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More on backpage

Hong Kong leader John 
Lee will not attend an 
upcoming economic 
conference in the U.S. due 
to “scheduling issues.” 
following reports that 
he would be barred from 
the gathering due to U.S. 
sanctions. In a statement, 
the HK government said 
that it had received an 
invitation to attend the 
Asia-Pacific Economic 
Co-operation Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting taking 
place Nov. 15 to 17 in 
San Francisco, but that 
Lee would not be able to 
attend in person due to 
issues with scheduling.

USA Authorities publicly 
identified Robert Card 
as a person of interest 
about four hours after 
he shot and killed 18 
people and wounded 13 
others during attacks 
last week at a bowling 
alley and bar in Lewiston, 
Maine. But Card, who 
was found dead two 
days after his rampage, 
had been well known 
to law enforcement for 
months. Documents 
revealed yesterday show 
interactions he had with 
sheriff’s deputies, his 
family and members of 
his Army Reserve unit for 
months.

USA President Joe Biden’s 
administration is preparing 
to announce that it will 
develop a national strategy 
to combat Islamophobia, 
according to people briefed 
on the matter, as it faces 
skepticism from many 
in the Muslim American 
community for its staunch 
support of Israel’s military 
assault on Hamas in 
Gaza. The White House 
announcement had been 
expected last week when 
Biden held a meeting with 
Muslim leaders, but was 
delayed, three people said.
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DAY OF THE DEAD

The sacred holiday is far more 
than a ‘Mexican Halloween’
MATHEW SANDOVA 
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

MANY Latinos regularly de-
clare: “Día de los Muertos is 

not Mexican Halloween.” The de-
claration is increasingly repeated 
by non-Latinos too.

Drawing a clear line between 
the two holidays is a rhetorical 
strategy to protect Day of the 
Dead’s integrity as Mexican cul-
tural heritage and separate it 
from American popular culture. 
However, as a Mexican-Ameri-
can who celebrates Día de los 
Muertos and as a scholar of cul-
ture and performance, I believe 
it’s time to fully acknowledge 
the cultural intermixing that’s 
happening between the two ho-
lidays.

Halloween’s influence is trans-
forming Día de los Muertos into 
a hybrid cultural tradition that 
simultaneously honors the dead 
and celebrates the macabre.

THE ORIGINS OF 
THE DISTINCTION

Día de los Muertos is a tra-
ditional fiesta in honor of the 
deceased that is celebrated in 
Mexico and other parts of Latin 
America on Nov. 1 and 2. The ho-
liday is celebrated though ritual 
observations like constructing 
altars filled with offerings to the 
dead and decorating family gra-
vesites to commune with the 
dead. Day of the Dead is also 
commemorated through viva-
cious fiestas in which commu-
nities gather in town plazas and 
community centers to celebrate 
by dancing, playing music, feas-
ting, drinking and masquerading 
as death.

Although Day of the Dead is a 
long-standing tradition in Mexi-
co, the holiday wasn’t celebrated 
widely or publicly among Lati-
nos in the U.S. That changed in 
the 1970s and 1980s when artists 
and activists introduced Day of 
the Dead to their communities 
as part of the Chicano move-
ment, the social and cultural mo-
vement for Mexican-American 
empowerment.

As Latinos began celebrating 
the holiday proudly and publicly 
in the U.S., they also began dis-
tinguishing it from Halloween. 
That’s because many non-Lati-

nos mistakenly interpreted Day 
of the Dead’s skull and skeleton 
imagery as witchcraft. Latinos 
used the phrase “Día de los Muer-
tos is not Mexican Halloween” to 
protect the holiday from misre-
presentation, educate the broa-
der public about the cultural 
tradition and shield themselves 
from discrimination.

The declaration was also used 
in the 1970s and 1980s by Me-
xico’s tourism industry when it 
began vigorously promoting Day 
of the Dead internationally as a 
cultural attraction. Tourists ar-
riving in Mexico were informed 
that Día de los Muertos was an 
authentic national holiday that 
bore no relation to Halloween.

THE 1990S AND 2000S
In the 1990s, “Día de los Muer-

tos is not Mexican Halloween” 
became a political statement. 
The North American Free Trade 
Agreement, signed in 1994, floo-
ded Mexico with U.S. consumer 
goods, media and popular cul-
ture. Halloween’s importation 
was seen by some Mexicans as 
a symbol of U.S. “cultural impe-
rialism,” the process by which 
the United States uses culture to 
maintain political and economic 
domination over Mexico.

But by the early 2000s, Mexi-
can, U.S. and British anthropo-
logists reported that Halloween 
was already fusing with Día de 
los Muertos in fascinating ways. 
Halloween candy, costumes and 
ornaments appeared in stores 
and street markets, where it was 

displayed next to Day of the Dead 
material. Jack-o-lantern and spi-
der-web decorations adorned 
ofrendas, the traditional altars 
erected for the dead. The streets 
were increasingly filled with tri-
ck-or-treating children dressed 
as witches, vampires and mons-
ters. Bars and nightclubs in sou-
thern Mexico hosted Halloween 
and Day of the Dead costume 
parties for adults.

Some Mexicans denounced 
Halloween as “an invasion.” 
Some referred to Halloween as 
“cultural pollution.”

Such fears led the United Na-
tions in 2003 to officially desig-
nate Día de los Muertos a form of 
“intangible cultural heritage,” a 
classification reserved for cultu-
ral traditions like rituals, oral tra-
ditions and performing arts that 
are endangered by globalization 
or lack of support. This gave the 
United Nations authority to work 
with the Mexican government 
to “protect and conserve” Day 
of the Dead, which would pre-
sumably safeguard the holiday 
from influences like Halloween. 
But it was too late.

HOLLYWOOD’S INFLUENCE
Today, Halloween haunts Día 

de Los Muertos in Mexico like ne-
ver before. Children trick or treat 
in costume for a full week during 
Day of the Dead season. They 
beg for candy from shops and 
restaurants by crying “Queremos 
Halloween!” – literally meaning, 
“We want Halloween!” On Nov. 2 
at the country’s largest cemetery, 

Panteón de Dolores, you’ll find 
graveyard ofrendas decorated 
with cobwebs, vampires, witches 
and pumpkins.

The fusion of Halloween and 
Day of the Dead is largely facilita-
ted by Hollywood. A prime exam-
ple is the celebration at the fa-
mous Panteón de San Fernando, 
a cemetery where the remains of 
some of Mexico’s most important 
presidents and dignitaries are bu-
ried. As part of holiday festivities, 
the cemetery hosts a screening 
of the horror classic “Night of the 
Living Dead.” Hundreds dressed 
in Day of the Dead attire gather at 
the tomb of President Benito Juá-
rez, eating candy while watching 
zombies terrorize a small Ameri-
can community.

The impact of Halloween’s hor-
ror movie influence is most noti-
ceable at the country’s largest Día 
de los Muertos celebration. The 
Gran Desfile de Día de Muertos, 
or the Great Day of the Dead pa-
rade, which began in 2016 as a 
simulation of the one depicted 
in the James Bond movie “Spec-
tre,” annually attracts more than a 
million attendees.

In addition to sugar skull 
makeup and skeleton attire, par-
ticipants also don Hollywood 
horror costumes typically reser-
ved for Halloween. You’ll find 
people dressed as Jigsaw from 
the “Saw” movies, Chucky from 
“Child’s Play,” Ghostface from the 
“Scream” series and Pennywise 
from Stephen King’s “It.”

By far the most popular cos-
tume in 2022 was Michael Myers 

from “Halloween.” This is hardly 
surprising. The franchise’s most 
recent installment, “Halloween 
Ends,” was huge in Mexico. When 
the film was released in Mexi-
co during Day of the Dead and 
Halloween season, it was one 
of the highest-grossing movies 
in the country. In fact, of the 70 
counties where the film was relea-
sed, Mexico had the third-highest 
ticket sales.

CHARACTERS FROM 
DISNEY AT CELEBRATIONS

In particular, Disney’s influen-
ce on both Halloween and Día 
de los Muertos is immense. The 
number of children and adults 
costumed as Darth Vader, Spider-
man or Jasmine and Aladdin at 
Day of the Dead celebrations is 
bewildering.

And they’re not just at the fes-
tive events like the Gran Desfi-
le de Muertos, either. They’re at 
the ritual ceremonies, too. One 
can find all manner of Avenger 
superheroes at the Panteón de 
Dolores gathered graveside and 
making offerings to the dead.

Then there’s the dilemma po-
sed by Disney-Pixar’s “Coco,” the 
beloved animated film about Día 
de los Muertos. Similar to every 
Disney entity, companies license 
and manufacture Halloween cos-
tumes based on characters from 
the movie.

These costumes are now popu-
lar in Mexico, where people dress 
up as characters from “Coco.” But 
when they masquerade as the 
skull-faced Miguel, Ernesto de la 
Cruz or Mama Imelda, it’s hard 
to say whether they’re wearing a 
Halloween costume or a Día de 
los Muertos costume. I’d venture 
to say that it’s both simultaneou-
sly.

And therein lies the crisis of 
identity currently facing Mexico’s 
Day of the Dead. The influence of 
Hollywood is making it more and 
more difficult to credibly say “Día 
de los Muertos is not a Mexican 
Halloween.”

The fusion between the two 
holidays is happening in rural 
and urban areas, and in the bor-
derlands and deeper parts of Me-
xico. It’s altering Day of the Dead’s 
popular festive qualities and its 
ceremonial customs.

Cultural conservatives will no 
doubt bemoan this as “pollution” 
of a sacred tradition. But they for-
get that transformation and adap-
tation are what ensure any tradi-
tion’s survival. Día de los Muertos 
may live eternally, but it’ll be thanks 
to the vampire bite of Halloween.  
MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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Beijing appoints new 
deputy secretary-
general at Forum Macao

Xie Ying has been appointed as the 
new deputy secretary-general of the 
Permanent Secretariat of Forum, a 
role bestowed by China’s Ministry of 
Commerce. Xie Ying will step into the 
position, replacing Ding Tian in the role. 
The new deputy secretary-general has 
previously held positions in the Economic 
and Commercial Department of the 
Chinese Embassy in Brazil and in the 
Department for European Affairs of 
the Ministry of Commerce. According 
to the announcement, Xie has a “rich 
experience in the areas of economic and 
commercial cooperation abroad, speaks 
Portuguese and is well aware of the 
situation of economic and commercial 
cooperation between China and 
Portuguese-speaking countries.” 

Mainland cancels 
border health code
The mainland has discontinued its 
Customs Code (border health code) 
effective from yesterday. Travelers no 
longer need to fill in a health declaration 
card when entering and leaving the 
country. There is no longer a requirement 
to disembark from vehicles in the entry 
and exit lanes for code scanning and 
temperature checks.

Slight decrease in 
construction workers’ 
daily wage

The average daily wage of construction 
workers decreased by 0.5% quarter-on-
quarter to MOP782 in the third quarter 
of 2023. Data from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC) revealed that 
the average daily wages of local workers 
(MOP988) and non-resident workers 
(MOP694) went down by 0.7% and 0.3% 
respectively. As regards construction 
materials, the average price of spiral and 
round reinforcing steel bars (MOP5,687 
per tonne) in the third quarter fell by 
5.2% quarter-on-quarter, while that of 
concrete (MOP1,100 per cubic metre) 
edged up by 0.4%.

