Critics worry a ban will
further shrink the city’s
freedom of expression.

Last month, the govern-
ment sought an injunction
to target anyone who uses
the song to advocate for the
separation of Hong Kong
from China. It also wanted
to prohibit actions that use
the song to incite others to
commit secession and to
insult the national anthem,
including such acts carried
out online.

During a hearing Friday,
Judge Anthony Chan heard
arguments surrounding the
potential ban, including
the utility of the order, befo-
re reserving his judgement
until next week.

Benjamin Yu, a lawyer
who represented the go-

vernment, highlighted the
national security risks the
song could trigger and su-
ggested an order in favor
of the government would
make a material difference.

He pointed to the effecti-
veness of the injunction or-
ders handed down to pre-
vent protesters to disrupt
the operations of the air-
port and railway network at
the height of the 2019 mo-
vement.

But lawyer Abraham
Chan, who provided argu-
ments to assist the court
but not representing anyo-
ne in the case, said the na-
tional security law already
existed, questioning why
a civil order would work
more effectively. Imposing
the ban could be poten-

accepting the association’s
suggestion.

The Hong Kong gover-
nment has tried to push
Google to display China’s
national anthem as the top
result in searches for the
city’s anthem — instead of
the song— but to no avail.

Google told the govern-
ment to present a court or-
der proving the song viola-
ted local laws before it cou-
Id be removed, according
to Secretary for Innovation,
Technology and Industry
Sun Dong. The government
therefore decided to deal
with the matter by legal
means, he said in an inter-
view with a local broadcas-
ter. Google did not imme-
diately reply to a request for
comment. MDT/AP
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Crisis-hit Sri Lanka may allow Indian
rupee to be used in local transactions

BHARATHA MALLAWARACH]I,
COLOMBO

RI Lanka is considering
the possibility of allowing
the use of the Indian ru-
pee for local transactions,
as the island nation struggles to
build its depleted foreign reser-
ves and to emerge from last year’s
unprecedented economic crisis.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Ali Sabry said Saturday the move
to allow the use of its giant nei-
ghbor’s currency would enable
“tourists and other people from
India to directly use Indian ru-
pees here” without going through
the hassle of multiple currency
conversions.

Sri Lanka imports plenty of
items from India — its largest tra-
ding partner — including food,
pharmaceuticals, construction
materials, automobiles, fertili-
zers and chemicals. Trade be-
tween the two nations stood at
$5.45 billion in 2021, according
to official figures.

Sabry said accepting the In-
dian rupee would work as an
advantage for Sri Lanka as the
trade imbalance between the two
countries is in favor of India.

CAMBODIA

HUN SEN SET TO WIN BY LANDSLIDE

“We need more Indian cur-
rency, so more Indian people co-
ming here and spending Indian
currency is good for us,” Sabry
told reporters a day after visiting
India with Sri Lankan president
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

During the visit, India and Sri
Lanka signed a series of energy,
development and trade agree-
ments, signalling growing econo-
mic ties between the neighboring
countries.

Relations between the two
countries surged last year when
Sri Lanka was mired in its worst
economic crisis in modern his-
tory, triggered by a severe foreign
currency crunch that saw essen-
tial items run out and citizens
queue for fuel for days. It also
suspended its repayment of fo-
reign debt last year.

India provided critical finan-
cial and humanitarian assistance
worth over $4 billion to its nei-
ghbor, including food, medicine
and fuel.

India was also the first credi-
tor to extend a letter of support
towards Sri Lanka’s debt restruc-
turing efforts that helped kicks-
tart support from the IME which
approved a $3 billion bailout pa-

AP PHOTO

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomes Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe before their delegation level

meeting in New Delhi, India, Friday

ckage in March.

Sri Lanka’s total debt has ex-
ceeded $83 billion, of which
$41.5 billion is foreign and $42.1
billion is domestic. Sri Lanka has
now started the process of res-
tructuring it’s debt.

Sri Lanka’s strategic location in

the Indian Ocean has long attrac-
ted attention from regional rivals
India and China. For years, free-
-flowing loans and infrastructure
investments from Beijing helped
it gain an upper hand against
New Delhi in the quest for in-
fluence.

