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THE JUDICIARY POLICE ARRESTED TWO
PEOPLE, AMOTHER AND SON, CAUGHT
SMUGGLING DRUGS INTO MACAU
AFTER SWALLOWING THEM AT HOME

CHILDCARE SERVICES
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CARITAS: CITY FACING
DEMAND FOR INCLUSIVE
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CHINA'S ECONOMY IS
FORECAST TO SLOW
SHARPLY IN 2024, THE
WORLD BANK SAYS

4 P6

Israel pressed ahead

with its Gaza offensive
yesterday after a series
of shootings, including of
three hostages who were
shirtless and waving a
white flag, raised questions
aboutits conductina
10-week-old war that has
brought unprecedented
death and destruction

to the coastal enclave.
Gazaremained under a
communications blackout
for a fourth straight day,
which aid groups say
complicate rescue efforts
after bombings and make
it even more difficult to
monitor the war's toll on
civilians.

US A warship shot down
14 suspected attack
drones over the Red Sea
on Saturday, and a Royal
Navy destroyer downed
another drone that was
targeting commercial
ships, the British and
American militaries said.
Houthirebels in Yemen
have launched a series of
attacks onvesselsinthe
Red Sea, one of the world's
busiest shipping routes,
and have launched drones
and missiles targeting
Israel, as the Israel-Hamas
war threatens to spread.

Russia, Ukraine launched
over adozen drones at
each other's territory for
a second straight day
yesterday, one of which
apparently targeted a
Russian military airport
while a Ukrainian civilian
was killed after drone
debris slammed into his
house near the Black
Sea. Atleast 35 Ukrainian
drones were shot down
overnight over three
regions in southwestern
Russia, the Russian
Defense Ministry saidin a
post on the messaging app
Telegram.

More on backpage

RENATO MARQUES

SPORTS
MACAU AND
CHINA WIN
AT FIRST
ASIA & GBA
RACING
FESTIVAL
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PROPERTY

JLL: GLOBAL ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN
WEIGHS ON SARS PROPERTY MARKET

LYNZY VALLES

ACAU’S property market

is being affected by inte-
rest rate hikes, global economic
slowdown and mainland China’s
slowing economic recovery.

In its 2023 GBA Residential
Market Update, realtor JLL said in-
vestors continue to adopt a wait-
and-see attitude toward the real
estate market.

Residential market transaction
volumes climbed 10.1% y-o-y to
2,383 as of September, according
to data from the Financial Services
Bureau (DSF).

Only 50 pre-sale transactions
were recorded in the first three
quarters due to the absence of
major residential projects, and the
transaction value of pre-sale pro-
jects accounted for only 2.1% of
the overall residential transaction
volume.

In its update, JLL recalled the
government had increased the ra-
tes of land premiums in May, whi-
ch sharply reduced developers’
profits, and would consequently
affect the land market.

In August, the government also
launched two development sites
in Taipa central district for auc-
tion, but only one site received a

ANTHONY LAM

E uneven recovery of
the city's economy re-
mains a problem, the Ma-

RENATO MARQUES

tender.

Meanwhile, the realtor said 11
Greater Bay Area (GBA) cities had
witnessed uneven recovery in the
housing market after the relaxa-
tion of cooling measures earlier

ECONOMY

Uneven recovery still problematic in Macau: MEA

this year.

According to JLLs 2023 Greater
Bay Area Residential Guide, the
GBA mainland cities had seen a
mild and uneven recovery in hou-
sing markets, while Hong Kong’s

cau Economic Association
(MEA) has noted.

The group said that al-
though tourism districts, ho-
tels and resorts saw an influx
of customers resulting in pa-
cked shops and restaurants
after travel resumed earlier
this year, more traditional
residential areas are not be-
nefitting to the same extent.

The group said commu-
nity businesses are facing
challenges because locals
are shopping across the bor-
der and tourists are not visi-
ting these districts.

Moreover, tourists' con-
sumption habits have chan-
ged. They are now seeking
better products or services
rather than merely looking

at price tags.

The group has suggested
local businesses acknowled-
ge a shift in the market, and
make appropriate changes
to survive.

