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Thailand'’s Cabinet

this week approved an
amendment to its civil
code to allow same-

sex marriage, with an
expectation for the

draft to be submitted to
Parliament next month.
Karom Polpornklang,
agovernment
spokesperson, said the
amendment to the Civil
and Commercial Code wiill
change the words "men
and women" and "husband
and wife" to "individuals”
and "marriage partners” for
same-sex couples to be
able to receive the same
rights that heterosexual
couples receive.

Germany Hundreds of
police officers searched
the properties of Hamas
members and followers
in Germany yesterday
following a formal ban on
any activity by orin support
of the militant group. The
German government
implemented the ban

on Nov. 2 and dissolved
Samidoun, a group that
was behind a celebration
in Berlin of Hamas' Oct. 7
attack onlIsrael.

Finnish border guards and
soldiers began erecting
barriers including concrete
obstacles topped with
barbed-wire at some
crossing points on the
Nordic country's lengthy
border with Russia to
better control an influx
of migrants, officials said.
Finland said it will close
three more crossing
points, leaving only one
Arctic point open for
migrants seeking asylum.
Some 600 migrants
without proper visas and
documentation, mostly
from the Middle East

and Africa, have arrived
in Finland this month.

More on backpage
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& MARCO MULLER

FILM VETERAN

Macau to serve as a 'switch’ |

LYNZY VALLES

TERAN film festival

curator and director,

Marco Miiller, is set to

launch a new festival

in Macau in January, aiming to

connect filmmakers and pro-

ducers from Europe, Asia and
Macau.

The Asia-Europe Internatio-
nal Youth Film Festival will pro-
vide opportunities for young,
emerging filmmakers to engage
with the production and sales
industries behind arthouse ci-
nema in Europe and various
parts of Asia.

Scheduled from Jan. 5 to Jan.
11, Miiller regards the festival
in Macau as an open door for
fostering exchanges within the
city’s thriving film industry. In
an exclusive interview with the
Times, the film veteran descri-
bed the festival’s aim to be an
“international switch” for di-
fferent regions to collaborate
on producing and promoting
film productions by young fil-
mmakers.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) -
Welcome back to Macau! It
has been few years since Ma-
cau has hosted a large-scale
film festival. Could you tell
us how you came up with this
idea?

Marco Miiller (MM) - I really
could not afford to lose touch
with what is happening in ter-
ms of new filmmakers becau-
se that is quite exciting about
Macau. There is a fresh wave
of new filmmakers who are re-
connected with China and very
often they support each other.

I have a long history with
Macau. The first time I came
to Macau to discuss the possi-
bility of creating a large-scale
international event was back
in 1994. The Portuguese gover-
nor had invited the then former
director of the film institute to
bring a small team to Macau to
organize a festival. In that sen-
se, it has been an ongoing pro-
ject, and that is why I devised
another project for Macau.

MDT - What is the directive
for this project?

MM - We have a new idea of
creating a film festival centered
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on young cinema, focusing so-
lely on Asia and Europe.

It made alot of sense to avoid
creating another huge global
event, and instead to do some
serious groundwork to create
a festival of emerging cinema.
In Macau, there are still a lot
of new filmmakers. No mat-
ter which angle you look from,
Macau continues to be a cos-
mopolitan place. I think Macau
has really confirmed its place
as a unique platform for inter-
national exchanges. That was
the idea for me — even back in
1994 — that Macau is a very spe-
cial, hospitable environment
and boasts a tradition of brid-
ging different cultures between
China, Asia and Europe. That
is why we decided to focus on
Chinese, Asian, and European
filmmakers.

MDT - What can we expect
from the festival’s inaugura-
tion?

MM - We are planning a so-
-called ‘edition zero’ as a pi-
lot phase to understand what
it means to bring some of the
top contemporary filmmakers
to Macau. We have to unders-
tand how big the audience will
be. We very much cherish the
young Macau audience, but we
should also gauge whether the-
re will be interest from viewers
from Hong Kong and mainland
China. The festival will be really
exciting if filmmakers can feel
the pulse of young viewers.

MDT - You are a film veteran
and a prestigious film direc-
tor. How will you differentiate
this festival from the many
festivals you have previously
directed?

MM - The main insight I have
gained from 40 years of expe-
rience is that every period in
film production and creation
is unique. I aspire to create so-
mething that can act as a tool
to understand what is evolving
and changing in film. That is
why we have to focus on young
and emerging directors.

MDT - What is your take on
the city’s local talent in young
and emerging directors?

MM - Short film showca-
ses reveal that most short fil-

es
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mmakers have yet to graduate,
so I think this has proven that
there are multiple generations
of new Macau filmmakers.
There are probably at least two
generations of new Macau fil-
mmakers and that is a very good
sign. Because most of them are
working not only in the Macau
industry, which is very small,
but they also have very strong
connections with the Hong
Kong and mainland film indus-
tries.

Again, that shows me that
Macau is an essential piece in
connecting the different parts
of Greater China cinema.

MDT - With the integration
and expansion of the GBA, and
borders being fully opened,
what lies ahead for the local
sector?

MM - Macau’s local film in-
dustry cannot be compared to
the solidity of the Hong Kong
film industry, even in terms of
the different production cen-
ters. Guangzhou, Canton, is
again another big attraction
center for film production and
industry. Macau needs to beco-
me the switch so all these parts
can tap into the market. Even
in the GBA project — a place like
Macau is needed. Guangzhou
and Canton will always stay in
their own individual markets.
However, Macau, historically,
has had cinema for several de-
cades but is now at an exciting
phase that started six or seven

DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla Zandonai

years ago because young main-
land filmmakers have begun
working for television and star-
ted making short films and do-
cumentaries.

It is a place where you can
foster film culture, but does that
mean there is a local audien-
ce for a festival? We have yet to
determine the local audience’s
appetite and that is why we
need a zero edition.

MDT - So the purpose of this is
to understand the market?
MM - The market angle is a
completely different story. In a
sense, that was always my in-
tention from the beginning.
That Macau should really be the
meeting place where industry
from Greater China can meet
with the industry from non-Chi-
nese regions. In that respect, it
is very important to focus on
China-Asia and Europe and to
be able to foster that connec-
tion. Not much has happened
in recent years in terms of pro-
duction. I think through Macau,
you can really create a new pla-
tform for continuous exchange.

MDT - The government has
also been committed to boos-
ting non-gaming elements and
economic diversification. With
Macau being able to allocate
a good amount of resources,
do these provide enough ad-
vantages to meet the festival’s
objectives?

MM - The resources are im-

n bridging

portant to make sure that we
can invite key players in the
Asian and European market to
come to Macau each year and
meet with their Chinese coun-
terparts. This is something that
cannot happen at the Shanghai
or Beijing film festival.

The main reason for that is
simply that they are huge even-
ts. Shanghai shows almost 400
films, and Beijing shows over
200 films. When you have a
more focused environment, as
is the case here, you can capi-
talize on a concentrated envi-
ronment where people will not
be distracted by many events
happening concurrently.

I really think that the birth of
the new festival in Macau and
the birth of an international
festival will also mean that this
can become a permanent series
of events, with workshops and
exchanges fostered with China,
Asia, and Europe.

MDT - There was a long pause
in having film festival, attribu-
ted to the pandemic. Do you
foresee a significant comeback
for film festivals? I know the
festival is intended to test the
waters, but do you think it is
possible to boost the interest
of the market when the festival
commences?

MM - It can be abalancingact.
We need to continue walking the
thin line between industry and
art, commerce and pure crea-
tion. In that sense, we have to
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filmmakers from Europe and Asia

respect the fact that there will be
an interest from the Asian and
European film industry.

We are not just focusing on fil-
ms, but we are also trying to bring
about quality commercial cinema.

MDT - How has the direction
of young and emerging fil-
mmakers evolved?

MM - When I started watching
the first batch of films from Ma-
cau filmmakers, I was surpri-
sed by the diversity. In a way,
that reflects the diversity of film
creation by young Chinese fil-
mmakers in all territories. They
are not just going in one direc-
tion. They are exploring different
directions. I know it's a para-
doxical statement, but they are
moving forward in a 360-degree
way. Some of them are going in
a very precise arthouse direction
but others are trying to reinvent
their work. The current cinema
cannot be compared to cinema
pre-pandemic period, because it

has to be more exciting and has
to compete with original works.

In the post-pandemic era, all
Chinese territories will soon be-
come the largest global market
in terms of box office produc-
tions.

MDT -Tell us more details about
the festival.

MM - We are thinking of two
different parts: on one hand we
need high visibility. We have al-
ready invited nearly 20 top con-
temporary filmmakers to Macau.
Nobody says no when Macau is
the destination.

MDT -Why do you think so?

MM - They still consider Ma-
cau to be an exotic place. They
know China, but Macau is not
100% China. If the festival is suc-
cessful, we will have to think of
how to cater to the new people
once they’ve done the trip to Ma-
cau. We have invited filmmakers
to deliver masterclasses and bring

forth new ideas on filmmaking.
That is the best basis for conti-
nuous exchange with the young
viewers.

MDT - Can you give us some
names of people who will be in
attendance?

MM - One person who defi-
nitely wants to come is Japanese
film director and screenwriter
Ryusuke Hamaguchi. The second
person is an old friend, Luca
Guadagnino, director of Call Me
By Your Name. They are huge na-
mes in the Chinese language ter-
ritories and are regarded as icons
in contemporary cinema. The
fact that they have accepted in-
vitations to deliver masterclasses
and meet with young filmmakers
is a very strong starting point.

MDT - So the idea is that this
‘zero edition’ can enhance Ma-
cau’s base as a cultural platform?
MM - We are enhancing Ma-
cau’s role as an international swi-

tch, surpassing the idea of merely
being a platform. That is why even
in the GBA, while all the other par-
ts are larger than Macau, their con-
nections are facilitated by Macau.

MDT - How confident are
you about Macau’s young fil-
mmakers?

MM - A perfect example is the
Macau director who recently won
Best New Director nomination at
Golden Horse Awards in Taipei.
This confirms our belief in nurtu-
ring new directors.

MDT - Are we talking about be-
tting big?

MM - Yes. That really falls wi-
thin the tradition of Macau.

MDT - Tell us how the buyer-
-meet-filmmakers interaction
work?

