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China Australian PM

=#8 OPTIMIST BUDGET

First non-deficit budget of this gov't term passed but with

resumption of free and

e mecimgwin many remarks, namely on overly confident accounting .es

his counterpart Li Qiang.
Climate change, food
security and transnational
crime are areas in which
the two nations can
cooperate, Albanese

said yesterday. The sides
should discuss "ways to
shape aregional and global
order that is peaceful,
stable and prosperous,
where countries respect
sovereignty and meet
their obligations under
international law and
conventions." More onpé
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Australia’s central bank
lifted its benchmark
interest rate yesterday for
the first time since June
with a quarter percentage
point hike that brought the
cashratetoa 12-year high
of 4.35%. The Reserve
Bank of Australia's hike, its
13th since May 2022, was
widely expected after the
nation's inflation for the
September quarter was
higher than expected at
1.2%, or 5.4% for the year,
driven mainly by the price
of gasoline.
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India Two Indian states
began votinginlocal
elections yesterday in a
test of strength for India's
opposition, which is pitted
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's ruling
party ahead of a crucial
national vote scheduled
for next year. The elections
in central Chhattisgarh
and northeastern Mizoram
states, along with polls in
three others states over
the next three weeks,

may give an indication of

voter mood for nationwide CLIMATE CHANGE

electionsin 2024 in which

Modi is eyeing a third term. MACAU SETS NEW RECORD FOR HIGHEST OCTOBER TEMPERATURE

More on backpage 4P3
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MOBILE
TRANSACTIONS
UP 4% IN Q3

The number of transactions
carried out by local mobile
payment tools increased 4%
quarter-to-quarter to 76.9
million in the third quarter (Q3).
The transaction value totaled
MOP7 billion, an increment

of 3.1% from the preceding
guarter. The average amount
per transaction was MOP91 .4,
Meanwhile, the number of credit
card transactions marked 10.2
million, up 11.6% on a quarterly
basis. Credit card repayments, in
which payments for interest and
fees areincluded, rose quarter-
to-quarter by 11.7% to MOP6.5
billion. Concurrently, the number
of debit card transactions other
than cash withdrawals and the
debit card turnover totaled
MOP565.7 million.

UM, DATASTORY
INAUGURATE Al LAB

The University of Macau (UM)
and Datastory inaugurated their
Joint Laboratory of Artificial
General Intelligence yesterday.
The joint laboratory will explore
cutting-edge technologies

and business applications of
artificial intelligence, as well

as developing controllable
multimodal Al technologies with
global influence. It will also serve
as a platform to demonstrate
industry-academia collaboration
between Henggin and Macau,
with the aim of promoting deep
integration between Henggin and
Macau, and between cities in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA), as well
as advancing technological
innovation in the region.

IFTM COLLABORATES
WITH FOSHAN
UNIVERSITY FOR
CULTURAL STUDY

The Macao Institute for

Tourism Studies (IFTM) recently
collaborated with Foshan
University (FOSU) to carry out

a five-day field study with the
theme of Intangible Cultural
Heritage (ICH) in Foshan. FOSU is
an educational partner of IFTMin
Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA) with
offering joint Bachelor's degree in
Tourism Business Management.
This time, 23 students conducted
the field survey to understand the
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
elements and their protection
and management in Foshan.

AL PLENARY

LAWMAKERS UNHAPPY WITE
PUBLIC PARKING FEE INCREA

RENATO MARQUES

EVERAL lawmakers have ex-

pressed dissatisfaction with
the government’s planned in-
crease of the hourly parking fees
of seven public car parks.

The measure, announced by
the Transport Bureau (DSAT)
on Oct. 20, is still making waves
with at least three lawmakers
using the period before the
agenda of yesterday’s Legislative
Assembly (AL) plenary session
to criticize it.

Leong Sun Iok, Ngan Iek
Hong, and Che Sai Wang were
three of those who dedicated all
their time to the topic delivering
spoken inquiries calling on the
government to retract the mea-
sure.

Lawmaker Leong said, “The
DSAT used the pretext of increa-
sing the turnover of parking spa-
ces to announce, recently, the
plan to increase fees for seven
public parking lots between 33%
and 50% from November. In my
opinion, this adjustment lacks
justification and is not based on
scientific evidence,” he said, also
accusing the government of fai-
ling to consider the global situa-
tion of social recovery and the
needs of residents in the areas
involved.
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According to DSAT’s announ-
cement, the government will in-
crease the parking fees of seven
of the public parking lots with
greater usage in November and
December.

The car parks are the Qingmao
Border Post Car Park, Nam Van
(Pak Wu) Car Park, Pak Vai Car
Park, Jardim de Vasco da Gama
Car Park, Car Park of Edificio
Cheng Chong, Pak Wai Car Park
and Alameda Dr. Carlos d'As-
sumpcao Car Park.

The increase will raise the
hourly fee of Qingmao Border
Post Car Park to 10 patacas per
hour (for cars) during the day and
8 patacas per hour during the ni-
ght, while motorcycles will pay 4
patacas per hour during daytime
and 3 patacas per hour at night.

Starting in December, fees for
the other six public parking lots
will be adjusted to 8 patacas per
hour for cars during the day and
4 patacas per hour at night.

Motorcycles will be charged 3
patacas per hour during the day
and 1.50 patacas during the ni-
ght. The adjustments will also be
reflected on monthly passes.

Lawmaker Leong also added it
will be difficult for users to chan-
ge the location of their parking
places as it is already quite a com-
plex process to access a parking

slot during most of the hours of
the day.

Leong noted that according
to government reports, the car
parks have always been a profita-
ble business and that it is not the
right time to increase the burden
of local residents’ expenses while
they are still struggling from the
pandemic’s impact.

The lawmakers said the mea-
sure might result in residen-
ts making more use of street
parking, which contradicts the
idea and concept of the use of
parking lots for long stays and
street parking for short-term
parking.

Ngan also noted that while
the number of existing vehicles
and parking spaces would be
generally suitable, in reality, this
is not the case as some parking
lots have a higher demand while
others are barely used because
they are not suited to residents’
needs due to their fares or loca-
tion.

“The usage rate [of the parking
lots] varies greatly from one park
to another as in some, the rate
reaches 98% while in others is
only 6%. As for motorbikes, the
usage rate is quite low, as it is only
in a few cases that it may exceed
60%, said Ngan.”

“Furthermore, the average

SE

usage rate is also not an accura-
te reference [for the evaluation],
as each car park has its usage
peak, since, for those located in
commercial areas, normally, the
daytime is the peak period, while
at night the situation is much cal-
mer, the opposite being the case
in residential areas,” Ngan said,
calling on the government to ad-
just their criteria and references
while evaluating the need to su-
ggest adjustments to parking lot
usage.

The lawmaker suggested
the government use “Big Data’
to analyze the situation before
taking individual measures that
might be disconnected from
reality.

Che agreed with the previous
two lawmakers and added that
measures of this kind can signi-
ficantly impact livelihoods and
needs to be scrutinized by the
community.

He also alerted the govern-
ment to the fact that post-pan-
demic all living costs have been
rising and while the government
should be focusing on helping
the population to bounce back
from that problem, it seems to
be doing the opposite by over-
loading and creating added and
unnecessary burdens in times of
distress.
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AL PLENARY

First non-deficit budﬁet of this gov't

term passed but wit

RENATO MARQUES

HE 2024 budget will be
the last from the current
government term and
will be the first that will
not be in deficit and resorting to
the financial reserves to balance
the accounts, the Secretary for
Economy and Finance, Lei Wai
Nong, said yesterday evening
at the Legislative Assembly (AL)
where the Budget 2024 bill was
being discussed on its first rea-
ding.
Although the bill was passed
unanimously by all lawmakers
in the plenary of AL, it was not

without remarks with some
lawmakers having many ques-
tions for Secretary Lei.