As the publisher of the
monthly Prosperity Index,
the group has forecast the
Index will be stable for the
next three months. With the
October and November in-
dices confirmed at 6.3 and
6.0, the group expects indi-
ces to range from 6.2 to 6.3
over the next three months.

The group’s forecast for
next year’s economy is “cold
outside, warm inside,” mea-
ning global prospects will
still be unstable with poli-
tical, economic and armed

wars continuing.

It cited expectations by
international organizations
that economic recovery is
forecast to slow. High inte-
rest rates are another obsta-
cle to full recovery, the group
added.

Nonetheless, it added, the
“double celebrations” — Chi-
na’s 75th Anniversary and
Macau SAR’s 25th Anniver-
sary — as well as 2024 being
the first year of the gover-
nments directive on eco-
nomic diversification, will
prompt the government to
invest more in energizing
the economy. As such, it
believes that the city’s eco-
nomy in 2024 will be even
better than this year.

ANTHONY LAM

residential market remains sub-
dued.
Home sales in Macau reboun-
ded, but prices continue to fall.
According to the realtor, the
falling prices show that the hou-

sing market recovery remained
slow and GBA housing prices
are expected to remain under
downward pressure in 2024.

Oliver Tong, general mana-
ger of JLL Macau, indicated that
“Macau implemented adjust-
ments to the property market in
November, including stamp duty
exemptions and relaxed mortgage
loan-to-value ratios for luxury ho-
mes, which will help improve the
sentiment in the luxury property
market.”

The local government has al-
ready announced it will remove
5% stamp duty on residents’ pur-
chase of a second home.

However, home buyers will face
lower mortgage loan offerings.

“Starting next year, buyers
purchasing residential properties
below MOP8 million will need
to undergo the loan affordability
stress test set by the Monetary Au-
thority of Macao, with borrowers
able to obtain a mortgage loan
that covers up to 70% of the pro-
perty value, which is lower than
the existing 90% or 80% mortgage
loan options,” he added, as cited
in the report.

Previously, the realty agency
had called on the government to
drop some of the existing market-
cooling measures to help with
economic revival.

The call was based on the as-
sumption that in the second half
of this year, real property prices in
Macau would see an average drop
of 5% from the level that is already
10% short of the historical high.
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Macau and China win at first
Asia & GBA Racing Festival

RENATO MARQUES

OCAL and mainland Chi-

nese racers won several

racing categories over the

weekend at the first Asia
& Greater Bay Area (GBA) Racing
Festival at the Macau Internatio-
nal Karting Circuit in Coloane.

The final day of the three-day
racing event yesterday saw Macau
racers securing victories in two of
the four racing categories (KZ and
Rok GP Junior), while mainland
racers won in the X30 Senior 125
Class (Karts) and the GBA Motor-
cycle Cup 150cc.

In Sunday’s first race, the KZ
karting category, the final win
went to Macau’s Cheong Man Hei
after fierce competition with local
racer Gongalo Ferreira.

Ferreira started in pole posi-
tion and dominated most of the
race except for some brief mo-
ments when Cheong took the
lead.

But in the last lap, Cheong
made a decisive move on turn 2
and overtook Ferreira, who could
not strike back due to neck pain.

Hong Kong's Anson Liu came
third in the final race.

Among the youngest racers
in the Rok GP Junior category,
Cheang Wai Cheng won, followed
by Chen Cheok Lam and Chan
Seong Lai.

This was their first real race af-
ter obtaining karting racing licen-
ses. The race followed training at
the Coloane Circuit Karting Aca-
demy with two local racers, Jodo
Carlos Afonso and Cheong Chi
On, among others.

Mainland racers dominated
the only motorcycle race reserved
for Sunday. Other motorcycle ca-
tegories took place on Saturday.

RENATO MARQUES
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The GBA Motorcycle Cup
150cc, which runs as a single-
-make category using CFMOTO
NK150 motorcycles, was proba-
bly the least interesting race from
the program.

Still, the category’s winner was
unclear until the very last lap
when Liang Yuhua in the moto
number 10 overtook Gao Ziang
(moto number 3) to see the che-
ckered flag.