MM - We want to understand if
it is possible for companies from
China, Asia and Europe to meet
with mainland China buyers in

Macau. It is important that we of-
fer them a very special, focused
environment so Chinese buyers
can purchase the new films. The
‘work in progress lab’ is something
that I devised to allow potential
partners and agents to evaluate
the unfinished film, a rough cut,
or at least some edited scenes.
They can then decide if they want
to invest in the film or present the
film. That is a key element in the
internationalization of Chinese
cinema. We are inviting directors
and delegates of all important film
festivals in Europe and Asia to ob-
serve these future avenues, inclu-
ding works of the new generation
of Chinese filmmakers.

MDT - So this festival opens
doors?
MM - Absolutely.

MDT -What is your perspective
on the current landscape of the
film industry in Macau?

MM - What is really important
is that young filmmakers have
learned to work with Hong Kong
and the mainland industry, and
have become their own embryo-
nic film industry.

It is important to create an in-
ternational event that will also
feature industry players, as local
producers need investors from
outside Macau.
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ADANI GROUP TO
BID FOR DUTY-FREE
SHOPS AT MACAU
INT’'L AIRPORT

Indian airport major Adani
Group has set up a company in
Macau with the intention to bid
to operate duty free shops at
the SAR's international airport.
As reported by The Times

of India, in a BSE filing, Adani
Enterprises said its subsidiary
Mumbai Travel Retail Pvt Ltd
(MTRPL) "has completed

the incorporation process of
its wholly-owned subsidiary,
namely 'MTRPL Macau Ltd,’

in Macau on November 20,
2023," with an authorised
share capital of MOP25,000.
The purpose of this company
is to bid for the tender of duty-
free liquor and tobacco shops
at Macau International Airport.

HK’S TRANSPORT
OFFICE ANNOUNCES
EXTENSION OF HZMB
QUOTA SCHEME

The Transport Department
(TD) announced yesterday
that the Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macau governments
will extend the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)
Greater Bay Area (GBA)
Quota Scheme (Trial Phase).
Eligible quota holders of Hong
Kong cross-boundary private
cars will receive invitation
letters from the TD from

late November to submit
applications from December
1 this year. Under the Trial
Phase, eligible Hong Kong
cross-boundary private cars
must have been allocated
under the regular quota for
travelling between the SARs
via the HZMB, and one of the
land crossings for travelling
between Hong Kong and
Guangdong. Some 400 Hong
Kong cross-boundary private
cars will stand to benefit from
the Trial Phase.

RETAIL REVENUES
HIT MOP20B IN Q3

The value of retail sales surged
by 80.1% year-on-year to
MOP20.19 billion in the third
quarter of 2023, according

to data from the Statistics

and Census Service (DSEC).
The sales value of Chinese
Food Products soared by
439.9% year-on-year, and
notable increases were also
recorded in the sales values

of Leather Goods (+148.1%),
Department Stores (+123.5%),
Adults' Clothing (+119.6%) and
Watches, Clocks & Jewellery
(+115.4%). By contrast, the
sales value of Supermarkets
decreased by 11.3%. The
value of retail sales in the third
quarter of 2023 dipped by
5.9% when compared with

the revised figure (MOP21.45
billion) of the previous quarter.

ANTHONY LAM

ggested there are political assembly elections ... Pro-
MARKS DECADE (opicson which the FULand  bably. these i arees.. We
China did not agree. believe they have an impact

WITH GREEN FORUM

MACAU EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EU OFFICE HEAD
APPOINTED TO SARS
SAYS POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENT NOT SO
COMMON GROUND'
WITH CHINA

ANTHONY LAM

HOMAS Gnocchi, head
of office, EU Office to
Hong Kong and Macau, su-

On the sidelines of a bu-
siness event, Gnocchi was
asked, after the resumption
of normality, how Macau is
represented in overall EU-

did not agree upon.

“We have spoken to the
Macau authorities on areas
such as the National Se-
curity Law and legislative

on ‘One country, two sys-
tems’,” Gnocchi said.
When asked about how

Macau can attract talented

ANTHONY LAM ce and the chamber EU had reduced carbon : : individuals to develop its
for “bringing together emissions by 25% since -China relations. economy, the EU official ad-
HE Macau European stakeholders from va- 1990, while the economy He stated that EU and  mitted that talented people

Chamber of Com-
merce celebrated its first
decade of establishment
with The Green Way Ma-
cao forum yesterday.

The Green Way forum
is an initiative to discuss
eco-friendly  solutions
and has been held twice
in Hong Kong. This event
is the first time it has been
held in Macau.

Secretary for Economy

rious sectors to the event,
offering valuable oppor-
tunities to enjoy the rich
dialogue and contribute
in this Green Way con-
text.”

He then reiterated
that Macau is working
towards economic di-
versification through the
strategy of “1+4,” which
identifies the four auxi-
liary sectors that are su-

had grown by 60%. “De-
carbonization  doesn't
have to come at the ex-
pense of economic grow-
th,” he concluded.

The next EU target is
to cut net emissions by
55% by 2030 and to be-
come the world’s first car-
bon-neutral continent by
2050. Gnocchi described
the target as ambitious.

Leong presented his

and Finance Lei Wai pported by the main pi- proposal for a series of
Nong and Ambassador llar of tourism. targets starting with the
Thomas Gnocchi, head of Meanwhile, Gnocchi letter A. He said that the

office, EU Office to Hong
Kong and Macau were of-
ficiating guests. In addi-
tion, Lionel Leong, Cou-
ncil of Advisors member
at Boao Forum for Asia,
gave a keynote speech.

In his speech, Lei,
thanked the EU Offi-

pointed out that to achie-
ve sustainability and a
green economy, govern-
ments, businesses, aca-
demics and civil society
should work together to
discuss solutions and
take action.

He also stated that the

world should seek alter-
natives and foster ac-
countability to gain awa-
reness while adding value
that provides affordabi-
lity; all as a call to action
targeting an agenda with
all effort under an “armis-
tice.”

ANTHONY LAM

China have a lot of shared
interests, providing sustai-
nability and environmen-
tal protection as examples.
Green topics, sustainability
and climate change are topi-
cs that will be discussed not
only with mainland China,
but also with Macau.
Gnocchi was then asked
about topics that both sides

are needed in many areas
in Macau. His suggestion is
that Macau should consider
how it can make itself attrac-
tive to European interests.
“Although many Euro-
pean companies possess
the know-how, they must
be able to bring in experts
[if they choose to expand to
Macau],” Gnocchi added.

ONE SHOT NEWS

o
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Zi AVENIDA DE ARTUIR |
A peculiar Traffic Police officer caught the attention of passersby yesterday, with photos and videos of the cute cartoon-like officer flooding social media platforms.
According to the Public Security Police Force (PSP), the ‘cute traffic police officer’ walking through the city was shooting a new campaign aiming to call attention to
road traffic and safety as well as appropriate crossing locations.

The promotional materials, soon to be fully released, are designed to address an increasing number of tourists taking photographs of the streets for their social
media pages. This trend has led to some unfortunate accidents, prompting the PSP to closely monitor certain locations and issue fines to offenders.
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HK air-con contractors
jailed for bribing Macau
otel executive

ANTHONY LAM

'WO former air-con-

ditioning mainte-

nance contractors

in Hong Kong have
been sentenced to prison af-
ter being found guilty of bri-
bing an executive at a Macau
hotel.

The news was announced
by the Hong Kong Indepen-
dent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC) in a state-
ment earlier this week.

According to ICAC repor-
ts, the bribes amounted to
over HKD1 million, while the
intended service contract
was valued at about HKD34
million.

Woo Tak-hoi, 56, the then
director of Wai Luen Air-con-
ditioning Limited, received

a two-year prison sentence
after being convicted of two
counts of conspiracy to offer
advantages to an agent.

Li Kin-wang, 60, previou-
sly the senior sales manager
of Oh Luen Air Conditioning
Equipment Limited, recei-
ved a jail term of one and a

half years. He pleaded guilty
to the two bribery charges
along with three other coun-
ts of offering advantages to
an agent.

Since 2013, Oh Luen had
been an approved supplier
of resort operator Wynn
Resorts (Macau) S.A. The

rector of Wynn in 2014. The
then director solicited bri-
bes from Li in exchange for
opportunities for Oh Luen
to submit quotations or ten-
ders to Wynn for air-condi-
tioning system maintenance
services. Both Woo and Li
agreed to provide kickba-
cks to the director to secu-
re more businesses for Oh
Luen.

Between June @ 2014
and July 2015, Li offered
three bribes totaling over
HKD450,000 to the director
via cheque or bank transfer
in Hong Kong. During the
period, business between Oh
Luen and Wynn increased.

Between November 2016
and January 2017, Woo and
Li conspired in Hong Kong
to pay two bribes totaling
HKD560,000 to the director.

ICAC enquiries revealed
that between 2014 and 2017,
Wynn had awarded nume-
rous air-conditioning main-

tenance contracts worth
around HKD$34 million in
total to Oh Luen.

The ICAC expressed gra-
titude to the local Commis-
sion Against Corruption for
its assistance during their
investigations.

NO COMPENSATION
FOR 3 YEARS
WITHOUT CASH
INJECTION INTO
PROVIDENT FUND

ECRETARY for Economy and Finance, Lei

'Wai Nong, confirmed at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) that the absence of funds injected
into eligible residents’ Provident Fund accoun-
ts over the past three years will not be compen-
sated.

Lei reiterated that under law, the govern-
ment can only utilize surplus funds to distri-
bute MOP7,000 to each permanent resident,
clarifying that this distribution is not a manda-
tory annual payout. As such, there is no basis to
compensate for the shortfall, as the government
has fulfilled its obligations under the law and is
not authorized to make a special distribution
without a law that supports the measure.

The Secretary remarked that during the
three-year period, the government provided
special support to the population. Such su-
pport measures were of a much higher value
than the funds usually injected into the Fund
accounts.

Responding to calls for more support and
benefits, Lei previously stated that the gover-
nment has already allocated approximately
30% of the 2024 annual budget to benefits, tax
exemptions, and other welfare measures. RM
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One Destination, Unlimited Experiences

Winter Wonderland:

Indulge in Exquisite Feasts and Unforgettable Celebrations!
Step into a world of enchantment as Galaxy Macau™ unveils a winter wonderland of flavors and festivities.
Join us on a captivating culinary journey like no other, where you'll create unforgettable memories amidst
the magic of the holiday season. Immerse yourself in a symphony of exquisite feasts and embrace the
joyous spirit of Christmas at Galaxy Macau.

