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LEGAL AFFAIRS DIRECTOR LEONG PORTUGUESE NAT'ONAL CHINA WELCOMES
WENG IN CITES EQUALITY PROVISION ARAB AND MUSLIM
IN LABOUR RELATIONS LAW TO DEPORTED FROM MACAU ON DIPLOMATS FOR TALKS
DOWNPLAY ALLEGED BLACKLISTS OVERZEALOUS POLICING TO END WAR IN GAZA
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Hawaii President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. of
the Philippines said the
situation in the South
China Sea "has become
more dire" as China
expands its presence in
an area where multiple
nations have competing
territorial claims. China
has showed interest in
atolls and shoals that are
"closer and closer"” to the
coast of the Philippines,
with the nearest atoll
about 60 nautical miles
away, Marcos said.

India and Australia

are set to hold talks
focused on bolstering
their strategic, defense
and security ties
yesterday in New Delhi.
Australia's foreign
minister Penny Wong
and defense minister
Richard Marles arrived
to meet with their
counterparts for the
second India-Australia
2+2 Dialogue, where
they're expected to
discuss regional and
globalissues, according
to a statement from
India's Ministry of
External Affairs.

Argentina His legions of
fans call him "the crazy”
and "the wig" due to his
ferocity and unruly mop
of hair, while he refers
to himself as "the lion."
He thinks sex education
is a Marxist plot to
destroy the family, views
his cloned mastiffs as
his "children with four
paws" and has raised the
possibility people should
be allowed to sell their
own vital organs. He is
Javier Milei, Argentina's
next president.

More on backpage
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New apps to be launched to expand
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HENGQIN SEES OVER 8.6
MILLION VISITORS
TO SEPTEMBER

Hengqgin has seen over 8.6 million
visitors in the first nine months of the
year, surpassing pre-pandemic levels.
The Cooperation Zone will strengthen
the synergy of the cultural tourism
promotion work between the regions,
and continue to participate in Macau
roadshow promotion activities in the
mainland.

GOV’'T PLEDGES
CRACKDOWN ON SCALPERS

The Economic and Technological
Development Bureau (DSEDT)

stated that the SAR government is
concerned about ticket scalping for
concerts and large-scale performance
events. The SAR government will

also review relevant laws in a timely
manner, noting that fraud cases
involving online purchase of tickets for
performance events have increased
significantly this year.

CENTENNIAL
RETROSPECTIVE

OF LOK CHEONG’S ART
TO OPEN FRIDAY

The exhibition "Centennial
Retrospective of Lok Cheong's Art" will
be inaugurated Nov. 24 at the Macao
Museum of Art, with 150 artworks. The
exhibition will also feature some of his
sketches and his friends' works which
will be exhibited for the first time.

The artworks include oil paintings,
watercolors, Chinese paintings,
drawings, manuscripts and documents,
displaying Lok Cheong's artistic career
and achievements over 50 years from
the 1950s. Lok Cheong (1923-2006)
served as the President of the Macau
Artist Society for a lengthy period of
time, supporting emerging artists,

and promoting cultural and artistic
exchanges between the Chinese
Mainland and Macau.

UM HOLDS COMPETITION
ON PROGRAMMING

The Faculty of Science and
Technology of the University of
Macau (UM) recently held the

2023 International Collegiate
Programming Contest (ICPC) (Asia
Macau Regional Contest), with the
aim of promoting the exchange

of programming skills. According
to a statement from the UM, the
regional contest in Macau drew the
participation of 82 teams from 67
renowned universities and from

8 secondary schools in China.
Approximately 300 students and
teachers gathered at UM to compete
in the regional championship and
exchange ideas on programming.
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IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING
OFF-PLAN PROPERTIES LAW REVIEWED

ANTHONY LAM

ROTECTIONS for off-plan

property purchases will be
refined through legal means, Se-
cretary for Administration and
Justice André Cheong told par-
liament yesterday.

During his policy question
session yesterday, the senior of-
ficial was asked by lawmaker Ip
Sio Kai about laws concerning
the industry and related to real
estate property transactions.
Ip works as the deputy head of
Bank of China, Macau Branch.

The lawmaker mentioned
that under current laws, mort-
gages approved for off-plan pro-
perties are not well protected.
He pointed out that during his
multi-decade career, he has not
seen laws that prioritize bank
loan recovery.

Although a law has been esta-
blished to facilitate preliminary
registration for off-plan proper-
ties, he added, banks will only
become prioritized creditors
after both the construction of
the properties and the property
registration.

“The period in between sale
of off-plan properties and of-
ficial registration of real estate
properties can be lengthy,” the
lawmaker said, emphasizing
that banks are not well-protec-
ted during this period.

In response, Cheong admi-
tted that the off-plan property
law — promulgated in 2013 — has
only done half the job. The rest,
he said, concerns transaction
prices and modes, which should
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see improved governance by law.
“The process was slowed
down because we wanted to
take the Trust Law as a referen-
ce to handle [off-plan property
transaction prices],” Cheong
recalled. “However, after the
promulgation of the Trust Law,
industry practitioners said that
they needed more time to study
the effect of the law. As a result,
we will continue studying the
feasibility of any related laws.”
The official pledged that
when the government reviews
the off-plan property law, provi-
sions concerning the aforemen-
tioned areas will be proposed for
approval by parliament.
Another question that Ip rai-
sed was related to judicial effi-
ciency and legal provisions re-
lated to financial industry prac-
tices. He pointed out that many
foreign-funded banks tend not
to provide certain products or
services “due to a misunders-

tanding of local laws,” although
similar products and services
are provided by Chinese-funded
banks.

On the other hand, the
lawmaker added that there were
occasionsinwhich these foreign-
funded banks complain to the
Macao Association of Banks
about lengthy judicial procedu-
res concerning bankruptcy and
debt recovery.

Cheong admitted that such
procedures are lengthy because
the interests and legal procedu-
res involved are complex. In this
regard, he added, an overhaul
of existing laws and regulations
is required to speed up the pro-
cess.

Regarding Ip's question on
sub-mortgages, Cheong said
that all mortgages in Macau are
officially registered, and banks
have priority when disputes ari-
se. In addition, he does not see
changes in laws as necessary

when it comes to banks being
notified about a property tran-
saction. In his opinion, property
transactions are usually conduc-
ted through realtors, lawyers and
the public notary. These institu-
tional procedures are effective in
lowering the odds of unregiste-
red transactions.

In his question, Ip pointed out
that when a mortgaged property
owner seeks a sub-mortgage, no
notification needs to be made to
the primary creditor, who will
thus not become aware of the
sub-mortgage.

On the other hand, creditor
banks are not notified immedia-
tely when a mortgaged property
is put up for sale. In his opinion,
this poses the possibility of mul-
tiple sales of a single property
at the same time, which has ha-
ppened before.

Cheong has also pledged that
laws related to financial activi-
ties will have ongoing improve-
ments made to provide a stable
business environment for inves-
tors and entrepreneurs from wi-
thin and outside Macau.

He also highlighted that the
government has promulgated
two laws — the Trust Law and
the reviewed Legal System go-
verning the Financial System —
during the past legislative term
as a means to improve the city’s
business environment.

On urban renewal, Cheong
said that legislation is only the
first step. Both the government
and the market need to inves-
tigate the most suitable way to
approach each renewal project.

Restaurant takings surge in September

HE receipts of res-

Chinese

Restaurants

interviewed restaurants

Western

Restaurants

pected influx of visitors

taurants and similar
establishments inter-
viewed by the Statisti-
cs and Census Service
(DSEC) went up 35.9%
year-on-year in Septem-
ber 2023, the DSEC no-
ted in a release.

Leading the hike were
Western Restaurants
(+68.5%), followed by

Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

(+46.5%), and Local Style
Cafes, Congee & Noodle
Shops (+35.3%), while
this increase was par-
tially offset by the drop
registered in Japanese &
Korean Restaurant ope-
rations (-27.9%).
Compared  month-
-on-month with August
2023, the receipts of the

and similar establish-
ments showed a decrea-
se of 13.7% in September,
a fact attributed to the
end of the summer holi-
day period.

While all types of esta-
blishments interviewed
registered a decrease in
receipts, Japanese & Ko-
rean Restaurants and
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were the ones with the
greatest drop, by 24.2%
and 19.7%, respectively.
As regards the busi-
ness expectations for Oc-
tober, 31% of the inter-
viewed restaurants and
similar  establishments
expect their receipts
to increase month-on-
-month due to the ex-

during the National Day
golden week.

