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RENATO MARQUES

Japan's wrecked Fukushima
nuclear power plant said it
began releasing a second
batch of treated radioactive
wastewater into the sea
yesterday after the first
round of discharges ended
smoothly. Plant operator
Tokyo Electric Power
Company Holdings said
workers activated pumps to
dilute the treated water with
large amounts of seawater,
slowly sending the mixture
into the ocean through

an undersea tunnel for an
offshore release. More onp11
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Israel has quietly helped
fuel Azerbaijan's campaign
to recapture Nagorno-
Karabakh, supplying

powerful weapons to N R T
Azerbaijan ahead of its S o 1‘"&. B S
lightening offensive last : ' g WY
month that brought the

ethnic Armenian enclave
back under its control,
officials and experts

say. Just weeks before
Azerbaijan launched its 24-
hour assault on Sept. 19,
Azerbaijani military cargo
planes repeatedly flew
between a southern Israeli
airbase and an airfield near
Nagorno-Karabakh, even y
as Western governments L . . ! - g - . \ v S L \
were urging peace talks. =

Marine and Water Bureau is monitoring perilous beach bacteria,
warns beachgoers to be cautious with hygiene and safety .
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US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and other
top American officials are
visiting Mexico next week
to discuss shared security
issues, foremost among

them trafficking of the

synthetic opioid fentanyl, GOLDEN WEEK

but also arms trafficking and

increasing migration. The COTAI HOTELS
latest round of the High-

Level Security Dialogue BE N EFIT FRO M

brings Blinken, U.S. Attorney
HOLIDAYS AMID
and Homeland Security

Secretary Alejandro

Mayorkas, among others, GRAD UAL D E C LINE
together with their Mexican

counterparts for two days IN ARRIVALS

of talks.

GTdP

More on backpage 4P3
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RELIGION | THE NONES

IN SECULAR JAPAN, WHAT
MANY TO TEMPLES AND SH
STAMP COLLECTING AND ~

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

LMOST weekly Momo No-
ura makes time to visit
Shinto shrines. She performs the
prescribed rituals — cleansing
her hands, ringing a bell, bowing
and clapping. But her main pur-
pose is getting a Goshuin, a stamp
with elegant calligraphy that shri-
nes provide for a fee to certify the
visit.

She loves the stamps, which
she began collecting during the
pandemic. One with blue hydran-
geas got her started.

“Because of the Goshuin, shri-
nes have become closer to me,
but I don't consider this a reli-
gious activity,” Nomura said af-
ter getting her stamp and taking
selfies at Sakura Jingu, a western
Tokyo shrine established in 1882
as a minority Shinto sect focused
on traditional values.

Nomura, who posts about
her hobby on social media as
Goshuin Gitl, says she enjoys the
stamp designs, and shrine visits
allow a moment of reflection and
a change of pace from her busy
life as a graphic designer and
entrepreneur. Differences of reli-
gious sects are not an issue, she
says.

“It's a mindfulness kind of
thing for me,” Nomura said. “I
don’t consider myself religious.”

About 70% of people in Japan
have similar nonreligious feelin-
gs, according to surveys. Their
responses reflect a long history of
pragmatism about traditional re-
ligions, which often serve more as
connections to family and com-
munity than as theological gui-
des, as in the West.

Nomura, who graduated from
a Christian university in Tokyo,
says her parents also are not re-
ligious. Still, she vaguely remem-
bers going to shrines with her
family as a girl for Shichi-Go-San
ceremonies, where parents pray
for health and prosperity for their
children. She also visited a shrine
dedicated to the god of education
before college exams.

On a recent weekend at Ono-
terusaki Jinja, a 9th century Tokyo
shrine that is part of a broader
Shinto history, people came and
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" .
Momo Nomura prays before collecting a stamp: “I don’t consider myself religious”

went, some praying or just sit-
ting on benches. Masami Takeda
brought her 6-year-old grandson,
and they picked up a stamp with
autumn leaves. “I never think I
visit religious sites,” Takeda says.
“But I now pray for my grandson’s
health.”

Japan's unique relationship
to faith is on full display during
the final week of the year: Peo-
ple celebrate Christmas with an
exchange of presents, ring Bud-
dhist temple bells on New Year’s
Eve, and hours later go to Shinto
shrines to celebrate the New Year.
During other seasons, Japanese
flock to Buddhist Bon dances and
Shinto-related festivals involving
“mikoshi,” or portable shrines.

“In Japan, faith is not conside-
red an important element of reli-
gion, unlike Christianity or Islam,
in which understanding of the Bi-
ble or the Quran is necessary and
the theology serves as a guide-
post for daily life,” says Ryosuke
Okamoto, a religion professor at
Hokkaido University.

BUDDHISM VS CHRISTIANITY
Historically, Buddhism arrived
in Japan in the 6th century and
took root. From around 1640, as
part of a push to ban Christiani-
ty, temples kept family registries
of people in the neighborhood,

Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,
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creating a tradition of ancestor
worship still observed today. A
majority of Japanese return to
their hometowns during August’s
Bon holiday week to spend time
with relatives and visit ancestors’
graves. Most funerals in Japan are
held in a Buddhist style.

Japan’s Indigenous religion of
Shinto is largely rooted in ani-
mism, which believes there are
thousands of “kami,” or spiri-
ts, inhabiting nature. It’s closely
linked to the country’s imperial
family: Around 1870, Japan made
Shinto the state religion and used
imperial worship to fan ultra-na-
tionalism and support for World
War II, which was fought in the
name of the emperor. Japan’s
U.S.-drafted postwar constitu-
tion ensures freedom of religion
and the separation of religion
and state, though the conservati-
ve government today still places
great importance on imperial
worshipping.

“Younger people tend to have
an even more pragmatic view
and less interest in principles
linked to religion,” Okamoto said.

According to Cultural Affairs
Agency statistics for 2022, the
number of Japanese with links
to Shinto, Buddhism, Christiani-
ty or other religions totaled 180
million, which exceeds Japan’s
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population of 126 million. This
suggests that most people follow
both Shinto and Buddhism.
Christians account for about 1%
of that total.

Many Japanese are especially
cautious about new religions, an
impact of the 1995 deadly sarin
attack led by the Aum Shinrikyo
cult that shocked the nation and
ruined the image of new religious
sects.

Allegations of fraudulent bu-
siness practices by the Unifica-
tion Church and its decades-long
political ties with the Japanese
governing party surfaced in the
investigations of former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s assassi-
nation last year, adding to the
public’s weariness about non-
traditional religion. The alleged
assassin told police he killed Abe
because of the politician’s links to
the Unification Church — which
the murder suspect hated becau-
se his mother’s large donations to
the group bankrupted his family.

According to a survey of Japa-
nese by the Niwano Peace Foun-
dation in 2019, most respondents
said they haven't participated in
any religious activities in recent
years, and more than 70% said
they don’t have any faith. Howe-
ver, positive feelings about shri-
nes and temples increased over
the past 20 years, presumably
because of a growing interest in
spiritual tours and stamp collec-
tions, the survey shows.

STAMPS AND TRADITION

The popularity of Goshuin
stamps and visits to spiritual spo-
ts like shrines and temples is not a
show of faith, experts say, but ins-
tead suggests people feel an affi-
nity for the traditions without a
need to be deeply involved. Some
compare the stamp collectingto a
blessed version of baseball cards.

Onoterusaki priest Karin Ko-
dashima says the stamps are
increasingly popular, allowing
visitors to “tie a connection with
gods.” The stamps can also be an
introduction to Shinto, she says
during her break from prepara-
tion for an upcoming autumn
festival which features rituals,
lectures and court music.

For many people, shrines of-
fer a chance for reflection, even
if it’s not a religious experience.
Kodashima says, “I believe shri-
nes will continue to be part of
people’s daily lives and serve as
a place of tranquility and peace.”

Some Buddhist temples, in-
cluding Tsukiji Hongwanji and
Komyoiji in Tokyo, are seeking to
reach younger people and have
opened cafes, yoga and medita-
tion classes, as well as talk ses-
sions and concerts.

A Komyoji monk, Yuken Kiha-
ra, serves his homemade des-
serts, tea and coffee every Wed-
nesday at Open Terrace café on
a temple balcony, available to
anyone with reservations.

“I hope to provide a space for
people to drop by and relax,”
Kihara said. “Japanese people are
seen as secular, but I think it’s a
value that you cannot answer
just by yes or no.”

As Japan’s population increa-
singly ages, with family values
becoming more diverse and
younger generations moving to
cities, small shrines and temples
in rural Japan struggle to survive,
with many on the verge of clo-
sing.