Lei dealt with most of the sen-
sitive questions by stating, “I
won't be able to reply to many of
the questions addressed by the
lawmakers at this moment. Whi-
le some are more suitable to be
discussed at a later stage in the
Standing Committee [where the
bill will be analyzed in detail], and
some others are mostly related to
the Policy Address [for 2024], whi-
ch has not yet been presented by
the Chief Executive, I cannot com-
ment on those topics just yet.”

Some lawmakers were concer-
ned that although the budget had
a positive balance, the difference
between forecast revenue and the
expenditure was close. Some fea-
red this could be potentially dan-
gerous if some “mishap” or event

CLIMATE CHANGE

slowed Macau’s current economic

recovery.

The government’s budget reve-
nue for next year is approximately
107.1 billion patacas, an increase
of approximately 1.8% compared
with this year’s initial budget.

Concurrently, budget expen-
diture is expected to reach some
105.9 billion patacas, an increase
of approximately 1.4% from this
year, reflecting a positive expected
balance of 1.17 billion patacas for
2024.

With the return to surplus, the
government also proposes to re-
sume measures to benefit the po-
pulation. The measures had been
stopped as they were predicated
on a government accounts sur-
plus. Such measures included the
annual 7,000 patacas to be injec-

ted into the individual accounts of
the Central Provident Fund.

It was also confirmed that ci-
vil servants’ wages will be upda-
ted from the current 91 patacas
per index point to 94 patacas per
point, an increase of 3.3%.

In his presentation, Lei noted
the 2024 budget represents a re-
turn to economic progress and
that it should be seen as a sign of
hope and encouragement for the
whole population after the last
four difficult years.

Lawmaker Nick Lei questioned
the criteria that resulted in the
proposed increase of civil servan-
ts’ wages. He called on the gover-
nment to make the process “more
transparent and more methodical
so that it can be easily trusted and
followed by the private sector.”

The same lawmaker noted that
the gaming industry accounts for
some 51,000 workers of Macau’s
total workforce, which should
prompt the government to take
“special actions” to ensure these
workers “receive benefits in the
same way [as the government
employees] so that workers from
the gaming concessions can also
improve their quality of life.”

Also critical of the budget was
lawmaker Ron Lam who said that
he could not see “any measures to
tackle society’s problems.”

Lam said that on the contrary,
next year’s budget “seems to be
reducing elements relevant to
the livelihood of the population,
precisely where the government
should be increasing them.”

Lei replied that the amounts to

many remarks

be spent on each part of the an-
nual budget are strictly following
the approved Administrative Plan
for the Development Investmen-
ts and Expenditures (PIDDA)
and that “the distribution of the
available wealth to each sector is
being made to reach a balance.”

Lam also noted that the gover-
nment’s financial reserves are still
very healthy with the general re-
serve to reach 547 billion patacas
and the extraordinary reserve to
add another 393 billion patacas.

“These reserves and funds are
for future generations and the way
to invest in them is by investing in
education,” he said, claiming that
considering the value per capita,
“the government is, in reality, un-
der-investing in education which
is a capital sector.”

Lam also noted that many so-
cial subsidies and benefits have
remained unchanged for the pro-
posed budget of 2024, a fact that
is considered disappointing con-
sidering the significant loss of fa-
milies’ purchasing power over the
last four years.

On the same topic, lawmakers
José Pereira Coutinho and Che Sai
Wang also insisted on the reins-
tatement of the “consumption
cards” to restore lost purchasing
power and to stimulate internal
consumption. They stated re-
sidents have now become used
to “purchase everything online
from mainland sales platforms
and they have stopped acquiring
goods locally.”

City sets new record for highest October temperature

LYNZY VALLES

under the

influence of

ture of 38 degrees Celsius

daily figure in October in

Its average August tem-

Meteorological Organiza-
tion.

ACAU sweltered

through its hottest
October on Oct. 4, rea-
ching 35.2 degrees Celsius,
which was attributed to
Typhoon Koinu, with the
city entering autumn in
September.

According to the Meteo-
rological and Geophysics
Bureau (SMG), the Oct.
4 temperature broke the
record for the highest Oc-
tober temperature since
1952.

October also saw three
extremely hot days, the
second October with the
most number of sweltering
days since records began.

Meanwhile, in July,

Typhoon Talims outer
subsidence airflow, the
daily maximum tempera-
ture was 36.6 degrees Cel-
sius, the third highest in
July since 1952.

Replying to the Times,
SMG said Macau’s annual
average temperature over
the past decade has been
on the high side, with 2019
to 2021 being the warmest
three years since 1952.

While 2019 was the
warmest year (23.6 de-
grees Celsius), 2021 and
2020 were the second and
third warmest years res-
pectively.

In terms of extreme
high temperatures, the
daily maximum tempera-

recorded in August 2017
was the hottest day since
1952, the local weather
bureau said.

According to climate
data for the past 32 years
(1991-2020), although
Macau entered autumn
in September, the average
number of days with hot
weather was 6.3, and hot
weather was recorded in

October.
In addition, Macau’s
cumulative rainfall in

October was 295.4 mm,
about four times Macau’s
30-year climate avera-
ge. The daily cumulative
rainfall on Oct. 9 reached
231.6 millimeters, whi-
ch was the third highest

71 years, which was also
influenced by Typhoon
Koinu.

The typhoon, which
brought Hong Kong and
Macau to a standstill,
injured more than 300
as it brought pounding
rain and record-breaking
winds to the island, lea-
ding to school and office
closures.

As the Earth sweltered
to its hottest Northern
Hemisphere summer ever
recorded, Macau, as well
as Hong Kong, shared in
the misery.

The Hong Kong Ob-
servatory said this year’s
summer was much hotter
than normal in August.

perature was 29.7 degrees
Celsius, while the average
maximum August tempe-
rature was 32.4 degrees
Celsius, 1.1 degrees higher
than normal and one of
the second-hottest Augus-
ts on record.

“Together with the
unusually hot June and
July, Hong Kong experien-
ced the hottest summer
on record,” the observa-
tory noted.

Japan’s summer this
year was the country’s ho-
ttest since records began
in 1898.

A record warm August
capped the season of bru-
tal and deadly temperatu-
res, according to the World

August2023wasnotonly
the hottest August scientis-
ts ever recorded by far with
modern equipment, but it
was also the second hottest
month measured, behind
only July 2023, the WMO
and the European climate
service, Copernicus, pre-
viously announced.

Further, the SMG has
warned Macau would con-
tinue to have high tempe-
ratures for the rest of the
week and temperatures
would reach up to 30 de-
grees Celsius, yet a sharp
drop in temperatures is ex-
pected after the weekend,
falling as low as 17 degrees
Celsius by Tuesday.
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HK CONSIDERS MACAU-
STYLE CROSS-BOUNDARY
VEHICLE VISITS

Hong Kong's Secretary for Transport
and Logistics Lam Sai-hung has
said his government is considering
allowing vehicles from Macau and
Guangdong Province to take the
bridge to Hong Kong and park at

a designated parking lot, before

the passengers take a flight or
enter the city. Details are still under
consideration, but implementation
is expected next year. There may be
quotas and prior registration, and
applications may be required. The
second phase of this plan might
allow external vehicles to enter
Hong Kong, but Lam said it was too
early to discuss the second phase.

POST OFFICE
ANNOUNCES CHRISTMAS
CUT-OFF DATES

The Macao Post and
Telecommunications Bureau (CTT)
has announced the cut-off dates
for this year's Christmas mail.

Mail to most destinations will end

in November, with the exception
being mail to mainland China ending
Dec. 7, to Taiwan ending Dec. 1

for parcels and Dec. 4 for letters
and small packages, and to the UK
ending Dec. 1 for letters and small
packages. The mailing of parcels as
well as letters and small packages
to Portugal will end Nov. 27 and 28
respectively. Mail to the US and
Canada will end near the end of this
month. The full list is accessible on
the CTT website.

