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noisy, flag-waving political
supporters created a

celebrtory tmosphere Three trade exhibitions open concurrently in Macau to boost key

outside Indonesia’s !
elction commission mdustrles and allgn W|th China’s ‘dual circulation’ economic strategy
yesterday as candidates

started registering for

next year's elections in

the world's third-largest
democracy. More than
2,400 police were deployed
around the General
Election Commission
compound in Jakarta

and roads were blocked
around the building, where
traffic was snarled as

the presidential and vice
presidential candidates
arrived.

RENATO MARQUES

AP PHOTO

Japan A member of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency team
visiting Fukushima for

its first marine sampling
since the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant
started releasing treated
radioactive wastewater
into the sea said yesterday
he does not expect any rise
in radiation levels in the fish
caughtin the regional seas.
The IAEA team watched
flounder and other popular
kinds of fish being caught
off the coast yesterday
and brought on boats to
the Hisanohama portin
southern Fukushima foran
auction.

AP PHOTO

Denmark Northern Europe

braced for bad weather GAM I NG

including gale-force winds
from the east yesterday, RE V I N | l E
with authorities saying

floods could cause major AN D PRO FITS

problems in inland Danish
waters and in the Baltic RISE SHARPLY
Sea. Danish broadcaster )]
TV2 said it likely would

be the worst flooding in MO STLY

110 years, and the Danish
Meteorological Institute ON MACAU
said waves could reach 4

meters along east-facing UPTURN
coasts.
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PLP: COOPERATION
NEEDS REALIZATION

RENATO MARQUES

HE synergies and coo-

peration  agreements
established between com-
panies from the Portu-
guese-speaking countries
(PLP) and China need real
implementation in projects
and cannot stay only at the
level of business contacts,
Mussurd Canté, Secretary
of the State of the Plan and
Regional Integration of Gui-
nea-Bissau, said, in repre-
sentation of the all the PLP

In a speech delivered
at the inauguration of
the 1st China-Portuguese
-speaking Countries Eco-
nomic and Trade Expo -
Macao (C-PLPEX), Canté

C-PLPEX

said Macau SAR has been
playing a very important
role as a platform that has
brought the PLP many
opportunities that they
value and have used.

Nevertheless, “The sy-
nergies and cooperation
between enterprises cannot
be limited to the organiza-
tion of business matching
sessions but should pass
also through the imple-
mentation of concrete and
specific  entrepreneurial
projects and partnerships
from PLP and China, which
will gradually promote mu-
tual trade and investment,”
she said.

The PLP representative
also noted the 1st C-PLPEX

is “an opportunity to res-
pond to the challenges of
globalization and to pro-
mote the social and eco-
nomic development of all
those involved.”

MACAU WITH ADDED
ROLES ON BLUEECONOMY
Minutes earlier in the
speech officially launching
the event, Fan Shijie, re-
presentative of the Minis-
try of Commerce of the
People’s Republic of China
and Director-General of
the Department of Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan
Affairs, had said Macau’s
role as the link between the
maritime Silk Road will be
reinforced, considering the

IPIM, MAINLAND TO TALK TO EASE
CUSTOMS FOR PLP PRODUCTS

RENATO MARQUES

E Macao Trade and
Investment Promotion
Institute (IPIM) will meet
central government autho-

rities to facilitate the entry of

products from Portuguese-
speaking countries (PLP) to
the Chinese market, the pre-
sident of IPIM, Vincent U,
said on the sidelines of the
inauguration of the 28th Ma-
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cao International Trade and
Investment Fair.

Asked about the many
problems that still make the
entry of PLP products into
the Chinese market diffi-
cult, U told media, “we will
promote more measures fa-
vorable for the PLP produc-
ts, which include, besides
the easing of access to the
Macau market, the promo-
tion of products to enter the

i
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mainland and the Chinese
market.”

“This involves several
customs-related issues, and
we know that there are se-
veral difficulties, but we will
communicate with main-
land authorities so PLP pro-
ducts can enter directly into
the Chinese market through
the [special economic zone].
We will try to support the
work for the PLP as much as

purpose of Sino-Portugue-
se cooperation in the blue
economy.

“We will implement
the spirit of President Xi
Jinping’s speech at the 3rd
Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation,
which articulated the pro-
motion of China’s partici-
pation in the construction
of the Belt and Road initia-
tive with the PLP.

We will promote the
joint participation of Chi-
na and PLP in the Belt and
Road initiative construc-
tion and we will give full
play to the Macau role as
a keynote on the maritime
Silk Road, deepen Sino-
-Portuguese cooperation
in the maritime economy,
and promote the smooth
flow of trade between Chi-
na and Portugal,” Fan said.

The same official added
China will also raise the le-
vel of investment and cul-
tivate momentum for eco-
nomic development.

Fan noted that for the
Ministry of Commerce of
the People’s Republic of
China, the 1st C-PLPEX
is “an opportunity for the
transaction of high-quali-
ty commodities from PLP
and the landing of corpo-
ration projects with poten-
tial. To promote that, you
must have enough tangible
results inside Portuguese
economic entry areas.”

Another area that the
central government wan-
ts to see developed is the
Sino-Portuguese e-com-
merce cross-border coo-
peration.

possible,” the same official
said.

Addressing the results of
the IPIM’s activities of pro-
motion and business visits
, the President noted that
when a delegation visited
Portugal last April, the IPIM
was able to negotiate with
entrepreneurs from the Ma-
deira Archipelago, which
resulted in some of these
entrepreneurs attending this
year’slst C-PLPEX.

The Macau government is
interested in deepening the
relationship with the Portu-
guese Archipelago, which is
famous for its wine and for
Cristiano Ronaldo, U noted.
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C-PLPEX

Cu

ORTUGALS vice-mi-

nister for Economy,
Pedro Cilinio, yesterday
said his country wants
to broaden ties with the
Chinese region beyond
cultural links, eyeing in-
vestment in renewable
energies and the blue eco-
nomy.

“Macau has so far been
explored very much in a
logic of what the cultural
ties with Portugal are. We
want to go beyond that,”
Cilinio remarked, in an
interview with Lusa News
Agency on the sidelines of
the inaugural C-PLPEX in
Cotai.

Cilinio emphasized
that while cultural con-
nections provide a base
for potential future busi-
ness development, Por-
tugal is keen on exploring
other sectors that are
“enhanced by the Portu-
guese presence in the ter-

ritory.”
He cited renewable
energies and the blue eco-

nomy as prime examples,
recognizing the repre-
sentation of companies
in these sectors at the
C-PLPEX.

He noted the signifi-
cant representation of the
Global Ocean Forum at
the event, underlining the
importance of the blue
economy for the Greater
Bay Area’s development.

“Portugal, in this sco-
pe, has a set of ‘know-
-how’ specialties that

Portugal wants
new business with
Macau, beyond
tural ties

can enhance these types
of connections,” he told
Lusa.

Addressing the hur-
dles faced by Portuguese
entrepreneurs  entering
the Chinese market, Cili-
nio acknowledged conti-
nuous efforts to “identify
the difficulties and find
the solutions” to foster
smoother market entry in
the future.

In the interview with
the Portuguese agency,
he underscored the Grea-
ter Bay as a “very interes-
ting project,” with a clear
vision and many steps
ahead to facilitate busi-
ness for Portuguese-s-
peaking countries in the
region.

Moreover, marking a
new chapter in Sino-Por-
tuguese economic coo-
peration, Cilinio reflected
on the initial phase whe-
re Chinese investments
were made in strategic as-
sets in Portugal.

According to Lusa, he
now sees a shift towards
concrete investment in-
tentions in pivotal areas
like electric mobility and
sustainability,  aligning
with European interests.

In the first half of this
year, Chinese investment
in Portugal saw a 10%
increase, amounting to
around 3.5 billion euros,
highlighting a “promising
trajectory in bilateral eco-
nomic engagements,” he
concluded. PC
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PLPEX re-brands for main role in MIF

RENATO MARQUES

HE former Portuguese

Speaking Countries Pro-

ducts and Services Exhi-

bition — Macao (PLPEX)
has re-branded itself this year, be-
coming the 1st China-Portugue-
se-speaking Countries Economic
and Trade Expo — Macao (C-PL-
PEX).

C-PLPEX, which has run as a
stand-alone event concurrently
with the Macao International
Trade and Investment Fair (MIF)
since 2017, is also taking the main
role in the 28th MIE which began
yesterday.

According to the Macao Tra-
de and Investment Promotion
Institute (IPIM), which organizes
the events, the idea to rebrand
PLPEX to C-PLPEX came as part
of the activities that celebrate the
20th anniversary of the Forum for
Economic and Trade Cooperation
between China and Portuguese
-speaking Countries (Macao) (Fo-
rum Macau).

IPIM said the elevation of sta-
tus aims to nurture brands origi-
nating in China and Portuguese-
-speaking countries, organizing
officials and enterprise represen-
tatives from both sides to join the
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event and to introduce a greater
variety of products and broader
possibilities or trade deals and
partnerships.

With almost 300 exhibitors, the
C-PLPEX will take a central role in
this year’s MIE presenting a varie-
ty of products and services in whi-
ch the agri-food sector has a clear
prevalence.

Technology, particularly ser-
vices and platforms linked to the
promotion of services and goods
on the internet, is also present this
year and includes representatives
from Macau.Speaking to the me-
dia, Lio Son Wan, a representative
of Gen Z Digital Culture and En-
tertainment (Macao) Technolo-
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gy Co. Ltd., noted the company’s
scope in internet promotion.

He said the MIF’s main goal in
participating this year is to pro-
mote several mainland internet
promotion and sales platforms
that the company is part of to the
markets of Portugal and Brazil.

The same representative said
that, so far, the company has few
contacts in those countries and
so the participation in the event
aims to “open doors.”

Also interviewed by the me-
dia, Nilo Santiago, Senior Adviser
on International Relations of the
[Brazilian] Instituto Jovem Expor-
tador (Young Exporter Institute),
said over 20 companies are show-

casing their products - mostly
from the agro-food sector - at the
fair.

Santiago said all these com-
panies are new to the event and
the relationship with China. Parti-
cipation from C-PLPEX, as well as
the contacts made through IPIM,
have been important to provide
small and medium enterprises in
areas of Brazil, such as the State of
Mato Grosso do Sul, to enter the
export market with very unique
products from the Amazon rain-
forest. Other products are already
well known, such as coffee and
some that are starting to arrive in
Asia like the Acai.

Santiago said Brazilian expor-
ters mainly face logistics issues
shipping products to Asia in gene-

ral and China in particular.

He is attending this year’s event
to present a new shipping route,
which he said opened about one
month ago.

Named the “Bioceanic Route,”
the new route links Central Bra-
zil to Asia and Oceania passing
through Paraguay, Argentina, and
Chile. It promises to reduce the
time of transportation of goods by
maritime route to 17 days.