But the country’s economic
collapse gave New Delhi an
opportunity to swing the pendu-
lum back in its favor, especially
as China delayed its support for
debt restructuring, experts say.
China owns about 10% of Sri
Lanka’s foreign debt. MDT/AP
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SUPPRESSED AND CRITICS PURGED A

SOPHENG CHEANG
& DAVID RISING,
PHNOM PENH

ONGTIME Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun
Sen cast his ballot 10 mi-
nutes after polls opened at
7 a.m.yesterday, in an elec-
tion in which his party is all
but assured a landslide vic-
tory thanks to the effective
suppression and intimida-
tion of any real opposition
that critics say has made a
farce of democracy in the
Southeast Asian nation.
The European Union,
United States and other
Western countries refused
to send observers, saying
the election lacked the con-
ditions to be considered
free and fair. That left inter-
national officials from Rus-
sia, China and Guinea-Bis-
sau to watch as Hun Sun
voted at a polling station in
his home district outside of
the capital, Phnom Penh.
The longest-serving

AP PHOTO

.

Cami)'o'dian Prime Minister Hun Sen, right, of the Cabodin People’s
Party (CPP) shows off his inked finger, standing next to his wife Bun
Rany, left, yesterday

leader in Asia, Hun Sen
has steadily consolidated
power with his strong-arm
tactics over the last 38
years. But, at age 70, he has
suggested he will hand off
the premiership during the
upcoming five-year term to
his oldest son, Hun Manet,
perhaps as early as the first
month after the elections.
Hun Manet, 45, has a
bachelor’s degree from
the U.S. Military Academy

at West Point as well as a
master’s from NYU and a
Ph.D. from Bristol Univer-
sity in Britain. He is cur-
rently chief of Cambodia’s

army.
Despite his Western
education, however, ob-

servers don't expect any
immediate shifts in policy
from that of his father, who
has steadily drawn Cam-
bodia closer to China in
recent years. MDT/AP
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PUTIN'S WAR

Latest Russian strike on Ukraine’s
Odesa leaves 1 dead, many hurt
and a cathedral badly damaged

HANNA ARHIROVA, ODESA

USSIA struck the

Ukrainian Black

Sea city of Odesa

again yesterday, lo-
cal officials said, keeping up
a barrage of attacks that has
damaged critical port infras-
tructure in southern Ukrai-
ne in the past week. At least
one person was killed and 22
others wounded in the attack
in the early hours.

Regional Governor Oleh
Kiper said that four children
were among those wounded
in the blasts, which severely
damaged the historic Trans-
figuration Cathedral, a land-
mark Orthodox cathedral in
the city.

Russia has been launching
persistent attacks on Ode-
sa, a key hub for exporting
grain, since Moscow cance-
led a landmark grain deal on
Monday amid Kyiv’s grinding
efforts to retake its occupied
territories.

Kiper noted that six resi-
dential buildings, including
apartment buildings, were
destroyed by the strikes.

In one such case in down-
town Odesa, some people
became trapped in their
apartments as a result of the
damage caused by the atta-
ck, which left rubble strewn
in the street and partly blo-
cking the road, and damage
to power lines.

Svitlana Molcharova, 85,
was rescued by emergency

ISRAEL

AP PHOTO

service workers. But after she
received first medical aid,
she refused to leave her des-
troyed apartment.

“I will stay here,” she said
to the emergency service
worker who advised her to
leave.

“I woke up when the cei-
ling started to fall on me. I
rushed into the corridor,”
said Ivan Kovalenko, 19, ano-
ther resident of the building.
He came to Odesa having fled
the city of Mykolaiv in search
of a safer place to live after
his house was destroyed.

“That's how I lost my
home in Mykolaiv, and here,
I'lost my rented apartment. “

In his home, the ceiling
partially collapsed, the bal-
cony came off the side of the
building, and all the windows
were blown out.

The Transfiguration Ca-
thedral, one of the most im-
portant and largest Orthodox
Cathedrals in Odesa, was se-

verely damaged.

“The destruction is enor-
mous, half of the cathedral
is now roofless,” said Arch-
deacon Andrii Palchuk, as ca-
thedral workers brought do-
cuments and valuable items
out of the severely building,
the floor of which was inun-
dated with water used by fire-
fighters to extinguish the fire.

