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INFECTION IN CHEOC VAN AND HAC SA 
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North Korea slammed 
the United States over a 
recent Pentagon report 
that labeled it a “persistent” 
threat because of weapons 
of mass destruction, 
saying yesterday that it will 
counter any U.S. aggression 
or provocations with 
“the most overwhelming 
and sustained response 
strategy.” Last week, 
the Pentagon released 
the unclassified version 
of its “2023 Strategy for 
Countering Weapons 
of Mass Destruction” 
describing WMD challenges 
and methods to address 
them. The report stated 
that while China and Russia 
present “the principal 
WMD challenges,” North 
Korea, Iran and violent 
extremist organizations 
remain “persistent regional 
threats”.

India Twenty-three 
Indian army soldiers were 
missing yesterday after a 
cloudburst triggered flash 
floods in the northeastern 
state of Sikkim, the army 
said in a statement. The 
flooding occurred along 
the Teesta River in Lachen 
valley, the statement said, 
adding that some army 
camps and vehicles were 
submerged under watery 
mud and that search 
efforts were underway. The 
army said water released 
from a nearby dam also 
caused water levels to rise.

India has told Canada 
to remove 41 of its 62 
diplomats in the country, 
an official familiar with the 
matter said, ramping up 
a confrontation between 
the two countries over 
Canadian accusations 
that India may have been 
involved in the killing of a 
Sikh separatist leader in 
suburban Vancouver. The 
official, who confirmed 
an earlier report from the 
Financial Times, spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not 
authorized to speak 
publicly.
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Industry starts petition amid 
gov’t reminder on appropriate 
contents in artworks

TOURISM 

Golden Week visitors beat expectations
RENATO MARQUES

THE Golden Week of 
the National Day ho-

lidays, which followed the 
mid-autumn festival ho-
liday, has so far delivered 
visitor arrivals surpassing 
about 27% of the Macao 
Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) forecast.

During the first six days 
(up to 9 p.m. on Oct. 4), 
763,501 visitors entered 
Macau via the different 
border posts.

The strongest day for 
visitor influx was recorded 
on the second day of the 
holidays (Sept. 30) when 
158,633 entered Macau.

During the same pe-
riod, the average daily 
figure reached 127,250, 
27.2% more than the 

100,000 forecasted by the 
MGTO.

On several occasions 
over these days, securi-

ty authorities enforced 
pedestrian traffic crowd 
control measures arou-
nd the Ruins of St. Paul’s, 

which was, as usual, the 
most crowded area of the 
city.

Several other measures 
to control pedestrian tra-
ffic in the central district 
were prepared but were 
not deployed over this pe-
riod.

Besides the entry and 
exit of visitors, the border 
posts also registered, as 
expected, a high move-
ment of local residents.

Oct. 2 recorded the 
most border movements 
with a total aggregate of 
arrivals and departures at 
all Macau checkpoints of 
630,589. Of these, 208,073 
(33%) were related to en-
tries and exits of local re-
sidents.

By far, the Border Gate 
continued to be top of 
the list of entry ports 
with the most arrivals, 

seconded by the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bri-
dge and the Hengqin Port 
checkpoint.

FOREIGN VISITATION 
GROWING

Regarding one of Ma-
cau’s main goals, the 
total number of foreign 
visitors to Macau (up 
to 9 p.m. on Oct. 4) was 
38,608, a number that re-
presents 5.2% of all tou-
rist entries.

Although the figure still 
seems a small percentage 
compared with the total, 
it is clear that foreigner 
visitation is growing as 
this figure was only 2.1% 
during the holidays of 
Ching Ming and Easter 
in early April and 3.8% of 
all the visitors to Macau 
in the first five months of 
this year.

ANTHONY LAM

THE local cultural industry has 
started a petition calling for a 

meeting with the government to 
clarify grant guidelines.

Last week, certain industry 
practitioners claimed via social 
media that they had received 
notes from the Cultural Develo-
pment Fund, which reminded 
them of the importance of staging 
“appropriate content.” Failure to 
do so may result in the revocation 
of approved grants.

Pursuant to the guidelines, the 
detail of such content includes, 
but is not limited to, indecency, 
violence, pornography, obscenity, 
gambling, foul language, innuen-
do and the violation of the rights 
of others.

The note reportedly stated the 
Fund had reminded grant reci-
pients to “cautiously and reasona-
bly plan and organize subsidized 
activities or projects.”

The guidelines concerned 
grants for the 2023 fiscal year, the 
applications for which ended in 
November 2022. The validity of 
this year’s grants was extended to 
the end of March next year, in con-
sideration of constraints arising 

after post-Covid normalization.
Although the industry assumes 

this as a reminder after the saga 
that affected local online platform 
Manner Culture Enterprises Ltd., 
the industry was surprised, if not 
panicked, to see the reminder, fea-
ring the government may have set 
itself up in a censorship trap.

In response, about 100 practi-
tioners have signed a petition let-
ter, calling for a meeting with the 
management of the Fund to “bet-
ter understand the Fund’s concer-

ns over ‘inappropriate content,’ 
and to explore how to protect 
members of the audience while 
maintaining creative freedom.”

In addition, the practitioners 
said Macau already has an entity 
for the classification of publicly 
screened or performed works. 
They called for the Fund to respect 
the classification entity.

What the industry also finds 
important is that the portrayal of 
“inappropriate content” is not for 
encouragement purposes. On the 

contrary, they are included to ex-
plore social phenomena, cultural 
values and human experience.

Comments on social media 
have expressed fear humorously 
that works by Chow Yun Fat, Ste-
phen Chow, Bruce Lee and Ang 
Lee’s Lust, Caution would fail to 
pass the screening for grants.

AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
‘FEELING DISTURBED’

On the sidelines of the Natio-
nal Day Reception, Secretary for 

Social Affairs and Culture Elsie 
Ao Ieong was asked about the 
reminder and the petition. She 
said the reminder was promp-
ted by some audience members 
who reported to the Fund they 
were “feeling disturbed” after 
viewing some subsidized per-
formances.

Ao Ieong said the reminder 
was issued solely in response to 
the audience opinions received 
by the Fund and that no addi-
tional restrictions have been im-
plemented.

In response to questions 
about how the Fund defines 
“inappropriate content,” the se-
nior official said the Fund does 
not encourage or desire projects 
filled entirely with foul language 
or indecent actions.

She said the Fund has not ti-
ghtened its restrictions. 

“Provided that a piece of pro-
posed work complies with laws, 
regulations and concerned gui-
delines, our attitude towards 
granting subsidies is quite 
broad,” Ao Ieong said.

She also said there is no black-
list, emphasizing that the perfor-
mances about which some au-
dience members had expressed 
comments were not blacklisted.

Pursuant to item 21.3.2 of the 
guidelines, should any subsidi-
zed projects violate any restric-
tions stated therein and have 
their grants revoked, the bene-
ficiaries will be included in a 
“frozen list,” and will be banned 
from applying for grants for a 
year.
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IH receives 
over 74 
applications 
in seven days

The Housing Bureau 
(IH) has so far received 
74 applications for the 
housing units in Zone 
A, with applicants’ age 
ranging from 23 to 44 
years. There are 5,415 
housing units in the 
New Urban Zone A. This 
round of applications 
will continue until Dec. 
27, offering three 
kinds of housing units, 
including 1,657 one-
bedroom units, 3,216 
two-bedroom units, and 
542 three-bedroom 
units. Under the new 
guidelines, the monthly 
income ceiling for a 
single applicant is now 
set at MOP35,650, while 
for a family of two or 
more people, it is set at 
MOP71,310. 