On the new route, goods are
shipped via the Ports of Iquique
or Antofagasta (in Chile), unlike
existing routes that only use the
Port of Santos in the city of Sao
Paulo. Santiago said the change
not only saves time but also a lot
of money as the new route will cut
on shipping costs.

MIF RUNS UNTIL SUNDAY UNDER

JIHETHEME MORETHAN BUSINESS

THE 28th Macao International
Trade & Investment Fair (MIF) will
run until Sunday (Oct. 22 at 6 p.m.)
with days 2 to 4 (Oct. 20to 22)
opento the public.

Besides the MIF and the 1st
C-PLPLEX, the fair is running

concurrently with the 2023 Macao
Franchise Expo (MFE) exhibition.
The multievent also includes
CHEXPO Macao 2023, and Sci-
ence and Technology Week 2023
to take advantage of the synergy
effects.
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GBA SURVEY SUGGESTS SALARY RISE IN 2024

Macau employees may receive a higher salary next year,
according to the 2023 Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area Pay and Benefit Survey, local media has reported.

The survey has forecast salary growth between 2.8% and

3.3% for Macauin 2024, with frontline workers expected to

see the biggest gains. Salary growth for Hong Kong's workers
was projected to be between 3.5% and 3.8%. Almost 183,000
employees responded to the poll, which was rolled out

across the entire Greater Bay Area. Twenty-one of the firms
represented are Macau-based.

MACAU CHAMPION LEE TEES
UP SHOT AT THE BIG TIME

MinWoo Lee's American dream is on the brink of coming to
fruition. After honing his skills onthe DP World Tour, the highly
regarded Australian has risen to 45th in the world rankings.

Lee has a pair of wins on the DP World Tour and is coming off a
30-under-par performance to win the Macao Open on the Asian
Tour last week. Although he has not yet secured his 2024 PGA
Tour card, Leeisin an excellent position to do so. The 25-year-
old plans to play regularly in the US for the first time next year
and already has plans to relocate to Las Vegas, where he will stay
with PGA Tour buddy Kurt Kitayama until he finds a place of his
own, according to China Daily.

CASINO HEIRESS, ACTOR-HUSBAND
ENJOY TENNIS DATE

Laurinda Ho and her actor husband, Shawn Dou, showed
their best selves as spectators at the ATP Masters 1000
Shanghai tennis tournament, according to Chinese media.
During the match, the couple openly exchanged sweet gazes
and subtle public displays of affection, prompting many
Chinese social media users to express admiration for their
relationship. "As expected from newlyweds, they look really
happy,” one user commented. Ho and Dou had a multimillion-
dollar wedding in April this year. They have been residing

in a luxurious apartment in Shanghai ever since. Ho, 32, is

the daughter of the late casino mogul, Stanley Ho, and his
third wife, Ina Chan. Her father was renowned for his casino
empire, and Forbes estimated her mother's net worth at
around $1 billion.
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PROSECUTOR EXPLAINS SECOND
DEFENDANTS LINK IN ARCHIVED
CASES AS COINCIDENCE

ANTHONY LAM

SSISTANT prosecutor

general Kong Chi said
it was a coincidence that
he had contacted second
defendant Choi Sao Ieng
before and after he archi-
ved some cases, local me-
dia has reported.

Concerning a criminal
case in 2012, Kong told
the court he had lawfully
retrieved HKD100,000 in
custody for witness Wong
Kuong Fei and accused
Wong of making ungrou-
nded accusations that
Kong took bribes.

There were two cases
concerning Lei Sio Kun
in early 2013, the accused
in a 2012 case. Kong, who
was not handling the ca-
ses, was said to have pas-
sed information about the
cases to Wong so that the
latter could seek recon-
ciliation with Lei. Both
cases were ultimately ar-
chived.

Stating he could not re-
member if he had viewed
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documentation on the
two latter cases, Kong
wondered why the docu-
ments that ended up at
the Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) were
in Wong’s possession in
the first place. He admi-
tted to suggesting Wong
seek reconciliation.

It was revealed that in
2014, Kong had archived a
case about the use of for-
ged documents to acquire
a Macau ID. The four de-
fendants were said to have
requested HKD300,000
from the accused.

The prosecution said
Kong’s bank account had
received MOP75,000 in
two instalments after ar-
chiving the Macau ID
case. In reply, Kong explai-
ned the fund movements
by saying he had regularly
contacted Choi about cur-
rency exchange. He said it
was coincidence that the
time of archive matched
that of the bank deposit.

For another sham mar-
riage case handled by
Kong in 2014, the four de-
fendants were said to have
requested MOP50,000 as
graft. Based on the then
text messages between
Kong and Choi shown on
court, the prosecution
asked Kong what exactly
he was requested to resol-
ve. In response, Kong said
it might have been related
to hiring a lawyer.

In the same year, two
people from Jiangxi Pro-

vince were accused of
offering a ride to illegal
entrants. The vehicle was
retained under custody.
Kong handled the case
and ultimately archived
it. On this, Kong said he
had not passed paper
strips with Choi’s phone
number to the suspects,
nor was he clear if they
had contacts.

Once again, conver-
sation transcripts were
shown in court. It was
alleged Kong had asked
Choi if “it was received.”
The presiding judge asked
Kong to explain what “re-
ceived” meant, and Kong
said he meant if the case
had been taken and if a
lawyer had been appoin-
ted. He said the fact that
the time of archive mat-
ched that of the conver-
sation was a mere coinci-
dence.

The CCAC found seve-
ral documents in Kong’s
office noting people, the
handling prosecutors, the
amount in custody and
the case number, among
other details. He said he
did not write all these do-
cuments, and that “every
now and then” he wou-
Id receive requests from
people - not only Choi.

The indictment noted
Choi had rented an offi-
ce between September
2012 and February 2016
and had offered it to Kong
without remuneration to
use as the registered ad-

dress for two Hunan asso-
ciations.

Kong said he was told
by Choi that she admi-
nistered the premises.
He said he was unaware
of that until receiving the
indictment.

On this ground, the
prosecution doubted that
using an apartment for
free can already be con-
sidered a type of advan-
tage. Kong replied it had
nothing to do with his
cases, and that he did not
consider it a benefit ari-
sing from the commission
of crimes.

In March 2014, a case
Kong handled and archi-
ved involved a person,
Wu Kuok Leong, accused
of swindling. It has been
alleged Kong and the

other defendants had
requested HKD76,000
from Wu.

At the time of the re-
trieval of funds under
custody, Kong and Choi
had several phone con-
versations, while the
fourth defendant, Kuan
Hoi Lon, collected the
funds under custody for
Wu, which equated to
HKD76,000.

Kong was asked why
Kuan knew the money
was available for collec-
tion, and said that every-
thing was conducted as
per due procedures.

He also said he had not
leaked any secrets to ex-
ternal case stakeholders.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 20.10.2023

T

4 MacauDaily mrisaes s

INMesS

page 5
ADVERTORIAL

SUPPORTING ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION
Melco highlights Macau's appeal
as a key business and leisure
destination in the Philippines

support of the Macau gover-
nment’s drive to attract inter-
national travelers and diversify
visitor sources to the city, Melco
Resorts & Entertainment last week
hosted an event titled ‘Glow Your
Way to Macau’ at City of Dreams
Manila to promote Macau's appeal
as a key destination for meetings,
incentives, conventions and exhi-
bitions (MICE) and leisure. Joined
by representatives from Macau’s
business associations and tourism
and MICE sectors, the event went
beyond being an introduction
to Melco's hotel, entertainment,
dining, and exhibition facilities in
Macau to entice attendees with
the diverse historical and cultural
offerings and attractions availab-
le across the city. Showcasing the
Company’s unwavering commit-
ment to promoting Macau as a
global hub for both leisure and bu-
siness travelers, the establishment
of Melco's first sales office in the
Philippines at City of Dreams Mani-
la, together with forthcoming sales
offices soon to be opened in Hong
Kong, Singapore and the Republic
of Cyprus, was also announced.

Mr. David Sisk, Melcos Chief
Operating Officer - Macau Resorts,
said, “In alignment with the Macau
government’s vision of diversifying
visitor sources and propelling sus-
tained economic growth, the objec-
tive of our ‘Glow Your Way to Macau’
event is to attract a greater influx of
international visitors by enhancing
their perception of Macau. Throu-
gh highlighting Macau’s appeal as a

David Sisk

\ﬂi INELCO _;

Sharlene Batin

Vincent U

key destination for business and lei-
sure travelers, we aim to entice local
stakeholders and travelers from the
Philippines to visit Macau with its
abundance of exciting historical
and cultural offerings.”

Ms. Maria Helena de Senna
Fernandes, Director of the Macao
Government Tourism Office, said,
“Following the activation of Melco’s
Macao Regional Sales Office last
month here in Manila, this event
celebrates the opening of a bran-
d-new avenue to boost tourism
relations between the Philippines
and Macao. Melco Resorts needs
no introduction neither in the Phili-
ppines nor in Macao, and I am very
encouraged to see Melco leverage
its well-established tourism brand
to drive visitor flows between our
two sides.”

b S L T

{0 MELCO

Mr. Vincent U, President of
the Macao Trade and Investment
Promotion Institute, said, “In our
goal to spearhead and accelerate
Macau’s sector development, it is
great to see Melco continue to im-
plement its drive to promote the
city and its MICE infrastructure
to overseas markets such as the
Philippines. In collaboration with
cross-sector stakeholders in Ma-
cau, IPIM will strive to attract more
international enterprises to hold
annual conferences, summits and
professional exhibitions in the city,
both on aregional and global scale.”

Ms. Sharlene Batin, Regional
Director, The Philippine Depart-
ment of Tourism — National Capital
Region, said, “Today’s showcasing
event has offered exciting insight
into the allure of the city of Macau.