Palchuk said the dama-
ge was caused by a direct
hit from a Russian missile
that penetrated the building
down to the basement and
caused significant damage.
Two people who were inside
at the time of the strike were
wounded.

“But with God’s help, we
will restore it,” he said, burs-
ting into tears.

Odesa’s historic center
was designated an endan-
gered World Heritage Site by
the United Nations’ cultural
agency, UNESCO, earlier
this year, despite Russian

opposition.

Russia’s Defense Minis-
try said Sunday that Russian
forces had attacked sites in
Odesa, “where terrorist acts
against the Russian Federa-
tion were being prepared.”

The ministry said in a sta-
tement that the strikes were
carried out with sea- and
air-based long-range high-
-precision weapons, and that
there are “foreign mercena-
ries” at the targeted sites.

In a later statement, the
ministry denied that its at-
tacks had struck the Transfi-
guration Cathedral, claiming
that the destruction of the
cathedral was likely due to
“the fall of a Ukrainian anti-
-aircraft guided missile.”

Earlier Russian attacks
this week crippled significant
parts of export facilities in
Odesa and nearby Chorno-
morsk and destroyed 60,000
tons of grain, according to
Ukraine’s Agriculture Minis-
try.

The attacks come days af-
ter President Vladimir Putin
pulled Russia out of the Black
Sea Grain Initiative, a warti-
me deal that enabled Ukrai-
ne’s exports to reach many
countries facing the threat of
hunger.

Putin vowed to retalia-
te against Kyiv for an attack
Monday on the crucial Kerch
Bridge linking Russia with
the Crimean Peninsula, whi-
ch the Kremlin illegally anne-
xed in 2014. MDT/AP

NETANYAHU RECOVERS FROM A HEART PROCEDURE
WHILE HIS JUDICIAL OVERHAUL PLAN MOVES FORWARD

TIA GOLDENBERG,TEL AVIV

SRAELI Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu was
recovering in a hospital yes-
terday after an emergency
heart procedure while oppo-
sition to his government’s
contentious judicial overhaul
plan reached a fever pitch and
unrest gripped the country.

Netanyahu's doctors said
yesterday the heart pace-
maker implantation went
smoothly and that Ne-

tanyahu, 73, felt fine. Accor-
ding to his office, he was ex-
pected to be discharged later
in the day. But tensions were
surging as lawmakers be-
gan a marathon debate over
the first major piece of the
overhaul, ahead of a vote in
parliament enshrining it into
law on Monday.

Mass protests were set to
continue. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people took to the
streets across Israel on Satur-
day night, while thousands

marched into Jerusalem and
camped out near the Knesset,
or parliament, ahead of Mon-
day’s vote.

Netanyahu’s sudden hos-
pitalization added another
dizzying twist to an already
dramatic series of events that
are certain to shape Israel’s
future. It comes as the longes-
t-serving Israeli leader faces
the gravest challenge of his
leadership and the country’s
worst domestic crisis whi-
ch has shaken the economy,

forged cracks in the country’s
military and tested the delica-
te social fabric that holds the
polarized country together.

Lawmakers began their
debate despite the hospitali-
zation. In a fiery speech lau-
nching the session, Simcha
Rothman, a main driver of
the overhaul, denounced the
courts, saying they damaged
Israel's democratic funda-
mentals by arbitrarily striking
down government decisions.
MDT/AP
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this day in hlStOﬂ@
1974 NIXON '"MUST HAND
OVER WATERGATE TAPES'

The United States Supreme Court has ordered
President Nixon to surrender tape recordings of
White House conversations about the Waterga-
te affair.

Giving the judgement to a packed and hushed
courtroom, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger said
the court rejected Mr Nixon's claims of executive
privilege.

Instead, he said they "must yield to the de-
monstrated, specific need for evidence in a pen-
ding criminal trial”.

The president said he was "disappointed” by the
decision, but would comply with the ruling.

The White House has already released edited
transcripts of the tapes, which cover 64 conver-
sations made between June 1972 and April of
this year.

But President Nixon has until now refused
to comply with a court order awarded to Leon
Jaworski, the special prosecutorinthe Watergate
investigation, requiring him to produce the tapes
themselves.