Swimming season ends

With the conclusion of the 2023 
swimming season, lifeguards will no 
longer be on duty at the beach, and the 
Marine and Water Bureau will also remove 
the boundary buoys from the beach 
swimming area. The bureau appealed to 
the public to exercise greater care and 
pay attention to safety when swimming, 
playing in the water or engaging in water 
activities without lifeguard supervision. 
This swimming season saw about 161 
rescue services provided in total during 
the period. 

GAMING

October gaming revenues surge 
as city benefits from Golden Week 

GAMING

Gov’t reviewing casino ops’ 2024 plans 
THE city’s six gaming 

operators have sub-
mitted their work plans 
for the upcoming year, 
and the government 
is scheduled to review 
them within the next 60 
days. 

Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lei 
Wai Nong, speaking 
yesterday at a press 
conference on the city’s 
diversification plan, re-
vealed that the govern-
ment requires the ‘big 
six’ gaming operators 
to submit monthly and 
quarterly reports. There 
are currently no delays 

in this process as yet. 
In December of 2022, 

the six gaming operators 
renewed their conces-
sion contracts for the 
next 10 years, pledging 
their commitment to 
the diversification of 
the local economy with 
an investment of over 
MOP100 billion. Addi-
tionally, Macau gover-
nment’s contracts with 
the six gaming conces-
sionaires stipulated that 
an additional 20% of 
their pledge in non-ga-
ming investment will be 
required if gaming re-
venues reach MOP180 

billion this year.
As of October, the ci-

ty’s gaming revenues al-
ready surpassed the go-
vernment’s initial expec-

tation of MOP130 billion, 
reaching MOP148.45 
billion.

Earlier this year, Fitch 
Ratings noted that it ex-

pects the “diversification 
into non-gaming indus-
tries to remain slow. Hu-
man capital constraints 
and skill gaps pose a key 
challenge for Macau to 
substantially reduce its 
high dependence on the 
gaming industry.”

Lei also confirmed 
that the casino operators’ 
promised investments in 
non-gaming elements 
are being fulfilled. 

The plan for this 
year was submitted and 
approved in March and 
is currently progressing 
in an organized manner, 
the official said. LV

LYNZY VALLES

I
N October, the city’s casi-
no revenue surged to ano-
ther all-time post-pan-
demic high, as tourists 

flocked to Macau during the 
National Day Golden Week.

Data released by the Ga-
ming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau yesterday 
revealed that gross gaming re-
venue (GGR) exceeded analys-
ts’ estimates of 392% growth, 
with revenues growing 400% 
to MOP19.5 billion. This marks 
a return to 74% of pre-Covid 
revenue levels.

During the eight-day ho-
liday early last month, the 
city saw over 931,429 tourists, 
with the majority coming from 
mainland China, accounting 
for about 84% when compared 
to the same period in 2019.

The rebound comes after 
the city saw a slowdown in 
September following a holiday 
boom in July and August.  

Last month, casino reve-
nues fell to a five-month low to 
MOP14.9 billion, equivalent to 
68% of 2019 levels, as Typhoon 
Saola disrupted the city. The 
government ordered a rare 
shutdown of casinos for nine 
hours as the city braced for 
the storm, hoisting its highest 
storm signal No. 10.

Typhoon Saola disrupted 
transportation and tempora-
rily closed border entry points 
and affected travel plans for 
visitors. 

However, analysts were op-

timistic about a boost in the 
gaming sector in October from 
China’s Golden Week holiday.

However, a note from 
Morgan Stanley pointed out 
that although there was a 
strong tourism rebound, re-
venue per person was only 
up 7% amid China’s slowing 
economy, due to weakened 
global demand for its exports 
and an ongoing crisis in the 
property sector.

Meanwhile, official data 
revealed that gaming revenue 
from mass tourists had retur-
ned to 93% of 2019 levels in 
the third quarter, while mass 
gaming income is expected 
to reach about 110% of 2019 
levels next year. These factors 
are predicted to drive casinos’ 

profits toward a full recovery 
by mid-2024, according to JP-
Morgan Chase & Co.’s estima-
tes.

JPMorgan previously sta-

ted that “Macau’s [autumn] 
Golden Week turned out to be 
pretty golden – much better 
than we and the market had 
feared.”

Monthly Gross Gaming Revenue
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug

Sept 

Oct 

2023

11,580

10,324

12,738

14,722

15,565

15,207

16,662

17,213

14,937

19,501

2022

6,344

7,759

3,672

2,677

3,341

2,477

398

2,189

2,962

3,899

Variance

+82.5%

+33.1%

+246.9%

+449.9%

+365.9%

+513.9%

+4082.9%

+686.4%

+404.2%

+400.2%

*Units: MOP million
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CE to deliver 
Policy Address 
Nov. 14

Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng will deliver the Policy 
Address for the 2024 
Fiscal Year on November 
14 at the Legislative 
Assembly, followed by a 
press conference at the 
Government Headquarters. 
He is set to explain the 
government’s policy program 
and to take questions 
from lawmakers. Also, the 
government’s five policy 
secretaries and their 
subordinates will present 
their 2024 policy guidelines 
to the AL from November 20 
to 29, with the Secretary for 
Administration and Justice 
presenting first, and the 
Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works presenting last. 

City to see flags 
at half-mast to 
mourn Li Keqiang 

Flags at Government 
Headquarters, Santa 
Sancha and at all boundary 
checkpoints of the Macau 
SAR will fly at half-mast today 
to mourn the late premier Li 
Keqiang. The remains of the 
former premier of the State 
Council, who died on October 
27 in Shanghai at the age of 
68, will be cremated in Beijing 
today. His remains were 
transferred to Beijing from 
Shanghai aboard a special 
flight on October 27. National 
flags will fly at half-mast today 
in several sites and regions 
including the Tiananmen 
Square, Xinhuamen, the 
Great Hall of the People, and 
border ports and Chinese 
embassies. 

Alibaba 
internship 
program 
application to 
end next week

The application deadline 
for the Alibaba training 
and internship program for 
Macau youths in Hangzhou 
is November 6. The program 
encourages companies to 
recommend employees 
engaged in digitalization and 
platform economy business 
for participation. The training 
program was launched by 
the Labour Affairs Bureau 
in cooperation with Alibaba 
Group, and is now in its third 
phase. The program spans 
eight weeks and offers a total 
of 42 positions, covering 15 
categories such as marketing, 
project management, and 
business operations. During 
this period, each trainee 
will receive an allowance of 
MOP5,000 every four weeks, 
along with a one-time round-
trip transport allowance of 
MOP4,000. 

DIVERSIFICATION PLAN

Gov’t to spend MOP235m 
next year to attract 
international tourists

TOURISM

MGTO exploring ‘Travel Around Macau’ 
plan to enhance cultural values 

BUDGET
Gov’t maintains cash handouts, 
expects MOP216b GGR in 2024

THE government in-
tends to launch a tou-

rism initiative called “Tra-
vel Around Macau” as part 
of its economic diversifi-
cation plan, according to 
Macao Government Tou-
rism Office director Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernan-
des. The relevant plans are 
currently under conside-
ration and analysis.

In a press conference on 
economic diversification, 

STAFF REPORTER

THE SAR government 
submitted the budget 

for the 2024 fiscal year to 
the Legislative Assembly, 
anticipating a surplus in 
the public finances again 
next year without tapping 
into fiscal reserves to cover 
the fiscal gap. The estima-
ted gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) next year is projected 
to reach MOP216 billion.

The budget proposal es-
timates that the SAR’s gene-
ral comprehensive budget 

Senna Fernandes said 
that three special funding 
plans have been launched 
this year, aimed at foste-
ring community tourism 
economic development, 
promoting gastronomy, 
and encouraging sea tou-
rism to support various 
communities to enhance 
their distinctive tourism 
offerings. 

As of the end of Sep-
tember, 16 projects have 

revenue will be MOP107.11 
billion next fiscal year, whi-
le the general comprehen-
sive budget expenditure 
is anticipated to reach 
MOP105.93 billion.

In its statement of rea-
sons, the government hi-
ghlighted the continuing 
improvement of Macau’s 
business environment and 
job market. 

Similarly, the unemploy-
ment rate and inflation rate 
have remained low, and 
economic recovery pros-
pects are cautiously opti-

been completed, with an 
additional seven projects 
expected to be completed 
in the fourth quarter of 
this year.

In another announce-
ment, the MGTO stated 
that as of September this 
year, 50% hotel discount 
coupons have generated 
more than 994,000 room 
nights, resulting in nearly 
MOP1.03 billion in order 
value. The “buy one air 

mistic. These trends are ex-
pected to continue into the 
next fiscal year, according 
to the report.

Furthermore, due to a 
significant reduction in ex-
penditure on health and 
epidemic prevention, and 
associated financial aid 
measures, the government 
intends to adjust its resour-
ce allocation and invest-
ment in public infrastruc-
ture accordingly.

The plan will continue 
to implement a series of 
measures aimed at bene-

ticket, get one free” pro-
motion has driven nearly 
106,000 ticket bookings, 
amounting to an order 
amount of nearly MOP152 
million patacas.

A subsidy program was 
also launched in February 
this year to attract more 
mainland, Taiwan and 
international tourists to 
come to Macau on group 
tours. As of the end of Sep-
tember, a total of 11,649 

fitting the people, inclu-
ding a cash sharing plan, 
a medical subsidy plan, a 
residential unit electricity 
subsidy and subsidies for 
continuing education and 
development, with an esti-
mated total expenditure of 
MOP8.514 billion.

The estimated total ex-
penditure on disability pen-
sions, disability allowances, 
special living allowances 
for three types of disadvan-
taged families, and regular 
assistance is projected to be 
MOP13.063 billion. 

groups had applied for 
the subsidy, amounting to 
312,000 people, with an 
average stay of 2.4 nights.

Furthermore, the 
“buy-one-get-one-free” 
discount on bus ferry ti-
ckets, designed to attract 
Hong Kong residents and 
Taiwanese and internatio-
nal tourists visiting Hong 
Kong to visit Macau, has 
resulted in about 295,000 
ticket bookings. LV

Next year’s budget will 
also resume the injection 
into the central provident 
fund.

The government noted 
that the SAR’s fiscal situa-
tion meets the conditions 
for a special allocation of 
pre-surplus from the cen-
tral provident fund system. 
Consequently, relevant 
budget expenditures will 
be included in next year’s 
budget again, with an es-
timated amount of MOP3 
billion.

Also, government 
workers’ salaries are set to 
increase from January, as 
outlined in the proposal. 
The amount of civil servan-
ts’ salary points will increa-
se to MOP3 per point. 

ANTHONY LAM

A total sum of MOP235 million 
has been reserved to attract 

international visitors, Secretary 
for Economy and Finance Lei Wai 
Nong disclosed yesterday after-
noon.

When responding to a question 
at the press conference held to 
announce the plan for economic 
diversification covering the pe-
riod between 2024 and 2028, the 
senior official emphasized that 
part of the government’s role in 
diversifying the economy is to es-
tablish a conducive environment. 
He disclosed that further invest-
ments will be made to attract visi-
tors from a wider pool.

The allocation of money is sub-
ject to approval by the parliament, 

although there has been no ins-
tance of the budget failing to pass 
in the past.

When questioned by the Ti-
mes about the details of how the 
allocated funds will be spent, Lei 

underscored the importance of 
non-Greater China source marke-
ts in the government’s tourism 
strategy. He further revealed that 
attracting family visitors will also 
be a core part of the city’s target.

Lei specifically mentioned 
that the proportion of non-Grea-
ter China visitors to Macau had 
grown from 10% in January to 70% 
in October, suggesting that strate-
gies employed by the government 
had been effective. 

Looking forward, the gover-
nment will continue promoting 
Macau in a wider range of loca-
tions. Roadshows may be held 
again in the coming year as the 
senior official noted that local bu-
sinesspeople will be motivated to 
seek markets outside of Macau.

More efforts will focus on 
markets in Northeast and Sou-
theast Asia, and the government 
will aim to attract the attention of 
those visiting neighboring locali-
ties by suggesting that they con-
sider travelling to Macau enroute.

This includes multi-stop tours, 
a concept that has recently gai-
ned prominence in government 
discourse, with an emphasis on 
quantity.

Lei added that the local tou-
rism board will do more to attract 
and encourage visitors, especially 
those from outside of the Grea-
ter China Region, to extend their 
stays in Macau.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 02.11.2023

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 5
ADVERTISEMENT廣告



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
02.11.2023 thu

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

6

 ad

Due to the joint laying works of cable, pipelines, water pipes and 
sewer connection by Companhia de Electricidade de Macau - CEM, 
S.A. (CEM), Macao Water and construction engineering companies, 

temporary traffic arrangements will be implemented at Rua da 
Gruta, Travessa da Gruta, Praça de Luís de Camões and Travessa da 

Palanchica from 5 November (Sunday) to 24 November (Friday). 
Please refer below table for details. Bus services will not be affected 

during the period.

Temporary traffic arrangements for cable, 

pipelines, water pipes laying and sewer 

connection

Temporary traffic 
measures

Date Road section

No parking

5 – 24 November

Motorcycle parking spaces on Rua da Gruta 
near Edf. Lai Cheung

Closed to traffic
Road section of Travessa da Palanchica near 
Travessa da Gruta

Limited access

• A section of Travessa da Gruta between 
Travessa da Palanchica and Rua da Gruta;

• Road section of Praça de Luís de Camões 
near Travessa da Palanchica;

• Road section of Rua da Gruta near Aroma 
Court.

ECONOMY

Balancing ‘visible and invisible’ 
hands in diversification: Lei
ANTHONY LAM

SECRETARY  for Eco-
nomy and Finance Lei 

Wai Nong said economic 
diversification will be 
orchestrated under “the 
leadership of the market 
and the guidance of the 
government.”

The official invoked 
an economic concept to 
elaborate during a press 
conference yesterday.

He said that the gover-
nment will act as a visible 
hand and the market will 
act as an invisible one. 
While the latter should 
strive to optimize its use 
of available resources, 
the former should for-
mulate the appropriate 
planning and supporti-
ve policies, improve and 
invigorate the market 
environment, and su-
pervise market practices 
as well as preventing and 
controlling any potential 
imbalances.

While the optimiza-
tion of resource use is 

“a market order,” the se-
nior official highlighted 

that the market shou-
ld make use of guiding 

policies and resources 
from the government 
and create products 
that are appealing to the 
market.

He was also asked how 
MICE – being a core in-
dustry – could be deve-
loped to achieve diver-
sification. Underlining 
that the past 20 years 
or so have cultivated a 
high quality workforce 
and facilities for MICE in 
Macau, Lei said that the 
city should now strive to 

host events, noting that 
the local industry had 
historically merely orga-
nized events in the past 
decades without hosting 
them.

The government aims 
to achieve over 2,000 
MICE sessions per year 
in Macau as part of the 
diversification plan. In 
the plan, there are 81 
focused projects, which 
will help the government 
achieve this aim whi-
le diversifying the eco-

nomy.
On review of progress 

of the plan, director of 
Policy Research and Re-
gional Development, 
Cheong Chok Man, as-
sured that progress will 
be reviewed annually. 
Challenges on the im-
plementation of certain 
projects will be raised 
and discussed. If ben-
chmarks are missed, ad-
ditional resources will be 
invested to achieve the 
desired results.

Some benchmarks 
come with quantified 
determinants while 
others do not. Cheong 
said that this is because 
the plan is a collection of 
forecast and estimations. 
Consequently, it can be 
difficult to pinpoint the 
determinants of certain 
benchmarks.

To support diversifi-
cation policies, the go-
vernment will provide 
protections in certain 
areas such as finance, 
business environment, 
land, workforce, inter-
departmental coordina-
tion, and industrial sy-
nergies between Macau 
and Hengqin, as well as 
auxiliary regulations.

This economic diver-
sification plan is mainly 
focused on the “1+4” de-
velopment strategy, with 
World Tourism Leisure 
Center being the utmost 
core of the plan.

The full texts of the 
plan in the two official 
languages are available 
for download at https://
www.dsepdr.gov.mo/zh-
-hant/event/plandiversi-
fication or can be obtai-
ned at government servi-
ce centers or counters.

Gov’t: Laws crucial to 
financial development
THE government’s economic diversi-

fication plan makes repeated refe-
rence to the development of modern fi-
nance, which, alongside big health, high 
and new technologies, as well as MICE, 
business, culture and sports, constitute 
the government’s four focus areas for 
economic development.

According to Secretary for Economy 
and Finance, Lei Wai Nong, the plan 
also stresses the constant improvement 
of financial infrastructures in Macau to 
support economic diversification. In 
response to a question from the Times 
about what infrastructures the govern-
ment believes are still required for on-
going development, Lei briefly discus-
sed the topic due to time constraints.

He said that a central securities depo-
sitory is needed to foster modernized fi-
nancial products and services, and that 
the depository had been established. 

The overall system will continue to be 
constructed “to accomplish an ecology 
for the development of modern finance 
in Macau, in which a clearance platform 
or system is crucial,” Lei explained.

In contrast to common law jurisdic-
tions, Macau requires specific laws to 
clarify details in almost all areas. The-
refore, Lei added that local laws will be 
either updated or created to foster deve-
lopment in the financial industry.

Updates to the legal system gover-
ning the financial system came into for-
ce yesterday. Lei also disclosed that the 
Securities Bill is expected to be presen-
ted to the parliament in the coming ca-
lendar year. Industry consultation will 
be finalized by the end of this year.

“Laws construct a system to protect 
the safety of transactions in the market,” 
Lei said. “The development of products 
and services require laws.” AL
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Sands Resorts Macao par-
ticipated in the “Macao Week 
in Fujian·Xiamen” mega 
roadshow organised by the 
local government from Oct. 
26 to Oct. 30

Featuring an array of pro-
motional activities including 
a major roadshow and travel 
trade seminar, the informa-

This autumn and winter, 
Galaxy Macau is partnering 
with DFS Group to launch a 
wellness-themed event at 
DFS’s first “green” store in 
their network, the T Galleria 
Beauty by DFS, Macau, Ga-
laxy Macau. 

Sands Resorts participates in ‘Macao Week in Fujian-Xiamen’Galaxy partners with DFS Group to 
launch wellness-themed event industry and meetings and 

events partners to the latest 
offerings of Sands Resorts 
Macao’s three European-
-inspired properties – The 
Venetian Macao, The Lon-
doner Macao and The Pari-
sian Macao. 

The seminar spotlighted 
the ‘one-stop’ dining, ac-
commodation, shopping, 
entertainment and MICE ex-
periences across the resorts. 
Attendees also exchanged 
views on the development of 
tourism and MICE industries 
in Macau and Fujian, with a 
focus on deepening the Fu-
jian market’s understanding 
of Macao to foster coope-
ration and expand business 
opportunities. 

ses,’ and ‘Embrace Mother 
Nature’,” as cited in a state-
ment issued by the gaming 
operator.

The “Wellness Experience 
Day” commenced at the T 
Galleria Beauty.

French luxury beauty brand 
Guerlain’s “Beautiful Flower 
Workshop” further immer-
sed participants in “relaxa-
tion and healing, providing 
a precious respite from the 
hustle and bustle of daily life 
and reigniting their vitality 
and passion for life.”

In addition, the T Galle-
ria Beauty introduced fa-
cial care experiences from 
brands such as La Mer, La 
Prairie, Valmont, as well as 
hand care experiences from 
the natural skincare brand 
Fresh.

tive event showcases Ma-
cau’s ‘tourism +’ elements 
and highlights various ex-
periences at Sands Resorts 
Macao, targeting residents 
and industry representati-
ves.  

In addition, a travel trade 
seminar was held on Oct. 
26 to introduce the tourism 

The event, titled “The 
Best of You, Now” aims to 
encourage people to “em-
bark on a journey of healthy 
beauty and makeup throu-
gh four lifestyle aesthetics: 
‘Love Your Skin,’ ‘Color Your 
Days,’ ‘Immerse Your Sen-

ENERGY

Opponents of military rule in 
Myanmar applaud new sanctions 
targeting gas revenues
A U.N.-appointed human ri-

ghts expert and opponents 
of Myanmar’s military govern-
ment have welcomed the latest 
sanctions imposed by the Uni-
ted States, the United Kingdom 
and Canada on companies pro-
viding financial resources to the 
army-installed regime and hi-
gh-ranking officials. The move 
is linked to rising violence and 
human rights abuses in the Sou-
theast Asian nation.

The U.S. Treasury Department 
said Tyesterday [Macau time] 
it was imposing sanctions on 
Myanmar’s state-owned Myan-
ma Oil and Gas Enterprise, a joint 

venture partner in all offshore 
gas projects and a vital source of 
hard cash for the military govern-
ment. The sanctions block access 
to money and resources under 
U.S. control, and prohibit U.S. 
citizens from providing financial 
services to — or for the benefit of 
— MOGE starting from Dec. 15.

Five officials are on the sanc-
tions list: the ministers of indus-
try and investment and foreign 
economic relations; the director 
generals of the prosecution and 
prisons departments; and the 
chief of general staff for the com-
bined military forces. Three or-
ganizations were also designated 

for sanctions, according to the 
Treasury Department.

The U.K. also sanctioned five 
people and one entity that it said 
are involved either in providing 
financial services to the regime 
or the supply of restricted goods, 
including aircraft parts.

Canada also imposed sanc-
tions against 39 individuals and 
22 entities in coordination with 
the U.K. and the U.S.

Tom Andrews, a special ra-
pporteur working with the U.N. 
human rights office, said in a sta-
tement that the fresh sanctions 
were important steps forward 
and that the ban on financial ser-

vices that benefit MOGE would 
hit the junta’s largest source of 
revenue.

“These actions signal to the 
people of Myanmar that they 
have not been forgotten, but the-
re is much more that the interna-
tional community can and must 
do.” said Andrews, urging U.N. 
member states to take stronger, 
coordinated action “to support 
the heroic efforts of the people of 
Myanmar to defend their nation 
and save their children’s future.”

Justice for Myanmar, an un-
derground group of researchers 
and activists from Myanmar, also 
said the U.S. move against MOGE 

was a welcome step “to disrupt 
the junta’s single biggest source of 
foreign revenue.” The group ope-
rates covertly because the military 
government does not tolerate cri-
tics of its rule.

“The U.S. should continue to 
target the junta’s access to funds, 
including through full sanctions 
on MOGE in coordination with 
its allies,” the group said in a sta-
tement.

The sanctions are the latest the 
Western governments have impo-
sed on Myanmar’s military regi-
me, after the army seized power 
from the elected civilian govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi on Feb. 
1, 2021.

Widespread nonviolent protes-
ts following the military takeover 
were suppressed by deadly force 
and triggered armed resistance 
in much of the country that some 
experts characterize as a civil war.

“Today’s action, taken in coor-
dination with Canada and the 
United Kingdom ... denies the re-
gime access to arms and supplies 
necessary to commit its violent 
acts,” Brian Nelson, the Treasury 
Department’s undersecretary for 
terrorism and financial intelligen-
ce, said in a statement.

“Collectively, we remain com-
mitted to degrading the regime’s 
evasion tactics and continuing to 
hold the regime accountable for 
its violence,” he said.

The Myanmar public and hu-
man rights groups had called for 
sanctions targeting gas revenues 
shortly after the army takeover. 
About 50% of Myanmar’s foreign 
income derives from natural gas 
revenues. Several offshore gas 
fields operate in Myanmar’s ma-
ritime territory, run by companies 
from Thailand, Japan, Malaysia, 
India and South Korea in partner-
ship with MOGE. China is an in-
vestor in the pipeline that delivers 
the gas to the country.

The European Union imposed 
sanctions against MOGE in Fe-
bruary last year. MDT/AP
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HONG KONG

Beijing’s crackdown fails to dim city’s luster, as talent scheme lures mainland Chinese
KANIS LEUNG, HONG KONG

T
HE exodus of tens of thou-
sands of professionals 
from Hong Kong trigge-
red by a crackdown on its 

civil liberties is being offset by new 
arrivals: mainland Chinese keen to 
move to the former British colony.

The Asian financial hub has at-
tracted tens of thousands of visa 
applications from mainland Chine-
se under the Top Talent Pass Sche-
me, a program launched in late 
2022 aimed at luring high-income 
professionals and top global uni-
versity graduates from around the 
world, though nine in 10 successful 
applicants are from China.

For mainland Chinese, Hong 
Kong’s unique attributes — such 
as wider freedom of speech and 
internet access, its cosmopolitan 
ambiance, a less oppressive work 
culture, and a society where ability 
largely trumps connections — set 
it apart, according to interviews by 
The Associated Press with 20 main-
land Chinese visa holders.

Some, like Wu, a finance pro-
fessional in his 20s, view moving 
to Hong Kong as a way to gain 
greater freedom and security. Wu, 

who asked to be identified only by 
his surname, said he felt a sense 
of panic when he was trapped in 
unpredictable lockdowns in Beijing 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

He was tempted to join a protest 
against China’s stringent COVID-19 
restrictions, but opted instead to 
“run,” a Chinese euphemism for 
emigrating that became popular 
during the pandemic. He moved to 
Hong Kong during the summer.

“For now, it’s my life boat,” he 
said.

The leeway for public dissent 
has narrowed in China in recent 
years under leader Xi Jinping. Al-
though they have eroded under 
crackdowns that followed the im-
position of a 2020 national security 
law, Hong Kong still has Western-
-style civil liberties that reflect its 
history as a former colony. China’s 
communist leaders promised to let 
the semi-autonomous region keep 
those freedoms for 50 years after it 
returned to Chinese rule in 1997.

Wu says he shares with many 
Hong Kongers a desire for freedom 
of speech. He’s also happy it has 
fewer staunch nationalists, popu-
larly known as “little pinks,” than in 
Beijing. He enjoys the ability to free-

ly move his money to other coun-
tries and to be able to access the 
internet without having to use VPNs 
to circumvent the censorship that 
prevails in the Chinese mainland.

Since the Hong Kong govern-
ment enacted the national security 
law, saying it was needed to resto-
re stability following massive and 
violent pro-democracy protests in 
2019, many of the city’s leading acti-
vists have been prosecuted. Dozens 
of civil society groups have been 
disbanded, and outspoken media 
outlets like Apple Daily and Stand 
News have been forced to shut 
down.

Those political shifts, alongside 
strict COVID-19 controls that were 
lifted in Hong Kong faster than in 
the mainland, contributed to a de-
cline in Hong Kong’s population 
from 7.5 million in mid-2019 to 7.3 
million in mid-2022. International 
companies and banks also have 
been moving away.

It’s unclear how many Hong 
Kongers have left for good and how 
many departures were mainly be-
cause of the political climate. But 
more than 123,800 have moved to 
Britain and thousands of others gai-
ned permanent residency in Cana-

da under special policies for people 
from Hong Kong after the security 
law took effect.

The talent scheme is meant to 
help plug that brain drain: Accor-
ding to the immigration depart-
ment, about 37,000 applications 
from mainland Chinese have al-
ready been approved. It is unclear 

how many have already arrived in 
the city, which had about 135,000 
mainland Chinese already residing 
there for less than seven years as of 
2021, before the program was laun-
ched.

Many others have become per-
manent residents after staying in 
the city for more than seven years: 
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Beijing’s crackdown fails to dim city’s luster, as talent scheme lures mainland Chinese

nearly a third of the city’s residents 
were born in other parts of China 
and self-ruled Taiwan, though most 
of those moved to Hong Kong years 
ago.

Fresh graduate Zhang Guangwei, 
22, said he turned down several job 
offers in mainland China to work as 
a software developer in Hong Kong, 

aiming to escape from China’s no-
torious “996” working culture, in 
which employees often work from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. six days a week.

Zhang got a taste of a similar 
workaholic lifestyle during an in-
ternship and he’s happy his Hong 
Kong job only requires him to work 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. for five days a 

week. That allows him spare time to 
hike and socialize with friends.

“If work gets too busy, then I feel 
it’s meaningless for me to earn mo-
ney,” he said.

Most of the mid-career people 
interviewed by AP said they were 
largely motivated by Hong Kong’s 
wider educational opportunities for 
their children.

Monica Wang, a 39-year-old bu-
sinesswoman who has secured a 
visa, was enticed by Hong Kong’s 
freedom of speech and its por-
trayal in movies and TV shows as a 
modern city that embra-
ces a variety of lifestyles. 
Hungry for new career 
options, she hopes to re-
locate to Hong Kong from 
the nearby city of Zhuhai.

“I want to see more 
about the world and I also 
hope my children can,” 
she said.

Most people inter-
viewed by AP appeared 
undeterred by the nar-
rowing of leeway for dis-
sent and free speech in Hong Kong, 
which still enjoys wider freedoms 
than can be found across the border 
in mainland China. Wang said she 

viewed the security law as a way to 
make the city safer.

Though the new arrivals may 
alleviate the brain drain in some 
areas like finance, they may not 
fully make up for the loss of talent 
across various sectors, said Simon 
Lee, an honorary fellow at the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong’s 
Asia-Pacific Institute of Business. 
The medical sector has lost some 
“quite experienced” professionals 
who can’t be easily replaced by 
doctors who haven’t been trained 
locally, he said.

Experts are unsure how the influx 
of mainland Chinese might shape 
the city’s future given the dynamic 
interactions between new arrivals 

and Hong Kong natives. Although 
not all newcomers can speak Canto-
nese — the mother tongue of many 
Hong Kongers — some of them can 
secure a job quickly as Mandarin has 
become an increasingly prominent 
language in the city after the 1997 
handover.

Hong Kong has been absorbing 
migrants from the rest of China ever 
since it was a fishing village centuries 
ago, and while many were refugees 
fleeing civil war, poverty or commu-
nism, many others came simply in 
search of better opportunities than 

they could find back home.
Such factors are playing 

out in the lives of new arri-
vals like Wu, the finance pro-
fessional.

He says he finds his lo-
cal friends and Hong Kong 
media outlets have become 
more cautious since he ar-
rived. If the government ti-
ghtens controls and the po-
litical atmosphere becomes 
too suffocating, Wu said he 
plans to try to stay for the se-

ven years required to get permanent 
residency. After that, he said, “there’s 
a high probability that I will leave.” 
MDT/AP

TAIWAN

China keeps up military pressure, 
sending 43 planes, 7 ships near island

CHRISTOPHER BODEEN, 
TAIPEI

TAIWAN said yester-
day that China sent 43 

military aircraft and seven 
ships near the self-ruled 
island, the latest sign that 
Beijing plans no let-up in 
its campaign of harass-
ment, threats and intimi-
dation.

Taiwan’s Defense Mi-
nistry said the figure was 
current for the 24 hours up 
to 6:00 a.m. yesterday and 
that 37 of the aircraft had 
crossed the median line 
in the Taiwan Strait, which 
China no longer recogni-
zes as an informal divider 
between the sides.

It said Taiwan had mo-
nitored the situation, 
scrambled jet fighters, 
dispatched ships and ac-
tivated land-based missile 
systems, all standard res-
ponses to Chinese military 
activities, which inclu-
de crossing into Taiwan’s 
air defense identification 
zone but not into its actual 
airspace.

Such Chinese maneu-
vers have become frequent 
and aggressive since then- 
U.S. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi visited Taiwan in 
August 2022. China sus-
pended military commu-

nication with the U.S. to 
show its displeasure over 
her trip to Taiwan, which 
is part of Chinese territory.

China’s military maneu-
vers are seen as intended 
to break down Taiwanese 
morale, exhausting its pi-
lots and other personnel 
and wearing down its equi-
pment. Despite that, the 

present status of de-facto 
independence remains 
widely popular among the 
island’s voters and the de-
fense budget has been in-
creased to purchase new 
equipment from the U.S., 
its chief ally, and to pro-
duce some items locally, 
including submarines.

At an international de-

fense forum in Beijing on 
Monday, China’s second-
-ranking military official 
Gen. Zhang Youxia reitera-
ted threats by the Chinese 
government to retaliate 
against moves toward es-
tablishing Taiwan’s formal 
independence, saying that 
“no matter who tries to 
split Taiwan from China in 

any form, China and the 
Chinese military will never 
allow that to happen.”

Zhang, who is also vice 
chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, 
which oversees the wor-
ld’s largest standing mili-
tary, opened the three-day 
event in the absence of for-
mer Defense Minister Gen. 

Li Shangfu, who would 
have normally hosted the 
event.

Li was removed from his 
position last week after a 
two-month absence from 
public view. The govern-
ment has not provided any 
reason for his removal.

The Beijing event, at-
tended by military repre-
sentatives from dozens of 
countries, was an occasion 
for China to project regio-
nal leadership and boost 
military cooperation. That 
comes despite frictions 
with the U.S., with Japan 
over an uninhabited East 
China Sea island group, 
with its Southeast Asian 
neighbors over China’s 
claim to virtually the en-
tire South China and with 
India along their disputed 
border.

But in a sign that 
Washington and Beijing 
were considering a possi-
ble resumption of military 
dialogue, the U.S. was re-
presented at the forum by 
a delegation led by Cynthia 
Carras, the Defense De-
partment’s leading official 
on China. As of yesterday, 
it appeared she had depar-
ted without holding any 
formal meetings with Chi-
nese officials or speaking 
to the media. MDT/AP

Though the new 
arrivals may alleviate 

the brain drain in some 
areas like finance, they 
may not fully make up 

for the loss of talent 
across various sectors
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Prime minister to raise imprisoned 
democracy blogger during China visit

BANGLADESH

Deli and Dhaka launch new India-assisted 
rail projects amid opposition protests
ASHOK SHARMA, NEW 
DELHI

INDIA and Bangladesh 
launched two new rai-

lway links and a thermal 
power plant unit yesterday 
to strengthen connections 
and energy security in the 
region amid strong opposi-
tion protests in Bangladesh.

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Bangla-
deshi Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina jointly inaugurated 
the three Indian-assisted 
development projects via 
video conferencing.

India provided $47.8 
million for a cross-border 
train link and a $388.92 
million concessional line of 
credit for the Khulna-Mon-
gla port rail line in Bangla-
desh. India provided ano-

ther $1.6 billion for Ban-
gladesh’s 1,320-megawatt 
super thermal power pro-
ject, according to India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry.

Hasina is facing street 
protests from opposition 
supporters who demand 

that her government re-
sign and hand power to a 
nonpartisan caretaker to 
oversee a general election 
next year.

At least six people have 
been killed and dozens in-
jured during street protes-

ts since Saturday, officials 
said.

Hasina considers a part-
nership with India politi-
cally significant for regional 
peace and development. 
However, India has not 
commented directly on the 

recent unrest. The Dhaka-
-based embassies of Wes-
tern countries, especially 
the United States, have 
regularly issued statemen-
ts calling for both sides to 
show restraint and to find a 
way for a free, fair and par-
ticipatory election.

China and Russia issued 
statements in recent mon-
ths accusing Washington of 
interfering in Bangladesh’s 
internal political affairs.

China also is involved 
in many mega projects in 
Bangladesh, while Russia is 
building the country’s first 
nuclear power plant.

India and Bangladesh 
share historical and cultu-
ral ties; Bengali, which is 
spoken in both countries, 
is a strong bond. Bilateral 
relations have improved 

since Hasina and her Awa-
mi League party came to 
power in 2009.

During her September 
2022 visit to India, the two 
countries signed a water-
-sharing agreement and six 
other pacts, including ones 
on space technology and 
scientific collaboration.

Since Hasina became 
prime minister, her govern-
ment has addressed India’s 
concerns about anti-In-
dia militant groups taking 
shelter on Bangladeshi soil. 
However, India has failed to 
sign an agreement on sha-
ring the waters of the River 
Teesta, a key Bangladesh 
demand.

Another serious concern 
for Bangladesh is the use of 
lethal weapons by the In-
dian border security force 
to kill Bangladeshis suspec-
ted of involvement in smu-
ggling or illegally crossing 
the border. Unauthorized 
immigration to India from 
Bangladesh has dogged the 
countries’ bilateral ties for 
years. MDT/AP

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

PRIME Minister Anthony Al-
banese said yesterday he will 

raise the plight of a detained Aus-
tralian democracy blogger with 
Chinese leaders during a state vi-
sit to China.

Albanese said he had approved 
a draft letter to the sons of Yang 
Hengjun, who has been detained 
in China since 2019.

“We’re very sympathetic and 
understand the concerns that 
they would have for their father 
and for this Australian who has 
been detained now for a long pe-
riod of time,” Albanese told repor-
ters.

The sons have made public a 
letter to Albanese, dated Oct. 28, 
that said there was a “narrow win-
dow of opportunity” before Alba-
nese left for China to secure their 
father’s freedom.

“We ask that you make it clear 
that it is not possible to stabili-
ze the bilateral relationship with 
a government that is holding an 
Australian citizen just a few kilo-
meters south of where you will be 
hosted,” the brothers added, re-
ferring to Beijing.

They said they had just last 
week received the first letter Yang 
had been allowed to send from 
detention. Yang wrote: “I’m sick, 

I’m weak, I’m dying.”
Yang, who once worked for 

China’s Ministry of State Security, 
is still awaiting a verdict from his 
closed-door trial on espionage 
charges in May 2021.

His sons are 24 and 31 years 
old. Family friend Feng Chongyi 
said the sons had not been publi-
cly identified because they feared 

Chinese retaliation for their fa-
ther’s activities.

Feng said Albanese becoming 
the first Australian prime minister 
in seven years to visit China crea-
ted an opportunity for Yang.

“It’s not the last chance, but it’s 
the best chance,” Feng said. “The 
visit symbolizes the complete 
normalization of relations be-

tween the two countries.”
Chinese Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Wang Wenbin de-
fended Yang’s prosecution and his 
wait of over two years for a verdict.

“China is a country under the 
rule of law,” Wang said at a daily 
briefing.

“China’s judiciary authority 
handled the case in strict accor-

dance with law, fully protected 
all legitimate rights of the person 
involved and fully respected and 
ensured the Australian side’s con-
sular rights, including their rights 
to a consular visit,” he added.

Albanese’s visit that begins to-
morrow is a sign that bilateral re-
lations have improved since his 
center-left government was elec-
ted last year following nine years 
of conservative rule.

Albanese will meet with Pre-
sident Xi Jinping and Premier Li 
Qiang in Beijing and attend the 
China International Import Expo 
in Shanghai during the three-day 
visit.

Albanese raised the plights of 
Yang and another detained Aus-
tralian, journalist Cheng Lei, in 
his first meeting with Xi on the 
sidelines of a Group of 20 summit 
in Indonesia a year ago.

Cheng was deported last mon-
th in what many saw as Beijing 
clearing the way for Albanese’s 
visit.

Yang’s sons wrote that said they 
had been “inspired by the won-
derful news” of Cheng’s release. 
They hoped Australian authori-
ties could “achieve a second mira-
cle by saving our father.”

Asked about Cheng’s case, Al-
banese told reporters: “Every case 
is ... different.” MDT/AP

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese

Activists of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party participate in a protest in Dhaka, last weekend
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Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Gaza’s communications cut again for hours, 
as foreigners, wounded prepare to exit
NAJIB JOBAIN 
AND SAMY MAGDY, RAFAH

G
AZA was plunged into 
another communica-
tions blackout yester-
day, with internet and 

phone service cut for several hou-
rs as Israeli troops battled Hamas 
militants. Meanwhile, dozens of 
foreign passport holders crowded 
into a border crossing ahead of 
what could be the first such de-
parture from the besieged Palesti-
nian enclave.

Communications began to be 
restored after Gaza’s second such 
blackout in recent days, but aid 
agencies warned that the disrup-
tions severely hamper their work 
in an already dire situation. Dea-
dly airstrikes — including one 
that leveled apartment buildings 
in a refugee camp near Gaza City 
— have forced many to flee their 
homes and basic supplies are 
running low.

New strikes hit apartment 
blocks in the Jabaliya camp for 
a second day in a row, according 
to the Hamas-run government, 
which said many were killed or 
wounded, though the toll was not 
immediately known. Al-Jazeera 
television, which is still reporting 
from northern Gaza, aired footage 
of devastation and of several wou-
nded people, including children, 
being brought to a nearby hospi-
tal.

Despite the deteriorating cir-
cumstances, no one has been 
allowed to leave Gaza, except for 
four hostages released by Hamas, 
since Israel declared a total siege 
in the wake of the militants’ bloo-
dy Oct. 7 rampage into southern 
Israel.

But an agreement appeared 
to have been reached yesterday. 
The Palestinian crossing authority 
said more than 400 foreign pass-
port holders would be permitted 
to leave for Egypt, as would some 
wounded people. Egypt has said 
it will not accept an influx of Pa-
lestinian refugees because of fears 
Israel will not allow them to return 
to Gaza after the war.

Dozens of people could be 
seen entering the Rafah crossing 
— the only one currently opera-
ting — and ambulances carrying 
wounded Palestinians exited on 
the Egyptian side. More than 80 
Palestinians — out of many thou-
sands wounded in the war — 
will be brought in for treatment, 
Egypt’s Health Ministry said, and 
a field hospital has been set up in 
an Egyptian town near the cros-
sing.

But as a few hundred prepared 
to leave, the rest of of Gaza’s 2.3 

million people found themselves 
cut off from the world — and each 
other — once again.

The Palestinian telecoms com-
pany Paltel said internet and mo-
bile phone services were gradually 
being restored in Gaza following a 
“complete disruption.” Commu-
nications had earlier gone down 
over the weekend as Israeli troops 
pushed into Gaza in larger num-
bers.

Internet-access advocacy 
group NetBlocks.org attributed 
both disruptions to “measures 
imposed by Israel.” Alp Toker, the 
director the group, said “service 
remains significantly below pre-
-war levels.”

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said communi-
cation blackouts make it harder 
for civilians to seek safety. “Even 
the potentially life-saving act of 
calling an ambulance becomes 
impossible,” said Jessica Mous-
san, an ICRC spokesperson.

More than 8,500 Palestinians 
have been killed in the war, 
mostly women and minors, and 
more than 21,000 people have 
been wounded, the Gaza Health 
Ministry said Tuesday, without 
providing a breakdown between 
civilians and fighters. The figure is 
without precedent in decades of 
Israeli-Palestinian violence.

Over 1,400 people have died 
on the Israeli side, mainly civi-
lians killed during Hamas’ initial 
attack, also an unprecedented 
figure. Palestinian militants also 
abducted around 240 people 
during their incursion and have 
continued firing rockets into Is-
rael.

The Israeli military confirmed 
yesterday that nine soldiers have 
been killed in fighting in northern 
Gaza, bringing the total of mili-
tary casualties since the start of 
the ground operation to 11.

On Tuesday, rescuers franti-
cally dug through the rubble of 
apartment buildings leveled in 
Israeli airstrikes on the Jabaliya 
refugee camp near Gaza City, 
pulling out men, women and 
children. The director of a near-
by hospital where casualties were 
taken, Dr. Atef Al-Kahlot, said 
hundreds of people were wou-
nded or killed, but the exact toll 
was not yet known.

Israel said the strike, which 
targeted senior Hamas military 
leader Ibrahim Biari, destroyed 
a militant command center and 
an underground tunnel network, 
and killed dozens of other figh-
ters. Military spokesman Jona-

than Conricus said Biari had also 
been a key planner of the Oct. 7 
attack, and that the apartment 
buildings collapsed only because 
the underground Hamas com-
plex had been destroyed.

Neither side’s account could be 
independently confirmed.

The strike underlined the an-
ticipated surge in casualties on 
both sides as Israeli troops advan-
ce toward the outskirts of Gaza 
City and its dense residential nei-
ghborhoods. Israeli officials say 
Hamas’ military infrastructure, 
including hundreds of kilometers 
of underground tunnels, is con-
centrated in the city, which was 
home to some 650,000 people be-
fore the war.

Gaza has been sealed off since 
the start of the war, causing shor-
tages of food, water, medicine and 
fuel. Israel has allowed internatio-
nal aid groups to send more than 

200 trucks carrying food and me-
dicine to enter from Egypt over 
the past 10 days, but aid workers 
say it’s not nearly enough.

Israel has barred fuel imports, 
leading to a blackout in the terri-
tory that relies heavily on genera-
tors for electricity. Hospitals have 
warned that their own generators 
may soon shut down, putting pa-
tients on life support at risk. Israel 
says it won’t allow fuel to enter 
because Hamas would confiscate 
it to use for military purposes.

Israel has vowed to crush Ha-
mas’ ability to govern Gaza or 
threaten it, while also saying it 
does not plan to reoccupy the 
territory, from which it withdrew 
soldiers and settlers in 2005. But 
it has said little about who would 
govern Gaza afterwards.

In congressional testimony on 
Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken suggested that 
“at some point, what would make 
the most sense is for an effective 
and revitalized Palestinian Au-
thority to have governance and 
ultimately security responsibility 
for Gaza.”

Hamas drove the authority’s 
forces out of Gaza in a week of 
heavy fighting in 2007, leaving it 
with limited control over parts of 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 
Palestinian support for the Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas has plun-
ged since then, with many Pales-
tinians dismissing the PA as little 
more than Israel’s police force 
because it helps suppress Hamas 
and other militant groups.

The war has meanwhile threa-
tened to ignite more fighting on 
other fronts. Israel and Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah militant group have 
traded fire daily along the bor-
der, and Israel and the U.S. have 
struck targets in Syria linked to 
Iran, which supports Hamas, He-
zbollah and other armed groups 
in the region. MDT/AP

THE latest Israel-Hamas war has 
quickly become the deadliest and 
most destructive of the five wars 
fought between the sides since 
Hamas seized control of the Gaza 
Strip in 2007 from the Palestinian 
Authority.
The fighting erupted Oct. 7 when 
Hamas carried out a bloody 
attack in southern Israel. Since 
then, Israel has relentlessly 
pounded the Gaza Strip with air-
strikes that have wrought unprec-
edented destruction, flattening 
entire neighborhoods.
Here’s a look in numbers at 
the toll of the war as of Nov. 1, 

sourced from the Gaza Health 
Ministry and Israeli officials as well 
as international observers and aid 
groups:

1,400
Number of people killed in Israel
8,525
Number of Palestinians killed in Gaza
125
Number of Palestinians killed in West 
Bank
5,431
Number of Israelis injured
21,543
Number of Palestinians injured in 
Gaza

2,050
Number of Palestinians injured in 
the West Bank
250,000
Number of Israelis displaced
OVER 1.4 MILLION
Number of Palestinians displaced 
in Gaza
240
Soldiers and civilians being held 
hostage in Gaza
5
Hostages released or rescued
217
Aid trucks let into Gaza
33,960
Residential units destroyed in Gaza

A staggering toll
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An American held hostage in Beirut by Muslim 
fundamentalists has been released.

David Jacobsen was set free in the west of the 
Lebanese capital after 17 months of captivity at 
the hands of Islamic Jihad.

After his release, Mr Jacobsen, 55, was taken to 
the American embassy compound in east Beirut.

He was kidnapped in May 1985 as he walked the 
short distance from his home on the American 
University Hospital campus to the hospital com-
pound.

He is expected to leave Beirut soon with his 
daughters and sons who have come to the city 
to greet him.

Mr Jacobsen’s release is being credited to the 
efforts of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s special 
envoy, Terry Waite.

Soon after the hostage was freed a US helicop-
ter collected Mr Waite from Lanarca in Cyprus 
where he had been conducting secret negotia-
tions and took him to the US embassy in Beirut.

Mr Waite’s intervention in the case of the Beirut 
hostages comes after success in freeing people 
held in Iran and Libya.

So far he has helped gain the release of three 
Beirut hostages after their relatives appealed to 
him for help.

The US authorities were also involved in the 
negotiations.

US presidential spokesman Larry Speakes said 
they could not divulge details because of con-
cerns for the safety of other captives in Lebanon.

“Again we call on the captors of all hostages in 
Lebanon to release their innocent victims.

“No political goals are or will be achieved by 
resorting to extortion or terrorism,” Mr Speakes 
said.

The US Government held the kidnappers of the 
remaining hostages responsible for their safety, 
he added.

At least two other American hostages are still 
being held in Beirut as well as several Frenchmen 
and Briton John McCarthy.

Courtesy BBC News

1986 US hoStage
   freed in BeirUt

In context

After David Jacobsen’s release it emerged 
that in spite of earlier declarations, the US 
Government had been effectively buying 
hostages’ freedom.
The US had been selling arms to Iran in return 
for its influence over the hostage-takers.
This led to the so-called “Iran Contragate” af-
fair after further revelations that money from 
the arms sales had then been channelled to 
fund rebels in Nicaragua.
Hostage negotiator Terry Waite was himself 
kidnapped in 1987 and not released until No-
vember 1991.
The following month saw the release of the 
last US hostage, Terry Anderson, after seven 
years in captivity.

this day in history

UK

Summit aims to tackle 
thorny issues around 
cutting-edge AI risks

puting innovation and has 
framed the summit as the 
start of a global conversation 
about the safe development 
of AI. But Vice President 
Kamala Harris is due to steal 
the focus yesterday with a 
separate speech in London 
setting out the U.S. admi-
nistration’s more hands-on 
approach.

She’s due to attend the 
summit on Thursday alon-
gside government officials 
from more than two dozen 
countries including Cana-
da, France, Germany, India, 
Japan, Saudi Arabia — and 
China, invited over the pro-
tests of some members of 
Sunak’s governing Conserva-
tive Party.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk is 
also scheduled to discuss AI 
with Sunak in a livestreamed 
conversation tonight (Fri-
day, Macau time). The tech 
billionaire was among tho-
se who signed a statement 
earlier this year raising the 
alarm about the perils that 
AI poses to humanity.

European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen, United Nations Se-
cretary-General Antonio 
Guterres and executives 

from U.S. artificial intelli-
gence companies such as 
Anthropic and influential 
computer scientists like 
Yoshua Bengio, one of the 
“godfathers” of AI, are also 
expected.

The meeting is being held 
at Bletchley Park, a former 
top secret base for World War 
II codebreakers that’s seen 
as a birthplace of modern 
computing.

One of Sunak’s major 
goals is to get delegates to 
agree on a first-ever commu-
nique about the nature of AI 
risks. He said the technology 
brings new opportunities 
but warns about frontier AI’s 
threat to humanity, becau-
se it could be used to create 
biological weapons or be ex-
ploited by terrorists to sow 
fear and destruction.

Only governments, not 
companies, can keep people 
safe from AI’s dangers, Su-
nak said last week. However, 
in the same speech, he also 
urged against rushing to re-
gulate AI technology, saying 
it needs to be fully unders-
tood first.

In contrast, Harris will 
stress the need to address 
the here and now, including 

“societal harms that are al-
ready happening such as 
bias, discrimination and the 
proliferation of misinforma-
tion.”

Harris plans to stress 
that the Biden administra-
tion is “committed to hold 
companies accountable, on 
behalf of the people, in a 
way that does not stifle inno-
vation,” including through 
legislation.

“As history has shown in 
the absence of regulation 
and strong government 
oversight, some technology 
companies choose to prio-
ritize profit over: Tthe well-
being of their customers; the 
security of our communities; 
and the stability of our de-
mocracies,” she plans to say.

She’ll point to President 
Biden’s executive order this 
week, setting out AI safe-
guards, as evidence the U.S. 
is leading by example in de-
veloping rules for artificial 
intelligence that work in 
the public interest. Among 
measures she will announce 
is an AI Safety Institute, run 
through the Department of 
Commerce, to help set the 
rules for “safe and trusted 
AI.”

Harris also will encoura-
ge other countries to sign 
up to a U.S.-backed pledge 
to stick to “responsible and 
ethical” use of AI for military 
aims.

A White House official 
gave details of Harris’s spee-
ch, speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss her re-
marks in advance. MDT/AP

KELVIN CHAN & JILL 
LAWLESS, BLETCHLEY PARK

DIGITAL officials, tech 
company bosses and re-

searchers converged yester-
day at a former codebreaking 
spy base near London to dis-
cuss and better understand 
the extreme risks posed by 
cutting-edge artificial inte-
lligence.

The two-day summit fo-
cuses on so-called frontier 
AI — the latest and most 
powerful systems that take 
the technology right up to 
its limits, but could come 
with as-yet-unknown dan-
gers. They’re underpinned 
by foundation models, whi-
ch power chatbots like Ope-
nAI’s ChatGPT and Google’s 
Bard and are trained on vast 
pools of information scra-
ped from the internet.

Some 100 people from 28 
countries are expected to 
attend Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak’s two-day AI Safety 
Summit, though the British 
government has refused to 
disclose the guest list.

The event is a labor of love 
for Sunak, a tech-loving for-
mer banker who wants the 
U.K. to be a hub for com-
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US Vice President Kamala Harris, with husband Second Gentleman Douglas Emhoff, arrives in London to attend the AI safety summit 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Footfall; 5- Ground; 9- Outdo; 12- One telling tales; 13- Cream-filled 

cookies; 15- Tops; 16- Dynamic beginning; 17- Summit; 18- Speck; 19- Red 
powdery condiment; 21- Phantom; 23- Burrows and Vigoda; 24- RPM part; 
25- Priest; 28- Temporary inactivity; 33- Pays to play; 34- Hero; 35- Dreg; 36- 
Ocean; 37- Ventured; 38- Golfer Ernie; 39- Injure; 41- Bakery worker; 42- Move 
sideways; 44- Put in order; 46- Trust; 47- Him, to Henri; 48- False god; 49- Capital 
of Georgia, USA; 53- See; 57- Grating; 58- Neighborhoods; 60- This, in Tijuana; 
61- Be dependent; 62- TV producer Michaels; 63- Ollie’s partner; 64- Court fig.; 
65- Toward the mouth; 66- Simon ___;
 
DOWN 1- Hit with an open hand; 2- ___ yellow ribbon...; 3- Clanton foe; 4- 
Divide proportionately; 5- Compartment for safekeeping; 6- Hand woven 
wall hanging; 7- Maiden name indicator; 8- Prescribed amount; 9- Kit item; 
10- Savvy about; 11- Hammer end; 14- 
Salary; 15- Unprincipled; 20- Native 
Nigerians; 22- Susan of “L.A. Law”; 
25- Turkish title of old; 26- Lend ___; 
27- Fab Four name; 28- Ventilated; 29- 
Joburg settler; 30- Wanting; 31- Yo Yo’s 
instrument; 32- Ruhr city; 34- Chantilly 
product; 37- Pertaining to the fingers; 
40- Disease of the body; 42- Show to a 
table; 43- Ailment; 45- Convent dweller; 
46- Elevated; 48- African sir; 49- Mogul 
capital until 1658; 50- Waste allowance; 
51- Rhythmic swing; 52- Buck follower; 
54- This, in Tijuana; 55- Remain; 56- 
Juniors, perhaps; 59- Goof up; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t deny yourself  today. You’ll 
stay out of  trouble if  you pick 
projects that will benefit the whole 
family. Your practical approach to 
life may charm someone who has 
been observing you. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Sudden changes regarding your 
circle of  friends could prove 
interesting and stimulating. 
Limitation could set in if  you’ve been 
spending too much. Coworkers may 
not be on your side. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Kick your shoes off and relax. 
Travel will be favorable. Jealousy 
may get in the way of  a good 
relationship. Avoid overloading 
your plate.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need to spend less time 
daydreaming and more time 
accomplishing. You can get others to 
do things for you but be sure not to 
overpay them or lend them money. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You will have the ability to capture 
the interest of  others. You can make 
changes that will enhance your 
appearance. You will expand your 
circle of  friends if  you join groups. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Use your better judgment before 
you sign up for a costly venture. 
You need a break from your 
daily routine. Problems with your 
partner are apparent. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It may not be the best time to socialize 
with clients or colleagues today. Your 
ideas are good and career moves can 
be realized. Accept the inevitable 
and continue to do your job. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Risks will not be profitable. 
Relatives will be cordial. 
Extravagance and overindulgence 
are not a cure if  you’re feeling 
sorry for yourself. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Deceit around you is evident. This 
is not the day to be extravagant. 
You will communicate easily and 
should be able to accomplish all 
that you set out to do. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Do not get upset about situations 
you cannot change. You can get 
support from groups that you belong 
to if  you’re willing to step out on a 
limb and voice your opinions. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t be afraid to say what’s on 
your mind. Children may be 
difficult to handle. A change of  
attitude has probably disrupted 
your home environment. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your lover probably won’t put 
up with your behavior. Follow 
through on some of  the good 
ideas that come up, and you could 
have a real winner of  a deal. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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DRIVE IN

‘Rustin’ with an outstanding 
Colman Domingo terrific 
look at March on Washington

tTUNES

Chinese boy band WayV prove their 
mettle with second album ‘On My Youth’
SM Entertainment’s Chi-

nese boy band WayV 
have come out with guns 
blazing on their sophomo-
re album, “On My Youth.” 
It’s no small feat for the si-
x-piece group to stand out, 
particularly because they 
are the the fourth sub-unit 
(a smaller group made up 
from members of a larger 
one) from the K-pop mega 
boyband NCT.

But WayV manage to 
forge their own style and 
path in the dizzying world 
of K-pop divisions and sub-
divisions. They are in spirit, 
musically and aestheti-

cally, the new generation’s 
EXO-M — SM Entertain-
ment’s previous Chinese 
subgroup of their super act 
EXO — loaded with similar 
charisma.

WayV, whose name is 
an acronym for We Are 
Your Vision, expertly mix 
hip-hop, pop and electro-
nica on their new 10-track 
album in a style uniquely 
their own. From the neo-
-soulful “No One But You” 
and the bright pop “Be Alri-
ght,” this album is a journey 
that always seems to revert 
back to a sense of hopeful-
ness, uplifting the listener 

even when detouring with 
a weird trap stanza. (In that 
way, moving from a kind 
of softness to an edge feels 
like the sonic equivalent of 
watching Bambi pretend to 
be the hunter.)

The title track and single 
“On My Youth,” which also 
gets an all English-langua-
ge version on the album, 
moves from electronic 
music to trap to rap in a 
mid-tempo melody, an an 
unexpected but welcomed 
combo. “Poppin’ Love” is 
ripe for dancing, with its 
Y2K boy band-style pro-
duction flavor with a diz-

zying beat. “Lighthouse” is 
a pleasant stripped down 
piano ballad, and “Moon-
light” goes full pop with a 
majestic string arrange-
ment.

If there is an outlier on 
the album, it’s found on 
“RODEO,” with its deep 
bass EDM beats and sur-
prising reference to Lil Jon’s 
“From the Window to the 
Wall.” But its uniqueness 
doesn’t make for a disjoin-
ted listening experience 
— instead, it works as a 
great break on the album, 
arriving midway through. 
Think of it like an animated 

intermission.
Lyrically, the entirety 

of the record is an ode to 
youth, young love, imma-
ture mistakes and hope 

for the future. With beats 
like these, it’s a safe bet the 
sextet will be a lasting part 
of the C-pop pantheon.  
CRISTINA JALERU, MDT/AP

MARK KENNEDY, MDT/AP 
ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

THE 1963 March on Washing-
ton drew an estimated 250,000 

people from across the country — 
the largest march at that point in 
American history — and was the 
place where the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. delivered his iconic “I 
Have a Dream” speech.

It likely wouldn’t have happe-
ned without the work of a master 
strategist: Bayard Rustin, a gay 
Black socialist and pacifist-activist 
from Pennsylvania, whose close 
friendship with King was the en-
gine in the early days of the Civil 
Rights Movement.

The winning, triumphant Ne-
tflix movie “Rustin” explores the 
stressful weeks leading up to the 
march from the grassroots level, 
with Colman Domingo starring as 
the organizer who many people 
know nothing about.

It was he who wrangled 80,000 
boxed lunches, 22 first aid sta-
tions, six water tanks, 2,200 char-
tered buses, six chartered flights, 
292 latrines, over 1,000 Black po-
lice officers and a change to the 
city’s subway schedule, not to 
mention snagging celebrities like 
Marlon Brando, Charlton Heston, 
Lena Horne and James Baldwin.

Domingo is debonair, frisky, 
droll, passionate and utterly cap-
tivating as Rustin — the film re-
presenting the electric meeting of 
winning material with the perfect 
performer.

“You’re irrelevant,” Rustin is 
told at an after-work get-together 
by a more militant activist. “It’s 
Friday night. I’ve been called wor-
se,” Rustin responds, taking a sip 
of his cocktail.

But as wonderful as Domingo 
is, it’s the astonishing amount of 
talent in front of and behind the 
camera that will take your brea-
th away. No matter how small, 
each performance brings fire and 
makes the most of a few minutes 
on camera.

Is that Jeffrey Wright as a dour 
Rep. Adam Clayton Powell? Yes, 
indeed. Wait, isn’t that Adrienne 
Warren? Yup. Kevin Mambo and 
Audra McDonald, too? Yes and 
yes. Chris Rock ages up to play a 

stuffy NAACP Executive Secretary 
Roy Wilkins and Glynn Turman is 
awesome, as always, as labor lea-
der A. Philip Randolph.

Da’Vine Joy Randolph plays 
Mahalia Jackson, Michael Potts is 
“Cleve” Robinson, CCH Pounder 
as Dr. Anna Hegeman, appropria-
tely, gets her own warm round of 
applause during the movie. And 
Aml Ameen plays an understated 
King, his moments with Rustin 
playing like two old friends.

There’s excellence in the music 
— Branford Marsalis provides the 
jazzy score, including lonely sax 
solos and mournful double bass 
plucks — and Lenny Kravitz con-
tributed an original song, “Road 
to Freedom.”

The biopic has a presidential 
seal or at least a former presiden-
tial seal — Barack Obama and 
Michelle Obama’s Higher Grou-
nd produced. (Obama awarded 
Rustin a posthumous Presidential 
Medal of Freedom.)

“Rustin” is more than just 
the public-facing story of how 
the March on Washington came 
about. It’s also a portrait of a man 
who has to hide his sexuality. If it 
was widely known, his career, the 
march and maybe even the Civil 
Rights Movement itself could be 
at risk.

Domingo shows the immense 
pressures faced by being a reli-
giously-raised, Black gay man in 
the racist and homophobic 1960s, 

enough psychic forces to tear a 
man apart.

“On the day that I was born 
Black, I was also born a homo-
sexual,” Rustin tells King before 
a crucial meeting with Black lea-
dership. “They either believe in 
freedom and justice for all or they 
do not.”

Director George C. Wolfe, a 
theater legend, keeps this bio-
pic intriguing, making it almost 
feel like a caper. Will they pull off 
their audacious effort? Of course, 
but the twists and turns endured 
make organizing the march a bit 
like the rush to get a big musical 
on its feet. Wolfe adds that energy.

The screenplay by Julian Bree-
ce and Dustin Lance Black isn’t 
shy about exposing the divides 
within the movement and the 
ugly homophobic feelings of the 
era. There is a smart flashback to 
1942 when the camera goes to 
black and white.

The movie take viewers to 
places perhaps unfamiliar, like 
to training sessions where Black 
police officers were taught about 
nonviolence and to Manhattan 
apartments where protesters 
would talk about their own stories 
of segregation to convince rich 
white folks to contribute money 
for buses.

The final section — the actual 
march itself — mixes new footage 
with some from that day. There 
was some fear by the organizers 
that not enough people would 
come, but the hero of “Rustin” 
doesn’t waver — and is seen blu-
ffing with reporters right up until 
the end. “Rustin” is as vibrant as 
the movement it covers.

“Rustin,” a Netflix release in select 
theaters Friday and that hits Netflix 
on Nov. 17, is rated PG-13 for “Some 
violence, sexual material, brief drug 
use, racial slurs, thematic material, 

language and smoking.” Running 
time: 108 minutes. 

“On My Youth” by WayV. (SM Entertainment)

Jeffrey Mackenzie Jordan (left) and Colman Domingo as Bayard Rustin in a scene from “Rustin” (Netflix)



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 02.11.2023

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 15
EXTRA特刊

TASTE OF EDESIA

Secret ‘Wonderscape’
IRENE SAM, MDT

T
HIS season, Clou-
dy Bay presents 
the debut of Sau-
vignon Blanc 2023 

with an immersive ‘Won-
derscape’ experience nest-
led within a secret heaven, 
welcoming guests with en-
chanting natural wonder, 
the captivating vibe created 
by local lifestyle curators. 

Cloudy Bay launch was 
elevated with the exclusive 
menu curated by Will Leu-
ng, a culinary consultant 
and chef, renowned for 
his regular appearance on 
various TV cooking shows, 
also the former Executive 
Chef of the fine dining res-
taurant 1111 ONES Restau-
rant and Lounge. With Leu-
ng for Cloudy Bay’s ‘Menus-
cape’, the talented floral 
artist and designer Ginger 
& Mite for ‘Tablescape’ and 
new emerging cityscape 
artist, also Forbes 30 Un-
der 30 nominee,  Elaine 
Chiu for ‘Artscape’, they all 
added ethereal touch to 
the ’Wonderscape’ expe-
rience, sharing their creati-
ve visions and impeccable 
artistry by presenting the 
unique experience to the 
guests and inspire their 
guests with intimate inte-
raction and personal con-
nections with Cloudy Bay.

The exclusive experien-

ce was held in a charming 
hidden gem located in Sai 
Kung, Hong Kong. The ve-
nue is a secret haven with 
a spacious waterfront ter-
race that offered a tranquil 
escape from the bustling 
city. Its airy terrace ex-
tends to a shaded outdoor 
dining area, where guests 
enjoyed an alfresco tasting 
experience, with the spe-
cial ‘Wonderscape’ menu, 
thoughtfully curated by 
Chef Leung, harmoniously 
paired with the latest lau-
nch Sauvignon Blanc 2023, 
offering a truly immersive 
and indulgent experience.