We anticipate and look forward to
the positive exchanges to be made
between both leisure and business
travelers from the Philippines and
the Greater Bay Area as a result.”
Melco had the esteemed pri-
vilege of welcoming Ms. Sharlene
Batin, Regional Director, The Phi-
lippine Department of Tourism —
National Capital Region; Ms. Maria
Helena de Senna Fernandes, Direc-
tor of Macau Government Tourism
Office; and Mr. Vincent U U Sang,
President of Macao Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Institute, as
guest speakers for the event. In ad-
dition, the event was attended by
guests of honor including Mr. Andy
Wu, Chairman of Travel Industry
Council of Macau; Mr. Osborn Lo,
Chairman of Macau Federal Com-
mercial Association of Convention

& Exhibition Industry; Mr. Kenny
Lee Koi Ian, Chairman of Macau
Youth Entrepreneur Association;
Ms. Jocelyn Wong, Chairman of
Macau Hotel Association; Mr. He
Hai Ming, Chairman of Macao
Association of Convention, Exhi-
bition and Tourism Sectors; Mr. Je-
ffrey Vong Chiok Va, Vice President
of Industrial Association of Macau;
Mr. Paul Wong, Chairman of Ma-
cau Leisure Tourism Services Inno-
vation Association; Ms. May Wong,
Vice-Chairman of Macau Hotelier
and Innkeepers Association; Mr.
Leong Sio Pan, Vice-Chairman and
Secretary-in-Chief of Macau Tra-
vel Agency Association; Ms. Jenny
Chung Ching Yee, President of The
Association of Advertising Agents
of Macau; Mr. Navi Sit Man Chong,
Council Member of Macau Fair
and Trade Association; Mr. Roberto
Zozobrado, President of Tourism
Congress of the Philippines; Ms.
Fe Abling-Yu, President of Phili-
ppine Tour Operators Association;
and Ms. Patria Chiong, President
of Philippine Travel Agencies Asso-
ciation; along with Dr. Kent Wong,
Chief Advisor of Melco, Mr. Kevin
Benning, Senior Vice President
of Melco and Property General
Manager of Studio City; and Mr.
Ben Leong, Vice President, Global
Marketing of City of Dreams Mani-
la and representatives from various
local government departments,
plus over 100 local companies in-
cluding travel agencies, tourism-re-
lated organizations, and renowned
enterprises.

As one of Macau’s integrated
resort operators awarded with the
highest number of MICHELIN-s-
tars, Melco’s award-winning culi-
nary team from Macau were invi-
ted to craft a sensational 6-course
dinner for all guests at the event.
Demonstrating the Company’s
commitment to providing unpa-
ralleled dining and hospitality, the
experience left a lasting impression
on attendees and further highligh-
ted Macau’s position as a UNESCO-
-designated Creative City of Gastro-
nomy.
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SOME CATERERS HALT
NORMAL BUSINESS TO

40% more part time
positions in 2H2023

TH a series of

festive, busi-
ness or entertainment
events in the second
half of the year, 40%
more part time vacan-
cies are available than
in the first half of the
year, local media has
reported.

Salaries have rea-
ched at least MOP70
per hour, higher than
the average in the first
half of the year, be-

tween MOP50 and
MOP60.
An unnamed human

resources agency has
noted there are many
major events in the
last quarter of the year.

However, preparations
need to start early, re-
quiring many event
organizers to start hi-
ring part time workers
around the middle of
the year, as reported by
Chinese media.

The human resour-
ces agency said new
business arrivals and
adjusting down-stream
operations in the ga-
ming industry are ex-
pected to need part
time workers to fill va-
cancies before the pic-
ture becomes clearer.

Recruiting part time
workers is a much ea-
sier process compared
with full time workers.

In terms of attrac-
tiveness, it was noted
that the easy recruit-
ment procedure is also
enticing to jobseekers.
Some positions requi-
ring higher qualifica-
tions may offer sala-
ries up to MOP100 per
hour, which can attract
many young people.

The economy’s re-
covery rate will dictate
the workforce’s expan-
sion rate, the human
resources agency said.
It did not rule out the
possibility that brands
will open stores for the
coming festivals, which
will create the need for
a bigger workforce. AL

SUPPORT FAIR EXPOSURE

Association of Food and Be-
verage Merchants of Macao,

expos and fairs, such as the

A- number of local cate-
ers will suspend bu- upcoming Food Festival,

siness to display products
at food expos or fairs, local

media has reported.

Many local eateries have
struggled since the lifting
of disease control measures
due to their locations in tra-
ditional residential areas.
traveled
from these areas out of Ma-
cau without a comparable
number of tourists entering
Macau, the representative
of a regional realty agency

People have

has noted.

Fung Kin Fu, deputy exe-
cutive director of the United

products,

echoed this opinion and
added that business in the
upcoming two months will
generally be busier.

Some caterers in traditio-
nal districts will participate
in expos and display their fairs.
departing from
the usual practice of pos-
ting on social media, Fung
told Macao Daily News.

He said the number of
caterers registering for re-
cent expos and fairs has
outnumbered the quotas
provided by respective or-
ganizers. To attend these

over-period.

these caterers will suspend
business operations to fo-
cus on the special events,
Fung said. Their shops will
provide backing services to
the operations at expos and

Fung also said that most
caterers would earn several
times more revenue at the
annual Food Festival than
theywouldhaveviastandard
shop operations

Fung said caterers in tou-
rist areas would need to ex-
pand their workforce. AL

period-

CORPORATE BITS

Morpheus receives World’s Most

Beautiful Hotels UNESCO award

Morpheus, located at
City of Dreams in Cotai,
has been recognized as
one of the world's most
beautiful hotels by Prix
Versailles, the world ar-
chitecture and design
award at UNESCO.

This makes it the only
hotel in Macau to "re-
ceive this esteemed re-
cognition,” the company
said yesterday in a press

release.

Morpheus stands as
"a unique architectu-
ral marvel," being the
world's first free-form
exoskeleton high-rise,
a creation of the late
Dame Zaha Hadid.

The Prix Versailles,
held annually at UNES-
CO since 2015, honors
exemplary projects glo-
bally that embody in-

novation, local heritage
reflection and intelligent
sustainability, conside-
ring their ecological, so-
cial and cultural impacts.

Lawrence Ho, Chair-
man and CEO of Melco
Resorts & Entertain-
ment, expressed his gra-
titude stating, "we are
humbled and honored
by Morpheus being listed
among the world's most
beautiful hotels by the
esteemed Prix Versailles
at UNESCO. The acco-
lade enhances Melco's
positioning as a global
premium brand that ex-
tends beyond gaming to
elevate luxury hospitality
standards.”

This isn't the first honor
for Morpheus. After its
2018 opening, TIME Ma-
gazinenameditone of the
world's greatest places,
and in 2019, it clinched
a Prix Versailles regional
award for hotels, Central
and Northeast Asia.

Innovative treatments blending Chinese

medicine and modern science at Four Seasons

e o

The Four Seasons Hotel spa
introduces "001 Skincare Lon-
don" by Ada Ooi, blending Chi-
nese medicine with modern

science through a "Unique
Transdermal Waterzyme Relea-
se" skincare system, aimed at
"personalized, effective skinca-
re solutions,” a statement from
the Cotai hotel reads.

The system melds "Bespoke
Hydro-Complex" and "Bespoke
Lipo-Complex" to address na-

tural ageing and hormonal
changes, "revitalizing cell com-
munication and skin balance
using proven actives and an-
tioxidants.”

The Four Seasons note says
"the products target both in-
ternal imbalances and external
skin issues, extending benefits
post-treatment.”

Four specially formulated
massage oils, based on tradi-
tional Chinese medicine, "pro-

mote holistic wellness."

The products, infused with
Eastern herbs and modern pa-
tented substances, are vegan-
-friendly, ethically produced and
packaged sustainably, the note
adds.

Exclusively at The Spa, two
new treatments are offered
this fall. Medic Brush-Cup and
Gua Sha Tension Release "utili-
zes dry brush, glide cupping and
microSculpt gua sha technique
to relieve longstanding physical
and mental tension, enhancing
blood circulation and muscle
flexibility.”

The Bespoke microSculpt®
Medic Gua Sha Facial, "a clever
fusion of gua sha, acupressure
and lymphatic drainage, rejuve-
nates facial contours using tai-
lored formulations of patented
actives and botanicals, known
among the A-List for its visible
lifting effects, making it a pre-
ferred choice for high-profile
events.”
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GAMING | Q32023

LVS revenue and profits rise
sharply, mostly on Macau upturn

PAULO COUTINHO

N Q3 2023, Las Vegas Sands
Corp (LVS) showcased a pro-
mising recovery, particular-
ly in its Macau operations,
buoyed by the resurgence in tra-
vel and tourism following the ea-
sing of pandemic restrictions.

The company yesterday [Ma-
cau time] reported a notable in-
crease in both revenue and profit,
exceeding Wall Street expecta-
tions.

The reported quarterly net
revenue almost tripled to $2.80
billion, from $1.01 billion the pre-
vious year, driven by heightened
gaming volumes and retail sales
stemming from the influx of tou-
rists to Macau and Singapore.

The Macau operations witnes-
sed a surge in both gaming and
non-gaming segments, contribu-
ting to a robust financial perfor-
mance for the quarter.

The Adjusted Property Earnin-

gs Before Interest, Taxes, Depre-
ciation and Amortization (EBI-
TDA) for Sands China Limited
stood at $631 million. Additio-
nally, the firm’s consolidated Ad-

justed Property EBITDA reached
$1.12 billion.

The financial results also re-
vealed a net income of $449
million for the quarter, showca-

sing a strong rebound from a net
loss of $380 million in the same
quarter of the previous year.

The booming tourism sector
played a pivotal role in this up-
turn.

Macau and Singapore both
saw a dramatic increase in visita-
tion, with Macau’s visitation sur-
passing three million in August, a
first since the onset of the pande-
mic.

This influx was a result of eased
pandemic restrictions, propelling
LVS’s revenue growth, particular-
ly from the mass segment in its
properties like The Londoner and
The Venetian in Cotai, as opposed
to the VIP segment.

The encouraging figures
prompted a 5.13% rise in LVS’s
shares in post-market trading
following the announcement.

Furthermore, Sands China
Ltd reported a total net revenue
of $1.78 billion, a remarkable re-
covery from $251 million in Q3

2022, and a net income of $231
million, reversing the net loss of
$472 million from the previous
year’s corresponding quarter.

The promising Q3 2023 results
underscore the strategic impor-
tance of Macau in LVS’s portfolio,
with the recovery in travel and
tourism spending in the region
significantly contributing to the
company’s revenue growth and
overall financial recovery.

“As the Macau market reve-
nues continue to recover, our
margins will naturally bene-
fit from the improved business
mix,” Patrick Dumont, president
and COO of Las Vegas Sands said.

However, LVS still sees its Ma-
cau business being hindered by
travel challenges.

In the conference call yes-
terday, Dumont said the com-
pany’s Macau business has seen
slower returns from lower-spen-
ding consumers since the region
reopened post-pandemic, which
he attributes to still-hampered
travel methods.

He said that visitation to Ma-
cau from some parts of China is
still lower than in 2019 as a result
of transportation challenges.