Local team 
ranks sixth in 
dragon boat 
race

The Macau team has 
ranked sixth with a time 
of 50.801 seconds in 
the men’s 200-meter 
dragon boat final of 
the Hangzhou Asian 
Games. In the women’s 
category, Macau ranked 
9th with a time of 1 
minute, 0.19 seconds. 
In both the men’s and 
women’s categories, the 
national teams won gold 
medals, while Thailand 
and Indonesia each 
won one silver and one 
bronze. The Macau’s 
men’s team advanced to 
the top of the group in 
the semi-finals. 

Weather 
bureau warns 
of heat due 
to Typhoon 
Koinu

Tropical Cyclone Koinu 
will move into the South 
China Sea and come 
within 800 kilometers 
of Macau today. Under 
the influence of the 
outer subsidence 
airflow of Koinu, the 
daytime weather will 
remain hot today and 
tomorrow, the weather 
bureau has warned. 
As it is affected by the 
northeast monsoon, 
the intensity change 
and trajectory of Koinu 
are still uncertain, but 
its intensity is expected 
to weaken, and there 
will be showers and 
stronger winds later this 
week. 

STAFF REPORTER

SANDS China has annou-
nced its revitalization 

plan for the old Iec Long 
Firecracker Factory and its 
surrounding areas in Taipa, 
to boost cultural and tou-
rism elements in the areas.

In a press conference, the 
gaming operator said the si-
tes include the old Iec Long 
Firecracker Factory, the Pa-
tio da Eterna Felicidade, Rua 
das Estalagens and surroun-
ding spaces.

The old Iec Long Firecra-
cker Factory, built in 1925, 
is the only set of buildings 
from the firecracker indus-
try in Macau that have re-
mained well-preserved to 
the present day.

The Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau completed the first 
phase of revitalization in 
2022, building a walkway 

about 400 meters long and 
recovering and revitalizing 
some small buildings, whi-
ch were opened to the pu-
blic at the end of 2022.

Sands China’s revitali-
zation plan will include an 
augmented reality (AR) ex-
perience detailing the fac-
tory’s history, as well as food 
and drink outlets. 

The President of Sands 
China has said they are ai-

ming to launch the AR pro-
ject, which is currently in 
design stage, in the first half 
of next year. 

Also, the group plans to 
transform Taipa Houses into 
a more pleasant place with 
Sino-Portuguese characte-
ristics for wedding photo-
graphs.

The group aims to revi-
talize the Pátio da Eterna 
Felicidade, transforming it 

into a place of creation and 
exchange for contempo-
rary artists, reinforcing the 
atmosphere of arts appre-
ciation and community 
connection with adjacent 
streets such as Rua das Es-
talagens.

Artistic groups and ar-
tists from Macau will be 
invited to participate in 
the street beautification 
project, decorating shops, 
street signs and sidewalk 
protections on Rua das Es-
talagens, and recreating the 
neighborhood’s previous 
appearance. 

At the same time, a bu-
siness incubation plan will 
be launched to encoura-
ge Macau companies to 
open typical stores on Rua 
das Estalagens, thus pro-
moting the entertainment 
and fashion trends of this 
ancient street and revitali-

zing the old neighborhood. 
Sands China Ltd. will also 
irregularly hold a variety of 
cultural activities.

The Pátio da Eterna Feli-
cidade is the Chinese-style 
courtyard in the best state 
of preservation and the lar-
gest in Macau, made up of 
13 buildings with a unified 
architectural style and high 
continuity. The Pátio, adja-
cent to historic streets such 
as the circulating streets of 
Ruínas de São Paulo, Rua 
dos Ervanários and Rua das 
Estalagens, is a place where 
several neighborhoods con-
nect. In the past, Rua das 
Estalagens was one of the 
most prosperous commer-
cial streets in Macau.

The revitalization plan is 
a government-backed pro-
ject where gaming operators 
revitalize sites and areas to 
boost non-gaming projects. 

Sands China to revitalize Iec Long Firecracker 
Factory and surrounding old streets 

Ho Iat Seng finds 
seeing revitalization as 
jeopardization ‘radical’
ANTHONY LAM

I
N response to opinions 
fearing revitalization plans 
will destroy old districts, 
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 

finds these comments “radical,” 
local media has reported.

On the sidelines of the Na-
tional Day Reception, the head 
of the government was asked 
whether he was satisfied with 
the proposals on old district re-
vitalization presented by the six 
casino operators. He said he was 
satisfied, adding he was aware 
that each operator has a team 
focusing on non-gambling ope-
rations.

At the same event, he was also 
asked about his views on social 
opinions that fear revitalization 
projects may ultimately become 
jeopardization projects, which 
might damage or even destroy 
existing qualities or elements.

Ho strongly objected to these 
opinions, according to local me-
dia All About Macau, describing 
them as “radical.” He was cited 
as suspecting the press of ha-
ving heard “radical narratives,” 
while the government sees these 
projects as revitalization.

He said the government is not 
demanding casino operators 
overhaul these districts. On the 
contrary, they are called to at-
tract new leases or retain existing 
ones, so as to achieve revitaliza-
tion.

On the matter of residency of 
Portuguese people in Macau, Ho 
said Macau and Lisbon have di-
fferent views on eligibility, and 
“communications” are ongoing.

He said working visas for Por-
tuguese people are unchanged.

Ho said a new law was enacted 
last year, facilitating the chan-

ge in eligibility. The core point 
of discussion is whether all Por-
tuguese people should receive 
a Macau ID immediately upon 
arriving in Macau for work and 
get permanent residency seven 
years after arrival, he was cited 
as saying by All About Macau.

CASH HANDOUT LEVEL 
RETAINED; CIVIL 
SERVANT PAY RISE PLANNED

All social welfare – including 
the cash handout – will remain 
unchanged next year, while civil 
servants will see a pay raise from 

Jan. 1 next year, Ho has disclo-
sed.

The level of the cash handout 
will remain at MOP10,000.

He said the level of the pay 
raise for civil servants has not 
been determined yet, as he was 
awaiting the report from the civil 
servant salary review entity.

On the Northbound Travel 
for Macau Vehicles scheme, the 
head of the government said dis-
cussions are needed with Guang-
dong Province before making 
any changes.

With this said, although he has 
heard suggestions from society, 
he does not have the authority 
to implement any of them at his 
discretion.

On the economy, Secretary for 
Economy and Finance Lei Wai 
Nong said the city’s casinos had 
attracted about MOP130 billion 
of gross gambling revenue (GGR) 
in the first nine months of the 
year. He hoped that all walks of 
life can work together to achieve 
more in the next three months.

Regarding international tou-
rists, both Ho and Lei said casi-
no operators should do more, 
adding that lack of flights is the 
core challenge.

Casinos will get a maximum of 
5% tax waiver should they attract 
enough foreign tourists, but the 
government has so far not publi-
cized any data. However, Lei said 
the government has received 
daily data from casinos.

Recently, the US Department 
of State has lowered Hong Kong’s 
travel warning to second tier, but 
maintained that for Macau at the 
second most severe tier, noting 
that Macau has “arbitrary enfor-
cement of local laws.”
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Two cases of serious bacterial 
infection on Macau beaches

GAMING

Casino revenues slip as September storm rattles city
LYNZY VALLES

MACAU’S casino ga-
ming revenue grow-

th slowed in September, 
falling to a five-month low 
as revenues fell slightly to 
MOP14.9 billion.

Data from the Gaming 
Inspection, and Coordina-
tion Bureau shows gross 
gaming revenue soared 
404.2% year-on-year, al-
beit from a low base. The 
numbers fell 13% from the 
previous month. Revenues 
were 68% of 2019 pre-Covid 
levels.

Last month, the gover-

nment ordered the shut-
down of casinos for nine 
hours due to Typhoon Saola 
- a rare shutdown as the city 
braced for the storm when 
it hoisted its highest storm 
signal, No. 10.

Along with amended tra-
vel plans for some would-be 
visitors, Typhoon Saola dis-
rupted transportation and 
temporarily closed border 
entry points. Heavy rainfall 
in the week following the 
storm also kept bookings 
light.

