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HONG KONG MOVIE STAR AARON KWOK 
IS PREPARING HIS RETURN TO THE GUIA 

CIRCUIT THIS NOVEMBER, BEING EXPECTED 
TO TAKE PART IN THE TCR ASIA CHALLENGE

EXPLAINER: AT FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI, 
DECOMMISSIONING THE NUCLEAR 
PLANT IS FAR MORE CHALLENGING 
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North Korea said 
yesterday it will allow its 
citizens staying abroad 
to return home in line 
with easing pandemic 
situations worldwide, as 
the country slowly eases 
its draconian coronavirus 
restrictions. In a brief 
statement carried by 
state media, the State 
Emergency Epidemic 
Prevention Headquarters 
said those returning to 
North Korea will be put 
in quarantine for a week 
for “proper medical 
observation.”

Japan Fish auction prices 
at a port south of the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant were mixed 
amid uncertainty over 
how seafood consumers 
will respond to the release 
of treated and diluted 
radioactive wastewater 
into the ocean. The plant, 
which was damaged in 
the 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami, began sending 
the treated water into the 
Pacific last week despite 
protests at home and 
in nearby countries that 
are adding political and 
diplomatic pressures to 
the economic worries.

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said the 
country’s role as the 
G20 host this year would 
focus on highlighting 
the concerns of the 
developing world, and 
has proposed the 
African Union to become 
permanent members of 
the forum. “We have a 
vision of inclusiveness 
and with that vision, 
we have invited the 
African Union to become 
permanent members of 
the G20,” Modi said on 
Sunday as he addressed 
the Business 20 Summit 
in New Delhi.
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Macau sees a 
GDP upturn 
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SALT RUN
Gov’t assures salt supply is ample as 

consumers ramp up their buying after 
Fukushima nuclear wastewater release  P3
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OBITUARY
Founder of 
journalist 
group passes 
away
A founder and former president 

of the Macau Journalists Asso-
ciation, Ng Sio Ngai, passed away 
at 4:20am on Aug. 25 at the govern-
ment hospital, the association an-
nounced in a statement.

Born and raised in Shiqi, Zhon-
gshan City, Ng came to Macau 
aged 18 before starting her nearly 
four-decade career as a journalist 
in the 1980s. The veteran journa-
list witnessed and recorded with 
her pen the signing of the Portu-
guese-Chinese Joint Declaration, 
the discussions and the promul-
gation of the Basic Law, as well as 
the how promises made to Macau 
have appeared after the establish-
ment of the Special Administrative 
Region.

She first worked at Tai Chung 
Daily and later moved to Va Kio 
Daily as a senior reporter. She also 
spent long years writing social cri-
tique for Son Pou. The association 
described her column articles as 
“strong and expressive against 
social demerits.” The association 
also described her as “honest and 
friendly.”

Ng was also founder of local in-
dependent media outlet All About 
Macau, which has been critical on 
social issues. According to another 
announcement made by the news 
outlet, during her time fighting her 
illness, Ng did not give up her res-
ponsibility, and continued to dili-
gently manage the outlet.

The news outlet described Ng 
as “both a teacher and friend who 
had inspired and protected” the 
team. “Having her in the indus-
try has been a fortune,” the news 
outlet added. AL

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

DSAT studying more taxi 
licenses, but escalated 
congestions possible

 

HZMB private vehicle quota to increase
STAFF REPORTER

THE Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macao Bri-

dge’s regular quota for 
private cars in Hong 
Kong and Macau will 
be increased in stages, 
adding some 544 units 
to the quota. The direc-
tor of Transport Affairs 
Bureau, Kelvin Lam Hin 
Sang, explained that the 
authorities received a to-
tal of 8,881 applications 
during the lottery draw 
this year. The quota was 
only 2,109. 

Only 200 to 300 vehi-
cles from Macau travel 
to Hong Kong every day, 
and the utilization rate 

is not high, according to 
Lam.

After a regular ple-

nary of Transport Advi-
sory Committee Friday, 
Lam said that the Hong 

Kong International Air-
port transit bus service 
Macau line will shortly 
be put into trial opera-
tion. 

Passengers from the 
two places can take 
transit buses between 
the Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport and the 
Macau Port of the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge.

Lam was confident 
that Macau is ready for 
the service. A one-stop 
check-in service will be 
available once the servi-
ce kicks off. For the time 
being, Lam’s bureau has 
permitted 13 buses to 
run between Macau and 

the Hong Kong airport.
He believes the ope-

rators are still under-
going some procedures 
in Hong Kong to launch 
the service.

The trial operation 
time in the first month 
is from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., with a frequency 
of about one per hour. 
After the trial operation, 
the service time will be 
adjusted to 6 a.m to mi-
dnight.

In addition, as of 
August 20, the avera-
ge daily passenger load 
of buses in Macau was 
610,000, which is close 
to pre-pandemic levels, 
Lam said.

ANTHONY LAM

AMID concerns from both 
the public and the taxi 

industry, the government is 
working on more taxi licenses, 
but hinted that heavier traffic 
may occur.

After a regular plenary of 

Transport Advisory Commit-
tee over the weekend, director 
for Transport Kelvin Lam told 
a press conference that the go-
vernment is considering the 
possibility of issuing a new ba-
tch of taxi licenses by the end of 
the year.

“Any updates will be relea-

sed once available,” the official 
said.

On whether additional taxi 
licenses will be issued, Lam said 
further evaluation on the need 
and availability of taxi drivers is 
required to determine that. Mo-
reover, he said escalated traffic 
congestion will be inevitable 

with more taxis on the road.
After resumption of normal 

travel, members of the public 
have been calling for more taxis, 
as hailing a taxi on the street is 
on many occasions impossible, 
especially during peak hours or 
in traditional residential areas.

Meanwhile, the industry has 
also called for early action from 
the government because 300 
taxi licenses are due to expire 
within this year. The radio taxi 
company of the city has also 
revealed that it has been at full 
capacity for most of the past 
half-year, hinting that it has no 
surplus to help with the shorta-
ge in the common taxi sector.

Currently, the city has 1,602 
taxis, with 300 of them being 
“special taxis,” which are the ra-
dio taxis.

Public opinion has also cri-
ticized the services provided by 
the radio taxis, including but 
not limited to standing passen-
gers with bookings. Lam admi-
tted that radio taxis’ services 
have room for improvement, 
adding that one area of impro-
vement is booking acceptance 
within an hour. He believes that 
once a booking is accepted, 
“there is no reason for it to get 
cancelled so easily.”

Lam also hinted that the 
government is considering 
enhancements for radio taxi 
services in a wider area, but 
said information will only be re-
leased when it “matures.” Com-
ments and suggestions from 
the public are also welcomed, 
the transport director added.

Ng Sio Ngai
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Macau salt run against 
radioactivity returns after 12 years

Gambling watchdog refrains 
from commenting on MJC saga

ANTHONY LAM

THE local gambling ins-
pection agency has re-

frained from commenting 
on the speculated closure 
of the Macau Jockey Club 
(MJC), an agency spokes-
person said in reply to the 
Times.

Last Friday, the Times 
published a report on the 
matter, citing an anony-
mous source. An inquiry 
was made to the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordina-
tion Bureau (DICJ) to whi-
ch a reply was received late 
in the evening on Saturday.

Besides not commen-
ting on the matter, the 
spokesperson highligh-
ted that the bureau would 
“continue to conduct a va-
riety of supervisory work in 

accordance with laws and 
regulations related to gam-
bling and the concession 
contract concerning hor-
se-racing.”