“The recovery story is not fully
there in terms of air travel and in
terms of accessibility,” he said. “I
think it’s on the way, but it’s not
fully back.”
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CHA BEI - Redefining Cafe Culture with an Eclectic Mix

of Food, Fashion, Travel, Art Design and Community

CHA BEl, a name derived from the Chinese termn for “tea  share thelr remarkable encounters on soclal media. lts
cup®, stands out prominently in the Galaxy Macau™s  menu features a diverse amray of fresh, health-conscious
dining scene due to its unique decor. With its pastel hues  dishes with an intermational flair, and CHA BE| maintains a
and exquisite floral decorations gracing the interior, this  high standard in the preparation of its savory selections.

establishment, which doubles as both a cake shop and a
tea salon, offers a truly distinctive experience to guests.
Adomed with exquisite floral arrangements and pastel
walls, the interior serves as a tranquil backdrop, providing
solace for solitary moments while simultaneously becoming
a captivating focal point. This enchanting ambiance
enhances the overall experience, beckoning guests to

The recipes are a harmonious blend of delectable flavors
and wholesome nutrition, utilizing only the finest

and unadulterated ingredients sourced from
across the globe. In doing so, CHA BEIl is to
transform ordinary dishes into gastronomic

Photoganic ow x
masterpieces.

WEardon-like Fu

Green Eating: Limited Vegetarian Special

In light of the celebration of “World Vegetarian
Month”, CHA BEIl has unveiled a limited-time
vegetarian menu in autumn, designed to satiate
your palate with delectable and high-fiber
nutritional offerings.

We are delighted to present two standout creations:
the traditional Greek cassercle "Vegetable
Moussaka" and a vegetarian Beef Wellington, which

Is made with IMPOSSIBLE™ plant-based meat.  colors, flavors, and textures.

T SR T T Distoverthe beauty of CHA BE

These Greek-inspired delicacies offer fusion of
flavors and textures that will captivate most
disceming palates. Our Thousand-Fleu Pie is a
culinary masterpiece that brings the essence of
autumn with the robust flavors of eggplants, paired
with fragrant tomato sauce. Also, the plant-based
Beef Wellington is a must-try. Encased in a golden
pastry and accompanied by a mushroom walnut
pures, this dish boasts a perfect combination of

o P o
|
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US REPORT

China is building up its nuclear weapons
arsenal faster than previous projections

TARA COPP & LOLITA C.
BALDOR, WASHINGTON

Pentagon report on Chi-

na’s military power says

Beijing is exceeding pre-

ious projections of how

quickly it is building up its nuclear

weapons arsenal and is “almost

certainly” learning lessons from

Russia’s war in Ukraine about

what a conflict over Taiwan might
look like.

The report released yesterday
also warns that China may be pur-
suing a new intercontinental mis-
sile system using conventional
arms that, if fielded, would allow
Beijing “to threaten conventional
strikes against targets in the con-
tinental United States, Hawaii and
Alaska.”

The China report comes a
month before an expected mee-
ting between Chinese leader Xi
Jinping and President Joe Biden
on the sidelines of next month's
Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion summit in San Francisco.

The annual report, required by
Congress, is one way the Penta-
gon measures the growing mili-
tary capabilities of China, which
the U.S. government sees as its
key threat in the region and Ame-
rica’s primary long-term security
challenge.

But after Hamas’s Oct. 7 attacks
on Israel, the U.S. has been forced
again to focus on the Middle East,
instead of its widely promoted pi-
vot to the Pacific to counter Chi-

DIPLOMACY

Russia’s foreign minister offers security

AP PHOTO

This image from video provided by the Department of Defense, shows an intercept
of a U.S. warplane by Chinese aircraft in the Pacific Ocean in June 2022

na’s growth. The U.S. is rushing
weapons to Israel while conti-
nuing to support and deliver mu-
nitions to Ukraine in its 20-month
struggle to repel Russia’s invasion.

Still, the Pentagon’s national
defense strategy is shaped around
China remaining the greatest se-
curity challenge for the U.S., and
that the threat from Beijing will
determine how the U.S. military
is equipped and shaped for the
future.

The Pentagon report builds on
the military’s warning last year
that China was expanding its nu-
clear force much faster than U.S.
officials had predicted, highli-
ghting a broad and accelerating
buildup of military muscle desig-
ned to enable Beijing to match or

surpass U.S. global power by mi-
dcentury.

Last year’s report warned that
Beijing was rapidly modernizing
its nuclear force and was on tra-
ck to nearly quadruple the num-
ber of warheads it has to 1,500 by
2035. The United States has 3,750
active nuclear warheads.

The 2023 report finds that Bei-
jing is on pace to field more than
1,000 nuclear warheads by 2030,
continuing a rapid moderniza-
tion aimed at meeting Xi’s goal of
having a “world class” military by
2049.

After the previous report, Chi-
na accused the U.S. of ratcheting
up tensions and Beijing said it was
still committed to a “no first use”
policy on nuclear weapons.

talks with North Korea and China

The Pentagon has seen no indi-
cation that China is moving away
from that policy but assesses there
may be some circumstances whe-
re China might judge that it does
not apply, a senior U.S. defense
said without providing details.
The official briefed reporters We-
dnesday on condition of anony-
mity before the report’s release.

The U.S. does not adhere to a
“no first use” policy and says nu-
clear weapons would be used only
in “extreme circumstances.”

The report said China is in-
tensifying military, diplomatic
and economic pressure not only
on Taiwan but also toward all its
regional neighbors to push back
against what its sees as U.S. effor-
ts to contain its rise. The pressure
against Taipei includes ballistic
missile overflights, increased war-
plane incursions into its interna-
tional defense zone and a large-s-
cale military exercise last August
that encircled Taiwan.

Beijing has vowed to bring
Taiwan under its control, by force
if necessary. Xi has given his mili-
tary until 2027 to develop the mi-
litary capability to retake the self-
-ruled island that is part of China’s
territory.

The U.S. has committed
billions of dollars in military wea-
pons to Taiwan to build up its de-
fenses and help it rebuff any po-
tential attack.

But China also has devoted
billions to its military. According
to its public budget numbers,

AP PHOTO

China’s military spending for 2023
rose 7.2% to 1.58 trillion yuan, or
$216 billion in U.S. dollars, out-
pacing its economic growth. U.S.
officials say the actual figure may
be much higher. Beijing says it
implements a defensive military
policy to protect the country’s in-
terests.

The report also noted that
China has increased its harass-
ment of U.S. warplanes flying in
international airspace in the re-
gion and recorded more than 180
instances where Chinese aircraft
aggressively intercepted U.S. mi-
litary flights.

The report focuses on Chi-
na’s activities in 2022, but does
look at the U.S. overflight of Chi-
na’s spy balloon and how a lack
of communication between the
two militaries increased the risk
of escalation. It does not include
the latest war between Israel and
Hamas, but it found that Beijing
is using what it learned from the
Russia-Ukraine war. China, it
said, is working toward industrial
and economic self-reliance af-
ter seeing the impact of Western
sanctions against Moscow.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
“presented a major, unexpected
challenge” for China, the report
said, forcing it to measure its rela-
tionship and material support to
Russia against the “reputational
or economic costs” it could in-
cur that would impede its overall
goal of rising as a national power.
MDT/AP

USSIA’S foreign mi-

nister proposed regular
security talks with North
Korea and China to deal
with what he described as
increasing U.S.-led regio-
nal military threats, as he
met North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and his top di-
plomat yesterday in Pyon-
gyang.

Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov arrived
in North Korea’s capital on
Wednesday on a two-day
trip expected to focus on
how to boost the two coun-
tries’ defense ties following
a September summit be-
tween Kim and Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Last week, the United
States said North Korea had
transferred munitions to
Russia to boost its fighting
capabilities in Ukraine in
violation of U.N. Security
Council resolutions that
ban any weapons trading
involving North Korea.

Yesterday, Lavrov met
Kim for talks that lasted
about an hour, Russia’s sta-
te-run Tass news agency
reported, without elabora-
ting. Lavrov met his North
Korean counterpart, Choe
Son Hui, earlier and lauded
deepening bilateral colla-
boration.

Lavrov and Choe discus-
sed “resuming full-fledged

contacts” and intensifying
economic cooperation,
the Russian Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement. It
added that Lavrov invited
Choe to visit Moscow “at
her convenience.” The mi-
nistry also said Lavrov re-
commended that Russian
tourists start holidaying in
North Korea.

The Lavrov-Kim mee-
ting “means that the recent
fleet of containers likely
carrying munitions from
North Korea to Russia was
not the last Kim-Putin tran-
saction the world has to
worry about,” said Leif-Eric
Easley, a professor of inter-
national studies at Ewha

University in Seoul.

“After accepting Pyon-
gyang’s help to resupply the
illegal invasion of Ukraine,
Moscow is set to commit
further violations of U.N.
Security Council resolu-
tions by providing North
Korea with weapons tech-
nology that could threaten
stability in East Asia,” Eas-
ley said.

Tass quoted Lavrov as
telling reporters that he
supports holding regular
talks on security issues on
the Korean Peninsula with
North Korea and China.

“The United States, Ja-
pan and South Korea inten-
sifying military activity here

In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry, Kim Jong

Un and Sergey Lavrov greet each other during a meeting in
Pyongyang, yesterday

and Washington working
toward moving strategic
infrastructure, including
nuclear aspects, here, are of
great concern to us and our
North Korean friends,” La-
vrov said, according to Tass.

The recent flurry of di-
plomacy between Russia

and North Korea undersco-
res how their interests are
aligning in the face of their
separate, intensifying con-
frontations with the United
States — North Korea over
its advancing nuclear pro-
gram and Russia over its
war with Ukraine. MDT/AP
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INDONESIA

Presidential candidates register for next
year's elections as supporters cheer

NINIEK KARMINI
& EDNA TARIGAN, JAKARTA

HOUSANDS of noisy,

flag-waving political su-

pporters created a ce-

lebratory  atmosphere
outside Indonesia’s election com-
mission yesterday as candidates
started registering for next year’s
elections in the world’s third-lar-
gest democracy.

More than 2,400 police were
deployed around the General
Election Commission compound
and roads were blocked around
the building in Jakarta where tra-
ffic was snarled as the presidential
and vice presidential candidates
arrived.

Anies Baswedan, an opposi-
tion candidate and former Jakarta
governor, was the first to register
for the presidential race, alongsi-
de his running mate, Muhaimin
Iskandar, the chairman of the Na-
tional Awakening Party or PKB.

Ganjar Pranowo, the ruling
party’s candidate and former Cen-
tral Java governor, registered with
his running mate, Muhammad
Mahfud, the current top security
minister.

The election to succeed Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, who is serving
his second and final term, is sha-
ping up as a three-way race.

Defense Minister Prabowo Su-
bianto, who lost to Widodo in the
last two presidential elections, is
expected to run but it’s not clear
when he will register as he hasn’t
announced his running mate.

The deadline for candidates
to register for the legislative and

JAPAN

AP PHOTO
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Presidential candidate Anies Baswedan (right) and his runnin mate Muhaimin Iskandar upon arrival to the General Election 7

Commission building in Jakarta, yesterday

o |

presidential elections on Feb. 14,
2024, is next Wednesday.