Meanwhile, the sector 
expected to get a boost this 
month from China’s Gol-

den Week holiday.
Analysts are expecting 

growth to accelerate in Oc-
tober, buoyed by China’s ei-
ght-day holiday that started 
Friday and typically sees a 
pick-up in travel. 

According to a Bloom-
berg report, analysts pre-
dict gaming revenue could 
return to 72% of pre-pan-
demic levels, the highest 
percentage since the onset 
of Covid.

Citigroup Inc. analysts 
forecast a boost in revenue 
as Macau will see a major 
roster of events in the four-
th quarter of the year, inclu-

ding high-profile concerts 
and a poolside dance party 
featuring former NBA all-s-
tar player Shaquille O’Neal.

Analysts expect October 
will record the highest 
post-Covid revenues, fore-
casting as high as MOP19 
billion, driven by the Natio-
nal Day Golden Week. 

Speaking on the side-
lines of the National Day 
commemoration, Secretary 
for Economy and Finance 
Lei Wai Nong acknowled-
ged the 2023 forecast has 
already exceeded the go-
vernment’s expectation of 
MOP130 billion. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Health Bureau (SSM) 
has reported two recent ca-

ses of serious bacterial infection 
on two local beaches, Cheoc 
Van and Hac Sa.

The infections were caused 
by the bacterium Vibrio vulni-
ficus, a pathogenic bacterium 
of the genus Vibrio, present in 
marine environments such as 
estuaries, brackish ponds, or 
coastal areas and related to Vi-
brio cholerae, a causative agent 
of cholera.

According to the SSM, the 
first case was reported on Sept. 
11, when a man reported being 
stung by a fish fin while swim-
ming at Cheoc Van.

The sting occurred on his 
left index finger and after a few 
hours, he developed symptoms 
such as swelling and fever.

After being treated at the 
Conde de São Januário Hospital 
Center (CHCSJ), the patient no-
ted the condition had worsened 
the next day, and the swelling 
and pain had extended to the 
palm of the left hand. At the 
same time, a necrotizing soft 
tissue infection was diagnosed, 
with the patient being admitted 
to the hospital. 

After laboratory analysis on 
Sept. 18, the existence of Vibrio 
vulnificus bacteria in wound se-
cretions was confirmed.

A few days later, on Sept. 26, 
another Macau resident repor-
ted having been stung on his 
left foot while walking barefoot 
at Hac Sa beach.

As in the previous case, this 
second person also developed 
swelling and fever and on the 
following day, saw his doctor at 

a local clinic.
The physician immediately 

referred the patient to the CH-
CSJ where he was diagnosed 
with a necrotizing soft tissue 
infection of the left lower limb 
and was admitted to the hospi-
tal for medical treatment. 

As in the first case, laboratory 
analysis confirmed the presen-
ce of the same bacteria.

According to SSM, both pa-
tients are in a stable condition 
and recovering.

According to academic stu-
dies reviewed by the Times, al-
though the bacteria exists na-
turally in low concentrations 
in warm seawaters, high con-
centrations able to cause severe 
infections are usually related to 
discharges of sewage or untrea-
ted wastewater.

“Vibrio vulnificus is a na-

turally occurring, potentially 
lethal pathogen found in coas-
tal waters, fish, and shellfish. 
Sewage spills in coastal waters 
occur when infrastructure fails 
due to severe storms or age, and 
may affect 
bacterial po-
pulations by 
altering nu-
trient levels,” 
a study by Ja-
mes W. Con-
rad and Vale-
rie J. Harwood 
published in 
February 2022 
concluded, noting that the “ad-
dition of 1% sewage to estuari-
ne water caused the density of 
a pure culture of V. vulnificus 
CMCP6 and a natural V. vulnifi-
cus population to increase sig-
nificantly, by two to three orders 

of magnitude.”
The same authors and others 

have concluded the effects of 
environmentally relevant levels 
of sewage on V. vulnificus popu-
lations and gene transcription 

suggest that sewage spills that 
impact warm coastal waters 
could lead to an increased risk 
of V. vulnificus infections.

While the cause of the cur-
rent outbreak is unclear, ex-
perts have warned that the pre-

sence of significant quantities 
of this bacteria could be extre-
mely concerning not only for 
beachgoers but potentially for 
everyone, especially now while 
Macau is being affected by se-
veral weather phenomena like 
typhoons and astronomical ti-
des which often cause flooding 
in the low-lying areas.

In the report, the SSM also 
noted that “if a wound comes 
into contact with seawater con-
taining V. vulnificus or, a person 
eats contaminated seafood, it 
can cause infection.” 

“Infections caused by V. Vul-
nificus through wounds can be 
mild, but can also cause necro-
tic fasciitis, with extreme pain, 
redness, swelling and rapid tis-
sue necrosis,” it said.

The same health authority 
noted that statistics show that 
people with necrotic fasciitis 
may need limb amputation to 
save their lives, with about 20 to 
30% of cases revealed to be fatal. 

The consumption of shellfish 
contaminated by the bacteria 
can cause diarrhea, vomiting 
and abdominal pain, with gene-
rally no serious consequences.

However, if the infected per-
son has other chronic illnesses, 
especially liver-related disease 
and diabetes, sepsis can occur, 
with symptoms including fe-

ver, chills, de-
creased blood 
pressure, the 
a p p e a r a n c e 
of blisters on 
the skin, and, 
in the most 
serious cases, 
can result in 
death.

So far, the 
authorities in charge of local 
coastal waters have not issued 
any statements or warnings to 
the population regarding this 
case, with the beaches being 
completely open to the popula-
tion.

So far, the authorities 
in charge of local coastal 

waters have not issued any 
statements or warnings to the 

population
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CORPORATE BITS

The Asian Film Awards 
Academy has announced 
the launch of the Interna-
tional Film Camp (IFC), an 
initiative to nurture and 
empower the next gene-
ration of Asian filmmakers. 

Valkyrie Octopus, a mo-
numental art installation 
co-created by MGM and 
Portuguese artist Joana 
Vasconcelos in 2015, has 
once again appeared on the 
international art scene.

Asian Film Awards Academy launches 
camp to empower young filmmakers

MGM’s cultural ambassador Valkyrie 
Octopus sets sail to Europe

Open to talented indivi-
duals aged 21 to 40 from 
Hong Kong, Macau, Greater 
China and the wider Asian 
region, the camp will offer a 
“comprehensive curriculum 
designed to enhance their 
skills and knowledge.”

During the camp, partici-
pants will benefit from the 
guidance and mentorship 
of renowned industry pro-
fessionals, who will share 
their expertise and provide 
valuable insights into fil-
mmaking.

At the end of the camp, 
the 16 filmmakers will pitch 
their short film projects to a 
panel which will then award 
eight filmmakers a produc-
tion grant of HKD300,000 
each to make their short 
film. 

route of the Maritime Silk 
Road to the Venice Biennale 
in 2019. The artwork is cur-
rently housed in the grand 
exhibition hall of the Oval 
Gallery at the MAA. 

“This collaboration with 
MGM has been a great 
pleasure. Not only does it 
celebrate my traditions and 
culture, but also the rela-
tionship between China 
and Portugal. It is the best 
example of how MGM en-
dorses tourism together 
with arts and culture and 
helps artists to bring to the 
world better things,” said 
Joana Vasconcelos. 

Upon completion of its 
exhibition at the MAAT in 
March 2024, Valkyrie Oc-
topus will return to MGM 
Macau by the end of 2024.

Scheduled from April 9 to 
13, 2024, at the integrated 
resorts operated by Sands 
China, the IFC promises 
to be a transformative ex-
perience for aspiring fil-
mmakers.  