In the past few weeks 
or so, comments that the 
MJC may cease operation 
have gone viral both online 
and offline. Some informa-
tion claimed that the MJC 
operators, among whom 
lawmaker Angela Leong, 
have not fulfilled their pro-
mises concerning product 
diversification made in the 
concession contract.

In response, the DICJ 

underlined that the Macau 
government extended the 
MJC’s horse-racing con-
cession to Aug. 31, 2042. 
Amendments have been 
made in the concession 
contract at the time of the 
extension, suggesting that 
changes from the old re-
quirements do exist.

In last week’s report, the 
anonymous insider claimed 
that a batch of 30 horses 
that was set to arrive in Ma-
cau were banned from im-
port. They doubt whether 
the coming season will last 
beyond December this year.

ANTHONY LAM

F
OLLOWING a nearly 
identical saga 12 years 
ago, some people in 
Macau have rushed to 

purchase table salt after Japan 
started discharging wastewater 
from Fukushima’s nuclear power 
plant.

The same rush happened 
12 years ago, also related to the 
Great East Japanese Earthquake, 
which took tens of thousands 
of lives and caused millions of 
monetary losses. People in Ma-
cau started reaching for table 
salt everywhere after the news 
of damage at the nuclear power 
plant in Fukushima began sprea-
ding. There were rumors that salt 
is able to either absorb nuclear 
radioactivity or obstruct its effect 
on human bodies.

This salt run started last Thur-
sday when the Japanese gover-
nment began discharging the 
water from the nuclear plants. 
The run lasted for some days and 
most supermarkets in town have 
empty shelves of table salt, ex-
cept for premium salt.

It was also reported that some 
supermarkets had imposed pur-
chase limits ranging from one to 
five packs of salt per person.

Commenting on the situation, 
salt suppliers told local media 
that the city’s salt supplies are 
stable. The empty shelves at su-
permarkets were only caused by 
workforce shortages and delays 
in restocking, they said.

A supplier said that super-
markets have limited space and 
usually do not have large stock 
in their storage. Meanwhile, su-

ppliers need time to deliver sto-
cks to supermarkets, which had 
thus created a window period.

The supplier called on the 
public to stay calm and rational, 
adding that this run was caused 
by people not understanding the 
origins of salt sold in the city. Salt 
available in Macau comes from 
a wide variety of origins, inclu-
ding but not limited to mainland 
China and New Zealand, so the 
supplier suggested people not 
worry.

On the other hand, Economic 
and Technological Development 
Bureau (DSEDT) has also issued 
a statement to assure the public 
of the stable supply of salt in Ma-
cau.

The bureau said that the cur-
rent stock is good for 39 days for 
the whole population. 

It also recommended that 

members of the public stay calm 
and not overstock salt. It will 
be constantly in touch with su-
ppliers to guarantee the normal 
supply of salt, the bureau added 
in the statement.

The bureau has also stressed 
that actions would be taken to 
prevent speculation of salt prices 
at the retail level, but said that 
retailers have been “responding 
positively” towards the bureau’s 
requests for the timely restocking 
of the consumable.

The Macao Customs Service, 
meanwhile, has devoted addi-
tional efforts to stopping banned 
Japanese produce and related 
products from entering the city, 
as was stated in a statement from 
the service. With this said, it can 
be understood that salt from cer-
tain areas in Japan will not be 
able to enter Macau.

On the other hand, in main-
land China, there has also been 
a run on salt. Media reports note 
that retailers both online and of-
fline reported a shortage in the 
supply of table salt.

Measures similar to tho-
se taken by Macau authorities 

against speculations and pro-
fiteering are also imposed by 
national authorities, according 
to the same report. Meanwhile, 
state news agency Xinhua cited 
Chinese salt manufacturers as as-
suring the public of the stable su-
pply of salt across the mainland.

DIRECTOR of Tourism Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernandes said 
over the weekend that her bureau 
is closely monitoring the situation in 
Japan and, in particular, information 
released by Chinese authorities, 
and that travel alerts concerning Ja-
pan may be raised when necessary.
The local food safety bureau has 
banned import of produce and re-
lated products from 10 prefectures 

or areas in Japan. Food souvenirs 
brought by tourists will also be 
banned. But the government has no 
plan to shrink the scale of its inter-
national tourist musketeer initiative 
but dropping Japan. The tourism 
director highlighted that Japan is 
a critical source market of Macau. 
Roadshows in the country are being 
prepared and there is no plan for 
suspension for the time being.

MGTO: raising Japan travel 
alert possible, if necessary

A notice that reads goods are sold in limited quantities per person
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Qualification races end for locals 
aiming to join 70th Macau GP

GT4 category losing 
momentum

70TH GP
HK movie star Aaron Kwok 
announces return to Guia 
Circuit this year

THE qualifier races from 
the GT4 category have 

been held concurrently 
with the RoadSport cate-
gory races.

In a category that listed 
only 18 entries, three of 
them ended up not taking 
part of any of the racing 
events, reducing the cate-
gory to just 15, being the 
minimum number needed 
to run the series according 
to the sports regulations.

Ultimately, and after 
four races, Macau’s Alex 
Liu driving a Mercedes 
AMG GT4 came up on top 
with a total of 40 points, 
equal to Lo Ka Chun in a 
Ginetta G55. Both racers 
only took part in separate 
racing weekends, with Liu 
winning the first two races 
and Lo winning the last 
two. In third place came 
Hong Kong’s Brian Lai, dri-
ving another Ginetta G55.

The GT4 category is re-
presented at the Macau GP 

HONG Kong movie star 
Aaron Kwok is prepa-

ring his return to the Guia 
Circuit this November, 
being expected to take part 
in the TCR Asia Challenge, 
one of the five races sche-
duled to take place during 
the first weekend of this 
year’s event.

The announcement 
came over the weekend 
from the Shell Teamwork 
Lynk & Co team, which 
said in a statement that 
they had listed Hong Kong 
megastar Aaron Kwok as a 
guest driver to “participate 
in 2023 TCR China event 
in October at Zhuzhou, 
China, and compete in the 
70th Macau Grand Prix in 
November.”

The statement came af-
ter rumors started on social 
media after Kwok was seen 
racing in the last round of 
the joint Macau and Hong 

in the Greater Bay Area GT 
Cup, to be raced on the first 
weekend.

After launching in 2019 
as a formal GT4 category 
race with a field of 27 cars, 
the category started to lose 
competitors, reducing to 

Kong automobile associa-
tions touring car race in 
Guangdong International 
Circuit sporting the num-
ber 88 and the Chinese 
name of the renowned ac-
tor.

The last time that Kwok 

21 in 2020 and 20 in 2021.
Last year, the category 

managed to gather a field 
of 28 cars by putting toge-
ther two similar categories, 
adding some 10 GTC ca-
tegory cars to the mere 18 
GT4 listed. RM

raced in Macau was preci-
sely 10 years ago during the 
60th edition of the GP. He 
was taking part, at the time, 
in the Audi R8 LMS Cup 
race. Kwok will drive one 
of the team’s Lynk & Co 03 
TCR this time around.  RM

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Touring Car Series 
(MTCS) racing season came 

to an end last weekend, with the 
drivers’ final standing points to 
come under the purview of the 
Macau Grand Prix Organizing 
Committee, which will finally 
select and invite the best of the 
short season (four races) to take 
part in the desired Macau Grand 
Prix.

This time the racing season, 
which aims to qualify the best 
racers to race at the Guia Circuit 
in November, took place over two 
weeks at the Guangdong Interna-
tional Circuit in Zhaoqing.

The most significant point of 
the season was the change of cars 
for the so-called Macau RoadS-
port category, which in the past 
was running small touring cars 
with 1.6-liter turbo engines.