Prepare to be swept off your feet as Galaxy Macau
presents a lineup of monumental dishes that defy
expectations. Enter the world of Terrazza Italian
Hestaurant and witness the awe-inspiring Giant
Parma Pizza, stretching a mind-bogaling in 1 meter
long. Café de Paris Monte-Carlo, presents the
indulgent Jumbo Lobster Thermidor set menu,
featuring a 1.5kg US lohster that promises to delight

seafood enthusiasts. At The Macallan Whisky Bar &
Lounge, indulge in the larger-than-life Aomon Mule,
a 1-liter giant cocktail infused with the essence
of celebration. Brace yourself for a whirlwind

of flavors that will keave you craving for more.

Experience Festive Delights
8 ¥ Otto & Mezzo BOMBANA, Andaz Kitchen,
Café de Paris Monte-Carlo, CHA BEI, Nagomi,
Passion. by Gérard Dubols, Putien, Raffles
Lounge & Temace, Safforn, Terazza Walian
Restaurant, The Apron Oyster Bar & Grill and
Yamazato are ready to impress with their

Redeem a Limited
Edition Mr. Santa Figure

Savor the delectable delights of Galaxy Macau and capture a piece of
extraordinary magic with Galaxy Macau limited-edition Mr. Santa Figure. This
collector's item, exclusively crafted for our esteemed guests, is a memorable
and unique masterpiece. Simply spend $1,800 or above at any of our 7

selected restaurants and embrace the privilege of claiming this priceless
treasure. Seize this extraordinary opportunity while it lasts!

culinary offerings this festive season. Immerse

yourself in the exceptional dinfng experiences
at Galaxy Macau, where tantalizing festive
menus and delightful afternoon tea sets await,
Reserve your table now +853 8883 2221 and
embark on a gastronomic journey filled with
festive flavors and unforgettable moments.
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RENATO MARQUES

HE Secretary for Eco-

nomy and Finance, Lei Wai
Nong, said earlier at the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL) that the
local gaming industry is pro-
jected to conclude 2023 with
gross gaming revenue (GGR)
totaling MOP202 billion.

He predicted a further in-
crease to MOP216 billion next
year based on government
studies, and stated that the
government hopes for all in-
volved to “do their share of
work so that this goal can be
reached.”

Based on these positive fo-
recasts, the Secretary said that
the government could resume
measures that directly benefit
the population such as reins-
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GOV'T FORECASTS GAMING REVENUE
TO REACH MOP202B THIS YEAR

tating the annual injection of
MOP7,000 into the permanent
residents’ Provident Fund ac-
counts. He additionally anti-
cipated a return to growth in
Financial Reserve accounts,
which were used to sustain the
economy over the pandemic.
Responding to lawmakers’
queries on gaming operators
fulfilling their contracts, Lei
assured that, “All operators
are meeting their duties wi-
thout major issues. Any time

an issue arises, the operators
swiftly resolve the problem so
contract terms are met.”
Addressing concerns about
an alleged workers’ black-
list among the concessionai-
res that would preclude the
employment by other con-
cessionaires of workers who
had previously had problems
while working for one of the
concessionaires, Lei remarked
that such a list “is impossible
exist” as there is no legal pro-

GOV'T RENTAL EXPENDITURE DECREASES

ECRETARY for Economy and Finance, Lei

Wai Nong confirmed at the AL that govern-
ment has been reducing spending on renting
private spaces and venues to host public ser-
vices.

In response to an inquiry from lawmaker
Lei Chan U, the Secretary disclosed that an-
nual spending on rent has decreased from
the previous MOP70 million to the current
MOP54 million.

Still, the Secretary noted that there is still

OBITUARY

alot of work to do as most of the government
departments and services due to vacate pri-
vate buildings have yet to do so as the public
facilities that will host them are not yet com-
plete.

He also acknowledged that while some of
the MOP16 million in savings comes from
moving services into publicly owned spaces,
the majority comes from successful renego-
tiation of rental fees with landlords, particu-
larly during the pandemic period.

AD

vision allowing the operation
of a blacklist.

The Secretary referred to a
previous investigation by the
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL),
but the investigation conclu-
ded that some workers had
been rejected by certain casi-
nos due to failing backgrou-
nd checks, although Lei did
not elaborate on the nature of
such checks.

José Pereira Coutinho, who
initially raised the topic, has

RENATO MARQUES

said that concessionaires are
making use of warning letters
and other tools to apply pres-
sure on employees who voice
discontentment with some of
the policies and practices of
the companies, which infrin-
ge upon these workers’ rights.

In response, Lei requested
further information and evi-
dence to allow DSAL and the
Gaming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau to act on the
allegations.

ARNALDO ERNESTO DOS SANTOS

With great sadness, we announce the passing
of Arnaldo Ernesto dos Santos on 16th
November, at the Kiang Wu Hospital, at the
age of 63. The wake and mass will be held at E
the Diocesan Mortuary House, on 25th
November 2023 at 20:00.

On 26th November 2023 at 11:00, a mass will
be held at the Diocesan Mortuary House,
followed by the funeral service at the
crematorium in Zhuhai.

Our family expresses the most sincere
gratitude to everyone in supporting and
honouring his life. Thank you for your
thoughts and prayers.

- ", / .;/'
\éﬁ;n"rﬂM{Em{mcj EDDER

. I

Dpening Hours:

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

Avenida da Praia Grande No

on - Fri II.'r:IJ':'.I = 'IEI.'::II.'P sat 10:00 - 14:0

OB At o L e

[}
\,-L-':’

General Surgery : D¢

.'\..a

. Fok Manson, Dir. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr Kwun:} Man,

Dr. Mie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong 5Sam,

Dr. Lei Ch

in Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

Uraiugy : Dr. Lo KEwang Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiaa
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwaong
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology :

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine : D

ENT :
Cardiclogy : Ds. Jin Chun,
General Medicine :
Dietitian

599, ,_.:I|E| io Comercial H-"ld:u:]IJl_l_l-'. 14 &

: Chan Lal U Joey

Sun & PH clos

Dr. Fong Kuan la
: Dr.Lam U Lin

Lam Eun Kuan

Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Dr. Leong Man Kin

Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

15 Andar, em Macau

ed




AP PHOTO

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 24.11.2023

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page /
&z BUSINESS

US sales to hit record this year, but
still lag behind China and Germany

ALEXA ST. JOHN

LECTRIC vehicle sales

are expected to hit a re-

cord 9% of all passenger

vehicles in the U.S. this
year, according to Atlas Public
Policy. That will be up from 7.3%
of new car sales in 2022.

It will be the first time more
than 1 million EVs are sold in the
U.S. in one calendar year, proba-
bly reaching between 1.3 million
and 1.4 million cars, the research
firm predicts.

Although the numbers show
significant progress for electri-

fication, the nation is lagging
behind countries like China, Ger-
many and Norway.

EVs reached 33% of sales in
China, 35% in Germany, and 90%
in Norway for the first six months
of 2023, according to a Bloom-
bergNEF EV outlook published in
June. These figures include both
battery electric vehicles and plu-
g-in hybrid EVs.

In those countries, ambitious
government zero-emissions tar-
gets, vehicle tax incentives and
subsidies, and affordable options
play a role in a consumer’s deci-
sion to adopt a plug-in vehicle.

Several factors helped boost
U.S. EV adoption this year, but in
a word, prices have gone down.

Tesla, the current EV market
leader, dropped the prices for its
popular vehicles multiple times
throughout the year. This forced
other automakers to try to keep
up. Car companies are also now
offering greater incentives on
their electric models, and dealers
are discounting more deeply as
EV supply builds up at dealer-
ships.

The Inflation Reduction Act,
which increased tax credits for
qualifying new and used EV pur-

chases, also helped bring EV cos-
ts down for buyers, by $3,750 or
$7,500, depending on certain re-
quirements.

Electric car battery costs are
also falling as critical battery ma-
terials like lithium get less expen-
sive, making the vehicles increa-
singly affordable, too.

But even as U.S. EV market
share grows steadily, hurdles still
stand in the way for some car
buyers considering electric. Ear-
ly EV buyers were largely higher-
-income, willing to try unfamiliar
technology, and more likely to be
able to charge their electric vehi-

cles at home. The auto industry
needs to address disparities with
these factors as it targets the next
wave of EV shoppers.

For many consumers, unrelia-
ble and inaccessible public char-
ging infrastructure, as well as the
increased upfront cost of going
electric, remain barriers, ac-
cording to BloombergNEE Last
month, new EVs still cost on ave-
rage $3,826 more than the ave-
rage new car, going for $51,762
versus $47,936, Kelley Blue Book
estimates.

To combat some infrastruc-
ture challenges, several major
automakers have signed on to
Tesla’s charging technology.
Tesla has long used the North
American Charging Standard for
its EV plugs, and it has also had
the strongest public charging
network. The rest of the indus-
try has largely operated on one
called CCS, or the Combined
Charging System. Incorporating
Tesla’s tech will give non-Tesla
EV drivers more opportunity to
charge elsewhere, and allevia-
te charging concerns. But those
changes won't start to kick in un-
til next year and 2025.

The industry is also grappling
with concerns over an EV market
slowdown. Some automakers, in-
cluding Ford Motor Co. and Ge-
neral Motors, are scaling back on
their electrification targets.

But at the same time, many
non-domestic car companies
are amping up their plans. Con-
sumers can expect Chinese EV-
-makers such as BYD to find their
way to the U.S. market in the co-
ming years.

Several U.S. states have set
target dates by which they ex-
pect vehicle sales to be majority
zero-emissions. California and
Washington have mandated that
100% of new vehicles sold in the
state be zero-emission by 2035,
while New Jersey will ban the sale
of new gas-powered vehicles by
that same year. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Galaxy supports Tung Sin Tong with MOP700,000 donation

Sands China holds Grand Prix themed activities

For the 20th consecutive
year, Galaxy Entertainment
Group (GEG) has provided
support to Tung Sin Tong
Charitable Society's annual
fundraising campaign by
donating MOP700,000 for

its activities and services.
Since 2004, GEG has
maintained a close re-
lationship with Tung Sin
Tong.

In addition to suppor-
ting its annual fundraising

campaign, GEG also colla-
borates with Tung Sin Tong
to organize and support an
array of community initiati-
ves. These include regular
visits by GEG's volunteer
team to the Elderly Activity
Center of Tung Sin Tong to
offer festive blessings and
gift packages.