Mr Jaworski alleges the tapes implicate the
president himself in covering up a break-in at the
Watergate hotel headquarters of the Democra-
tic National Committee during the election cam-
paignin 1972.

The burglars were caught rifling through con-
fidential papers and bugging the office of Presi-
dent Nixon's political opponents.

The tapes will now be available for use as evi-
dence in the trial of some of the president's clo-
sest aides, due to take place in September.

It is likely to take several weeks to produce
transcripts of the tapes, so they will not be avai-
lable in time to be used during the House of Re-
presentatives’ Judiciary Committee debate on
impeachment, which began this evening.

However, the timing of the Supreme Court de-
cisionjust hours before the debate began, as well
as the fact that all eight judges voted unanimou-
sly, is likely to have a strong influence on the im-
peachment process.

If the committee decides to recommend im-
peaching the president, the matter goes to the
full House for debate.

If the House agrees, President Nixon could face
an impeachment trial before the Senate - the
first such trialin over a century.

CourtesyBBCNews

IN CONTEXT

When the tapes were finally released, more
than 18 minutes of a crucial meeting were
found to be missing.

The official explanation was that the presi-
dent's secretary had accidentally erased it by
pressing the wrong foot-pedal while answer-
ing the phone.

On 27 July, the House Judiciary Committee
voted to recommend that the president be
impeached and removed from office.

But before the House debate on his impeach-
ment could begin, President Nixon resigned.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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This will not be the day to lend  Organize all the responsibilities ORDERS ' '

money to friends or family. You
may have difficulties finishing

projects you start. Youll to do. You may find it necessary
communicate easily and develop  to confront a situation that has
new friendships. gotten out of hand.
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You can’t lose today unless you get
involved in gossip or overwork to
the point of exhaustion. You may
find it impossible to get the rest
you require.

that have to be attended to and
make sure everyone knows what

You may have been too agreeable
to someone who just wanted to
use you. You can take advantage
of opportunities if you are quick
to make a move.
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your position You will be in the  your living arrangements may be 2 8 7 Changchun 20 27 cloudy
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always have your own way. you. B Chengdu 24 28 rain
1 2 4 6 1 & - Chongging 27 36 rain
73 1 6 25
LIBRA X SCORPIO Fuzhou 26 33 cloudy
1=K, 6l4|7]3 71 6 9 Guangzhou 26 36 fine
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 Y/ Oct. 23-Nov. 21 3 9 7 911 Guiyang 7 29 cloudy
You could lose a good friend Be aware that a female you work 3 4 5 7 6 Haikou 26 21 cloudy
because of it. Residential moves — with may be trying to hold you 7 4 5 7 5
are evident. Relationships will ~ back. Think hard before going “ |- Hangzhou 25 32 thunderstorms
become stronger. You can get a  into business with friends or 7 8 5 4 1 3 .
lot done if you get your hands on  family. You have a lot to offer. Harbin 19 24 thunderstorms
the right equipment. Hefei 25 34 cloudy
Nanjin 2 34 cloud
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN e 6 Y
'@‘ MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 26 33 rain
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec.22-Jan. 19 9 3 P Taipe 26 31 overcast
Mingle with those who can  Luck is with you. You can easily Wuhan 26 36 fine
further  your  goals.  Your impress others with your generous 3 L4 8 7
relationship appears to be stressed  nature. Cultural activities open 1 3 Hong Hong 29 32 overcast
out and depleted. Speak of your  your eyes to new ways of doing -
future goals, intentions, and  things. 3 2 4 8 7
commitments. 70 6 4
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES ! hd Moscow 12 21 showers
4 615 1 ;
Frankfurt 14 25 rain
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Minor accidents could occur  Unexpected changes in 4 Paris & 24 il
if you don’t take precautions. friendships could occur. One London 12 19 rain
Partnerships may be plentiful.  sided attractions are likely. You
Travel will also be wvery can’t lose today unless you get New York 21 30 overcast

informative.

CROSSWORDS

involved in gossip or overwork
to the point of exhaustion.

