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WERE FINED FOR VIOLATING THE PERSONAL 
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Japan Tokyo prosecutors 
said yesterday they have 
arrested the former vice 
foreign minister of Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida’s 
Cabinet on suspicion of 
accepting more than 61 
million yen ($414,000) in 
bribes from a wind power 
company in return for 
his promotion of wind 
power and other favorable 
treatment. Masatoshi 
Akimoto, 48, was arrested 
on suspicion of accepting 
the bribes, including 30 
million yen ($204,000) in 
cash at his parliamentary 
office , from a wind power 
company executive on 
several occasions.

British police hunted 
across the country 
yesterday and put ports 
and airports on alert 
for a former soldier who 
escaped from a London 
prison while awaiting trial 
on terrorism charges. 
Opposition politicians 
demanded to know how 
Daniel Abed Khalife 
managed to slip out 
of medium-security 
Wandsworth Prison and 
why he was not being held 
at a maximum-security 
facility. Khalife, 21, is 
accused of planting fake 
bombs at a military base 
and of violating Britain’s 
Official Secrets Act.

Ukraine A Russian missile 
tore through an outdoor 
market in eastern Ukraine 
yesterday [, killing 17 
people and wounding 
dozens, as U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
returned to the country 
with more than $1 billion in 
new American funding for 
Ukraine, including military 
and humanitarian aid. 
Blinken’s fourth visit to the 
country was overshadowed 
by the strike in the city of 
Kostiantynivka, near the 
front line in the Donetsk 
region, that turned the 
marketplace into an 
inferno.
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Parliament to prioritize 
electoral laws review 

in new session
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‘Prova de Vida’ (Proof 
of Life) exhibition by 

architect Eduardo 
Flores offers an 

insight into Macau’s 
urban landscape of 

the past 40 years
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PROVA DE VIDA

Eduardo Flores offers an   insight into 
Macau’s architecture over   the past 40 years
RENATO MARQUES

PROOF of Life (Prova de 
Vida) is the title of an exhi-

bition by the architect Eduar-
do Flores, and aims not only 
to provide a retrospective 
over his 40-year career as an 
architect in Macau but  also 
strives to go beyond that, of-
fering an insight of the local 
architecture from the 1980s 
to the present day.

The exhibition shows not 
only Flores’ projects, but 
many collaborations, unbuilt 
projects, and ideas, some of 
which have never progressed 
beyond a sketch.

In addition to showcasing 
photographs, drawings, and 

other project-related docu-
mentation, it also shares sto-
ries and thoughts from the 
author about the projects 
and the behind-the-scenes 
of some of the most iconic 
works in Macau, from buil-
dings and multifunctional ve-
nues to overpasses.

“It’s an unfiltered display, 
which means that there are a 
lot of mistakes and imperfec-
tions. It is not just personal in 
the sense of showcasing only 
my work, but it also often tou-
ches on the works of other ar-
chitects in Macau, and works 
for which I have submitted 
proposals and tendered de-
signs for projects that were 
eventually built by others,” 

the architect said.
In the exhibition, the au-

dience, especially those from 
younger generations, can 
gain insights into a Macau 
they have never experienced. 
In this way, the audience can 
develop an understanding 
of some of the city’s existing 
structures, which reflect the 
thinking at the time on urban 
growth.

“It showcases my life in ar-
chitecture, not just my archi-
tectural creations, and that is 
why the book (available at the 
exhibition) is also titled – ‘A 
Biography in Architecture,’” 
Flores remarked.

Inviting the viewers to ex-
plore various moments and 

architectural developments 
chronologically, the exhibi-
tion is featured at the lower-
-ground floor level of Casa 
Garden (Orient Foundation). 
It includes some indispen-
sable pieces such as the first 
building designed by the ar-
chitect in Macau and some of 
the most emblematic structu-
res like the Cheoc Van Swim-
ming Pool, the Islands Heal-
thcare Center, the overpasses 
of NAPE, as well as several fa-
cilities built for the telecom-
munications company CTM.

While exploring the diffe-
rent projects on display, the 
architect admits that not all 
of them have aged well, with 
some projects undergoing re-

Macao Week in Tianjin 
gathers 2.16m visitors

The second Macao Week of 2023 
culminated in Tianjin, attracting nearly 2.16 
million spectators on site, according to the 
Macao Government Tourism Office. Staged 
for five days, the event also garnered 
150 million pageviews for the hashtag 
#MacaoWeekinTianjin on Weibo. Through 
the mega roadshow, presentation seminar 
and gastronomic promotion along with a 
variety of multichannel online promotions, 
the event aims to attract mainland visitors 
to Macau for vacation during the Mid-
Autumn Festival, National Day and other 
holidays, as part of the efforts to reinforce 
the mainland visitor markets.

Measures issued to 
facilitate Macau-based 
planning institutions 
to practice in Hengqin

Hengqin recently issued the trial measures 
for Macau and Hong Kong-based planning 
institutions and professionals to file their 
practice in Guangdong-Macao In-depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin. According 
to the Urban Planning and Construction 
Bureau of the zone, these measures work 
to facilitate those planning institutions and 
professionals to practice in Hengqin, and 
deepen the exchanges of planning industry 
in the three regions. These measures will 
take effect on September 17, appropriately 
relaxing the filing conditions and scope of 
practice of those planning institutions and 
professionals in the zone.

DSOP receives 23 
bids for old court 
renovation project

Public Works Bureau (DSOP) received 23 
bids, 22 of which were accepted, and one 
required additional documents for the roof 
construction of the old court building’s 
transformation into the Court of Final 
Appeal. Then bids ranged from MOP214 
million to MOP256 million, with the total 
duration ranging from 530 to 550 working 
days. The renovation project involves two 
sites, including the former court building 
and the former Judiciary Police (PJ) 
headquarters.

DSAL to hold 
job-matching sessions 
next weekend

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) and the 
Macau Federation of Trade Unions (MFTU) 
will collaborate to hold three industry-
specific matching sessions on September 
14 and 15, providing a total of 248 
vacancies.  Data from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC) indicated that 
the general unemployment rate stands at 
2.6%, while the unemployment rate of local 
residents was 3.3% for May – July 2023. 
According to DSAL, the job-matching 
session aims to alleviate the pressure of the 
different sectors’ human resources needs. 
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PROVA DE VIDA

Eduardo Flores offers an   insight into 
Macau’s architecture over   the past 40 years

Parliament 
to prioritize 
electoral laws 
review in 
new session
T

HE review of electo-
ral laws will be placed 
“at a critical position,” 
President Kou Hoi In 

of the parliament has underli-
ned.

The second session of the 
seventh term of the parliament 
will conclude on Oct. 15, and 
the body recently released its 
report on the closed session. 
No press conference was held 
for this purpose, unlike Kou’s 
predecessors.

In the report, the president 
noted that “the Legislative As-
sembly has been safeguarding 
the constitutional foundation 
of the Special Administrative 
Region and ensuring the ef-
fective operation of Executive 
Dominance. Adhering to the 
tradition of loving the country 
and loving Macau, the Assem-
bly will firmly steer its work in 
the right direction. It will con-
tinuously support, cooperate 
with, and supervise the gover-
nment’s administration in ac-
cordance with the law, as well 
as the government’s effective 
use of the powers conferred by 
the Basic Law.”

Discussing the parliament’s 
agenda for the coming session, 
Kou emphasized that the re-

view of the electoral laws for 
the Chief Executive and the 
parliament will be prioritized 
“to ensure the power of gover-
nance is firmly in the hands of 
patriots.”

In consideration of the le-
gislative procedures required 
and the imminent selection of 
the Chief Executive, Kou said 
that, “the parliament will com-
municate effectively with the 
government to foster sincere 
cooperation, unity, and ensure 
the quality and efficient con-
clusion of the legislation under 
review.”

The government has annou-
nced that under the proposed 
tightening of the Electoral 
Law, a vetting process will be 
conducted to ensure all can-
didates have no background 
demonstrating an ‘unpatriotic’ 
mentality or history of such ac-
tivities. Such decisions are not 
subject to judicial appeal.

Matters of national securi-
ty, civil aviation, and gambling 
will also be crucial in the new 
session.

Reviewing the current ses-
sion, the seven lawmakers 
appointed by the Chief Execu-
tive have not submitted writ-
ten or oral inquiries. AL

peated change over time and lo-
sing their identity and, in some 
cases their original purpose, in 
the process.

CHEOC VAN POOL HAS 
BEEN ‘MISTREATED’

Among the works that endured 
mistreatment is the swimming 
pool of Cheoc Van. The author 
describes the swimming pool as 
having been “tortured” and “dis-
figured” in its essence. This is so-
mething that the architect views 
with some sadness but also notes 
that most people continue to no-
minate it as their favorite pool fa-
cility in Macau, a testament to the 
enduring appeal of the original de-
sign.

“The idea was to make a swim-
ming pool that would cater for 
people who are not fans of swim-
ming pools, including myself,” the 
author explained. The Cheoc Van 
pool continues to be one of his 
most widely recognized works.

SOME BUILDINGS  ‘AGE WELL’
On the other hand, there are 

some buildings that he claims 
have “aged well” and that “are 

now prettier than when they were 
initially built.” Among these, he 
highlighted the ‘Cell Site 2’ from 
CTM, located at Taipa’s Hill.

“It’s very beautiful now. The 
way the building connected with 
nature and the greenery around 
it is just very beautiful and this 
makes me very happy. Everything 
fell in place – the way the concrete 
aged, the way the humidity set in 
some areas […] it resulted in so-
mething even better than I expec-
ted,” he said.

The architect also noted that 
the aging and the way architec-
tural structures decay is also one 
of the leitmotifs of the exhibition. 
Flores sought to communicate the 
idea that “buildings decay not just 
through the passage of time but 
also due to mistreatment.” He ad-
ded, “the architecture and the ci-
ties are just like people: they need 
continuous care, otherwise they 
are gone.”