Earlier this year, GEG invi-
ted students from the Tung
Sin Tong Primary School to
celebrate "Earth Day" at
the Galaxy Kidz Edutain-
ment Center at Galaxy
Macau, where they learned
about the importance of
environmental protection
and were introduced to
GEG's latest green initia-
tives.

Sands China held a se-
ries of Grand Prix-themed

activities, installations,
and workshops at The Ve-
netian Macao and the his-
toric lec Long Firecracker
Factory in support of the

70th anniversary of the
Macau Grand Prix.

"Sands China is pleased
to be a major sponsor of
the 70th Macau Grand
Prix, supporting the an-
nual international sporting

event. [...] The company
held a number of joint ac-
tivities  concurrently  to
introduce more residents
and visitors to Macau's dis-
tinctive racing culture, in
support of the Macau SAR
government's promotion
of 'sports + tourism," said
Wilfred Wong, president of
Sands China Ltd.

Sands China also spon-
sored the Sheng Kung
Hui Macau Social Servi-
ces Coordination Office
(SKH) Grand Prix: Paren-
t-child Pair-up event on
Oct. 28, where 30 SKH
members visited the Ma-
cau Grand Prix museum to
learn more about the ra-
ce's history.



AP PHOTO

page 8
CHINA =+H

T 4 MacauDaily mrisaes s

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

24.11.2023 fri

DIPLOMACY

Fiji's lea

er hopes

to work with Beijing
in upgrading his
country’s shipyards

and ports

NICK PERRY, WELLINGTON

IJT’S leader says that after mee-

ting with China’s President Xi

Jinping, he hopes to collaborate

with China on upgrading his na-
tion’s shipyards and ports.

Sitiveni Rabuka made the remarks to
lawmakers in Parliament yesterday [Ma-
cau time].

Rabuka is generally viewed as leaning
less toward China than his predecessor
Frank Bainimarama, and in a visit to Aus-
tralia last month, Rabuka emphasized he
was “more comfortable dealing with tra-
ditional friends” such as Australia.

But in his remarks, Rabuka highligh-
ted the economic ties his small South Pa-
cific island nation has forged with China
over 50 years of diplomatic relations.

Rabuka said that in his meeting with
Xi last week on the sidelines of the Asia-
-Pacific Economic Cooperation con-
ference in San Francisco, he discussed
how China’s assistance was pivotal to
Fiji’s post-COVID-19 economic recovery.

Rabuka said China’s Belt and Road
Initiative aligned with Fiji’s development
agenda and that China had contributed
toward a number of grants and assistan-
ce packages.

“As we navigate economic challenges,
discussions are underway to address our
debt crisis responsibly,” Rabuka said.

He said a key focus of creating sustai-
nable economic growth in Fiji was the
comprehensive upgrade of infrastruc-
ture, particularly port facilities and shi-
pyards.

“I anticipate potential collaboration
with China in that endeavor, given Chi-
na’s globally competitive shipbuilding,”
Rabuka said.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning said at a daily briefing that
China and Fiji are good friends and part-
ners, and have previously cooperated on
infrastructure.

“The goal is to support island coun-
tries in making life better for their peo-
ple and achieving development and
prosperity,” Mao said.

Fiji's move comes as China looks to
expand its influence in the Pacific. Last
year, China fell short in an ambitious at-
tempt to get 10 small Pacific nations to
sign to a sweeping deal covering every-
thing from security to fisheries. The at-
tempt came soon after Solomon Islands
signed a security pact with China, a
move that raised alarm throughout the
Pacific. MDT/AP

Fiji’s Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka

HOU LIQJANG,
CHINA DAILY

OLICY support, innova-

tion and strong invest-
ment have seen the country
leapfrog global competi-
tors. Hou Ligiang reports.

More than four decades
ago, lacking the necessary
technology and research
and development capabi-
lities, China was only able
to manufacture micro tur-
bines for off-grid power ge-
neration.

In stark contrast, howe-
ver, news about the giant
leap forward in China’s
wind power development
has repeatedly hit the hea-
dlines over the past two
years.

In February last year, a
13-megawatt offshore wind
turbine, which had the lar-
gest single-unit capacity in
Asia at the time, rolled off
a production line in Fujian
province.

Only nine months later,
the facility was dwarfed
by a 16-MW offshore wind
turbine, which was also as-
sembled in Fujian and led
the world in terms of sin-
gle-unit capacity. In June, a
20-MW wind turbine pro-
duced in Shandong provin-
ce set another record.

The contrast is indicative
of the significant progress
China has made in the de-
velopment of renewable
energy from a laggard to a
leader, which has helped
sharply bring down the
cost for renewables, experts
said.

While the achievement
has not been easy, China
has accumulated vast expe-
riences that are instructive
for other nations, especially
developing states, in pro-
moting energy transition
on a large scale, they said.

Consistent and com-
prehensive policy support
and the great importance
attached to capacity buil-
ding and production stan-
dards are among the factors
that have helped China top
the world in renewables,
they added.

According to the Natio-
nal Energy Administration,
the total capacity of grid-
-connected wind turbines
across China only stood
at 1.06 million kilowatts in
2005. By the end of last year,
the capacity had soared to
365 million KW.

During that period, Chi-
na saw its combined instal-
led capacity for photovol-
taic power jump from just
70,000 KW to 392 million
KW. Its proportion of the
global total skyrocketed
from less than 1.4 percent
to more than 33 percent.

ENVIRONMENT

TLAGGARD CHIN

XINHUA

A wind turbine is ¢

By the end of June, the
installed capacity of re-
newable energy in China
had exceeded 1.3 billion
KW, surpassing the instal-
led capacity of coal-fired
power for the first time.

POLICY-DRIVEN
PROCESS

The development of lar-
ge-scale renewable energy
in China has significantly
brought down the global
cost of renewables, said
Wang Weiquan, deputy se-
cretary-general of the Chi-
nese Renewable Energy In-
dustries Association. “Chi-
na deserves all the credit,”
he said.

Thanks to Chinas con-
tribution, the cost of pho-
tovoltaic power generation
is now as low as 1 cent for 1
kilowatt-hour of electricity
in the Middle East, where
the costs of land use and
financing are relatively low,
he said.

Wang attributed the re-
markable achievement to
consistent, systematic and
tailor-made policies intro-
duced during different de-
velopment stages. “We have
a sound system for renewa-
ble energy development,”
he said.

Driven by these policies,

a broad market for renewa-
ble energy development
was formed. This then
boosted the development
of upstream manufacturing
industries and also the enti-
re industry chain, he noted,
citing the subsidized price
for renewable energy, or the
feed-in tariff, as an exam-
ple.

The feed-in tariff —a sur-
charge on electricity bills —
guaranteed solar and wind
companies above-market
prices for their energy, whi-
ch helped attract a large
number of investors to the
sector, he added.

China also introduced a
dedicated renewable ener-
gy law in 2005, has incor-
porated renewable energy
development into its five-
-year plans since 1996, and
established a sound me-
chanism to guarantee the
absorption of newly added
renewable energy output,
Wang said.

In another move, the
country set up the Renewa-
ble Energy Development
Fund to support develop-
ment of the sector, he ad-
ded.

In 2009, the country’s top
legislature amended the
Law on Renewable Ener-
gy to require electricity
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issembled on an offshore platform in Fujian province in June
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grid companies to buy all
the power produced by re-
newable energy generators.

WINDS OF CHANGE

Hou Yuhan, group
marketing director of Gol-
dwind Science & Technolo-
gy, a leading Chinese wind
turbine manufacturer, un-
derscored the importance
of “continuity, stability and
sustainability” in the coun-
try’s policies for the develo-
pment of the wind energy
sector.

“Since the 1990s, China’s
central and regional gover-
nments have introduced a
slew of policies concerning
the renewable energy sec-
tor, creating a stable policy
environment and favorable
conditions for wind energy
development,” she said.

Hou added that the intro-
duction of China’s dual-car-
bon targets in 2020 and the
national policy framework
to implement the goals
“have propelled the renewa-
ble energy sector to a key
development stage”.

In 2020, China annou-
nced that it aimed to peak
carbon dioxide emissions
before 2030 and realize car-
bon neutrality before 2060.

The country has relea-
sed a raft of new policies

to guide the energy transi-
tion, which have prioritized
green, low-carbon energy
development, scientific and
technological innovation,
institutional ~ innovation,
regulatory efficiency and
international cooperation,
Hou said.

Du Zhongming, presi-
dent of the China Electric
Power Planning & Enginee-
ring Institute, said China has
dynamically adjusted its po-
licies concerning renewable
energy.

“Based on situations and
needs at different develop-
ment stages, these policies
are adjusted accordingly to
make the best use of the cir-
cumstances,” he said.

As technology develops
and economic efficiency
improves in the renewable
energy sector, for instance,
the subsidies for renewable
energy in China were gra-
dually reduced, he said.

After six adjustments to
the subsidies for wind power
and eight for solar PV power,
he said, the on-grid power
tariffs of these two types
of renewable energy equal
those of coal-fired power.

The feed-in tariff has
played a role in “giving a leg
up” to the wind and solar PV
power sectors to get them

going, he added.

OnJan 1, 2021, China en-
ded feed-in tariffs for new
solar and onshore wind pro-
jects that had been in place
for more than a decade. Be-
fore halting the tariffs, China
introduced a mechanism in
2019 to guarantee consump-
tion of renewable energy,
setting minimum levels of
regional consumption.

INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

Wang, from the renewa-
ble energy industries as-
sociation, emphasized the
importance of a complete
national standards system
and international coopera-
tion for the development of
a robust renewable energy
industry in China.

“Without the standards,
enterprises in the sector
will be sheep without a she-
pherd and produce produc-
ts with diversified models
that don’t match each other
and are of mixed quality,” he
said.

China has introduced
many standards that cover
not only manufacturing, but
also the construction and
operation of power farms,
which guarantee the long-
-term and sustainable de-
velopment of the sector and

have helped reduce costs,
Wang said.

In the early stages of its
renewable energy develop-
ment, China, then a global
laggard in the sector, enga-
ged heavily in bilateral and
multilateral ~ cooperation,
Wang said.

A series of demonstration
projects were implemented
thanks to aid from inter-
national organizations and
leading countries in wind
power development, such
as Germany and Denmark,
he added.