In a way, the series has made a 
return to its glorious past, going 
back to run 2.0-liter naturally as-
pirated engine vehicles, but, this 
time, as a single-maker series. 
This means that every racer in 
this series, technically speaking, 
is at the wheel of the same car.

The choice fell on the road 
models sold commonly under 
the models Toyota GR86 and Su-
baru BRZ that are equipped with 
a 2.4-liter engine.

With the end of the border res-
trictions and the end of the old 
multiple categories – which also 
included the over 1,995cc cars – it 
was also possible to return to a fil-
led paddock with many locals as 
well as Hong Kong racers joining 
this revived racing category.

In reality, the number of appli-
cants so far exceeded the expec-
tation of the Automobile Gene-
ral Association Macau-China 
(AAMC) that racers had to be di-
vided into two classes, each pre-
senting 22 racers.

HONG KONG RACERS 
DOMINATE QUALIFICATION

At the end of the 4-race season, 
Hong Kong’s Lo Pak Yu emerged 
champion with a total of 70 poin-
ts, followed by another racer from 
the neighboring region, Adrian 
Chung, who scored a total of 55 
points. Third overall in the series 
was another Hong Konger, Chan 
Tat Man, with a total of 52 points.

The best class from Macau was 
Leong Keng Hei, third in the B class 
and sixth overall with 36 (A points) 
and 3 (B points).

Like many others, Leong moved 
into this racing category this year 
after having raced last year in the 
GP at the TCR Asia Challenge with 
a Honda Civic Type R (FK2) TCR.

Many others undertook the 
natural transference from the pre-
vious RoadSport categories to this 
new one, including names such 
as Cheang Kin Sang, Rui Valen-
te, Martin Sou, Mou Chi Fai, and 
many more.

As previously presented by the 
MGPOC, this year’s two-weekend 
special edition of the local GP will 

include two races for this type 
of vehicle, the common Macau 
Roadsport Challenge, to be held 
on the first weekend, and the Ma-
cau 70th Anniversary Challenge to 
be raced on the main weekend.

According to information that 
the Times could obtain about the 
drivers, the first 15 classified from 
the A class and B class will be ra-
cing on the second weekend in the 
Macau 70th Anniversary Challen-
ge, while the remaining ones will 
be racing on the first weekend in 
the Macau Roadsport Challenge.
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Sands China spotlights local 
artists with Art Macao collateral 
exhibition at Sands Gallery

Lei Ieng Wai (left), Leong Chi Mou (center) and Lai Sio Kit

S
ANDS China Ltd. recently 
opened a collateral exhibi-
tion to provide a platform 
for local artists to showca-

se their talents at Sands Gallery, in 
support of Art Macao: Macao In-
ternational Art Biennale 2023.

“Behind the Forms: Aesthe-
tics of Contemporary Art – Trio 
Exhibition by Lei Ieng Wai, Leong 
Chi Mou and Lai Sio Kit” features 
outstanding artworks from these 
three talented artists.

Through their different creati-
ve techniques, they demonstrate 
their own understandings of va-
rious topics around Macau’s eco-
nomic development – spectrum, 
data texture, belief and value.

Dr. Wilfred Wong, president of 
Sands China Ltd., said, “The cura-
tor, art coordinator, artists and 
designer of this exhibition were all 
born and bred in Macao. This is a 
celebration of “Made in Macao” 
contemporary art shining on the 
international stage of Art Macao. 
Three cutting-edge artists have 
displayed their memories of Ma-
cao, feelings for the country, and 
passion for art, and have demons-
trated the profound cultural heri-
tage of Macao.”

Lok Hei, president of the Ma-
cau Artist Society, said, “We are 
pleased that the three local artists’ 
exhibition is being showcased at 
Sands Gallery for Art Macao. As 
always, the Macau Artist Society 
has brought together local artis-
ts, especially young ones, with 
the aim of fostering their develo-
pment. They are going to inspire 
more people in town to engage in 
spiritual pursuits that will enrich 
their lives.”

With a theme of ‘Forms,’ the 
exhibition aims to promote the 
appreciation of the aesthetics of 
contemporary art to the public.

Exhibition curator Kitman 
Leong remarked that the theme is 
an entry point for understanding 
the three different artists from a 
stylistic point of view. “We want 

to let the audience know more 
about contemporary art through 
this exhibition. They use different 
visual art approaches to create ex-
clusive visual forms. Other than 
appreciating the art, we would 
also like to let the audience ex-
plore the concept, value, or logic 
behind the forms,” said Leong. 

For the curator, this exhibi-
tion aims to emphasize the na-
ture of art, in this era when AI 
can drive art. 

Meanwhile, commenting on 
their works, artist Lai said, “We 
are thrilled with Sands China’s su-
pport for local artists in this year’s 
edition of Art Macao by inviting us 
to showcase our artworks at Sands 
Gallery. It is truly an encouraging 
move.”

Lai has been paying attention 

to the city and the small town 
where he grew up during his crea-
tive process. He says that as time 
is a conceptual word without 
substance, he seeks to describe 
time in a visual way through pain-
ting. The strokes of his paintings 
capture a state, and that state is an 
exact period of time that carries a 
sense of place.

“I actually painted some tra-
ditional-style tiles that were old, 
peeling or faded – a condition that 
has been experienced for a long 
time. I want to express the concept 
of time through this state,” he said. 
Lai has also hailed Sands China for 
providing local artists a platform 
for their exhibitions with “a lot of 
freedom.”  “We were 100% able to 
present our works in our own way 
and to use our own concepts of 

artwork in this exhibition. This is a 
great opportunity,” said the artist.

Dr. Wong said, “We established 
Sands Gallery to promote exchan-
ge, mutual learning and enhance-
ment of culture and art. I am very 
pleased to take the opportunity 
presented by Art Macao, which 
promotes the diversity of Macao’s 
arts to the world, to help outstan-
ding young local artists attract the 
attention of international media 
and the art world, aiding them to 
step onto the international stage 
with this collateral exhibition.”

For artist Leong, he belie-
ves this exhibition is a valuable 
opportunity to promote their ar-
tworks, stating that Sands China 
remains a strong springboard for 
young artists to promote their 
own works and the art of Macau. 

Leong’s works are mainly inspired 
by his observations of people’s 
consumption habits, which dro-
ve him to contemplate the rela-
tionship between art, consump-
tion and values.

Lei’s artworks, on the other 
hand, present a sense of virtual 
reality prevailing in contemporary 
society. The local artist tried to 
construct the rhythmic dynamics 
of this virtual dimension with an 
artificial spectrum and use repea-
ted patterns to create a mood of 
monotony and meaninglessness.

Echoing similar sentiments 
with Lai and Leong, Lei expres-
sed his gratitude to Sands Chi-
na for “providing us with such 
a good exhibition venue. In this 
way, the public can get in touch 
with the artistic creations of Ma-
cau artists.”

In addition to Behind the For-
ms, Sands China is supporting Art 
Macao 2023 with a special exhi-
bition titled “Meet the Magic: In 
celebration of Disney 100 by Phi-
lip Colbert and Jason Naylor” at 
The Venetian Macao, The Parisian 
Macao and The Londoner Macao, 
and also with “The Genesis of Ra-
tionality,” a commissioned work 
by Ung Vai Meng on display at Art 
Macao’s Invitational Exhibition by 
Local Artists. Regarded as the pio-
neer of Macau’s art industry, Ung 
will share his ideas on contempo-
rary art with up-and-coming local 
art talent at a Sands China event 
in September.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
28.08.2023 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

6

LY
N

ZY
 V

AL
LE

S

MOTORSPORT  

Macau’s rising star Rodrigues 
showing talent in Chinese F4

ECONOMY

GDP grows 117% in Q2MACAU’S economy 
saw an upturn in the 

second quarter of the year, 
marking the highest quar-
terly growth since the se-
cond quarter of 2021.

Data from the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) 
showed that the gross do-
mestic product (GDP), whi-
ch leapt 117.5% year-on-
-year in the second quarter, 
was driven by the thriving 
tourism and gaming sec-
tors.

The implicit deflator of 
the GDP, which measu-
res the overall changes in 
prices, went up by 0.9% 
year-on-year in the second 
quarter.

 Exports of services sur-
ged by 211.9% year on year, 
of which exports of gaming 
services and other tourism 
services soared by 463.6% 
and 157.5%, respectively. 

Meanwhile, exports of 
goods declined by 32.8 per-
cent.

For the first half of 2023, 
the GDP grew by 71.5 per-
cent year-on-year in real 
terms, and the overall eco-
nomic output of Macau 
returned to 71% percent of 
its level in the same period 
of 2019.

The improving econo-
mic sentiment and em-
ployment environment 
facilitated an increase in 
private consumption acti-
vities. 

Government data shows 
that household final con-
sumption expenditure in 
the domestic market rose 
by 9.7% year on year, and 
household final consump-
tion expenditure abroad 
jumped by 69.2%. 

As regards private in-
vestment, construction in-
vestment swelled by 86.6%, 
owing to a significant in-
crease in investments by 
gambling enterprises.

Previously, the Mone-
tary Authority of Macau 
(AMCM) stated that the 
SAR’s economy is expected 
to register robust growth in 
the remainder of 2023.

“Macau’s external de-
mand [will] be supported 

by the steady economic 
recovery in neighboring 
regions, further unleashing 
strong pent-up demand 
for tourism services,” the 
bureau said in the report. 
“Rigorous promotional 
campaigns launched by the 
government and non-ga-
ming events organized by 
the gaming concessionai-
res [will] boost the growth 
momentum of external de-
mand,” it added.

UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE AT 3.3%

Data from the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) 
indicated that both the ge-
neral unemployment rate 
(2.6%) and the unemploy-
ment rate of local residents 
(3.3%) for May - July 2023 
decreased by 0.2 percen-
tage points from the pre-
vious period (April - June). 
Besides, the underemploy-
ment rate dropped by 0.1 
percentage point to 1.7%. 
The labour force living in 
Macau totalled 372,800 and 
the labour force participa-
tion rate was 67.6%. Total 
employment was 363,000 
and the number of em-
ployed residents totalled 
282,900, up by 1,600 and 
300 respectively from the 
previous period.

Among the unemployed 
searching for a new job, 
most of them were pre-
viously engaged in the 
Construction sector, Hotels, 
Restaurants & Similar Acti-
vities and Gaming & Junket 
Activities. Meanwhile, the 
proportion of new labour 
market entrants seeking 
their first job rose by 1.3 
percentage points to 8.6% 
of the total unemployed.  LV

RENATO MARQUES

AFTER a few years without a 
new name in Macau’s motors-

port scene, Macau seems to be 
back on track, with its new racing 
talents displaying quality and skills 
at the Chinese F4 Championship.

A 16-year-old who goes by the 
name of Tiago Rodrigues has been 
taking the category by storm.

It is hard to imagine that just 
three months ago, Rodrigues was 
making his debut in the formula 
category on the Zhuhai circuit for 
the first race of the 2023 season.

Coming from the local Karting 
scene with no racing experien-
ce with formula cars, Rodrigues 
did not seem daunted by the new 
challenge and, even if he were fa-
cing more experienced racers, he 
quickly started to soak in as much 
information as possible and learn 
more with each lap.

Of no surprise, results started 
to appear right from Round 1 in 
Zhuhai, when Rodrigues scored 
three 5th position finishes and his 
first podium (in Race 3).

If the first weekend seemed 
good, the best was yet to come 
when the F4 paddock moved to 
Ningbo in late June.

After an outstanding perfor-
mance, Rodrigues took three wins 
and one third position finish, sco-
ring 90 points out of a maximum 
possible of 100 in this weekend.

Good performances continued 
to come over the last weekend, with 
Round 3 being raced at the Pingtan 
Ruyi Lake International Circuit.

Over the weekend, Rodrigues 
continued to show strong qua-
lities, scoring four podiums and 
one win on Race 10 of the cham-
pionship coming from eighth po-

sition in the grid.
The results have put Rodri-

gues on top of the drivers’ cham-
pionship table, with a total of 205 
points now that 12 races have been 
held from a total of 18.

The championship moves now 
to Tianfu International Circuit in 
Chengdu for another quadruple 
round in October before the sea-
son finale, which will take place at 
the Guia Circuit in Macau with two 
double-header races with double 
points to be attributed.

The championship also coun-
ts the participation of another 
two local racers, Cheong Man Hei 
and Chui Ka Kam, who despi-
te showing some positive results 
are far from the performance dis-
played so far by Rodrigues, being 
respectively 17th and 18th in the 
championship.

Inheriting the number 8 from 
former champion Andy Chang at 
Champ Motorsports, Rodrigues 
is well-positioned for an amazing 
rookie year.

China to extend 
tax relief for 
overseas talent 
working in GBA

China will extend the 
preferential tax policy for 
overseas talent working 
in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area to Dec. 31, 2027 
to support the area’s 
development, the Ministry 
of Finance (MOF) said 
on Friday. High-calibre 
overseas talent and 
professionals in short 
supply who work in the 
Greater Bay Area will 
receive subsidies from 
Guangdong Province and 
Shenzhen Municipality 
to offset the difference 
between the individual 
income tax on the Chinese 
mainland and in Hong 
Kong. The subsidies will 
be exempt from individual 
income tax, said the 
circular.

UM, HK institute 
collaborate 
to offer 
certificate 
on Quantity 
Surveying

The Centre for Continuing 
Education of the University 
of Macau (UM) and the 
Chartered Institution of 
Civil Engineering Surveyors 
(CICES) (Hong Kong 
Region) jointly offer the 
Advanced Professional 
Diploma in Construction 
Commercial Management 
(Quantity Surveying). The 
course aims to enhance 
the professional knowledge 
of industry practitioners, 
so as to promote the 
development of the 
construction industry. The 
diploma course consists of 
210 hours of study. 

IAS system 
finds 61 drug 
users in 1H

The Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS) has stated that in 
the first half of this year, 
the Central Registration 
System for Drug Abusers 
of Macao reported 61 
drug users, an increase 
of more than 10% year-
on-year, with one of them 
is a teenager under the 
age of 21. The top three 
categories of drug use 
were methamphetamine, 
ketamine and cocaine. 
According to the bureau, 
it is expected that the 
situation of drug abuse 
will increase. However, the 
bureau pointed out that the 
overall numbers of cases 
of drug abuse and drug 
use has shown a downward 
trend in the past five years.
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A French Degustation Menu at 
MGM curated by Daniel Calvert 

KNOWN for its fusion of international flavors with 
contemporary creativity, Aji offers a brand-new 

dining experience and regularly surprises guests with 
limited-time tasting menus. This time, Aji joins hands 
with winner of The Best Chef Top 100, the record – 
breaking culinary superstar Chef Daniel Calvert in-
fused with elegance and artistry in French culinary 
philosophy, curated a special degustation menu of 
Sézanne, a two-MICHELIN-starred French restaurant 
which had earned second place in the Asia’s 50 Best 
Restaurants 2023.

The aesthetics of French gastronomy has always 
been fascinating. This degustation menu features an 
innovative interpretation of stellar creations crafted 
with seasonal Japanese ingredients in a delicate 
French style, including the Beluga Caviar with Avocado 
and Sudachi, French Pigeon marinated in Yellow Wine 
from Jura, and Crispy Kinki Fish with Oita saffron. 

The Beluga Caviar with Avocado and Sudachi is 
definitely a must-try, the caviar-topped avocado pear 
mousse is soaked in the bonito broth. The creaminess of 
the avocado and the acidity of the Japanese citrus sudachi 
balance the salinity of the caviar and elevate the flavors 
as a whole.  Another highlight is the Miyazaki Mango 
with Shortbread Crème Chantilly, a surprising dessert 
crafted with chef’s favorite Miyazaki mango, which is 
marinated in rum and hidden underneath the top layer 
of flesh is a frozen citrusy meringue, demonstrating the 
ultimate fusion of ingredients, aesthetics and flavors.

Don’t miss out this time-limited gastronomic journey 
with MICHELIN starred menu at Aji from now to 
September 18!  Seats are limited, call (853) 8806 2308 
to secure yours now.

 advertorial

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 

US-CHINA

Biden’s commerce secretary 
is the latest Cabinet 
member to visit China 
in a bid for improved ties
WILL WEISSERT, 
WASHINGTON 

C
OMMERCE Se-
cretary Gina 
Raimondo is the 
latest member 

of President Joe Biden’s 
Cabinet to visit China as 
his administration tries to 
mend the deteriorating 
ties between the world’s 
two largest economies. She 
promises to be “practical” 
without compromising the 
U.S. push to “responsibly” 
manage that economic re-
lationship.

Raimondo plans mee-
tings with Chinese officials 
and U.S. business leaders in 
Beijing and Shanghai in an 
effort to “promote a healthy 
competition, a competi-
tion on a level playing field, 
playing by the rules.”

“I’m also very realis-
tic and clear-eyed about 
the challenges. And the 
challenges are significant,” 
she told reporters before 
leaving Washington yester-
day (Macau time) on a trip 
that ends Wednesday.

The secretary said she 
wants to find “actionable, 
concrete steps where we 
can move forward on the 
commercial relationship,” 
but she offered few details. 
One matter to be discussed 
is promoting Chinese tra-
vel and tourism to the Uni-
ted States, with Raimondo 
noting the recent easing of 
restrictions on large Chine-
se groups visiting the U.S.

Raimondo’s visit, like 
the July trip by Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen, is 
meant to show the admi-
nistration’s willingness 
to partner with China on 
economic development at 
a time of escalating ten-
sions on foreign policy 
and national security and 
as Washington bolsters 
alliances with Japan, Sou-
th Korea, Australia and the 
European Union.

Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken made a two-
-day stop in Beijing in June, 
the highest-level meetings 
in China in the past five 

years. Blinken met with 
President Xi Jinping and 
the two agreed to stabilize 
U.S.-China ties, but better 
communications between 
their militaries could not 
be agreed upon.

There are divisions 
around the economy, too, 
particularly after the im-
position of U.S. foreign 
investment controls that 
have stung numerous Chi-
nese companies. China has 
accused the U.S. of “using 
the cover of ‘risk reduction’ 
to carry out ‘decoupling 
and chain-breaking,’” and 
has increased its own trade 
in Asia.

The controls pertain to 
advanced computer chips, 
microelectronics, quan-
tum information techno-
logies and artificial inte-
lligence. The U.S. says the 
effort stemmed from na-
tional security goals rather 
than economic interests, 
and that the categories 
covered were intentionally 
narrow.

The U.S. moves are 
meant to blunt China’s abi-
lity to use American invest-
ments in its technology 
companies to upgrade its 
military, while preserving 
broader levels of trade that 
are vital to both nations. 
But China’s Ministry of 
Commerce said it has “se-
rious concern” about Bi-
den’s executive order.

Raimondo said the U.S. 
was not interested in “con-
taining China’s economic 

development.”
“We want the Chinese 

economy to prosper. We 
do not want to contain or 
hold back China,” she said. 
“We do need to protect 
our national security, and 
we’re going to use our ex-
port controls to the fullest 
extent possible to do that.”

She said attempts to 
boost the U.S. economy by 
promoting manufacturing, 
a centerpiece of Biden’s 
2024 reelection campaign, 
“does not mean, at all, that 
we want to decouple from 
China’s economy. And I 
plan to make that very 
clear in my meetings.”

“The U.S. and China 
share a large, dynamic, 
growing economic rela-
tionship,” Raimondo said. 
“And both of our countries 
— in fact, the entire world 
— need us to manage that 
relationship responsibly.”

Raimondo added that 
she is seeking “to have a 
stable commercial rela-
tionship, and the core to 
that is regular communi-
cation.”

“It’s hard to solve pro-
blems in any relationship 
if you don’t communicate. 
And lack of communica-
tion results in rising ten-
sions and a spiral to a bad 
place,” Raimondo said.

China’s Ministry of 
Commerce has said Rai-
mondo’s visit came at the 
invitation of Minister Wang 
Wentao. China Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Wang 

Wenbin said at Friday news 
conference, when asked 
about Raimondo’s travels, 
that “China and the US are 
in touch about bilateral en-
gagement and exchange.”

Biden said at a recent 
fundraiser in Utah for his 
reelection campaign that 
China was a “ticking time 
bomb.”

Raimondo said she 
spoke with Biden before 
leaving for China and that 
he asked her to convey the 
message that there’s “be-
nefit to communicating to 
reduce tensions.”

“That does not mean 
compromise,” said Rai-
mondo, who added: “I’m 
not going to pull my pun-
ches, but I intend to be 
practical.”

The commerce secre-
tary said she spoke before 
her trip with top U.S. labor 
leaders and more than 100 
industry executives who 
are anxious to do business 
with China but were “in-
creasingly concerned” by 
the country’s nonmarket 
practices, which makes 
competing for global busi-
ness difficult.

“We all know that China 
has not followed through 
on the economic reforms 
that it has promised,” Rai-
mondo said. “And it’s clear-
ly continuously committed 
to using non-market trade 
and investment practices, 
and that forces us to de-
fend our businesses and 
workers.” MDT/AP
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The fight for racial equality in the United Sta-
tes moved a step closer to victory today as 
Martin Luther King spoke of his dream for free-
dom in an address to thousands of Americans. 

Reverend King was greeted with rapturous 
applause as he delivered his heart-felt words 
to a 250,000-strong crowd of civil rights pro-
testers at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington 
DC. 

He spoke of the need “to rise from the dark 
and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit 
path of racial justice”. 

He promised that the struggle for equality 
would continue until “justice rolls down like wa-
ters and righteousness like a mighty stream”. 

Rev King, who has worked tirelessly for an 
end to racial discrimination through non-vio-
lent means, spoke repeatedly of his dream for 
equality. 

“I have a dream,” he said. “I have a dream that 
my four little children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the colour of 
their skin but by the content of their character. 

“I have a dream today. 
“I have a dream that one day every valley 

shall be engulfed, every hill shall be exalted and 
every mountain shall be made low, the rough 
places will be made plains and the crooked pla-
ces will be made straight and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it 
together.” 

Dr King, who is president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) first 
came to prominence in 1955 when he led a 
382-day bus boycott in an attempt to end se-
gregation on city buses. 

Since then he has endured numerous arres-
ts, violent harrassment and a bomb attack on 
his home. 

But his struggle continues and it is believed 
today’s speech will have a lasting impact on all 
who heard it. 

Courtesy BBC News

1963 King’s dream for
	   racial harmony

In context

The Rev Martin Luther King spearheaded the 
campaign against segregation and racial dis-
crimination in the United States. 
But his crusade was cut dramatically short, 
when he was assassinated on 4 April 1968 in 
the southern US city of Memphis, Tennessee, 
aged 39. 
He was shot in the neck by a rifle bullet as 
he stood on a balcony from where he was to 
lead a march of sanitation workers protesting 
against low wages and poor working condi-
tions 
James Earl Ray was convicted of his murder 
and sentenced to 99 years in prison. 
But he later retracted his confession and said 
he had been only a minor player in a conspir-
acy. 
However, his appeals for a new trial were re-
jected and he died in prison in 1998.

this day in historyEXPLAINER

At Fukushima Daiichi, 
decommissioning the nuclear 
plant is far more challenging 
than water release

decommissioning is making 
little progress. TEPCO says it 
plans to release 31,200 tons 
of treated water by the end 
of March 2024, which wou-
ld empty only 10 tanks out of 
1,000 because of the conti-
nued production of wastewa-
ter at the plant.

The pace will later pick up, 
and about 1/3 of the tanks 
will be removed over the next 
10 years, freeing up space for 
the plant’s decommissioning, 
said TEPCO executive Junichi 
Matsumoto, who is in charge 
of the treated water release. 
He says the water would be re-
leased gradually over the span 
of 30 years, but as long as the 
melted fuel stays in the reac-
tors, it requires cooling water, 
which creates more wastewa-
ter.

Emptied tanks also need 
to be scrapped for storage. 
Highly radioactive sludge, a 
byproduct of filtering at the 
treatment machine, also is a 
concern.

WHAT CHALLENGES ARE 
AHEAD?

About 880 tons of fatally ra-
dioactive melted nuclear fuel 
remain inside the reactors. 
Robotic probes have provi-
ded some information but the 
status of the melted debris re-
mains largely unknown.

Earlier this year, a remote-

-controlled underwater vehi-
cle successfully collected a 
tiny sample from inside Unit 
1’s reactor — only a spoonful 
of the melted fuel debris in the 
three reactors. That’s 10 times 
the amount of damaged fuel 
removed at the Three Mile 
Island cleanup following its 
1979 partial core melt.

Trial removal of melted 
debris using a giant remote-
-controlled robotic arm will 
begin in Unit 2 later this year 
after a nearly two-year delay. 
Spent fuel removal from Unit 
1 reactor’s cooling pool is set 
to start in 2027 after a 10-year 
delay. Once all the spent fuel is 
removed, the focus will turn in 
2031 to taking melted debris 
out of the reactors. But de-
bris removal methods for two 
other reactors have not been 
decided.

Matsumoto says “technical 
difficulty involving the de-
commissioning is much hi-
gher” than the water release 
and involves higher risks of 
exposures by plant workers to 
remove spent fuel or melted 
fuel.

“Measures to reduce radia-
tion exposure risks by plant 
workers will be increasingly 
difficult,” Matsumoto said. 
“Reduction of exposure risks 
is the basis for achieving both 
Fukushima’s recovery and de-
commissioning.”

HOW BADLY WERE THE 
REACTORS DAMAGED?

Inside the worst-hit Unit 1, 
most of its reactor core mel-
ted and fell to the bottom of 
the primary containment 
chamber and possibly fur-
ther into the concrete base-
ment. A robotic probe sent 
inside the Unit 1 primary 
containment chamber found 
that its pedestal — the main 
supporting structure directly 
under its core — was extensi-
vely damaged.

Most of its thick concrete 
exterior was missing, expo-
sing the internal steel rein-
forcement, and the nuclear 
regulators have requested 
TEPCO to make risk assess-
ment.

CAN DECOMMISSIONING 
END BY 2051 AS 
PLANNED?

The government has stu-
ck to its initial 30-to-40-year 
target for completing the de-
commissioning, without de-
fining what that means.

An overly ambitious sche-
dule could result in unne-
cessary radiation exposures 
for plant workers and excess 
environmental damage. 
Some experts say it would be 
impossible to remove all the 
melted fuel debris by 2051 
and would take 50-100 years, 
if achieved at all. MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, FUTABA

F
OR the wrecked 
Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear plant, mana-
ging the ever-growing 

volume of radioactive was-
tewater held in more than 
1,000 tanks has been a safety 
risk and a burden since the 
meltdown in March 2011. Its 
release marks a milestone for 
the decommissioning, which 
is expected to take decades.

But it’s just the beginning 
of the challenges ahead, such 
as the removal of the fatally 
radioactive melted fuel de-
bris that remains in the three 
damaged reactors, a daunting 
task if ever accomplished.

Here’s a look at what’s going 
on with the plant’s decommis-
sioning:

WHAT HAPPENED AT 
FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI?

A magnitude 9.0 quake 
on March 11, 2011, trigge-
red a massive tsunami that 
destroyed the plant’s power 
supply and cooling systems, 
causing three reactors to melt 
and spew large amounts of ra-
diation. Highly contaminated 
cooling water applied to the 
damaged reactors has leaked 
continuously into building 
basements and mixed with 
groundwater. The water is col-
lected and treated. Then, some 
is recycled as cooling water for 
melted fuel, while the rest is 
held in tanks that cover much 
of the plant.

WHY RELEASE 
THE WATER?

Fukushima Daiichi has 
struggled to handle the conta-
minated water since the 2011 
disaster. The government and 
the plant operator, Tokyo Elec-
tric Power Company Holdings, 
say the tanks must be remo-
ved to make way for facilities 
needed to decommission the 
plant, such as storage space for 
melted fuel debris and other 
highly contaminated waste.

WILL THE WASTEWATER 
RELEASE PUSH DECOM-
MISSIONING FORWARD?

Not right away, because the 
water release is slow and the 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- 	Web address starter; 5- ___ Crunch; 9- ___ Blanc; 13- Yorkshire river; 

14- Thin as ___; 16- Nabisco cookie; 17- Golda of Israel; 18- Like soft-boiled eggs; 
19- Tidy, without fault; 20- Biblical gift bearers; 21- Delivery room docs; 22- Resides; 
24- Spicy stew; 26- June 6, 1944; 27- Blast from the past; 29- Small piece of lean meat; 
33- Elected; 34- The majority of; 35- Undoing; 36- Stumblebum; 37- Fight, disturbance; 
38- Hindu title; 39- ___ take arms against...; 41- Cereal grain; 42- Cooked in oven; 44- 
Foundation; 46- Sanctify; 47- 1/100 of a monetary unit; 48- Female choir voice; 49- 
Offhand; 52- General on Chinese menus; 53- Defense grp. since 1949; 57- Airline to Tel 
Aviv; 58- Exodus origin; 60- Let’s just leave ___ that; 61- Old Italian money; 62- Theme; 
63- Foot part; 64- Den; 65- Word in many college names; 66- Greek goddess of victory;
 