MORE SEATS AVAILABLE
FOR FADO-CHINESE
ORCHESTRA

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
has announced that due to
overwhelming demand, additional
seats are available for the show
featuring Portuguese Fado divo
Camané and the Macao Chinese
Orchestra. Tickets are now on sale
at Macau Ticketing points. The IC
said the singer is a pioneer in the
new generation of Fado, and won
a Fado award at age 13. With six
albums, over a million of sales and
a multitude of sold-out concerts
around the world, Camané's
Macau concert on Saturday is an
unmissable occasion.

PHARMACEUTICAL
BUREAU RECALLS
TCM PATENT

The Pharmaceutical Administration
Bureau has recalled a patented
traditional Chinese medicine pill
made with coptis chinensis and
manufactured by Three Mast
Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. in Taiwan
due to the detection of an excessive
quantity of aerobic bacteria, molds
and yeasts. The affected batch

is WGO7. The bureau has urged
purchasers of the affected batch
to contact the sellers for follow-up.
Questions can also be directed to
the bureau at 8598 3533 during
office hours.

KONG CHI

PROSECU"

ANTHONY LAM

HE prosecution in Kong
Chi’s alleged corruption trial
has accused two of Kong’s Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) collea-
gues of separate instances of

malpractice.

Prosecutor Leong Man Ieng,
who had testified at a hearing,
was seen by Assistant Prosecu-
tor General Kuok Un Man as
having engaged in conduct that
affected the MP’s image, local
media All About Macau has re-

ported.

Leong, replying to questions
during her testimony, said she
had forgotten details related to
the topic. Though Kuok did not

view her response as perjury, the

practice might affect the MP’s
image and violate the require-
ment of loyalty expected of civil

servants.

Kuok has requested the voice
recording of Leong’s testimony
and plans to deliver it to the Pro-
secutors’ Committee for further

investigation.

CRIME

Kuok reported Chan to the
court for alleged perjury and
personal favoritism.

Several other MP officers have
testified at the latest hearing,
with two being or having been
assistants of Prosecutor Coordi-
nator Lai U Hou and Assistant
Prosecutor General Kong Chi.

Kong's assistant between 2017
and 2018, surnamed Chan, testi-
fied she had drafted indictmen-
ts or notices of archive under
Kong'’s instructions. Decisions
whether to press charges or to
archive cases were made either
by her or Kong, but Kong had ul-
timate discretion. However, she

"OR ACCUSES KONGS
COLLEAGUES OF MALPRACTICE

did not know if Kong had rever-
sed any decisions because Kong
would directly pass the updated
documentation to the compe-
tent divisions.

When questioned by a judge if
she considered herself as having
crossed legal lines, Chan said she
had no feelings about the mat-
ter because the same situation
applied to other officers as well.

The witness also said some
prosecutors would not attend
interrogation sessions, which
included Kong, who would only
attend for “important” cases.

Another witness, Lai's assis-
tant surnamed Cheong, told the
judge he was only working as an
assistant when his superinten-

dent told him to draft legal docu-

ments. To rationalize his drafting
of legal documents, he said se-
nior officials’ dispatches are not
written by the officials.

Two judges, in response, said
the drafting of legal documents
is the responsibility of judicial
clerks, which is a legal stipula-
tion.

Duo apprehended for alleged phone scams

ANTHONY LAM

OLICE have arrested

two men and delive-
red them to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP)
for alleged impostor pho-
ne scams, the MP said in
a statement yesterday.

The two men are from
Hong Kong, the MP ad-
ded.

In impostor phone
scams, scammers con-
ceal their identities but

YOUTH GAMES

lure call recipients to
connect them to some-
body they know.

The MP said that in
the first case a Hong
Kong man allegedly star-
ted swindling four senior
local residents in Oc-
tober. The man allegedly
worked with a syndicate,
the MP noted.

According to the MB
the suspects pretended to
be a relative of the senior
residents and reques-

ted emergency money
from the four residents.
They asked the elderly
victims to prepare cash,
which was collected by
the Hong Kong man who
pretended to be a lawyer.

The case involved
MOP360,000.

The second man alle-
gedly defrauded two local
residents of MOP370,000.

The two men are now
in custody because of the
severity of the case, the

risk of their fleeing and
the disruption to judicial
procedures,  following
recommendations from
the prosecutor and an or-
der from a court, the MP
added.

Each man has been
charged with the crime
of serious deception. The
second man has been hit
with an additional charge
of grievous deception.

The MP said serious
deception incurs five

LOCAL CHANGQUAN ATHLETE WINS BRONZE

: PEAKY -ﬁ"ﬂ E :
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GUANGXI MODE

OCAL athlete Sou

Cho Man vyesterday
won the bronze medal
in the Changquan event
in the ongoing first Stu-
dent (Youth) Games of
China, scoring 9.666
points.

Sou, a student of Ma-
cao Polytechnic Univer-
sity, also achieved fifth
place in the overall wo-
men’s Changquan event

during the recent Hang-
zhou Asian Games.

Today, she is set to
compete in the women’s
Daoshu event.

Macau athlete Wong
Weng Ian won the gold
medal in the women’s
Qiangshu event Monday;
while swimmer Chen Pui
Lam won her first gold
medal in the women’s
50-meter  breaststroke

years imprisonment or a
maximum of 600 days of
fine. The crime of grie-
vous deception incurs
ten years of imprison-
ment.

The MP said residents
must be vigilant against
scams. Phone calls re-
questing payment or
money should be han-
dled with exceptional
caution. Victims should
report cases to the police
or the MP.

event Saturday, which
was the first for the Ma-
cau delegation in the Ga-
mes.

Organized by the Mi-
nistry of Education, the
General Administration
of Sports, and the Cen-
tral Committee of the
Communist Youth Lea-
gue, the Games will run
from Nov. 5 to Nov. 15,
featuring 39 sports, 51
disciplines and 805 even-
ts in open and campus
categories, where more
than 18,000 athletes will
participate.
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GAMING

New Edition
announces Wynn
Las Vegas residency
from late February

&B group New
Edition will bring
their New Jack
wing tunes to
Las Vegas early next year.

The Grammy-nomina-
ted sextet announced that
New Edition: Las Vegas will
kick off Feb. 28. The group
confirmed six residency
shows at the Wynn Las Ve-
gas’ Encore Theater, where
acts like Diana Ross, Duran
Duran, Lionel Richie and
Brad Paisley have taken the
stage.

“We just caught light-
ning in a bottle,” said
Ronnie DeVoe, a founding
member of New Edition —
which includes Michael Bi-
vins, Bobby Brown, Johnny
Gill, Ralph Tresvant and Ri-
cky Bell. Monday’s annou-
ncement came after days
after the group performed
a tightly choreographed
tribute to the Spinners
at the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame induction ceremony
in New York.

DeVoe said the band
heard fans countless re-
quests —  particularly
through social media —
for them to perform in
Sin City. “We're looking to
touch that stage and con-
tinue on with the legacy,”
he said.

After two consecutive
North American tours,
New Edition has planned
for a more intimate set-
ting at Encore, which sea-

ts 1,480.

“This is going to more
theatrical than our Legacy
and Culture tours,” Brown
said. “This will be a lot
more intimate. We wanted
it to be up, close and perso-
nal for our fans.”

New Edition was foun-
ded by childhood friends
in a Boston housing pro-
ject and became one of the
originators of the modern-
-day boy band. The group
released their debut album
“Candy Girl” in 1983 and
rejuvenated the teen mu-
sic scene in the mold of
The Jackson Five with hit
singles like “Candy Girl,”
“Mr. Telephone Man” and
“Cool It Now.”

The group maintained
success after puberty and
laid the foundation for
groups such as New Kids
on the Block, the Backs-
treet Boys and Boyz II Men.

But then, New Edition
faced plenty of conflict —
which included Brown’s
erratic behavior during a
concert tour, resulting in
him being kicked out the
group. Tensions grew af-
ter Brown was replaced by
Gill.

Brown found success as
a solo artist with the 1988
hit “Don't Be Cruel.” Gill
and Tresvant had their own
solo careers, while Bell,
Bivins and DeVoe created
their own group, Bell Biv
DeVoe, and soared with

v ROCKROLL ™ wor &
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their 1990 debut album,
“Poison,” which went qua-
druple platinum.

But eventually, all six
members reconciled, reu-
niting for their sixth studio
album “Home Again” in
1996. The group has toured
the past couple of years.

Bell said the tours hel-
ped build cohesiveness
and created more of an
opportunity to appreciate
each other. He's grateful for
the group’s longevity: “We
have each other, we have
our health, we have our
families. Everybody’s still
here.”

Bivins said the same
authentic ~ brotherhood
shown during New Edi-
tion’s recent tours will be
on display in Las Vegas.

“Our audience got a
chance to see growth,
bond, brotherhood,” he
said. “Sometimes that’s
bigger than any record be-
cause people come to look
for separation. But I think
we'll give them the glue.”

New Edition hasn't
released an album sin-
ce 2004, but DeVoe said
there’s a good chance the
group will release new mu-
sic leading up to their resi-
dency stint.

“It makes sense,” he
said. “I think it'll be a great
time to get in the studio
and put our vocals on so-
mething new and fresh.”
MDT/AP
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Plataforma Electronicapiara

Licenciamentodas 0bras e Modificacao

entra em funcionamento

A Plataiorma Electronica abrange todas as
formalidades relativas a obras de modificacio

Os requerentes (pessoa singular ou representante de pessoa
colectiva) ou representante podem tratar das seguintes
formalidades sem restrigbes temporais:

Apresentar os documentos e 0S
elementos complementares

Fazer downloead dos projectos
aprovados e da licenca de ohra

| Efectuar pagamentos

Consuitar oficios e outros
documentos

Os!dados'e/os documentos'submetidos|nestal
Plataforma’saolquaseliguaisiaos'submetidos

pofflined

utilizargestalPlataformalparajtratardas]
formalidades[das]obras/de/modificacao quelja’se

encontramem[curso

A DSSCU alerta que

Para aceder a esta Plataforma, &

necessario abrir uma Conta Unica de
Macau (pessoa singular ou entidade).

As entidades, na “Lista de servigos do
Governo”, encontram o servigo de
“Licenciamento das Obras pela
DSSCU", ai devem escolher um dos

grupos TEIEP e TR,

conforme aplicavel. b

Os documentos exigidos e subscritos
ao abrigo das leis devem ter
assinatura electrénica qualificada. p

@ 8590 3800

A DSSCU langou a pagina electronica
intitulada “Plataforma Electronica para
Licenciamento das Obras de Modificacdao”
na qual se encontram as instrugbes de utilizagao
do sistema, as exigéncias de formato de documentos,
noticias e infografias, entre outros.

DSSCU

www.dsscu.gov.mo
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Chinese imports rise in October while
exports fall for sixth straight month

HINAS imports rose in
October while exports
fell for a sixth straight
month compared with a
year earlier in the latest evidence
the world’s second largest eco-
nomy remains in the doldrums.

Customs data released yes-
terday showed imports climbed
3% from a year earlier to $218.3
billion, while exports fell 6.4% to
$274.8 billion. The trade surplus of
$56.5 billion was down more than
30% from $77.7 billion in Septem-
ber and was a 17-month low.

Exports had fallen 6.2% year-
-on-year in September.

Exports may fall further still,
said Julian Evans-Pritchard of Ca-
pital Economics.

“We expect exports to decline
over the coming months before
bottoming around the middle
of next year. Measures of foreign
orders hint at a more significant
drop in foreign demand than
what has so far been observed in
the customs data,” he said in a re-
port.

Overall, China’s foreign trade
has remained sluggish this year as
global demand has slackened and
a recovery has stalled despite the
country’s reopening after its strict
COVID-19 controls were lifted late
last year.

Demand for Chinese exports
has weakened since the Federal
Reserve and central banks in Eu-
rope and Asia began raising inte-
rest rates last year to cool inflation
that was at multi-decade highs.

Total trade in January-October,

EVENTS

Philadelphia Orchestra returns to China for tour

AP PHOTO
-

-

including both imports and ex-
ports, rose a mere 0.03%, yester-
day’s data showed.

At the same time, imports have
remained weak. October’s 3% in-
crease was the first monthly in-
crease since September 2022, and
a big improvement from a 6.2%
decline in September.

Major contributors to that in-
crease included soybeans and
crude oil, as well as intermediate
products such as electronic com-
ponents used in manufacturing.

Trade with Japan, Southeast
Asian countries, the European
Union and the U.S. has declined

ILHE LISEN

this year.

China’s property sector re-
mains a drag on the economy,
with sales slumping and develo-
pers struggling to repay massive
amounts of debt.

The central bank has eased
borrowing rules and cut mort-
gage rates for first-time home
buyers while providing some tax
relief measures for small busi-
nesses. Late last month, it an-
nounced plans to issue 1 trillion
yuan ($330 billion) in bonds for
infrastructure projects and disas-
ter prevention, dipping deeper
into deficit to try to nudge the

economy into higher gear.

The data were released as Chi-
nawas holding its annual Interna-
tional Import Expo in Shanghai.
The event has drawn thousands
of foreign businesses shopping
for Chinese products and looking
to expand their own trade and in-
vestment in the huge market of
1.4 billion people.

ALBANESE FOR FREE TRADE

In opening the event during
the weekend, Chinese Premier Li
Qiang sought to reassure foreign
companies that the country re-
mains eager to attract more fo-

marking 50 years since its historic 1973 visit

Philadelphia Orchestra’s 73-year-old violinist Davyd Booh (left) is

reign investment. He promised
to relax curbs on market access
and protect the rights of foreign
companies and to “continue to
create a market-oriented, legal,
and international business envi-
ronment.”

China and Australia were
meanwhile holding talks yester-
day on how to revive their trade
ties. In the first visit by an Austra-
lian prime minister in seven years,
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
called for the “full resumption of
free and unimpeded trade” with
China.

The two sides are working to
restore trade links blocked for
years due to economic and politi-
cal tensions. More than 200 Aus-
tralian companies were represen-
ted at the fair.

China’s imports from Australia
have risen 8.4% this year, while
exports to Australia have fallen
4.2%.

Trade with Russia has surged,
with imports of oil and other
commodities jumping 12.4% as
meanwhile exports to Russia sur-
ged more than 52%.

Money has been flowing out
of China seeking higher retur-
ns in places where interest rates
have risen. The government re-
ported earlier that foreign direct
investment fell nearly $12 billion
in July-September compared
with a year earlier in the first
such quarterly drop since the
State Administration of Foreign
Exchange began reporting the
data in 1998. MDT/AP

cluding Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen and
Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo.

The US. and China
have been slowly restoring
contacts that were largely
broken off over the past four

greeted at the Beijing Airport

HE Philadelphia Or-

chestra returned to
Beijing yesterday for a tour
that will mark 50 years sin-
ce its historic performance
in China, the latest sign of
improving ties between the
two countries ahead of a
highly anticipated meeting
between Presidents Joe Bi-
den and Xi Jinping.

The orchestra first vi-
sited China in September
1973, marking a thaw in
U.S.-China relations just as
the two nations began nor-
malizing ties after Richard
Nixon became the first U.S.

president to visit China’s
mainland.

Ahead of the tour, the
orchestra said 14 of its
members will be traveling
to China, including 73-year
old Davyd Booth, a violinist
who was on the orchestra’s
first tour to the country half
a century ago.

“This constant 50-year
connection with China has
been really very deep and
very wonderful,” Booth on
arriving at Beijing’s Capital
International Airport.

The ensemble will be
performing with the Chi-

na National Symphony
Orchestra at the National
Centre for the Performing
Arts, starting Friday. The
musicians will also travel to
the cities of Tianjin, Suzhou
and Shanghai, and hold
master classes and perform
chamber music at schools
and cultural venues.