THE NAPE CONCRETE 
‘SCULPTURES’

An enthusiast of concrete as 
a construction material, Flores 
takes joy in his work on the over-

passes that link the ZAPE to the 
NAPE area in central Macau for 
several reasons.

“Firstly, it was a challenge as 
an architect to collaborate with 
engineers. Secondly, I love to 
work with concrete. There is also 
a very amusing story about those 
overpasses. I once got stopped on 
the street and complimented by a 
man, who I recognized as one of 
the great sculptors of Macau. He 
complimented me for my beau-
tiful sculptures [referring to the 
overpasses]. This encounter left 
me floored, as it was a huge com-
pliment.”

BEYOND THE EXHIBITION
Having commenced on Sept. 5, 

the exhibition will run until Sept. 
17. It will feature talks and semi-
naries primarily directed towards 
architects and urban planners as 
part of training activities organi-
zed by the Architecture, Enginee-
ring and Urban Planning Council 
(CAEU). The first talk was presen-
ted on the opening day, and two 
more are scheduled for Sept. 9 
at 3:30 p.m. The final seminar is 
scheduled for Sept. 15 at 6 p.m.
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New English book documents 
Portuguese poet Pessanha

STATS

IAS receives 69 requests for assistance for gambling disorder 
THE city’s central regis-

tration system for gam-
bling disorder has received 
a total of 69 requests for 
assistance, an increase of 
nearly 60% when compa-
red to the same period last 
year.

However, the figure was 
in line with pre-pandemic 
levels.

According to the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), non-
-Macau residents accoun-
ted for 19 cases, represen-
ting a 10% increase from 
2020 levels.

Cheang Io Tat, direc-
tor of the Prevention and 
Treatment of Problem 
Gambling and Drug De-
pendence of the IAS, said 
that the 69 individuals 
seeking help fell within an 

age group between 30 to 
49 years old. About 70% 
of them had moderate or 
lower levels of gambling 
dependence.

The official attributed 
the increase in requests for 
assistance primarily to the 
reopening of the border in 
January this year, as well 
“effective promotion by the 
government and all sectors 
of society, and the grea-
ter availability of diversi-
fied channels for seeking 
help,” making people more 
willing to seek assistance.

Cheang pledged that 
IAS will strengthen publi-
city and follow-ups to pre-
vent and treat gambling 
disorders for non-Macau 
residents starting from the 
second half of this year 

into the next.
The authorities also sta-

ted that they have yet to see 
evidence of gambling be-
coming better concealed 
or otherwise on the rise.

In June this year, IAS 
said that over the past five 
years, Macau has recorded 
data showing that less than 
3% of young people suffer 
from gambling disorders.

It added that since 2009, 
the bureau had conducted 
annual surveys on the pre-
vention of youth gambling 
through non-governmen-
tal associations. Survey 
results over the past five 
years indicated that the 
proportion of local youths 
with suspected gambling 
disorders ranged between 
2.2% to 2.9%.  LV

ANTHONY LAM

CAMILO Pessanha, a Portu-
guese poet who came to Ma-

cau at age 27, has become the 
focus of a book that goes beyond 
merely praising his poetic achie-
vements but also retells the hu-

man stories of his life .
Christopher Chu and Maggie 

Pui Man Hoi, who have previou-
sly published the book ‘Macau’s 
Historical Witnesses’ to tell the 
stories behind 22 locations in 
Macau, launched their new book 
about Pessanha at the Sofitel Ma-

cau yesterday.
It all started when they disco-

vered a government document 
about the poet, Hoi said yester-
day. The document was about the 
poet’s work, which inspired the 
couple to conduct further resear-
ch on his life, which they discove-

red was very interesting. 
For instance, she noted that, 

Ana Pessanha, the poet’s wife, 
was a feminist when evaluated 
by today’s standards. However, 
the poet had two mistresses in 
Macau, the older of which was 
a retired “flower girl” – a euphe-

mism for a sex worker – and the 
step daughter of the poet. Hoi 
also noted that during their re-
search, they discovered that his-
torically, it was common for older 
sex workers to merely listen to 
their customers. The couple spe-
culated that this was the reason 
behind the connection between 
the self-exiled poet and his first 
mistress.

When asked if the poet’s des-
cendants were contacted for the 
project, Chu said that they had 
attempted to make contact via 
email but did not receive a res-
ponse.

Chu and Hoi are correct that 
most existing documentation 
about Camilo Pessanha – like 
that relating to all historic Por-
tuguese figures associated with 
Macau – are written in Portugue-
se. Despite being one of the two 
official languages, Portuguese is 
not widely spoken in the Chine-
se community, except for certain 
creolized references such as ‘tai-
-ma-di’ for ‘tomate’ (‘tomato’ in 
Portuguese) and ‘for-ga’ for ‘folga’ 
(‘day off’ in Portuguese).

In fact, the existing Chinese 
community in Macau may not 
have the slightest awareness of 
the poet despite there being a 
street named after him. Instead, 
the Chinese community often (if 
not always) uses another referen-
ce for the street – ‘Lou Sek Tong.’ 
This is also the reason why they 
have chosen to write a book on 
the Portuguese poet, which they 
reemphasized should not to be 
read as a history book.

The story of Pessanha has 
been documented before. In 
2018, Portuguese filmmaker Rosa 
Coutinho Cabral was in Macau 
to shoot her documentary on the 
poet, entitled ‘Pe San Ie,’ which 
is the Romanization of the poet’s 
name in Chinese.

Christopher Chu (left) and Maggie Hoi
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Food delivery platforms fined 
for violating personal data
STAFF REPORTER

T
HREE major food de-
livery platforms in 
Macau were fined up 
to MOP60,000 for vio-

lating the Personal Data Pro-
tection Law, including for the 
transfer of user information 
outside Macau, which “has put 
the legitimate rights and inte-
rests of a large number of data 
subjects at unnecessary risk.”

According to a statement is-
sued by the Office for Personal 
Data Protection (GPDP), the 
delivery platforms were fined 
MOP20,000, MOP30,000 and 
MOP60,000 respectively. 

According to the office, 
when several food delivery 
platforms process personal 
data, although they may make 
different personal data pro-
tection commitments or gua-
rantees to users through their 
contractual terms and condi-
tions, in practice they lack su-
fficient compliance awareness 
and fail to carry out satisfac-

tory personal data protection. 
In terms of protection and 

compliance work, even the 

simple procedure of fulfilling 
notification obligations for 
automated processing of per-

sonal data in accordance with 
the provisions of the Personal 
Data Protection Law has not 

been completed as scheduled.
At the same time, the two 

platforms failed to perform 
their notification obligations 
in accordance with the law re-
garding the transfer of users’ 
personal data to places outsi-
de the SAR. 

In addition, when the GPDP 
intervened to request correc-
tions and fulfill the notifica-
tion obligations, “one of the 
platforms continued to not 
discharge its compliance obli-
gations and provided false in-
formation when fulfilling the 
notification obligation, which 
amounted to misleading the 
office.”

The office pledged to conti-
nue to monitor the processing 
of personal data by various 
platforms, refer to the regula-
tory experience of the main-
land and international coun-
tries, coordinate supervision 
when appropriate, and do its 
best to protect the personal 
data of citizens and tourists.

Meanwhile, as cited in a 
TDM report, mFood said that 
it actively cooperates with 
the relevant compliance obli-
gations under the GPDP, and 
cooperates during the investi-
gation process. The company 
also pledged to strictly abide 
by the law to protect residents’ 
data. 
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Security Secretary ‘not 
happy’ with manner of 
PSP information release 
ANTHONY LAM

BOTH he and the chief of 
the Public Security Po-

lice Force (PSP) were dissa-
tisfied with recent commu-
nications by the authority, 
stated Secretary for Security 
Wong Sio Chak.

Last week, a private vehi-
cle was observed travelling 
at high speed in front of 
Grand Lisboa Hotel, squee-
zing between a light bus and 
a seven-seater vehicle and 
running two red lights befo-
re colliding with a greening 
area at the door of Hotel Lis-
boa.

The immediate annou-
ncement by the PSP, which 
only spoke of a crash be-
tween two vehicles and a 
bus, drew criticism from the 
Macau Journalists’ Associa-
tion (AJM) for downplaying 
the severity of the accident.

Subsequent updates were 
only released approximately 
half a day later in response 
to inquiries from journalists.

The AJM described this 
approach to information 

release unhelpful for jour-
nalists seeking to critically 
assess the severity and 
newsworthiness of road in-
cidents and accidents.

Days later, footage of 
a PSP van running a red 
light was captured by a 
dashboard camera and 
went viral on social media. 
However, the PSP’s annou-
ncement described the in-
cident as involving a ‘private 
vehicle’ and a motorcycle.

At a recent press confe-
rence, Wong was asked to 
comment on the matter. 
He expressed his intention 
to “proactively” discuss 
the matter, adding that the 
manner of information re-
lease for both incidents 
“comprised a multitude of 
problems.”

He acknowledged that 
while there are incidents of 
varying seriousness, infor-
mation released for more 
serious incidents must be 
more detailed, timely and 
accurate.

The official noted that 
the police must avoid des-

cribing incidents in a vague 
or over simplified fashion. 
Details such as time, loca-
tion, severity of injury and 
people involved should be 
disclosed. The phase of the 
investigation should also be 
disclosed, should the inci-
dent’s cause be unclear.

He underscored that if 
the incident features chil-
dren, the elderly, disabled 
individuals, or law-enforce-
ment personnel or vehicles 
among those involved or 
injured, the incident should 
be considered serious.

Wong also expressed 
dissatisfaction with the ti-
ming of the update, stating 
that updates should not be 
delayed until the following 
day. Promptly announcing 
the results of investigations 
is also critical.

“[These criteria] are un-
questionable and are my 
requirement. In fact, the re-
quirement within the PSP 
is consistent [with mine], 
but problems have arisen 
during the handling of these 
two events,” Wong said.