The artwork has set sail 
to Europe for Joana’s la-
test solo exhibition Plug-
-in at the Museum of Art, 
Architecture and Tech-
nology (MAAT) in Lisbon, 
Portugal, after tracing the 

LYNZY VALLES

T
HE 12th Macau Lite-
rary Festival is slated 
to feature writers from 
the Greater Bay Area 

and the Portuguese-speaking 
community after three editions 
of only featuring local writers 
due to the border restrictions.

To be held from October 6 
to 15, the festival will be ba-
sed, initially, at the Portuguese 
Bookshop, from October 6 to 
8, and then at Casa Garden, the 
headquarters of the Orient Fou-
ndation, over the weekend of 
October 13 to 15.

The centenary of the birth 
of Henrique de Senna Fernan-
des marks the festival’s opening 
session through the launch of 
the first book of essays on the 
writings of the celebrated Ma-
canese storyteller.

Meanwhile, Portuguese au-
thors Francisco José Viegas will 
return to The Script Road, after 
his first participation in 2015 in 
the festival. He returns to talk 
about his most recent crime no-
vels, Melancholia and Light in 
Beijing, and also to present two 
works from the Quetzal pub-
lishing house he runs: The Game 
of Hide and Seek, a posthumous 
novel by Fernando Sobral pre-
viously published in fascicles 
by Hoje Macau newspaper; and 
Journeys Around the World, by 
the Count of Arnoso, which por-
trays Macau and China at the 

end of the 19th century. 
Also coming from Portugal 

are Valério Romão and Patrícia 
Portela, two young writers who 
have in common the originality 
of their works and a substantial 
knowledge of Macau. 

António Caeiro, another 
guest, is a veteran of journalism 
having worked for many years 
in China. At the festival he will 
present his latest work, The Re-
fugees of Shanghai.

Coming from the Greater Bay 
Area will include Deng Yiguang, 
an ethnic Mongolian writer 
born in Chongqing and now 
based in Shenzhen, is an author 
who has already been awarded 
the Lu Xun Literary Prize, one of 
the most important in China. 

His novels have been transla-
ted into several foreign langua-

ges and have often been adap-
ted into films.

Fu Zhen, a native of Nan-
chang, Jiangxi, now based in 
Hong Kong, will come to Macau 
to talk about her first novel, Ze-
bra, as well as the various travel 
books she has published.

Wang Weilian, who was 
awarded the Mao Dun Lite-
rary Prize for Newcomers and 
the gold medal in China’s most 
important literary competition 
for science fiction; and Zhu 
Shanbo, author of several histo-
rical novels and short story col-
lections will also be part of the 
festival.

Alongside contemporary li-
terature, tributes will be paid 
to great names of the past in-
cluding: Camões, Shakespeare, 
W.H. Auden, J.R.R. Tolkien.

UNDER new arrangemen-
ts, each single-plate 

vehicle from Macau will only 
be accepted for northbound 
travel at most three times per 
month, the government an-
nounced.

The new arrangements took 
effect Oct. 1. Current succes-
sful applications will follow 
existing regulations.

From the same date, all 
applications must be submit-
ted on the Northbound Travel 
for Macau Vehicles app, which 
can be downloaded from iOS 
App Store and Google Play.

Applications will be accep-
ted on first-come-first-served 
basis, between 30 days and 10 
p.m. the day before departu-
re date. As there are quotas, 
applications will stop being 
accepted once quotas are met. 
Residual quotas will be relea-
sed afterwards.

The remaining new requi-
rement is that new applica-
tions for departures in the 
same month will only be ac-
cepted after the departure of 
the most imminent booking 
within the same calendar 
month.

However, bookings for sub-
sequent months will be ac-
cepted, despite complying 
with this “use before new 
booking” requirement.

The ban on applications 
due to dishonored bookin-
gs will also be tightened. 
Also, any unused successful 
booking will equate to the ban 
on application for departures 
within the same month. For 
example, an unused booking 
on Nov. 1 will mean the sus-
pension of applications for 
that particular applicant for 
departures within the rest of 
November. AL

TRANSPORTATION

Single-plate cars can 
travel northbound 
no more than thrice 
per month

THE SCRIPT ROAD 

Literary Festival returns 
with writers from 
Lusophone countries 
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Taiwan indicts two communist party 
members accused of colluding with 
China to influence elections

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Three Filipino fishermen die in disputed 
waters, boat hit by a passing commercial vessel

THREE Filipino fishermen 
died in the disputed South 

China Sea after their boat was 
accidentally hit by a passing 
commercial vessel, the Philippi-
ne coast guard said yesterday.

The fishermen’s boat, F/B 
Dearyn, was moored in a fishing 
area in the high seas off the nor-
thwestern Philippines when it 
was hit before dawn on Mon-
day by the passing vessel and 
capsized, killing its skipper and 
two crew members. Three other 
fishermen survived, the coast 
guard said without elaborating.

The three fishermen died 
due to “possible head trauma” 
from the collision and their bo-
dies were brought back to shore 
by the surviving fishermen, a se-
parate police report said.

There was no indication that 
the deadly accident was related 
to the long-simmering terri-
torial disputes in the busy wa-
terway.

Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. expressed 
sadness over the deaths of the 
fishermen and said a coast 

guard investigation was un-
derway.

“We assure the victims, their 
families, and everyone that we 
will exert every effort to hold 
accountable those who are res-
ponsible for this unfortunate 
maritime incident,” Marcos 
said in a statement.

An initial assessment based 
on the surviving fishermen’s 
account and sea traffic at the 
time of the accident indicated 
that a crude oil tanker under 
the flag of the Marshall Islands 
may have hit the Filipino fishing 
boat, the coast guard said in a 
statement.

The Philippine coast guard 
said it would try to locate the oil 
tanker and its crew as part of the 
investigation. MDT/AP

CHRISTOPHER BODEEN, TAIPEI

P
ROSECUTORS in Taiwan 
have indicted two leaders 
of the island’s tiny Taiwan 
People’s Communist Party 

on accusations they colluded with 
China in an effort to influence next 
year’s elections for executive leader 
and members of the legislative as-
sembly.

Party Chairman Lin Te-wang 
and Vice Chairman Chen Chien-
-hsin were accused this week of 
violating the Anti-Infiltration Act 
and the Civil Servants Election and 
Recall Act after having accepted 
funds and other benefits from Chi-
na’s ruling Communist Party, the 
official Central News Agency said.

It wasn’t clear whether the two 
men were in Taiwan when the in-
dictments were issued.

Taiwan will elect a new execu-
tive leader and legislators in Ja-
nuary, and Beijing is suspected of 
seeking to boost the chances of 
politicians favoring political unifi-
cation between the sides through 
social media and the free press 
and by “bankrolling candidates it 
favors.”

DPP’s William Lai, whose par-
ty strongly backs maintaining 
Taiwan’s current status of de-facto 
independence from China, is lea-

ding in most polls.
A one-time ranking member 

of the pro-unification opposition 
Nationalist Party, Lin founded the 
Taiwan People’s Communist Party 
in 2017 and has maintained close 
ties with China’s Taiwan Affairs 
Office, a Cabinet-level agency de-
dicated to pursuing China’s unifi-
cation agenda.

Lin failed twice in bids for lo-

cal government council seats and 
staged protests against a visit by 
then-speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives Nancy Pelosi last 
year, all allegedly funded by Chi-
na, CNA reported. He also allege-
dly worked as an adviser to the lo-
cal Taiwan Affairs Office in China’s 
Shandong province, CNA said.

No word of the indictments 
appeared on the party’s Facebook 

page and calls to its listed phone 
number in the southern city of 
Taiwan said it had been discon-
nected.

China’s Taiwan Affairs Offi-
ce condemned the indictments 
on Tuesday, accusing the ruling 
DPP of “making unjustified mo-
ves against those who advocate 
peaceful reunification across the 
Taiwan Strait,” and saying the ac-

tions were “made with malicious 
intentions,” China’s official Xi-
nhua News Agency reported.