The ensembles visit
coincides with the Ame-
rican Ballet Theatre’s tour
in China, which started in
Shanghai last week. The
cultural exchanges follow
a series of high-level visits
from the United States, in-

years, both by the coronavi-
rus pandemic that restric-
ted travel and the growing
animosity between the wor-
1d’s two largest economies.

In recent weeks, Washin-
gton and Beijing have made
overtures to each other as
they prepare for a meeting
between Biden and Xi at
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in San
Francisco next week.

Until now, the Philadel-
phia Orchestra had visited
China 12 times, most re-
cently in May 2019, before
the pandemic. MDT/AP
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MYANMAR clashes, and the number of the

Resistance claims first capture of a

district capital from reqular forces

GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

RMED resistan-
ce groups fighting
Myanmar ‘s military
government seized a
district capital in the north this
week after taking state offices and
a police station in a four-day of-
fensive, according to residents,
the country’s major opposition
coalition and media reports.

Kawlin in Sagaing region is the
first administrative capital seized
by the resistance forces in conti-
nuing strife since the army seized
power from the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi in Fe-
bruary 2021.

Sagaing has been a stronghold
of armed resistance to the army,
which has responded with major
offensives using ground troops
supported by artillery and air
strikes, burning down villages and
driving hundreds of thousands of
people from their homes.

Loosely organized resistan-
ce groups opposed to army rule,
known as the People’s Defense
Force, or PDE have sprung up
around the country since the ar-
my’s takeover. They have made
alliances with well-established
armed ethnic minority groups
such as the Kachin and Karen,
who have been fighting in border
areas for greater autonomy from
the central government for more
than half a century.

SINGAPORE

AP PHOTO

Members of the

2T y .J; 3 L
5 e s

nmar NatiaIDemocratic Alliance ry hold th group’s flag as they pse fora photogrph on a captured

army armored vehicle in Myanmar

Kawlin, which is about 200
kilometers (125 miles) north of
Mandalay, the country’s second
biggest city, is the principal town
of Kawlin district.

Clashes began there at dawn
on Friday with coordinated at-
tacks by a combined force of at
least three local resistance groups
including the Kawlin People’s De-
fense Force, according to reports
posted online by media groups
sympathetic to the resistance
struggle.

Outlets including Khit Thit
Media also posted video onli-
ne showing what they said were
members of the resistance clea-

ring the bodies of soldiers and po-
lice killed in battle from damaged
buildings.

It was impossible for The As-
sociated Press to independently
verify details of the fighting in the
remote, war-torn area.

However, a resident inter-
viewed by phone said that the
resistance fighters seized Kawlin’s
police station on Sunday evening
and the township administration
office on Monday at 7:30 a.m, and
by that morning they had taken
control of the whole town, whi-
ch was being patrolled by a joint
resistance force. He spoke on the
condition of anonymity because

he was afraid of being arrested by
the military.

Members of the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army, an armed wing
of the main Kachin political or-
ganization, the Kachin Indepen-
dence Organization, were among
the resistance forces taking part,
he said.

He said the military’s inten-
se aerial bombardments and
shelling of recent days had
stopped late Monday, and the re-
sistance forces were preparing to
defend against new attacks.

More than 20 members of
the military and three members
of the resistance groups died in

Prince William cheers on 15 finalists of
Farthshot Prize ahead of awards ceremony

RITAIN’S Prince

William cheered on 15
finalists of his third Ear-
thshot Prize in Singapo-
re yesterday ahead of the
awards ceremony whe-
re five of them will win
1 million pounds ($1.2
million) each to scale up
groundbreaking  innova-
tions to fight climate chan-

ge

AP PHOTO

William spoke to the fi-
nalists — all whom are at-
tending the ceremony for
the first time for networking
opportunities — at Gardens
by the Bay, an artistic horti-

Prince William meets the 2023 Earthshot Prize finalsts at the base
of the Supertrees at the Gardens by the Bay in Singapore

civilians killed during the fighting
was still be being tallied, he said.

Another resident who also
spoke on the condition of anony-
mity due to security concerns
said about 30,000 civilians, inclu-
ding inmates of the local jail, were
evacuated into the forest and
nearby villages by the resistance
groups to avoid casualties from
air strikes.

Myanmar’s National Unity
Government -- the main organi-
zation opposed to military rule
-- said in the statement posted on
its Facebook page that resistance
fighters had seized control of the
police station, general adminis-
tration office, high school, the
land management and statistics
office and Myanma Commercial
Bank

It said it was the first time that
an administrative district capital
had been attacked and captured.

Access to the internet and mo-
bile phone services in the area
was almost entirely cut off as the
fighting raged.

More a dozen Kawlin residen-
ts who have been away from the
town told the AP that since Satur-
day evening they have not been
able to reach family members still
in Kawlin by mobile phone.

The victory came a week after
the Three Brotherhood Alliance
launched an offensive against the
military government and seized
three towns in the country’s nor-
theast, including a major border
crossing for trade with China.

The unexpected action by the
alliance, composed of the Arakan
Army, the Myanmar National De-
mocratic Alliance Army and the
Ta’ang National Liberation Army,
was seen as boosting the nationwi-
de armed struggle to overthrow
the military regime. MDT/AP

first in 11 years. The award
ceremony is being held in
Asia for the first time after
the inaugural session in
London and in Boston last
year. He has said his wife,
Kate, couldn’t accompany
him as she was helping

culture attraction. The win-
ners are grouped into five
categories: nature protec-
tion, clean air, ocean revi-

climate change.
The finalists included a

val, waste elimination and U.S. company that found
a way to recycle polycot-
ton fabrics, which makes

up half of all textile was-
te. Others were an Indian
company producing so-
lar-powered dryers to help
small farmers preserve
crops and combat food
waste; a scheme to plant,
grow and digitally track
trees in Sierra Leone’s capi-
tal Freetown where 70% of
trees have been cut down
amid urban sprawl; an anti-
-smog movement in Poland
which has the dirtiest air in
Europe and a UK. com-
pany making low-emission
tires for electric vehicles.
The winners are cho-
sen by a 13-member cou-
ncil that includes Jordan’s

te Jack Ma, British fashion
designer Stella McCart-
ney, broadcaster David At-
tenborough, World Trade
Organization chief Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweale and former
NBA star Yao Ming.

Apart from the prize
money, all 15 finalists will
receive a year of technical
support and resources to
help them accelerate their
ideas. The Earthshot Prize
was launched in 2020 by
William's Royal Foundation
charity as a 10-year pro-
gram to shore up innovative
solutions and technologies
against the planet’s greatest

their eldest son George with
school exams.

William will join cele-
brities later to walk the
‘green carpet’ for the glitzy
ceremony at the theater at
MediaCorp., a state-owned
media conglomerate. The
ceremony will be co-hos-
ted by actors Hannah Wa-
ddingham and Sterling K.
Brown. Artists performing
for the night are pop bands
One Republic and Bastille,
and U.S. singer Bebe Rexha.

Prizes will be presented
by Oscar winner Cate Blan-
chett, actors Donnie Yen,
Lana Condor and Nomza-
mo Mbatha and Australian

Queen Rania al Abdullah,
Chinese business magna-

environmental perils.

William, 41, arrived Sun-
day for a four-day trip, his

wildlife conservationist Ro-
bert Irwin. MDT/AP
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Israel-Hamas war crowds
crisis-heavy agenda as foreign
ministers meet in Japan

MATTHEW LEE, TOKYO

RESH from a whir-

Iwind tour of the Mi-

ddle East, U.S. Secre-

tary of State Antony
Blinken shifted his intense
diplomacy on the Israel-Ha-
mas war to Asia yesterday, as
he and his counterparts from
the Group of Seven leading
industrial democracies be-
gan two days of talks in Ja-
pan.