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- Aristotle’s A; 6- Jolts; 10- Poet Teasdale; 14- Newbies; 15- Inter 3
___: 16- Dutch cheese; 17- First letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 18- Off-the-wall; S
19- Harangue; 20- Yr's end; 21- Seeped; 23- Repairs; 24- Ahead of time; 26- Big B
house; 27- Washed lightly; 29- Old; 31- Savvy about; 32- Braid; 33- Short mo.; 36- % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Make a trade?; 40- Alway; 41- Trials; 42- Goes astray; 43- ___ Amore; 44- Attacks; 2 .
46- Body of salt water; 48- Rupture; 49- Luster; 50- Strong string; 52- Yo!; 55- Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ RepOﬂ 2822 0088
Tombstone lawman; 56- Weed whackers; 57- Category; 59- Corner; 60- Black- 3 i
and-white cookie; 61- Rigid; 62- Freelancer’s encl.; 63- ___ Crunch; 64- Passover g (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
meal; . .
E PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922

1- Somewhat; 2- Singer Lovett; 3- Cantor; 4- Short flight; 5- On solid 3
ground; 6- Fancy; 7- Winglike parts; 8- Peel; 9- For example; 10- Tranquil; 11- g 28 573 333 28 716 081
Hersey's bell town; 12- Abbreviated time off; 13- Tsp. and tbsp.; 22- Ancient; N
23- Mediterranean island; 25- Starting — - 3y Customs 28 559 944
from: iof i . g Friday’s solution g
rom; 26- Chief; 27- Thick cord; 28~ As to; h ° .
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CONTACT US
& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

Twins
HKD 19,800/mth1

. . Va Fat
B3 jmimacau (Q) jmlproperty .\ o 4 050 000 2 bed 1 bath

£

Manhattan
HKD 17,500/mth

3 beds 2 bath

3 bed 2 bath
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BEO FUNG COURTR SUN FUNG COURT,
Carpark
HK1,750,000

Call us!
(853) 2835 2699
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BUY & RENT!

www.jmlproperty.com
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13-year-old Aussie skaters win
gold medals at the X Games, and a
10-year-old Canadian claims silver

GREG BEACHAM, VENTURA §
o
pair of 13-year-old Aus- <
tralian  skateboarding
prodigies won their first
old medals at the X Ga-

mes on Saturday, and a 10-year-
-old Canadian became the youn-
gest medalist in the action sports
event’s history.

Chloe Covell won the women'’s
street competition a few hours
before Arisa Trew claimed the wo-
men’s vert title at the coastal Ven-
tura County Fairgrounds. Trew
had to land the first 720 by a wo-
man in X Games competition to
hold off 10-year-old Reese Nelson,
who claimed silver to become the
youngest medalist in the X Ga-
mes’ 29 years of history.

Covell became the youngest

,,,,,,

Arisa Trew

winner in the X Games'’ street ska-
ting discipline by beating a strong
field including Olympic gold me-
dalist Momiji Nishiya of Japan
and Brazilian star Leticia Bufoni.

Covell already won a bronze me-
dal in Chiba, Japan, and a silver
medal in California last year in the
X Games, becoming the youngest

skater with two podium finishes
in the competition’s history.

After another year of growth
and improvement, she won gold

in Ventura with an impressive fi-
nal run that included a heel flip
down a flight of stairs and a 50-50
kickflip.

Both Covell and Trew are from
Australia’s Gold Coast region.

Nelson, who is from Calgary,
captured the attention of Tony
Hawk when she skated in an event
with the world’s most famous vert
skater earlier this summer in Salt
Lake City. Hawk, who is on the X
Games’ broadcast team, has since
become a mentor and supporter
of Nelson.

Trew also appeared in that
event in Utah, where she landed
the first 720 in competition by a
woman. With women’s vert ska-
ting now back in the X Games af-
ter a 13-year hiatus, Trew repeated
the feat in California to win gold.

Brazilian skater Gui Khury is
still the youngest gold medalist in
X Games history after winning the
men’s best vert trick competition
at 12 years old in 2021.

Covell started skating at 6 years
old after seeing American star
Nyjah Huston while she watched
the X Games on television with
her father, Luke, a former profes-
sional rugby player. She has shot
to the top of the sport in the past
two years, putting her in prime
position to earn a spot in the Paris
Olympics next year.

Japan's Liz Akama won silver
in women’s street in Ventura, and
Nishiya took bronze after falling
early in her final run.