In their pursuit of Taiwan’s for-
mal independence, the DPP and 
unidentified “separatist forces” 
have abused the law to suppress 
those advocating unification with 
China, office spokesperson Zhu 
Fenglian said.

“Such despicable acts will su-
rely be strongly condemned and 
resolutely opposed by people on 
both sides of the Strait,” Zhu was 
quoted as saying.

Despite close cultural and eco-
nomic ties between the two sides, 
surveys show the vast majority 
of Taiwanese oppose accepting 
rule under China’s authoritarian 
one-party system, which crushes 
all opposition and any form of 
criticism while maintaining an 
aggressive foreign policy toward 
the United States and other key 
Taiwanese allies.

The DPP and the Nationalists, 
also known as the KMT, domina-
te politics in Taiwan, and the local 
Communist Party has a miniscule 
influence on elections and public 
opinion in general, despite staging 
attention-getting demonstrations 
during polls or surrounding visi-
ts by foreign supporters of Taipei, 
such as Pelosi. MDT/AP

In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers carry the body of one of the victims as it arrives at a port in Infanta, 
Pangasinan province

Chairman of Taiwan People’s Communist Party Lin Te-wang (center)
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Shooting at major Bangkok 
shopping mall kills two people, 
and a teen suspect is arrested
JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI 
& TIAN MACLEOD JI, 
BANGKOK

A 
teenage boy with 
a handgun ope-
ned fire inside a 
major shopping 

mall in the center of Thai-
land’s capital Tuesday eve-
ning, killing two people 
before being apprehended, 
authorities said.

Police said a suspect 
was taken into custody less 
than an hour after the first 
reported gunshots at the 
Siam Paragon Mall, one of 
Bangkok’s biggest and most 
upscale shopping destina-
tions.

Video uploaded to social 
media and broadcast on 
television showed a long-
-haired teenage boy in the 
custody of police. Major 
Thai media said he was 14 
years old, though recently 
appointed police chief Tor-
sak Sukvimol confirmed 
only that he is a minor 
and that he had a record of 
being treated for mental ill-
ness. He said police had not 
yet learned where the sus-
pect obtained his gun.

Torsak said two people 
had been killed, a visitor 
from China and a Myanmar 
national, and five people 
hurt. Earlier, Yutthana Sre-
tthanan, director of Ban-
gkok’s Erawan Emergency 
Medical Center, had said 
three people were killed 
and six were injured. There 
was no explanation of the 
discrepancy, though Yut-
thana later supported the 
police numbers.

Police spokesman Ar-
chayon Kraithong told 
reporters the situation 
was under control at the 
mall, which sells high-end 
fashions and luxury cars, 
and includes a cinema, an 
aquarium and the attached 
five-star Siam Kempinski 
Hotel.

Prime Minister Srettha 
Thavisin told reporters that 
he was informed by police 
that one of the dead was a 
Chinese tourist about 30 
years old.

“I would like to express 
my deepest condolences to 
the family of the deceased 

following the shooting insi-
de Siam Paragon,” Srettha, 
who took office in August, 
said in an earlier state-
ment. “I would like to give 
my moral support to the 
families of all who died and 
were injured.”

Gun violence is not 
uncommon in Thailand, 
though mass shootings are 
rare.

The incident happened 
days before Thais were 
planning to mark the anni-
versary of the country’s 
biggest mass killing by an 
individual, a grisly gun and 
knife attack at a rural day 
care center in a northeas-
tern province that killed 36 
people, most of them pres-
choolers, on Oct. 6, 2022.

Tuesday’s shooting 
prompted authorities to 
temporarily shut access 
to the nearby Siam Square 
elevated train stop, pre-
venting commuters from 
exiting as the evening rush 
hour began and intense 
rain pounded the city. First 
responders could be seen 
entering the mall as sirens 
wailed outside.

Witnesses said crowds 
of people scrambled to lea-
ve the building, one of se-
veral shopping centers in 
the area popular with tou-
rists and well-heeled Thais 
alike.

Chinese tourist Liu 
Shiying told the AP that she 
saw people running and 
saying someone had ope-
ned fire. She said she heard 

gunshots and an alarm rin-
ging, and that the lights in 
the mall went out.

“We’re temporarily hi-
ding. Who dares to go out?” 
she said while taking cover. 
She was later able to leave.

Gautam Vora, 45, an In-
dian national who works in 
finance in Bangkok, was at 
the mall with his wife and 
child. He said it was “quite 
scary,” even though he was 
initially unsure whether 
he had heard gunshots or 
“somebody playing a hoax 
with some firecrackers.”

“Everybody was screa-
ming and running,” he 
said. “There was a lot of 
chaos and that was almost 
like a stampede.”

“I don’t think they were 
well prepared for this,” he 
added. “I think most of the 
staff inside the shopping 
mall were confused and 
they were running helter-
-skelter, too.”

Multiple videos uploa-
ded to social media showed 
people running out of 
the building, and several 
showed a person dressed 
in a baseball cap, dark shirt 
and camouflage pants in-
side the mall, holding a 
handgun. A video believed 
to be of the shooter after 
his arrest showed a long-
-haired boy wearing glasses 
dressed like that, with an 
American flag on his cap. 
Videos and photos also 
showed the pistol he was 
said to have been carrying 
before he was disarmed.

In 2020, a disgruntled 
soldier opened fire in and 
around a mall in the nor-
theastern city of Nakhon 
Ratchasima, killing 29 peo-

ple and holding off security 
forces for some 16 hours 
before eventually being kil-
led by them.

Gun laws in Thailand are 

relatively restrictive, but 
the country nonetheless 
has one of the highest le-
vels of gun ownership in 
Asia, according to GunPo-
licy.org, a research project 
at Australia’s University of 
Sydney.

There are about 10 guns 
per 100 people in Thailand 
when including those ow-
ned illegally, as compared 
with less than one per 100 
in the country’s peaceful 
Southeast Asian neighbor 
Malaysia, the project said. 
Penalties for unlawful pos-
session in Thailand include 
prison terms from 1 to 10 
years and fines up to 20,000 
baht ($539).

Critics in Thailand say 
the registration process for 
firearms isn’t nearly tough 
enough.

“The shockingly high 
rate of gun ownership in 
Thailand is due to the con-
venient process of gun per-
mit issuance. It is easy to 
apply for and get gun per-
mits in Thailand,” Boonwa-
ra Sumano, a senior resear-
ch fellow at Thailand Deve-
lopment Research Institute 
wrote after last year’s day 
care center killings.

“Relaxed laws and poli-
cies towards guns suggest a 
high tolerance for gun vio-
lence in Thai society,” he 
added. MDT/AP

Visitors evacuate from a shopping mall in Bangkok
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At least four people have been killed and more 
than 50 injured in two explosions in southern En-
gland this evening. 

Bombs went off in two pubs packed with Satur-
day night revellers in the town of Guildford. Many 
of the victims were soldiers back from duty in Nor-
thern Ireland. 

The first bomb exploded in the Horse and Groom 
pub just before 2030 BST, destroying the front of 
the building and shattering the windows of nei-
ghbouring shops. 

A second bomb exploded half an hour later in the 
nearby Seven Stars. Most of the casualties were 
the result of the initial bomb, which went off wi-
thout warning. 

All pubs and two cinemas in the Surrey town have 
been shut down for fear of further attacks and po-
lice have sealed off the area. 

David Howell, former Minister for Northern Ire-
land described his horror at the injuries caused by 
the bombs. 

“I’m afraid I thought I’d seen the last of this in Bel-
fast. It’s quite clear that we must hunt down the 
maniacs and the animals who would do this kind of 
thing,” he said. 

The most seriously injured have been transferred 
to St. Luke’s Hospital in Guildford which is receiving 
blood plasma from London hospitals to treat ca-
sualties. 