In an attempt to connect the
struggling shrines and temples
with potential visitors interes-
ted in history, architecture or the
stamps, a young entrepreneur
established an online informa-
tion site. There are about 160,000
temples and shrines in Japan, ac-
cording to government statistics.

“Hotokami,” a word com-
bining Hotoke (Buddha) and
Kami (God), was launched by
Ryo Yoshida in 2016 after he or-
ganized tours to historic sites for
three years.

The online service now has 1.2
million monthly users, and has
collaborated with train opera-
tors, including those in Yokoha-
ma and Osaka, as well as shrines
in the area, to organize trips to
collect stamps.

Yoshida says he personally
feels a connection to both Bu-
ddhism and Shintoism. Every
morning for 10 minutes he listens
to aYouTube program by a monk
based at a temple in Kamakura.
As far as his family’s religion, he
notes a Buddhist temple next to
his grandfather’s home in Shiga
prefecture.

Yoshida says, “I like both Shin-
to’'s appreciation of nature and
ancestors, and Buddhist values
of how to live a better life.” But
he adds, “If you ask me whe-
ther I have faith, I'm not sure.”
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Cotai hotels benefit from holidays
amid gradual decline in arrivals

LYNZY VALLES

E eight-day National

Day holiday is breaking

post-pandemic records

as it marks the first Gol-

den week in three years where

Chinese travelers are free to travel
without border restrictions.

Current entry and exit data are
exceeding local government ex-
pectations of 100,000. However,
the question remains as to whether
the numbers will align with the ex-
pectations of local businesses, par-
ticularly in the hotel industry.

Despite slow growth, high you-
th unemployment, and a property
market in crisis on the mainland,
Macau has already welcomed
more than 859,000 visitors in the
first seven days of the holiday pe-
riod. The majority of visitors have
come from the mainland.

However, the numbers slowly
started to decline from Friday’s
peak, the Mid-Autumn Festival
holiday, through yesterday.

Hotels in Cotai appear to be the
biggest beneficiaries, with occu-
pancy rates of up to 95%, accor-
ding to industry representatives.

“By Wednesday onwards, the
rates have gone back to normal

Slight dro

weekday rates,” said Rutger Vers-
churen, vice-chairman of the Ma-
cau Hotel Association.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
press briefing at Artyzen Grand
Lapa yesterday, Verschuren, who
heads the resort, said current ar-

0 In visitor
arrivals unlikely to harm

rival numbers show signs of re-
covery, following a tourism boost
during the summer holidays.
“There was a lot of potential for
Cotai hotels and casinos of course
[with all] these new products in
town. We're happy to see everyone

putting in so much effort to bring
back business,” he told the Times.

However, neighboring regions
are also offering newer attrac-
tions, such as the Chimelong Spa-
ceship Theme Park in Hengqin,
which recently set seven Guin-

The new entertainment facility
in Hengqin was designed by US-
-based theme park group Legacy
Entertainment, and has an enclo-
sed area of 397,064 square meters,
surpassing previous record holder
Warner Brothers Abu Dhabi.

With comparatively higher lo-
cal hotel rates in Macau, some
tourists are opting to stay in
Zhuhai or visit new attractions in
Hengqin.

Verschuren noted, “The rates
[for this holiday] are quite reaso-
nable. It is just difficult to have a
proper pricing strategy as we did
not know what the demand would
be. You don’'t know how many are
actually going to stay over.”

“Zhuhai prices are lower than
Macau’s, and Henggin has enor-
mous attraction. So, there are a
lot of people who are only making
day trips to Macau,” Verschuren
added.

More than 21 million Chinese
people will fly during the 10-day
break that began on Friday last
week, according to China’s civil
aviation regulator.

This includes 14,000 domestic
flights a day, as budget-conscious
young Chinese tourists explore
destinations closer to home.

Most people still have some
reservations about travelling
beyond China, as many also opt to
travel within the mainland to visit
families during the year’s longest
holiday.

according to analytics firms,
ForwardKeys, as its data shows
outbound travels down 40% when
compared with 2019.

MACAU LEGEND EXITS PROJECTS

IN CAMBODIA AND CAPE VERDE

final num

RENATO MARQUES

OLLOWING its peak

on the second day of
the eight-day holiday pe-
riod spanning September
29 to October 6, the num-
ber of visitors to Macau
has been dropping by
approximately 10,000 per
day.

However, with the ex-
ception of the first day
(September 29), during
which the daily number
of tourist arrivals was be-
low 100,000, every other
day of this holiday pe-
riod was well above the
100,000 expected daily
average forecasted by
the Macao Government
Tourism Office (MGTO).
The holiday period com-
prises the mid-autumn
festival as well as the Na-
tional Day holiday.

0€EIS

Yesterday October 5,
the statistics revealed
that a total of 859,289
people entered Macau in
the first seven days, ac-
counting for a daily ave-
rage of 122,756 visitors.

Of those daily visitors,
some 42,356 were foreign
tourists, representing a
daily average of around
6,051 people and ac-
counting for 4.9% of the
total.

When compared to
the official figures from
2019 (with 974,337 visitor
arrivals in the first seven
days), the current num-
bers represent a 15% de-
crease from pre-pande-
mic figures.

MORE PROMOTION

THAN REAL BUSINESS
Nevertheless, despite

the influx of people, tra-

ders claim that business
volume is below expecta-
tions, noting that tourists
now are spending signi-
ficantly less than before,
according to several me-
dia reports.

Some traders have no-
ted that this new wave
of tourists in Macau are
keener to take photos
with products or while
inside traditional sto-
res with no intention of
making a purchase.

Additionally, some
shop owners and sho-
pkeepers who own or
manage stores in areas of
the city outside of regular
visitor routes claim that
there are no benefits to
their businesses from the
increased visitor num-
bers during the holiday
season in comparison to
previous months.

ACAU Legend Deve-

lopment has annou-
nced its intended with-
drawal from several over-
seas projects in Cambodia
and Cape Verde in Africa
by 2025.

In an interview with
Hong Kong TV station,
TVB, chairman and execu-
tive director Li Chu Kwan
explained that the group is
actively seeking to develop
its non-gaming businesses
to reduce its dependence
on the gaming sector.

The group is currently
exploring  opportunities
to attract guests to Macau
from the Greater Bay Area.

In June this year, the
company announced it
had signed a letter of in-
tent to sell its Savan Le-

RENATO MARQUES

Howing Enterprises Co.
Ltd to develop an integra-
ted resort.

gend casino resort in The land was acquired
Savannakhet, Laos, for for slightly over USD90
USD45 million. million following a memo-

In 2019, Macau Legend
purchased 1,200 hecta-
res of land in Cambodia’s
Siem Reap Province from

randum of understanding
signed by both parties in
June 2014.

Following this, Macau

Legend and the govern-
ment of Cape Verde sig-
ned a contract in 2015 to
build an integrated resort
and casino. The USD273
million project includes a
luxury hotel, international
convention centre, marina,
and bridge connecting the
islet to the mainland. LV
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE AT 3.1%

The general unemployment rate was
2.5% for the June to August 2023
period, with the unemployment
rate of local residents at 3.1%.
These figures represent a decrease
of 0.1 and 0.2 percentage points
respectively from the previous
period (May to July 2023), according
to data from the Statistics and
Census Service (DSEC). Meanwnhile,
the underemployment rate
increased by 0.1 percentage points
to 1.8%. With fresh graduates
entering the labor market, the
proportion of new labor market
entrants seeking their first job
increased by 4.1 percentage points,
accounting for 12.7% of the total
unemployed.

GOVERNMENT
HEADQUARTERS OPEN
TO PUBLIC FROM OCT. 21

The Protocol Palace and the garden
of the Government Headquarters will
be opened to the public for the first
time in three years on October 21
and 22, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. During
the Government Headquarters
Open Day, visitors may enter the
premises from the right side of the
Protocol Palace on Travessa do Paiva.
Special traffic arrangements will be in
place on certain sections of Travessa
do Paiva during the day.

HE eligibility criteria
for financial talent
recruitment in the city’s
acquisition scheme was

RENATO MARQUES

HAC SA INFECTION

DSAMA IS MONITORING
BEACH BACTERIA

RENATO MARQUES

HE Marine and Water Bu-
reau (DSAMA) stated that
it is aware of recently reported
cases of Vibrio vulnificus bac-
terial infections on Macau bea-

ches and has taken measures to
enhance sanitation of the affec-
ted areas, the bureau said in a
statement to the Times.