China improved its ca-
pacity building from such
cooperation, and a large
number of talented people,
including  policymakers,
entrepreneurs and skilled
workers, were developed,
Wang said. Many senior
executives now at leading
solar and wind power com-
panies in China participated
in training programs during
the period of cooperation,
he added.

International com-
panies also invested in Chi-
na, and these investments
were mutually beneficial,
he said. While those com-
panies made profits in the
Chinese market, China
managed to master the te-
chnologies it needed to de-

velop the industry.

“The development of
China’s wind power indus-
try has been closely linked
to the wind power techno-
logy acquired through in-
ternational  cooperation,”
Goldwind’s Hou said.

As early starters, deve-
loped nations’ wind power
industries had accumula-
ted abundant capital and
technology. However, they
also needed to expand their
markets when China’s wind
energy sector was in its in-
fancy, she said.

Against the backdrop
of globalization, Hou said
China saw its earliest batch
of wind power projects lau-
nched with support from
international = companies,
which brought opportuni-
ties for companies like Gol-
dwind to learn about advan-
ced equipment and techno-
logies used overseas. Hou
said Goldwind also seized
all available opportunities
to go overseas to learn.

Wu Gang, the company’s
chairman, hasled study tou-
rs many times to European
countries that are leaders in
wind power development.

“By consistently diges-
ting, absorbing and upgra-
ding (international techno-
logies), Goldwind embarked

on the path of independent
research and development,
ultimately succeeding in
manufacturing China’s own
big wind turbines,” Hou
said.

Li Chuangjun, director of
the National Energy Admi-
nistration’s new energy and
renewable energy depart-
ment, underscored the role
of innovation, which was
fueled at the very beginning
by international coopera-
tion during China’s renewa-
ble energy industry boom.

He said innovation in Chi-
na’s renewable energy sector
has introduced, digested,
absorbed, and “re-innova-
ted” various technologies.

The countrys wind
power sector has surpassed
international levels in ter-
ms of large-scale technolo-
gy and floating units, with
breakthroughs in building
key components such as
spindle bearings for high-
-power units and ultra-long
blades, he said.

“Through international
cooperation, China mana-
ged to rapidly narrow the
gap to international lea-
ders by learning from their
strong points and even-
tually surpass them,” he
said. COURTESY CHINA
DAILY
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AUSTRALIA

Dozens evacuate,
homes destroyed
by a wildfire on the
edge of Perth

OZENS of residents have

been evacuated and at

least 10 homes destroyed

by a wildfire burning out

of control on the northern fringe of

the west coast city of Perth during

heat wave spring conditions, autho-
rities said yesterday.

There were no deaths reported,

AD b

but several firefighters had sustai-
ned minor injuries including smoke
inhalation, Western Australia state
Department of Fires and Emergen-
cy Services Commissioner Darren
Klemm said.

The fire began Wednesday af-
ternoon in a pine tree plantation
on Perth’s northeast edge and was

fanned overnight by 60-kilometer
(37-mile) -an-hour winds, incident
controller Clinton Kuchel said. The
cause of the fire is under investiga-
tion.

The temperature in Perth was
forecast to peak at 40 degrees Cel-
sius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) on
Thursday — which is extraordina-
rily hot for the Southern Hemisphe-
re spring — and winds remained
strong.

“Perth is experiencing ... heat
wave conditions. So overlay that on
top of the fire and you can imagine
the conditions that our firefighters
and our support staff are working
on. It’s really challenging,” Kuchel
told Australian Broadcasting Corp.

“Whilst we're building contain-
ment lines on this fire, the condi-
tions and the environment are such
that even if we contain it, it may
not be contained all the time. The-
re may be breakouts. So it’s a really
challenging and dynamic environ-
ment,” Kuchel added.

Power poles had been damaged
and 544 homes were without power
Thursday. Around 130 people spent
Wednesday night in an evacuation
center, Western Australia Deputy
Premier Rita Saffioti said.

“The forecast for today is un-
forgiving. The temperature is ex-
pected to hit a maximum of 40 de-
grees, and the winds continue to be
strong. Today will be a difficult day
for everybody,” Saffioti told repor-
ters. MDT/AP

HAWAII

GOVERNOR WANTS TO
MAKE IT EASIER FOR
TRAVELERS FROM JAPAN
TO VISIT THE ISLANDS

AWAII leaders want

to make it easier
for tourists from Japan
to visit the U.S. state by
creating a pre-clearance
program allowing trave-
lers from the country to
save time at the Honolulu
airport by completing im-
migration, customs and
agricultural inspections
before departure.

Gov. Josh Green and
other state officials pro-
posed the idea during
a recent visit to Tokyo.
Green hopes the program
will help boost tourism to
the islands, Hawaii News
Now reported.

Tourism from Japan,
Hawaii’s top internatio-
nal visitor market, has
been sluggish since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Hawaii is keen on
bringing more travelers
from Japan back becau-
se “that’s the tourist that
knows how to carry them-

selves in Hawaii and how
to care for our aina and so
on,” Green said, using the
Hawaiian word for land.

A pre-clearance pro-
gram, which has been
discussed for many years,
could open direct routes
to other islands, inclu-
ding Maui, Green said.

Soon after a deadly
wildfire wiped out much
of the west Maui town of
Lahaina, the Japan go-
vernment donated $2
million in humanitarian
aid.

State House Speaker
Scott Saiki, who joined
Green on the trip, said
Japan officials were con-
cerned about how much
the program would cost
and how it would be im-
plemented and enforced.

Green said he will ask
Hawaii’s delegation in
U.S. Congress to help
make the program possi-
ble. MDT/AP
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ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Truce deal for hostage release hits last-
minute snag, expected to start today

WAFAA SHURAFA &
KAREEM CHEHAYEB,
DEIR AL-BALAH

N agreement for a four-

-day cease-fire in Gaza

and the release of do-

ens of Hamas-held

hostages and Palestinians impri-

soned by Israel appeared to have

hit a last-minute snag when a se-

nior Israeli official said it would

not take effect until today, a day
later than originally announced.

The diplomatic breakthrough
promised some relief for the over
1.7 million Palestinians who have
fled their homes under weeks of
Israeli bombardment, as well as
families in Israel fearful for the
fate of their loved ones captured
during Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack that
triggered the war.

Israel’s national security advi-
ser, Tzachi Hanegbi, announced
the delay yesterday [Macau time],
without providing a reason. Israe-
li media reported that some final
details were still being worked
out.

The Persian Gulf nation of Qa-
tar, which played a key role in me-
diating with Hamas, said yester-
day that a new time for the agree-
ment to go into force would be an-
nounced “in the coming hours.” It
was originally set to begin at 10
a.m. (0800 GMT) Thursday. The
U.S. and Egypt also helped nego-
tiate the deal.

The Gaza Health Ministry
meanwhile resumed its detailed
count of Palestinian casualties
from the war, saying over 13,300
have been killed. The figures do
not include updated numbers
from hospitals in the north, whe-
re services and communication
largely broke down earlier this
month.

The Health Ministry stopped
publishing casualty counts after
Nov. 11, saying later that they had
lost the ability to produce accu-
rate counts as communications
collapsed.

NETANYAHU SAYS TRUCE
WON'T ENDWAR

The agreement had raised ho-
pes of eventually winding down
the war, now in its seventh week,
which has has leveled vast swaths
of Gaza, fueled a surge of violence
in the occupied West Bank, and
stirred fears of a wider conflagra-
tion across the Middle East.

But Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told a nationally te-
levised news conference that the
war would resume after the truce
expires, with the goal of destroying
Hamas' military capabilities, en-
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ding its 16-year rule in Gaza and
returning all of the estimated 240
captives held in Gaza by Hamas
and other groups.

“The war is continuing. We will
continue it until we achieve all our
goals,” Netanyahu said, adding
that he had delivered the same
message in a phone call to U.S.
President Joe Biden. Washington
has provided extensive military
and diplomatic support to Israel
since the start of the war.

Israeli troops hold much of
northern Gaza and say they have
dismantled tunnels and much
of Hamas' infrastructure there.
Israeli forces on Wednesday re-
vealed what they said was a ma-
jor Hamas hideout in a tunnel
beneath Shifa Hospital. The terri-
tory’s largest medical center has
been at the heart of a fierce battle
of narratives over both sides’ alle-
gedly reckless endangerment of
civilians.

Shifa’s director, Mohammed
Abu Selmia, was detained by Is-
raeli soldiers, according to Me-
dhat Abbas, the director of the
Gaza Health Ministry. There was
no immediate comment from the
army.

Israel meanwhile ordered the
full evacuation of the Indonesian
Hospital in the north, Dr. Munir
al-Boursh, a Health Ministry offi-
cial inside the facility, told Al-Ja-
zeera. He said hospital officials
were trying to organize buses to
evacuate some 200 patients, in-
cluding children with burn inju-

ries. Fighting has raged outside
the hospital for days, and hun-
dreds of people have already been
evacuated to the south.

Despite the advances in the
north, Israeli officials acknowle-
dge that much of Hamas’ infras-
tructure remains intact. Israel has
threatened to launch wider ope-
rations in southern Gaza, where
hundreds of thousands of people
who fled the north have crammed
into overflowing U.N.-run shel-
ters with dwindling food, water
and basic supplies.

For Hamas, the cease-fire wou-
1d provide an opportunity to re-
group after weeks of apparently
heavy losses. Hamas leader Yehya
Sinwar, who is believed to be ali-
ve and in hiding in Gaza, is likely
to claim the release of Palestinian
prisoners as a major achievement
and declare victory if the war
ends.

HOSTAGES TO BE
FREED IN STAGES

Under the truce deal, 50 hos-
tages will be freed in stages, in
exchange for the release of what
Hamas said would be 150 Pales-
tinian prisoners. Both sides will
release women and children first,
and Israel said the truce would be
extended an extra day for every
additional 10 hostages freed by
Hamas.

The return of hostages could lift
spirits in Israel, where their plight
has gripped the country. Families
of the hostages have staged mass

demonstrations to pressure the
government to bring them home.

Qatar said the cease-fire would
allow a “larger number of huma-
nitarian convoys and relief aid” to
enter Gaza, including fuel, but it
gave no details on actual quanti-
ties. Israel cut off all fuel imports
at the start of the war, causing a
territory-wide blackout and lea-
ving homes and hospitals reliant
on generators, which have also
steadily been forced to shut down.

Netanyahu said the deal inclu-
des a provision for the Internatio-
nal Committee of the Red Cross to
visit the hostages in captivity.

Israel’s Justice Ministry pub-
lished a list of 300 prisoners eligib-
le to be released, mainly teenagers
detained over the past year for
rock-throwing and other minor
offenses.

The war erupted when several
thousand Hamas militants stor-
med into southern Israel, killing
at least 1,200 people, mostly ci-
vilians, and taking scores of hos-
tages, including babies, women
and older adults, as well as Israeli
soldiers.

Israel has a long history of
agreeing to lopsided prisoner
swaps with militant groups, and
Hamas is expected to demand a
large number of high-profile Pa-
lestinian prisoners in exchange
for the soldiers.

HEAVY TOLL ON GAZA
The Health Ministry in Gaza
does not differentiate between

civilians and militants, but says
some two-thirds of the dead have
been identified as women and
minors. It says some 6,000 people
have been reported missing and
are feared to be buried under ru-
bble.

The ministry says it has been
unable to update figures from
northern hospitals since Nov. 11,
so the true toll from the war is
likely higher than the 13,300 it re-
ported yesterday.

Israel says it has killed thou-
sands of Hamas fighters, though
it has presented no evidence for
its count.

Three-fourths of Gaza's popu-
lation of 2.3 million have been
displaced in the war. Many; if not
most, will be unable to return
home because of the vast damage
and the presence of Israeli troops
in the north.

The U.N. agency for Palesti-
nian refugees, known as UNRWA,
said that more than 1 million Pa-
lestinians were seeking shelter in
156 of its facilities in Gaza, where
many have been forced by over-
crowding to sleep on the streets
outside as a cold, rainy winter sets
in.

Israel has barred imports to
Gaza since the start of the war,
except for a trickle of aid entering
through Egypt’s Rafah crossing.
Humanitarian aid groups ope-
rating in Gaza said the truce was
too short and the Rafah crossing’s
capacity was insufficient to meet
urgent needs. MDT/AP
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Geert Wilders, leader of far-right Party for Freedom

THE NETHERLANDS

IN POLITICA!
THE FAR RIG]
POPULIST W,

MIKE CORDER &
RAF CASERT, THE HAGUE

NTI-ISLAM populist

GeertWilders won a huge
victory in Dutch elections,
according to a near complete
count of the vote yesterday,
in a stunning lurch to the far
right for a nation once famed
as a beacon of tolerance.

The result will send sho-
ckwaves through Europe,
where far-right ideology is
on the rise, and puts Wilders
in line to lead talks to form
the next governing coalition
and possibly become the
first far-right prime minister
of the Netherlands.

With nearly all votes
counted, Wilders’ Party for
Freedom was forecast to
win 37 seats in the 150-seat
lower house of parliament,
two more than predicted by
an exit poll when voting fi-
nished Wednesday night and
more than double the 17 he
won at the last election.

“I'had to pinch my arm,” a
jubilant Wilders said.

Political parties were set
to hold separate meetings
to discuss the outcome be-
fore what is likely to be an
arduous process of forming a
new governing coalition be-
gins today.

Despite his harsh rheto-
ric, Wilders has already be-
gun courting other right and
center parties by saying in a
victory speech that whate-
ver policies he pushes will be
“within the law and constitu-
tion.”

Wilders’ election program
included calls for a referen-
dum on the Netherlands

leaving the European Union,
a total halt to accepting
asylum-seekers and migrant
pushbacks at Dutch borders.

It also advocates the “de-
-Islamization” of the Nether-
lands. He says he wants no
mosques or Islamic schools
in the country, although he
has been milder about Islam
during this election cam-
paign than in the past.

Instead, his victory seems
based on his campaign to
rein-in migration -— the
issue that caused the last
governing coalition to quit
in July —- and tackle issues
such as the cost-of-living cri-
sis and housing shortages.

“I think, to be honest, very
many people are very focu-
sed on one particular pro-
blem, which is immigration,”
voter Norbert van Beelen
said in The Hague yesterday.
“So I think that’s what peo-
ple voted for, immigration
and all the other aspects of
leaving the European Union
looking very inward as oppo-
sed to outward are just for-
gotten. It’s all about immi-
gration.”

In his victory speech, Wil-
ders said he wants to end
what he called the “asylum
tsunami,” referring to the
migration issue that came to
dominate his campaign.

“The Dutch will be No. 1
again,” Wilders said. “The
people must get their nation
back.”

But Wilders, who has in
the past been labeled a Dut-
ch version of Donald Trump,
first must form a coalition
government before he can
take the reins of power.

L SHIFT TO
HT, ANTI-ISLAM
LDERS WINS BIG

That will be tough as
mainstream parties are re-
luctant to join forces with
him and his party, but the
size of his victory streng-
thens his hand in any nego-
tiations.

Wilders called on other
parties to constructively en-
gage in coalition talks. Pieter
Omtzigt, a former centrist
Christian Democrat who
built his own New Social
Contract party in three mon-
ths to take 20 seats, said he
would always be open to
talks.

The closest party to Wil-
ders’ in the election was
an alliance of the center-
-left Labor Party and Green
Left, which was forecast to
win 25 seats. But its leader,
Frans Timmermans, made
clear that Wilders should not
count on a coalition with
him.

“We will never form a
coalition with parties that
pretend that asylum seekers
are the source of all misery,”
Timmermans said, vowing to
defend Dutch democracy.

The historic victory came
one year after the win of Ita-
lian Premier Giorgia Meloni,
whose Brothers of Italy’s roo-
ts were steeped in nostalgia
for fascist dictator Benito
Mussolini. Meloni has since
mellowed her stance on se-
veral issues and has become
the acceptable face of the
hard right in the EU.

Wilders was long a fire-
brand lashing out at Islam,
at the EU and migrants -— a
stance which brought him
close to power but never in it,
in a nation known for com-

promise politics.

Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, who boasts of
turning Hungary into an “illi-
beral” state and has similarly
harsh stances on migration
and EU institutions, was qui-
ck to congratulate Wilders.
“The winds of change are
here! Congratulations,” Or-
ban said.

During the final weeks of
his campaign, Wilders so-
mewhat softened his stance
and vowed that he would be
a prime minister for all Du-
tch people, so much so that
he gained the moniker Geert
“Milders.”

The election was called
after the fourth and final
coalition of outgoing Prime
Minister Mark Rutte resigned
in July after failing to agree to
measures to rein-in migra-
tion.

Rutte was replaced by
Dilan Yeilg6z-Zegerius, a
former refugee from Turkey
who could have become the
country’s first female prime
minister had her party won
the most votes. Instead, it
was forecast to lose 10 seats
to end up with 24.

The result is the latest in
a series of elections that is
altering the European politi-
cal landscape. From Slovakia
and Spain, to Germany and
Poland, populist and hard-
-right parties triumphed in
some EU member nations
and faltered in others.

In The Hague, Dutch vo-
ter Barbara Belder said that
Wilders' victory “is a very
clear sign that the Nether-
lands wants something dif-
ferent.” MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1963 KENNEDY
'ASSASSIN' MURDERED

The man accused of assassinating the US Presi-
dent, John F Kennedy, has himself been shot deadin
aDallas police station.

Lee Harvey Oswald, a 24-year-old former Marine,
was being transferred from police headquarters to
the countyjail, at the centre of alarge crowd of police
officers, reporters and camera crews.

The event was being covered live on television, and
Americans across the country watched in astonish-
mentas a man - lateridentified as Jack Ruby, a Dallas
nightclub owner - stepped forward, drew a gun and
shot Mr Oswald at point-blank range.

Mr Oswald fell to the floor, grasping his stomach, as
a confused scuffle broke out between police, repor-
tersand the gunman.

An ambulance rushed Mr Oswald to the Parkland
Hospital - the same hospital which had fought to
save President Kennedy's life two days earlier - but
he died within minutes of his arrival.

Mr Oswald was arrested about an hour after the
assassination of John F Kennedy, carried out as the
President's motorcade passed through the Dealey
Plazain Dallas.

He was initially taken into custody for the murder of
a policeman, JD Tippit, who appears to have recog-
nised him and approached him just 45 minutes after
thekiling of the President.

Soon after, Mr Oswald was also charged with the
President's assassination.

He strongly denied that he carried out the assassi-
nation, saying to reporters, “'mjust a patsy.”

Police gave no explanation of how Jack Ruby came
tobeinthe police headquarters.

The building had been under heavy guard after se-
veral calls making threats against Oswald's life.

Ruby came to Dallas from Chicago 10 years ago.

He runs a downtown striptease club, and is said to
have links with organised criminals.

Police said Ruby had told them, "l didntwanttobe a
hero -1 did it for Jacqueline Kennedy:."

They said he wanted to spare the president's wife
the ordeal of the trial of the man accused of kiling her
husband.

Ruby has been formally charged with murder andis
now being held in custody without bail.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Jack Ruby was convicted of the murder of Lee Har-
vey Oswald on 14 March 1964.

The conviction was overturned on procedural
grounds, but before a re-trial could take place, Ruby
died of cancerin prison on 3 January 1967.
Considerable controversy remains over whether
Lee Harvey Oswald was in fact guilty of the murder
of John F Kennedy.

The Warren Report, commissioned by President
Johnson five days after Oswald's shooting to look
into the assassination, concluded that he was the
lonekiller.

Alater investigation by the House Select Commit-
tee on Assassinations during the late 1970s found
that President Kennedy had beenkilled as a result
of aconspiracy, although this report was later dis-
credited.

But the conspiracy theories - ranging from claims
that the president arranged his own death, to allega-
tions that the driver was the murderer - continue to
be hotly debated.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES TAURUS “LISTEN! DO YOU HEAR THA\N I THINK THE Vsﬁop 1T, BRUTUS! YOU KNON“
) _ ) _ LOUD, INCESSANT CHITTERING CICADAS HAVE THAT'S JUST MY MOTRER
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20 NOISE, GLADYS? RETURNED! FYCHATTING ON THE PHONE!

You may not be too pleased with
the actions of those you live with.
You mustn’t be so trusting. Do
something that will be stimulating
and creative.