Opinion polls forecast a close
race between Subianto and Pra-
nowo while Baswedan is consis-
tently in third place.

Baswedan, 54, was education
and culture minister before Wido-
do removed him from the cabinet
in 2016.

He was known as a progres-
sive Muslim intellectual but the
religious identity politics in the
2017 election for Jakarta governor
were seen as distancing him from
moderate Muslims. His choice of
Iskandar is seen as an attempt to
rebuild that support.

Iskandar’s PKB party has strong
ties with Indonesia’s largest Isla-
mic organization, Nahdlatul Ula-
ma, which boasts over 45 million
members.

“We bring the idea of change
to be felt by families in Indone-
sia. We want basic needs to be
affordable. Farmers will have a
more prosperous life, fishermen
will have a more prosperous life.
We want there to be equality of
opportunity. ... The basic idea is
that change brings equality and
justice,” Baswedan said at a news
conference at the General Elec-
tion Commission yesterday.

Some of Baswedan’s suppor-
ters who gathered at the election
commission building were from
the groups that held mass protes-
ts in 2016 against Jakarta’s ethnic
Chinese Christian governor, Ba-
suki Tjahaja Purnama, who was
imprisoned for blasphemy after
quoting the Quran in a speech.
Anies galvanized street protests of
hundreds of thousands and capi-

talized on the controversy in his
successful run for governor.

The nationalist party Nasdem
has endorsed him in the upco-
ming presidential election and
praised his achievements in pro-
moting religious and ethnic tole-
rance during his term as gover-
nor.

Pranowo, 54, was a national le-
gislator for the ruling Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle or
PDIP for 10 years before elected
in 2013 for the first of his two ter-
ms as Central Java governor.

Widodo praised Pranowo as
a leader who is close to the peo-
ple and “always goes down to the
grassroots and is very ideological.”

“We want to develop Indone-
sia faster and continue the good
things that have been done by the
current government, to fix what

Exports rise and imports decline in September
as auto shipments to US and Europe climb

APAN'’S exports climbed
4.3% in September from

($410 Dillion),

lance of 62.4 trillion yen
the first

year before.

In the first half of Japan’s

is not good enough and to leave
the bad ones,” Pranowo said in a
news conference.

Pranowo has faced criticism
and backlash from soccer fans af-
ter FIFA eatlier this year stripped
Indonesia of its right to host the
Under-20 World Cup.

He was among those who had
voiced opposition to Israel’s par-
ticipation in the tournament.
Indonesia is the world’s most po-
pulous Muslim-majority nation
and does not have diplomatic re-
lations with Israel.

Subianto, 72, has focused his
ultra-nationalistic campaign on
what he sees as Indonesia’s weak-
ness in the world relative to its
vast land area rich in natural re-
sources and a population of more
than 270 million people.

A longtime commander in In-
donesia’s Kopassus special forces,
Subianto was discharged from
the military in 1998 after Kopas-
sus soldiers tortured activists who
opposed dictator Suharto, his fa-
ther-in-law.

He self-exiled to Jordan before
returning and founding the Ge-
rindra Party in early 2008.

In the past he worked closely
with hardline Islamists to under-
mine his opponents, but lost to
Widodo in 2014 and 2019 elec-
tions which were marred by dirty
campaigning and wild internet
rumors.

Subianto testily refused to ac-
cept both election results, but
decided to join Widodo's Cabinet
after Widodo offered him the de-
fense minister position in a bid for
unity. MDT/AP

toll on exports to China.

“The global electronics
slump seems like it is conti-
nuing with semiconductor
equipment down 14.5%,
contributing to a decline
in exports to China, the bi-
ggest destination of IT pro-
ducts,” ING Economics said
in areport.

Shipments to the U.S.

a year earlier as shipments
of vehicles, machinery and
electronics rose while im-
ports of oil and gas fell shar-
ply, the government said.

Exports totaled 9.2
trillion yen ($61 billion) in
September while imports
fell 16.3% from the year be-
fore to 10.9 trillion yen ($72
billion), according to provi-
sional customs data relea-
sed yesterday.

That left a positive ba-

monthly trade surplus in
three months.

September’s increase in
exports was the biggest gain
since March and was stron-
ger than analysts had ex-
pected. The figures suggest
strong activity in Japan’s
vital manufacturing sector
despite faltering global de-
mand.

Economists said the
drop in imports was mainly
due to base effects from the

fiscal year, from April-Sep-
tember, exports edged up
just 1.4% from a year earlier,
to a record 50.2 trillion yen
($330 billion) while the tra-
de deficit shrank by three-
-quarters to 2.7 trillion yen
($18 billion).

Trade with the rest of
Asia has weakened in the
past half-year, with a drop
in exports of computer
chips and semiconductor
making equipment taking a

and Europe rose, mainly
thanks to strong sales of
autos and auto parts, which
jumped nearly 24%. Expor-
ts of electrical equipment
surged 17% and exports of
machinery were up 18%.

Japan’s imports of oil fell
28% in April-September
from a year earlier, while
imports of liquefied natural
gas sank almost 38% and
imports of coal plunged
37%. MDT/AP
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NORTH KOREA

EVIDENCE SHOWS HAMAS USED NORTH
KOREAN WEAPONS IN ATTACK ON [SRAEL

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

AMAS fighters likely fi-

red North Korean weapons
during their Oct. 7 assault on Is-
rael, a militant video and weapons
seized by Israel show, despite
Pyongyang’s denials that it arms
the militant group.

South Korean officials, two ex-
perts on North Korean arms and
an Associated Press analysis of
weapons captured on the battle-
field by Israel point toward Hamas
using Pyongyang’s F-7 rocket-
-propelled grenade, a shoulder-fi-
red weapon that fighters typically
use against armored vehicles.

The evidence shines a light on
the murky world of the illicit arms
shipments that sanction-battered
North Korea uses as a way to fund
its own conventional and nuclear
weapons programs.

Rocket-propelled grenade lau-
nchers fire a single warhead and
can be quickly reloaded, making
them valuable weapons for guer-
rilla forces in running skirmishes
with heavy vehicles. The F-7 has
been documented in Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon and the Gaza Strip, said

AD b

AP PHOTO

Suspected North Korean-made F-7 rocket-propelled grenades, many with a
distinctive red stripe on their warhead, are seen at an Israeli military base in
southern Israel last Sunday

N.R. Jenzen-Jones, a weapons ex-
pert who works as the director of
the consultancy Armament Re-
search Services.

“North Korea has long suppor-
ted Palestinian militant groups,
and North Korean arms have pre-
viously been documented amon-
gst interdicted supplies,” Jenzen-
-Jones told the AP,

Hamas has published images

of their fighters with a launcher
with a rocket-propelled grenade
with a distinctive red stripe across
its warhead, and other design
elements matching the F-7, said
Matt Schroeder, a senior resear-
cher with Small Arms Survey who
wrote a guide to Pyongyang’s light
weapons.

“It is not a surprise to see Nor-
th Korean weapons with Hamas,”

Schroeder said.

The North Korean F-7 resem-
bles the more widely distributed
Soviet-era RPG-7 rocket-propel-
led grenade, with a few noticeable
differences. Jenzen-Jones descri-
bed the F-7 rocket-propelled gre-
nade as “intended to offer a lethal
effect against personnel” given its
shape and payload, rather than
armored vehicles.

Weapons seized by the Israeli
military and shown to journalists
also included that red stripe and
other design elements matching
the F-7.

In a background briefing with
journalists Tuesday, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff specifically
identified the F-7 as one of the
North Korean weapons it believed
Hamas used in the attack. The Is-
raeli military declined to answer
questions from the AP about the
origin and the manufacturer of
those rocket-propelled grenades,
saying the ongoing war with Ha-
mas prevented it from respon-
ding.

North Korea’s mission to the
United Nations did not respond
to a request for comment from

the AP. However, Pyongyang last
week through its state-run KCNA
news agency dismissed claims
that Hamas used its weapons as
“a groundless and false rumor”
orchestrated by the United States.

Hamas propaganda videos and
photos previously have shown its
fighters with North Korea’s Bulsae
guided anti-tank missile. Jenzen-
-Jones said he believed, based on
imagery of the weapons wielded
by Hamas fighters in the Oct. 7 at-
tack, they also used North Korea’s
Type 58 self-loadingrifle, a variant
of the Kalashnikov assault rifle.

“Many North Korean weapons
have been provided by Iran to mi-
litant groups, and this is believed
to be the primary way by which
Palestinian militants have come
to possess North Korean wea-
pons,” Jenzen-Jones said.

Iran also has modeled some
of its ballistic missiles after North
Korean variants.

Iran’s mission to the United
Nations did not respond to a re-
quest for comment. Officials in
Iran long have supported Hamas
and have praised their assault on
Israel. MDT/AP
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Palestinians trapped find nowhere

IS

safe during Israel’s relentless bombing

SRAELI airstrikes pounded

locations across the Gaza

Strip yesterday, including

parts of the south that Israel
had declared as safe zones, hei-
ghtening fears among more than
2 million Palestinians trapped in
the territory that nowhere was
safe.

In the nearly two weeks since
a devastating Hamas rampage in
southern Israel, the Israeli mili-
tary has has relentlessly attacked
Gaza in response. Even after Is-
rael told Palestinians to evacua-
te the north and head to what
it called “safe zones” in the sou-
th, strikes continued overnight
throughout the densely popula-
ted territory.

A residential building in Khan
Younis, a city in southern Gaza
where hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians had fought shelter,
was among the places hit. Medi-
cal personnel at Nasser Hospital
said they received at least 12 dead
and 40 wounded.

The bombardments came af-
ter Israel agreed Wednesday to

allow Egypt to deliver limited
humanitarian aid to Gaza, the
first crack in a punishing 11-day
siege. Many among Gazas 2.3
million residents have cut down
to one meal a day and resorted to
drinking dirty water.

The announcement of a plan
to bring water, food and other
supplies into Gaza came as fury
over a Tuesday night explosion
at Gaza City’s al-Ahli Hospital

spread across the Middle East.
There were conflicting claims of
who was behind the blast, which
the Hamas-run Health Authority
said had killed hundreds of Pales-
tinians.

Hamas officials in Gaza bla-
med an Israeli airstrike, saying
hundreds were killed. Israel de-
nied it was involved and released
a flurry of video, audio and other
information that it said showed

the blast was instead due to a ro-
cket misfire by Islamic Jihad, ano-
ther militant group operating in
Gaza. Islamic Jihad dismissed the
Israeli claim.

The Associated Press has not
independently verified any of the
claims or evidence.

U.S. President Joe Biden, who
visited Israel on Wednesday, said
data from his Defense Depart-
ment showed the explosion was
not likely caused by an Israeli airs-
trike. The White House later said
an analysis of “overhead imagery,
intercepts and open-source in-
formation” showed Israel was not
behind the attack. But the U.S.
continues to collect evidence.