Internal communica-
tions within the PSP were 
also problematic, judging 
from these two recent cases. 
Wong revealed that mid-le-
vel management failed to 
promptly report the cases 
and their details to higher 
management, admitting 
that he was not aware of the 
matters when the incidents 
occurred.

“This is problematic,” he 
said. “In fact, when severe 
cases happen, it has always 
been the practice to inform 
bureau heads or even the 
Secretary for Security. De-
tails on the incident, the 
method of follow-up and 
the release of information 
must be conveyed to senior 
management.”

He concluded that the 
failure to inform senior 
management of the details 
“is not acceptable.” An-
nouncing details of serious 
and sudden cases is critical 
to maintaining social sta-
bility and upholding the 
public’s right to informa-
tion, he added.

GBA
Shenzhen to 
allow HK, 
Macau residents 
purchase 
commercial 
properties 
STAFF REPORTER

SHENZHEN will start allowing residents of Hong 
Kong and Macau to buy commercial property 

and business apartments to bolster sales.
A news report issued by China Real Estate News 

stated that the policy easing was completed in re-
cent days and the relevant government departmen-
ts will be notified, citing a source in the Housing 
Provident Fund Management Center of Shenzhen. 

Under the eased rules, Hong Kong and Macau 
residents can purchase commercial properties, in-
cluding shops, offices and apartments.

SARs’ residents “can already sign online to buy, 
and there is no limit to the number of units,” the 
source said, adding that the southeastern city’s 
regulations on buying residential property are un-
changed, as cited in a report issued by Yicai Global.

Currently, residents of Hong Kong, Macau, and 
Taiwan can only buy one residence in Shenzhen. 
But if they plan to buy commercial property in the 
city, they must first set up a company there and get 
a business license.

An industry insider in Shenzhen pointed out 
that commercial real estate projects near the Shen-
zhen-Hong Kong border checkpoints are expected 
to benefit from the new policy, since Shenzhen re-
sidents are not that interested in owning assets in 
these areas, according to the report. 

And Hong Kong residents could not buy them 
previously, which weighed on sales in these areas, 
the person said.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 08.09.2023

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 7
BUSINESS經濟

M
D

T 
AR

CH
IV

E

CORPORATE BITS

Wynn is presenting a new 
collection of crafted cock-
tails designed by master 
mixologist Mariena Mercer 

Oktoberfest Macau at 
MGM,  the  annual brand 
event of MGM, is set to re-
turn to the town again in Oc-

Wynn mixologist to present new collection of drinksOktoberfest Macau at MGM taps the keg in October
Top Bartender in Las Vegas 
and Top 10 Female Barten-
ders in the World. 

She will soon reveal a new 
collection of drinks for a num-
ber of bars and restaurants at 
Wynn in Macau, commencing 
with Wing Lei Bar at Wynn Pa-
lace as well as Bar Cristal and 
Cinnebar at Wynn Macau. 

Inspired by Wing Lei Bar’s 
jewelry box design, Mercer 
Boarini has crafted six collec-
tible gemstone cocktails and 
mocktails – ‘Mother of Pearl,’ 
‘Citrine,’ ‘Ruby,’ ‘Amber’ and 
more – the first collection of 
experiential cocktails to de-
but today. 

On September 22, Cinne-
bar will launch eight creative 
cocktails and mocktails.

sents a 12-day authentic 
German bierfest, celebrating 
the essence of Oktoberfest 
through traditional German 
foods, entertainment and 
decorations.

In the blue-and-white Ba-
varian patterned beer tent 
and sitting by traditional long 
wooden tables, guests can 
enjoy genuine German Ok-
toberfest brew  Löwenbräu, 
traditional German food and 
beverage, and carnival booth 
games. 

In addition, the Högl Fun 
Band will once again fly over 
from Munich to host live 
performances and bring 
back the staple theme song 
of  Oktoberfest Macau at 
MGM, “Nei Hou, Macau!”. 

Boarini this September.
Mercer Boarini has gained 

numerous accolades throu-
ghout her career, including 

tober at MGM Cotai.
Held as an outdoor party 

again this year, Oktoberfest 
Macau at MGM 2023  pre-

A South Korean company that makes 
automotive seating said this week that 

it plans to build a $35 million factory in 
eastern Georgia to supply a new Hyundai 
Motor Group plant near Savannah.

DAS Corp., which makes metal frames 
and other parts for automotive seats, said 
it will hire 300 people to work at the new 
plant in Metter.

Hannah Mullins, the executive director 
of the Candler County Industrial Authori-
ty, said the DAS factory will take up about 
200,000 square feet of space and that the 
starting pay for workers will be $20 an hour.

The state will pay to train workers. It also 
gave $500,000 last year to help local officials 
complete a road and a sewer connection in 
the industrial park where DAS is located. 
The city of Metter and Candler County are 
granting 10 years of property tax breaks, for 
which Mullins could not immediately pro-
vide a projected value. DAS could qualify 
for $4.5 million in state income tax credits, 
at $3,000 per job over five years, as long as 
workers make at least $31,300 a year.

DAS is just the latest company to an-
nounce that it will supply Hyundai’s $7.5 
billion plant to assemble electric vehicles 
and batteries in Ellabell, near Savannah. 
The Hyundai plant, which was announced 
last year, could grow to 8,500 employees 
and is scheduled to begin producing vehi-
cles in 2025.

Suppliers to the Hyundai plant have 
pledged to invest $2.2 billion and to hire 
nearly 5,300 people. MDT/AP

MANUFACTURING
A South 
Korean maker 
of auto 
seating parts 
will build a 
$35 million 
factory in 
Georgia, 
hiring 300

TRADE

China’s exports and imports fall in 
August as weak global demand 
keeps its economy under pressure
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

C
HINA’S exports and 
imports both fell in 
August from a year 
earlier, reflecting te-

pid global demand that is ad-
ding to pressures on its slowing 
economy.

Customs data released yes-
terday showed exports for Au-
gust slumped 8.8% to $284.87 
billion in the fourth straight 
month of decline. Imports slid 
7.3% to $216.51 billion.

The total trade surplus fell 
to $68.36 billion from $80.6 
billion in July.

Chinese leaders have in rol-
led out various policy measu-
res to shore up the economy 
after the country’s rebound 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 
fizzled earlier than expected.

The central bank has eased 
borrowing rules and and cut 
mortgage rates for first-time 
home buyers while providing 
some tax relief measures for 
small businesses.

So far, the authorities have 
avoided large-scale stimulus 
spending or broader tax cuts.

Demand for Chinese expor-
ts weakened after the Federal 
Reserve and central banks in 
Europe and Asia began raising 
interest rates last year to cool 
inflation that was at multi-de-
cade highs.

Economists say much of the 

impact of those rate increases 
has yet to filter through major 
Western economies, where 
consumer spending has re-
mained relatively strong.

“Looking ahead, we expect 
exports to decline over the 
coming months before botto-
ming out toward the end of the 
year,” Julian Evans-Pritchard 
of Capital Economics said in a 
report.

“Most measures of export 
orders point to a more subs-
tantial pullback in foreign 
demand than has so far been 

reflected in the customs data,” 
he said.

China’s trade has been gra-
dually declining for the past 
two years, though August’s 
drops in export and imports 
were less severe than in July, 
when exports fell 14.5% from a 
year earlier while imports were 
12.4% lower.

Politically sensitive expor-
ts to the U.S. fell 17.4% from a 
year earlier to $45 billion, the 
customs data showed, while 
imports of U.S. goods slid 4.9% 
to nearly $12 billion.

China’s imports from Rus-
sia, mostly oil and gas, increa-
sed 13.3% from a year earlier to 
$11.52 billion.

Chinese purchases of Rus-
sian energy have swelled, hel-
ping to offset revenue lost to 
Western sanctions imposed to 
punish the Kremlin for its inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Exports to the European 
Union tumbled 10.5% from 
the same time last year to $41.3 
billion, while imports of Euro-
pean goods declined 2.5% to 
$24.56 billion. MDT/AP
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OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

US must heed call 
to turn South 
China Sea into 
sea of peace, 
friendship and 
cooperation

The United States conducted a joint 
naval sail with the Philippines in the 
South China Sea on Monday, an obvious 
provocative move considering the ten-
sions between China and the Philippi-
nes over the Ren’ai Reef dispute.

A Reuters report citing the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines’ Western 
Command said it was the first time Ma-
nila and Washington have carried out a 
joint sail in the waters west of Palawan 
island. Perhaps the joint sail, apart from 
underscoring the Philippines’ military 
alliance with the US, was also meant to 
assert its baseless claims over the dispu-
ted waters.

The reckless act to hype the maritime 
dispute coincides with this week’s series 
of meetings in Jakarta, Indonesia, with 
the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions taking center stage. The US, which 
has for years used the maritime dispu-
tes in the South China Sea to interfere 
in regional affairs, apparently intends 
to heighten tensions again so it can fish 
in troubled waters to fulfill its strategic 
goals.

The farce the US staged with the Phi-
lippines is yet another proof of Washin-
gton posing the biggest threat to peace 
and stability in the South China Sea. 
To cater to its own strategic needs and 
maintain its global hegemony, the US 
is turning the sea into a playground for 
major power competition, totally disre-
garding the regional countries’ quest for 
peace, stability and development.

In order to address issues of common 
concern, ASEAN has tried to play down 
geopolitics in the meetings in Jakarta. 
Many of the bloc’s members have either 
refused or are reluctant to take sides in 
the China-US disputes, because they 
know that doing so would sow the seeds 
of division in the region.

China and ASEAN are in the middle of 
negotiations to finalize a Code of Con-
duct for the South China Sea, which is 
aimed at maintaining lasting peace and 
stability in the waters. And the two si-
des have the wisdom and capacity to 
resolve their maritime differences and 
disputes.