The devastating mon-
thlong conflict in Gaza and
efforts to ease the dire huma-
nitarian impacts of Israel’s
response to the deadly Oct. 7
Hamas attack were set to be
a major focus of the meeting.
Yet with the Russia-Ukraine
war, fears North Korea may
be readying a new nuclear
test, and concerns about
China’s increasing global as-
sertiveness, it is far from the
only crisis on the agenda.

“Even as we are inten-
sely focused on the crisis in
Gaza, were also very much
engaged and focused on the
important work that we're
doing in the Indo-Pacific and
in other parts of the world,”
Blinken told reporters in
Ankara, Turkey, before lea-
ving the Middle East for Asia.

In Tokyo, Blinken and
foreign ministers from Bri-
tain, Canada, France, Ger-
many, Japan and Italy will be
looking for common ground
on approaches to the Israel-
-Hamas war that threatens to
destabilize already shaky se-

LEBANON

AP PHOTO

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, shakes hands with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida ahead of G7 meeting

curity in the broader Middle
East and seeking to maintain
existing consensus positions
on the other issues.

Before wrapping up the
Mideast portion of his trip
— a four-day whirlwind that
included stops in Israel, Jor-
dan, the West Bank, Cyprus,
Iraq and Turkey — Blinken
said he would brief his G7
colleagues on the status of
his efforts, seeking their ad-
vice and pressing ahead.

“I'll have an opportunity
to debrief my colleagues on
what we've learned and what
we've done during this trip,
and to continue that work
and carry it forward,” he said.

Those efforts include sig-

nificantly expanding the
amount of humanitarian aid
being sent to Gaza, pushing
Israel to agree to “pauses”
in its military operation to
allow that assistance to get
in and more civilians to get
out, beginning planning for
a post-conflict governance
and security structure in the
territory and preventing the
war from spreading.

Blinken described all of
these as “a work in progress”
and acknowledged deep di-
visions over the pause con-
cept. Israel remains uncon-
vinced and Arab and Muslim
nations are demanding an
immediate full cease-fire,
something the United Sta-

tes opposes. There has also
been resistance to discussing
Gaza’s future, with the Arab
states insisting that the im-
mediate humanitarian crisis
must be addressed first.

Securing agreement from
G7 members, none of whi-
ch border or are directly in-
volved in the conflict, may
be a slightly less daunting
challenge for Blinken.

Since before Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, the G7 has
held together in defense of
the international order that
emerged from the destruc-
tion of World War II. Despite
some fraying around the ed-
ges, the group has preserved
a unified front in condem-
ning and opposing Russia’s
war.

The group similarly has
been of one voice in deman-
ding that North Korea halt
its nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programs, that
China exercise its growing
international clout respon-
sibly, and also in calling for
cooperative actions to com-
bat pandemics, synthetic
opioids, and threats from
the misuse of artificial inte-
lligence.

Yet the Gaza crisis has
inflamed international pu-
blic opinion and democra-
cies are not immune from
intense passions that have
manifested themselves in
massive pro-Palestinian and
anti-Israel demonstrations
in G7 capitals and elsewhere.
MDT/AP

Woman and her three granddaughters

killed in Israeli strike laid to rest

A{;ebanese woman and
er three granddaugh-
ters were laid to rest in their
hometown in southern Leba-
non yesterday, two days after
they were killed in an Israeli
drone strike that hit the car
they were traveling in near
the Lebanon-Israel border.
Hundreds of men and wo-
men marched before the four
coffins, which were draped

in black and white banners
as they were carried throu-
gh the streets of the village
of Ainata. The coffins were
later taken for burial in a ce-
metery in the nearby village
of Blida.

Israeli troops and militan-
ts from Lebanon’s Hezbollah
group and their allies have
been clashing for a month
along the border following

the start of the Israel-Hamas
war. The clashes have inten-
sified since Israel launched a
ground incursion into Gaza
against Hamas, an ally of He-
zbollah.

Large posters of Sami-
ra Abdul-Hussein Ayoub
and her three granddaugh-
ters — Rimas Shor, 14; Talin
Shor, 12; and Layan Shor, 10
— were displayed in the ce-

metery in the southeastern
town of Blida. The three girls’
mother, Hoda Hijazi, was
wounded in the attack and is
still undergoing treatment in
a hospital.

Following the drone strike
that killed the four, Hezbollah
said its fighters fired rockets
toward the northern Israe-
li town of Kiryat Shmona,
killing one person. MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
2000 BusH AND GORE
FIGHT TO THE FINISH

The result of the
American  presi-
dential election is
stil hanging in the
balance hours after
the last polls offi-
cially closed.

Votes are still
being counted in
the key state of Flo-
rida where it seems
there are only a few hundred votes separating the
two would-be presidents.

Early exit polls claimed Republican George W Bush
hadtakenthe Sunshine State - but the claimwaslater
retracted.

The Democrat White House hopeful, Al Gore, had
apparently been on the verge of admitting defeat.

Hehadalready phoned MrBush to offer hiscongra-
tulations when he was told the Florida result was still
tooclosetocall.

Mr Gore telephoned Governor Bushasecond time
to withdraw his concession.

He said: "Circumstances have changed since I first
calledyou.

"We have now learned we are down by only about
600 votes out of millions cast and that means an au-
tomatic recount.”

The election campaign has been one ofthe closest
foryears.

National polls gave Governor Busha slenderleadas
voters went to the polls but one survey gave Al Gore
a two point advantage suggesting he could still win
therace.

A high turnout of blacks and union members
appears to have helped Mr Gore in the large indus-
trial states.

Jeb Bush, Mr Bush's brother and governor of Flori-
da, had promised to deliver the state for his brother.

The Texas governor appeared toholda slender ad-
vantage ina string of swing states, including Missouri,
lowa, Wisconsin, Arkansas and Nevada.

If he wins in Florida, he will probably have enough
electoral college votes to become president.

Itis possible Mr Bush could win the electoral college
butlose the popular vote. This has nothappenedsin-
ce 1888 when Benjamin Harrison became President
even though Grover Cleveland had amassed more
votes.

Mr Bush closed his White House campaign by
vowing to be a "uniter not a divider" if elected presi-
dentand Mr Gore promised to "fight for you".[...]

He ended his campaign with a whistle-stop tour of
five states, ending in Florida. He was joined in Miami
by celebrity supporters including actors Robert de
Niro, Glenn Close, Ben Affleck and Stevie Wonder.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Texas Governor George Bush was eventually
declared President-elect on 13 December 2000
after a protracted legal battle.

The vote in Florida went to a hand-count. But it
turned out thousands of votes had been discard-
ed by automatic machines because voters were
supposed to knock out a small rectangle of card
next to their choice of candidate and many were
not punched properly.

The bits of card, known as chads, gave rise to
serious complaints. Many black Americans
claimed they had been disenfranchised after it
was revealed the oldest and least reliable voting
machines were placed in black precincts.
Aninquiry carried out after the result had been
decided concluded that more than 180,000 votes
were thrown out as a result of poorly trained poll
workers and a lack of standard procedures.

On 13 December 2000 Al Gore conceded victory
to George W Bush.
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YOUR STARS

O ARIES
/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Don’t let emotional upset force
you into the poorhouse. Get
mvolved in philosophic groups
that will enlighten you. Don’t
forget to let your mate know how
much you care.

.@ ig GEMINI
/'! May. 21-Jun. 21
Sudden changes regarding work
and colleagues are apparent.
Your talents are likely to be

discovered. Your ideas can be
put into action.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

You can make a difference if you
take a position of leadership.
Make changes regarding your
friendships. Promote your ideas
now.

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22

You may be frazzled today. New
romantic ties can be made;
however, you must make sure
that your motives are not selfish
before you make your move.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Social activities that involve the
whole family will be enjoyable. You
may find that someone you live with
is not too happy, but you can’t really
do anything about that right now.