After a report from the Health
Bureau (SSM) on two recent ca-
ses of bacterial infection caused

by dead fish on the beaches of
Hac Sa and Cheoc Van, DSAMA
said in response to inquiries
that, “According to the SSM, Vi-
brio vulnificus is a commonly
found bacteria. Since nature
and wildlife may contain na-

announced yesterday in
the Official Gazette.
According to the an-
nouncement, professio-
nals in the financial ser-
vices industry seeking to
obtain a work visa or re-
sidency in Macau throu-
gh the Talent Acquisition
Scheme of Macau must
meet specific criteria.
According to the an-
nouncement, applicants
must be at least 21 years
old and hold a Bache-

in a relevant discipline.
They must also have
four years of professio-
nal experience in an
applicable industry.

The relevant disci-
plines include finance,
economics, accounting,
actuarial science, risk
management, business
analysis, data analysis,
business administra-
tion, financial techno-
logy, mathematics, sta-
tistics, computational

ring, sustainable deve-
lopment, law, or related
disciplines.

Applicants who do
not hold a degree in any
of the above discipli-
nes will still be eligible
if they have a degree in
any other discipline and
six years of professional
experience in the core
disciplines mentioned
above. Another pathway
is available for appli-
cants with a degree in

they have four years of
professional experience
in the core disciplines
and hold a professional
accreditation in the fi-
nancial industry.

Furthermore,
cants must also de-
monstrate proficiency
in either Chinese, Por-
tuguese or English and
achieve a minimum of
200 points in the scoring
system (with a total pos-
sible score of 300 poin-

appli-

ANTHONY LAM

turally occurring bacteria, it is
advisable for members of the
public to avoid entering the sea
water if they have wounds and
to be careful of animals in the
wild.”

The bureau also advised bea-
chgoers and visitors to be vigi-
lant of their hygiene and safety
during beach visits.

DSAMA noted that while
dead fish occasionally wash up
on the beach, regular inspec-
tions by DSAMA staff found that
“there is no abnormal increase
in the number of dead fish.”

An agreement between DSA-
MA and the beachside cleaning
company states that, “The clea-
ning company will carry out
comprehensive cleaning work
at the beach twice a day, usually
before the daily peak flow of
people.”

Lifeguards will also assist in
cleaning those areas, should
dead fish appear outside of the-
se scheduled times.

DSAMA concluded by affir-
ming that the bureau “will pay
close attention to the health
reports and disease prevention
recommendations for beaches
from relevant departments
such as the Health Bureau and
the Municipal Affairs Bureau, to
review the application and use
by organizers of beach activity
accordingly.”

Financial talent acquisition criteria announced
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Pui Ching Middle School Macau Opening

New Campus in 2024/2025 Academic Year ACCURATE, TIMELY &

COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

Pui Ching Middle School Macau will open a new campus in 2024/2025 academic year,
named "Pui Ching Middle School (Coloane Campus)". The new campus will be a through-train
school providing internationalised education.

Levels opening for 2024/2025 academic year include:
Kindergarten (K1 to K3), Primary (P1 to P4),

Junior Secondary (S1)

For more information about Pui Ching Middle School (Coloane Campus), please
refer to :https://admission.puiching.edu.mo/coloane

Languages:

EMGLISH, CHIMESE,
PORTUGUESL, JAPANLESE,
KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC,
RUSSIAN

Services
TRANSLATI

PROOFREADIMNG, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

NS,

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang
Emal: asmy i KIrgne £oem. m
Tel: +853 2871 60817 Fax: +853 2871 6084

*%.  Note: Our school is a non-profit private institution under the paid education network.
2 All enrolled students are required to pay the fees determined by the school.
Students holding valid Macau resident identity cards are eligible for government tuition subsidies.
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Ron Lam unhappy with
brief replies from gov't

ANTHONY LAM

AWMAKER Ron Lam ex-

pressed his dissatisfaction

with the government’s

ften “brief replies” to his

written inquiries during his re-

view on the past legislative term
yesterday.

In accordance with law, gover-
nment authorities must respond
to lawmakers’ inquiries within 30
days of the Chief Executive recei-
ving the inquiries. However, the
law does not specify the mini-
mum length of these responses.

Lam highlighted an instance
on August 1, 2023, when he sub-
mitted a written inquiry regarding
the progress of the development
of the legal framework for tele-
communications services. He
asked the government to provide
an update on its plan to develop
the services and its handling of
concessionaire properties, among
other questions.

In response, he received a reply
consisting of a mere 55 Chinese
characters, which briefly stated
that “internal discussions [are]

in progress and announcements
[will] be made in due course.”

On April 20 of the same year, he
submitted another inquiry related
to the release of data and com-
pliance by owners or operators of
private cemeteries. Again, he po-
sed three questions on breaches,
data mapping and data publica-
tion.

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) issued a longer response
than that provided to the tele-
communications services inquiry,
which was handled by a different
bureau. However, the IAM merely
reiterated that the applicable laws
must be complied with for priva-
te cemeteries and burials, adding
that it routinely conducted spot
checks on private cemeteries and
reported any irregularities to the
relevant bureaus.

The lawmaker noted that
during the second legislative
term, he had received seven re-
plies that were shorter than 300
Chinese characters.

Lam observed that these brief
replies were in conflict with the
government’s regular pledges to

improve communication with
parliament, criticizing some bu-
reaus for obfuscation and some-
times providing responses that
were “perfunctory.”

During the same session, he
also called for improved transpa-
rency in the Administrative Plan
for the Development Investments
and Expenditures (PIDDA).

He pointed out that additional
government investment or spen-
ding in the absence of regular PI-
DDA announcements would lead
to doubts within society about
government accountability. The
absence of PIDDA updates wou-
1d also effectively deny commu-
nity members the opportunity to
participate in rational discussions
and discourse.

Additionally, Lam noted that
he had requested PIDDA annou-
ncements during two Chief Exe-
cutive question sessions but was
informed that the information
had already been provided to
lawmakers.

He also questioned why some
bureaus had directed him to re-
quest meetings through the par-

liament, stating that it is not un-
common in Macau for lawmakers
to request meetings with officials
or bureau teams related to com-
plaints they had received. Lam
disclosed that some bureaus had
not even responded to his reques-
ts for meetings.

He acknowledged the govern-
ment had improved its engage-
ment with lawmakers on matters
concerning major construction

projects. Nonetheless, Lam ex-
pressed his hope that more time
would be allocated for questions
from lawmakers to provide them
with the opportunity to convey
more opinions.

For example, he said that
lawmakers usually had limited
time for follow-up questions at
these introductory sessions, while
government officials enjoyed the
benefit of greater time resources.
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KARATE-DO ATHLETE
BRINGS HOME SILVER
MEDAL IN ASIAN GAMES

Macau's karate-do athlete, Jugo
Kuok Kin Hang, won a silver medal

in the kata final event yesterday. He
achieved a score of 39.8 points, while
Japan's Kazumasa Moto took gold
with 43.0 points. Kuok previously won
the first bronze medal for Macau at
the People's Republic of China's 14th
National Games, held in the city of
Xian, Shaanxi province, in 2021.
Macau has won five medals at the
Asian games, including one gold, two
silver and two bronze medals.

SPORTS FUND
APPLICATIONS: NEW
REGULATIONS PUBLISHED

The government has published new
regulations for subsidy applications
under the Sports Fund (FD) program
in the official gazette. The updated
regulations take effect from
December 1 and set out details

of the subsidy granting system,
including the objectives, scope of
applications, and obligations of those
who are granted subsidies, while also
standardizing the subsidy types. The
rules also establish that projects with
a total budget under MOP1 million
will be handled by the Sports Fund
Administrative Committee. Projects
with a budget above this amount

will be handled by a supervisory
body. The report must describe

the activities, income generated,
and expenditures incurred. Original
receipts and expenditure records
must be maintained for a period of
five years.

35TH MIMF

“THE BARBER OF SEVILLE COMEDY
WILL CAPTIVATE LOCAL AUDIENCES

ANTHONY LAM

OTH opera and “The Barber

of Seville” are not as inacces-
sible as commonly believed, re-
presentatives of the opera’s local
shows said yesterday.

Members of the cast and crew
met with the press yesterday at
the Macao Cultural Centre in ad-
vance of the opening night. The
opera will premiere there toni-
ght, marking the opening of the
35th Macao International Music
Festival (MIMF).

When asked by the Times
on how local audiences can
be encouraged to attend, Lio
Kuokman, chief conductor at
Macao Orchestra and program
director of the festival, along
with Martin Lyngbo, director of
the opera, emphasized that ope-
ra is not a distant or inaccessible
art form.