The South China Sea is one of the wor-
ld’s busiest waterways with some 100,000 
merchant vessels sailing through its wa-
ters every year. Any disturbance in the 
waters will disrupt the free and smooth 
flow of goods and global supply chains, 
slowing down the region’s development.

Hence, instead of indulging in selfish 
calculations and stirring up trouble in 
the South China Sea, the US should play 
a constructive role in the region, becau-
se peace and stability serves its own in-
terest too. It should heed the call of the 
countries in the region and respect their 
efforts to turn the South China Sea into 
a sea of peace, friendship and coopera-
tion. 

DIPLOMACY

China sending delegation to 
N. Korea to celebrate its founding 
as nations foster their ties

DIPLOMACY

Australia and China open their first 
high-level dialogue in three years
AUSTRALIA and China 

opened their first high-le-
vel dialogue in three years yes-
terday in a sign of a slight thaw 
to relations between countries 
that have clashed on every-
thing from human rights to 
COVID-19 origins to trade.

“I welcome the recent posi-
tive developments in the bila-
teral relationship, but we know 
that there is more work to do,” 
said Craig Emerson, the head 
of the Australian delegation 
and a former trade minister.

The dialogue being held 
in Beijing will focus on trade, 
people-to-people links and 
security.

China’s former Foreign Mi-
nister Li Zhaoxing said the two 
countries should work toge-
ther, but added that “We shou-
ld adhere to the liberalization 
of trade and jointly oppose the 
Cold War mentality, bloc con-
frontation and trade protec-
tionism.”

During the freeze in rela-
tions with Beijing, Australia 
formed a nuclear partnership 
with the U.S. and the United 
Kingdom that enables Austra-
lia to access nuclear-powered 
submarines.

Australia’s current Foreign 
Minister Penny Wong has sou-
ght to stabilize the two coun-

tries’ relationship since her 
party won elections last year.

Yesterday, Australia’s Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
also met with China’s Premier 
Li Qiang at the sidelines of the 
ASEAN summit in Indonesia, 
describing the engagement as 
positive.

“I told Premier Li that we 
would continue to cooperate 
where we can, disagree where 
we must and engage in our na-
tional interest,” Albanese said 
to reporters, adding he would 
visit China later this year at 
the invitation of President Xi 
Jinping.

China’s and Australia’s re-

lations sank to low depths 
during the pandemic. The pre-
vious Australian government 
passed laws that ban covert 
foreign interference in domes-
tic politics, barring Chinese-
-owned telecommunications 
giant Huawei from rolling out 
Australia’s 5G network due 
to security concerns, and for 
calling for an independent in-
vestigation of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In response, China effec-
tively blocked out Australian 
barley in 2020 by imposing an 
80.5% tariff, widely regarded 
in Australia as punishment. 
MDT/AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

A 
Chinese delegation 
led by Vice-Premier 
Liu Guozhong will 
visit North Korea to 

participate in celebrations for 
its 75th founding anniversary, 
which is tomorrow, the North’s 
state media said yesterday.

The report came amid spe-
culation that North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un is prepa-
ring to visit Russia soon for a 
meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin that could 
be focused on advancing talks 
for North Korean arms sales to 
refill Russian reserves drained 
by its war on Ukraine.

Pyongyang’s official Korean 
Central News Agency said the 
visit by Liu’s delegation co-
mes at the invitation of North 
Korea’s ruling Workers’ Party. 
It didn’t specify the events the 
Chinese officials would be 
participating or whether they 
would be meeting Kim.

A U.S. official said Monday 
that Washington expects Kim 
to make a trip to Russia wi-
thin this month to meet Putin 
as the Kremlin tries to acquire 
military equipment for use in 
its war in Ukraine.

According to some U.S. re-
ports, the meeting could ha-

ppen as early as next week in 
the eastern Russian city of Vla-
divostok, where Putin is expec-
ted to attend an annual econo-
mic forum that runs from Sun-
day to Wednesday.

In exchange for providing 
Russian with artillery shells 
and other ammunition, North 
Korea could possibly seek ba-
dly needed energy and food 
aid and advanced weapons te-
chnologies, analysts say. The-
re are concerns that potential 
Russian technology transfers 

would increase the threat po-
sed by Kim’s growing arsenal 
of nuclear weapons and missi-
les that are designed to target 
the United States and its Asian 
allies South Korea and Japan.

Amid deepening nuclear 
tensions with Washington, 
Seoul and Tokyo, Kim has been 
trying to boost the visibility of 
his partnerships with Mos-
cow and Beijing as he seeks to 
break out of diplomatic isola-
tion and have Pyongyang be 
a part of a united front against 

the United States.
Kim in July invited delega-

tions led by Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu and 
Chinese Communist Party Po-
litburo member Li Hongzhong 
to a huge military parade in 
Pyongyang where he rolled out 
his most powerful weapons, 
including intercontinental 
ballistic missiles designed to 
target the U.S. mainland.

A day before the parade, 
Kim took Shoigu on a tour of 
a domestic arms exhibition, 
which demonstrated North 
Korea’s support for Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine and added 
to suspicions the North was 
willing to supply arms to Rus-
sia.

Speaking at a summit of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations on Wednesday, Sou-
th Korean President Yoon Suk 
Yeol urged all U.N. member 
states to fulfill their sanctions 
obligations under existing Se-
curity Council resolutions to 
limit North Korea’s nuclear 
capabilities, which include a 
ban on arms trade with the 
country, his office said in a 
statement. The office did not 
elaborate whether Yoon speci-
fically called out Russia while 
expressing those concerns. 
punishment. MDT

Liu Guozhong, then vice governor of the Heilongjiang provincial 
government (2012)
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MYANMAR

Journalist gets a 20-year sentence 
for reporting on cyclone’s 
aftermath, news site says

JAPAN

Rocket carrying lunar lander and X-ray 
telescope to explore origins of universe
JAPAN launched a rocket 

yesterday carrying an 
X-ray telescope that will 
explore the origins of the 
universe as well as a small 
lunar lander.

The launch of the HII-A 
rocket from Tanegashima 
Space Center in southwes-
tern Japan was shown on 
live video by the Japan Ae-
rospace Exploration Agen-
cy, known as JAXA.

“We have a liftoff,” the 
narrator at JAXA said as the 
rocket flew up in a burst of 
smoke then flew over the 
Pacific.

Thirteen minutes after 
the launch, the rocket put 
into orbit around Earth a 
satellite called the X-Ray 
Imaging and Spectroscopy 

Mission, or XRISM, which 
will measure the speed and 
makeup of what lies be-
tween galaxies.

That information helps 
in studying how celestial 
objects were formed, and 
hopefully can lead to sol-
ving the mystery of how the 
universe was created, JAXA 
says.

In cooperation with 
NASA, JAXA will look at the 
strength of light at different 
wavelengths, the tempera-
ture of things in space and 
their shapes and bright-
ness.

David Alexander, direc-
tor of the Rice Space Insti-
tute at Rice University, be-
lieves the mission is signi-
ficant for delivering insight 

into the properties of hot 
plasma, or the superheated 
matter that makes up much 
of the universe.

Plasmas have the poten-
tial to be used in various 
ways, including healing 
wounds, making computer 
chips and cleaning the en-
vironment.

“Understanding the dis-
tribution of this hot plasma 
in space and time, as well 
as its dynamical motion, 
will shed light on diverse 
phenomena such as black 
holes, the evolution of che-
mical elements in the uni-
verse and the formation of 
galactic clusters,” Alexan-
der said.

Also aboard the latest Ja-
panese rocket is the Smart 

Lander for Investigating 
Moon, or SLIM, a lightwei-
ght lunar lander. The Smart 
Lander won’t make lunar 
orbit for three or four mon-
ths after the launch and 
would likely attempt a lan-
ding early next year, accor-
ding to the space agency.

The lander successfully 
separated from the rocket 
about 45 minutes after the 
launch and proceeded on 
its proper track to even-
tually land on the moon. 
JAXA workers applauded 
and bowed with each other 
from their observation faci-
lity.

JAXA is developing 
“pinpoint landing techno-
logy” to prepare for future 
lunar probes and landing 

on other planets. While 
landings now tend to be off 
by about 10 kilometers (6 
miles) or more, the Smart 
Lander is designed to be 
more precise, within about 
100 meters (330 feet) of the 

intended target, JAXA of-
ficial Shinichiro Sakai told 
reporters ahead of the lau-
nch.

That allows the box-sha-
ped gadgetry to find a safer 
place to land. MDT/AP

GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

A 
court in Myanmar sen-
tenced a photojourna-
list for an underground 
news agency to 20 years 

in prison with hard labor for his 
coverage of a deadly May cyclo-
ne’s aftermath, the media organi-
zation said.

The sentence given Sai Zaw 
Thaike, a photographer for the 
independent online news service 
Myanmar Now, appeared to be 
the most severe for any journalist 
detained since the military over-
threw the elected government 
of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 
2021.

The press freedom group Re-
porters Without Borders said in 
April that Myanmar is the world’s 
second- biggest jailer of journalis-
ts, behind only China.

The country ranks near the 
bottom of the group’s 2023 Wor-
ld Press Freedom Index, placing 
176th out of 180 countries.

Myanmar Now, which opera-
tes underground, reported that a 
military tribunal tried, convicted 
and sentenced Sai Zaw Thaike, 40, 
during the first court hearing sin-
ce he was detained in the western 
state of Rakhine.

The proceedings took place 

inside Insein prison in Yangon, 
Myanmar’s biggest city, where the 
photographer was jailed after his 
arrest. The news agency said Sai 
Zaw Thaike was allowed no family 
visits and denied legal representa-
tion.

“His sentencing is yet ano-
ther indication that freedom of 
the press has been complete-
ly quashed under the military 
junta’s rule, and shows the hefty 
price independent journalists 

in Myanmar must pay for their 
professional work,” the news site 
quoted Myanmar Now Editor-in-
-Chief Swe Win as saying.

The news outlet said Sai Zaw 
Thaike was arrested on May 23 
in Rakhine’s capital of Sittwe whi-
le recording the damage caused 
by Cyclone Mocha, the country’s 
most destructive storm in at least 
a decade. Mocha made landfall 
near Sittwe just over a week before 
his arrest and caused widespread 

flash floods and power outages.
The storm killed at least 148 

people in Rakhine state, many of 
them members of the persecuted 
Muslim Rohingya minority living 
in internal displacement camps, 
and damaged more than 186,000 
buildings.

The news service said he was 
initially indicted on several char-
ges, including under a statute that 
falls under the general heading of 
treason but is sometimes refer-
red to as sedition. Other charges 
included incitement for allegedly 
causing fear, spreading false news 
and agitating against a govern-
ment employee or the military, 
which carries a maximum prison 
term of three years.

He also was charged with onli-
ne defamation, which is punisha-
ble by three years’ imprisonment, 
and with violating a Natural Di-
saster Management law for alle-
gedly spreading false information 
about a disaster with the intention 
of causing public panic, which 
carries a potential prison term of 
up to one year.

Myanmar Now said it did not 
know which charges Wednesday’s 
conviction covered. Details of 
political trials are generally clo-
sely held by the authorities, and 
Myanmar Now’s report could not 

be independently confirmed.
The conviction of Sai Zaw 

Thaike is the latest assault on 
press freedom and journalists by 
the country’s military-installed 
government, which has cracked 
down heavily on independent 
media.

At least 13 media outlets, in-
cluding Myanmar Now, have had 
their media licenses revoked and 
at least 156 journalists were ar-
rested, about 50 of whom remain 
detained, according to the local 
monitoring group Detained Jour-
nalists Information. Nearly half of 
those still in custody have been 
convicted and sentenced.

At least four media workers 
have been killed and others were 
tortured while in detention.

Some of the media outlets 
ordered closed have continued 
operating underground without a 
license, publishing online as their 
staff members carry on repor-
ting while trying to avoid arrest. 
Others operate from exile.

The military raided Myanmar 
Now’s office in Yangon a month 
after the 2021 takeover and some 
staff members, including chief 
editor Swe Win, fled criminal 
charges and went into hiding as 
authorities had their homes sea-
led.

Sai Zaw Thaike was the second 
journalist from Myanmar Now to 
be arrested. Video journalist Kay 
Zon Nway was detained while 
covering an anti-coup protest in 
Yangon in late February 2021 and 
released four months later under 
a broad amnesty.

“We will not waver in our com-
mitment to continue providing 
news and information to the peo-
ple of Myanmar, despite the im-
mense challenges we are facing,” 
Swe Win said from exile. MDT/AP

Sai Zaw Thaike, a photojournalist for the independent news website Myanmar Now, 
works at his desk in Yangon

An HII-A rocket blasts off from the launch pad at Tanegashima 
Space Center in Kagoshima, yesterday
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Caribou graze in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska

USA

Biden administration cancels remaining oil  and gas leases in Alaska’s Arctic Refuge
BECKY BOHRER & MATTHEW 
JUNEAU, ALASKA

I
N an aggressive move that ange-
red Republicans, the Biden ad-
ministration canceled the seven 
remaining oil and gas leases in 

Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Re-
fuge yesterday [Macau time], over-
turning sales held in the Trump ad-
ministration’s waning days, and pro-
posed stronger protections against 
development on vast swaths of the 
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska.

The Department of Interior’s scra-
pping of the leases comes after the 
Biden administration disappointed 
environmental groups earlier this 
year by approving the Willow oil pro-
ject in the petroleum reserve, a mas-
sive project by ConocoPhillips Alaska 
that could produce up to 180,000 
barrels of oil a day on Alaska’s petro-
leum-rich North Slope. Protections 
are proposed for more than 20,000 
square miles of land in the reserve in 
the western Arctic.

Some critics who said the appro-
val of Willow flew in the face of Biden’s 
pledges to address climate change 
lauded yesterday’s announcement. 
But they said more could be done. 
Litigation over the approval of the 

Willow project is pending.
“Alaska is home to many of Ame-

rica’s most breathtaking natural won-
ders and culturally significant areas. 
As the climate crisis warms the Arctic 
more than twice as fast as the 
rest of the world, we have a 
responsibility to protect this 
treasured region for all ages,” 
Biden said in a statement.

His actions “meet the ur-
gency of the climate crisis” 
and will “protect our lands 
and waters for generations to 
come,” Biden said.

Alaska’s Republican go-
vernor condemned Biden’s 
moves and threatened to sue. 
And at least one Democratic 
lawmaker said the decision 
could hurt Indigenous communities 
in an isolated region where oil deve-
lopment is an important economic 
driver.

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, 
who drew criticism for her role in the 
approval of the Willow project, said 
that “no one will have rights to drill for 
oil in one of the most sensitive lands-
capes on earth.”

However, a 2017 law mandates 
another lease sale by late 2024. Admi-
nistration officials said they intend to 

comply with the law.
The Biden administration also 

announced proposed rules aimed 
at providing stronger protections 
against new leasing and develop-

ment in portions of the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska that are 
designated as special areas for their 
wildlife, subsistence, scenic or other 
values. The proposal still must go 
through public comment. Willow lies 
within the reserve but was not expec-
ted to be affected by the proposed 
rules.

The Arctic National Wildlife Re-
fuge’s 1.5-million-acre coastal plain, 
which lies along the Beaufort Sea on 
Alaska’s northeastern edge, is seen as 

sacred by the Indigenous Gwich’in 
because it is where caribou they rely 
on migrate and come to give birth. 
The plain is marked by hills, rivers 
and small lakes and tundra. Migra-
tory birds and caribou pass through 

the plain, which provides habitat for 
wildlife including polar bears and 
wolves.

Alaska political leaders — inclu-
ding some Democrats — have long 
pushed to allow oil and gas drilling in 

”Alaska is home to 
many of America’s 
most breathtaking 

natural wonders 
and culturally 

significant areas.
JOE BIDEN
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Caribou graze in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska

USA

Biden administration cancels remaining oil  and gas leases in Alaska’s Arctic Refuge

the refuge in part because of its eco-
nomic impact on Indigenous com-
munities in an area with few other 
jobs. Many of those same voices 
pressed Biden to approve the Willow 
project for the same reason.

“I am deeply frustrated by the 
reversal of these leases in ANWR,” 
said U.S. Rep. Mary Peltola, a De-
mocrat, using a common shorthand 
for the refuge. “This administration 
showed that it is capable of listening 

to Alaskans with the approval of the 
Willow Project, and it is some of tho-
se same Inupiat North Slope com-
munities who are most impacted by 
this decision. I will continue to advo-
cate for them and for Alaska’s ability 
to explore and develop our natural 
resources.”

Alaska’s congressional delegation 
in 2017 succeeded in getting langua-
ge added to a federal tax 
law that called for the U.S. 
government to hold two 
lease sales in the region by 
late 2024.

Drilling opponents yes-
terday urged Congress to 
repeal the leasing provision 
from the 2017 law and per-
manently make the coastal 
plain off limits to drilling.

“It is nearly impossi-
ble to overstate the importance of 
today’s announcements for Arctic 
conservation,” said Jamie Williams, 
president of the Wilderness Society. 
“Once again, the Arctic Refuge is free 
of oil leases. Our climate is a bit safer 
and there is renewed hope for per-
manently protecting one of the last 
great wild landscapes in America.”

Alaska Republican U.S. Sen. Dan 
Sullivan denounced Biden’s actions 

as the latest volley in what he called 
a “war on Alaska.”

Two other leases that were issued 
as part of the first-of-its-kind sale for 
the refuge in January 2021 were pre-
viously given up by the small com-
panies that held them amid legal 
wrangling and uncertainty over the 
drilling program.

After taking office, Biden issued 

an executive order calling for a tem-
porary moratorium on activities re-
lated to the leasing program and for 
the Interior secretary to review the 
program. Haaland later in 2021 orde-
red a new environmental review after 
concluding there were “multiple legal 
deficiencies” underlying the Trump-
-era leasing program. Haaland hal-
ted activities related to the leasing 
program pending the new analysis.

A draft environmental review was 
released Wednesday.

The Alaska Industrial Develop-
ment and Export Authority, a state 
corporation that won seven leases 
in the 2021 sale, sued over the mo-
ratorium. But a federal judge re-
cently found the delay by Interior 
to conduct a new review was not 
unreasonable.

The corporation obtai-
ned the leases to preserve 
drilling rights in case oil 
companies did not come 
forward. Major oil com-
panies sat out the sale, held 
after prominent banks had 
announced they would not 
finance Arctic oil and gas 
projects.

Bernadette Demien-
tieff, executive director of 

the Gwich’in Steering Committee, 
thanked the administration for the 
lease cancellation — but issued a 
warning.

“We know that our sacred land is 
only temporarily safe from oil and 
gas development,” she said. “We 
urge the administration and our lea-
ders in Congress to repeal the oil and 
gas program and permanently pro-
tect the Arctic Refuge.” MDT/AP

Alaska Republican 
Sen. Dan Sullivan 

denounced Biden’s 
actions as the latest 

volley in what he called 
a “war on Alaska”
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The president of 
Chile has escaped 
an attempt on his 
life in a fierce attack 
which killed five of 
his bodyguards and 
wounded 11 more.

General Augusto 
Pinochet’s motor-
cade was ambushed 
by at least 12 rebel 
fighters as he made 
his way back from his country home to the Chi-
lean capital.

The Patriotic Front of Manuel Rodriguez - one 
of the country’s Marxist guerrilla groups - are 
believed to be behind the attack. None of those 
involved have yet been captured.

The president has declared a 90-day “state 
of siege” - which gives him sweeping powers of 
detention and censorship.

The gunmen fired on the presidential convoy 
with machine guns, rifles, bazookas and hand 
grenades.