@ AQUARIUS

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Try out for alocal sports team such
as volleyball, tennis, lawn bowling,
or whatever interests you. Pamper
yourself; you deserve it. Make sure
that you have all the pertinent
facts before taking action.

CROSSWORDS

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

TAURUS " SINCE YOU HAVE YOUR PHONE \ £ THEY GATRER | ¢
J por 20Mav.20 OUTAGAIN, TREAD AN £ ;™ INFORMATION | 2

Try not to ta]‘:e' othersy' for /UI AK-“CLE ABOUT HON g ON OUKUN\QUE %‘3 /4;

granted. Tempers could get out SMARTPHONES WHY? ; INTERESTS AND é

e o, o B e EAVESDROP_ 1G5 : OPINIONS FOR, | £

vx}zlith friends. Education may be ON US, {\‘. g N\KKET‘NG :E;

the answer. \ h “ H PUKPOSESI g
CANCER S IMAGINE TRE | &

@ £ INTERESTINGINFO | 8 ||
Jun. 22-Jul. 22 P THEY HAVE ON USI ©

You may be uncertain about some .

of your coworkers and your boss.
Don’t give up what you have until
you can be certain just what it is
you’re getting.

SUDOKU WEATHER

O VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
/ Aug. 23-Sep. 22 EASY EASY+

Opportunities for travel and

socializing are evident. You may R 5 . Beijing 0 11 cloudy
need to lend an ear to an old 2 4 4 5 1 = 7 Changchun “14 1 snow
friend. Don’t overspend or give too
freely to others. P ¢ 216 : ) ! 313 Chengdu 12 21 overcast
5 9 8 3 2 d Chongging 16 21 rain
SCORPIO 3 A E 9 ! 341 : Fuzhou 18 27 rain
E_ 8 7 J 1 4 6 7 Guangzhou 21 26 rain
Y/ Oct. 23-Nov. 21 ! 4 B i |5 216 1 Guiyang 11 22 cloudy
Try to stay calm and do the 1 G 4 7 4 f Haikou 24 29 thunderstorms
best you can. You may find it " 6 'S 6ls -
impossible to get the rest you = = Hangzhou 12 22 overcast
require. Opportunities for g 7 5 3 1 0 7 8 3 . B
romance will develop through Harbin -17 3 snow
activities with large groups. Hefej 8 22 cloudy
Nanjin 23 cloud
CAPRICORN s 1 Y
MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 13 22 overcast
/ Dec. 22-Jan. 19 P 4 3 P 211 Taipei 21 27 fine
You will be in the doghouse if you Wuhan 9 22 cloudy
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self esteem if you get involved
in organizational functions.
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CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

0 ©)inl Va Fat Nam Long (Old Taipa) Coloane Village
jmlmacau (O) jmlproperty Ly 3 980,000 2 bed 1 bath HKD 10,200/mth1 2 beds 1 bath HKD 9.950/mth 1 bed 1 bath
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RUGBYACADEMY __

MACAU BATS
RETURN TO
HONG KONG
FESTIVALS

DONALD SHAW, HONG KONG

OCAL rugby team, the Ma-
au Bats, entered their first
rugby festival of the new season
in Hong Kong last weekend. The
club entered six teams across the
under 7 to under 12 age groups.
The Under-7s were first up to play
atKings Park and got the day oftoa
bright start with 3 wins and a draw
in their games. Similarly, the U8s
had a very successful campaign
winning all 4 of their matches, an
outcome that will see them pro-
moted to the higher division at the
next festival in two weeks.

The U9s also had a positive
showing with wins against hosts
USRC Tigers (5-2), Sai Kung Stin-
grays (9-2), followed by a 4-4 draw
with Sandy Bay and a 2-5 loss to a
strong Tsuen Wan Rhinos.

At U10s, the Bats fielded a joint
team with Tung Chung Buffaloes.

AD b

The combined team showed a lot
of heart and promise in their play
despite losses to USRC Tigers (2-
4), Hong Kong Football Club (2-
4), Shatin Shapei (3-4) and Flying
Kukris (3-5).

The Ulls gave a good account
of themselves with four wins -
against USRC Tigers (2-1); Sandy
Bay (5-0); Shatin Shapei (4-0); and
an impressive 6-1 win over Flying
Kukris.

As with the U10s, the Bats and
Tung Chung Buffaloes joined for-
ces in the U12 age group and re-
corded a draw against Sandy Bay
(3-3); a win (2-1) against South
China Athletic before a couple of
close losses to HKFC (2-4) and
USRCTigers (1-3).

Across the age groups there
can be optimism for the rest of the
season with the next Hong Kong
festival taking place on the 19th
November.
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TRANSLATIONS LIMITED

FKTRANZ

ACCURATE, TIMELY &
COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

Languages:

ENGLISH, CHINESE,
PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,
KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC,
RUSSIAN

Services

TRANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang
Email: amyikiranz. comom
Tel: +853 2871 608172 Fax: +833 2871 6084
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FOOTFALL | EPL

9-man Tottenham beaten

by Chelsea in chaotic match

AP PHOTO

Hat trlck Chelsea’s Nicolas Jackson celebrates after scoring

TOTTENHAM 1, CHELSEA 4

OTTENHAM’S  players

lost their heads and the

remaining unbeaten re-

cord in the English Pre-
mier League.

A late hat trick by Nicolas Jack-
son sealed a 4-1 victory for Chelsea
in a chaotic London derby yester-
day [Macau time] featuring two
red cards — to Tottenham defen-
ders Cristian Romero and Destiny
Udogie — five disallowed goals and
a maverick tactical approach by
Spurs manager Ange Postecoglou
in his unlikely bid to survive with
nine men.

Jackson broke the resistance
of Tottenham with his three goals
from the 75th minute, settling a
frantic game that defied logic at
times as hosts survived for a while
despite playing a high defensive
line following the sending-offs of
Romero in the 33rd and Udogie in
the 55th.

“It is pretty hard to process,”
Postecoglou said. “It’s almost im-

cause it just seemed to get out of
control.”

Dejan Kulusevski gave Totte-
nham a flying start by scoring off
a deflected shot in the sixth minu-
te, only for the derby to turn fiery
amid a blaze of wild challenges and
crazy incidents.

Amidst all the madness, Cole
Palmer equalized from the spot
after Romero conceded a penal-
ty — and earned a fourth red card
in 2 1/2 years at Tottenham — for
a dangerous lunge on Argentina
teammate Enzo Fernandez.

And when Udogie collected a se-
cond yellow card, Tottenham faced
an uphill battle to preserve its un-
defeated start to the season.

Chelsea initially failed to get past
Tottenham'’s brave but possibly nai-
ve high line but did so eventually to
devastating effect. Jackson’s final
two goals came deep into stoppage
time to clinch a memorable win for
visiting manager Mauricio Poche-
ttino on his return to the club he
coached from 2014-19 and led to a
Champions League final.

garding his tactics while his team
was down to nine men, saying: “It
is just who we are. It is who we are
and who we will be for as long as I
am here.

“If we go down to five men, we
will have a crack.”

It left Manchester City, the de-
fending champion, a point clear
of second-placed Tottenham after
an 11th round of games that saw
Liverpool and Arsenal, the other
teams in the top four, also fail to
win.

The first half, in particular, was
mayhem.

Aside from the two goals and
the red card to Romero, there were
four disallowed goals, game-en-
ding injuries to Tottenham players
James Maddison and Micky van de
Ven, yellow cards to Postecoglou
for complaining and Udogie for a
flying two-footed lunge, a free-for-
-all sparked by a scuffle between
Chelsea’s Levi Colwill and Totte-
nham’s Pape Sarr, and 12 minutes
of stoppage time.

Romero also avoided punish-
ment for kicking out at Colwill off
the ball, only for the World Cup
winner to see red a few minutes
later. Along with the four red cards,
he has also had 26 yellow cards in
his time at Spurs.

The game was reminiscent of
the so-called “Battle of the Bridge”
between the teams at the end of the
2015-16 season, when Tottenham’s
title hopes evaporated at Stamford

his side’s third goal - .
possible to analyze the game be- Postecoglou had no regrets re-  Bridge. MDT/AP
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

THE

BUZZ

ROBUST
REINVIGORATION OF
SINO-AUSTRALIAN TIES
SHOULD BE BUILT UPON
FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese’s visit to China, the first by an Australian
prime minister in seven years, has effectively
put behind the unpleasant experience of the
past few years and created an atmosphere
conducive to deepening cooperation in dif-
ferent fields, which will better serve the inte-
rests of both countries.

As President Xi Jinping said during his mee-
ting with Albanese in Beijing on Monday, the
two countries have no historical disputes,
no fundamental conflicts of interest, and
can deepen mutual trust and make mutual
achievements.

The two countries should follow the trend
of the times, proceed from their common
interests, jointly strengthen China-Australia
relations based on equality, seek common
ground while shelving differences, and dee-
pen mutually beneficial cooperation, Xi said.

President Xi stressed that small cliques
cannot adapt to the great changes in today’s
world, and countries must be vigilant against
and oppose attempts to destabilize the Asia-
-Pacific region.

That should be the consensus between the
two countries on which they can further ad-
vance their comprehensive strategic part-
nership. This serves the common interests of
both countries and their peoples, and meets
the common expectations of the countries in
the region.

The two sides should give full play to the
China-Australia Free Trade Agreement, ex-
pand cooperation in emerging areas such
as the green economy and the fight against
climate change, safeguard the free trade sys-
tem, and develop a good business environ-
ment for the enterprises of the two countries
to invest and operate freely, as Xi urged.

Echoing Xi, Albanese said the differences
between the two countries should not be
allowed to define the bilateral relationship,
as Australia and China have broad common
interests, and dialogue and cooperation are
the best way to move forward and ensure
mutual benefit. That shows the Australian
side’s willingness to meet the Chinese side
halfway to put bilateral ties back on the track
of healthy development.

Before Albanese’s visit, China and Australia
had settled the dispute over wine and wind
turbine trade, with Australia even shrugging
off so-called security concerns over a Chine-
se company getting the lease for operating
the Port of Darwin.

As an ally of the United States and given
the increasingly aggressive competition be-
tween China and the US, Australia needs to
formulate an independent China policy whi-
ch is not affected by its alliance with the US.
Blindly following the US in China-related is-
sues will only hurt the interests of Australia
and bring more twists and turns to China-
-Australia ties.

In the turbulent world of today, healthy,
stable and robust Sino-Australian ties would
not only cater to the interests of both coun-
tries but also contribute to peace, stability
and development in the Asia-Pacific region
and the world beyond.

AJewish man in California has died after getting into a confrontation
during dueling protests over the Israel-Hamas war, authorities said.

Paul Kessler, 69, died at a hospital yesterday [Macau time], a day after
he was struck during pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian demonstrations at
an intersection in Thousand Oaks, a suburb northwest of Los Angeles,

authorities said.

Witnesses said Kessler was involved in a “physical altercation” with
one or more counter-protesters, fell backward and struck his head on
the ground, according to a statement from the Ventura County Sheri-

ff’s Department.

An autopsy said Kessler died from a blunt force head injury and it
was homicide, according to the Sheriff’s Department, which said in-

vestigators hadn't ruled out the possibility that the act was a hate cri-

me.

No arrests had been made and details of the confrontation weren’t
immediately released, although the Sheriff’s Department scheduled a

news conference for Tuesday morning.

Rabbi Noah Farkas, president of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Los Angeles, said the group had heard reports that Kessler was struck
in the head by a megaphone held by a pro-Palestinian demonstrator.
However, he said federation officials weren't at the scene or involved in

the demonstrations.

Other unconfirmed reports suggested that Kessler may have been

pushed and fallen.

AP PHOTO

Portugal’s Prime Minister Antonio Costa

PORTUGUESE PM RESIGNS
AFTER BEING INVOLVED
IN CORRUPTION PROBE

HELENA ALVES &
JOSEPH WILSON, LISBON

ORTUGUESE Prime

Minister Anténio Cos-
ta said yesterday he is re-
signing after being invol-
ved in a widespread cor-
ruption probe.

Costa said in a live na-
tionally televised address
that “in these circums-
tances, obviously, I have
presented my resignation
to the president of the re-
public.”

Costa’s shocking an-
nouncement came hours
after Portuguese police
arrested his chief of staff
while raiding several pu-
blic buildings and other
properties as part of a wi-
despread corruption pro-
be.

The Supreme Court,
the state prosecutor’s of-
fice said, was also exami-
ning the suspects’ “use
of the prime minister’s
name and his involvement
to unlock” the practices
being probed.

The 62-year-old Costa,
Portugal’s Socialist leader
since 2015, defended his

innocence and teared up
while thanking his family
for their support through
the years.

“I totally trust the jus-
tice system,” he said. “I
want to say eye to eye to
the Portuguese, that my
conscience is clear of any
illicit or censured act.”

“If there are suspicions,
than the judicial autho-
rities are free to look into
them ... I am not above the
law.”

Portuguese president
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
is expected to accept Cos-
ta’s resignation.

An investigative judge
issued arrest warrants for
Vitor Escaria, Costa’s chief
of staff, the mayor of the
town of Sines, and three
other people because they
represented a flight risk
and to protect evidence,
the prosecutor’s office said
in a statement.

It said that the Minister
of Infrastructure Jodo Ga-
lamba and the head of the
country’s environmental
agency were among those
named as suspects.

The judge is investiga-

ting alleged malfeasance,
corruption of elected of-
ficials, and influence pe-
ddling related to lithium
mine concessions near
Portugal’s northern border
with Spain, and plans for a
green hydrogen plant and
data center in Sines, on
the south coast.

The raids included the
premises of the Ministry
of the Environment, the
Ministry of Infrastructure,
the Sines town council,
private homes and offices.

The prosecutor’s offi-
ce said that the probe has
determined that the “sus-
pects invoked the name of
the prime minister” when
carrying out their allege-
dly illicit activities.

Portugal’s lithium mi-
nes and green hydrogen
projects are part of the
continent’s green initiative
being pushed by the Euro-
pean Union.

Costa said that he had
no prior indication that he
was being scrutinized by
legal authorities.

“This is a phase of my
life that comes to an end,”
he said. MDT/AP
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South Africa’'s government
has recalled its ambassador
and diplomatic mission
toIsraelin condemnation
of the bombardment of
the Gaza Strip, callingita
"genocide.” Pretoria also
threatened action against
the Israeliambassador

to South Africa over his
recent remarks onthe
African country's stance
onthe Israel-Hamas war. No
further details were given
about the remarks.

Y o
UK Britain's Conservative
governmentis setting
out a pre-election policy
slate including tougher
sentences for criminals and
measures to tame inflation
and boost economic growth
at the grand State Opening
of Parliament today [Macau
time]. King Charles Il will
read out a speech, written
by Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak’s government,
outliningits legislative plans
for the next year. It's almost
certainly the last such
speech before a national
election.

USA Votersin Virginia's
capital city are deciding
today [Macau time] whether
developers can move
forward with a proposed
$562 million resort casino
along Interstate 95. Aballot
measure onwhether to
allow the gambling and
entertainment complexis
before Richmond voters
for asecond time, after the
city narrowly rejected the
proposal two years ago.

Broadway Boy George —
the Culture Clubicon of
the 1980s —is returning
to Broadway in "Moulin
Rouge! The Musical.”
The singer-songwriter
whose hits include "Karma
Chameleon”and "Do You
Really Want to Hurt Me"

will play Moulin Rouge club
owner Harold Zidler in the
jukebox adaptation of Baz
Luhrmann's hyperactive
2001 movie. He starts
Feb.6andends May 12 at
Broadway's Al Hirschfeld
Theatre, taking over the role
from Tituss Burgess.