U.S. Olympian Jagger Eaton
won the men’s street competition
at the X Games. MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of

Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology :

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery :
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine :

Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T.2832 2298 / 2832 2229 Website: www.peddermacau.com
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,

) ) Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
medical service to Macau Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr.Yeung Chung Kwong

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

THE ROADHOUSE MACAU

IS MACAU'S MOST POPULAR BAR FOR BLUES, BODZE AND ROCK.
COME ON DOWN AND LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL.
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

British pop rock band The 1975 announced yesterday t was can-
celing its shows in Jakarta and Taipei after the Malaysian gover-
nment cut short a music festival in the wake of the band’s lead
singer slamming the country’s anti-gay laws and kissing a male
bandmate during their performance.

The 1975 was scheduled to have a performance at We The Fest,
Indonesia’s annual summer music festival, in Jakarta last night,

part of their 2023 Asia tour.

“The 1975 regret to announce that their forthcoming shows in
Jakarta and Taipei will no longer be going ahead as planned,” the

group said in a statement posted on We The Fest’s social media

platforms yesterday.

They added that the decision was not made lightly “but unfor-
tunately due to the current circumstances, it is impossible to pro-

ceed with the current shows.”

Matt Healey, the lead vocal of The 1975, used profanity in his
speech criticizing the government’s stance against homosexuality,
before kissing bass player Ross MacDonald. Footage of the inci-
dent was posted on social media and sparked a backlash in predo-

minantly Muslim Malaysia.

AS 52 YEARS AGO,
VISION AND ACTION
REQUIRED FOR
BREAKTHROUGH

IN ICE-LOCKED
RELATIONS

Meeting with former United States se-
cretary of state Henry Kissinger in Bei-
jing on Thursday, Chinese President Xi
Jinping said that 52 years ago when the
world was at a critical juncture, Chair-
man Mao Zedong, Premier Zhou Enlai,
US President Richard Nixon and Kissin-
ger himself, had made the right decision
to initiate the normalization of China-
-US ties.

It was a momentous and courageous
decision that has not only benefited the
two countries but also changed the wor-
1d. Looking back on the more than half
a century of meaningful, reciprocal inte-
raction between the two countries since
then, China and the US should draw ins-
piration from that breaking of the ice.

Kissinger has visited China more than
100 times over the past 52 years, and is
widely perceived in China to be an old
friend of the Chinese people who has
made historic contributions to the de-
velopment of Sino-US relations. The Joe
Biden administration should take a leaf
out of his book.

Kissinger’s informal visit coincides with
an official visit to Beijing by Biden’s top
climate envoy John Kerry. Kerry is the
third senior Biden administration official
to travel to China in a month following
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen. Such
an intensive series of high-profile visits
are indicative of the two sides’ mutual
desire for contacts and communication.

Yet, given the current fragile nature of
China-US relations, contacts and com-
munication are not enough on their own
to bolster ties. Although Washington has
supposedly changed its approach from
“decoupling” to “de-risking,” it conti-
nues to suppress China on many fronts,
including economic and geopolitical.

Prior to Kerry’s visit, the White House
was reportedly planning further res-
trictions on US investments in China.
And the US has never ceased making
provocative moves to pressure Beijing
on its core interests, such as the Taiwan
question. As such, no matter how many
envoys Washington sends to Beijing, un-
less it changes its ways, there can be no
substantial or sustained upturn in rela-
tions.

The US should cast aside the delusion
that it can exert strategic and economic
pressure on China at will while coun-
ting on China’s cooperation on issues of
Washington’s choosing. To arrest the de-
terioration in their relations, both sides
need to make concrete efforts to build
trust and translate goodwill into deeds.

China and the United States are once
more at a crossroad, and both sides must
once again make a choice, Xi told Kissin-
ger. The choices they make will be of pro-
found significance, not only for the two
countries, but for the world.

AP PHOTO
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PROTEST!
BAGHDA]

OVER TH]

ERS TRY TO STORM
DS GREEN ZONE
= BURNING OF

QURAN AND IRAQI FLAG

ALI JABAR & JARI TAN-
NER, BAGHDAD

ENSIONS flared again

in Iraq on Saturday over
a series of recent protests in
Europe involving the dese-
cration of the Quran, Islam’s
holy book, which sparked
a debate over the balance
between freedom of speech
and religious sensitivities.