Despite the ferocity of the assault, the driver 
of the president’s armour-plated Mercedes 
managed to speed back to the leader’s residen-
ce at El Melocoton.

General Pinochet - who sustained only minor 
injuries to his hand during the assassination at-
tempt - described the attack to reporters just 
hours after the attack.

“My first reaction was to get out of the car, but 
then I thought of my grandson at my side and I 
covered his body with mine,” he said.

This attempt on the general’s life comes at a 
time of increasing political and civil unrest in the 
South American country.

Amnesty International have said human righ-
ts violations in the country are now at the same 
level as they were before the bloody 1973 coup 
which brought General Pinochet to power.

This first attempt on the president’s life marks 
an escalation in the scale of opposition to the 
70-year old military leader who recently annou-
nced he wanted to remain in power for another 
12 years.

But General Pinochet told reporters he did not 
fear his opponents.

“Try to kill me: I’m a soldier, I’m ready,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

1986 Pinochet 
survives rebel ambush

In context

Three years after the assassination attempt Augus-
to Pinochet lost a referendum on whether he should 
remain in power.
Christian Democrat Patricio Aylwin won a presiden-
tial election in 1989.
The general stepped down as president in 1990, but 
remained commander-in-chief of the army.
He retired in 1998 but was arrested in Britain on 
murder charges at the request of the Spanish Gov-
ernment.
In 2000, the UK Home Secretary ruled the former 
dictator was unfit to be extradited to Spain and he 
returned to Chile.
A Chilean court ruled in 2001 he should be tried 
for human rights abuses, but later suspended the 
charges, declaring him unfit for trial.
However, in May 2004 the court ordered his im-
munity be lifted to enable a fresh investigation into 
human rights abuses.
General Pinochet died aged 91 in Santiago in De-
cember 2006.
Despite his human rights record, many Chileans 
loved him and said he saved the country from 
Marxism.
But even many loyal supporters abandoned him af-
ter it became clear in 2004 that he had stolen about 
$27m in secret offshore bank accounts that were 
under investigation at the time of his death.

this day in historyUS-IRAN

Greek shipper pleads guilty to 
smuggling Iranian crude oil 
and will pay $2.4 million fine

in the South China Sea off 
the northeast coast of Singa-
pore before suddenly sailing 
for the Texas coast without 
explanation. The vessel dis-
charged its cargo to another 
tanker, which released its oil 
in Houston in recent days. 
The court documents seen 
Thursday confirm the U.S. 
government seized the oil.

A lawyer for Empire Navi-
gation, Apostolos Tourkan-
tonis, pleaded guilty in April 
to a single charge of violating 
the sanctions on Iran. Empi-
re, based in Athens, Greece, 
did not respond to a request 
for comment yesterday.

The U.S. Treasury has said 
Iran’s oil smuggling revenue 
supports the Quds Force, the 
expeditionary unit of the Re-
volutionary Guard that ope-
rates across the Mideast. The 
court documents link the 
Guard to the trade, involving 
hundreds of vessels that try 
to mask their movements 
and can hide their owner-
ship through foreign shell 
companies.

But the Suez Rajan case 
was unique at the time of 
the transfer because it was 
owned by the Los Angeles-
-based private equity firm 
Oaktree Capital Manage-
ment. That likely gave Ame-
rican prosecutors an edge in 
pursuing this case. Oaktree, 
which has repeatedly decli-
ned to discuss the case, sold 

the vessel fully to Empire in 
late May.

Mark Wallace, a former 
U.S. ambassador to the Uni-
ted Nations under President 
George W. Bush who heads 
United Against Nuclear Iran, 
praised Empire Navigation 
for agreeing to the plea. He 
described Iran’s oil smug-
gling as a “mob-like” ope-
ration and urged others to 
abandon the trade.

“They faced down Ira-
nian assassination threats in 
Greece,” Wallace told the AP. 
“They took the off ramp to 
leave the mob.”

Wallace declined to ela-
borate, and the U.S. court 
documents offered no detail 
on the alleged assassination 
threat — though prosecu-
tors did cite “security risks 
to the defendants, the gover-
nment, as well as the vessel 
and its crew members” in 
their application to seal the 
case from public view in 
March.

The delay in offloading 
the Suez Rajan’s cargo had 
become a political issue as 
well for the Biden adminis-
tration as the ship had sat for 
months in the Gulf of Mexi-
co, possibly due to com-
panies being worried about 
the threat from Iran.

Since the Suez Rajan hea-
ded for America, Iran has 
seized two tankers near the 
Strait of Hormuz, including 

one with cargo for major U.S. 
oil company Chevron Corp. 
In July, the top commander 
of the Revolutionary Guard’s 
naval arm threatened fur-
ther action against anyone 
offloading the Suez Rajan, 
with state media linking the 
recent seizures to the cargo’s 
fate.

Iran has continued to 
make threats over the seizu-
re and summoned a Swiss 
diplomat in Tehran to ex-
press its anger. Switzerland 
has looked after U.S. inte-
rests in Iran since the 1979 
U.S. Embassy takeover and 
hostage crisis.

Iran’s mission to the Uni-
ted Nations did not respond 
to a request for comment.

The U.S. Navy has increa-
sed its presence steadily in 
recent weeks in the Mideast, 
sending the troop-and-air-
craft-carrying USS Bataan 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
and considering putting ar-
med personnel on commer-
cial ships traveling through 
the strait to stop Iran from 
seizing additional ships.

Late Wednesday, the U.S. 
updated its warning to shi-
ppers traveling through the 
Mideast, saying: “Commer-
cial vessels transiting throu-
gh the Persian Gulf, Strait of 
Hormuz and Gulf of Oman 
continue to be illegally boar-
ded and detained or seized 
by Iranian forces.” MDT/AP

JON GAMBRELL, DUBAI

A Greek shipping com-
pany has pleaded guilty 

to smuggling sanctioned Ira-
nian crude oil and agreed to 
pay a $2.4 million fine, newly 
unsealed U.S. court docu-
ments seen yesterday by The 
Associated Press show.

The now-public case 
against Empire Navigation, 
which faces three years of 
probation under the plea 
agreement, marks the first 
public acknowledgement by 
U.S. prosecutors that Ame-
rica seized some 1 million 
barrels of oil from the tanker 
Suez Rajan.

The saga surrounding the 
ship further escalated ten-
sions between Washington 
and Iran, even as they work 
toward a trade of billions of 
dollars in frozen Iranian as-
sets in South Korea for the 
release of five Iranian Ame-
ricans held in Tehran. The 
court filings also shed light 
on the covert world of Ira-
nian crude oil smuggling in 
the face of Western sanctions 
since the collapse of its 2015 
nuclear deal — an operation 
that has only grown in scale 
over this year.

The U.S. and its allies 
have been seizing Iranian 
oil cargoes since 2019. That’s 
led to a series of attacks in 
the Mideast attributed to the 
Islamic Republic, as well as 
ship seizures by Iranian mi-
litary and paramilitary for-
ces that threaten global shi-
pping through the Strait of 
Hormuz, the narrow mouth 
of the Persian Gulf through 
which 20% of the world’s oil 
passes.

Attention began focusing 
on the Suez Rajan in Fe-
bruary 2022, when the group 
United Against Nuclear Iran 
said it suspected the tanker 
carried oil from Iran’s Khar-
gh Island, its main oil distri-
bution terminal in the Per-
sian Gulf. Satellite photos 
and shipping data analyzed 
at the time by the AP suppor-
ted the allegation.

The newly unsealed court 
documents rely on satelli-
te images, as well as docu-
ments, to show that the Suez 
Rajan sought to mask its 
loading of Iranian crude oil 
from one tanker by trying to 
instead claim the oil came 
from another.

For months, the ship sat 
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In this satellite photo provided by Planet Labs PBC, vessels identified as the Virgo (left) and the Suez Rajan, by the 
advocacy group United Against Nuclear Iran, are seen in the South China Sea, last year
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Zwei cubed; 5- Appears; 10- Gusto; 14- Natural balm; 15- Pay for; 16- 

Utah lily; 17- Actress Sofer; 18- Jack of “The Great Dictator”; 19- River in central 
Switzerland; 20- Organized massacre; 22- Pure; 24- Attorney’s org.; 25- Marries; 
26- Counterfeit; 30- Flummoxed; 35- Loss leader?; 36- “___ and hers”; 37- 
Staggers; 38- Sleep; 41- Maintains; 43- Mortise insert; 44- Compass pt.; 45- Get 
thee ___ nunnery; 46- Sister of Calliope; 47- Kingdom in SE Asia; 50- Fountain-
bottom sight; 53- Calendar abbr.; 54- Protective helmet; 58- Self-supporting 
structures; 62- Pop singer Brickell; 63- Golden Horde member; 66- Possess; 67- 
Actual; 68- Delight; 69- Collar type; 70- Being, to Brutus; 71- U-Haul competitor; 
72- Penury;
 
DOWN 1- Over-50 org.; 2- Singer Laine; 3- ___ Kong; 4- Try to shred; 5- Paunchy; 
6- Paleozoic, for one; 7- A mouse!; 8- New Brunswick neighbor; 9- Lieu; 10- Son 
of Isaac and Rebekah; 11- Regan’s dad; 
12- Pearl Mosque city; 13- Christmas; 
21- Japanese sash; 23- Former Russian 
rulers; 25- Basketball Hall of Famer Unseld; 
26- Sticky stuff; 27- None of the above; 
28- Hot spot; 29- Make haste; 31- Driving 
aid; 32- Simmons rival; 33- John of England; 
34- Syrian president; 39- Small child; 40- 
Methuselah’s father; 41- Blonde shade; 42- 
Ocean traveler; 44- RR stop; 48- Like some 
vbs.; 49- Fungus; 51- Western; 52- San 
Marino surrounder; 54- “You are ___”; 55- 
Citrus drinks; 56- Narrow inlets; 57- Remove 
from text; 59- Detest; 60- Bacchanalian cry; 
61- Convey; 64- Tiny amount; 65- Dug in; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Exotic destinations beckon you. 
Organize your day to avoid 
any setbacks that might ignite 
temper flare-ups. Be careful not to 
exaggerate when interacting with 
your lover. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t bother trying to make 
someone you live with see your 
point of  view. Your dedication 
and fortitude when dealing 
with humanitarian groups will 
enhance your reputation. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You will be up and down 
emotionally. Your efforts won’t go 
unnoticed; however, someone you 
work with may get jealous. This 
could be a serious relationship. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Social events may lead to a 
romantic interlude. Don’t let 
siblings put pressure on you. 
Changes at home will be 
necessary. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Put your energy into behind 
the scenes activities. Be sure 
not to burn any bridges. Your 
emotions have been pulled out of  
shape and you need to do a little 
backtracking. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
A long discussion is in order if  you 
wish to clear the air. It may not be 
the best day to confront employers 
or to present your ideas. Don’t let 
any small misunderstandings get in 
the way. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Stubborn about making changes 
around your home. Try to 
include friends and relatives in 
your activities. Spend some time 
on yourself. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Trips will be exciting. You might 
be a tad overindulgent today. 
Put your energy into learning 
new skills or picking up valuable 
information. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your family needs to spend some 
time with you, too. Problems with 
financial investments could make 
you nervous. Spend some time on 
yourself. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your leadership qualities will 
come in handy. You may want to 
try your hand at a little creative 
writing. Don’t let your boss get the 
better of  you. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Organize your house and be sure 
to include the whole family in the 
projects you have set out to do. 
Regardless of  your first reaction, 
the outcome will be favorable. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Romance will develop through 
work. Your attitude could be up 
and down like a yo-yo. Don’t 
make those you live with feel 
unloved or unworthy. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          

Harbin            

Hefei             

Nanjing           

Shanghai          

Taipei     

Wuhan             

Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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Buck Meek, “Haunted Mountain” (4AD)

tTUNES

Big Thief’s Buck Meek 
delivers from high on 
the ear-friendly album
BUCK Meek, the stellar 

guitarist of Big Thief, 
is out with his third studio 
album, “Haunted Moun-
tain.” It is a lovely fusion of 
twang and rock with prime 
songwriting that works to 
define the art of caring.

Sure, this is largely love 
song territory for the trou-
badour. He sought a bit of 
solace and wrote the songs 
in the mountains of Portu-
gal and the Swiss Alps. But 
it’s a deft examination of 
how the heart grows, and 
not a breezy travelogue.

The title track is buoyed 
with hope as Meek sings “All 
of my life I’ve been a roun-
der / Traveling across this 
green land / But now that 
I live here on this haunted 
mountain / I know I’m ne-
ver coming down.”

Surprises abound. The 
Texas-reared Meek colla-
borated with filmmakers 
working on a project about 
the late Judee Sill, a folk sin-
ger-songwriter who died in 
1979. Meek was asked to 

put some of her unreleased 
lyrics to music for the pro-
ject, and he obliged in fine 
fashion — released here on 
“The Rainbow.”

“I tried to honor her, to 
be a vessel for her,” Meek 
said in a press release. It’s 
fitting and it works on the 
short but sweet track.

In all, “Haunted Moun-
tain” is a jangly collection 
of country chord structure 
with moments of electro-
nic swoon, lush reverb and 
guitars in overdrive. The 
result is music as inviting 
and complex as the world-
-traveled Buck Meek. RON 
HARRIS, MDT/AP

DRIVE IN

Pinochet as a vampire in 
surreal, frightening ‘El Conde’
LINDSEY BAHR, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

THE Chilean dictator Augusto 
Pinochet is not dead in Pablo 

Larraín’s “El Conde.” He is instead 
a 250-year-old vampire living in 
semi-exile and wishing for death 
in this audacious allegory about 
history’s tendency to repeat itself, 
shot in sublime, otherworldly bla-
ck and white.

It is fitting that the film, in thea-
ters Friday and on Netflix Sept. 15, 
is being released around the 50-
year anniversary of the Sept. 11, 
1973 coup which brought Pino-
chet to power for almost 17 years. 
Pinochet’s regime tortured, killed 
and disappeared 3,065 people in 
the name of fighting communism, 
but for some in Chile the legacy is 
now remembered as not all bad.

Evil ideas, Larraín cautions, 
have a tendency to live on, to mu-
tate and to infect societies again 
and again even many years after 
they’re supposedly dispelled and 
destroyed. Kind of like vampires 
living in stark, hellish exile as gree-

dy heirs circulate to try to claim 
what’s theirs and keep the money 
flowing.

Larraín, the 47-year-old fil-
mmaker behind “Spencer,” 
“Jackie” and “No,” has always 
considered himself a political fil-
mmaker and has already gestured 
at Pinochet in previous films. In 
“El Conde,” which he co-wrote, 
he uses “the language of satire and 
political farce” to show the world 
the true nature of a dictator who 

“never faced true justice,” he said 
in his director’s statement.

Pinochet stepped down in 1990 
after Chileans voted against mili-
tary rule, only to assume the role 
of commander-in-chief of the 
army and, later, the self-created 
position of lifelong senator until 
he resigned in 2002. He died in 
2006 without being convicted in 
Chilean courts. That he was not 
brought to justice is conceived in 
the film as placing the country in 

a kind of eternal limbo, doomed to 
continue suffering at the hands of 
the General and his disciples.

Jaime Vadell, who is a vibrant 
87, plays Pinochet. He flies arou-
nd Chile like an evil, aging super-
man, unsure if he wants to hunt or 
starve himself of blood and let his 
clock run out. He is world weary 
but also prideful; He gets espe-
cially aggravated when it’s sug-
gested that he’s a thief (murder, he 
was essentially fine with). Alfredo 
Castro is his devoted butler, who 
also hungers for blood. And Gloria 
Münchmeyer is composed and 
sinister as his string-wielding wife 
Lucía, trapped with their mid-age, 
lazy, entitled offspring as a pretty, 
young accountant/nun (Paula Lu-
chsinger) attempts to take stock of 
the general’s assets but also exorci-
se him. Her character, who masks 
her shrewdness with a wide-eyed 
earnestness is styled and shot with 
nods to Renée Jeanne Falconetti in 
“The Passion of Joan of Arc.”

“El Conde” is obviously not a 
history lesson, but information 
flies at you fast nonetheless. It 

could rival “His Girl Friday” in 
words per minute, which can be 
challenging to process in subtitles 
but this is where the Netflix of it all 
comes in handy – the dialogue is 
so sharp, you don’t want to miss 
a word. There is also an English-
-speaking narrator (whose iden-
tity will be revealed eventually), 
giving it a whimsically macabre, 
storybook feel.

In this fantastical, allegorical 
nightmare, sense and logic shou-
ld be the last thing on your mind 
– especially when engrossed in 
cinematographer Ed Lachman’s 
(“Carol,” “The Virgin Suicides”) 
splendid photography. He appa-
rently shot with a camera made 
especially for the film (an Arri Ale-
xa Monochrome for anyone inte-
rested).

“El Conde” might stretch its 
gimmicky premise a little past its 
welcome, but it is an intoxicating, 
overwhelming and gruesome ci-
nematic experience nonetheless, 
which would make a fitting double 
feature with last year’s great histori-
cal legal thriller “ Argentina 1985.”

“El Conde,” a Netflix release in 
theaters Friday and streaming on 
Sept. 15, is rated R by the Motion 

Picture Association for “some gra-
phic nudity, gore, rape, language 

and sexual content, strong violen-
ce.” Running time: 110 minutes. 
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TASTE OF EDESIA

Tastes from the land of smiles
IRENE SAM, MDT

B
ANYAN Tree Macau’s 
signature restaurant, 
Saffron, has been a 
hit with diners arou-

nd the world since its opening. 
Situated on the 31st floor, Saf-
fron boasts breath-taking pa-
noramic views of Cotai, and 
an elegant, serene and spa-
cious interior. The contem-
porary and trendy Southeast 
Asian style interior has high 
ceilings decorated with crys-
tal chandeliers for a luxurious 
atmosphere and warm tones 
that make the space pleasing 
and welcoming for diners. 
Recently, to elevate the stan-

dard of Thai cuisine for gues-
ts, the hotel has appointed 
Chef Jan Ruangnukulkit as 
Executive chef. Born and rai-
sed in Thailand, Chef Jan is an 
award-winning culinary artist 
owning a talented culinary 
team recruited from various 
Michelin starred restaurants. 

The menu created by Chef 
Jan not only captures the es-
sence of Thai cuisine in terms 
of spices, ingredients, herbs 
and colour schemes, but also 
brings out the artistic and 
creative essence of refined 
Thai gastronomy. Well versed 
in cooking methods of French 
cuisine as well as Thai cuisine, 
Chef Jan has worked in many 

well-known Michelin-starred 
restaurants, and even led an 
establishment to win The Wor-
ld’s 50 Best Restaurants award. 
Jan also spent time with a 
number of celebrity chefs, in-
cluding three Michelin Stars 
chef Thomas Keller when she 
held a position in Le Norman-
die, the pinnacle of French 
fine dining in Thailand.

Another turning point of 
her career came when she 
joined the opening team of 
Nahm, a Michelin-starred res-
taurant in Bangkok, working 
under David Thompson, one 
of the best-regarded Austra-
lian chefs on the international 
fine-dining scene. She has la-

ter returned to Nahm and rose 
through the ranks to become 
the Head Chef of the Miche-
lin-starred restaurant in 2018. 
During her extensive career as 
a chef, Jan has acquired a keen 
sense of taste, which is reflec-
ted in the sophisticated nuan-
ces from her dishes. 