Drawing inspiration 
from the captivating story 
and diversed wine portfo-
lio of Cloudy Bay, Ginger 
and Mite had curated an 
unique and vibrant set-up 
for each Cloudy Bay wine, 
skillfully intertwined the 
uniquely shaped Bells 
of Ireland with different 
layers of graceful emerald 
green flowers with smoo-
th, juicy lime and lemon 
to form a lively sketch and 
created a mesmerizing ta-
bleau that came alive with 
the essence of the Cloudy 
Bay wines. The intricate 
floral arrangements be-
came an integral part of 
the sensory experience 
that enhanced the visual 
allure and further immer-
sing guest in the house of 

Cloudy Bay.
Prior to the exceptional 

dining experience, gues-
ts were invited to join the 
exclusive art workshop by 
the talented Elaine Chiu. 
Set against the picture-like 
backdrop of sailboats crui-
sing through the shimme-
ring sea, guests indulged in 
the creative process while 
savoring a glass of Cloudy 
Bay wine in hand. Under 
Chiu’s expert guidance, 
their enjoyment seamless-
ly translated onto the can-
vas before them. With the 
gentle sea breeze caressing 
their skin and the artistic 
inspiration flowing, guests 
discovered the joy of artis-
tic expressions with wine.

Cuisine was served by 
the chef as part of the culi-
nary experience to comple-
ment the ripe, vibrant pas-
sionfruit notes and citrus 
notes of the latest Cloudy 
Bay Sauvignon Blanc 2023. 
And with introduction, 
guests were able to try the 
diverse wine portfolio in-
cluding other wines such 
as Pelorus, Chardonnay, 
Pinot Noir, Te Koko and Te 
Wahi, all matched to dishes 
with the hints and tips for 
crafting the perfect menu 
that feels like home, such 
as the fried oyster cake ins-
pired by the street bite in 
Temple Streets; HK famous 
razor clams.
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Bolivia’s government 
severed diplomatic 
relations with Israel 
yesterday [Macau 
time], accusing it of 
carrying out “crimes 
against humanity” in 
Gaza, and Chile and 
Colombia recalled their 
ambassadors to Israel 
as they criticized the 
Israeli military offensive 
against Hamas militants. 
Bolivian officials cited the 
number of Palestinian 
casualties in Gaza that 
have resulted from the 
latest Israel-Hamas war, 
but made no mention 
of the Hamas attack on 
Israel at the start of the 
conflict. More on p11

Russian strikes are 
inflicting unimaginable 
suffering on the people 
of Ukraine and more 
than 40% of them need 
humanitarian assistance, 
a senior U.N. official 
told the U.N. Security 
Council yesterday 
[Macau time]. The U.N. 
human rights office has 
formally verified 9,900 
civilians killed, but he said 
“the actual number is 
certainly higher.”

Russia Huge ash 
columns erupted from 
Eurasia’s tallest active 
volcano yesterday, 
forcing authorities to 
close schools in two 
towns on Russia’s 
sparsely populated 
Kamchatka Peninsula. 
The eruptions from the 
Klyuchevskaya Sopka 
volcano sent ash as high 
as 13 kilometers above 
sea lvel, officials said. 
There were no reports of 
injuries.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claim attacks on 
Israel, drawing Iran closer to Hamas war

Yemen’s Houthi rebels for the first time yesterday [Macau time] 
claimed missile and drone attacks targeting Israel, drawing their 
main sponsor Iran closer into the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in the 
Gaza Strip and further raising the risks of a regional conflict erupting.

The Houthis had been suspected of an attack earlier this month 
targeting Israel by sending missiles and drones over the crucial shi-
pping lane of the Red Sea, an assault that saw the U.S. Navy shoot 
down the projectiles.

This time on Tuesday, however, Israel said its own fighter jets and its 
new Arrow missile defense system shot down two salvos of incoming 

fire hours apart as it approached the country’s key Red Sea shipping 
port of Eilat.

The Houthis, who have held Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, since 2014 as 
part of that country’s ruinous war, claimed three attacks on Israel in 
a later military statement, without elaborating on the timeframe of 
the operations and whether Tuesday’s salvos represented one or two 
attacks.

Beyond the attack that saw the U.S. shoot down missiles, there had 
been a mysterious explosion last Thursday that hit the Egyptian re-
sort town of Taba, near the border with Israel.

OPINION
Multipolar World
Jorge Costa Oliveira

MAURICIO SAVARESE, 
SANTIAGO

TABLE tennis player 
Zeng Zhiying left Chi-

na all alone for an adven-
ture in Chile in 1989.

As her native country 
boiled with street protests 
that led to the Tiananmen 
Square crackdown that 
year, she remained in the 
north of the South Ameri-
can nation, near the Ata-
cama desert, working to 
make the sport grow there.

About 34 years later, the 
57-year-old Zeng — or Ta-
nia, as Chileans call her — 
is no longer by herself. She 
has a family and millions 
of fans cheering for her at 
the Pan American Games 
in Santiago.

Zeng became famous 
overnight in the Andean 
nation after she beat Do-
minican Eva Peña Brito by 
4 sets to 2 in her first ma-
tch in the women’s singles 
tournament. She lost the 
first two sets, but she ma-
naged to turn the match 
around in front of raucous 
fans screaming for her.

“I came to watch the 
table tennis grandma,” 
said Chilean fan Gustavo 
Ibarra, 14, before Zeng’s 
round-of-16 clash with 
American Lily Ann Zhang 
yesterday [Macau time]. 

“Everyone in this country 
wants to see her win. She is 
just so humble.” Zeng has 
two children, but no gran-
dchildren.

Chile’s President Ga-
briel Boric is another one 
of the table tennis player’s 
new fans watching her on 
TV.

“Tremendous!,” Boric 
wrote on his social media 
channels after the Chi-
nese-Chilean’s victory on 
Monday.

Zeng has lived most of 
her life in Iquique, a city 
near the Atacama desert 
1,800 kilometers (1,118 
miles) north of Santiago, 
Chile’s capital. After tea-
ching the sport to local 
children for years, she star-
ted a business and made it 
her main source of income 
until recently.

Playing table tennis as 
a professional only cros-
sed her mind during the 
COVID pandemic. She 
quickly made it to Chile’s 
national team and now ho-
pes to be part of it for the 
Paris Olympics next year. 
Zeng is currently among 
the 150 best women tennis 
table players in the world.

“I am fighting with all I 
have, and the supporters 
are there for me now. I feel 
very confident. Competing 
at such a high level is a new 

thing for me,” Zeng said. 
“I win. I lose. Some things 
come a little off. But peo-
ple support me the same. I 
really wasn’t expecting any 
of this.”

“I came here because 
the table tennis associa-
tion of Arica, in the north, 
invited me. Then I moved 
to Iquique, and made my 
life there. I am Chilean, 
no doubt,” said Zeng in a 
fluent Spanish she lear-
ned in soap operas. She 
now she prefers to watch 
Turkish TV series when at 
home.

As she arrived to play 
U.S.’ Zhang yesterday, 
a big roar was heard at 
Chile’s Olympic training 
center, where table tennis 
competitions are taking 
place. Zeng was no match 
for the American, who won 
4 sets to 0 (11-7, 11-6, 11-4 
and 11-5), largely thanks 
to her higher speed and in-
tensive footwork.

While Zhang calmy 
went back to preparing 
for her next matches, Zeng 
was busy outside giving 
autographs.

“I will be upset for a li-
ttle bit after this defeat. 
But life goes on,” she said. 
“This sport is still the grea-
test thing for me. I am ha-
ppy every day I am still in 
it.” MDT/AP

PAN AMERICAN GAMES

57-year-old Chinese-
Chilean table tennis 
player wins over crowd
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Chile’s Zhiying Zeng serves the ball 

‘Unwavering support’ 
for Israel and erosion 
of soft power

Despite Biden making balanced statements in 
defense of the two-state solution for Palestine, he 
offered Israel “unwavering support.” The Jewish 
lobby in the U.S. is strong. However, this “unwa-
vering support” will come at an internal political 
cost.

Young liberal Americans, many of whom voted 
for him, have been particularly vocal in their su-
pport for the Palestinians and, above all, demand 
that their president pressure the Israeli gover-
nment to put an end to the repeated bombard-
ments on Gaza. And the rapidly growing Ameri-
can Muslim population, set to surpass the Jewish 
population within two-three decades, should not 
be overlooked. But it’s on the international stage 
where this “unwavering support” will have the 
most consequences.

After an initial reaction in many countries of sym-
pathy and solidarity towards Israel for the barbaric 
incursion of the terrorist group Hamas into sou-
thern Israel, the Israeli response of indiscriminate 
bombing of Gaza City, with the death of thousands 
of civilians, prompted an international reaction 
condemning the Israeli authorities. It’s clear today 
that the radical ultranationalists leading the Israeli 
government are trying to exploit the Hamas incur-
sion to “cleanse” the Gaza Strip and, along the way, 
further catalyze Jewish settlements and subdue 
the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank.

During the Trump presidency, the U.S. experien-
ced a significant erosion of its soft power. Trump’s 
narrow-minded view concerning relations with 
U.S. allied countries, the withdrawal from global 
agreements like the Paris Climate Agreement, and 
lack of support for the WHO at a crucial time in 
the fight against the COVID-19 epidemic are some 
of the most evident reasons for this rapid erosion. 
Moreover, as J. Nye aptly pointed out, “Trump was 
the first president that did not place a high em-
phasis on values.”

When America emphasized values, it made the 
nation more attractive to [the international] so-
ciety, hence [its] soft power was unrivalled.” With 
President Biden, America’s global image impro-
ved significantly. He reiterated multilateralism, 
uphold the values of democracy and freedom 
as pillars of the U.S. position in the world, and 
strengthened international cooperation, espe-
cially with the West+. Furthermore, the appeal of 
American culture and civil society has kept its soft 
power high.

However, as J. Nye also wrote, “domestic or fo-
reign policies that appear hypocritical, arrogant, 
indifferent to others’ views, or based on a narrow 
conception of national interest can undermine 
soft power.” As happened after the invasion of Iraq 
in 2003. Biden seems to have realized he risks the 
same outcome if Israel crosses red lines, specifi-
cally red lines for much of the international com-
munity. But when it came to the crunch, the U.S. 
deployed the hard power of two naval squadrons 
and executed the “unwavering support” for Israel.

The American superpower, which once nurtu-
red the illusion that the post-USSR era would lead 
to the “end of History” and a consequent eternal 
global Pax Americana, seems to fail to understand 
that its ability for positive attraction and persua-
sion to achieve foreign policy objectives is eroding 
with this “unwavering support.”

The EU, possessing excellent soft power but 
weak hard power, should realize this and disso-
ciate itself, taking a firm stance in defense of In-
ternational Law.
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HOLIDAY TIMES
Macau Daily Times 
will not be published 
during the holiday. The 
Times will be back on 
the stands on Monday 
November 6. However 
the MDT website will be 
updated with breaking 
news during the recess 
period. We wish our 
readers, advertisers and 
friends the best of 
times. 