Hundreds of protesters
attempted to storm Bagh-
dad’s heavily fortified Green
Zone that houses foreign
embassies and the seat of
Irag’s government early on
Saturday, following repor-
ts that an ultranationalist
group burned a copy of the
Quran in front of the Iraqi
Embassy in the Danish ca-
pital, Copenhagen, the pre-
vious day.

The protest came two
days after people angered
by the planned burning of
the Islamic holy book in
Sweden stormed the Swe-
dish Embassy in Baghdad.

Security forces on Satur-
day pushed back the pro-
testers, who blocked the
Jumhuriya bridge leading to
the Green Zone, preventing
them from reaching the Da-
nish Embassy.

Elsewhere in Iraq, pro-

testers burned three cara-
vans belonging to a demi-
ning project run by the the
Danish Refugee Council
in the city of Basra in the
south, local police said in a
statement. The fire was ex-
tinguished by civil defense
responders, and there were
“no human casualties, only
material losses,” the state-
ment said.

The council confirmed
in an emailed statement to
The Associated Press that
its premises in Basra “came
under armed attack” early
Saturday.

“We deplore this attack
— aid workers should never
be a target of violence,” Lilu
Thapa, the Danish Refugee
Council’s executive director
for the Middle East, said.

Iraq’s prime minister has
cut diplomatic ties with
Sweden in protest over the
desecration of the Quran in
that country.

An Traqi asylum-seeker
who burned a copy of the
Quran during a demons-
tration last month in Sto-
ckholm had threatened to
do the same thing again
onThursday but ultimately
stopped short of setting fire
to the book.

The man — an Iraqi of

Christian origin living in
Stockholm, now a self-des-
cribed atheist — did, howe-
ver, kick and step on it, and
did the same with an Iraqi
flag and a photo of influen-
tial Traqi Shiite cleric and
political leader Muqtada al-
-Sadr and of Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei.

The right to hold public
demonstrations is protec-
ted by the constitution in
Sweden, and blasphemy
laws were abandoned in
the 1970s. Police generally
give permission based on
whether they believe a pu-
blic gathering can be held
without major disruptions
or safety risks.

On Friday afternoon,
thousands protested peace-
fully in Iraq and other Mus-
lim-majority countries.

In Iran, the powerful Re-
volutionary Guard’s chief,
Gen. Hossein Salami, said
that “we do not allow those
who insult the Quran to be
safe”, the semi-official Tas-
nim news agency reported
Saturday:.

Muslims “will decree
a severe punishment for
the perpetrators of these
crimes,” he continued.
MDT/AP

o
-
o
I
o
of
<

Greece Some 19,000
people have been
evacuated from the
Greekisland of Rhodes as
wildfires continued burning
for a sixth day on three
fronts, Greek authorities
said yesterday. The
Ministry of Climate Change
and Civil Protection

said it was "the largest
evacuation from a wildfire
in the country.” Local police
said that 16,000 were
evacuated by land and
3,000 by sea.

AP PHOTO
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Spain Voters went to the
polls yesterday in a general
election that could make
the country the latest
European Union member
to swing to the political
right. Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez called the early
election after his Spanish
Socialist Workers Party
and its far-left partner,
Unidas Podemos, took a
severe beating inlocal and
regional elections in May.
Sanchez has been premier
since 2018.

Canada Four people are
missing after intense
thunderstorms dumped
record amounts of rain
across a wide swath of
Canada's Atlantic-coast
province of Nova Scotia
over the past two days,
causing flash flooding,
road washouts and power
outages. The floods
submerged multiple
vehicles, and Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
spokeswoman Cindy
Bayers said two such
incidents in West Hants
north of Halifax have left
two adults and two children
unaccounted for as of
Saturday morning.

Brazil's President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva signed
adecree last week
tightening restrictions on
civilian access to gunsin
Brazil, in a move aimed

at reversing the pro-
firearms policies of his
right-wing predecessor
Jair Bolsonaro. The decree
reduces the number of
guns civilians can possess
for personal safety from
four to two, reduces the
allowed ammunition

for each gun from 200
rounds to 50 and requires
documentation proving the
need to hold the weapons.