Video from the scene showed
the hospital grounds strewn with
torn bodies, many of them young
children. Hundreds of wounded
were rushed to Gaza City’s main
hospital, where doctors already
facing critical supply shortages
were sometimes forced to per-
form surgery on the floors, often
without anesthesia.

More than 1 million Palesti-

nians, roughly half of Gaza’s po-
pulation, have fled their homes in
Gaza City.

Following early yesterday’s
airstrikes, sirens wailed as emer-
gency crews rushed to rescue
survivors from a building where
many residents were believed
trapped under misshapen bed
frames, broken furniture and ce-
ment chunks.

A small, soot-covered child,
unconscious and dangling in
the arms of a rescue worker, was
taken out of a damaged building
and rushed toward a waiting am-
bulance.

The Israeli military said it kil-
led a top Palestinian militant in
Rafah, near the Egyptian border,
and hit hundreds of targets across
Gaza, including tunnel shafts,
intelligence infrastructure and
command centers. It said it hit
dozens of mortar launching pos-
ts, most of them immediately af-
ter they launched shells at Israel.
Palestinians have been launching
barrages of rockets at Israel since
the fighting began. MDT/AP
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GAZA STRIP

EU seeks answers to rising
security challenges as Israel-
Hamas war fuels new concerns

LORNE COOK, BRUSSELS

UROPEAN Union
interior ministers
yesterday debated
how to manage the
impact of the war between
Israel and Hamas on the
bloc, amid heightened se-
curity tensions after a fire-
bomb assault on a Berlin
synagogue and killings in
Belgium and France by sus-
pected Islamist extremists.

Officials from across the
27-nation EU have expres-
sed concerns about a rise
in antisemitic attacks, the
radicalization of young peo-
ple online, the use of en-
crypted messaging services
by criminals or extremists,
and the need to speed up
the deportation of people
who might pose a public
danger.

But calls for an increase
in security across the board
are also creating deep unea-
se as the solutions being
discussed could undermine
free movement and the ri-
ght to assemble in Europe.

Italy is introducing bor-
der checks to counter a
possible rise in tensions
over the Israel-Hamas war.
Denmark and Sweden are
too, due to what they say
is an “Islamist terrorist
threat.” France intends to
keep checks in place until at
least May 2024, citing “new
terrorist threats and exter-
nal borders situation.”

More police have been
deployed in Belgium, Fran-
ce and Germany.

EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell believes that
part of the solution to Eu-
rope’s security woes must
involve the bloc helping di-
plomatically and financially
to bring an end to years of
conflict between Israel and
the Palestinians.

“We have learned from
history that the most dif-
ficult decisions are always
taken when we are on the
edge of the abyss. I believe
that is where we are now: on
the edge of the abyss,” Bor-
rell told EU lawmakers on
Wednesday.

“When I hear Muslim re-
ligious authorities speaking
the language of inter-reli-

AP PHOTO

A police offi;:er stands in a police facility, right, outside a synagogue in Frankfurt

gious conflict and explicitly
stating that Europe is a par-
ty to this conflict, I feel that
the storm clouds are loo-
ming,” he said.

Still, not all of Euro-
pe’s challenges are directly
linked to the war.

Earlier yesterday, Sweden
hosted a meeting of minis-
ters from eight countries,
among them Germany, Bel-
gium and France, focused
on how to handle incidents
where people burn the Mus-
lim holy book, the Quran.

Prosecutors are trying to
establish whether that was
a key motive for a Tunisian
man who shot three Swe-
des in Brussels on Monday,
killing two of them, ahead
of a Belgium-Sweden soccer
match in the capital.

While the Quran burnin-
gs are not directly linked to
the conflict between Israel
and Hamas, they are a sign
of rising tensions between
religious and other commu-
nities in Europe.

The war that began Oct.
7 has become the deadliest
of five Gaza wars for both
sides. The Hamas-run Gaza
Health Ministry said Wed-
nesday that 3,478 Palesti-
nians have been killed and
more than 12,000 injured in
the past 11 days.

More than 1,400 people
in Israel have been killed,
and at least 199 others, in-

cluding children, were cap-
tured by Hamas and taken
into Gaza, according to Is-
raeli authorities.

“We have to address mul-
tiple impacts from the con-
tinuing crisis in the Middle
East” in the EU, European
Commission Vice-President
Margaritis Schinas said.

“This entails the protec-
tion of our Jewish commu-
nities, but also the protec-
tion against a generalized
climate of Islamophobia
that has no place in our
society,” he told reporters
in Luxembourg, where the
meetings were held.

Pro-Palestinian rallies
have been held in several
European cities since the
war. France has banned
them. Germany has also
promised to take tougher
action against Hamas, whi-
ch is already on the EU’s list
of terrorist organizations.

After assailants threw
two Molotov cocktails at the
Berlin synagogue on Wed-
nesday, German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz said that “we
will never accept when at-
tacks are carried out against
Jewish institutions.”

In France, the Palace of
Versailles — a major tou-
rist attraction — and three
airports were evacuated for
security reasons and tem-
porarily closed Wednesday.
The incidents were the la-

test in a spate of evacua-
tions in the past five days,
and the French government
is threatening to fine or jail
prank callers.

They followed the killing
of a teacher in northern
France on Friday by a sus-
pected Islamist extremist.

French Interior Minister
Gerland Darmanin noted
that two foreigners were
behind the recent attacks in
Belgium and France, and he
insisted that long-delayed
reforms of EU asylum rules
must be put in place.

Europe must “manage
our borders, register people
and conduct the security
interviews that are neces-
sary before every asylum re-
quest,” he told reporters.

Belgium’s top migration
official, Nicole de Moor, said
that “we are facing terror in
the streets of our cities, in
France, in Belgium, and we
cannot tolerate this. Inno-
cent people are dying, and
this is unacceptable.”

She said tougher depor-
tation laws are needed and
countries that refuse to
take back their nationals
must be made to coopera-
te. The EU has agreements
with Turkey and Tunisia to
get them to prevent mi-
grants reaching Europe but
they are not working. Other
deals, with Egypt notably,
are planned. MDT/AP
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1988 NEwW LAW COULD
ERODE RIGHT TO SILENCE

AN

The British Government has announced plans
to change the law regarding a suspect's right to
remain silent so that remaining silent could in-
criminate rather than protect a suspect.

The change would be introduced first in Nor-
thern Ireland from November. Similar restric-
tions are expected to be made in England and
Wales at a later date.

The news comes after increased pressure
from senior politicians, security forces and ju-
dges over the failure to convict suspects, even
with incriminating evidence, because they have
chosen to remain silent.

In the proposed change to the law judges will
be able to interpret the meaning of a suspect's
silence and draw "an adverse inference” fromiit.
However, a conviction will not be possible based
on the silence alone.

Suspects will not be forced to speak, either
in court or when being questioned at a police
station, but the prosecution will be able to draw
attention to the silence and invite the jury to
consider the possible reasons behind it.

The problem has been highlighted in recent
trials of IRA Provisionals. A man was recently
acquitted despite the fact his fingerprints were
found on a bag of firearms that were central to
the case.

He failed to answer any questions or make a
statement to confirm any details.

Northern Ireland Secretary Tom King said the
law needed to be changed to prevent the deli-
berate abuse that currently occurs. He said that
the problem had "started with terrorists and has
now pervaded through racketeering into the
whole system of criminal law".

“The gross, determined and persistent abuse
of that right to silence, and the training in pro-
cedurestoavoidit,does pose achallenge to the
whole system of justice" he added.

In a recent issue of the Provisional IRA's news-
paper, Republican News, advice was given on
how to deal with interrogation. It ran below the
headline 'Whatever you say, say nothing'.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

The ability for ajudge to consider the meaning of a
suspect's silence became law the following Novem-
ber as part of the Criminal Evidence (NI) Order 1988.
In 1994 the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
came into force and included a section outlining the
fact thata person’s reason for remaining silent could
be interpreted by ajudge andjury.

The act caused a great deal of controversy and was
seen by human rights activists as an erosion of a
fundamental principle of English law that a personis
innocent until proven guilty.

Inresponse to widespread criticism of section 34

of the actrelating to police questioning, the Youth
Justice and Criminal Evidence Act (1999) was intro-
ducedto ensure no adverse inferences were drawn
from a silent suspect untilhe or she had received
legal advice.

Ina study published by the Northern Ireland Office
in 2000 it was revealed the number of people
refusing to testify had gone from 64%in 1987 to
25%in 1995.
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@ ARIES TAURUS PYOU'LL NEVER Y OF COURSE VEPNO, YoU N/ T PROMISET 2 PCHIEF SAID HE'S YV T DON'T
, _ ) _ BELIEVE WHAT | T wiLL! WONT! | WILLITELLME! 2 CONSIDERING | BELIEVE
Keep your wits a'\bn::; s;luA:::i‘:)Z Be cautious vAinrl'ezotrl\a/eyl'i:; HAPPE‘NED ME FOR A 1T !

sure that you can trust those you
confide in You need to make your
lover feel wanted, not like a piece
of the furniture.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

You’ll find it easy to upgrade your
environment by redecorating
or changing your residence.
Self-improvement could bring

GEMINI

minor accidents are evident. Talk
to those in a position of power
about your intentions. Not the
best day for business trips.