DOWN 1- Soccer star Mia; 2- ___ yellow ribbon...; 3- Math course; 4- Time spans; 
5- King of pop; 6- Island off Venezuela; 7- Gives a bad review; 8- Diarist Anais; 9- 
Minter; 10- Hurler Hershiser; 11- Oscar 
winner Patricia; 12- Small fry; 15- High 
explosive; 23- Has been; 25- Falsehood; 
26- Prescribed amounts; 27- Chicago’s 
airport; 28- Towering; 29- Nick of “Cape 
Fear”; 30- Elephant parts; 31- Wearies; 32- 
Oklahoma city; 33- Prepare food; 34- Had 
in mind; 37- Small satellite; 40- Like the tiny 
mouth of a sponge; 42- Sandwich initials; 43- 
Eternal; 45- Afternoon social; 46- Blemish; 
48- Savory jelly; 49- Unit of an insurgency; 
50- Inter ___; 51- Delhi wrap; 52- Class; 54- 
Longfellow’s bell town; 55- Short nail; 56- 
Will-___-wisp; 59- Obtained; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Chances to express your ideas 
and beliefs can bring popularity 
as long as you’re not arrogant. 
Don’t overextend your self  in 
order to add luxury items to your 
entertainment center. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Do your own thing. Don’t overdo 
it. You need to enjoy yourself. 
You can make wonderful 
contributions to any organization 
that you join. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You need to do your own thing 
and work on making yourself  
the best you can be. Look into 
some form of  physical recreation. 
Today will be hectic. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You will inspire confidence in 
others. Follow your gut feeling 
regarding your business ventures. 
Get involved in activities that will 
be fun for the whole family. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Relatives will be cordial. 
Be cautious of  making any 
residential changes today. Find 
ways to make extra cash. Start 
making things or reusing rather 
than buying ready made. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your accomplishments could 
exceed your expectations if  you 
mix a little business with pleasure. 
Put your time and energy into 
travel, philosophy, and soul-
searching. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Travel and learning should be 
on your agenda today. Look out 
for yourself  today. Children or 
friends may try to talk you into 
lending them money. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Insincere gestures of  friendliness 
may be misleading. Short trips will 
prove to be more fruitful than you 
imagined. Try to keep to yourself; 
work diligently on domestic chores 
and responsibilities. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Love can be heightened if  you sit 
down and discuss your future plans. 
Don’t ruffle the feathers of  those you 
care about most. Take time to do some 
writing, whether it’s correspondence, 
poetry, or journaling.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Self  improvement projects should 
be your key concern. Confusion 
could result when communicating 
with others. Make sure that you 
have all the pertinent facts before 
taking action. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You will find that money could 
slip through your fingers. 
You may have to explain 
your actions to your family. 
Investments are best left alone 
today. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Let them know what your 
intentions are. Uncertainty about 
your relationship is prevalent. You 
have more energy than the rest of  
the people you live with anyway. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Ukraine’s Oleksandr Usyk 

BOXING 

Low-blow call helps Usyk come back to 
KO Dubois and keep heavyweight titles
A

FTER a controversial 
win to retain his hea-
vyweight boxing titles, 
Oleksandr Usyk had a 

message for Tyson Fury.
“I’m ready tomorrow,” the 

Ukrainian declared on Saturday 
when asked about a long-awaited 
and elusive unification fight with 
Fury.

This was after Usyk stopped 
British challenger Daniel Du-
bois in the ninth round. That win 
followed a disputed low blow whi-
ch gave the Ukrainian champion 
time to recover.

Fighting for the first time in 
more than a year and cheered on 
by fans waving Ukrainian flags, 
Usyk knocked down Dubois in the 
eighth round. Referee Luis Pabon 
stopped the fight when Usyk 
dumped him again in the ninth 
with a stiff right to the jaw.

The fight was halted in the fifth 
round for what Pabon ruled was 
a low blow by Dubois which sent 
Usyk to the canvas, where he sat 
against the ropes. Replays showed 

the punch hitting around Usyk’s 
belt. It was not given as a knock-
down but nor were any points de-
ducted from Dubois, and Pabon 
urged Usyk: “Take your time.”

The Ukrainian seemed to lack 
some of his usual speed after that 

as Dubois continued to target the 
body, but he recovered to knock 
down Dubois twice and take the 
win.

Dubois said he was “cheated 
out of victory tonight” over the 
low blow call. His promoter Frank 

Warren suggested there could be 
a rematch. Asked about the inci-
dent Usyk said, “Boxing, it’s tough 
sport, yeah? But I’m great.” He ad-
ded that he respects his opponent 
“but it’s boxing, it’s not ballet.”

Usyk remained unbeaten at 
21-0 after his second defense of 
the WBA, IBF and WBO belts he 
took from Anthony Joshua in 2021 
and held after a rematch a year 
later.

Dubois’ win-loss record dro-
pped to 19-2.

It was only Usyk’s fifth career fi-
ght at heavyweight and his fourth 
in a row against British boxers.

It was essentially a home fight 
for Usyk in Poland, which nei-
ghbors Ukraine and has taken 
in many Ukrainians who left the 
country since Russia invaded last 
year. A message was shown from 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who likened Usyk’s 
strength to that of the Ukrainian 
people and compared Dubois to 
the country’s friends abroad.

Usyk himself is from Crimea, 

which Russia annexed in 2014. Af-
ter the fight, he said he was “gra-
teful for my country and for (the) 
Ukrainian army,” to cheers from 
the 40,000 fans at the soccer sta-
dium venue.

The win could mean a new 
push for a unification fight with 
WBC titleholder Fury, to crown 
the heavyweight division’s first 
undisputed champion since 2000. 
Talks to stage that fight collapsed 
this year, prompting Usyk to take 
on Dubois, the WBA mandatory 
challenger.

Fury has a non-title boxing ma-
tch with former UFC heavyweight 
champion Francis Ngannou in 
Saudi Arabia in October. Ano-
ther opponent for Usyk could be 
unbeaten Croatian Filip Hrgović, 
the IBF mandatory challenger. 
Usyk seemed less enthusiastic 
about a potential Hrgović matchup 
than a fight with Fury, saying it 
would be a matter for his promo-
ter and his manager and that he 
needed rest. “I go drink sparkling 
water,” he said. MDT/AP
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Egypt, Ethiopia and 
Sudan resumed their 
years-long negotiations 
yesterday over the 
controversial dam 
Ethiopia is building on 
the Nile River’s main 
tributary, officials said. 
The resumption of talks 
came after President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi and 
Ethiopia Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed said last 
month that they aim to 
reach within four months 
an agreement on the 
operation of the $4.6 
billion Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam on 
the Blue Nile. The Blue 
Nile meets the White 
Nile in Sudan’s capital 
of Khartoum, before 
winding northward 
through Egypt to the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Greece More than 600 
firefighters, including 
reinforcements from 
several European 
countries and backed 
by a fleet of water-
dropping planes and 
helicopters, were battling 
three major wildfires 
in Greece yesterday, 
two of which have 
been raging for days. 
A massive blaze in the 
country’s northeastern 
regions of Evros and 
Alexandroupolis, believed 
to have caused 20 of 
the 21 wildfire-related 
deaths in the past week 
in Greece, was burning 
for a ninth day.

Zimbabwean President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
was re-elected for a 
second and final five-year 
term late Saturday in 
results announced much 
earlier than expected 
following another 
troubled vote in the 
southern African country 
with a history of violent 
and disputed elections. 
An opposition party 
spokesperson said within 
minutes of Mnangagwa 
being declared the winner 
that they would reject 
the results as “hastily 
assembled without 
proper verification.”

3 US Marines killed, 20 injured in an aircraft 
crash in Australia during a training exercise

A United States Marine Corps aircraft crashed on a north 
Australian island yesterday, killing three Marines and injuring 
20 during a multination training exercise, officials said.

Three had been confirmed dead on Melville Island and five 
of the 23 on board were flown in serious condition 80 kilome-
ters to the mainland city of Darwin for hospital treatment af-
ter the Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey tiltrotor aircraft crashed arou-
nd 9:30 a.m. local time, a statement from the Marines said.

“Recovery efforts are ongoing,” the statement said, adding 
the cause of the crash was under investigation.

Helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft had been deployed to 
return from the remote location with the rest of the injured, 
Northern Territory Police Commissioner Michael Murphy 
said.

One of the injured was undergoing surgery at the Royal 
Darwin Hospital, Northern Territory Chief Minister Natasha 
Fyles said around six hours after the crash.

“We acknowledge that this is a terrible incident,” Fyles said. 
“The Northern Territory government stands by to offer whate-
ver assistance is required.”

OPINION
China Daily
Xinhua Commentary

EDITH M. LEDERER, 
UNITED NATIONS 

ISLAMIC State extremis-
ts have almost doubled 

the territory they control in 
Mali in less than a year, and 
their al-Qaida-linked rivals 
are capitalizing on the dea-
dlock and perceived weak-
ness of armed groups that 
signed a 2015 peace agree-
ment, United Nations ex-
perts said in a new report.

The stalled implemen-
tation of the peace deal 
and sustained attacks on 
communities have offered 
the IS group and al-Qaida 
affiliates a chance “to re-
-enact the 2012 scenario,” 
they said.

That’s the year when a 
military coup took place 
in the West African coun-
try and rebels in the north 
formed an Islamic state 
two months later. The ex-
tremist rebels were forced 
from power in the north 
with the help of a French-
-led military operation, but 
they moved from the arid 
north to more populated 
central Mali in 2015 and re-
main active.

In August 2020, Mali’s 
president was overthrown 
in a coup that included an 
army colonel who carried 
out a second coup and was 
sworn in as president in 
June 2021. He developed 
ties to Russia’s military and 
Russia’s Wagner mercenary 
group whose head, Yev-
geny Prigozhin, was repor-
tedly killed in a plane crash 
on a flight from Moscow 
this week.

The 2015 peace agree-
ment was signed by three 
parties: the government, 
a pro-government militia 
and a coalition of groups 
who seek autonomy in 
northern Mali.

The panel of experts said 
in the report circulated Fri-
day that the impasse in im-
plementing the agreement 
— especially the disarma-
ment, demobilization and 

reintegration of comba-
tants into society — is em-
powering al-Qaida-linked 
Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa 
al-Muslimin, known as 
JNIM, to vie for leadership 
in northern Mali.

Sustained violence and 
attacks mostly by IS figh-
ters in the Greater Sahara 
have also made the sig-
natories to the peace deal 
“appear to be weak and un-
reliable security providers” 
for communities targeted 
by the extremists, the ex-
perts said.

JNIM is taking advanta-
ge of this weakening “and 
is now positioning itself 
as the sole actor capable 
of protecting populations 
against Islamic State in the 
Greater Sahara,” they said.

The panel said Mali’s 
military rulers are wat-
ching the confrontation 
between the IS group and 
al-Qaida affiliate from a 
distance.

The experts cited some 
sources as saying the go-
vernment believes that 
over time the confronta-
tion in the north will bene-
fit Malian authorities, but 
said other sources believe 
time favors the terrorists 
“whose military capacities 
and community penetra-
tion grow each day.”

“In less than a year, Is-
lamic State in the Greater 
Sahara has almost doubled 
its areas of control in Mali,” 
the panel said, pointing 
to its control now of rural 
areas in eastern Menaka 
and large parts of the An-
songo area in northern 
Gao.

In June, Mali’s junta or-
dered the U.N. peacekee-
ping force and its 15,000 in-
ternational troops to leave 
after a decade of working 
on stemming the jihadi in-
surgency The Security Cou-
ncil terminated the mis-
sion’s mandate on June 30.

The panel said the ar-
med groups that signed the 
2015 agreement expressed 
concern that the peace deal 
could potentially fall apart 
without U.N. mediation, 
“thereby exposing the nor-
thern regions to the risk of 
another uprising.”

The U.N. force, known 
as MINUSMA, “played a 
crucial role” in facilitating 
talks between the parties, 
monitoring and reporting 
on the implementation of 
the agreement, and inves-
tigating alleged violations, 
the panel said.

The 104-page report 
painted a grim picture of 
other turmoil and abuses 
in the country. MDT/AP

UN experts: Islamic 
State group almost 
doubled the territory 
they control in Mali 
in under a year
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A sign on the northern road exiting in Gao, Northern Mali, reads 
“welcome to the islamic state of Gao on Jan. 30, 2013

China-Africa 
cooperation ushers in 
better future following 
BRICS Summit

China-Africa ties have been reinvigorated with a miles-
tone dialogue event co-chaired on Thursday by the BRICS 
member countries of China and South Africa, which were 
also attending the 15th BRICS Summit here this week.

At the China-Africa Leaders’ Dialogue on Thursday, Chi-
na unveiled a host of new initiatives and plans to help the 
continent with economic integration and modernization, 
rolling out a heartening picture for the future of the Global 
South.

Such measures as the Initiative on Supporting Africa’s 
Industrialization, the Plan for China Supporting Africa’s 
Agricultural Modernization, and the Plan for China-Africa 
Cooperation on Talent Development are on track to assist 
Africa in transforming the manufacturing sector, delivering 
food self-sufficiency and training high-caliber talents.

The latest pledge from China reaffirms the country’s lon-
g-term commitment to promoting stability, development 
and prosperity of the continent and the wellbeing of the 
African people.

The industrial initiative stressed that through the nine 
programs under the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, 
as well as cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative 
and the Global Development Initiative, China will channel 
more resources of assistance, investment and financing 
amid a push for industrialization.

The agricultural plan indicated that China will help Afri-
ca expand grain plantation and encourage Chinese com-
panies to increase agricultural investment in Africa. It aims 
to help Africa achieve food self-sufficiency and indepen-
dent sustainable development, promote food production 
in Africa, effectively boost Africa’s ability to safeguard its 
food security, and help it reach related goals in agricultural 
modernization.

And the talent plan seeks to train 500 principals and hi-
gh-caliber teachers of vocational colleges every year, and 
10,000 technical personnel with both Chinese language 
and vocational skills for Africa.

All these efforts speak volumes for China’s Africa policy 
with the principle of sincerity, real results, amity and good 
faith, of which China has remained a practitioner over the 
past 10 years.

Booming bilateral economic and trade cooperation also 
underpins the enduring China-Africa relations that have 
weathered the vicissitudes of time. China has remained 
Africa’s largest trading partner over the past decade and the 
largest export destination for Africa. Official data show that 
bilateral trade grew %11 to USD282 billion in 2022.

The bilateral trade ties continue to enjoy steady growth 
despite an unbalanced world economic recovery and a 
sluggish global business environment. Latest data from 
China’s customs authority showed that trade between Chi-
na and Africa rose %7.4 year-on-year to 1.14 trillion yuan 
(about USD158.36 billion) in the first seven months of this 
year.

Looking ahead, China will work with Africa to enhance the 
synergy of their development strategies, and will continue 
to support Africa in speaking with one voice on internatio-
nal affairs to keep improving its international standing.

As was pledged, China will also work actively at the G20 
summit next month to support the African Union to gain 
full membership in the group, and supports making special 
arrangements on UN Security Council reform to meet Afri-
ca’s aspiration as a priority.

The two sides also share a keen aspiration for self-stren-
gthening. China is pursuing the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation on all fronts through a Chinese path to mo-
dernization, while Africa is making all-out efforts to build a 
new Africa that enjoys peace, unity, prosperity and strength.

Notably, this 15th BRICS Summit in Johannesburg was 
themed on “BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually Ac-
celerated Growth, Sustainable Development and Inclusive 
Multilateralism.” China and this year’s host country South 
Africa, both key members of the group, are expected to play 
pioneering roles to help amplify the voice of the Global Sou-
th for more balanced development.
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