Family remains a key in-
fluence in Chef Jan’s cooking. 
In Saffron latest menu, in ad-
dition to focusing on modern 
Thai dishes, Chef Jan also ad-
ded home-cooked dishes and 
unique Thai creations deve-
loped by herself, wandering 
between tradition and innova-
tion. On the menu, Wok-fried 
Assorted Mushrooms with 

Cha-om Thai Acacia is a tasty 
classic that is simple to prepa-
re, but challenges the chef’s 
cooking skills. The recipe co-
mes from Chef Jan’s

mother. This delicious stir-
-fry dish carefully preserves 
the freshness of the ingredien-
ts and offers smokiness from 
Cha-om Thai acacia. 

The very popular Grilled 
Wagyu Beef Salad features a 
generous selection of mouth-
-watering Wagyu beef slices, 
in a glorious marriage with 
fresh Thai fruits, the finest lo-
cal vegetables and fresh Viet-
namese mint leaves. This spi-
cy and tempting salad is a top 
choice for those eager to enjoy 
a healthy and nutritious dish.
Guided by Chef Jan’s vision, 
the team at Saffron invites 
guests into an authentic mo-
dern Thai cuisine experience 
marked by rich and exciting 
Thai flavors.
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USA A liberal group 
filed a lawsuit to bar 
former President Donald 
Trump from the primary 
ballot in Colorado, arguing 
he is ineligible to run for the 
White House again under 
a rarely used clause in the 
U.S. Constitution aimed 
at candidates who have 
supported an “insurrection.” 
The lawsuit, citing the 14th 
Amendment, is likely the 
initial step in a legal challenge 
that seems destined for the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

Mexico A Supreme Court 
decision to end the federal 
ban on abortion extended a 
regional trend of increasing 
access to the procedure, 
but left in place a patchwork 
of varying state restrictions. 
The high court yesterday 
[Macau time] threw out all 
federal criminal penalties 
for abortion, in a ruling that 
will require the federal public 
health service to offer 
the procedure to anyone 
who requests it. That will 
mean access for millions of 
Mexicans since the social 
security service and other 
federal institutions provide 
health care to most people 
who work in the formal 
economy.

Brazil Flooding from a 
cyclone in southern Brazil 
washed away houses, 
trapped motorists in 
vehicles and swamped 
streets in several cities, 
killing at least 31 people and 
leaving 2,300 homeless, 
authorities said. More than 
60 cities have been battered 
since Monday night by the 
storm, which has been 
Rio Grande do Sul state’s 
deadliest.

Chile Lined up like soldiers 
guarding a nation’s 
treasures, dozens of shelves 
preserve an archive that 
gives account of a painful 
episode in Chile’s history: 
47,000 instances of human 
rights violations during the 
dictatorship of Augusto 
Pinochet. The documents 
were gathered between 
1976 and 1992 by workers 
of the Vicariate of Solidarity, 
a human rights organization 
founded by Chilean Cardinal 
Raúl Silva Henríquez. Led 
by social workers, lawyers, 
archivists and physicians, it 
provided support to those 
harmed by the regime.

Biden aims to use G20 summit and Vietnam 
visit to highlight US as alternative to China

President Joe Biden is looking to demonstrate to the world 
at the Group of 20 summit in India and during a stop in Viet-
nam that the United States and its like-minded allies are better 
economic and security partners than China.

White House officials said Biden, who was set to depart for 
New Delhi today (Macau time), will use this year’s G20 gathe-
ring as an opportunity for the United States to highlight a pro-
position for developing and middle income countries that 
would increase the lending power of the World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Fund by some $200 billion.

That is an attempt to offer a significant, albeit smaller, alter-
native to China’s massive Belt and Road infrastructure initia-
tive.

President Xi Jinping plans to skip the summit, where Premier 
Li Qiang will represent the country.

Afterward the summit, Biden and Vietnamese General Secre-
tary Nguyen Phu Trong will meet in Hanoi and are expected to 
announce plans to tighten economic cooperation.

Vietnam and China have robust trade relations, but also dif-
ferences. 

OPINION
Explainer
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 WASHINGTON

ONLINE gig work is 
growing globally, par-

ticularly in the developing 
world, creating an impor-
tant source of employment 
for women and young 
people in poorer countries 
where jobs are scarce, ac-
cording to a World Bank re-
port released yesterday.

The report estimates 
the number of global onli-
ne gig workers at as many 
as 435 million people and 
says demand for gig work 
increased 41% between 
2016 and the first quarter 
of 2023. That boost is ge-
nerating concern, though, 
among worker rights ad-
vocates about the lack of 
strong job protections in 
the gig economy, where 
people work job to job with 
little security and few em-
ployment rights.

While location-based 
gig services such as Uber, 
Lyft and TaskRabbit require 
labor like moving and deli-
very, online gig assignmen-
ts can be largely done at 
home. Tasks include image 
tagging, data entry, website 
design and software develo-
pment.

For women in the deve-
loping world, “there aren’t 
enough opportunities and 
they really struggle to get 
good quality jobs because of 

constraints and household 
responsibilities,” said Na-
mita Datta, lead author of 
the World Bank report.

She said online gig work 
provides women and un-
derprivileged youth “a very 
interesting opportunity 
to participate in the la-
bor market.” Roughly 90% 
of low-income countries’ 
workforce is in the informal 
sector, according to the re-
port.

Worker advocates stress 
the precariousness of gig 
work and the lack of job se-
curity, accountability from 
management and other so-
cial protections to workers’ 
health and retirement.

“The economic condi-
tions in developing coun-
tries are different from the 
U.S., but one thing that is 
universal is the importance 
of developing and priori-
tizing good jobs — with a 
basic minimum wage and 
basic labor standards,” said 
Sharon Block, executive 
director of Harvard Law 
School’s Center for Labor 
and a Just Economy. “There 
might be different pathways 
and timelines of getting 
there, but that’s a universal 
value.”

The report outlines how 
social insurance coverage 
is low among gig workers 
globally. Roughly half of the 
surveyed gig workers did 
not have a retirement plan 

and as much as 73% of Ve-
nezuelan gig workers and 
75% of Nigerians did not 
have any savings for retire-
ment.

Lindsey Cameron, a ma-
nagement professor at the 
Wharton School of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, said 
“because there are so few 
options available to workers 
in these developing na-
tions,” online gigs — with or 
without social protections 
— were better than no job 
options for many workers.

“And since workers are 
economically dependent 
on this work, and they don’t 
have any sort of basic pro-
tections, that’s what is ulti-
mately exploitive. The odds 
are always in the platform’s 
favor, never the workers fa-
vor.”

In the United States, gig 
workers, both online and 
onsite, represent a growing 
portion of the workforce 
and there is ongoing con-
tention about worker rights 
on these platforms.

A 2021 Pew Research 
study, the latest availab-
le, shows that 16% of U.S. 
adults have earned money 
through an online gig pla-
tform, and 30% of 18- to 
29-year-olds have done so.

The World Bank report 
was based on surveys across 
17 countries, including 
Egypt, Argentina, Nigeria, 
Russia and China. MDT/AP

WORLD BANK REPORT

Online gig work is 
growing rapidly, 
but workers lack 
job protections
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Everyone’s talking 
about the Global 
South, but what is it?

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi says his 
country is “becoming the voice of the Global Sou-
th,” and that at the upcoming Group of 20 meetings 
being held in New Delhi, that voice will be heard.

At the August summit of the BRICS nations — Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and South Africa — current 
chair South Africa declared its goal was to “advance 
the agenda of the Global South.” And ahead of this 
May’s summit of the Group of Seven wealthy demo-
cracies in Hiroshima, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida stressed that the guest nations he had invited 
reflected the importance of the Global South.

The United Nations, the World Bank, U.S. President 
Joe Biden — everyone seems to be talking about the 
Global South these days. But what, exactly, is it?

Despite how it sounds, it’s not really a geographical 
term. Many countries included in the Global South 
are in the northern hemisphere, such as India, China 
and all of those in the northern half of Africa. Austra-
lia and New Zealand, both in the southern hemisphe-
re, are not in the Global South.

Most cite the so-called Brandt Line as the border; a 
squiggle across the globe running from the north of 
Mexico, across the top of Africa and the Middle East, 
looping around India and China before dropping 
down to encompass most of East Asia while avoiding 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand. The line was pro-
posed by former German Chancellor Willy Brandt in 
the 1980s as a visual depiction of the north-south di-
vide based upon per-capita GDP.

“The Global South is a geographical, geopolitical, 
historical and developmental concept, all at the same 
time — with exceptions,” says Happymon Jacob, fou-
nder of the New Delhi-based Council for Strategic 
and Defense Research.

Most commonly the term refers to the countries 
belonging to the Group of 77 at the United Nations, 
which, confusingly, is today actually a coalition of 134 
countries. They’re primarily considered developing 
countries, but also include China — about which the-
re is some debate — and several wealthy Gulf states.

Though the G77 is a group at the U.N., the U.N. itself 
does not use that as its own definition, according to 
Rolf Traeger, who is with the U.N.’s trade and develo-
pment office.

For the U.N., Global South is something of a short-
cut to refer to developing countries in general, Trae-
ger said. The U.N. currently lists 181 jurisdictions as 
developing countries or territories, and 67 jurisdic-
tions as developed, he said.

In January, India’s Modi hosted a virtual “Voice of 
the Global South Summit.” It only included 125 coun-
tries, however, with India’s regional rivals China and 
Pakistan among the notable absentees.

Some use different criteria, such as whether a coun-
try was previously colonized or whether a nation’s 
per-capita GDP is above $15,000.

There is also a Global North, though the term is not 
regularly used. That is defined basically as not the 
Global South.

The term Global South first appeared in the 1960s, 
but took time to gain traction.

Following the end of the Cold War, the terms First 
World, Second World and Third World started to fall 
out of favor, partly because with the fall of the Soviet 
Union the Second World ceased to exist, and also 
because the use of Third World came to be seen as 
derogatory.

No matter how you define it, the Global South ac-
counts for such a vast majority of the world’s popula-
tion and broad swath of territory that some argue it’s 
impossible and misleading to use the label. 

[Abridged]
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