Surrey Ambulance Service is said to be stretched 
as crews struggle to cope with the large numbers 
of wounded. 

Guildford is situated close to a number of garrison 
towns. Its night life is popular with soldiers who are 
part of the 6000 military personnel in the area. 

Senior police officers say given the severity of the 
explosions and choice of targets, the attacks are 
likely to be the work of Irish terrorists, but no official 
confirmation has yet been given. 

Special Branch are currently interviewing witnes-
ses. 

The republican bombing campaign has intensi-
fied on mainland Britain in the last two years. In Mar-
ch 1973 a bomb exploded at the Old Bailey killing 
one man and injuring 230. 

This year 12 people died in February when a bomb 
exploded on a bus carrying servicemen and their 
families on the M62. In July, a woman was killed and 
41 people hurt by a bomb at the Tower of London. 

Courtesy BBC News

1974 Four dead in 
GuildFord bomb blasts

In context

The final death toll was five: Four soldiers, and a 
civilian. Sixty-five were injured. 
In 1975 three men and a young woman were con-
victed of the bombings and given life sentences. 
An appeal in 1977 was launched but rejected but 
in 1987 their case was reopened, after new evi-
dence was presented. 
On 18 October 1989 the convictions of the so-
called “Guildford Four” were declared a gross 
miscarriage of justice and quashed by the Court 
of Appeal. They had spent 14 years in jail. 
Three police officers were later charged with 
fabricating evidence in their investigation into 
the Guildford bombings, but the charges were 
dismissed. 

this day in history

INDIA

Police arrest publisher of 
independent news site 
after conducting raids

llphones, and documents 
were taken away for exami-
nation.

They included current 
and former employees, free-
lance contributors and car-
toonists.

NewsClick was founded 
in 2009 and is seen as a rare 
Indian news outlet willing 
to criticize Modi. It was also 
raided by Indian financial 
enforcement officials in 
2021, after which a court 
blocked the authorities from 
taking any “coercive measu-
res” against the website.

Indian authorities brou-
ght a case against the site 
and its journalists on Aug. 
17, weeks after a New York 
Times report alleged that it 
had received funds from an 
American millionaire who 
had funded the spread of 
“Chinese propaganda.”

That same month, India’s 
junior minister for informa-
tion and broadcasting, Anu-
rag Thakur, accused News-
Click of spreading an “an-
ti-India agenda,” citing the 
New York Times report, and 
of working with the oppo-
sition Indian National Con-
gress party. Both NewsClick 
and the Congress party de-
nied the accusations.

Media watchdogs inclu-
ding the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists denounced 
the arrests and raids and 
said they were part of an 

intensifying crackdown on 
independent media under 
Modi.

“This is the latest attack 
on press freedom in India. 
We urge the Indian govern-
ment to immediately cease 
these actions, as journalis-
ts must be allowed to work 
without fear of intimidation 
or reprisal,” Beh Lih Yi, CPJ’s 
Asia program coordinator, 
said in a statement.

The Editors Guild of In-
dia said it was worried that 
the intention of raids was to 
“create a general atmosphe-
re of intimidation under the 
shadow of draconian laws.”

In February, authorities 
searched the BBC’s New De-
lhi and Mumbai offices over 
accusations of tax evasion a 
few days after it broadcast a 
documentary in Britain that 
examined Modi’s role in an-
ti-Muslim riots in 2002.

A number of other news 
organizations have also 
been investigated for finan-
cial impropriety under Mo-
di’s government. Indepen-
dent media in India battle 
censorship and harassment 
and often face arrests while 
doing their work.

India’s anti-terrorism law 
has stringent requirements 
for bail, which mean indivi-
duals often spend months, 
sometimes years, in custody 
without being found guilty. 
Successive Indian govern-

ments have invoked the law, 
but it has been used with in-
creasing frequency in recent 
years.

Reporters Without Bor-
ders, an advocacy group for 
journalists, ranked India 
161st in its press freedom 
rankings this year, writing 
that the situation has dete-
riorated from “problematic” 
to “very bad.”

Some independent Indian 
think tanks and internatio-
nal groups such as Amnes-
ty International and Oxfam 
India have also been raided 
and had their access to fun-
ding blocked in recent years.

Journalist Abhisar Shar-
ma, whose house was raided 
and his electronic devices 
seized, said he won’t back 
down from doing his job.

“Nothing to fear,” Sharma 
wrote on X, formerly known 
as Twitter. “And I will keep 
questioning people in power 
and particularly those who 
are afraid of simple ques-
tions.”

The raids against News-
Click also drew criticism 
from India’s political oppo-
sition.

“These are not the actions 
of a “mother of democracy” 
but of an insecure and au-
tocratic state,” opposition 
lawmaker Shashi Tharoor 
wrote on X. “The government 
has disgraced itself and our 
democracy today.” MDT/AP

SHEIKH SAALIQ, 
NEW DELHI

P
OLICE in New De-
lhi have arrested the 
editor of a news we-
bsite and one of its 

administrators after raiding 
the homes of journalists 
working for the site, which 
has been critical of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Hindu nationalist-led go-
vernment.

The arrests were made 
yesterday [Macau time] after 
some journalists associated 
with NewsClick were detai-
ned and their digital devices 
seized during extensive raids 
that were part of an investi-
gation into whether it had 
received funds from China. 
NewsClick denied any finan-
cial misconduct.

Suman Nalwa, a police 
spokesperson, said the arres-
ts were made under a wide-
-ranging anti-terrorism law. 
The government has used 
the law to stifle dissent and 
jail activists, journalists and 
critics of Modi, with some 
spending years in jail before 
going to trial. Those arrested 
are NewsClick’s founder and 
editor, Prabir Purkayastha, 
and its human resources 
chief, Amit Chakravarty.

Nalwa said at least 46 peo-
ple were questioned during 
the raids and their devices, 
including laptops and ce-
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INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1- Kitchen gadget; 6- Goodwill; 11- Spearheaded; 14- Old; 15- ___ of 

Two Cities; 16- Corrida cry; 17- Greek epic poem; 18- Light purple; 19- Motor 
City gp.; 20- Flying stinger; 22- Coming down; 24- Unconscious; 28- Intoxicated; 
30- Comment; 31- On the up-and-up, briefly; 32- Salt water; 33- No problem!; 
37- Student’s stat.; 38- Great grade; 39- Her partner would be a buck; 40- Rare-
earth metallic element; 43- Entire; 45- Debris; 46- Imperfections; 47- Cedes; 
49- Prophesy; 50- Elbow; 51- Equal; 52- Barely make, with “out”; 53- “See ya!”; 
56- Deduce; 61- Mayday!; 62- Musical drama; 63- Corpulent; 64- Explosive stuff; 
65- Chalice; 66- Radioactive gas;
 