Coworkers may not be completely
honest with you; try not to rely on
help from others. You just hate
waste, and when someone else
costs you dearly you see red.
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z@‘ E;}: GEMINI @ CANCER
/'! May. 21-Jun. 21 /'! Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You can make changes to your New hair, new outfit, new you.
domestic scene that will benefit all ~ Catch up on your correspondence
who reside there. Personal problems  and reading. You’re apt to make
may be hanging over your head but  a move or experience changes at
don’t confront the situation. home.
LEO VIRGO
@ MIN MAX CONDITION
7 ul.23Aug.22 /' hug.23ep.22 EASY EASY+
Your home environment appears  Get busy doing all those things at Beijing 8 > RS
to be a little shaky. You have a  home that you have been putting oft
real need to be vocal. You have to  for so long Do not let the reactions 8 9 6 3 26 9 8 Changchun -13 -7 fine
take hold of your life and make of others get you going Take a A E: 3 7 1 6
some crucial decisions. short business trip if possible. = Chengdu 11 15 overcast
3 9 fi 8 1 3 Chongging 14 20 cloudy
2 4 7 8 8 203
LIBRA T SCORPIO Fuzhou 4 20 fine
=R, 1 9 8 4 2 36 Guangzhou 15 26 fine
A4 Sep.23-Oct. 22 Y Oct. 23-Nov. 21 112 17 2 Guiyan 11 18 overcast
yang
Relatives will not agree with the  Don’t be afraid to lay your cards 9 4 g 7 5 4 Haikou 19 25 cloudy
way you are dealing with your on the table. Assist a relative or 7] 714 5 3
personal problems. Difficultieswith  good friend by setting of a budget = Hangzhou 6 14 fine
female members of your family for them. Think about your 4 6 1 9 4 9 5 6 . ~ B
may result in estrangement’s. budget before booking a trip. Harbin 22 12 cloudy
Hefei 0 10 fine
Nanjin 2 11 fine
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN HA e
D@o MEDIUM RD Shanghai 7 13 fine
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec. 22-Jan. 19 3 7 8 s 3 Taipe 17 20 rain
Invite friendsoverratherthanspending ~ Don’t overspend on luxury items. Wuhan 4 13 fine
money on lavish entertainment. You ~ Make plans that will take you 1 9)6 4 1
will impress others with your initiative ~ to exotic destinations. You will 4 3 1 2 Hong Hong 19 29 overcast
and ability to accomplish while on  find that superiors may not see
short business trips. situations as you do. 5 3 5 f
2 3 2 7
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 3 3 Moscow -9 =3 snow
3 & 511 2 i
Frankfurt 1 7 rain
/ Jan.20-Feb. 18 / Feb.19-Mar. 20 7 1 6 4 . .
Partnerships with creative  Opportunities to go out with g9 3 Paris . 12 ety
people could lead to financial clients or colleagues will be - 3 & London 1 8 overcast
gains. Uncertainties regarding in your best interest. Don’t
relatives  will make situations  be afraid to pursue unfamiliar New York 1 10 overcast
uncomfortable if you attend a  grounds. Empty promises are
family function. evident.
1- Pertaining to bees; 6- Repeated, an island of French Polynesia; 10- r rl 1 3 1 = |§
"Today" rival, briefly; 13- Dogie catcher; 14- Actress Lena; 15- Distribute cards; 16- S
"Amadeus” director Forman; 17- Egypt's river; 18- Periphery; 19- A Baldwin brother; ] ] " °
20- Set apart; 22- Stain; 24~ Stroll; 28- Skiing style; 31- Fasten, at sea; 32- Actress % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Shire; 34- Overhead trains; 36- Bamboozle; 37- ___ longa, vita brevis; 38- Darken; e " 3 )
41- Start of something?; 42- Actress Turner; 44- Invite; 45- Worker's reward; 47- Sour; % Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ Report 2822 0088
49- Quaking trees; 51- Story in installments; 53- Caught; 56- Sleep; 59- Sheltered, o » d - @ i
nautically; 61- Came to; 64- Pres., militarily; 65- Basil-based sauce; 66- Historical = - = | I 2. (Open line) 993 - Report 1000
chapters; 67- Ruler division; 68- Extra-terrestrial being; 69- Grab a bite; 70- Remove * ° . | L.
from text; 71- Layers: ¢ = — | = g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
o
1- Soprano Gluck; 2- Buckets; 3- Atoll unit; 4- Reclusive; 5- Figs.; 6- Dwarfed w1 W m ™ > 28573333 28716 081
tree; 7- Assortment; 8- Small rivulet; 9- Lend ___; 10- H.S. proficiency test; 11- =
Periodical, briefly; 12- Bass, e.g. 15- ) . 3y Customs 28 559 944
- 50- : o1 ! Yesterday’s solution a
Judged; 20- Classic Chevy; 21- Decorative _ . . _ kel ;
flap on a garment; 23- Smooth-talking; || =311 -l % S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
25- Depressed spirits; 26- Pass into disuse; == 2 8 3
27- Sight organs; 29- Makes out; 30- North 8 28371333
American deer; 32- Vestige; 33- Grant .. .
portrayer; 35- Tranquil; 37- Exclamation Commission Agalnst

to express sorrow; 39- Al Jolson's real first
name; 40- "Peter Pan" dog; 43- Comes
to mind; 46- Begin, e.g; 48- Phooey! |L|
50- Human mind; 52- Clear; 54- Beast of

Borden; 55- Discourage; 57- Fork feature;
58- Business letter abbr; 60- Seemingly
forever; 61- Minuscule; 62- ... ___ mouse?;

63-Krazy ___;65-Bitof butter;
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[N Ridley Scott’s “Napoleon,
A Joaquin Phoenix portrays the
legendary French emperor in
a film that defies the traditio-
nal grandeur of historical epics.
With a runtime of two hours and
thirty-eight minutes, the movie
introduces us to a Napoleon who
is far from the stoic conqueror
of history textbooks. Instead, we
see a young Bonaparte riddled
with fear and impulsivity, quali-
ties that persist throughout the
film as he ascends to power and
leads his armies across Europe
with reckless abandon.

Scott’s biopic is more critical
than celebratory, painting Na-
poleon not as a Great Man but
as a petulant child in the guise
of an emperor. This character-
-driven narrative focuses on Na-
poleon’s internal struggles and
the chaotic manner in which he
gains and exercises power. His
infamous ego is on full display,
particularly in his confronta-
tions with the British and his
dismissive reactions to personal
news during the Egyptian cam-
paign.

The film also delves into the
complexities of Napoleon’s re-
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Joaquin Phoenix in a scene from “Napoleon” (Apple

TV+)

lationship with Joséphine, por-
trayed by Vanessa Kirby. Their
romance and subsequent mar-
riage are fraught with tension
and betrayal, yet its a rela-
tionship that humanizes the of-
ten mythologized figure. As the
story unfolds, the film portrays
Napoleon’s rise and reign as a
series of tumultuous events, lea-
ding to his ultimate demise.
Scott’s depiction of historical
events like the siege of Toulon,
the coup of 1799, and the Battle
of Austerlitz is meticulous, yet
the screenplay by David Scarpa

seems to question the authen-
ticity of Napoleon’s legacy. The
film juxtaposes his public perso-
na with his private vulnerabili-
ties, making it difficult to recon-
cile the image of the legendary
emperor with that of the insecu-
re man presented on screen.
“Napoleon” offers a satirical
look at the emperor’s life, as well
as a critical assessment of the
male ego in power. The film is
a visual spectacle that showca-
ses Scott’s expertise in creating
grand cinematic experiences.
Yet, despite its ambitious scope,

the narrative sometimes stru-
ggles to integrate Napoleon’s
military genius with his flawed
character, leaving the audience
to wonder how such a man cou-
1d have risen to such heights.
The movie is also expected
to have a longer, four-hour di-
rector’s cut, which may provide
a more in-depth look at Napo-
leon’s life and times. This cut
could potentially balance the
personal and political aspects
of the story more effectively.
Scott’s “Napoleon” stands
out for its unorthodox approa-

IN RIDLEY SCOTTS ‘NAPOLEON, THE EMPEROR
HAS NO CLOTHES BUT PLENTY OF EGO

ch to the historical epic genre.
It challenges the glorification
of historical figures by exposing
their weaknesses and failures.
The film, like Scott’s previous
work “The Last Duel,” is a com-
mentary on the destructive na-
ture of male ambition. This the-
matic choice is clear in the film’s
final moments, which depict
Napoleon’s downfall both lite-
rally and metaphorically.

While not everything in “Na-
poleon” may work seamlessly,
the film's unique perspective
and critical stance offer a thou-
ght-provoking and unconven-
tional look at one of history’s
most iconic figures. It's a bold
move from an accomplished di-
rector, one that suggests a conti-
nued interest in examining and
demystifying the great men of
history through the lens of cine-
ma. MDT/AP

“Napoleon,” an Apple Studios
release, is rated R by the Motion
Picture Association for strong
violence, some grisly images, se-
xual content and brief language.
Running time: 158 minutes.
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Healing Ritual

ONRAD Macao’s

award-winning
Bodhi Spa has intro-
duced Lapidem Ri-
tuals. These indulgent
treatments at Bodhi
Spa combine intensive
pampering with Lapi-
dem’s critically-acclai-
med products from Ja-
pan.

Founded in venera-
ble traditions and wis-
dom, and adapted for a
contemporary, the com-
plete sensory experien-
ce leaves guests feeling
nourished.

Lapidem is noted for
its philosophy that only
when the body, mind
and soul are balanced
is beauty created. This
holistic outlook is show-
cased in Lapidem’s bes-
t-selling products, whi-
ch include skin, body
and hair care ranges.
Combining Lapidem’s
results-driven range
and ancient Japanese
beliefs towards health
and wellness, with the
expertise of Bodhi Spa
therapists, has resulted
in the creation of four

e

specially designed sig-
nature rituals, each las-
ting 2.5 hours.

One of them is the
deeply relaxing Healing
Ritual, which uses cons-
tant and fluctuating
massage techniques,
relieving fatigue, stress
and chronic pain, while
improving sleep quality.
Included in this treat-
ment is Lapidem’s Calm
bath and massage oil
and a moisturising mist.

All rituals take place
in private spa suites and
begin with an aromatic
bath and steam, plus a
choice of Lapidem oils
that are based on the
Chinese philosophy of
the five elements, and
end with a reviving head
massage and wakeup ri-
tual.

To maintain and
continue the results
beyond the spa, a range
of innovative Lapidem
products, which are
highly functional, pre-
dominately all natural
(95-100%) and made in
Japan, are also available
for sale. IS
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TASTE OF EDESIA

Off Menu Extravaganza

IRENE SAM, MDT

ECENTLY, Tatler Off

Menu and Galaxy Ma-

cau curated a trans-

cendent event expe-
rience for food aficionados.
The event unfolded at Cabana
at The Banyan Tree in Macau,
delivering an unmissable treat
for guests seeking the perfect
intersection of culinary exce-
llence, vibe-like entertainment
and immersive luxury expe-
riences. The festival transpor-
ted visitors into a world where
a galaxy of stars from Michelin-
-starred culinary masters and
established Asia’s 50 Best Res-
taurants and Bars’ gastronomic
talents redefined the essence
of fine dining. As the culinary

geniuses paired up - many for
the first time — they created a
dining experience that trans-
cended the ordinary, redefi-
ning palates amid the vibrant
ambiance.

The collaboration between
three-star chef Jimmy Lim of
JL Studio in Taichung, Taiwan,
and the one-star wonder Uwe
Opocensky from Restaurant
Petrus in Hong Kong was no-
thing short of a gastronomic
match made in heaven. Yiel-
ding a mouthwatering Water
Bamboo, Cherry Tomato, Stra-
ciatella, from Chef Lim at JL
Studio; and a standout French
Ice Kacang - shaved Foie Gras,
French Beans, Croutons, Ha-
zelnut from Chef Opocensky at
Restaurant Petrus, to master-

fully ignite their collaborative
influences in the kitchen.

Out of the entire venue, our
favorite dishes from the event
were from Saffron’s Suraja
“Jan” Ruangnukulkit in Macau
and Singaporean Barry Quek
of Whey, both luminaries in
their own right, embarked on a
culinary journey that resulted
in delicious and artful mas-
terpieces. Unveiling Chef Jan’s
revolutionary Niang scallops,
Gooseberries, Thai Herbs, Ca-
viar on Betel Leaf; juxtaposed
with Chef Quek’s flavorful Cur-
ry Laksa Konjac rice, Octopus,
Llama Island Dried Shrimp;
their collaboration was a tes-
tament to the creative prowess
sparked when two culinary
masterminds join forces.
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

VisSIT OF YAMAGUCHI
BOOSTS HOPES OF
REPAIRING TIES

The Komeito party, the junior coalition
partner of Japan’s ruling Liberal Democra-
tic Party, has long maintained a tradition
of friendly exchanges with China. It has of-
ten played a role in sustaining and promo-
ting China-Japan exchanges, even during
periods of strained bilateral relations.

Daisaku Ikeda, founder of Komeito, who
passed away on Nov 15, long advocated for
the normalization of diplomatic relations
between China and Japan. He proposed
the formal recognition of the People’s Re-
public of China as early as 1968.

Natsuo Yamaguchi, the current leader
of Komeito, has carried on that tradition,
acting as an envoy of friendship when ties
between the two countries have encounte-
red difficulties. In recent years, Yamaguchi
has delivered no fewer than five personal
letters from Japanese prime ministers to
the Chinese leader expressing their mes-
sages of goodwill and cooperation, aiming
to bridge the differences and disputes be-
tween the two countries.

He arrived in China for another bridge-
-building visit on Wednesday. His latest
visit, originally scheduled for August, is
expected to set the stage for a resumption
of dialogue between the LDP-Komeito
coalition and the Communist Party of Chi-
na, after both sides broke off talks in 2018.

The visit comes hard on the heels of face-
-to-face talks between President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who is
also the leader of the LDP, on the sidelines
of the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting
in San Francisco last week, in which both
sides affirmed the strategic relationship
between the two countries.

The timing of Yamaguchi’s rescheduled
visit suggests that the two neighbors are
looking to build on the two leaders’ ex-
changes to try and inject momentum into
the mending of their relations.

Ties between the two countries became
strained after Japan became a player in
Washington’s geopolitical strategy to con-
tain China, and they took a nosedive after
politicians in Japan uttered irresponsible
remarks about China’s Taiwan. Japan’s re-
lease of nuclear-contaminated water into
the ocean has also created consternation
for its neighbor.

But no matter how commendable Yama-
guchi’s visit to Beijing is, the coalition in
Japan needs to realize that mending rela-
tions with its neighbor depends on what
the Japanese government does to verify its
sincerity in this regard.

China, of course, hopes that the Japanese
government will take substantial steps to
improve ties instead of just paying lip ser-
vice to the notion.

The Japanese government should be
clear where to toe the line when it comes
to the core interests of China, particularly
on the Taiwan question.

China appreciates what Yamaguchi and
his predecessor Daisaku Ikeda have done
for the development of ties between the
two countries. We sincerely hope that
Yamaguchi’s visit this week will help turn
the page in China-Japan relations.

The World Health Organization says it has made an official request
to China for information about a potentially worrying spike in respi-
ratory illnesses and clusters of pneumonia in children.

The U.N. health agency cited unspecified media reports and a glo-
bal infectious disease monitoring service as reporting clusters of un-
diagnosed pneumonia in children in northern China. In a statement
late Wednesday, WHO said it was unclear whether those were linked
to a rise in respiratory infections reported by Chinese authorities.

Outside scientists said the situation warranted close monitoring,
but were not convinced that the recent spike in respiratory illnesses

in China signaled the start of a new global outbreak.

The emergence of new diseases, particularly new flu strains or
other viruses capable of triggering pandemics, typically starts with
undiagnosed clusters of respiratory illness. Both SARS and CO-
VID-19 were first reported as unusual types of pneumonia.

WHO noted that authorities at China’s National Health Commis-
sion on Nov. 13 reported an increase in respiratory diseases, which
they said was due to the lifting of COVID-19 lockdown restrictions.
Other countries also saw a jump in respiratory diseases such as res-
piratory syncytial virus, or RSV, when pandemic restrictions ended.

AP PHOTO

EUROPEAN UNION

FRANCE REMAINS LE
GRAND FROMAGE, AND
CAMEMBERT REMAINS IN

A WOODEN BOX

RAF CASERT, BRUSSELS

HE European Union

has long known that
the way to France’s heart
is through its stomach. So,
don’t touch the Camem-
bert — never, ever.

Yesterday [Macau time],
legislators at the European
Parliament made sure it
won't happen anytime
soon.

Tucked in a proposal on
streamlining and optimi-
zing waste management
throughout the 27-nation
bloc, some French cheese
producers in recent weeks
sniffed out something and
turned it into a culinary
stink.

They claimed that the
proposal’s wording would
make it illegal for the fa-
mous cheese to be cradled
into its usual wooden pa-
ckaging for its final weeks
of ripening and, eventually,
sale. The round box is as es-
sentially Camembert as its
unctuous texture and pun-
gent smell.

Suddenly, there was a
frenzied flutter that some-
thing fundamentally Fren-
ch would fall foul of the
Brussels bureaucrats — de-
risively known by many as
Eurocrats — who are all too
often blamed for flaws real
and false.

“It is a matter of com-
mon sense. Don't touch our
Camemberts!” said Jean-
-Paul Garraud, a member
of the European Parliament
for France’s far-right Ras-

semblement National.

The reasoning was this:
If Camembert were forced
into something easier to
recycle like plastic, the per-
fect breathing of the cheese
through wood might ins-
tead produce something
sweaty and flabby. Wood,
however, is hard to recycle
sustainably, and the EU
wants to remove it from
food packaging as much as
possible.

Environment Commis-
sioner Virginijus Sinkevi-
cius said ahead of the vote
that the EU would make
sure that the raw-milk spe-
cialized non-industrial Ca-
memberts — those with a
controlled designation of
origin — will be exempt
from any such regulation.

Even Gen. Charles de
Gaulle, the French World
War II hero and later pre-
sident of the nation, knew
all about such gourmet
sensitivities. “How do you
want to run a country that
has 246 kinds of cheese,”
he was quoted as com-
plaining.

Yesterday’s action pro-
ved that cheese can be an
effective binding agent, as
European legislators ran-
ging from free-trade libe-
rals to the far-right made
sure that an amendment to
allow wooden boxes in case
of exceptional circumstan-
ces would survive.

“We have saved our Ca-
memberts,” said French
free-trade Renew Europe
legislator Valerie Hayer af-

ter the vote. And she said
others will be safe under
the measure: “Camembert,
Pont I'Evéque or Mont d’Or
will be well protected.”

The center-right Euro-
pean People’s Party, the
biggest group in the Euro-
pean Parliament with a tra-
ditional farming electorate
and penchant for heritage
protection, led the defen-
se of the wooden boxes
for Camembert and other
cheeses.

“Who can imagine a Ca-
membert or a Mont d’Or
without its wooden stra-
pping? Packaging them in
plastic would be a gusta-
tory and environmental
aberration,” said French
MEP Laurence Sailliet.

“Europe must know how
to protect the environment,
but never to the detriment
of the specific characteris-
tics of its member states,”

she added.

And food is one of the
touchiest  characteristics
for sure.

The British used anti-EU
food foment to the extreme
in the years leading up to
Brexit, with former Prime
Minister Boris Johnson,
then still a Brussels jour-
nalist, leading the tabloid
assault with stories that the
EU would insist that bana-
nas would have to be strai-
ght and eliminate beloved
British biscuits.

It helped turn the United
Kingdom against the EU,
and voters decided in a re-
ferendum to leave. MDT/AP
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USA Beloved characters
like Snoopy and
SpongeBob SquarePants
will take to the skies
above New York City
today [Macau time]
while bands march
along the streets below
as the annual Macy's
Thanksgiving Day
Parade ushers in the
holiday season.

The parade starts on
Manhattan's upper west
side and makes its way
alongside Central Park
in front of big crowds
and a national television
audience before ending
up in front of Macy's
flagship store on 34th
Street.

USA Oscar-winning
actor Susan Sarandon
(right) and "Scream”
star Melissa Barrera
were each dropped by
Hollywood companies
after making comments
on the Israel-Hamas
war that some deemed
antisemitic. Spyglass
Media Group, the
production company
behind the upcoming
"Scream VII"
acknowledged Barrera's
exit from the horror
franchise. The Mexican-
born actress had posted
statements on Instagram
Stories calling the war
"genocide and ethnic
cleansing.”

Argentina 's President-
elect Javier Milei
(pictured) has called for
the wholesale reinvention
of the government but
he has precious little
time. And with less than
three weeks until his
Dec. 10 inauguration,
Milei has no executive
experience and few allies
in his bullpen. From the
moment of the wild-
haired outsider 's
decisive victory, the
clock started ticking.
Argentina’s presidential
transition period is one
of the shortest in Latin
America.