E/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You are ahead of your time, and
trying to stay in one spot could
be asking too much. Be discreet
about any information you

CANCER

AT NOKK'

\(HAT 7

ch| [ 5/ 30 www.gocomics.com/the-bom-loser

R [

al

© 2023 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

PROMOTION!

e

o

amazing results. uncover.
SUDOKU WEATHER
LEO VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
7 Jul23Aug.22 /' hug.235ep.22 EASY EASY+
You can get a lot done if you Don’t let any small
get your hands on the right misunderstandings get in the way. Beijing 18 fine
equipment. You can make Legal matters that have been 817 4 5 6 2 Changchun 7 fine
financial deals that will bring you  pending may be alleviated through
extra cash. compromise. : 3 2 3 ! Chengdu 13 22 cloudy
4 1 2 9 9 3 7 Chongging 14 21 fine
LIBRA SCORPIO 7 1 5 6 7 3 3 Fuzhou 22 25 rain
@ =R, 3 9 8 Guangzhou 21 24 rain
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 Y/ Oct. 23-Nov. 21 7 ] ! 4 1 Guiyang 12 16 overcast
Things may not be as they sound.  Avoid lending money or belongings 7 9 4 7 1 Haikou 24 27 rain
Resist any idle chatter. You may  to friends. Take care of matters 9 6 7 9 & -
not want to spend time around  involving institutions or government = Hangzhou 16 19 overcast
family or your home. Try to slow  agencies. Keep your thoughts to 8 3 415 0 3 Harbin - 7 fine
down, and take another look. yourself for the time being
Hefei 11 21 fine
Nanjin 14 20 cloud
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN s Y
,@, MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 17 21 fine
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec. 22-Jan. 19 5 8 3 N Taipei 23 25 rain
Be sure to spend time helping  You will have a problem dealing Wuhan 12 22 fine
children with projects that are too  with groups. Do not let the 4 7 6 Bl7 :
difficult for them to accomplish  reactions of others get you going. 615 7 Hong Hong 21 26 rain
alone. Just be yourself. Passion will ~ You will be looking for creative
be your only answer. ways to make a little extra cash. T [ | 5 3 4
I 91 |2
AQUARIUS PISCES 3 8] S Moscow 0 5 rain
%/‘ @/‘ 4 812 6 413 Frankfurt 12 15 rain
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. . Paris 12 18 rain
Career changes may not be your ~ Uncertain changes regarding 9
choice right now, but in the long  your personal life are evident. 7 London 12 16 rain
run they will be to your advantage. ~ You may be tom between two .
You'll be able to break bad habits  possibilities. This has left you in New York 15 18 rain

if you put your mind to it.
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a confused and uncertain state.
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Robert De Niro (left) and Leonardo DiCaprio in a scene from “Killers of the Flower Moon” (Apple TV)

DRIVEIN

SCORSESES EPIC KILLERS OF THE
FLOWER MOON' IS SWEEPING
TALE OF GREED, RICHLY TOLD

JOCELYN NOVECK, MDT/AP

HERE tends to be lots of

fast talking and fast moving
in Martin Scorsese films, often
from shifty types trying to get
away with something. Or some-
times, simply because the mas-
ter filmmaker has so much to
packin.

But in “Killers of the Flower
Moon,” everything seems to slow
down, and especially when the
camera lands on Lily Gladsto-
ne. As Mollie, the Osage woman
at the heart of this sprawling,
real-life tale of greed and trea-
chery on a scale both broad
and intimate, Gladstone is the
quiet, powerful center — taking
her time, letting her eyes do the
work, and unafraid of silence.

It's a beautifully cadenced
performance, all the more im-
pressive because Gladstone’s
sharing the screen with two of
our most celebrated actors. Leo-
nardo DiCaprio and Robert De
Niro both turn in superb work for
their legendary director, appea-
ring together for the first time in
30 years. But Gladstone, in the
rare Scorsese film that gives cen-
ter stage to a female character, is
the emotional core here, and it’s
her face that stays etched in our
memory.

Based on David Grann’s gri-
pping whodunit set among
the Osage in 1920s Oklahoma,
“Killers” is a departure in other
ways for the 80-year-old fil-
mmaker. It’s his first Western, a
genre he’s long wanted to explo-

re — albeit a uniquely Scorsese
Western, with an upended world
of heroes and villains. And in te-
lling this Osage story, he focuses
on a people he’s never depicted
before, deeply mindful of hono-
ring their experience and their
rituals, beliefs and customs.

It surely won't surprise anyone
that Scorsese brings his full weal-
th of artistic resources to this en-
deavor, along with his brilliant
cinematographer, Rodrigo Prie-
to, and inspired production de-
signer, Jack Fisk. Together, on
location in Oklahoma, they've
created an oil boomtown asto-
nishing in its precision, detail
and spirit.

It may also not surprise anyo-
ne that Scorsese has taken three
and a half hours (albeit three mi-
nutes less than “The Irishman”
) to tell his tale. This may be a
source of debate, but it’s hard
to argue that a story this hefty
— a chronicle of a dark chapter
in American history and a sho-
cking true crime tale, all framed
in a fraught love story — doesn’t
deserve the length, considering
the craft in every shot. And with
some scenes — a boisterous
prairie wedding, or a dance on
a boomtown main drag — you
feel you could have stayed longer
still.

We begin with a late 19th-
-century ceremony, one of many
portrayals of Osage spiritual life.
Then, in amemorable image, the-
re’s a whoosh from underground:
Oil, spurting from land that was
supposed to be worthless.

Thanks to this discovery, we
learn in a terrific prologue using
silent-movie title cards, the Osa-
ge become enormously wealthy.
But theyre deemed “incompe-
tent” and appointed white “guar-
dians” who control their asse-
ts. This is how we meet Mollie,
asking for her own money to pay
medical bills.

Meanwhile, Ernest Burkhart
(DiCaprio) steps off the train, a
World War I vet with a taste for
women and finer things, but
no money, or talent to speak
of. Perhaps his uncle can help.
William Hale (De Niro) is a catt-
le rancher but more like a king
around these parts — indeed,
King’s his nickname — a white
man who speaks the Osage lan-

AP PHOTO

guage and calls himself their best
friend.

But it’s clear from the get-go
Hale has sinister motives, and
De Niro’s just the guy to ooze si-
nister from every pore as this Go-
dfather-like figure (he commits
crimes, and they’re organized).
Scorsese and co-writer Eric Roth
depart here from Grann’s book,
which holds us in suspense as to
Hale’s motives. He wants Osage
money, and tells Ernest that if he
woos and marries Mollie — well,
even less-than-brilliant Ernest
can do the math.

So can Mollie. Trusting but
hardly naive, she knows Ernest
covets her wealth, but there’s
growing affection between the
two, and their marriage, gorgeou-

sly rendered, is a happy occasion.

But then the Osage start dying,
one by one, in suspicious ways
— including, eventually, Mollie’s
sisters and mother. As for Ernest,
he’s no angel, spending time ro-
bbing and gambling. But is he
doing more? DiCaprio’s mouth
settles into a tortured frown as
he becomes increasingly torn
between marital loyalty and feal-
ty to his venal uncle.

Finally, federal agent Tom Whi-
te (Jesse Plemons, perfectly cast)
shows up, working for J. Edgar
Hoover in what became the FBI.
(It's White who figured most pro-
minently in Grann’s book, and
indeed DiCaprio was once slated
to play him.) This last act finds its
way to a crackling courtroom sce-
ne perhaps only Scorsese could
bring together: jittery DiCaprio
and menacing De Niro, joined by
a bombastic Brendan Fraser and
a sputtering John Lithgow.

Indeed, the vast supporting
cast includes countless faces you
may recognize, as well as cameos
of a number of musicians, and
dozens of Osage actors in key
parts. Scorsese’s late friend Rob-
bie Robertson wrote the memo-
rable score.

We won't spoil the ingenious
epilogue in which Scorsese ties
up the loose narrative ends —
with another significant cameo.
But the fact that this epilogue
comes after, oh, 200 minutes
of expertly sustained tension is
just another sign that in the la-
tter years of his career, Scorsese
is upping the ante — in terms of
scale, yes, but also ambition.

He has called his work an of-
fering to the Osage, and to other
Native peoples. It also feels like an
offering to those who love cine-
ma, allowing us to watch a mas-
ter of the craft continue to force
himself, unlikely as it seems, to
stretch and learn. May he keep
stretching — himself, and us.

“Killers of the Flower Moon,” an
AppleTV+ release, has been rated R by
the Motion Picture Association “for
violence, some grisly images, and lan-
guage.” Running time: 206 minutes.

Yok ok
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The Ro ing Stones
show time’s (still)
on their side

the end of the exultant “Sweet Sounds of Heaven,” the pe-

nultimate track on The Rolling Stones’ terrific new album “Hack-

ney Diamonds” (yes, NEW), we hear what sounds like a vocal contest
between two up-and-comers: one Mick Jagger and one Lady Gaga.

“Oh yeah!” they sing, with escalating urgency. “Come on!” Are they
tussling here?

The competition is emblematic of the joyous energy that infuses
the Stones’ first collection of original music in 18 years, out Friday. It's
their best newwork in decades — tight, focused, full of heart and swa-
gger.

This all feels like a rather major development for lifelong Stones
fans. For so long, it seems, there’s been an unspoken contract between
them and the band: You keep touring, and we will come.

On the track “Whole Wide World,” when Jagger sings, “And you
think the party is over,” it feels like the whole album is one big answer:
Um, nope!

And maybe, just maybe, we have a hint of possibility of shaking up
the arena set list. A key candidate would be the aforementioned, gos-
pel-tinged “Sweet Sounds of Heaven” — Exhibit A of what's fun about
the album, starting with the fact that when you're the Stones, you can
invite anybody to your party and they’ll show. Like Gaga and Stevie
Wonder, who joins the track on keyboards (“Play me something, Ste-
vie,” you'll hear). But the song also testifies to how vigorous Jagger's
voice remains.

Another party guest: Elton John, doing piano duty on two tracks. In
one, “Get Close,” Jagger croons: “I walk the city at midnight with the
past strapped to my back.” (Strapped, OK, but not constricting the
blood flow:) The lyrics are not always this poetic, but when they are,
it’s often a dialogue with the past. As when Richards sings in “Tell Me
Straight,” his poignant lead vocal outing: “Is my future all in the past?
Just tell me straight.”

In the furious “Bite My Head Off,” the band’s guest is none other
than their old friend Paul McCartney — yeah, the same guy who cal-
led them a “blues cover band” recently, amusing and perhaps an-
noying them. Here he is, just a Beatle on bass. No biggie.

The late, great Charlie Watts, who died in 2021, appears posthu-
mously on two of the 12 tracks. On one, “Live by the Sword,” former
bandmate Bill Wyman joins on bass, making for an emotionally po-
tent reunion. Steve Jordan, the successor Watts chose, takes the belo-
ved drummer’s place on the rest of the album. Most tracks are penned
by Jagger and Richards; they’re joined on three by pop producer An-
drewWatt (known for work with Post Malone and Justin Bieber ), who
clearly exhibits a golden touch with this whole project.

Is this the last new album? Likely not. But if it were, the final words
would be “rolling stone,” via a poignant Muddy Waters cover, remin-
ding us of the blues albums Mick was carrying that fateful day he con-
nected with Keith at a train station.

“She said ‘I got a boy child coming ... he's gonna be arolling stone,””
the last line goes.

You think the party’s over? Ha. JOCELYN NOVECK, MDT/AP
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“Hackney Diamonds” by The Rolling Stones (Universal Music)

TASTE OF EDESIA

German Indulgence

IRENE SAM, MDT

HIS week, St. Regis

Macao had a uni-

que collaboration

between The Manor
and Heimat by Peter Find for
a two-day exquisite dining
indulgence. Fusing German
cuisine with locally inspired
elements, Chef Find offered a
four-course set lunch that ce-
lebrated a visionary blend of
gastronomy.