DOWN 1- Trident-shaped letter; 2- City in GA; 3- Thor Heyerdahl craft; 4- 
Guido’s high note; 5- Brown seaweed; 6- Wrong; 7- Take ___ from me; 8- Actor 
Kilmer; 9- Pay stub?; 10- New member; 11- Nephew of Donald Duck; 12- Gnu 
cousin; 13- Like grass in the morning; 
21- Vessel built by Noah; 23- Pituitary 
hormone; 24- Living in a city; 25- Pluck; 
26- Uruguayan friend; 27- Pallid; 28- ___ 
cholesterol; 29- Aeons; 31- Dillies; 33- 
Rotates; 34- Adored ones; 35- Nick of 
“Lorenzo’s Oil”; 36- Honkers; 38- Among; 
41- Remnant; 42- Christmas item; 43- 
Soldier; 44- Color; 46- Adversary; 47- 
Klondike territory; 48- That is, in Latin; 
49- Untamed; 50- Fit snugly; 51- Gilpin 
of “Frasier”; 54- Spring mo.; 55- Leaves in 
a bag; 57- Jazz org.; 58- Gave grub; 59- 
That, in Tijuana; 60- Cartoon Chihuahua; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t push your luck with your 
boss. You’ll stay out of  trouble if  
you pick projects that will benefit 
the whole family. You should 
avoid getting involved in the 
personal problems of  colleagues. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Restrictions may be difficult for you 
to live with, but try to do things by 
the book. Don’t donate more than 
you can afford in order to impress 
others. You can learn from those 
who have had similar experiences.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You can have quite the romantic 
adventure if  you take time to get 
to know your mate all over again. 
This is a great day to beautify your 
living quarters or to entertain at 
home. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Travel for business will be 
advantageous. Avoid getting 
involved with married individuals. 
You may have the opportunity to 
get involved in some interesting 
conversations. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Don’t evade issues or twist the 
truth around. Make sure that you 
make reservations early. Social 
activities that involve the whole 
family will be enjoyable. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Don’t vacillate about asking 
for assistance if  you need it. If  
possible, rely on coworkers to 
back your objectives, and talk to 
superiors in order to get approval. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Talk about your intentions and 
confirm that you both feel the 
same way. You will be able to get 
your own way if  you use your 
intellectual charm and know how. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t be angry, but be on your 
guard. You could come into extra 
cash. Try to slow down, and take 
another look. Your partner could 
also use some time alone with you.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Children’s needs could be more 
costly than you anticipated. 
Concentrate on spending quality 
time with children and friends. 
Your lover probably won’t put up 
with your behavior. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t be too eager to start 
any debates. You can enjoy 
entertainment if  you join in and 
follow the crowd for a change. Go 
to the top if  you’re being harassed 
or held back. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’ll find you’re detail oriented 
today. You can make progress 
if  you deal with the right 
individuals. Your mate will be 
pushing you to do things that 
you really don’t want to do. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will find good buys and you will 
lift your spirits. Delve a little deeper 
if  you really want to know the 
score. Your high energy, original 
ideas, and excellent memory will 
aid your accomplishments.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

 ad

Date Time Home Away ODDS

Fri Oct 06 03:00 New Zealand Uruguay H 1.01, D 251, A 201

Sat Oct 07 03:00 France Italy H 1.03, D 101, A 34

21:00 Wales Georgia H 1.09, D 46, A 13

23:45 England Samoa H 1.08, D 51, A 15

Sun Oct 08 3:00 Ireland Scotland H 1.22, D 34, A 6

19:00 Japan Argentina H6.5, D 36, A 1.2

23:45 Tonga Romania H 1.01, D 101, A 71

Mon Oct 09 3:00 Fiji Portugal H 1.06, D 81, A 21

Weekend matches

ODDSCHECKER.COM

New Zealand’s Damian McKenzie (center) is tackled by Italy’s Manuel Zuliani (left)

RUGBY WORLD CUP

All Blacks hoping for right balance 
in last pool outing against Uruguay
A 

total of nine 
changes sugges-
ts New Zealand 
wants a snatch-

-and-grab game against 
Uruguay today [Friday, 
03:00], the main prize a 
Rugby World Cup quar-
terfinal.

Qualifying for the 
quarters is the All Blacks’ 
priority, true. But they say 
there’s a lot more riding 
on their final Pool A ma-
tch.

Coach Ian Foster was 
at pains on Tuesday to 
point out how hard it was 
to pick his side — he said 
he wasn’t focused on the 
quarterfinals though he 
still had an eye on them 
and beyond.

Recently injured 
players have been given 
more game time: Captain 
Sam Cane and prop Tyrel 
Lomax make their first 
starts in the tournament, 
and Shannon Frizell and 
Jordie Barrett start their 
second straight matches.

Some fringe players 
have been given another 
chance to shine: Backs 
Cam Roigard, Leicester 
Fainga’anuku and Da-
mian McKenzie.

Some guys have been 
rested: Brodie Retallick, 
Ardie Savea, Aaron Smi-
th, Rieko Ioane and Mark 
Telea.

And some front-liners 
have stuck around to en-

sure nothing goes haywi-
re: Beauden and Scott 
Barrett are in the reserves, 
and a 150th cap has been 
given to lock Sam Whi-
telock, who will take the 
Rugby World Cup appea-
rance record outright. His 
23rd match will surpass 
England’s Jason Leonard 
and New Zealand’s Richie 
McCaw.

The All Blacks also 
don’t want to mess up the 
confidence they got from 
thrashing Italy 96-17 last 
Friday. Aesthetics matter 

to them. In evidence, Fos-
ter saying he’d have ra-
ther watched a 96-17 cli-
nic in running rugby than 
the Ireland-South Africa 
edge-of-your-seat epic.

“For us, we are at our 
best when we are on 
edge,” Foster said. “Some-
times our opponent puts 
us on edge, sometimes 
the situation puts you on 
edge, but at all times your 
own internal standards 
have to be the edge that 
really matters the most.”

The All Blacks will have 
to go internal for an edge 
because nobody expects 
them to lose to Uruguay.

Foster talked up the 
Uruguayans. He loved 
their attitude, passion 
and ambition and com-
plimented Manuel Ardao, 
who has a tournamen-
t-leading six turnovers. 
Los Teros have had an 
eye-catching tourna-
ment: They beat Namibia 

36-26 last week for their 
fourth ever Rugby World 
Cup win, gave France’s 

second string a big sca-
re, and led Italy at halfti-
me before running out of 
steam.

To get into quarterfi-
nal contention, Uruguay 
must beat the All Blacks 
by at least 80 points.

That’s what made Fos-
ter’s matchday picks a de-
cent think: Knowing they 

should register a big score 
while also trying to max 
out their last pool match 
to fine-tune their quar-
terfinal preparations.

“You are making deci-
sions now to make sure 
that we are building the 
continuity and not taking 
the step back in the areas 
we feel we need to grow,” 
Foster said.

“But we also have to 
make smart decisions be-
cause, let’s face it, we want 
to do well on Thursday 
and then we want three 
more games (quarterfinal, 
semifinal, final). We want 
to make sure we’ve got the 
energy in the tank to do 
that.” MDT/AP

NEW ZEALAND: Damian 
McKenzie, Will Jordan, Anton 
Lienert-Brown, Jordie Bar-
rett, Leicester Fainga’anuku, 
Richie Mo’unga, Cam Roi-
gard; Luke Jacobson, Sam 
Cane (captain), Shannon 
Frizell, Tupou Vaa’i, Sam 
Whitelock, Tyrel Lomax, 
Codie Taylor, Ofa Tu’unga-
fasi. Reserves: Samisoni 
Taukei’aho, Tamaiti Williams, 
Fletcher Newell, Scott Bar-
rett, Ethan Blackadder, Finlay 
Christie, Beauden Barrett, 
Caleb Clarke.

URUGUAY: Rodrigo Silva, 
Gaston Mieres, Tomas 
Inciarte, Andres Vilaseca 
(captain), Nicolas Freitas, 
Felipe Etcheverry, Santiago 
Arata; Manuel Diana, Lucas 
Bianchi, Manuel Ardao, 
Manuel Leindekar, Ignacio 
Dotti, Diego Arbelo, German 
Kessler, Mateo Sanguinetti. 
Reserves: Guillermo Pujadas, 
Matias Benitez, Igancio Pe-
culo, Juan Manuel Rodríguez, 
Santiago Civetta, Agustin 
Ormaechea, Felipe Berchesi, 
Juan Manuel Alonso.

Lineups

Uruguay 36 26 Namibia

Japan 28 22 Samoa

New Zealand 96 17 Italy

Argentina 59 5 Chille

Fiji 17 12 Georgia

Scotland 84 0 Romania

Australia 34 14 Portugal

South Africa 49 18 Tonga

Scoreboard
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Pakistan’s government 
announced a major 
crackdown on migrants in 
the country illegally, saying 
it would expel them starting 
next month and raising alarm 
among foreigners without 
documentation who include 
an estimated 1.7 million 
Afghans. The country’s 
caretaker Interior Minister 
Sarfraz Bugti said the 
crackdown was not aimed at 
Afghans and would apply to 
all nationalities, though the 
vast majority of migrants in 
the country are Afghans.