Western Restaurants
and Chinese Restaurants
were the most optimis-
tic with 39% and 33%
respectively of all those
interviewed saying that
they were expecting in-
creases in receipts for
October. RM
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ov't to launch new apps
to expand e-governance

ANTHONY LAM

minimum of two new

apps will be launched

next year to help expand

e digital services provi-

ded by the government, Secretary

for Administration and Justice An-

dré Cheong said yesterday at the
parliament.

Cheong attended the policy
question session at the parliament
yesterday afternoon.

Lawmaker Ngan Iek Hang asked
about the further digitization of pu-
blic services. Currently, with laws
and regulations in place, a variety
of government documents can be
either applied for or even obtained
in digital form on the government's
One Account app.

Questions were raised regarding
how the app can be expanded to
cater to further needs. In response,
Cheong pointed out that the go-
vernment will launch at least two
new apps to provide further servi-
ces. One of the apps will target the

needs of businesses and associa-
tions.

The reason behind the need for
new apps is that the existing app
already has many functions. For
optimization of user experience
and stability, additional apps are
needed to differentiate between the
needs of common users and users
representing businesses or associa-
tions.

Therefore, he hinted, the num-
ber of functions currently on the
One Account app will likely remain
unchanged. Functions related to
businesses and associations will
rely on the new app.

The official added that e-gover-
nance does not only rely on provi-
ding public access through the use
of technology, but also on the col-
lection and use of data “to achieve
more accurate and scientific gover-
nance.” He added that a personnel
administration platform concer-
ning public entities is also being
constructed.

Ngan further asked how the

government would synergize di-
gital and physical services through
automatic kiosks. For example, he
said, although the application for
certain documents can be con-
ducted online, a physical copy is
required for certain entities. As
such, he asked how 24-hour ser-
vice kiosks could help in these si-
tuations.

Director Chao Wai leng of iden-
tification services said that seven
automatic service centers will be
opened next month, providing 38
services from 11 public entities.
They will belocated across the city.

Several lawmakers also raised
questions about the publicization
of government data. Director Ng
Wai Han of the public adminis-
tration and civil service disclosed
that originally only 170 data sets
were publicized. Now there are
650 sets, involving 39 bureaus or
government entities.

The data sets concern topics
such as healthcare, urban environ-
ment, education, social security,
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public security and immigration,
administration and legal affairs,
entrepreneurship and business, as

well as tourism and gambling. She
pledged that the government wou-
1d continue to improve in this area.

DSAJ director cites
equality provision
to downplay
alleged blacklists

LL employees are un-

der the protection of the
principal of equality pro-
visions in the Labour Rela-
tions Law, director Leong
Weng In of Legal Affairs said
yesterday, in response to a
lawmaker’s question on em-
ployee blacklists.

Leong attended the policy
question session at the par-
liament yesterday afternoon
with her superintendent,
Secretary for Administration
and Justice Andre Cheong.

Lawmaker Leong Sun
Iok pointed out in his ques-
tion that certain large com-
panies, such as the casino
operators, allegedly have
employee blacklists consis-
ting of candidates who are
said to have committed ma-
jor errors or misconduct.

Leong argued that when
employees are asked to give
consent to past employment
and background investiga-
tions, the bargaining power
is not balanced. Effectively,

they are forced to give con-
sent in these situations.

In response to the alleged
existence of employee bla-
cklists, director Leong said
that the Labour Relations
Law protects all jobseekers
and employees against dis-
crimination. Whenever
they are treated differently
without legitimate reason,
employers who discrimina-
te unjustly against them can
be subject to penalties.

However, employers
usually cite past mistakes to
support not hiring a candi-
date, she said.

She also reiterated that
consent is required for the
retrieval of personal infor-
mation, in response to the
lawmaker’s question on ba-
ckground investigations.

She added that her bu-
reau will work consistently
with the Labour Affairs Bu-
reau in the implementation
of existing laws and any fu-
ture legislative review. AL

GAMING

NOVEMBERS PREMIUM MASS REVENUES
SURGE 37% OVER 2019 LEVELS

HE premium mass gambling

segment is experiencing a
37% increase in the average bet
per player, up to HKD22,251 this
November, compared to the same
month in 2019 — with Galaxy emer-
ging as a leader in the surge.

As the gaming sector is un-
dergoing significant uptick, the
growth is attributed to high-profi-
le events and robust luxury retail
spending by mainland Chinese vi-
sitors amid its economy regaining
momentum.

Analysts from Citigroup noted
that despite a 21% decrease in the
number of gamblers, the total pre-
mium mass wager reached appro-
ximately HKD9.5 million.

The rise in wager amounts was
significant during the week-long
National Day Holiday where the
all-time high bet per player of
HKD29,633 was recorded in Oc-
tober.

Gaming operator Galaxy cap-
tured nearly 38% of the market
share, while Sands China holds
about 20%, although it saw a decli-
ne from around 20% in October to
14% in November thus far.

According to Citi, The Horizon
room at Galaxy alone saw the day’s
highest single-room wager totaling
HKD1,866,000, while players at
Sands China Plaza’s Apex room ave-
raged wagers of HKD63,077 each.

The gaming industry is also be-
nefiting from the events recently
in the city, including the two-week
Macau Grand Prix, and concerts
by Teens in Times and Westlife.

Back in September, Citi analysts
observed that the rise in revenues
could be largely attributed to the
abundance of whales.

Whales refers to players who
wager between HKD100,000 and
500,000 per hand.

In their survey, the analysts fou-
nd that the average minimum bets
across Macau are on the rise, indi-
cating an improvement in player
quality within the mass sector.

GAMING TAXES
AT MOP51.5 BILLION

The government has acqui-
red more than MOP51.5 billion
so far this year in gaming ta-
xes up to October, according to
data released by the Financial
Services Bureau. The value ex-
ceeds the forecast for the en-
tire year 2023, which had been
set at MOP50.8 billion. Gaming
taxes from January to October
represent more than 50% of
the total revenue that the go-
vernment had estimated for
this year, which was at MOP130
billion. LV
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IMMIGRATION FOLLOWED LAW REFUSING

ENTRY OF PORTUGUESE NA’

RENATO MARQUES

HE Immigration Services of

the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) have abided by the law
in the case of the Portuguese na-
tional, resident in Shenzhen, who
was stopped from entering Ma-
cau last Saturday.

The problem was the expira-
tion date of the woman’s Portu-
guese passport, which according
to the same local authorities, had
less than three months validity.

As it is stated in Article 4 of
the Administrative Regulation
38/2021 that refers to the rule
stated in Number 2 of Article 20
of Law 16/2021, which regulates
the matter, “on the date of entry
into the MSAR (Macau Special
Administrative Region), the mini-
mum remaining validity period of
the passport, travel document or
other document admitted for mi-
gration control purposes must be
more than the intended duration
of stay in the MSAR, plus 90 days.”

Such a requirement is also no-
ted by the Macao Government
Tourism Office on their website
in the section dedicated to “Entry
Requirements” to Macau.

According to the law and regu-
lation earlier mentioned, immi-
gration authorities can “conditio-
nally admit other documents for
immigration control” in Macau
such as the Exit and Entry Permit
to Travel to Hong Kong and Ma-
cau issued by the mainland au-
thorities, as well as a Hong Kong

TOURISM

RENATO MARQUES

Permanent Identity Card, or Hong
Kong Reentry Permit.

Other exceptions to the rule
also include special documen-
ts held by aircraft or vessel crew
members.

As the Portuguese national was
not included in any of these ex-
ceptions and could not fulfill the
entry requirements for passport
holders at the time of her attempt
to enter Macau she was not given
permission to enter, as immigra-
tion authorities previously noted.

To the public broadcaster
TDM, the woman had previously
said that she had used the same
passport to enter the neighboring
region of Hong Kong on two occa-
sions on the same day. Moreover,
she was holding a receipt of her
passport renewal issued by the
Portuguese Consulate in Guang-
zhou, which was ignored by the
police.

This is justified by the laws and
regulations of Hong Kong, whose
Immigration Department, unlike

TONAL

that of Macau, states on their of-
ficial website that, “In general, all
visitors to Hong Kong must have
a passport that is valid for at least
one month after the period of
their intended stay in Hong Kong.
However, documents issued to
stateless persons must be valid
for a minimum of two months af-
ter the period of intended stay,” a
piece of travel advice that is also
shared by the Hong Kong Tourism
Board on their official webpage.
To TDM, the Portuguese wo-

man who was denied entry com-
plained of a lack of communica-
tion and courtesy by the local Im-
migration officers who, according
to her statements, did not explain
to her the relevant issue and the
consequences that would result.
She criticized also the fact that she
was deprived of her passport and
placed in a room for a long period
before anyone from the local au-
thorities explained to her that she
had been denied entry to Macau
based on passport expiry date.

Visitor arrivals in October down
16% y-0-y from pre-pandemic levels

RENATO MARQUES

HE number of visi-

tor arrivals to Macau
continues to recover stea-
dily with last month (Oc-
tober 2023) registering an
increase of 19.8% month-
-to-month when compa-
red with September this
year, a release from the
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice notes.

Nonetheless, the total
figure of 2,757,308 rea-
ched last month fell some
16.41% short of the num-
ber registered back in Oc-
tober 2019, with 452,443
fewer people visiting Ma-
cau this October.

From the October to-
tal, same-day visitors
(1,451,703) and overnight

visitors (1,305,605) also
show significant gains,
particularly day visitors,
as the average length of
stay has dropped signi-
ficantly when compared
to 2022 (-0.6 days year-
-on-year) to 1.2 days (the
same as in 2019).

To clarify, only the vi-
sitors who stay in legal
hotels or hostel units in
Macau are considered
overnight visitors. Often
the “same-day visitors”
numbers include those
who are in Macau over 24
hours.

It is not clear if this
occurs because these vi-
sitors stay overnight with
family or friends or if
they are lodged in other
kinds of accommodation
that escape the oversight
of authorities. Accom-
modation in homes for
other than non-resident
workers, residents or
their guests is illegal in
Macau.

As for those who stayed
overnight in Macau, the

average stay was 2.3 days,
decreasing by 0.9 days
y-o-y when compared to
2022 and down 0.1 days

when compared with
2019.
Unsurprisingly, the

mainland continues to
be the place of origin for
the most significant sha-
re of visitors to Macau
(1,949,510), that is 70.7%
of the total. From this
group, those traveling
under the Individual Vi-
sit Scheme made up over
half (1,009,269).

Last month also saw an
increase in the number
of visitors arriving from
Hong Kong (592,325) and
Taiwan (53,667), with
those from HK topping
the October 2019 figure
(567,777).

In the first ten months
of this year (Jan to Oct) the
number of visitor arrivals
has reached 22,685,476,
with a slightly higher sha-
re of overnight visitors
(11,542,405) than same-
-day visitors (11,143,071).
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Hong Kong's Disneyland
opens first Frozen-themed
attraction, part of a $60b
global expansion

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

ONG Kong
Disneyland
opened its
first Frozen-
-themed attraction yes-
terday, with thousands
of eager visitors turning
up to experience the new
rides, some lining up for
hours to get an early start.

Based on Disney’s wil-
dly popular Frozen ani-
mation film, the new sec-
tion of the park features
landscapes and charac-
ters from the movie and
two new rides, a roller
coaster and a boat ride
that takes visitors throu-
gh different scenes featu-
red in the film.

“Over the past decade,
the film has grown into
one of the most succes-
sful franchises in Disney
history,” said Josh D’Ama-
ro, chairman of Disney
Experiences. “World of
Frozen represents Hong
Kong Disneyland’s largest
and boldest expansion
since the park opened in
2005.”

The opening comes af-
ter Disney announced in
September a $60 billion

AP PHOTO

expansion of its parks and
cruises over about a deca-
de. Now that Chinese tou-
rists are venturing abroad
again after the pandemic,
the pandemic, the new
attraction is meant to be
a game changer for a the-
me park that has run los-
ses for years.

Some of the hundreds
of Disney fans who lined
up hours ahead of time
were dressed like charac-
ters from Frozen.

Disney enthusiast
Bryan Darmanic, who
had travelled from Cali-
fornia with his wife and
daughter, were among

the first visitors to the Fro-
zen-themed roller coaster
and received limited edi-
tion souvenirs to comme-
morate the experience.

“The World of Frozen
is really well-designed
and beautiful,” said Dar-
manic, whose family was
making its first visit to the
Hong Kong theme park.

Winnie Ip, a tourist
from Macao, said she
arrived at 9 a.m. in the
morning ahead of the
opening of the Frozen
section.

The Frozen attrac-
tions were “magnifi-
cent,” Ip said.

Hong Kong has been
beefing up the park to try
and draw more visitors.
In June 2022, it debuted
its Momentous multime-
dia and fireworks show,
which is staged at its cast-
le on most nights.

Elsewhere, Disney
plans to launch a Zoo-
topia-themed area at its
Shanghai Disneyland
in December, a Fantasy
Springs port at Tokyo
DisneySea next spring
and a Frozen-themed
Kingdom of Arendelle at
Disneyland Paris, slated
to open in either 2024 or
2025. MDT/AP

CARS

VOGT RESIGNS AS CEO OF
CRUISE FOLLOWING SAFETY
QUESTIONS, RECALLS OF
SELF-DRIVING VEHICLES

E Vogt has resigned as

EO of Cruise, General

Motors’ autonomous vehicle

unit, as questions build about
the safety of self-driving cars.

Vogt’s decision to step
down, announced yesterday
[Macau time], follows a recent
recall of all 950 Cruise vehicles
to update software after one
of them dragged a pedestrian
to the side of a San Francisco
street in early October. The Ca-
lifornia Department of Motor
Vehicles revoked the license
for Cruise.

The company earlier an-
nounced it had paused opera-
tions for a review by indepen-
dent experts.

“The results of our ongoing
reviews will inform additional
next steps as we work to build
a better Cruise centered arou-
nd safety, transparency and
trust,” the company said in a
statement. “We will continue
to advance AV technology in
service of our mission to make
transportation safer, cleaner
and more accessible.”

Cruise won approval to
transport fare-paying passen-
gers last year. Since then, the
autonomous vehicles have
drawn complaints for making
unexpected, traffic-clogging
stops that critics say threaten
to inconvenience other trave-
lers and imperil public safety.

Late last year, U.S. safety re-
gulators said they were inves-
tigating reports that autono-
mous robotaxis run by Cruise
can stop too quickly or unex-
pectedly quit moving, poten-

tially stranding passengers.

Problems at Cruise could
slow the deployment of fully
autonomous vehicles that car-
ry passengers without human
drivers on board. It also could
bring stronger federal regula-
tion of the vehicles, which are
carrying passengers in more
cities nationwide.

Cruise had been testing 300
robotaxis during the day when
it could only give rides for free,
and 100 robotaxis at night
when it was allowed to charge
for rides in less congested par-
ts of San Francisco. Vogt earlier
said most collisions were cau-
sed by inattentive or impaired
human drivers, not the AVs.

Cruise’s statement said its
board had accepted Vogt's
resignation. Mo Elshenawy,
Cruise’s executive vice presi-
dent of engineering, will be-
come president and chief te-
chnology officer. It said Craig
Glidden also will serve as presi-
dent and continue as chief ad-
ministrative officer for Cruise,
an appointment announced
earlier.

GM acquired a majority
stake in Cruise when it was a
startup in 2016. The company
invested to take 80% stake in
the company in May 2021.

Vogt attended the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Techno-
logy and was a co-founder of
Twitch, an interactive livestrea-
ming service for content inclu-
ding gaming, entertainment,
sports and music. Amazon
acquired Twitch for about $1
billion in 2014. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Sands China to sign MoU with MPU on smart tourism

Sands China and Macao
Polytechnic  University are
joining forces in a bid to boost
the development of smart
tourism in Macau through
a memorandum of unders-
tanding and the co-hosting

of a smart tourism sympo-
sium on Nov. 24 at The Lon-
doner Macao.

The MOU aims to streng-
then research on smart tou-
rism, technological innova-
tion, and talent development

by deepening exchanges
between the academic and
business sectors. The sym-
posium will explore the
opportunities and challenges
for Macau in promoting the
development of a smart tou-
rism city and nurturing smart
tourism technology profes-
sionals in the city.

A statement from the ga-
ming operator noted that
the event will also feature
a demonstration from a new
school-enterprise coopera-
tion project that applies arti-
ficial intelligence to Macau's
leisure industry. The project's
tourism training software fea-
tures areal-time dialogue ge-
neration system that is based
onlarge language models.

Macau
its festive

The Ritz-Carlton,

has announced
offerings for the upcoming
merriest time of year.

This season, The Ritz-
-Carlton Café has curated
a variety of menus catering
to all occasions. The Sun-

The Ritz-Carlton, Macau announces Christmas F&B offerings

day Treasure Festive Brunch
Buffet guarantees a feast
that delivers everything
from chilled and hot sea-
food, to mains, sides, and a
charcuterie and carving sta-
tion, not to mention dozens
of desserts.

The hotel will also laun-
ch Savor the Season Festive
Dinner, a five-course menu,
available for two evenings
only, Dec. 24 and Dec. 25.

The Wonderful Afternoon
Festive Intermezzo tea set
will be available from Dec. 23
toJan 1.

Also this year, the hotel is
offering a Delectable Turkey
Takeaway Set thatis available
with advance bookings from
Nov. 20 to Dec. 31, 2023.
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China welcomes Arab and Muslim diplomats
for talks on ending the war in Gaza

KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

HINA'S top diplomat

welcomed four Arab fo-

reign ministers and the

Indonesian one to Bei-
jing yesterday, saying his country
would work with “our brothers
and sisters” in the Arab and Isla-
mic world to try to end the war in
Gaza as soon as possible.

The ministers from Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian
Authority and Indonesia chose to
start a tour of world capitals in
Beijing, a testament to both Chi-
na’s growing geopolitical influen-
ce and its longstanding support
for the Palestinians.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told the foreign diplo-
mats that their decision to start
in Beijing shows their high level
of trust in his nation.

“China is a good friend and
brother of Arab and Islamic
countries,” Wang said in opening
remarks at a state guest house be-
fore their talks began. “We have
always firmly safeguarded the
legitimate rights and interests of
Arab (and) Islamic countries and
have always firmly supported the
just cause of the Palestinian peo-
ple.”

China has long backed the
Palestinians and been quick to
denounce Israel over its settle-
ments in the occupied territories.
It has not criticized the initial
Hamas attack on Oct.7 — which
killed about 1,200 people — whi-
le the United States and others
have called it an act of terro-
rism. However, China does have

TAIWAN

AP PHOTO

| T

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (foreground center) stands with his counterparts at the Diaoyutai state guesthouse in Beijing

yesterday

growing economic ties with Is-
rael.

The Saudi foreign minister,
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud,
called for an immediate cease-fi-
re and the entry of humanitarian
aid and relief to the Gaza Strip.

“There are still dangerous de-
velopments ahead of us and an
urgent humanitarian crisis that
requires an international mobi-

lization to deal with and counter
it,” he said.

He added they appreciated the
resolution issued by the United
Nations Security Council, calling
for urgent and extended huma-
nitarian pauses in Gaza, “but we
still need more efforts and coo-
peration.”

China — the world’s second-
-largest economy after the U.S.

— has become increasingly ou-
tspoken on international affairs
and even gotten directly involved
in some recently, albeit cautiou-
sly.

In March, Beijing helped
broker an agreement that saw
Saudi Arabia and Iran reestablish
ties after seven years of tension in
arole previously reserved for lon-
gtime global heavyweights like

the U.S. and Russia.

The five foreign ministers will
visit a number of capitals in an
effort to pursue a cease-fire, get
aid into Gaza and end the war,
Prince Faisal said last weekend.
The secretary general of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Coopera-
tion, Hissein Brahim Taha, is also
accompanying them to Beijing.

Israel’s retaliatory strikes on
the Gaza Strip have so far killed
more than 11,500 people, accor-
ding to Palestinian health autho-
rities. Another 2,700 have been
reported missing, believed bu-
ried in rubble.

“This isn't Israel’s first war
against the Palestinian people,”
said Riyad Al-Maliki, the Palesti-
nian Authority foreign minister.
“However, Israel wants this to
be its last war, where it takes full
control of the Palestinian peo-
ple’s presence on what’s left of
the historical land of Palestine.”

Israel’s ambassador to China,
Irit Ben-Abba, said yesterday, that
her country is allowing sufficient
humanitarian aid into Gaza in
collaboration with international
organizations and that “putting
pressure on Israel in this regard
is politically motivated and is not
conducive to the humanitarian
assistance which is needed.”

She also said that they hoped
for “no one-sided” resolution by
the Security Council and that
they expected a clear statement
calling for the “unconditional
release of the 240 hostages” who
were abducted by Hamas during
its attacks, “rather than calling
for a cease-fire.” MDT/AP

Front-runner candidate picks former
representative to US as running mate

William Lai (left) the candidate of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party and Hsiao Bi-kim

HE front-runner can-

didate in Taiwan’s
top election has picked
the long-term de facto
ambassador to the Uni-
ted States as his running
mate.

Government’s No.2
William Lai announced
yesterday on his Facebook
page the nomination of
Hsiao Bi-ki — who was
born in Japan to a Taiwa-
nese father and an Ame-
rican mother — as his
running mate in January’s
elections. His choice wou-

1d likely bolster support
among backers of his ru-
ling Democratic Progres-
sive Party, which has long
defied Beijing’s demands
to return the island under
the rule of the Commu-
nist Party.

Lai and Hsiao face a di-
vided opposition, led by
the Nationalist Party, also
known as the Kuomintang
or KMT, that has sought to
draw independent candi-
dates to their ticket. Polls
show Lai is ahead.

Lai currently serves as
deputy to leader Tsai Ing-
wen, who is restricted
from running for a third
four-year term. In his
Facebook post, Tsai said
Hsiao had been crucial to
cooperation with the U.S.,
Taiwan’s chief ally.

“This team, following

Tsai’s eight years in power,
is completely prepared to
withstand all challenges,
both domestically and
from China,” Lai’s post
said.

Hsiao later told a news
conference that she had
been prepared well to deal
with a range of challenges
by her upbringing, her
years as a legislator repre-
senting eastern Taiwan
and her eight years as
Taiwan’s representative in
Washington.

Taiwan faces threats to
its democracy from within
and to its security from
outside, “but there is no
way I can avoid this,” said
Hsiao, 52, who was partly
raised in New Jersey and
has degrees from Ober-
lin College and Columbia
University. MDT/AP
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Third release of treated water from damaged
Fukushima plant ends safely, operator says

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

HE release of a third bat-

ch of treated radioactive

wastewater from Japan’s

damaged  Fukushima
nuclear plant into the Pacific
Ocean ended safely as planned,
its operator said yesterday, as
the country’s seafood producers
continue to suffer from a Chine-
se import ban imposed after the
discharges began.

Large amounts of radioactive
wastewater have accumulated
at the nuclear plant since it was
damaged by a massive earth-
quake and tsunami in 2011. It be-
gan discharging treated and dilu-
ted wastewater into the ocean on
Aug. 24 and finished releasing the
third 7,800-ton batch. The pro-
cess is expected to take decades.

The discharges have been
strongly opposed by fishing
groups and neighboring coun-
tries including China, which
banned all imports of Japanese
seafood, badly hurting Japane-
se producers and exporters of

AP PHOTO

scallops and other seafood.

The plant’s operator, Tokyo
Electric Power Company Holdin-
gs, said the third release, like the
two previous ones, went SmMoo-
thly and marine samples tested
by it and the government showed
that levels of all selected radionu-
clides were far lower than inter-

national safety standards.
Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida, in a meeting last
Friday with Chinese President
Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the
Asia Pacific Economic Coope-
ration summit in San Francis-
co, asked China to immediately
lift the seafood ban but achie-

ved only a vague agreement to
“find ways to resolve the dispute
through meetings and dialogue
in a constructive manner.”

The two sides will convene a
meeting of scientific experts to
discuss the release but there was
no timetable for a possible lifting
of the ban, Kishida said.

Japan’s government has set
up a relief fund to help find new
markets for Japanese seafood,
and the central and local gover-
nments have led campaigns to
encourage Japanese consumers
to eat more fish and support
Fukushima seafood producers.

TEPCO is also providing com-
pensation to the fisheries indus-
try for “reputational damage” to
its products caused by the was-
tewater release, and said it has
mailed application forms to 580
possible compensation seekers.

The wastewater is treated to
remove as much radioactivity as
possible to meet legally releasa-
ble standards and then greatly
diluted with seawater before it
is discharged. TEPCO and the

government say the process is
safe, but some scientists say
the continuing release of water
containing radionuclides from
damaged reactors is unprece-
dented and should be monitored
closely.

Yesterday’s completion of the
release of the third batch of was-
tewater brings the total to 23,400
tons. TEPCO plans a fourth re-
lease by the end of March 2024.
That would only empty about
10 of the approximately 1,000
storage tanks at the Fukushima
plant because of its continued
production of wastewater, thou-
gh officials say the pace of the
discharges will pick up later. The
tanks currently hold more than
1.3 million tons of wastewater,
most of which needs to be retrea-
ted to meet safety standards be-
fore release.

TEPCO and the government
say discharging the water into the
sea is unavoidable because the
tanks need to be removed from the
grounds of the plant so that it can
be decommissioned. MDT/AP
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MIDDLE EAST

Yemen's Houthi rebels
hijack Israeli-linked ship in
the Red Sea, take 25 hostages

ISABEL DEBRE & JON
GAMBRELL, JERUSALEM

EMEN’S Houthi

rebels seized an Is-

raeli-linked cargo

ship in a crucial Red
Sea shipping route yesterday
[Macau time] and took its 25
crew members hostage, offi-
cials said, raising fears that
regional tensions heightened
over the Israel-Hamas war
were playing out on a new
maritime front.

The Iran-backed Houthi
rebels said they hijacked the
ship over its connection to
Israel and would continue
to target ships in internatio-
nal waters that were linked
to or owned by Israelis until
the end of Israel’s campaign
against Gaza’s Hamas rulers.

“All ships belonging to the
Israeli enemy or that deal
with it will become legitima-
te targets,” the Houthis said.

Mohammed Abdul-Salam,
the Houthis’ chief negotiator
and spokesman, later added
in an online statement that
the Israelis only understand
“the language of force.”

“The detention of the Is-
raeli ship is a practical step
that proves the seriousness
of the Yemeni armed forces
in waging the sea battle, re-
gardless of its costs and cos-
ts,” he added. “This is the be-
ginning.”

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's offi-
ce had blamed the Houthis
for the attack on the Baha-
mas-flagged Galaxy Leader, a
vehicle carrier affiliated with
an Israeli billionaire. It said
no Israelis were on board.

The ship’s Japanese opera-
tor, NYK Line, said the vessel
had no cargo at the time of
the hijacking. Its crewmem-
bers are from the Philippines,
Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine
and Mexico, NYK said.

Japan yesterday condem-
ned the hijacking. Chief Ca-
binet Secretary Hirokazu
Matsuno said the Japanese
government was doing its
utmost for an early release
of the crew through nego-
tiations with Houthi rebels,
while also communicating
with Israel and cooperating
with the governments of Sau-
di Arabia, Oman and Iran.

AP PHOTO
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GALAXY LEADER

The Galaxy Leader is seen at the port of Koper, Slovenia in Sept. 2008

The Houthis said they
were treating the crew mem-
bers “in accordance with
their Islamic values,” but did
not elaborate on what that
meant.

Netanyahu’s office con-
demned the seizure as an
“Iranian act of terror.” The
Israeli military called the hi-
jacking a “very grave incident
of global consequence.”

Israeli officials insisted the
ship was British-owned and
Japanese-operated. However,
ownership details in public
shipping databases associa-
ted the ship’s owners with
Ray Car Carriers, founded by
Abraham “Rami” Ungar, who
is known as one of the richest
men in Israel.

Ungar told The Associated
Press he was aware of the in-
cident but couldn’t comment
as he awaited details. A ship
linked to him experienced an
explosion in 2021 in the Gulf
of Oman. Israeli media bla-
med it on Iran at the time.

Authorities confirmed yes-
terday that the captain and
the first mate on the Galaxy
Leader were Bulgarians.

Bulgaria’s top police offi-
cer, Zhivko Kotsev, told re-
porters that they were in tou-
ch with their families. “Nobo-
dy has sought contact with us
up to this moment,” he said.

International shipping of-
ten involves a series of mana-
gement companies, flags and
owners stretching across the
globe in a single vessel.

Two U.S. defense officials

confirmed that Houthi rebels
seized the Galaxy Leader in
the Red Sea on Sunday after-
noon local time. The rebels
descended on the cargo ship
by rappelling from a helicop-
ter, the officials said, confir-
ming details first reported
by NBC News. The officials
spoke on condition of anony-
mity because they were not
authorized to publicly dis-
cuss the matter.

The ship’s seizure resem-
bles others previously con-
ducted by Iran, which has
long armed the Houthis.

Twice in the last month,
U.S. warships have intercep-
ted missiles or drones from
Yemen that were believed to
be headed toward Israel or
posing a threat to American
vessels. The USS Carney, a
Navy destroyer, intercepted
three land attack cruise mis-
siles and several drones that
were launched by Houthi for-
ces toward the northern Red
Sea last month.

On Nov. 15 the USS Tho-
mas Hudner, another des-
troyer, was sailing toward the
Bab-el-Mandeb strait when
the crew saw a drone, re-
ported to have originated in
Yemen. The ship shot down
the drone over the water. The
officials said the crew took
action to ensure the safety
of U.S. personnel, and there
were no casualties or damage

to the ship.
Satellite tracking data
from MarineTraffic.com

analyzed by the AP showed

the Galaxy Leader traveling
in the Red Sea southwest of
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, more
than a day ago. The vessel
had been in Korfez, Turkey,
and was on its way to Pipa-
vay, India, at the time of the
seizure reported by Israel.

It had its Automatic Iden-
tification System tracker, or
AIS, switched off, the data
showed. Ships are supposed
to keep their AIS active for
safety reasons, but crews will
turn them off if it appears
they might be targeted or to
smuggle contraband, which
there was no immediate evi-
dence to suggest was the case
with the Galaxy Leader.

The British military’s Uni-
ted Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations, which provides
warnings to sailors in the
Persian Gulf and the wider
region, put the hijacking as
having occurred some 150
kilometers (90 miles) off the
coast of Yemen’s port city of
Hodeida, near the coast of
Eritrea. It later cited a securi-
ty officer with the ship’s com-
pany saying the vessel had
been taken to Hodeida.

The Red Sea, stretching
from Egypt’s Suez Canal to
the narrow Bab el-Mandeb
Strait separating the Arabian
Peninsula from Africa, re-
mains a key trade route for
global shipping and energy
supplies. That’s why the U.S.
Navy has stationed multiple
ships in the sea since the start
of the Israel-Hamas war on
Oct. 7. MDT/AP
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1985 SUPERPOWERS AIM

FOR "SAFER WORLD'

The Geneva summit has ended in optimism
but with no agreement on the "Star Wars" spa-
ce defence system.

Both United States President Ronald Reagan
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev spoke of
the world being a "safer place” at the end of
their two-day meeting in Switzerland.

The two men broke with convention and met
together without advisers in discussions Pre-
sident Reagan dubbed the "fireside summit".

The negotiations have resulted in the Gene-
va Accord, which commits the two countries
to:

. speeding up arms talks

+  working towards the abolition of chemi-

cal weapons

* anewcommitment to human rights

It is the first time the world's superpowers
have met for six years and both countries have
pledged to convene again in Washington and
Moscow.

A news blackout placed on the proceedings
was finally lifted when the leaders spoke at the
closing ceremony and at separate news con-
ferences afterwards.

Mr Reagan has remained firm in his refusal to
stop research in the "necessary defence" of
the Star Wars programme, despite the Soviet
president saying the door should be "firmly
shut” on weapons in space.

But both leaders were optimistic a new ra-
pport between the old enemies had been rea-
ched.

‘| came to Geneva to seek a fresh startinre-
lations between the United States and the So-
viet Union - and we have done this,"” President
Reagan said.

And Mr Gorbachev told reporters at a news
conference they should move away from con-
frontation.

“I' would be so bold as to state that despite
the fact there is as much weaponry as befo-
re, the world is nevertheless a safer place,” he
said.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

In December 1987 the US and USSR signed
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
treaty - the first ever agreement to reduce
the total number of nuclear arms since their
invention.

It was followed by further accords in 1991,
1993 and 2002, which all reduced the num-
bers of nuclear warheads.

The Strategic Defence Initiative - Star Wars

- was abandoned by President Bill Clinton in
1993 amid allegations test results had been
falsified.

The programme was resurrected by President
George W Bush in 2002 as the Ground-based
Midcourse Defence (GMD) Test Bed.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
ARIES TAURUS "WE'RE SHORT ON CASH FOR VTO PAY FOR GOOD tbF_A,‘ VFINE.,,UNT(L GLABYS FOUND
ﬁ@) J THIS SUMMER, S0 I'VE BEEN A SHORT HOW'S 1T THE STASH AND BLEW ITALL
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20 e 2 GE PAYMENT!
Try to be there for someone if  Stay out of other people’s SE'TTi NG A L‘TTLt' AS\E VACAT \ON' WOK‘ NG ' ON OUR MORTGA v Tc

they need assistance. Try not
to allow superiors or those in a
higher position to take advantage
of you.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Travel and social activity will
bring about interesting talks, not
to mention contacts. You might
have a problem juggling your time.
Underhandedness will affect your
reputation.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Take the time to close deals that
have been up in the air. Consider
a conservative investment that will
stay solid when everything else
goes sour.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

You can make progress if you
deal with the right individuals.
You may have a rather hectic day
due to events that children are
involved in.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Do something that will be
stimulating and creative. They
won’t pay you back and you’ll be
upset. Take time to deal with the
concerns of children.

@ Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Alittle volleyball or other outdoor
sports should be on your agenda.
Work quietly on your own and
you will forge ahead. Use your
creative abilities to come up with
new ideas and directions.

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

CROSSWORDS

affairs. Don’t make unreasonable
promises. You may find yourself
in the limelight for the wrong
reasons.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Listen to the complaints of others.
Make money using your ingenuity
and creative talent. You need time
to make things better. Difficulties
with your mate may lead to
isolation.

CANCER

@ VIRGO

/'! Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Take  advantage  of  the
opportunities that present

themselves. Use discretion in your
dealings and refrain from making
verbal promises of any kind.

SCORPIO

{eY

Y oa.23Nov.21
Take positive action. You will get
along well with your colleagues
today. You can meet new friends

who will let you know just how
valuable you are.

@ CAPRICORN
/ Dec.22-Jan. 19
However, you  should be
concerned about what they

want in return. Your unique
contribution to the organization
will enhance your reputation.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

You could be quite erratic regarding
your personal relationship. Changes
in your home may be alarming at
first. Put your efforts into physical
fitness programs or competitive
sports.

PISCES

FROM MY PAYCHECKS

EACH & % s
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MEDIUM HARD
2 7 5 1
8 1 8
2 5 2
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f 4 3
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WEATHER

Beijing
Changchun
Chengdu
Chongging
Fuzhou
Guangzhou
Guiyang
Haikou
Hangzhou
Harbin
Hefei
Nanjing
Shanghai
Taipei
Wuhan
Hong Hong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York
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MIN MAX CONDITION
1 13 cloudy
-3 7 fine
8 17 overcast
11 19 cloudy
12 24 fine
11 26 fine
7 21 cloudy
19 26 rain
5 20 fine
-7 2 cloudy

23 fine

21 fine

19 fine

18 23 cloudy
7 23 fine
22 26 fine
=9 -6 overcast
2 11 cloudy
5 12 rain
4 11 cloudy
9 9 rain

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- Sensitivity; 5- Christiania, today; 9- Additional; 13- Chemical used on 3
trees; 14- Taboos; 15- Actress Foch; 16- Go it alone; 17- To the left, at sea; 18- Golda S
of Israel; 19- Group of six; 21- ___ canto; 22- Egyptian cobras; 23- Garden pest; 2
25- Pulls in; 27- Rear curtain of a stage; 31- Dared; 35- Auction site; 36- Rat-___; % 999 28939 939/ 2828 3283
38- Conger catcher; 39- And not; 40- Clear; 42- First name in Notre Dame football; 4 .
43-Bring to mind; 46- Gilpin of "Frasier”; 47- Interview-wear; 48- Monger; 50- Hermits; Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ Report 2822 0088
52- The Emerald Isle; 54- Be up and about; 55- Ferrara family; 58- Monetary unit of 3 i
Burma; 60- Llama's cousin; 64- Bridle; 65- Braid; 67- On___ with; 68- Writer Sarah__ g (Open ling) 993 - Report 1000
Jewett; 69- "Casablanca” actor; 70- Team; 71- Underworld river; 72- Cabinet dept.; ’ ..
73- Cheek; g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
o
1- Soviet news service; 2- Burn balm; 3- Ashy substance; 4- Russian g 28573333 28716 081
revolutionary; 5- Alley ___; 6- Stuffed shirt; 7- "Arabesque” actress; 8- Stableman; 9- All N
together; 10- Falsehoods; 11- Short cut?; ) . 5 Customs 28 559 944
: i i o Yesterday’s solution a
12- Hearing organs; 14- Pure; 20- Antiquity, ° .
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66- Like some vbs,; ElRlElY Al N 59 888 88

AD
S prime time to 11

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

Nam Long (Old Taipa)
HKD 10,200/mth 2 beds 1 bath

Va Fat
HKD 3,980,000 2

Hellene Garden
HKD 13,000/mth

bed 1 bath 3 bed 2 bath



AP PHOTO

page 10
ARTS & CULTURE cit ik

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
21.11.2023 tue

ABALONE

A CURIOUS SOUT;
IS A PRIZED DISH
MEANT A TRAIL O]

GERALD IMRAY, HAWSTON

EARLY every house in Haws-
ton has a boat in its yard, so-
metimes two.

It takes a moment to reali-
ze many are out of action, grass
sprouting through holes in hulls
that haven't touched water for
years. They are relics of another
time, when people fished for their
livelihood and the ocean provided
more than enough.

Those languishing boats and
other economic problems in
Hawston are the result of chan-
ges in the market to South African
abalone, a curious fist-sized sea
snail that is a highly prized mor-
sel in East Asia and the unwitting
instigator of 30 years of trouble for
fishing communities along Afri-
ca’s southern coast. Abalone here
was abundant and especially tas-
ty, yet the demand largely put the
village and its traditional fishers
out of business, or made them cri-
minals overnight.

Raphael Fisher was born into
fishing, as justabout everyone was
in Hawston. He grew up diving for
the abalone that South Africans
call perlemoen — or, affectiona-
tely, “perly” — in the rocky coves.
He was learning to work his fa-
ther’s boat in his late teens. Every
boy wanted to be a perly fisher in
Hawston, he said. It was the thing.

But over the last three decades,
poachers have swept in and swept
up every snail they could find —

every sackful a fat payday. They
can get $50 a kilogram. It’s redu-
ced the endangered South African
abalone to unprecedented low le-
vels, wildlife groups say.

At first, the South African go-
vernment banned abalone fishing
completely. Now, strict quotas
give Fisher and other small ope-
rators lucky enough to get them
the rights to catch 120 kilograms a
year. Hardly anything.

“The fishing has all been taken
away,” he said. “It’s totally diffe-
rent now. They took the bread out
of people’s mouths.”

It's why a different poaching —
not for big profits, but to put food
on the table — has also ensnared
so many traditional fishers up and
down this coast. Fisher faced that
temptation.

GANGS AND GOURMETS

A 2022 report by the Global
Initiative Against Transnational
Organized Crime estimated the
illegal trade heading to the hub
of Hong Kong was worth nearly
$1 billion between 2000 and 2016,
and growing.

The total legal abalone fishing
quota in South Africa is set at a
maximum of 100 metric tons a
year. Hong Kong is importing be-
tween 2,000-3,000 metric tons of
illegal South African abalone a
year, the report estimated. Some
is moved on to other big markets
in China, Japan and Taiwan.

Organized crime and turf ba-

ttles over illegal abalone that are
sometimes marked by brutal
gang killings have overwhelmed
South African coastal commu-
nities. Thousands of poor young
men have been drawn in as foot
soldiers.

Hawston and its troubles are
likely unknown in Hong Kong,
where the high-class Forum
restaurant offers cooked South
African abalone at $190 a can for
customers to take away. Abalone
is more than a delicious treat for
millions of Chinese, said Wendy
Chan, managing director at the
Lamma Rainbow, a local seafood
restaurant on Hong Kong’s Lam-
ma Island.

“It carries a symbolic mea-
ning,” Chan said. “After you have
abalone, you will become weal-
thy or it will bring you good luck
in the upcoming year.”

It’s a sign of prestige or some-
thing you would give as a gift.
Chan also rates South African
abalone highly, as so many do,
with its rich taste and slightly
chewy texture.

The International Union for
Conservation of Nature says
nearly half of all abalone shell-
fish species around the world are
threatened with extinction, many
affected by pollution and clima-
te change and part of the larger
story of devastation of marine
wildlife.

Danie Keet, chairman of the
Community Against Abalone

H AFRICAN SEA SNAIL
N ASIA — THAT HAS
- DESTRUCTION

Poaching group, has seen gang-
-related abalone poaching play
out for 15 years in nearby Gans-
baai, another South African coas-
tal town. The poachers arrive in
groups in broad daylight on pi-
ckup trucks and in their wetsuits,
rubber duck boats towed behind
them, he said.

It's highly organized. Divers
prize the abalone off the reefs
and get them to shore in bags.
Runners hide them in the dunes
for others to take to stash houses.
Lookouts watch for police and
can warn the divers, who keep
cellphones with them sealed wa-
tertight in condoms.

They are all the first cogs in a
$60 million-a-year illicit business,
according to the TRAFFIC Wildli-
fe Trade Monitoring Network.

Keet said authorities don't have
the resources to patrol hundreds
of miles of coastline and the poa-
ching has become embedded.

“In the beginning they used to
dive at night a lot. That changed
as they noticed that they can just
get away with it,” Keet said.

The demand has spurred an
alternative to wild abalone — far-
med abalone. HIK Abalone has
a total of around 13 million aba-
lone at any one time at their two
south coast farms.

Abalone as far as the eye can
see — from tiny specks to as big
as your hand — in rows and rows
of open-top tanks. None have felt
the ocean or a rock. Here, they

cruise surprisingly quickly under
black plastic cones they have for
underwater hiding places. They
are bred, fed and set to be killed
at the farm to be shipped, dried
or canned, to Hong Kong, a few
exported live for high-end custo-
mers.

ABALONE FARMS

Farms are tinkering with the
abalone life cycle by selective
breeding to get them to grow to
a size they can be sold and eaten
as fast as possible, said HIK CEO
Bertus van Oordt.

“Our main aim is to get them
bigger, faster,” van Oordt said.

The farms that have sprouted
up have no role in conservation.
Van Oordt said he would like to do
something, but it's unclear what
effect the tank-bred abalone may
have in the wild. Van Oordt said
he is also unwilling to put abalone
in the sea “to create a bigger poa-
ching environment.”

“If the government comes up
with a plan so we can protect
what we put back in, we’ll be in,”
van Oordt said. “We’ll give the
abalone for free.”

Officially, authorities are sti-
cking to fishing quotas for now,
but there are signs of change af-
ter a government-led meeting
of all players early this year, said
Markus Burgener, a senior pro-
gram coordinator at TRAFFIC.
It was “the most positive deve-
lopment I've seen for years and
years,” Burgener said.

The key, Burgener said, must
be involving communities like
Hawston instead of shutting them
out.

Faced with the choice of his life
when abalone fishing was banned
and poaching ramped up, Fisher,
53, found another way. He works
at the HIK farm.

His distrust of the system stems
from the fact his father, a pioneer
of Hawston’s fishing community
for years, was denied a quota, his
livelihood cut off with a swipe of
a pen from someone in an office.

The younger Fishers job at
HIK has enabled him to keep two
small fishing boats going. They
are guarded in his yard by two of
his other prized assets, dogs Zara
and Toby, growling precautions
against the crime born out of the
unemployment and poverty of
Hawston.

Hawstons harbor is broken-
-down, the scarcity of abalone
leaving it far less used. A spray of
graffiti on one of the walls still an-
nounces, “We Love Hawston.”

Fisher does fish his abalone
quota, banding together in a small
consortium with others to sha-
re costs, but it’s a part-time affair
now. With sunglasses perched on
top of a baseball cap, he scans the
sky and the sea as his father mi-
ght have, assessing what weather
is coming and if he can go fishing
this weekend. Not necessarily for
abalone. Just fishing.

“When it’s in you, it’s in you,”
he said. MDT/AP
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FOOTBALL | EURO2424 QUALIFIERS

Belgium's Lukaku scores 4 goals
to set record, Portugal's pertect 10

JOSEPH WILSON

ELGIUM striker Romelu
Lukaku scored four firs-
t-half goals to lead a 5-0
rout of 10-man Azerbai-
jan in their final European Cham-
pionship qualifying game yester-
day [Macau time], and Serbia lo-
cked up its spot at Euro 2024 after
drawing 2-2 with Bulgaria.

Spain’s 3-1 win over Georgia
was overshadowed by Barcelona
midfielder Gavi suffering what
appeared to be a serious injury to
his right knee.

Lukaku leads scoring in the
qualifiers with 14 goals, four more
than Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo
and five ahead of France’s Kylian
Mbappe.

Lukaku’s haul is a record for a
European Championship quali-
fying campaign, beating the pre-
vious mark of 13 goals held by
Poland’s Robert Lewandowski (in
Euro 2016 qualifying) and Nor-
thern Ireland’s David Healy (in
Euro 2008 qualifying).

The Roma striker took all four

AP PHOTO

a

of his goals between the 17th and
37th minutes in an awesome dis-
play of clinical finishing.

“It was an outstanding perfor-
mance by Romelu,” Belgium coa-
ch Domenico Tedesco said. “He
scored with every shot. You can't
do better.”

Following Lukaku’s opener
to make it 1-0, Azerbajian went
down to 10 players in the 24th af-
ter Eddy Pascual got his second

yellow card.

Belgium had already qualified
along with Austria from Group F
before the game in Brussels, but
the victory meant it finished in
first place with 20 points from ei-
ght games, one point more than
Austria. Sweden beat Estonia 2-0
and ended up third in the group.

Lukaku, who was also celebra-
ting his son’s birthday, said that
his team was poised to “go far” in

Germany.

Lukaku started qualifying by
scoring a hat trick against Sweden
in March. The 30-year-old striker
only failed to score in one of the
eight qualifying games. Azerbai-
jan frustrated him in September
in a 1-0 win for Belgium.

He has also scored nine goals in
14 games for Roma since he was
loaned to the Italian club from
Chelsea in the offseason.

GAVI HURT

Ferran Torres scored one goal
after setting up Robin Le Nor-
mand’s opener in Spain’s win to
finish atop Group A.

Gavi was in tears when he
limped off the field in the 24th
minute in Valladolid.

Gavi’s goal for Spain in a 1-0
win at Norway in October had
already secured spots for both
Spain and Scotland at next
year’s tournament in Germany.

The 19-year-old Barcelona
player took a hard hit to the side
of his right knee when he and
a Georgia player collided a few
minutes before he had to come
off. He kept playing and appea-
red to hurt the same leg while
trying to control a ball. After
that he immediately signaled to
the team that he could not con-
tinue.

Scotland was second with
17 points after it drew 3-3 with
Norway in a Glasgow thriller.

PERFECT 10

Bruno Ferndndes and Ricar-
do Horta scored in Portugal’s
2-0 win over Iceland in Lisbon
to make it a clean sweep of 10
wins in as many qualifiers for
Roberto Martinez’s team.

Slovakia beat Bosnia and
Herzegovina 2-1 also in Group
J, and Luxembourg beat Liech-
tenstein 1-0.

Portugal and Slovakia had al-
ready qualified. MDT/AP
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QOPINION _

The Conversation

Aimee Pugh Bernard,
University of Colorado

IMMUNE HEALTH IS ALL
ABOUT BALANCE

For immune health, some influencers seem to think
the Goldilocks philosophy of “just right” is overra-
ted. Why settle for less immunity when you can have
more? Many social media posts push supplements
and other life hacks that “boost your immune system”
to keep you healthy and fend off illness.

However, these claims are not based on science and
what is known about immune function. Healthy im-
mune systems don't need to be “boosted.” Instead,
the immune system works best when it is perfectly
balanced.

Your immune system requires a delicate balance to
operate properly. When it’s out of balance, your im-
mune system itself can cause disease.

The immune system is the mobile defense system of
your body. It is a complex network of cells and organs
that work together to protect your body from infec-
tion and disease. Your immune cells are continually
on patrol, traveling throughout your body looking for
infectious invaders and damage.

New immune cells are created in your bone marrow.
Certain immune cells — called B and T cells — are the
special forces of the immune system, playing an im-
portant role in the elimination of infectious invaders.
Because of this role, these cells undergo arigorous boot
camp during their development to ensure they will not
discharge friendly fire on healthy cells in the body.

Any B cell or T cell exhibiting activity against the self
- or autoreactivity — is killed during training. Millions
of newly created B and T cells are killed every day be-
cause they fail this training process. If these self-reac-
tive cells escape destruction, they could turn against
the body and carry out an inappropriate autoimmune
attack.

My research investigates how B cells are able to slip
past the checkpoints the immune system has in place
to guard against autoreactivity. These tolerance che-
ckpoints ensure that autoreactive immune cells are
either purged from the body or held in permanent
lockdown and unable to engage in inappropriate res-
ponses that would target healthy tissue.

You've likely seen advertisements for dietary su-
pplements that promise to “boost immune function.”
While this may sound appealing, it is important to
keep in mind that the immune system functions best
when perfectly balanced.

If the immune system is like a thermostat, turning it
up too high results in overactivation and uncontrolled
inflammation, while turning it down too low results in
a failure to respond to infection and disease.

Because sustaining immune balance is critical,
tinkering with the immune system through the use
of supplements is not a good idea unless you have a
clinical deficiency in certain vital nutrients.

Eating a well-balanced diet, exercising regularly, re-
ducing stress and getting decent sleep, on the other
hand, can help your body maintain a functioning
and healthy immune system. Although these lifestyle
behaviors are not foolproof, they contribute to overall
good health and ultimately to a more healthy immune
system.

In reality, vaccines are the only safe and effective tool
beyond healthy lifestyle behaviors to support your
immune system. Vaccines contain harmless forms of
pathogens that help to train your immune cells to re-
cognize and fight them. When you come into contact
with the real and harmful version of the pathogen out
in the wild —whether it’s at a grocery store, social event
or school - at a later date, these fully trained immu-
ne memory cells will immediately begin to fight and
destroy the pathogen, sometimes so quickly that you
don't even realize you've been infected.

In a world where people are continually bombarded
by the marketing mantra that more is better, rest assu-
red that when it comes to the immune system, main-
taining perfect balance is just right.

[Abridged]

THE

BUZZ

Heavy fighting erupted around a hospital in northern Gaza where
thousands of patients and displaced people have been sheltering for
weeks, as Israel pressed an offensive it says is aimed at eradicating Ha-
mas and uprooting their militant infrastructure.

A shell struck the second floor of the Indonesian Hospital, killing at
least 12 people, according to the Health Ministry in Hamas-ruled Gaza
and a medical worker inside the facility. There was no immediate com-

ment from the Israeli military.

The advance came a day after the World Health Organization evacua-
ted 31 premature babies from Shifa Hospital. Atleast 28 were transported

to Egypt yesterday. More than 250 critically ill or wounded patients re-
main stranded at the compound, which Israeli forces stormed days ago.
The plight of Gaza’s hospitals is at the focus of a battle of narratives over
the waps brutal toll on Palestinian civilians, thousands of whom have
been killed or buried in rubble since the conflict was sparked by Ha-
mas Oct. 7 rampage into southern Israel.
Israel says Hamas uses civilians as human shields and operated a major
command hub inside and beneath Shifa, while critics say Israel’s siege
and relentless aerial bombardment amount to collective punishment of

the territory’s 2.3 million Palestinians.
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Sam Altman participates in a discussion during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) CEO
Summit, last week

OPENAIS NEW CEO

SAYS HES LAUNCHING
INVESTIGATION INTO
ALTMAN'S FIRING

COURTNEY BONNELL,
LONDON

HE new head of Chat-

GPT maker OpenAl said
yesterday that he would lau-
nch an investigation into
the firing of co-founder Sam
Altman and work to reform
the company’s manage-
ment following a corporate
shakeup that shocked the
artificial intelligence world.

The developments come
after a weekend of drama
and speculation about how
the power dynamics would
shake out at OpenAl, whose
chatbot kicked off the gene-
rative Al craze by producing
human-like text, images, vi-
deo and music.

It ended with former Twi-
tch leader Emmett Shear
taking over as OpenAl’s in-
terim chief executive and
Microsoft announcing it
was hiring Altman and Ope-
nAl co-founder and former
President Greg Brockman to
lead a new advanced Al re-
search team.

Despite the rift between
the key players behind Cha-
tGPT and the company they
helped build, both Shear
and Microsoft Chairman
and CEO Satya Nadella
tweeted that they are com-
mitted to their partnership.

Microsoft invested
billions of dollars in the
startup and helped provi-
de the computing power
to run its Al systems. Na-

della wrote on X, formerly
known as Twitter, that he
was “extremely excited” to
bring on the former execu-
tives of OpenAl and looked
“forward to getting to know”
Shear and the rest of the ma-
nagement team.

In reply on X, Altman said
“the mission continues,”
while Brockman posted,
“We are going to build so-
mething new & it will be in-
credible.”

OpenAl said Friday that
Altman was pushed out af-
ter a review found he was
“not consistently candid in
his communications” with
the board of directors, whi-
ch had lost confidence in his
ability to lead the company.

In a post yesterday on X,
Shear said he would hire an
independent  investigator
to look into what led up to
Altman’s ouster and write a
report within 30 days.

“It’s clear that the process
and communications arou-
nd Sam’s removal has been
handled very badly, which
has seriously damaged our
trust,” wrote Shear, who co-
-founded Twitch, an Ama-

zon-owned livestreaming
service popular with video
gamers.

He said he also plans in
the next month to “reform
the management and lea-
dership team in light of
recent departures into an
effective force” and speak
with employees, investors

and customers.

After that, Shear said he
would “drive changes in
the organization,” inclu-
ding “significant governan-
ce changes if necessary”
He noted that the reason
behind the board removing
Altman was not a “specific
disagreement on safety.”

OpenAl last week decli-
ned to answer questions on
what Altman’s alleged lack
of candor was about. Its
statement said his behavior
was hindering the board’s
ability to exercise its respon-
sibilities.

An OpenAl spokeswo-
man didnt immediately
reply to an email yesterday
seeking comment. A Mi-
crosoft representative said
the company would not
be commenting beyond its
CEO’s statement.

After Altman was pushed
out Friday, he stirred spe-
culation that he might be
coming back into the fold in
a series of tweets. He posted
a photo of himself with an
OpenAl guest pass on Sun-
day, saying this is “first and
last time i ever wear one of
these.”

Hours earlier, he tweeted,
“i love the openai team so
much,” which drew heart
replies from Brockman, who
quit after Altman was fired,
and Mira Murati, OpenAl’s
chief technology officer who
was initially named as inte-
rim CEO. MDT/AP
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USA A federal appeals
court is hearing
arguments today [Macau
time] on whether

to reinstate a gag order
against Donald Trump in
the federal case charging
him with plotting

to overturn the results

of the 2020 presidential
election. Prosecutors
with special counsel Jack
Smith's team will urge

a three-judge panel of
the Washington-based
appeals court to put
back in place an order
barring the former
president from making
inflammatory statements
about lawyers in the case
and potential witnesses.
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USA Former first lad
Rosalynn Carter, the
closest adviser to Jimmy
Carter during his one
termas U.S. president
and their four decades
thereafter as global
humanitarians, has died at
the age of 96. The Carter
Center said she died
Sunday (yesterday, Macau
time) after living with
dementia and suffering
many months of declining
health. The statement
said she "died peacefully,
with family by her side”

at 2:10 p.m. at her rural
Georgia home of Plains.

France Holding olive
branches and white
banners, French
performers from
different religious and
ethnic backgrounds led
thousands of people

on asilent march
through central Paris on
Sunday to call for peace
between Israelis and
Palestinians and unity in
France. The crowd, which
included actors Isabelle
Adjani and Emmanuelle
Beart as well as singers
and other cultural figures,
marched from the Arab
World Institute toward
the Museum of Art and
History of Judaism,
located across the Seine
River.