Born in Bersrod, Germany,
Chef Find began his culinary
career in 1984 and has since
garnered a wealth of expe-
rience in haute cuisine over
the last 30 years. His restau-
rant in Hong Kong — Heimat,
which translates to ‘home-

land’ in German, is modern
approach to traditional dishes
which have been elevated and
refined to match his vision of
what German cuisine should
look like in the 21st century.
Chef Find brought his
exemplary skills to The Manor
for An Exquisite Dining Indul-
gence with lunch menu hi-
ghlights including the Gerau-
cherter Hering, Rote Bete
and Dill - smoked herring
with beetroot, sour cream,
dill, and crispy rye bread; as
well as the Kohlrouladen (Ta-
cho) — a Macanese version of
a traditional Portuguese stew.
However, out of all the dishes,
Chestnut Soup with Black
Truffle was a favorite of ours.
For the dinner menu, ex-

quisite dishes included the
Heimat signature Frankfurter
Griine Sofle — Brittany blue
lobster with a 63-degree egg
and the Frankfurter seven
herbs sauce; the Kése Spit-
zle, Weiller Triifel — refined
German hand-shaved spaet-
zle with white truffle and All-
giduer mountain cheese foam;
as well as the Zwiebelrostbra-
ten — a flavorful prime beef
sirloin with onion in three
ways.

Both menus were paired
with decadent German wines
such as Dr. Loosen Graacher
Himmelreich ‘Alte Reben’
Riesling or the Schloss Rei-
nhartshausen Spatburgunder
Trocken red wine for a bes-
poke gastronomy experience.
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CRYPTO IS A SMALL SLICE
OF HAMAS' FUNDING
— BUTIT'S DEADLY

As lawyers and prosecutors rake over the ashes of Sam
Bankman-Fried’s fallen FTX cryptocurrency empire, ano-
ther reckoning for digital currencies is underway: Govern-
ments around the world are intensifying their crackdown
on sources of funding for terrorist groups — including
crypto — after Hamas's bloody attack in Israel that clai-
med more than 1,400 lives and led to retaliatory attacks
that have killed thousands.

Crypto is a small but deadly slice of overall terrorism
funding: Research by analytics firm Elliptic in 2021 esti-
mated that wallets linked to Hamas’ military wing had re-
ceived more than $7.3 million in crypto, including around
$40,000 in Dogecoin, the dog-themed memecoin favored
by Elon Musk. These sums aren't much compared with
the $100 million that Iran sends annually to Hamas and
other Palestinian terror groups or with Qatar’s $360 million
in aid for Gaza, or the approximately $300 million Hamas
gets via business taxation and extortion estimated by the
Washington Institute’s Matthew Levitt. But small amounts
can make a difference in an era of low-cost, low-tech atta-
cks. An estimate of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks by the New
York Times found they cost Al-Qaeda half a million dollars
but cost the US $3.3 trillion.

Governments arerightto take crypto seriously—itallows
for large sums to be moved around the world with a high
degree of anonymity (albeitleaving a transaction trail) and
is part of the wider tapestry of terrorist finance, often used
in conjunction with social media, remittances and pre-
-paid cards. Funding tends to pick up during times of con-
flict, and Hamas’ halt on Bitcoin donations, announced in
April, might not be forever — Australia’s national financial
crime agency this week flagged appeals on Telegram for
crypto donations for Hamas, according to an AFR report.

The net is widening. After Israel swooped on crypto ac-
counts linked to Hamas last week, and reportedly froze a
Barclays Plc bank account apparently tied to Hamas, the
USTreasury onWednesday slapped sanctions on financial
entities and operatorslinked to Hamas. They include a Ga-
za-based money transfer and crypto business called “Buy
Cash,” as well as facilitators using companies in Sudan to
launder money and generate revenue. The Treasury an-
nouncement highlighted not only the fundraising side of
the crypto equation, but also the use of Buy Cash to trans-
fer funds for affiliates.

This should strengthen the post-FTX drive to tighten ru-
les governing the crypto industry, which has been pushing
back against regulators’ efforts to erect a firewall around
traditional finance and protect consumers from ano-
ther boom-and-bust cycle. Over the past week, Australia
has proposed extending existing financial-sector rules to
crypto exchanges; US Senator Elizabeth Warren is buil-
ding bipartisan support for a tougher stance on crypto
from the Biden administration; and FTX rival Binance has
said it will stop accepting new users in the UK to comply
with the country’s crypto marketing rules. Crypto com-
panies like Coinbase Global Inc. will find it harder to gain
the legal certainty they're asking for, even as traders seem
more excited by the prospect of a Bitcoin exchange-traded
fund.

Some humility is warranted in this important fight: Cra-
cking down on terrorist funding is no panacea, and it's an
extremely complex affair. Getting it wrong could mean
obstructing or delaying genuine humanitarian aid in a
crisis where the death toll is climbing by the day. And even
asuccessful interception of funds might only be a tempo-
rary victory.

But it’s a fight worth waging. There are as many sources
of terrorist funding as there are letters in the alphabet,
from art to gold to zakat taxes. Crypto may not be as pre-
valent as cash, but it’s up there. Following terrorism’s mo-
ney will necessarily mean more tracing of the virtual kind.
[Abridged]

Courtesy Bloomberg

THE

BUZZ

Thousands of information technology workers contracting with
U.S. companies have for years secretly sent millions of dollars of
their wages to North Korea for use in its ballistic missile program,
FBI and Department of Justice officials said.

The Justice Department said Wednesday that IT workers dispat-
ched and contracted by North Korea to work remotely with com-
panies in St. Louis and elsewhere in the U.S. have been using false

identities to get the jobs.

The money they earned was funneled to the North Korean wea-
pons program, FBI leaders said at a news conference in St. Louis.

Federal authorities announced the seizure of $1.5 million and 17
domain names as part of the investigation, which is ongoing.

Jay Greenberg, special agent in charge of the St. Louis FBI offi-
ce, said any company that hired freelance IT workers “more than
likely” hired someone participating in the scheme.

“This scheme is so prevalent that companies must be vigilant to
verify whom they're hiring,” Greenberg said in a news release.

“At a minimum, the FBI recommends that employers take addi-
tional proactive steps with remote IT workers to make it harder for

bad actors to hide their identities.”
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BURT YOUNG, WHO
PLAYED PAULIE IN
‘ROCKY' FILMS, DIES AT 83

ANDREW DALTON,
LOS ANGELES

URT Young, the Oscar-

-nominated actor who
played Paulie, the rough-
-hewn, mumbling-and-
-grumbling best friend,
corner-man and brother-
-in-law to Sylvester Stallo-
ne in the “Rocky” franchise,
has died.

Young died Oct. 8 in
Los Angeles, his daughter,
Anne Morea Steingieser,
told the New York Times
yesterday [Macau time]. No
cause was given. He was 83.

Young had roles in ac-
claimed films and televi-
sion shows including “Chi-
natown,” “Once Upon a
Time in America” and “The
Sopranos.”

But he was always best
known for playing Paulie
Pennino in six “Rocky” mo-
vies. The short, paunchy,
balding Young was the sort
of actor who always see-
med to play middle-aged
no matter his age.

When  Paulie  first
appears in 1976’s “Rocky,”
he’s an angry, foul-mou-
thed meat packer who is
abusive to his sister Adrian
(Talia Shire), with whom he
shares a small apartment
in Philadelphia. He berates
the shy, meek Adrian for
refusing at first to go on a
Thanksgiving-night  date
with his buddy and co-
-worker Rocky Balboa, and

destroys a turkey she has in
the oven.

The film became a phe-
nomenon, topping the
box office for the year and
making a star of lead actor
and writer Stallone, who
paid tribute to Young on
Instagram on Wednesday
night.

Along with a photo of
the two of them on the set
of the first film, Stallone
wrote “you were an incre-
dible man and artist, I and
the World will miss you
very much.”

“Rocky” was nominated
for 10 Oscars, including
best supporting actor for
Young. It won three, inclu-
ding best picture. Young
and co-star Burgess Mere-
dith, who was also nomina-
ted, lost to Jason Robards in
“All the President’s Men.”

As the movies went on,
Young’s Paulie softened, as
the sequels themselves did,
and he became their comic
relief. In 1985’s “Rocky IV”
he reprograms a robot Ro-
cky gives him into a sexy-
-voiced servant who dotes
on him.

Paulie was also an eter-
nal pessimist who was
constantly convinced that
Rocky was going to get clo-
bbered by his increasingly
daunting opponents. His
surprise at Rocky’s resilien-
ce brought big laughs.

“It was a great ride, and
it brought me to the au-

dience in a great way,” You-
ng said in a 2020 interview
with Celebrity Parents ma-
gazine.

Born and raised in
Queens, New York, Young
served in the Marine Corps,
fought as a professional bo-
xer and worked as a carpet
layer before taking up ac-
ting, studying with legen-
dary teacher Lee Strasberg
at the Actors Studio.

On stage, in films and
on television, he typically
played small-time tough
guys or down-on-their luck
working class men.

In a short-but-memora-
ble scene in 1974’s “China-
town,” he plays a fisherman
who throws a fit when Jack
Nicholson’s private detec-
tive Jake Gittes shows him
pictures proving his wife is
cheating on him.

Young also appeared in
director Sergio Leone’s 1984
gangster epic “Once Upon
a Time in America” with
Robert De Niro, the 1986
comedy “Back to School”
with Rodney Dangerfield,
and the 1989 gritty drama
“Last Exit to Brooklyn” with
Jennifer Jason Leigh.

In a striking appearance
in season three of “The So-
pranos” in 2001, he plays
Bobby Baccalieri, Sr., an
elderly mafioso with lung
cancer who pulls off one
last hit before a coughing fit
leads to him dying in a car
accident. MDT/AP
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France's governmentis
threatening prison terms
and heavy fines for callers
who make fake bomb
threats after a rash of
false alarms forced the
evacuation of 15 airports
and cancellation of 130
flights and shut the doors
of Versailles Palace three
times in five days. French
officials suggested young
people and children may
be responsible. Justice
Minister Eric Dupond-
Moretti blamed "little
jokers, little clowns”

and vowed, “They will

be found, they will be
punished.”
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UK Voters were casting
ballots yesterday in

two special elections

in England that could
add more misery to the
beleaguered governing
Conservative Party as

it prepares to fight a
national election next
year. The Conservatives
won both Tamworth

in central England and
Mid-Bedfordshire, north
of London, by large
margins during the last
national electionin 2019.
But both constituencies’
lawmakers resigned
under a cloud.
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Finland Telecom gear
maker Nokia said
yesterday thatitis
planning to cut up to
14,000 jobs worldwide,
or 16% of its workforce,
as part of a push to
reduce costs following a
plunge in third-quarter
sales and profit. The
Finnish wireless and
fixed-network equipment
provider said the planned
measures are aimed

at reducing its cost

base and increasing
operational efficiency
"to navigate the current
market uncertainty.”