The Macao Orchestra will
play the music for the perfor-
mances.

Lio encouraged local audien-
ce members who have not yet
purchased tickets to watch the
show. He said that contrary to
public perceptions of opera, the
show is family-friendly and co-
medic in nature.

Echoing Lio’s sentiments,
Lyngbo added that the shows are
accessible even for children. He
highlighted the value of introdu-
cing children to opera, adding
that it may provide inspiration
for thoughts and ideas in chil-
dren which differ from adults,
and indeed, many children have
liked the shows.

RUA DA FELICIDADE AND MOUNT FORTRESS

New tourist attractions close earlier due to Typhoon Koinu

event,

ANTHONY LAM

the Mount For-

In support of this, he men-
tioned his own children, sta-
ting, “I have four children, aged
between five to 17, and they all
liked the show!”

He has also adapted this work
into a more accessible produc-
tion by cutting it short to 2.75
hours, in contrast to many other
operatic works, some of which
run for 3.5-hours. He has also
sought to incorporate posture
and gesture to convey emotions
and overcome any language bar-
riers. Surtitles were also lowered
to stage level to allow audiences
to see both actions on the stage
and understand the lyrics. Lyn-
gbo believes these measures will
facilitate the experience throu-

No. 3 between dawn and

ghout the entire theater to allow
the audience to feel the same at
more or less the same time.

This production is not a new
piece of work, as Danish Lyngbo
created this version of the opera
more than five years ago.

The show has so far toured
across Israel, Taiwan and Ma-
cau. Lio served as conductor for
the shows in Taichung, Taiwan.

Five years ago, Lio had heard
good feedback on the show, so
he flew to Denmark and “had a
good laugh from start to end. I
have since then wanted to bring
it to Macau,” Lio said.

As The Barber of Seville had
not been staged in Macau for
some time, he believed it timely

to stage it this year. He also belie-
ved that the comedic vibe would
be well-suited for the days after
disease control restrictions.

Taiwanese Jo-Pei Weng, who
plays female lead Rosina at the
only afternoon show, also star-
red in the Taichung shows. Weng
said that a partial refreshment of
the cast in Macau gave her fresh
inspiration for the role.

She believes that new elemen-
ts will emerge in the Macau show,
noting that minor adjustments
are common whenever a show
arrives at a new venue. Echoing
her comments, Lio highlighted
that each show contributes to the
maturity and development of a
piece of work.

RENATO MARQUES

HE newly established

tourist attraction at
the Rua da Felicidade and
Mount Fortress has been
directed to suspend ope-
rations by the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) due
to concerns regarding
the potential impact of
Typhoon Koinu.

In a press statement,
the IC said, “Taking into
account that Typhoon Sig-
nal No. 1 has been hoisted
in Macau and the need to
ensure safety, the street
fair and performances of
the ‘Rua da Felicidade Pe-
destrian Zone Plan’ will
be suspended while the

typhoon signal is hois-
ted, and the installations
along the street will be
dismantled.” The IC no-
ted that the street would
continue to function as
a pedestrian zone during
ordinary hours.

The IC also noted that
due to the risk of inter-
ference with the lighting
installations and facilities
for the “Mount Fortress
in the Moonlight” light
show, this event, which
was initially scheduled to
run until October 6, will
conclude prematurely. No
further activities or per-
formance will take place
on October 5 and 6.

With the closure of the

tress schedule will return
to normal with a closing
time of 7 p.m.

The IC also urged the
owners of heritage buil-
dings — particularly those
situated in low-lying areas
— to enact all necessary
heritage protection mea-
sures in a timely manner
as well as the appropriate
wind and flood preven-
tion measures.

According to the la-
test information from
the local Meteorological
and Geophysical Bureau
(SMG), there is only a mo-
derate likelihood of in-
creasing Typhoon Signal
No. 1 to Typhoon Signal

the morning of October 7.
The SGM did not fore-
cast any significant storm
surges associated with the
passing of this typhoon.
Inaseparate statement,
the SMG stated, “Accor-
ding to the present fore-
cast track, ‘Koinu’ might
move further westward,
approaching the vicinity
of the Pearl River Estuary
during the weekend and
early next week. It is ex-
pected that ‘Koinu’ will
gradually weaken under
the influence of the nor-
theast monsoon.”
Furthermore, the SMG
also noted that “since
‘Koinu’ might weaken

slower than expected, and
it might undertake a track
closer to the Pearl River
Estuary, the intensity and
track remains uncertain.
Under the combined in-

fluence of ‘Koinu’ and
the northeast monsoon,
showers will increase
from the weekend to early
next week, with force 5 to
6 gusty northerly winds.”
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GAMING Players who buy winning

Powerball jackpot up to $1.4
billion after no one matches all
the numbers and hits it rich

HE Powerball jackpot

climbed to an estima-

ted $1.4 billion after no

players matched all six
numbers and hit it rich yesterday
[Macau time].

The winning numbers annou-
nced were: 9, 35, 54, 63, 64 and
the Powerball 1.

Players will next have a shot at
the Powerball jackpot Saturday
night in hopes of ending an 11-
week stretch without a big win-
ner. No matter how large the pri-
ze grows the odds stay the same
— and they're terrible.

It's those odds of 1 in 292.2
million that make the jackpot
so hard to win and that result in
such giant prizes for the lucky
player or players who manage
to pick the game’s six winning
numbers. The latest Powerball
jackpot is the world’s seventh-
-largest lottery prize. The last
time someone won the top prize
was July 19.

GAME DETAILS

In most states, Powerball ti-
ckets cost $2 and buyers can cho-
se their own numbers and single
Powerball or leave that task to a
computer. Powerball drawings
are held three times a week at
10:59 p.m. EDT on Mondays, We-
dnesdays and Saturday, with the
numbers selected at the Florida
Lottery in Tallahassee.

Once the numbers are cho-
sen, it usually takes a couple
hours to determine if there is a

AP PHOTO

JACKPOT ALERT! 4§
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jackpot winner. If there isn't a
winner, state lottery officials re-
lease a jackpot estimate for the
next drawing. If there is a winner,
the jackpot reverts to $20 million
and begins the long process of
growing until there is another
winner.

Gale Groseclose, who was
buying Powerball tickets in Pi-
neville, North Carolina, said a
$1 million prize would be plenty
for her but that the Wednesday’s
$1.2 billion jackpot -certainly
caught her attention.

“Idon’t usually do this on a re-
gular basis, but like I said, when
it gets to be, what is it? I don't

even know what, over 1 billion
dollars,” Groseclose said. “It’s ex-
citing.”

HOW IS THE JACKPOT
DETERMINED?

The jackpot is based on reve-
nue from ticket sales, so the more
people who play the game, the
faster the top prize grows. Howe-
ver, even though the current ja-
ckpot is advertised as $1.4 billion,
the lottery has less than half that
amount available for the top pri-
ze. That's why the cash prize —
which most winners take — wou-
1d be $643.7 million.

Players also can choose an

annuity, in which that $643.7
million would be paid to a com-
pany that would guarantee a re-
turn over 30 years of $1.4 billion. If
a winner dies before collecting all
their money, the remainder would
go to the winner’s estate.

WHAT ABOUT TAXES?

State lotteries will immediately
deduct 24% of jackpot winnings
for federal taxes, and additional
federal taxes may be required
when filing federal tax returns.
State taxes will vary as some sta-
tes don't tax lottery winnings at all
and others tax the money at diffe-
rent rates.

grand prize tickets in a state diffe-
rent from where they live will pay
taxes based on where they bought
the ticket.

DO ODDS CHANGE BASED ON
NUMBER OF PLAYERS?

The game’s odds remain 1 in
292.2 million regardless of how
big the jackpot is and the number
of people buying tickets. Those
odds mean there are 292.2 million
possible number combinations.

To put the immensity of that
into context, note that for Mon-
day’s drawing players across the
country chose just over 20% of
those possible combinations.
That means nearly 80% of the
possible combinations were not
selected, so the odds were pretty
good that there wouldn't be a win-
ner.

Typically, the larger the jackpot
grows, the more people play and
the more combinations are cove-
red. People also usually buy more
tickets on Saturdays, which in-
creases the chance of a winner for
those drawings.

Eric Warner, who also was
buying tickets in Pineville, said he
would immediately buy a Porsche
if he won the big jackpot and then
invest most of the money for him-
self and his community. Warner
said he never really expects to win
but enjoys buying a ticket now
and then.

“It's something that I run into
and maybe I'm feeling lucky,” he
said. “Then I'll go ahead and pick
up a ticket and just kind of hope
for the best.”

CAN WINNERS REMAIN
ANONYMOUS?

Rules vary from state to state
with some requiring that jackpot
winners be named and others
allowing anonymity. Some states
have more detailed rules, such as
in Florida, where winners can re-
main anonymous for 90 days be-
fore the state lottery releases their
name. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

‘Disney Princess - The Concert’ coming show will feature popular
to The Venetian Theatre in November

songs as "Let it Go,” "A

Wuynn presents new exhibition of rare luxury cars

The Venetian Macao, in
partnership  with  AEG
Presents Asia and Chess-
man, will present "Disney
Princess — The Concert”
at The Venetian Theatre

from November 10 to 12.

The concert features
an award-winning cast of
Broadway stars who have
performed in numerous
Disney productions. The

Whole New World," "How
Far I'll Go," "Colors of the
Wind,” and "Almost The-
re."

The acclaimed stars will
also share with the au-
dience exclusive, heart-
felt, and amusing behind-
-the-scenes stories from
their experiences on sta-
ge and screen, according
to a statement by gaming
operator Sands China.

"Disney Princess — The
Concert" runs for approxi-
mately two hours with in-
termission. Each concert
will feature four princes-
ses and one prince.

Tickets will be available
for sale via Cotai Ticketing
from today.

To celebrate the 74th anni-
versary of the founding of the
People's Republic of China,
Wynn is hosting the "Wynn
Signature — 2023 Hypercar

Exhibition” until November
30. The exhibition showca-
ses a collection of 16 world-
-class and rare luxury cars at
Wynn Macau and Wynn Pa-

lace, boasting a total value
exceeding HKD500 million.
The exhibition opening
ceremony held earlier this
week featured notable
guests including Ma Qin-
ghua, the first Chinese dri-
ver to win the WTCC - FIA
World Touring Car Cup and
basketball legend Shaquille

O'Neal, alongside Wynn exe-
cutives.

In her speech, President
and Vice Chairman of the
Board of Wynn Macau, Linda
Chen, said that, "the Wynn
Signature — 2023 Hypercar
Exhibition is an event under
the new resort experien-
ce brand 'Wynn Signature,’
combining premium taste,
unique experiences, and te-
chnology craftsmanship. The
exhibition aims to promo-
te the annual international
sporting event, the Macau
Grand Prix, to enrich the ex-
perience of Macau visitors
and showcase the diverse
tourism image of "Tourism
+ Sports' to travelers from
around the world."
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HANGZHOU GAMES

THE CENTURIES-OLD CARD GAME OF BRIDGE

OFFERS A SHARP CONTRAST TO ESPORTS

STEPHEN WADE, HANGZHOU

F youre looking for another

kind of esport to follow from
the Asian Games, try the centu-
ries-old card game of bridge.

Here the “¢” would stand for
“elderly” to represent the game’s
aging demographic — not for
“electronic” as in the youth-dri-
ven online gaming that’s proving
to be one of the most popular
events of the Asian Games, gene-
rating billions in annual revenue
worldwide, and producing a new
breed of global icons like South
Korean League of Legends star
“Faker.”

Esports, chess, and bridge are
among the so-called mind sports
with full medal status at the two-
-week long Asian Games.

Kelvin Ong heads the Singa-
pore Bridge Association and la-
ments it’s difficult to attract the
nation’s youth to bridge. But as
he talks he, himself, is playing a
video game on a tablet.

“I'll shut it down,” the 37-year-
-old says sheepishly, knowing
he’s inadvertently highlighted the
problem. “I think bridge is losing
its following with the young be-
cause now there are computer
games, mobile games.”

“Kids nowadays want action to
come flashy and quick — 30 se-
conds,” Ong adds, noting a bridge
hand takes seven or eight minu-
tes to play. “We'll get to that level

HIGHER EDUCATION

AP PHOTO

when someone finds a way to
made a bridge hand last one mi-
nute. But it won't be good bridge.”

Bridge at the Asian Games is
the antithesis of flashy and qui-
ck. It's more staid and deliberate,
and of course there’s no premium
on physical fitness. It’s also one of
many sports or games you won't
find in the Olympics.

Atleast nine players in the field
of about 200 are over 70. The ol-
dest is 78-year-old Masood Ma-
zhar of Pakistan, a full 65 years
older than 13-year-old Chinese
skateboarder Cui Chenxi who
won gold last week.

There was an 89-year-old
player five years ago at the games
in Indonesia, but no octogena-
rians this time.

“You can play until you're 100,”
said 64-year-old Anal Shah, the

coach and non-playing captain of
the Indian women’s team.

“There’s no retirement age,”
added Dr. Raheel Ahmed, a radio-
logist who manages the Pakistan
team.

The average age of participants
this time is about 50, and the you-
ngest are 22-year-old Vidhya Pa-
tel of India and 23-year-old Chen
Kuan-hsuan of Taiwan.

Chen said she started playing
at eight, coerced by her mother,
an elementary school teacher.

“She held summer vacation
classes to teach students to play
bridge,” Chen said. “So I was for-
ced by her to learn bridge. I was
very unhappy because I wanted
to play over summer vacation.
I tried to refuse her, but she was
very strong.”

The bridge venue is set up on

the 12th and 13th floors of a Han-
gzhou office building. A nearly
silent atmosphere pervades the
space. Four players each fill do-
zens of small tables — card-table
size, of course. Many hold a fan-
-like spread of cards in one hand,
and a few fiddle with reading
glasses in the other.

Each table has a screen
running diagonally — top and
bottom — to keep players from
passing signals to teammates.
The game presents no langua-
ge barriers, using universal ter-
ms from English like “no trump,
slam, pass” and so forth.

Observers can watch the
hands that are dealt — and how
they are played — on large tele-
vision screens filled with red and
black symbols for spades, hearts,
diamonds and clubs.

Suzhou strives to attract students from Wuhan

Ong said teams playing con-
tract bridge have been known to
— not in competitions — “kick,
cough and stomp” to pass sig-
nals to teammates. Hence, the
screens.

In addition to the aging
players, Bridge also has an image
problem, at least in parts of Asia.

“The general concept is India
is that cards is gambling,” Shah
said. “Bridge is cards, and cards
is gambling. You have to convin-
ce parents that it’s an intellectual
game. It improves your logical
powers. It sharpens so many skills
for the brain.”

Of course, bridge has nothing
to do with poker or black jack and
would be as out of place in a ca-
sino as Spain’s national festival of
bullfighting might be in Bhutan.

The misconception also exis-
ts in Pakistan, a predominantly
Muslim country where Dr. Ah-
med said he uses a different pitch.

“We don't have any muscles
in the brain, but by playing brid-
ge you can see you can build the
mind muscle,” he said.

“I think 99.9% of our people
don’t know what bridge is,” he
added. “In Islam we don't like
betting so most of the people
connect card games with bet-
ting. They laugh at me wearing
a beard. They say he’s participa-
ting in such an event; a religious
person playing a card game. Yes, [
have to explain.” MDT/AP

various Suzhou companies
have been visiting campu-
ses nationwide since the
beginning of the year in an
effort to recruit talent. In
the spring, 4,898 employers

EN Wuhan Univer-
sity student Liu Wan
started to head for the high-
-speed train station to travel
to Suzhou, Jiangsu provin-
ce, she was pleasantly sur-
prised to find a dedicated
car waiting on the campus
for her and her schoolma-
tes arranged by the Suzhou
government.

The thoughtfulness di-
dn't stop there, as studen-
ts entering their final year
at several universities in
Wuhan, Hubei province,
who were willing to find
work in Suzhou were also
treated to an immersive
experience during their rai-
Iway journey.

They were given the
opportunity to savor the
exquisite flavors of Suzhou’s
cuisine, witness the mes-
merizing performances of
Kunqu Opera and delve

into the captivating world
of intangible cultural heri-
tage activities on the train,
which was named the “Uni-
versity Talent Introduction
Special Train”.

Suzhou went the extra
mile to ensure that the gra-

duating students felt cared
for and cherished. Trans-
portation subsidies of up
to 1,000 yuan ($137) were
offered to help them travel
to and from interviews, and
116 hotels provided free ac-
commodations for up to 14

days, ensuring a worry-free
experience for job seekers.
Moreover, each student
received a gift bag con-
taining metro transporta-
tion cards and accommo-
dation gift cards, as well as
vouchers they could use to

visit scenic spots and dine
at restaurants in the city.

The pinnacle of that ex-
perience came during the
Suzhou Campus Day event,
which was launched last
month by the Suzhou Mu-
nicipal Party Committee
Talent Office, the Suzhou
Human Resources and So-
cial Security Bureau and the
Suzhou Municipal Com-
munist Youth League.

With six recruitment
zones and an array of hi-
gh-quality positions on
offer at the event’s job fair,
the students were able to
explore promising careers
in diverse fields such as
electronic information,
biopharmaceuticals and fi-
nancial education. The job
fair featured 110 employers
looking to hire Wuhan stu-
dents for 3,590 positions.

Representatives ~ from

went to 116 universities to
participate in 230 job fairs,
where 98,000 job positions
were offered.

This autumn, Suzhou’s
recruitment drive is sprea-
ding far and wide, as the
Suzhou Campus Day event
embarks on a journey
spanning 22 provinces, 54
cities and 168 universities.
The event will run through
December.

With nearly 300 cam-
pus job fairs planned, the
students will have ample
opportunities to connect
with employers and explore
the potential of Suzhou.

Cao Lubao, Party Secre-
tary of Suzhou, said during
the campus day event that
the city strives to become
a place in which all of its
residents can achieve their
aspirations and find oppor-
tunities. CHINA DAILY
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

Philippine boats breach a

Chinese coast guard blockade
in faceoff near disputed shoal

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

O Philippine supply
boats breached a Chine-
se coast guard blockade
in the South China Sea

this week in a recurring confron-
tation near a disputed shoal some
fear could spark a larger security
crisis that could draw in the Uni-
ted States.

Two Philippine coast guard
ships escorted the smaller supply
boats, but it wasn't immediately
clear whether the ships were blo-
cked by the Chinese coast guard
from coming closer to the Second
Thomas Shoal, where a small
contingent of Filipino marines
has stood guard for years aboard
a long-marooned but still actively
commissioned warship, the BRP
Sierra Madre.

China also claims the shoal and
has surrounded it with its coast
guard ships and militia vessels to
prevent the Philippines from de-
livering construction materials
that Beijing fears could be used
to reinforce the Sierra Madre and
turn itinto a permanent territorial
outpost.

“Despite attempts by a signifi-
cant number of China coast guard
and Chinese maritime militia ves-
sels to block, harass, and interfe-
re with the routine rotation and

TAIWAN

One dead, more than 300 injured as
Typhoon Koinu sweeps parts of island

AP PHOTO

resupply mission,” the two Phili-
ppine boats managed to deliver
provisions to the Filipino forces
at the shoal, a Philippine govern-
ment body overseeing the dispu-
ted waters said in a statement late
Wednesday.

“The Philippines’ resupply

missions and maintenance of
BRP Sierra Madre are part of re-
gular operations in line with do-
mestic and international law and
ensures safety and well-being of
our stationed personnel,” the in-
ter-agency body said.

It didn’t provide other details of

the Chinese coast guard’s actions,
which it has condemned in the
past as dangerous maneuvers that
have nearly caused collisions. and
violated international safety regu-
lations at sea.

The Chinese coast guard said in
a statement Wednesday night that
the Philippine vessels entered the
waters “without permission from
the Chinese government” and
that “China firmly opposes the
Philippines illegally transporting
building materials to the ‘groun-
ded’ military boat.” It said it gave
a stern warning to the Philippi-
nes vessels and monitored them
throughout the process.

The dangerous confrontation
is the latest flare-up from the lon-
g-simmering territorial disputes
in the South China Sea, one of the
world’s busiest trade routes. The
conflicts, which involve China,
the Philippines, Vietnam, Malay-
sia, Taiwan and Brunei, are regar-
ded as a potential Asian flashpoint
and have also become a delicate
fault line in the U.S.-China rivalry
in the region.

In early August, a Chinese coast
guard ship used a water cannon
against one of two Philippine
supply boats to prevent it from
approaching the Second Thomas
Shoal. The brazen move, which
was caught on video, outraged

AP PHOTO

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
and prompted the Department of
Foreign Affairs in Manila to sum-
mon the Chinese ambassador to
hand a strongly worded protest.

Washington reacted by re-
newing a warning that it’s obliga-
ted to defend the Philippines, its
oldest treaty ally in Asia, if Filipino
forces, aircraft and vessels come
under an armed attack, including
in the South China Sea.

The Chinese Foreign Minis-
try accused Washington then of
“threatening China” by raising the
possibility of the U.S.-Philippines
mutual defense treaty being acti-
vated. Beijing has repeatedly war-
ned the U.S. not to meddle in the
territorial disputes.

Later in August, the Philippines
again deployed two boats, which
succeeded in maneuvering past
the Chinese coast guard blockade
and completing the delivery of su-
pplies to the Filipino forces at the
Second Thomas shoal. Two Phili-
ppine coast guard ships securing
the supply boats, however, were
blocked and prevented by Chine-
se coast guard ships from maneu-
vering closer to the shoal. A U.S.
Navy surveillance aircraft flew in
circles in support of the Philippi-
ne vessels as the standoff lasted
for more than three hours.

Philippine Defense Secretary
Gilberto Teodoro expressed con-
cern over Chinas dangerous ac-
tions at sea and said the govern-
ment was ready to respond to po-
tential emergencies, including a
possible collision of Chinese and
Philippine ships in the disputed
waters.

“Naturally the concern is
always there, and we take that
into account,” Teodoro said in
response to a reporter’s question
Tuesday night. “We have plans
depending on what happens.”
MDT/AP

PHOON Koinu swept
southern Taiwan yester-
day, killing one person and
injuring more than 300 as it
brought pounding rain and
record-breaking winds to
the island, leading to school
and office closures.

One person was killed
by flying glass in the cen-
tral city of Taichung and
at least 304 were injured
around the island, Taiwan’s
fire department said. Gusts
of wind downed trees and
caused damage to some
buildings.

Koinu, which means
“puppy” in Japanese, made
landfall early yesterday in

Cape Eluanbi, the souther-
nmost tip of Taiwan, and
is expected to weaken as
it moves west toward the
Guangdong and Fujian pro-
vinces of southern China.
The typhoon brought the
fastest wind ever recorded
in Taiwan as it approached
on Wednesday night. A
weather monitoring station
on the outlying Orchid Is-
land, southeast of the main
island, measured a gust
of 342.7 kph at 9:53 p.m.,
as well as sustained winds
that reached 198.7 kph at
9:40 p.m. Both values set
all-time highs since Taiwan
began keeping records of

wind speeds in 1897, said
Huang Chia-mei, head of
the Central Weather Admi-
nistration’s Taitung Weather
Station, according to the of-
ficial Central News Agency.

The device measuring
the wind speeds broke
shortly afterward, Huang
said.

Images shared on social
media from Orchid Island
showed buildings with
broken windows and boats
sunk in a harbor.

Yesterday evening,
Koinu’s maximum sustai-
ned winds measured 137
kph with gusts of 173 kph.

The heaviest rain fell in

the east-coast counties of
Taitung and Hualien, and in
the mountainous Pingtung
county in the south.

Cities across the island
canceled work and clas-
ses, including the major
southern port city of Kaoh-
siung. The capital, Taipei, in
the north, was operating as
normal.

Most domestic flights
and dozens of internatio-
nal flights were canceled,
according to the transpor-
tation ministry, while fer-
ries to outlying islands were
also suspended.

Despite weakening,
typhoon Koinu is expec-

ted to douse coastal areas
of southern China over
the weekend. The city of
Guangzhou canceled some
flights and trains starting
Friday, while its maritime
authorities issued a Level 4
alert — the least severe in a
four-tier system, calling for
caution.

In Fujian province, bor-

dering the Taiwan Strait,
authorities suspended 137
passenger ferry trips.

Taiwan sits in an active
region for tropical cyclones,
but Koinu is only the se-
cond typhoon to make lan-
dfall in four years. Typhoon
Haikui hit the island in ear-
ly September, injuring do-
zens. MDT/AP
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AUSTRALIA

KING CHARLES I1IS
IMAGE TO APPEAR ON
AUSSIE COINS THIS YEAR

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

N image of King Charles III

will soon appear on Austra-
lian coins, more than a year after
the death of his mother Queen Eli-
zabeth II, officials said yesterday.

The gold Australian dollar coin
will be the first with an image of
the new British monarch, who is
also Australia’s head of state, Royal
Australian Mint chief executive
Leigh Gordon said.

About 10 million of the dollar
coins will be circulating by Christ-
mas, he said.

Assistant Minister for Treasury
Andrew Leigh said the govern-
ment had not wanted to rush
the coin transition following the
queen’s death in September last
year.

“Certainly, we're keen to get as
many of the new coins with the
king’s face on them out there as
quickly as possible,” Leigh said.

The remaining denominations
-—5, 10, 20 and 50 cent coins plus

AD b

AP PHOTO

a $2 coin -— will be rolled out with
the king’s left profile and without
a crown during 2024 based on de-
mand from banks.

The latest queen’s image wore
a crown. In maintaining tradition,
the right profile of the queen was
shown.

The king’s image is the official
Commonwealth Effigy designed
by The Royal Mint in London with
the king’s approval and is avai-
lable for use by all British Com-
monwealth countries.

The 15.5 billion Australian coins
carrying the queen’s image minted
since Australia introduced deci-
mal currency in 1966 will remain

legal tender. She has appeared on
Australian money since 1953.

The government was criticized
over a decision this year to replace
the queen’s image on the $5 note
with an Indigenous design rather
than an image of the king.

The $5 bill had been Australia’s
only remaining bank note to still
feature an image of the monarch.

Critics saw it as part of a plan by
the center-left Labor Party govern-
ment to replace the British monar-
ch as Australia’s head of state with
an Australian president.

Leigh said there was no plan to
remove the monarch from Austra-
lian coins. MDT/AP

JAPAN

Mayor of Tokyo's
Shibuya district asks

Halloween

partygoers

to stay away

HE mayor of Tokyo’s

busy Shibuya shopping
and entertainment district is
asking Halloween celebran-
ts not to visit, fearing that a
large number of partygoers
following the COVID-19 pan-
demic could cause a disas-
ter similar to last year’s fatal
crowd surge in South Korea’s
capital.

“This year, we are making
it clear to the world that
Shibuya is not a venue for
Halloween events,” Shibuya
city Mayor Ken Hasebe said
at a news conference yester-
day. “Please, do not come to
the Shibuya station area for
Halloween.”

Hasebe said he unders-
tands that Halloween is a fun
celebration around the wor-
Id, but noted that a crowd
crush like the one that killed

about 160 people celebrating
Halloween last year in Seoul’s
Itaewon district could ha-
ppen in Shibuya.

‘A~ fatal accident like
Itaewon can happen here any
time,” he said.

Shibuya’s famed inter-
section by its train station,
nicknamed “scramble cros-
sing” for the large number
of pedestrians attempting to
cross, has become a popu-
lar destination for residents
and tourists on Halloween,
drawing large crowds of you-
ng people in costumes every
year.

The number decreased
during the pandemic, but
Shibuya’s streets were packed
again on Halloween last year,
and city authorities fear this
year’s turnout could be wor-
se, Hasebe said. MDT/AP
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JAPAN Some scientists say, however,

Fukushima nuclear plant starts
second release of treated
radioactive wastewater into the sea

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

APAN’S wrecked Fukushi-

ma nuclear power plant said

it began releasing a second

batch of treated radioactive
wastewater into the sea yesterday
after the first round of discharges
ended smoothly.

Plant operator Tokyo Electric
Power Company Holdings said
workers activated pumps to di-
lute the treated water with large
amounts of seawater, slowly sen-
ding the mixture into the ocean
through an undersea tunnel for
an offshore release.

The wastewater discharges,
which are expected to continue
for decades, have been strongly
opposed by fishing groups and
neighboring countries including
South Korea, where hundreds of
people staged protest rallies. Chi-
na banned all imports of Japanese
seafood, badly hurting Japanese

AP PHOTO

Japanee Agriculture‘Miister Ichiro Miyashita (right - alaysian celebrity

Amber Chia attend an event at Japanese store, Don Don Donki in Kuala Lumpur

seafood producers and exporters.
The plant’s first wastewater
release began Aug. 24 and ended
Sept. 11. During that release, TEP-
CO said it discharged 7,800 tons of
treated water from 10 tanks. In the
second discharge, TEPCO plans to

release another 7,800 tons of trea-
ted water into the Pacific Ocean
over 17 days.

“So far, we are strictly following
the procedures and everything
is moving smoothly as planned,”
said TEPCO spokesperson Kei-

suke Matsuo. He pledged to sa-
fely carry out the second round of
release while closely monitoring
data from seawater samples taken
from multiple locations off the
plant.

About 1.34 million tons of ra-
dioactive wastewater is stored in
about 1,000 tanks at the plant. It
has accumulated since the plant
was crippled by a massive earth-
quake and tsunami in 2011.

TEPCO and the government
say discharging the water into
the sea is unavoidable because
the tanks will reach capacity early
next year and space at the plant
will be needed for its decommis-
sioning, which is expected to take
decades.

They say the water is treated
to reduce radioactive materials
to safe levels, and then is diluted
with seawater by hundreds of ti-
mes to make it much safer than
international standards.

that the continuing release of
low-level radioactive materials is
unprecedented and needs to be
monitored closely.

Japans government has set
up a relief fund to help find new
markets and reduce the impact
of China’s seafood ban. Measures
also include the temporary pur-
chase, freezing and storage of sea-
food and promotion of seafood
sales at home.

Cabinet ministers have trave-
led to Fukushima to sample local
seafood and promote its safety.

TEPCO is tasked with provi-
ding compensation for reputatio-
nal damage to the region’s seafood
caused by the wastewater release.
It started accepting applications
this week and immediately recei-
ved hundreds of inquiries. Most
of the damage claims are linked
to China’s seafood ban and excess
supply at home causing price de-
clines, TEPCO said.

Agriculture Minister Ichiro
Miyashita promoted Japanese
scallops at a food fair in Malaysia
on Wednesday on the sidelines of
a regional farm ministers’ mee-
ting.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency has reviewed the
safety of the wastewater release
and concluded that if carried out
as planned, it would have a negli-
gible impact on the environment,
marine life and human health.
MDT/AP
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Trump's intensifying rhetoric
offers insight into how he
might govern again

MICHELLE L. PRICE &
NICHOLAS RICCARDI

VER the past two

weeks, Donald

Trump said sho-

plifters should be
immediately shot, suggested
the United States’ top gene-
ral be executed and mocked
a political opponent’s hus-
band who was beaten with a
hammer.

The former president and
current front-runner for
the Republican presidential
nomination also in recent
weeks encouraged the im-
peachment of Democratic
President Joe Biden because
the “lowlifes Impeached me
TWICE,” urged his party to
shut down the U.S. govern-
ment with the hope it wou-
1d stall some of the criminal
cases he faces, and said that,
if elected to the White Hou-
se again, he would threaten
NBC News and MSNBC’s
access to the airwaves over
news coverage of him that he
called “Country Threatening
Treason.”

From his earliest days in
public life as a New York real
estate tycoon, Trump has fa-
vored language that makes
him appear tough and scra-
ppy, particularly when it co-
mes to crime and retribution
for his perceived enemies.
But the rhetorical escalation
on display in recent weeks
is notable for its parallels
to the hardline approaches
that are hallmarks of autho-
ritarian regimes that he has
occasionally praised, such as
the rule of Russian President
Vladimir Putin or North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-Un.

“Violence is his political
project now,” said Ruth Ben-
-Ghiat, a historian at New
York University. “It is the
thing, besides his own vic-
timhood, that he brings up
the most.”

Author of a book called
“Strongmen,” Ben-Ghiat
contends that Trump fits
well in the category. His re-
cent statements on shooting
shoplifters, for example, call
to mind strongman leaders
he has previously praised
such as former Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte,
whose war on drugs featu-
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red “extrajudicial killings” of
thousands of suspects wi-
thout a trial, or other coun-
tries where military leaders
disappear after falling out of
favor with the regime.

Trump already has a near-
ly decade-long record of
making inflammatory, vio-
lent statements, often wi-
thout follow-through.

He has mulled shooting
illegal border crossers in the
legs and offered to pay the
legal fees of people who rou-
ghed up protesters that dis-
rupted his 2016 campaign
rallies.

Trump’s words also can
rile up his supporters and
have direct consequences,
most glaringly in the case
of Jan. 6, 2021, when his lies
about his 2020 election loss
revved up a mass of suppor-
ters who attacked the U.S.
Capitol in a failed effort to
prevent Congress from cer-
tifying Biden's presidential
victory.

They can also rile up
Trump’s own party, which
then incorporates the for-
mer president’s vendettas
and impulses into its own
agenda.

Following Trump’s com-
plaints of political persecu-
tion by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Republicans
have now called for dissol-
ving the law enforcement
agency and the GOP-con-
trolled House has launched
a committee investigating
the “weaponization” of the
federal government.

After Trump mulled bom-
bing drug labs in Mexico,
his rivals for the Republican

-@ =)
%

nomination have pushed
increasingly aggressive pro-
posals for using the military
to attack cartels in the U.S.
southern neighbor, which
would be the sort of unila-
teral use of force on foreign
soil that Trump has railed
against.

The violence and ven-
geance in Trump’s remarks
has ratcheted up in recent
weeks as his lead in the Re-
publican primary has see-
med to solidify and his legal
peril in four criminal cases,
as well as a fraud case threa-
tening his businesses, has
intensified.

The remarks have also
alarmed the legal system.

Early this week, a New
York judge overseeing the
former president’s civil fraud
trial issued a gag order bar-
ring Trump from talking
about his staff, after the for-
mer president posted a pic-
ture of the judge’s clerk on
his social media network,
Truth Social.

Last month, federal pro-
secutor Jack Smith asked
for a gag order in his crimi-
nal case against Trump over
his attempt to overturn the
2020 election results, ci-
ting Trump’s stream of in-
flammatory remarks about
prosecutors, the judge in
that case, and even his re-
cent suggestion that Mark
Milley, the retiring chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
had committed treason and
should be executed.

The comment was a refe-
rence to phone calls Milley
made to his counterpart
in China toward the end of

Trump’s term, including af-
ter the Jan. 6 Capitol atta-
ck, that were meant to give
“reassurance” to the U.S.’s
chief adversary.

Trump described the
calls as a “treasonous act”
for which “in times gone
by, the punishment would
have been DEATH!” In an
interview with “60 Minutes,”
Milley said he had taken pre-
cautions to protect himself
and his family after Trump’s
social media post.

Though most in his party
have stayed quiet, Trump’s
comments about Milley hor-
rified some Republicans. His
former vice president, Mike
Pence, on Tuesday called
them “utterly unaccepta-
ble” at a national security
and foreign policy event at
Washington's Georgetown
University co-hosted by The
Associated Press.

Trump’s former White
House chief of staff, John
Kelly, released a statement
to CNN on Tuesday that also
bemoaned his former boss’
attack on Milley. It also in-
cluded a long list of beha-
viors that Kelly, a retired
Marine Corps general, said
demonstrated that Trump
“has nothing but contempt
for our democratic institu-
tions, our Constitution, and
the rule of law.”

Trump campaign spokes-
man Steven Cheung did
not respond to a request for
comment about the former
president’s language.

On the debate stage last
week, Trump’s rivals for the
GOP nomination didn’t ad-
dress the former president’s
more incendiary rhetoric.
They instead focused their
relatively infrequent criti-
cism of Trump on his de-
cision to skip the debate,
how he added to the natio-
nal debt while running the
country and his comments
on abortion.

Democrats, including
Biden, have warned that
Trump and supporters in his
Make America Great Again
movement are a threat to
American democracy. In a
speech the day after the de-
bate, Biden declared of Re-
publicans that “the silence is
deafening.” MDT/AP

1973 ARAB STATES ATTACK
ISRAELI FORCES

Heavy fighting has erupted between Arab and
Israeli forces along two fronts.

To the south, Egyptian armoured forces have
brokenthe Israeliline onthe eastern bank of the
Suez Canal.

In the north, Syrian troops and tanks are ba-
ttling with Israeli defences along the Golan Hei-
ghts seized by Israel from Syriain 1967.

Both sides have accused each other of firing
the first shots, but UN observers have reported
seeing Egyptian and Syrian troops crossing into
Israeli-held territory.

Israelidefence minister, General Moshe Dayan
has told the nation in a televised address: "We
mustrealise thisis war. We are engagedinheavy
battles on both fronts against numerically su-
perior forces.”

The attacks have come on the Day of Ato-
nement, Yom Kippur, and the holiest day in the
Jewish calendar.

The heaviest fighting has beenreported along
the Suez Canal and the adjoining Sinai peninsu-
la, seized by the Israelis from Egyptin 1967.

Israel's Prime Minister, Mrs. Golda Meir, clai-
med in a radio address that heavy losses have
beeninflicted on both Egypt and Syria.

Butan Egyptian military communiqué has sta-
ted the Canalis now almost entirely under their
control.

Damascus radio said Syrian forces on the nor-
thern frontier have captured Israeli positions on
the Golan Heights, notably Mount Hermon.

But the claims are being countered by the Is-
raelis, who say the situationin the border region
remains "adequate”.

Israel is outnumbered three to two in imme-
diately available man-power, three to two in
tanks and two to one in combat aircraft against
the combined forces of Egypt and Syria.

Algeria, Libya, Kuwait, Jordan and the Leba-
non have all pledged their support for the Arab
offensive.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Early in the conflict, Egyptian and Syrian forces
retook key positions lostinthe 1967 'Six Day' war.
Many Arab states contributed troops and financial
support, and the USSR also provided assistance.
But ultimately the Arabs buckled under a sus-
tained Israeli counter-attack strengthened by US
airlifts.

Saudi Arabia then orchestrated an Arab oil em-
bargo which threatened to extend the conflict
into a full-scale superpower confrontation.

Most hostilities ended on 22 October. Both sides
suffered heavy losses. An estimated 8,500 Syrian
and Egyptian soldiers died, while Israel lost about
6,000.

In 1974 agreements negotiated by then US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger gave Egypt
control of the Suez Canal. Syria regained some of
its pre-1967 territory.
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JAKE COYLE,
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

HE disquieting root of Chloe

Domont’s slinky, slick fea-
ture debut “Fair Play” lies in the
face of Luke (Alden Ehrenreich)
as he learns that his fiance Emily
(Phoebe Dynevor) has been gi-
ven the promotion at their Wall
Street hedge fund he thought was
his.

“Congratulations,” he says
with a grin that looks more like a
grimace. “That’s amazing.”

Ehrenreich, a cunning actor
here given a part to chew on,
conveys the moment with the
just right mix of of support for
Emily and shattering wounded-
ness. Up to this point, we've seen
Emily and Luke as only a swoon-
-worthy romantic pair deeply
in love with one another. In the
film's breezy opening moments,
they slip away from a party to
have sex in a bathroom. After,
Luke kneels to propose.

But the engagement ring lies
ominously on the counter when
both dress in the morning for
work in their their Chinatown
apartment at the same high-
-powered hedge fund in down-
town New York. They’ve left some
inner version of their selves at
home; at the office, they must
keep their relationship a secret
for the sake of company policy
and their own career ambitions.

AD b

o
=
o
X
o
o
<

DRIVE IN

IN FAIR PLAY, A BATTLE OF
THE SEXES ON WALL STREET

Y
Alden Ehrenreich (left) and Phoebe Dynevor in a scene from “Fair Play” (Netflix)

Work-life balance gets more
than a little wobbly in “Fair Play,”
which debuts Friday on Netflix,
and so do traditional gender ro-
les. Luke initially puts up a good
front, but his alpha male perso-
na (and his libido) takes a bea-
ting when Emily’s meetings with
the sexist boss Campbell (Eddie
Marsan) go past midnight and

banter around the office turns
to his fiance. In “Fair Play,” the
supportive male may just be a
facade.

Since its hit arrival at the Sun-
dance Film Festival, “Fair Play”
has been hailed for reviving the
long-dormant-but-often-missed
erotic thriller. While there are bits
of that in Domont’s film, “Fair

Play” is neither especially erotic
nor much of a thriller. What it is,
though, is often gripping battle
of the sexes set in a toxic, miso-
gynist corporate world where
power and sex are inextricably
linked currencies.

The movie is brilliant and
breezy at first but sputters just
as its catching fire. It may, in fact,

be wrong to call this a battle of
the sexes — Luke turns out to be
not really up for a fight. He trans-
forms into an emasculated and
increasingly volatile wreck and
“Fair Play” lurches toward a lu-
rid and overcooked third act. For
Emily — and surely countless
women just like her — “Fair
Play” is more of a horror movie,
and an accurate one at that.

But for a while, Domont’s film
is electric thanks to its lead ac-
tors. Dynevor is especially terri-
fic playing a woman whose first
thought when she’s promoted
isn’t pride for herself but concern
for the hurt feelings of Luke.

At its best, “Fair Play” feels
like a demented game where
everything in high finance co-
mes down to how you project
yourself, man or woman. Emily
knows when meeting the boss
to switch her drink order from a
Diet Coke to Macallen 25, neat.
It's in sly moments like these that
Domont is at her most playful.
Double entendres fly. Coming
home drunk one night, Emily
tries to cajole a tired Luke into
sleeping with her. “C’'mon,” she
says, “I'll do all the work.”

“Fair Play,” a Netflix release, is
rated R by the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America for pervasive
language, sexual content, some nu-
dity, and sexual violence. Running

time: 113 minutes.* * *
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