Swedish media say the 
Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences may have 
announced the winners 
of this year’s Nobel Prize 
in chemistry prematurely. 
Public broadcaster SVT 
said the academy sent a 
press release by mistake 
yesterday that contained 
the names of the winners. 
The press release said the 
prize went to three U.S.-
based scientists for the 
“discovery and synthesis of 
quantum dots,” according 
to SVT.

Vatican Pope Francis 
opened a big meeting on 
the future of the Catholic 
Church yesterday by saying 
it was in need of repair to 
make it a place of welcome 
for “everyone, everyone, 
everyone,” not a rigid 
barricade riven by fears and 
ideology. Francis presided 
over a solemn Mass in St. 
Peter’s Square to formally 
open the meeting, which 
progressives are hoping 
will lead to more women 
in leadership roles and 
conservatives are warning 
could split the church.

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak will be out of a job 
next year unless he can 
persuade his Conservative 
party and his country that 
he represents change. 
Sunak made his first -- and 
possibly last -- speech as 
leader to the party’s annual 
conference yesterday, with 
the governing Conservatives 
trailing in opinion polls and 
an election due in 2024. His 
message: He’s not afraid 
to make tough choices 
and big decisions that will 
deliver “long-term success” 
rather than “short-term 
advantage.”

2030 World Cup to be hosted by Spain-Portugal-Mo-
rocco with three South American countries added

A unique 2030 World Cup is set to be played in Europe and 
Africa with the surprising addition of South America in a deal 
to allow the men’s soccer tournament to start with a 100th 
birthday party in Uruguay.

FIFA reached an agreement last nigh between soccer’s con-
tinental leaders to accept only one candidate for hosting the 
2030 tournament, the sport’s governing body said.

The Spain-Portugal bid grew to add Morocco this year and 
now also includes long-time bid rivals Argentina, Paraguay 
and Uruguay.

A key lure of the unprecedented three-continent project is 

being able to open in the Uruguayan capital of Montevideo, 
where the Centenario Stadium hosted the inaugural 1930 
World Cup final.

“The centennial World Cup could not be far from South 
America, where everything began,” said Alejandro Domin-
guez, the president of South American soccer body CONME-
BOL. “The 2030 World Cup will be played in three continents.”

The consensus reached by once-rival soccer continents also 
let FIFA fast-track the opening of the 2034 World Cup bid-
ding contest, limited to member federations from Asia and 
Oceania.

OPINION
China Daily
Xinhua Commentary

JAPAN is back on top in 
men’s gymnastics.
The five-man group 

led by reigning world and 
Olympic champion Daiki 
Hashimoto edged rival Chi-
na in the team finals at the 
2023 world championships 
yesterday [Macau time] to 
earn Japan’s first major in-
ternational gold medal sin-
ce 2015.

The Japanese posted a 
team total of 255.594 poin-
ts, nearly two points clear 
of China at 253.794. Chi-
na, which finished eighth 
during a sloppy performan-
ce in qualifications to barely 
make the final, bounced 
back with a medal on the 
line but couldn’t quite catch 
Japan.

The U.S. men’s program 
took a significant step 
forward by earning its first 
bronze at a world cham-
pionships or Olympics sin-
ce 2014. The five-man team 
of Asher Hong, Paul Juda, 
Khoi Young, Yul Moldauer 
and Fred Richard finished 
at 252.428.

The Americans avoided 
major mistakes early and 
then showed considerable 
growth late. Needing to put 
together a solid set on high 
bar in the final event, You-
ng, Juda and Richard came 
through with nervy perfor-
mances.

Richard, a 19-year-old 

sophomore at Michigan, 
celebrated when he stu-
ck his dismount while his 
teammates broke out in 
chants of “USA!”

“I’m so pumped, this is 
crazy,” Richard said. “Is this 
reality?”

The U.S. finished second 
behind Japan in qualifying, 
though the issue with the 
men’s program in recent 
years has been falling short 
during the finals. That didn’t 
happen on Tuesday.

While the Americans 
were far from perfect, they 
maintained their composu-
re to hold off Great Britain, 
which has eclipsed the U.S. 
of late as the top team in 
the world not named Japan, 
China or Russia.

With the Russian team 

not allowed to participate as 
part of the political fallout 
of the country’s war with 
Ukraine, there was an open 
spot on the podium. The 
Americans took advantage 
to give the program a jolt 
with less than a year to go to 
the 2024 Olympics in Paris.

All five members plus 
alternate Colt Walker figu-
re to be in the mix to make 
the Olympic team, a group 
that should include two-
-time national champion 
and 2020 Olympian Brody 
Malone, who is recovering 
from a leg injury but is ex-
pected to return to training 
this winter.

“I know we have so much 
potential to go,” Richard 
said. “I think it’s only up 
from here.” MDT/AP

SPORTS

Japan edges rival 
China to win men’s 
world gymnastics 
title while US claims 
first medal since 2014
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Japan’s Kaito Sugimoto competes on the rings during the Artistic 
Gymnastics World Championships in Antwerp

China’s Sun Wei competes on the horizontal bar during the Men’s 
team final 

Unending gov’t 
shutdown saga 
exposes deep-
rooted flaw in US 
political system

In the riveting soap opera of U.S. politi-
cs, an ongoing plotline is almost too dra-
matic to ignore.

It features Washington elites who deftly 
choreograph real-life government shut-
downs through manipulation of budget 
talks for political advantage.

Though the potential fifth government 
shutdown in the past decade was averted 
late Saturday just hours before the fun-
ding deadline, this seemingly unending 
and tumultuous shutdown saga remains 
far from over.

The nation is now poised on the precipi-
ce of another cliffhanger, as this familiar 
plotline is set to replay itself once again 
in mid-November, when another deadline 
ominously approaches.

As the world is watching, a familiar pa-
ttern is playing out in Washington, with 
elected officials acting more interested 
in political brinkmanship and rhetorical 
gymnastics than in governing responsibly 
and efficiently.

Perhaps those U.S. politicians are con-
vinced that the government runs on the 
sheer force of rhetoric and not on money. 
Passing a budget, the cornerstone of res-
ponsible governance and the basic res-
ponsibility of the Congress, is a Herculean 
task for those who cannot resist the allure 
of partisan grandstanding.

At the heart of this issue is the inability of 
lawmakers from across the aisle to come 
to a consensus on essential matters such 
as the federal budget. One of the primary 
culprits behind this recurring problem is 
the hyper-partisanship that has taken root 
in Washington.

This stark partisan division makes it 
increasingly challenging to pass com-
prehensive legislation, including budgets, 
without resorting to stopgap measures 
and short-term fixes.

According to a Pew Research Center stu-
dy, just four times in over five decades has 
Congress enacted all its required appro-
priations measures on time.

No wonder the approval rate of the Con-
gress is dismally low. Americans and the 
world have long been witnessing the show 
of miserable dysfunction, with budgetary 
disputes and partisan squabbles taking 
center stage while essential legislation 
languishes in limbo.

It is almost as if those politicians enjoy 
pushing the boundaries of political thea-
ter while leaving the American people to 
bear the brunt of their inability to get the 
job done. After all, it is not those elites in 
Capitol Hill whose salaries will be affected 
by a government shutdown.

In the hallowed halls of Washington, 
Democrats and Republicans are doing 
nothing other than trading barbs and 
pointing fingers at each other. It is a clas-
sic case of the pot calling the kettle black, 
except both the pot and the kettle seem to 
suffer from severe memory lapses regar-
ding their core and basic responsibilities. 

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO


