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UN The Security Council 
rejected a Russian 
resolution yesterday 
[Macau time] that 
condemned violence and 
terrorism against civilians 
but made no mention of 
Hamas, whose surprise 
attack that killed 1,300 
Israelis was the worst 
Jewish massacre since the 
World War II Nazi Holocaust. 
Only four countries joined 
Russia in voting for the 
resolution — China, UAE, 
Mozambique and Gabon. 
Four countries voted 
against it — the United 
States, Britain, France 
and Japan. The other 
six countries abstained. 
Adoption needs a minimum 
of nine “yes” votes.

Israel A grisly montage of 
video and photographs 
of Hamas’s massacre of 
hundreds of civilians across 
southern Israel last week 
highlights the savagery of 
the attack and the ease with 
which the militant group 
appeared to operate inside 
Israel. The footage that 
the Israeli military showed 
foreign correspondents 
Monday included a photo 
of a burnt baby. It showed 
gunmen shooting the dead 
bodies of civilians in cars, 
militants in the process of 
beheading a body with a 
hoe, burnt corpses thrown 
in a dumpster. More on p8

Germany Stalled spending 
on electrical grids worldwide 
is slowing the rollout of 
renewable energy and could 
put efforts to limit climate 
change at risk if millions 
of miles of power lines are 
not added or refurbished 
in the next few years, 
the International Energy 
Agency said. According to 
the report yesterday, the 
capacity to connect to and 
transmit electricity is not 
keeping pace with the rapid 
growth of clean energy 
technologies such as solar 
and wind power, electric 
cars and heat pumps being 
deployed to move away 
from fossil fuels.
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Center records 
increased calls 
for help due to 
gambling 

Sheng Kung 
Hui Macau Social Services 
Center has reported an 
increase in requests for 
help due to gambling. From 
January to September 
this year, there were 
approximately 2,200 cases, 
an increase of 10% to 
15% compared with the 
same period during the 
pandemic. The center said 
that half of the more than 
2,000 requests for help 
involved Macau or mainland 
residents. The center 
attributed the increase 
to the government’s 
promotion of responsible 
gambling.

City to see 
frequent 
showers, strong 
winds today
Macau’s weather in is 
expected to be cloudy with 
frequent showers, and 
winds will be strong today 
and tomorrow, according 
to the weather forecast. 
The weather bureau said 
a tropical depression has 
developed south of Hainan 
Island and will move towards 
the Beibu Gulf. The tropical 
depression is expected to 
remain approximately 700 
kilometers from Macau, 
and is unlikely to directly 
impact the city, according to 
yesterday’s forecast.

IAM to improve 
hiking trail 
signs 

The Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (IAM) will improve 
the city’s hiking trail signs 
to “better provide popular 
science information 
about mountain forest 
restoration.” This includes 
works in the Morro de Hac 
Sá Family Trail, the Hac Sá 
Long Chao Kok Coastal 
Trail, the Ká Hó Reservoir 
Lakeside Trail, the Coloane 
North-East Hiking Trail 
Network, the Taipa Pequena 
2000 Circuit, the Hac Sá 
Reservoir Fitness Trail and 
the Hac Sá Reservoir Family 
Trail. During this period, the 
trails and parks will be open 
as usual with only some 
areas closed. The works will 
continue until December.

GRAND PRIX

Fun run to return to Guia 
Circuit for the 70th-anniversary

Craft-Bamboo Racing’s 3-car line-up for local GP
RENATO MARQUES

ME R C E D E S - A M G 
Team Craft-Bam-

boo Racing has announ-
ced its return to the ico-
nic Guia Circuit, partici-
pating in races over the 
two weekends of the 70th 
Macau Grand Prix.

The International 
motorsport team based 
in Hong Kong will join 
this year’s GP with three 
cars, as well as the 4-time 
Macau champion Hong 
Kong racer, Darryl O’You-
ng, who will participate 
in the Greater Bay Area 
GT Cup this time.

For the second and 
main weekend of the GP, 

Craft-Bamboo has listed 
two Mercedes-AMG GT3 
cars to take part in the 
FIA GT World Cup.

Although the team has 
already announced the 
number of entries and 

even the liveries that will 
be out on Guia Circuit, 
the names of the drivers 
of the two GT3 machines 
are still a well-kept secret.

The Craft-Bamboo 
twin cars at the FIA GT 

World Cup will feature 
Evisu Racing livery as the 
team’s title sponsor with 
the liveries following ins-
pirational designs from 
the iconic Japanese stree-
twear brand and its ori-
gins.

As on previous occa-
sions, the team will also 
display the legendary he-
ritage logo of Theodore 
Racing, the only Formu-
la One constructor from 
Hong Kong, founded by 
real estate magnate Te-
ddy Yip, that was part of 
the genesis and early-s-
tage development of the 
local GP.

Currently, Theodore 
Racing is an international 

motor racing team ow-
ned by Teddy Yip Jr. It has 
returned to the local GP, 
supporting teams in se-
veral categories namely 
the F3, GT and F4 cate-
gories.

The three Craft-Bam-
boo cars that will be ra-
cing on the streets of Ma-
cau in November were on 
display last weekend in 
Hong Kong at the BAM 
Festival, organized by 
the German automotive 
brand Mercedes-Benz at 
Central Harbourfront. 
The festival showcased 
automotive technology, 
green innovation, well-
ness, gastronomy, arts 
and entertainment. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE commemoration of the 
Macau Grand Prix’s 70th anni-

versary this year will see the return 
of the fun run to the Guia Circuit, 
the Macau Grand Prix organizing 
committee announced yesterday 
in a press conference.

The run, comprising a 6.2 km 
lap of the motorsports race track, 
returns after being part of the 65th 
GP and has been well received by 
the public. Slots were sold quickly, 
as the coordinator of the MGPOC 
and president of the Sports Bu-
reau, Pun Weng Kun, said yesterday 
on the sidelines of the launching 
event.

As it did five years ago, the Bank 
of China-Macau (BOC) will spon-
sor this event, which will see 4,000 
runners of all ages and levels par-
ticipating. The run will go out on 
track on Nov. 5 (Sunday) from 6:30 
a.m.

All residents, non-residents and 
tourists over the age of 15 – born 
on or before 2008 - are eligible to 
participate through an online re-
gistration that starts 9 a.m. this 
Sunday (Oct. 22) and ends as soon 
as all available positions are taken.

To join the fun run, participants 
must pay a MOP50 registration fee.

The run will begin and end at 
the Grand Prix’s start-finish line, in 

front of the Macau Grand Prix Bui-
lding on the Avenida da Amizade.

During the press conference, 
the BOC’s representative, Ip Sio 
Kai, stated the institution’s long-
-term commitment and support of 
sports events, noting that BOC has 
been holding charity runs for 11 
consecutive years.

Ip also recalled the BOC head-
quarters tower stair climbing 
event, adding that the institution 
has also established several scho-
larship programs dedicated to lo-
cal sports and education sectors.

At the same opportunity, Pun 
expressed his hopes that the series 
of family-oriented events conduc-
ted concurrently with the GP can 
attract more tourists to Macau 
during this season and entice them 

to stay longer, thus contributing 
to the region’s economic recovery 

plan that began when the borders 
reopened earlier this year.

THE construction of circuit barriers 
and other preparatory works for the 
racing event are on schedule, Pun 
told the media on the sidelines of the 
press conference that launched the 
GP fun run this year.
Questioned on the details about the 
event that officially starts on Nov. 11, 
the GP coordinator said full details 
about participants’ entries as well as 
the full racing program will be unveiled 
in the second half of this month.
When they unveiled the event in 

mid-July, organizers said the 70th Ma-
cau Grand Prix would run across two 
weekends with five races presented 
on the first weekend (Nov. 11 and 12) 
and another six on the second (Nov. 
16 to 19). However, only four races 
from the first weekend’s five have 
been announced, including the Macau 
Asia Formula 4, the Greater Bay Area 
GT Cup, the TCR Asia Challenge and 
the Macau Roadsport Challenge with 
organizers leaving one last event to 
be unveiled.

GP circuit construction on 
schedule, full details soon
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ANTHONY LAM

THE world’s first China-Portu-
gal Joint Laboratory for Mari-

ne and Environmental Sciences 
has opened in the University of 
St Joseph (USJ), highlighting Ma-
cau’s position in bridging the two 
cultures through science.

According to the university, 
the project is the result of a Me-
morandum of Understanding for 
cooperation between China and 
Portugal via the Institute of Scien-
ce and Environment of the Uni-
versity of Saint Joseph (ISE-USJ), 
the Centre of Biotechnology and 
Fine Chemistry of the Catholic 
University of Portugal (CBQF-U-
CP), the Portuguese Institute of 
the Sea and Atmosphere (IPMA), 
and the Institute of Oceanology, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(IOCAS).

The MoU focuses on develo-
ping cooperation in the areas of 
marine and environmental scien-
ces.

Explaining the significance 
of the laboratory, the university 
noted that it is intended to foster 
scientific cooperation between 
Portugal and China, through Ma-
cau, in the fields of marine and 
environmental sciences, promo-
ting the development of a sus-

tainable blue economy for the 
future.

The project is organized arou-
nd four main research axes: 
ecosystem change, ecological di-
sasters, mariculture development 
and the utilization of bio-resour-
ces. The university hopes future 
research results will be capable of 
helping improve marine ecosys-
tem health and support the blue 
economy of the two countries.

It was explained that ISE fo-
cuses on the study of the phy-
siology and behavior of marine 
organisms under a scenario of 
global change and anthropogenic 
pressures, and the conservation 
of coastal ecosystems, with long-
-term links with Chinese and Por-
tuguese entities.

The project is funded by the 
Ministry of Science and Technolo-
gy of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na (MOST) to IOCAS, the lead unit 
of the project and currently one of 
the largest and most comprehen-
sive oceanographic research insti-
tutions in China.

In addition, IPMA is Portugal’s 
only national laboratory dedica-
ted to marine and atmospheric 
science and technology research, 
with extensive facilities for marine 
research across continental Por-
tugal, the Azores, and Madeira.

Falling sign at Rua 
do Campo seriously 
injures woman

EDUCATION
Macau bridges China, 
Portugal in latest marine 
laboratory project

Islands Hospital 
starts trial operations 
in December

GAMING

Mass-market baccarat on the rise

ANTHONY LAM

T
HE Peking Union Me-
dical College Hospital 
will operate Cotai’s 
new hospital, which 

will start trial operations on 
Dec. 20, local media has repor-
ted.

A government statement dis-
closed trial operations will only 
commence “at the end of this 
year.”

Officially referred to as the 
Islands District Medical Com-
plex – Macao Medical Centre of 
Peking Union Medical College 
Hospital, the incubation of the 
new hospital started more than 
a decade ago, when the then go-
vernment decided to reclaim a 
lake, which is where the current 
hospital stands, to build a new 
medical facility, in considera-
tion of the growing permanent 
and fluid population in Taipa, 
Coloane and Cotai.

Two years ago, the govern-
ment announced the Beijing 
entity will manage the hospital, 
while maintaining its role as a 
public hospital.

However, it is at present un-
clear whether the new hospital 
will have an accident and emer-
gency department.

The new hospital “will pursue 
the objective of developing a re-

THE city’s VIP baccarat genera-
ted MOP11.767 billion of GGR 

in the third quarter (Q3), down 
3.2% from MOP12.157 billion in 
Q2, and accounted for 24.1% of 
the overall GGR.

In the first three quarters, 
VIP baccarat accounted for 
MOP32.489 billion in GGR, or 
25.2% of overall, data from the 
Gaming  Inspection and Coordi-
nation Bureau (DICJ) shows. 

Also, mass-market baccarat ge-
nerated nearly MOP29.77 billion 
last quarter, recording an 11.6% 
increase from the second quarter.

The mass baccarat tables ac-
counted for 60.8% of all gaming 
revenue during Q3 which repre-
sents a rise of 58.4% compared to 
the quarter prior, and 58.9% com-
pared for Q1.

Macau’s Financial Services Bu-
reau released the Central Account 
- Budget Execution Data, which 

gional medical center at natio-
nal level,” noted the statement.

The largest medical facility in 
Macau, with a gross construc-
tion area measuring 430,000 
square meters, the new hospital 
has been designed to hold more 
than 800 beds. During its ear-
ly phase, the hospital will offer 
health management and specia-
list out-patient services.

Gradually, services will ex-
pand to oncology as well as 
medical and surgical in-patient 
services. Medical imagery servi-

RENATO MARQUES

A 42-year-old local woman 
was seriously injured Mon-

day evening after the sign from a 
private building’s parking lot fell 
on her as she was walking along 
Rua do Campo.

Passersby promptly helped 
her, calling emergency services.

The woman suffered several 
injuries to her right side, inclu-
ding fractures to her neck and 
potentially one of her ankles, ac-
cording to a preliminary report 
from first attending rescuers.

She was taken to the Conde 
de São Januário Hospital Center 
for further evaluation and medi-
cal care and, for the time being, 
no updates are available on her 
condition.

The Public Works Bureau’s 
preliminary analysis indicates 
rust, decay and poor mainte-
nance of the sign’s supports 
may have caused the incident, 
according to reports in the 
Chinese language newspaper, 
Macao Daily News. The exact 
causes of the incident are under 

showed that the total current re-
venue for the first nine months of 
the year amounted to MOP57.47 
billion, an increment of 2.12 times 
compared to the same period 
last year with a total of MOP27.06 
billion, and an execution rate of 
87.7%. 

Of this, the concession reve-
nue from  gaming  amounted to 

ces will also be offered later, the 
government added.

The government also said 
the new hospital “will pursue a 
development path of taking ad-
vantage of its headquarters in 
Macau, focusing on the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Grea-
ter Bay Area and extending to 
Southeast Asia.”

Apart from “high-quality me-
dical services, the new hospital 
will also be capable of conduc-
ting medical education and re-
search,” the government said.

investigation.
The falling sign, made of 

wood and metal and about 2 
meters long and 1 meter wide, 
was above the access gate to a 
private parking lot at the Ngan 
Fai Building. 

Previously displaying adver-
tising from a commercial estab-
lishment on the upper floor, the 
sign was, at the time, displaying 
information in the Chinese 
language about access to the 
parking lot.

MOP45.771 billion, a three-fold 
increase from MOP15.121 billion 
in the same period last year, with 
an execution rate of 90%.

Meanwhile, the local gover-
nment has collected MOP45.8 
billion for the first nine months 
of 2023, a figure that represents a 
203% increase over the same pe-
riod last year. LV



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
18.10.2023 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

AP
 P

H
O

TO

SSM to open 
new specialist 
building 
parking lot 
to public

The Health Bureau 
(SSM) has pledged that 
when the new specialist 
medical building beside 
the public hospital on 
the Macau peninsula 
opens, the parking lot 
will be available for public 
use. The bureau said it 
is finalizing procedures 
with the Transport 
Bureau (DSAT) for public 
use. The statement 
came a day after local 
media All About Macau’s 
report cited readers 
critical of the lack of 
public hospital parking. 
The SSM told the media 
outlet discussions 
about public use of the 
new parking lot were in 
progress. 

Macao Week in 
Xiamen starts 
Oct.26

The mega roadshow 
“Macao Week in Fujian-
Xiamen” will be staged 
along Zhongshan Road 
Pedestrian Street in 
Siming District of Xiamen 
from October 26 to 30. 
As the third event of 
its kind this year, the 
event will showcase the 
city’s diverse “tourism+” 
offerings to Xiamen 
residents by the mega 
roadshow, mapping 
show and gastronomic 
promotion among other 
highlights. The aim is to 
expand the mainland 
market and attract 
mainland residents to 
Macau for the festivals 
and events in the second 
half of the year.  

KONG CHI

Senior prosecutor continues 
explaining relations to court

SPORTS

Oscar winner Michelle Yeoh elected to be an 
International Olympic Committee member

OSCAR-winning ac-
tor Michelle Yeoh 

was elected as a mem-
ber of the International 
Olympic Committee on 
Tuesday despite some 
“no” votes from her new 
colleagues.

Eight new IOC mem-
bers were voted in to 
make a total of 107 drawn 
from royal families, spor-
ts officials, current and 
former athletes, and lea-
ders from politics and in-
dustry.

After being summoned 
to the lectern by Princess 
Nora of Liechtenstein, 
the longest serving IOC 
member at 39 years, Yeoh 
read the 104-word oath 
while holding a corner of 
the Olympic flag — white 
with five colored rings.

“I promise to fight 
against all forms of dis-
crimination and dedicate 
myself in all circumstan-
ces to promote the inte-
rests of the International 
Olympic Committee and 

Olympic Movement,” 
Yeoh said to complete 
the oath.

Like the other new 
recruits, Yeoh was pre-
sented with a golden me-
dallion by IOC president 
Thomas Bach.

Member duties at an-
nual IOC meetings in-
clude approving recom-
mended candidates as 
future Olympic hosts. 
In Paris next year, they 
could also be asked to 
change Olympic rules to 

allow Bach to seek a third 
term as president in 2025 
beyond the current 12-
year limit.

Yeoh, who has ties to 
the United Nations repre-
senting her home coun-
try Malaysia, was elected 
in a 67-9 vote by secret 
ballot. Her membership 
comes in the same year 
as her Oscar win for best 
actress in “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once.”

She also is an inter-
national campaigner for 
road safety in partner-
ship with her husband, 
Jean Todt, the former 
head of the Ferrari team 
in Formula One racing. 
He also previously served 
as president of FIA, the 
governing body of mo-
torsports. MDT/AP

ANTHONY LAM

ASSISTANT prosecutor general 
Kong Chi has explained his re-

lationship with the co-defendants 
as he continued his self-defence at 
the Court of Second Instance.

Macau’s senior prosecutor has 
been accused of bribery and of for-
ming a criminal syndicate, among 
other charges.

The prosecution wanted to pro-
ve the existence of the criminal syn-
dicate, which Kong denied on the 
first day of the hearing Friday.

Kong was repeatedly questioned 
to prove he was unfamiliar with 
lawyer Kuan Hoi Lon, the fourth 
defendant in the case. For example, 
he was asked about the fact that 
Choi Sao Ieng, the second defen-
dant, had texted him about Kuan 
obtaining a lawyer’s license.

Kong rebutted by asking how he 
could refuse the text message. “It 
was Choi texting me,” he said.

Kong also said he had been 
friends with Choi for over a decade 
“and could talk about anything.” He 
said Choi has many connections 
and considered it a waste that Choi 
did not work as a legal executive. 
Kong remembered telling Choi that 
“if [Kuan] had any questions” after 
Kuan became lawyer, she could ask 
Kong.

The prosecution said Kong and 
Choi had once discussed Kuan’s le-
gal fee. Kong suggested to Choi that 
Kuan charge her client MOP30,000 
for a case, which Kong considered 
to be a simple one. As such, the 
prosecution believed Kong had the 
ability to set pricing on Kuan’s ca-
ses.

Kong reiterated his unfamiliarity 
with Kuan by saying they were “not 
only unfamiliar, but so much so 

that [he] wouldn’t even recognize 
[Kuan].” He said he was only giving 
an opinion to Choi, and asked if 
that meant that he had participated 
in the law firm’s operations.

According to Kong, Choi and he 
became friends as he had exchan-
ged money at Choi’s legal currency 
exchange establishment. He ad-
mitted to referring Hunan native 
association members to Choi’s es-
tablishment.

Choi later gave Kong a privileged 
exchange rate.

Kong was then asked if he had 
helped his colleagues at the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) exchan-
ge money. He admitted to telling 
colleagues about the privileged ra-
tes.

He was then questioned about 
the reasonability of making profi-
ts from exchange rate differences. 
Kong said it was reasonable, as his 
colleagues could enjoy better ex-
change rates, while he did not ac-
tually make any profits, “just a few 
tens of dollars from several tens of 
thousand dollars exchanged.”

When asked whether he consi-
dered it appropriate to discuss MP 
cases with Choi, saying that it was 
only chit-chat between friends, he 
asked what the problem was with 
this.

Kong stressed he did not receive 
any remuneration for offering Choi 
legal opinions.

The prosecution also asked 
Kong about certain wording found 
in his computer. For example, Kong 
has a log of HKD350,000, which the 
prosecution believed was remune-
ration from returning some items 
in custody to a suspect. The indict-
ment said that in 2011, the Macao 
Customs had found and seized 
some counterfeit merchandise at a 
jewelry shop.

Kong said this was the fund to 
be used to open a pawn shop and 
a branch for a currency exchange 
establishment. However, after filing 
the application with the monetary 
authority, Kong was told off-record 
by a friend at the authority that it 
would not be approved. He stressed 
that the investor had retrieved most 

of the money.
Meanwhile, presiding judge 

Tong Hio Fong doubted the Macao 
Customs’ case was properly hand-
led. 

There were 47 items in custody, 
but Kong was accused of shelving 
the case without ordering the Cus-
toms to investigate. He was said 
to have returned various pieces of 
diamonds to the suspect and only 
ordered the destruction of a belt 
buckle.

He explained that normally it 
was the Customs role to identify the 
authenticity of such items. Howe-
ver, after the legal investigation 
period ended, the Customs had 
only identified one item. Seeing 
the procedure end, Kong and his 
colleagues had discussed how the 
items should be handled, and later 
decided to do what he did.

He also explained that even if the 
MP ordered the Customs to destroy 
the items, the Customs would even-
tually ask the MP for an opinion, so 
he thought he handled the items in 
the most appropriate way.
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used platforms for 

travel and online sho-
pping said yesterday 
they’re going to team up 
to battle fake reviews.

Amazon, reviews site 
Glassdoor and Trustpi-
lot as well as travel com-
panies Expedia Group, 
Booking.com and Tri-
padvisor said in an an-
nouncement they’re 
launching a coalition 
that aims to protect 
access to “trustworthy 
consumer reviews” wor-
ldwide.

The companies said 
the members of the 
group, which will be 
called Coalition for Trus-
ted Reviews, will look 
for best practices for 
hosting online reviews 
and share methods on 
how to detect fake ones. 

That will include develo-
ping standards for what 
constitutes a fake review 
and sharing information 
about how bad actors 
operate.

Phony reviews have 
long plagued online 
marketplaces despite 
their efforts to eradicate 
it. Much of the problem 
is fueled by brokers who 
solicit fake customer 
reviews through social 
media platforms, en-
crypted messaging apps 
and other channels in 
exchange for money, 
free items or other be-
nefits. Brokers can so-
licit positive reviews to 
boost sales for busines-
ses or sellers. They can 
also also post negative 
reviews for competitors 
in order to tank their sa-
les. MDT/AP

INTERNET

Amazon, 
Tripadvisor team 
up to battle 
fake reviews

TECH

Baidu unveils Ernie 
4.0 AI model, claims 
that it rivals GPT-4
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

C
HINESE search en-
gine and artificial in-
telligence firm Baidu 
yesterday unveiled 

a new version of its artificial 
intelligence model, Ernie 4.0, 
claiming that it rivals models 
such as GPT-4 in the U.S.

Baidu’s CEO Robin Li de-
monstrated Ernie 4.0 at the 
company’s annual Baidu Wor-
ld conference in Beijing. He 
said the model has achieved 
comprehension, reasoning, 
memory and generation, whi-
ch uses algorithms to produce 
and create new content.

Li said that Ernie 4.0 was 
able to understand complex 
questions and instructions 
and apply reasoning and logic 
to generate answers to ques-
tions.

“It is not inferior in any as-

pect to GPT-4,” Li said, stating 
that the latest model was “sig-
nificantly improved” compa-
red to its original Ernie Bot 
model.

In a live demonstration, Li 
prompted Ernie 4.0 to genera-
te advertising materials inclu-
ding advertising posters and 
a marketing video. He also 
asked Ernie 4.0 to come up 
with a martial arts novel com-
plete with characters with va-
rious personalities.

Baidu is a frontrunner 
among a slew of Chinese 

companies racing to come 
up with artificial intelligence 
models, after OpenAI’s Chat-
GPT took the world by storm 
last year. Beijing sees artificial 
intelligence as a key industry 
to rival the United States and 
aims to become a global lea-
der by 2030.

Beijing-based Baidu star-
ted off as a search engine firm 
and over the past decade has 
invested heavily in artificial 
intelligence technology such 
as autonomous driving and 
more recently, generative AI 

to stay competitive.
The company’s Hong Kon-

g-listed shares fell 1.7% yes-
terday following the announ-
cement.

Baidu introduced its Ernie 
Bot in March. In August, it 
made the model available to 
the public.

Ernie 4.0 is not yet availa-
ble to the general public but 
some people have been invi-
ted to try it.

Li said Baidu plans to in-
corporate artificial intelligen-
ce technology into its search 
engine, maps and cloud drive 
services, and its business inte-
lligence offerings for enterpri-
se customers. He did not give 
a timetable for that.

The technology can trans-
form how certain products 
work. Baidu’s search engine 
might generate a customized 
answer to a query instead of 
just providing a list of results 
and links.

China has recently sought 
to regulate the generative AI 
industry, requiring companies 
to carry out security reviews 
and obtain approvals before 
publicly launching their pro-
ducts. Companies that provi-
de such AI services must also 
comply with government 
requests for technology and 
data.

The U.S. does not have 
such regulations. MDT/AP
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BRI FORUM

Putin begins 
China visit 
highlighting ties 
amid Ukraine war, 
Israeli Palestinian 
conflict
R

USSIAN President Vladi-
mir Putin arrived in Bei-
jing yesterday for a visit 
that underscores China’s 

support for Moscow during its 
war in Ukraine as well as Russian 
backing for China’s bid to expand 
its economic and diplomatic in-
fluence abroad.

The two countries have forged 
an informal alliance against the 
United States and other demo-
cratic nations that is now com-
plicated by the Israel-Hamas war. 
China has sought to balance its 
ties with Israel against its rela-
tions with Iran and Syria, two 
countries that are strongly ba-
cked by Russia and with which 
China has forged ties for econo-
mic reasons as well as to challen-
ge Washington’s influence in the 
Middle East.

Putin’s plane was met by an 
honor guard as the Russian lea-
der began his visit that is also a 
show of support for Chinese lea-
der Xi Jinping’s signature “Belt 
and Road” initiative to build in-
frastructure and expand China’s 
overseas influence.

In an interview to Chinese state 
media, Putin praised the massive 
but loosely linked BRI projects.

“Yes, we see that some peo-
ple consider it an attempt by the 
People’s Republic of China to put 
someone under its thumb, but 
we see otherwise, we just see de-
sire for cooperation,” he told sta-
te broadcaster CCTV, according 
to a transcript released by the 
Kremlin on Monday.

Putin will be among the hi-
ghest profile guests at a gathe-
ring marking the 10th anniver-
sary of Xi’s announcement of 
the BRI project, which has laden 
countries such as Zambia and Sri 
Lanka with heavy debt from con-
tracts with Chinese companies to 
build roads, airports and other 
public works they could not 
otherwise afford. U.N. Secretary-
-General António Guterres has 
praised the Chinese policy as 
bringing development to neglec-
ted areas.

Asked by reporters Friday 
about his visit, Putin said it wou-
ld encompass talks on Belt and 
Road-related projects, which he 
said Moscow wants to link with 
efforts by an economic alliance 
of former Soviet Union nations 
mostly located in Central Asia to 
“achieve common development 
goals.” MDT/AP

ANALYSIS

Key leaders joining the Belt 
and Road forum and their 
wish lists to Beijing
CHINA is hosting its third in-

ternational forum centered 
around President Xi Jinping’s sig-
nature policy, the Belt and Road 
Initiative, which over the past 
10 years has built infrastructu-
re across continents, burdening 
some smaller countries with debt.

The forum brings a flurry of 
diplomacy to Beijing, including 
at least 20 heads of state and go-
vernment, mostly hailing from 
developing markets in Southeast 
and South Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa and Latin America.

Here are some key leaders vi-
siting Beijing and an overview of 
their countries’ involvement in 
the Belt and Road projects.

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
Russian President Vladimir 

Putin landed in Beijing, on his 
first trip outside the former Soviet 
Union since the International Cri-
minal Court issued a warrant for 
him in March over his alleged in-
volvement in the mass abduction 
of children from Ukraine.

Russia has been aiming to 
redirect trade toward Asia after 
being shut out by the European 
Union over its Ukraine war. Chi-
na-Russia trade soared 30% in 
the first half of the year and is ex-
pected to exceed $200 billion this 
year, according to the Russian go-
vernment. One of Russia’s priori-
ties in terms of joint infrastructure 
projects with China is building 
the Power of Siberia-2 pipeline, 
which is set to traverse Mongolia 
and enable Moscow to sell more 
natural gas to China.

SRI LANKAN 
PRESIDENT

Sri Lanka, along with Zambia, 
is one of the countries that have 
defaulted on their debt to China 
and other international lenders. 
The country’s former president, 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, stepped 
down in July 2022 amid protests 
over soaring inflation and a seve-
re economic crisis. Sri Lanka had 
accessed Chinese financing to 
build highways, a port, an airport 
and a coal power plant, raking in 

$7 billion in debt. As part of its 
efforts to repay Beijing, Colombo 
handed it over control of a strate-
gic port, in a move often referen-
ced by BRI critics as an example of 
China’s “debt trap” diplomacy.

Last week, Sri Lanka reached 
an agreement with the Import-
-Export Bank of China to cover 
about $4.2 billion of that debt as 
part of a broader restructuring 
plan involving deals with other 
international creditors including 
India and Japan.

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wi-
ckremesinghe, who took office 
last year, is attending the forum as 
part of his first official trip to Chi-
na. He is expected to hold a bilate-
ral meeting with Xi.

KENYAN PRESIDENT
One of the key BRI projects in 

Africa is the Mombasa-Nairobi 
Railway, extending for 592 kilo-
meters and connecting Kenya’s 
largest port to its capital. Opened 
in 2017, China touts the project as 
a success story, saying it has su-
pported Kenya’s economic grow-
th. But work on a second section 
of the railway, which was meant 
to reach neighboring Uganda and 
serve other landlocked countries 
halted after Kampala pulled out 
and opted instead for a partner-
ship with a Turkish firm. Kenya 
owes about $6 billion to China, 
according to national data. Presi-
dent William Ruto is expected to 
explore funding options for the 
remaining section of the railway 
during the Belt and Road summit.

INDONESIAN 
PRESIDENT

In Southeast Asia, one of the 
most prominent BRI projects has 
been the construction of a high-s-
peed 142-kilometer (88-mile) rai-
lway linking Indonesia’s capital, 
Jakarta, to the economic hub of 
Bandung. Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo inaugurated the $7.3 
billion China-funded project ear-
lier this month.

He is expected to meet Xi and 
discuss a plan to extend the rai-
lway by about 700 kilometers (435 

miles) to the city of Surabaya, as 
well as new potential investments 
in renewable energy projects and 
trade.

HUNGARIAN 
PRIME MINISTER

Hungarian Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban is the only E.U. head of 
state or government to attend the 
Belt and Road forum. Hungarian 
media reports last month sug-
gested a Chinese-backed railway 
project connecting Budapest with 
Belgrade has hit snags and China 
would halt funding. Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi earlier this 
month told his Hungarian coun-
terpart the project would conti-
nue as planned.

Orban’s participation as the 
sole E.U. leader at the event comes 
in contrast with the 2019 edition 
of the forum when then-Italian 
Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni at-
tended right as Italy had formally 
joined the initiative. Italy this year 
signaled its intention to drop out 
of the scheme as major China-
-backed infrastructure projects 
haven’t materialized, while Italy’s 
trade deficit with China has more 
than doubled, to 48 billion euros 
(around $50 billion), since 2019.

ARGENTINIAN 
PRESIDENT

Argentina’s President Alberto 
Fernandez also arrived in Beijing 
on Tuesday. Argentina is one of 
the countries that joined the BRI 
relatively recently, in 2022, seeking 
Chinese investment in areas such 
as railways, nuclear energy, solar 
and hydropower, agriculture and 
digital infrastructure. Argentina 
has asked China to fully finance 
a new $8.3 billion nuclear power 
plant.

China’s focus in Latin America 
lies in green technology and the 
extraction of minerals, according 
to experts. Chinese companies 
are involved in dozens of lithium 
extraction projects in Argentina 
and Chile, according to research 
by Facultad Latinoamericana de 
Ciencias Sociales in Buenos Aires. 
MDT/AP
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New airport 
opens to 
serve Angkor 
Wat as it 
seeks to 
boost tourist 
arrivals

NEW ZEALAND

Defeated PM Hipkins will remain leader of Labour Party
DEFEATED New 

Zealand Prime Mi-
nister Chris Hipkins said 
yesterday he will con-
tinue to lead his liberal 
Labour Party — for now, 
at least — despite its big 
election loss over the 
weekend.

“I’ve still got a bit of 
fight left in me,” Hipkins 
told reporters.

Hipkins made the 
comments after a mee-
ting with his party’s cau-
cus, during which there 
was no immediate move 
to oust him.

Still, Hipkins acknow-
ledged that he and others 
in the party would be re-
flecting on their futures 
over the coming months 
and figuring out what 
would be best for the par-
ty going forward.

“Obviously the elec-
tion result was one that 

was very disappointing 
to us as a team,” Hipkins 
said.

Former businessman 
Christopher Luxon will 

be the nation’s next prime 
minister after his conser-
vative National Party won 
39% of the vote during 
the election, by far the 

largest share of any single 
party.

Under New Zealand’s 
proportional system, 
National plans to form a 

coalition with the liberta-
rian ACT Party.

The two parties com-
bined hold only a slim 
majority, which could 
evaporate once the re-
maining 20% of outstan-
ding votes are counted. 
In that instance, the par-
ties would also need the 
support of a third party, 
New Zealand First, which 
is led by 78-year-old ma-
verick Winston Peters.

Luxon said he wouldn’t 
be revealing the “blow-
-by-blow” details of the 
negotiations between the 
various parties until a 
deal is finalized.

“We had a mandate 
on Saturday night. We’re 
going to work our way 
through our arrangemen-
ts,” Luxon told reporters.

He said the only roles 
that were locked in so far 
were his own as prime 

minister, and his deputy, 
Nicola Willis, as finance 
minister.

The final vote tally will 
be announced in early 
November.

Hipkins spent just nine 
months as prime minis-
ter after replacing Jacin-
da Ardern, who unexpec-
tedly stepped down after 
five years in the top job. 
She won the last election 
in a landslide, but this 
time the Labour Party 
won just 27% of the vote.

One of Hipkins’s top 
deputies announced yes-
terday he would retire. 
Andrew Little, a former 
party leader who held 
many ministerial portfo-
lios including health, im-
migration and defense, 
said by stepping aside he 
would allow a “face of the 
future” to take his place. 
MDT/AP

SOPHENG CHEANG, 
PHNOM PENH

C
OMMERCIAL ope-
rations began this 
week at Cambodia’s 
newest and biggest 

airport, designed to serve as 
an upgraded gateway to the 
country’s major tourist attrac-
tion, the centuries-old An-
gkor Wat temple complex in 
the northwestern province of 
Siem Reap.

A Bangkok Airways flight 
from Thailand was the first to 
land, with 16 additional fligh-
ts scheduled for the first day 
of operations at the Siem Rea-
p-Angkor International Air-
port.

The airport, which was 
built at a cost of about $1.1 
billion on 700 hectares of 
land about 40 kilometers 
east of Angkor Wat, boasts 
a 3,600-meter long runway. 
Construction began in 2020 to 

replace the old airport, about 
5 kilometers from the temple 
site, which is being retired in 
part because of fear that vi-
brations from frequent flights 
were damaging the temples’ 
foundations.

The new airport can hand-
le 7 million passengers a year, 
with plans to augment it to 
handle 12 million passengers 
annually from 2040. It was 
constructed under a 55-year 
build-operate-transfer (BOT) 
program between Cambodia 
and China.

According to the Ministry 
of Tourism, Cambodia recei-
ved some 3.5 million interna-
tional tourists in the first ei-
ght months of 2023, while for 
the whole of 2019 — the last 
year before the coronavirus 
pandemic — it received some 
6.6 million foreign visitors. 
Tourism is considered one of 
the main pillars supporting 
Cambodia’s economy.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Vongsey Vissoth, who headed 
the ceremony marking the 
start of operations, said the 
new airport will be officially 
inaugurated on Nov. 16 by Pri-
me Minister Hun Manet and 
top Chinese officials.

Another Chinese-funded 
airport is being constructed 
at a cost of $1.5 billion to ser-
ve the capital Phnom Penh. 
The new Phnom Penh inter-
national airport, formally 
known as the Techo Interna-
tional Airport, is set on 2,600 
hectares (6,425 acres) and 
scheduled for completion in 
2024. MDT/AP

New Zealand Prime Minister Chris Hipkins 
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The funeral of Carlo Gambino, the ‘boss of 
the bosses’ in the Mafia, has taken place in New 
York.

Mr Gambino, considered the most powerful 
of the leaders of the American Mafia, died in his 
sleep at his home on Friday. It is thought he su-
ffered a heart attack.

The funeral, which was ticket-only, was held 
at the Church of Our Lady of Grace in a quiet, 
residential area of Brooklyn.

Plain clothes police officers and FBI agents 
were among the crowds outside the church. 
No trouble was expected as Mafia families have 
a history of respecting funerals, but the FBI had 
gone to find out who might succeed Mr Gambi-
no as head of the family.

Carlo Gambino, in a $7,000 (£4,400) bronze 
coffin, was buried next to his wife Catherine who 
died in 1971.

The death of Mr Gambino had long been ex-
pected following his recent spate of heart trou-
ble.

Attempts had been made to arrest and deport 
him for his involvement in the attempted hijack 
of an armoured car in Sicily but he was conside-
red too ill to make the journey back.

He was allowed to remain in the country and 
died at his home in Massapepequa, NY.

Born in Sicily in 1902, Mr Gambino moved to 
America in 1921 and began moving up within 
the Mafia. He became head of his Mafia family 
in 1957.

At the height of its power his family was con-
sidered to be the most influential in all America.

Speculation is now over who will become lea-
der. Anielio Dellacroce, who once challenged Mr 
Gambino for the leadership of the family, and 
Carmino Galente, head of another New York 
family have been put forward.

Whoever takes over will control a 1,000 strong 
network of staff employed to run Mr Gambino’s 
multimillion dollar empire of gambling, narcoti-
cs and loan sharking.

Courtesy BBC News

1976 Funeral of Mafia
	   boss held in NY

In context

Paul Castellano took over from Carlo Gambino 
as head of the family. A cousin of Mr Gambino 
he had previously set up construction bids, 
union affairs and political ties.
It is widely believed the character of Don Vito 
Corleone played by Marlon Brando in Mario Pu-
zo’s ‘The Godfather’ is based on Carlo Gambino.
As well as being the head of the five New York 
families Carlo Gambino was also on the National 
Mafia Commission which governed the affairs of 
the 26 American families. He was considered to 
be very influential in this role.
The families were used to refer to the way 
different groups were split. The hierarchical 
systems each have a ‘boss’, an ‘underboss’, 
‘lieutenants’ and ‘soldiers’ who together run the 
family businesses.

this day in historyMIDDLE EAST

Aid is held up for Gaza on 
the verge of total collapse

civilians, and left about 200 
captive in Gaza.

Israeli strikes have kil-
led at least 2,778 people 
and wounded 9,700 others 
in Gaza, according to the 
Health Ministry. Nearly two-
-thirds of the dead were chil-
dren, said Medhat Abbas, 
a Gaza Health Ministry of-
ficial. The strikes have not 
stopped Hamas militants 
from continuing to barrage 
Israel with rockets launched 
from Gaza.

Another 1,200 people 
across Gaza are believed bu-
ried under the rubble, alive 
or dead, health authorities 
said. Emergency teams stru-
ggled to rescue people while 
cut off from the internet and 
mobile networks, running 
out of fuel and exposed to 
unceasing airstrikes. On 
Monday Israeli warplanes 
struck the headquarters of 
the Civil Defense in Gaza 
City, killing seven parame-
dics. Another 10 medics and 
doctors have been killed on 
the job, health authorities 
said.

Israel has massed troops 
at the border for an expected 
ground offensive, but Hecht 
said no concrete decisions 
have been made.

“These plans are being 
developed. They will be de-
cided by, and presented to, 
our political leadership,’’ he 
said.

Airstrikes, dwindling su-
pplies, and Israel’s mass 
evacuation order for the 
north of the Gaza Strip has 
thrown the tiny territory’s 
2.3 million people into 
upheaval and caused in-

creasing desperation.
More than 1 million Pa-

lestinians have fled their 
homes, and 60% are now in 
the approximately 14-kilo-
meter-long area south of the 
evacuation zone, the U.N. 
said.

Aid workers warned that 
the territory was near com-
plete collapse as hospitals 
were on the verge of losing 
electricity, threatening the li-
ves of thousands of patients, 
and hundreds of thousands 
of people searched for bread 
and water.

At the Rafah crossing, 
Gaza’s only connection to 
Egypt, truckloads of aid were 
waiting to go into the tiny, 
densely populated territory, 
and trapped civilians with 
foreign citizenship — many 
of them Palestinians with 
dual nationalities — were 
hoping desperately to get 
out.

Mediators were trying to 
reach a cease-fire to open the 
border, which shut down last 
week after Israeli airstrikes. 
An agreement appeared to 
have been reached Monday, 
but Israel denied reports of 
a cease-fire in Rafah, which 
would be needed to open the 
gates. On Tuesday morning, 
they were still closed.

An Egyptian official said 
Tuesday that Egypt and Is-
rael agreed that the aid con-
voys at the border would 
travel into Israel for inspec-
tion at the Kerem Shalom 
crossing between Gaza and 
Israel. The aid would then 
be allowed into Gaza. A 
brief humanitarian ceasefire 
would take place and foreign 

nationals would be allowed 
to exit Gaza via Rafah, the of-
ficial said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because 
he was not allowed to speak 
with the media.

Both Hamas and Israel 
cast doubt on an immediate 
opening.

‘’The crossings are closed, 
and I’m not aware of a truce 
or stop of hostilities,” Hecht 
said.

Wael Abu Omar, Hamas’ 
spokesman for the Rafah 
crossing, said: “Up until now, 
there is no agreement.”

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, who visited 
Israel for the second time 
in a week on Monday after 
a six-country tour through 
Arab nations, said in Tel Aviv 
that the U.S. and Israel had 
agreed to develop a plan to 
enable humanitarian aid 
to reach civilians in Gaza. 
There were few details, but 
the plan would include “the 
possibility of creating areas 
to help keep civilians out of 
harm’s way.”

Gen. Erik Kurilla, the head 
of U.S. Central Command, 
arrived in Tel Aviv for mee-
tings with Israeli military 
authorities ahead of a Biden 
visit planned for today to 
signal White House support 
for Israel. Biden will also tra-
vel to Jordan to meet with 
Arab leaders amid fears the 
fighting could expand into a 
broader regional conflict.

Israel evacuated towns 
near its northern border with 
Lebanon, where the military 
has exchanged fire repeate-
dly with the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah group. MDT/AP

NAJIB JOBAIN, 
KHAN YOUNIS

T
HE U.S. worked 
Tuesday to break 
a deadlock over 
delivering aid to 

millions of increasingly des-
perate civilians in the Gaza 
Strip, which has been besie-
ged and under assault by Is-
rael since a brutal attack by 
Hamas militants, as U.S. Pre-
sident Joe Biden prepared to 
head to the region.

Meanwhile, flaring vio-
lence along Israel’s border 
with Lebanon led to concer-
ns over a widening regional 
conflict that diplomats were 
working to prevent.

Unrelenting Israeli airs-
trikes killed dozens of peo-
ple yesterday in south Gaza, 
where Israel told civilians 
from the north to seek shel-
ter ahead of an expected 
ground offensive.

Wounded people were 
rushed to the hospital after 
heavy attacks outside the 
southern Gaza cities of Ra-
fah and Khan Younis, Gaza 
residents reported. Basem 
Naim, a senior Hamas offi-
cial and former health mi-
nister, reported 27 people 
were killed in Rafah and 30 
in Khan Younis.

An Associated Press re-
porter saw around 50 bodies 
brought to Nasser Hospital 
in Khan Younis since early 
yesterday. Family members 
came to claim the bodies, 
wrapped in white bedsheets, 
some soaked in blood.

An airstrike in Deir al Ba-
lah reduced a house to ru-
bble, killing nine members 
of the family living there. 
Three members of another 
family that had evacuated 
from Gaza City were killed 
in a neighboring home. The 
dead included one man and 
11 women and children. 
Witnesses said there was no 
warning before the strike.

The Israeli military said 
it was targeting Hamas hi-
deouts, infrastructure and 
command centers.

“When we see a target, 
when we see something mo-
ving that is Hamas, we’ll take 
care of it. We’ll handle it, said 
Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, an Is-
raeli military spokesman.

Israel has sealed off and 
bombed Hamas-ruled Gaza 
since the militant attack on 
southern Israel last week 
killed 1,400 people, mostly 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1- Give; 6- Type of tomato; 10- Strike callers; 14- Sharp-edged 

instrument; 15- Take ___ from me; 16- Labor; 17- Playing marble; 18- Screen; 19- 
Nabisco cookie; 20- Zealot; 22- Shell of a turtle; 24- Bit; 26- Figure of speech with 
“like” or “as”; 27- Arctic; 31- JFK posting; 32- Bendable twig, usually of a willow tree; 
33- Tall tales; 36- Front part of an apron; 39- Allot; 40- Apportion; 41- Pasternak 
heroine; 42- Begley and Wynn; 43- Welcome; 44- Flower segment; 45- Limb of a 
felled tree; 46- Left out; 48- Second book of the Bible; 51- Friend of Tigger; 52- 
Agreeable; 54- Slowpokes; 59- Bits of thread; 60- Glass ornament; 62- Heron, 
usually white; 63- Yikes!; 64- Carson’s successor; 65- One of the Muses; 66- Sand 
hill; 67- As a result; 68- Dreadlocks wearer;
 
DOWN 1- Metric unit of mass; 2- Hindu music; 3- Islamic call to prayer; 4- Words 
of denial; 5- Tab grabber; 6- Go, team!; 7- Auricular; 8- King with a golden touch; 
9- Mild laxative; 10- System of social 
perfection; 11- Virtuous; 12- Portion; 
13- Blackthorn fruit; 21- Teen’s desire; 
23- Tsp. and tbsp.; 25- Holmes’s creator; 
27- A bit; 28- Not new; 29- Fragments; 
30- Mark of Zorro; 34- Pub drink; 35- 
Copter part; 36- Inner layer of a quilt; 37- 
Dies ___; 38- Hairless; 40- Questionable; 
41- Court cry; 43- Deities; 44- Explorer; 
45- Feel intense aversion; 47- Cal. pages; 
48- Nobelist Root; 49- Chemically inactive 
gas; 50- Scoff; 52- Trudge; 53- Zingy 
taste; 55- Pearl Mosque city; 56- Some 
nest eggs; 57- Riga resident; 58- Portico; 
61- Scooby-___; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Secret love affairs may be 
enticing; however, you must be 
prepared for the restraints that 
will follow. You might find group 
functions tiring. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Unexpected events may upset 
your routine. You will easily 
capture the interest of  those you 
talk to. You should put a little 
extra effort in at work. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You can come up with ways of  
earning extra cash. Try making 
some changes to your appearance 
and your attitude that will 
reinforce just that. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You will be in the mood for 
entertainment. You may be 
somewhat emotional concerning 
a rather private matter. Get out 
and have some fun. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Secret enemies may be holding a 
grudge that you’re not even aware 
of. Luck is with you. Secret affairs 
may be tempting. Make sure that 
you make reservations early.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Set a limit, or you’ll wind up on a 
tight budget. Be careful if  a friend 
asks you for advice. Discover 
opportunities based on the 
individuals you mingle with today. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be prepared to jump quickly if  
you wish to stay in the forefront of  
your industry today. Opportunities 
for romance are present. You may 
find a rare antique today. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
A change is as good as a rest. 
Don’t go looking for change. 
Opportunities for financial gains 
through investments and games 
of  chance are likely. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t count on others to cover up 
for your shortcomings. Nothing 
can be resolved if  you don’t want 
to talk about it. You may feel a 
need to make changes to your 
legal documents. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Be professional, and you will 
advance much more quickly. You 
will take on too much if  you aren’t 
careful. Stick to basics. You will 
have an inaccurate assessment of  
your status in society. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Do not yield to children or relatives 
when they really don’t deserve it. 
Accept the inevitable and continue to 
do your job. Take care of  chores that 
have been hanging over your head.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You need to take a break with 
the ones you love. Don’t bother 
retaliating, just walk away. Efforts 
made to improve yourself  will 
turn out to your satisfaction. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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The 92-year-old Tai Long Fong Casa de Cha, a relic from a bygone era

The name Macau probably comes from A-Ma Temple

Pier 11: Kwong Hing Tai Firecracker Factory

A statue of Luís Camões was erected not far from the 
“cave” in which he composed the greatest of Portuguese 

literary works “Os Lusíadas”
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A TRAVELER’S LOG

Macau: Beyond casinos and 
European landmark replicas
LOUIS LEE, SHANGHAI DAILY
Text and photos, Subtitles by MDT

A few weeks ago, two leading 
Irish academics visited me af-

ter attending a large international 
conference in nearby Macau. Ma-
cau hosted the previous edition of 
the conference so well that it was 
chosen to host this year’s again. My 
two friends raved about the sta-
te-of-the-art management of the 
conference venue (a glitzy five-s-
tar hotel in the Cotai Strip 路氹) at 
length before expressing their disa-
ppointment at being overwhelmed 
by casinos and European landmark 
replicas.

I feel sorry for my friends, for 
those poor academics had pre-
cious little time to venture out of 
their conference venue environs. 
It is true that Macau can frequently 
feel overrun by tourists who are 
looking for fun and might not be 
interested in cultural explorations. 
But how can a city with almost 500 
years of European cultural exchan-
ge disappoint in its cultural offe-
rings? The following is a guide for a 
short but in-depth weekend trip to 
explore the rich history of Macau.

THE BEGINNINGS
Start with A-Ma Temple 媽閣廟 

in the Macau Peninsula, the very 
spot that made Macau Macau. Le-
gend has it that when early Portu-
guese navigators reached this cor-
ner of the “Far East” and asked the 
locals for their whereabouts, they 
mistook the answer Maa-gok (the 
temple’s Cantonese name) to be 
the name of the place and named 
the peninsula Macau. The Temple, 
thought to be built before Colum-
bus “discovered” the Americas, 
honors the Goddess of Seafaring 
Mazu 媽祖. Opposite the temple 
stands the Maritime Museum, whi-
ch is well worth a visit.

The temple faces piers serving 
different trades along the Inner 
Harbor 內港. Some are now de-
funct, the most noteworthy being 
perhaps Pier 11, where the Kwong 
Hing Tai Firecracker Company 廣興
泰爆竹廠 office building still stands.

One hundred years ago, the 
major industry in tiny Macau was 
firecracker manufacturing. For a 
wonderful exhibition of this piece 
of Macanese history, make a spe-
cial trip to the former site of the Iec 
Long Firecracker Factory 益隆炮竹
廠 on Taipa 氹仔. Others are still in 
operation; do not just stroll along 
Rua do Almirante Sérgio 河边新街, 
but also check out Rua do Dr. Lou-
renco Pereira Marques 比厘喇馬忌
士街, where plenty of seafood com-
panies still operate.

THE CHINESE BAZAAR
Continue walking north along 

Almirante Sérgio until you hit Ave-
nida da Almeida Ribeiro 亞美打利庇
盧大馬路, which will lead you to the 
picturesque Largo do Senado 議事
亭前地, Macau’s most easily recog-
nizable image, together with that 
of the ruins of São Paulo Church 大
三巴. You will have plenty of time to 
explore those famous sites later on.

About 100 meters onto Almei-
da Ribeiro, turn left on Avenida de 
Cinco de Outubro (十月初五日街; 
the Avenida commemorates the 
day when Portugal became a re-
public). This avenue is as local as it 
gets; in Tai Long Fong Casa de Cha 
(大龍鳳茶樓; No.127 & 129), you will 
find patrons enjoying dim sum to 
Cantonese opera tunes performed 
by professionals and aficionados 
alike in the background. The dining 
experience is decidedly a throwba-
ck to the 1980s.

Further down the avenue, you 
will find tea shops selling Lychee 
Red Tea 荔枝紅茶. This fragrant tea 
is not easy to find. It is a unmistaka-

bly Cantonese tea and is prepared 
by smoking tea leaves with lychee 
fruit. You will also find various tra-
ditional eateries, including Nam 
Peng Café (南屏雅敘; No. 85 & 85A), 
another throwback to times bygo-
ne, as well as the Ngao Kei Curry 
House (牛記咖喱美食; No. 1) at the 
end of the Avenida. Take your pick 
for lunch.

Continue north at the end of the 
Avenida and take the next right. 
The name Travessa Dos Calafates 
(掙匠巷; Caulkers Lane), just like 
the names of many other lanes 
and streets you have passed by, re-
minds you of those who have plied 
their trade in this area. You’ll see a 
small temple at the end of the lane, 
like the kind found throughout the 
Macau Peninsula.

Meander up the stairs to its left, 
and you will be amazed by your vis-
ta. You will find three more temples 
of various deities, including the 
Monkey God 齊天大聖 and the Old 

Man under the Moon 月下老人, the 
God of Marriage and Love. You will 
find offerings made by Macanese 
singles hoping for love around the 
Chinese Lantern Festival 元宵節 in 
February.

THE POET AND A MISSIONARY
Continue your climb up to Jar-

dim Camões 白鴿巢公園, which 
pays homage to Luís Vaz de Ca-
mões 賈梅士, who wrote part of his 
Portuguese epic poem Os Lusíadas 
in a cave right here. Look not only 
for his statue but also for mosaics 
depicting sections of the epic.

Find your way to the garden’s 
main entrance, to the left of whi-
ch you will find traces of a whole 
different kind of deity. The British 
East India Company church and 
cemetery – an Anglican cemetery 
in overwhelmingly Catholic Por-
tuguese Macau – is noteworthy 
for three reasons: the grave of the 
Missionary Robert Morrison 馬禮

遜, author of the first Anglo-Chi-
nese dictionary; the grave of the 
English painter George Chinnery, 
whose seminal watercolor paintin-
gs of Guangzhou (Canton as it was 
known then) are a valuable record 
of South China in the 19th century; 
and the graves of British officers 
who fought in the First Opium War 
– a testament to the atrocities of the 
unjust war that shaped this part 
of the world the next 150 years to 
come.

Jardim Camões is only 10 minu-
tes away from the famous ruins of 
São Paulo Church. Join the throngs 
of tourists in exploring the archi-
tecture, if not shopping, down the 
steps from the church. Alternati-
vely, visit the nearby Museum of 
Macau 澳門博物館 right in the his-
toric Fort of Macau.

Two other hidden gems of the 
Peninsula are the murals inside 
the Capela de Nossa Senhora at 
the Guia Fortress 東望洋炮台, which 
overlooks the Outer Harbor (外港; 
outer, as it faces the Pacific Ocean), 
and the Colina da Penha 西望洋
山, which was once the seat of the 
Macanese Archbishop. The church 
dates from 1622.

Finish your trip with a hearty 
Macanese dinner – Chinese-Por-
tuguese fusion cuisine with a long 
history – at Restaurante Litoral 海灣
餐廳, Restaurante A Lorcha 船屋餐
廳, both a stone’s throw from A-Ma 
Temple or the more earthy and lo-
cal A Vencedora 坤記餐室. Booking 
is necessary for the former two.

TRAVEL TIPS
There are 12 flights from Shan-

ghai Hongqiao and Shanghai Pu-
dong international airports daily. 
An alternative is the overnight slee-
per train D941, which departs from 
Shanghai Hongqiao Railway Sta-
tion at 19:55 and reaches Zhuhai at 
08:27 the following morning.

Zhuhai station is within walking 
distance of the Zhuhai-Macau bor-
der. D941 runs only from Friday 
to Monday, and the same applies 
to its return service, D942, which 
leaves Zhuhai at 18:14 and reaches 
Hongqiao at 07:00 the next day. 
COURTESY SHANGHAI DAILY
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Sabitzer’s penalty sends Austria to Euro in 
day overshadowed by Brussels shooting
SAMUEL PETREQUIN, BRUSSELS

S
UBSTITUTE Marcel Sabit-
zer scored from the penalty 
spot shortly after entering 
the game to secure a 1-0 

win for Austria at Azerbaijan and 
send his country to next year’s 
European Championship in a day 
overshadowed by a deadly shoo-
ting in Brussels which saw Bel-
gium’s game against Sweden hal-
ted at halftime.

“Due to the incidents in Brus-
sels earlier tonight, play is sus-
pended. Our thoughts are with all 
those affected,” a post from the 
Belgian national team read on X, 
formerly known as Twitter.

European soccer governing 
body UEFA confirmed the Group 
F match had been called off 
following consultation with both 
teams and local police.

The score was 1-1 at the time. 
Viktor Gyokeres gave Sweden a 
15th-minute lead, but Romelu 
Lukaku had Belgium level just after 
the half-hour.

Belgium had already qualified 

for Euro 2024 while Sweden’s chan-
ces of a top-two place had been 
ended by Austria’s victory earlier.

AUSTRIA ADVANCES
After losing 3-2 to Belgium in 

Vienna last week in the fight for 
Group F supremacy — Austria’s 
only defeat in seven qualifying 
games so far — Sabitzer and his 
teammates knew a win in Baku 
would secure a spot at the tourna-
ment hosted by Germany.

With several key players side-
lined because of injuries, Austria 
struggled to create real chances in 
the first half. It was awarded a pe-
nalty just minutes into the second 
half after a hand ball. Sabitzer was 
clinical in converting with a strike 
into the corner in the 48th.

Sabitzer, who plays for Borussia 
Dortmund, recently returned to 
competition after recovering from 
an adductor injury he picked up 
last month in a Champions League 

match against PSG.
Austria finished with 10 men 

after striker Guido Burgstaller was 
sent off in stoppage time for a se-
cond yellow card.

Austria became the seventh 
team to qualify after Belgium, Fran-
ce, Portugal, Scotland, Spain and 
Turkey, along with host Germany.

RONALDO SCORES 2
Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice 

for Portugal in a 5-0 demolition of 

host Bosnia in Group J.
Bruno Fernandes, Joao Cancelo 

and Joao Felix also scored with all 
goals coming in the first half.

Iceland routed Liechtenstein 
4-0 and Slovakia won 1-0 at Lu-
xembourg in the same group.

Netherlands came away from 
Greece with a 1-0 win in Group 
B to revive its hopes. Virgil Van 
Dijk’s penalty in second-half 
stoppage time sent the Nether-
lands above their opponents and 
into second in their group. Both 
have 12 points.

Wout Weghorst earlier failed to 
convert his penalty.

“We do not have a specialist for 
penalties, corners and free kicks,” 
said Netherlands coach Ronald 
Koeman. “When Virgil was behind 
the ball for the second one, I sud-
denly thought ‘Surely it won’t be 
one of those evenings when this 
one goes wrong too.’ But Virgil took 
it well and decided the match.”

Ireland thrashed Gibraltar 4-0 
in the group’s other game.

France has already qualified 
from Group B. MDT/AP



the 
BUZZ

Police in Belgium 
yesterday shot dead 
a suspected Tunisian 
extremist accused 
of killing two Swedish 
soccer fans in a 
brazen shooting on a 
Brussels street before 
disappearing into the 
night. Hours after a 
manhunt began in the 
Belgian capital, Interior 
Minister Verlinden 
posted on X that 
“the perpetrator of 
the terrorist attack 
in Brussels has been 
identified and has died.”

Vatican A prominent 
Irish nun said that 
women’s voices are 
being heard at Pope 
Francis’ big meeting 
on the future of the 
Catholic Church, and 
said delegates are 
also acknowledging 
the hurt caused by 
the church’s position 
on homosexuality. 
Sister Patricia Murray, 
executive secretary of 
the main umbrella group 
of women’s religious 
orders, provided an 
update on the status 
of discussions halfway 
through the Vatican’s 
nearly month-long 
synod, or meeting.

USA Former President 
Donald Trump returns 
to a New York City 
courthouse today 
[Macau time] to be a 
spectator at the civil 
fraud trial threatening 
to disrupt his real 
estate empire. Trump 
voluntarily attended 
the first three days of 
the trial, Oct. 2-4. He 
turned his appearance 
into a campaign stop by 
complaining about the 
case at every opportunity 
to TV cameras in the 
hallway outside the 
courtroom. Now he will 
be back accompanied 
by bolstered security 
inside and outside the 
Manhattan courthouse.

600 days into the war, Russia’s assault on a 
key Ukraine city appears to be weakening

A dayslong attempt by Russian forces to storm a strategically im-
portant city in eastern Ukraine appears to be running out of steam, 
Kyiv officials said, as the Kremlin’s war entered its 600th day.

Ukrainian forces repelled 15 Russian attacks from four directions 
on Avdiivka over the previous 24 hours, the Ukrainian General Staff 
said.

The slackening suggests the Russian effort to capture Avdiivka 
has “deflated,” Barabash said.

A Washington-based think tank broadly concurred with that as-
sessment. “Russian forces continued offensive operations aimed 

at encircling Avdiivka … but have yet to make further gains amid a 
likely decreasing tempo of Russian operations in the area,” the Ins-
titute for the Study of War said in analysis published late Sunday.

Russia’s ambassador to the United Nations, Vassily Nebenzia, 
told a U.N. Security Council meeting last Friday that the ramped-
-up attacks in the east amounted to a new stage in Moscow’s cam-
paign in Ukraine.

With the looming onset of wintry conditions that will limit mi-
litary operations, both sides have been seeking battlefield break-
throughs that could invigorate their efforts and raise morale.

OPINION
Business Views
Shuli Ren, Bloomberg

RODNEY MUHUMUZA, 
KAMPALA

JOSTLING for space, peo-
ple jam the crowded foo-

tpaths crisscrossing a mas-
sive open market in Ugan-
da’s capital. They are mostly 
looking for secondhand 
clothing, sifting through un-
derwear for pairs that seem 
new or trying on shoes des-
pite getting pushed around 
in the crush.

Downtown Kampala’s 
Owino Market has long been 
a go-to enclave for rich and 
poor people alike looking for 
affordable but quality-made 
used clothes, underscoring 
perceptions that Western 
fashion is superior to what is 
made at home.

Discarded by Europeans 
and Americans, these clo-
thes are often purchased 
from wholesalers and then 
shipped to African countries 
by middlemen. It’s a multi-
million-dollar business, with 
some two-thirds of people 
in seven countries in East 
Africa having “purchased at 
least a portion of their clo-
thes from the secondhand 
clothing market,” according 
to a 2017 U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
study, the most recent with 
such details.

Despite the popularity, 
secondhand clothes are fa-
cing increasing pushback. 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, a semi-authori-
tarian leader who has held 
power since 1986, decla-

red in August that he was 
banning imports of used 
clothing, saying the items 
are coming “from dead peo-
ple.”

“When a white person 
dies, they gather their clo-
thes and send them to Afri-
ca,” Museveni said.

Trade authorities have 
not yet enforced the presi-
dent’s order, which needs to 
be backed by a legal mea-
sure such as an executive 
order.

Other African govern-
ments also are trying to 
stop the shipments, saying 
the business amounts to 
dumping and undermines 
the growth of local textile 
industries. The East African 
Community trade bloc — 
consisting of Burundi, Con-
go, Kenya, Rwanda, South 
Sudan, Tanzania and Ugan-
da — has recommended 
banning imports of used 
apparel since 2016. Howe-
ver, member states have not 
enforced it at the same pace 
amid pressure from Washin-
gton.

In Uganda, the presi-
dent’s order has spread 
panic among traders, for 
whom such a ban, if imple-
mented, spells disaster. They 
hawk used clothes in scores 
of large open-air marke-
ts across the country of 45 
million people, at roadside 
stands and even in shops 
in malls where it’s possible 
to buy secondhand clothes 
marketed as new.

The clothes are cheap 

and drop further in price as 
traders make room for new 
shipments: a pair of denim 
jeans can go for 20 cents, a 
cashmere scarf for even less.

At one of Uganda’s Green 
Shops, a chain specializing 
in used clothes, apparel re-
seller Glen Kalungi shopped 
for items his customers mi-
ght want: vintage pants for 
men and cottony tops for 
women.

“I am a thrift shopper,” 
he said. “I usually come to 
these Green Shops to che-
ck out clothes because they 
have the best prices around 
town.”

Kalungi likes to visit on 
clearance days when he can 
buy clothes for a fraction of a 
dollar. Then he sells them at 
a profit.

The chain, whose owners 
include Europeans, unveils 
new clothes every two weeks 
at its three stores. Some of 
the items are sourced from 
suppliers in countries inclu-
ding China and Germany, 
retail manager Allan Zavuga 
said.

“How they collect the 
clothes, we are not aware of 
that,” Zavuga said of their 
suppliers. “But (the clothes) 
go through all the verifica-
tion, the fumigation, all that, 
before they are shipped to 
Uganda. And we get all do-
cuments for that.”

The Green Shops are 
environmentally friendly 
because they recycle used 
clothes in bulk, he said. 
MDT/AP

Uganda’s leader wants 
a ban on used clothing 
from the West
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Ping An Real Estate 
is China property’s 
new hot potato

China’s property sector is struggling to halt its unpre-
cedented decline. The biggest developers have gone 
into default. What will happen to private equity that 
had enthusiastically bought into real estate during the 
euphoric years then, investors are asking.

The fate of Ping An Real Estate Co., the wholly-owned 
subsidiary of insurance giant Ping An Insurance Group 
Co., is igniting a lively debate. The PE firm’s 2 billion-
-yuan ($274 million) bond, due next January, went 
through a roller coaster ride in recent months, hitting 
a yield of 30% in late August.

As of the end of June, Ping An Real Estate — with 110 
billion yuan in assets — held around 10 billion yuan 
in cash, allowing it to cover only about half of its inte-
rest-bearing debt due in the next 12 months. Over the 
last year, its business operations and liquidity positions 
have deteriorated rapidly alongside China’s property 
slump, with sales falling by more than half from their 
2021 high.

But worrying investors the most is not what shows up 
in financial reports, but liabilities Ping An Real Estate 
might be on the hook for off its balance sheet. In late 
September, while processing the company’s applica-
tion for a new corporate bond, China Securities Regula-
tory Commission said it noticed that the firm had con-
cealed an overdue loan totaling 200 million yuan.

Ping An Real Estate routinely resorted to joint ventu-
res for its investments, playing the minority sharehol-
der role and giving out shareholder loans to the JV. This 
way, the private equity can be shielded from day-to-day 
operations — it is a financial firm, not a professional 
developer after all. In addition, these risky early-stage 
projects, along with their debt, don’t need to enter Ping 
An’s balance sheet.

For instance, Shenzhen Anchuang Investment Mana-
gement Co., a 49%-owned associate, is an entity Ping 
An Real Estate frequently used for these JV projects. 
In 2022, loans to Anchuang alone totaled 17.8 billion 
yuan.

This form of investing became problematic when 
property values tumbled and developers fell into dis-
tress — as reflected by the securities watchdog’s recent 
inquiry into the overdue loan. It was regarding a JV pro-
ject between Ping An Real Estate and Zhenro Properties 
Group Inc., which has defaulted on its bonds. Unable 
to collect a developer loan the JV had taken out, the 
bank started knocking on Ping An Real Estate’s door. In 
its response to the CSRC inquiry, Ping An Real Estate 
said the loan was collateralized and the underlying land 
value should be able to cover the overdue amount. In 
other words, it was not on the hook for repayments.

Ping An Real Estate can’t shirk responsibility indefini-
tely, however. For instance, since 2022, Anchuang has 
exited 27 investments; more than half were sold to Ping 
An Real Estate. Going forward, how much additional 
debt and how many low-return projects will the com-
pany have to bring onto its balance sheet?

A skeptic may say that Ping An Real Estate is so insig-
nificant in the Ping An empire that its demise doesn’t 
matter. Real estate accounted for only 4.5% of its total 
investments as of the first half, down from 5.5% in 2021. 
A believer, meanwhile, might point out that there are 
so many business entanglements under the company 
umbrella that a default from Ping An Real Estate can 
send shudders through important subsidiaries, such as 
Ping An Bank Co.

Globally, as commercial real estate wobbles, investors 
are starting to worry about private equity, given the sco-
pe for future declines in property values. China is no 
exception. Ping An, in Chinese, means tranquility and 
safety. Ping An Real Estate, it turns out, is anything but. 
[Abridged]

Courtesy Bloomberg
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