The duo made the race an al-
most one-on-one duel, with the
racers following then running
with comfortable gaps between
one another and keeping their
positions until the end without

@ Ay RAER SACTHD FESTHAL

any major challenge.

Another mainland racer, Chen
Zekai, finished third in this race.

The first non-mainland racer,
Macau’s Alvaro Mourato, finished
fifth.

Mourato is a former racer who
accepted the Automobile General
Association Macao-China’s invi-
tation to don his leathers and hel-
met and relive golden times.

In the last race of the day, whi-
ch had the most international
participants, China’s Chan Yu Tsai
won with a comfortable lead in
the X30 Senior 125 Class. Starting
at the front of the pack, Chan ne-
ver relinquished his position.

MUST confers honorary degree on
Japanese writer Haruki Murakami in Tokyo

Macau University of

Science and Techno-
logy (MUST) delegation,
led by Chancellor Dr Liu
Chak Wan, has visited
Tokyo to confer an hono-
rary degree on influen-
tial Japanese writer Ha-
ruki Murakami.

The author of Hear the
Wind Sing, Norwegian
Wood, Kafka on the Sho-
re and 1Q84, Murakami
has received the naming
rights to a library at Wa-
seda University in the Ja-

panese capital, which is
his alma mater.

Murakami expressed
gratitude for the MUST
honor.

He writes stories he
hopes will bring fantasy,
inspiration and creativi-
ty to the world of scien-
ce and technology, even
where they may not have
a direct connection to te-
chnology.

Watanabe Yoshihiro,
executive vice president
of Waseda University,

said he hoped to take
this as an opportunity to
promote exchange and
cooperation between the
two universities.

At the ceremony, Liu
also presented comme-
morative gifts to Mu-
rakami and Yoshihiro.

MUST president Jose-
ph Hun-wei Lee thanked
President Aiji Tanaka of
Waseda University for
the meticulous arrange-
ments made for this vi-
sit. AL

Finishing second was Singa-
pore’s Luke Armstrong who, after
several poor laps, struggled to re-
cover time lost to Chan, having
made the best lap of the race in
the process.

Hong Kong's Liao Yan Yik fi-
nished third, while the Philippi-
nes’ Danzel Waytan came fourth.
As with the motorcycles, the best
local racer was Jodo Carlos Afon-
so in fifth place.

The event was sponsored by
Galaxy Entertainment Group. It
included three other racing even-
ts (all on motorcycles) held Satur-
day and closed the local motors-
ports season.

TOXIC GAS KILLS
FEMALE WORKER

A 26-year-old non-resident
worker has died after inhaling
toxic hydrogen sulfide gasin

the restroom of a restaurant
where she worked, authorities
announced over the weekend.
Last Monday, the employee's
co-worker found her passed out
inthe restroom after 15 minutes.
The public hospital attributed
the cause of death to hydrogen
sulfide poisoning.

TOP COURT
OVERRULES CIVIL
SERVANT DISMISSAL

Macau's top court has upheld a
middle court judgment overruling
a government decision to dismiss
a civil servant who viewed and/

or printed property registrations
44 times, causing MOP330in
losses to the Legal Affairs Bureau
(DSAJ). The civil servant had also
allowed the owner of arealty
agency to skip queues. The top
court said the government had
failed to prove the civil servant had
benefitted from these actions

or had otherwise damaged the
government'simage. The court
asked whether the damage was
so significant that civil servants'
individual interests and rights
could be sacrificed in the public
interest.

MACAU FLU RATE
STILL LOW, GOV'T
DOCTOR SAYS

Public health doctor and division
head at the Centre for Disease
Controland Prevention (CDC),
Leong lek Hou, has disclosed
that amid a slightincrease in the
numbers of patients with fever or
respiratory symptoms, the local flu
infection rate has gradually fallen
to 8%. Meanwhile, the infection
rate for Covid-19 has also
dropped to nearly 0%. She said
itis unclear when this flu season
will arrive because of the change
inimmune habits after three
years of Covid-19. She suggested
people receive flu shots before
travelling.

MACAU PASS SERVICES
TO EXPAND TO
OVERSEAS E-WALLETS

Macau Pass S.A has announced its
expansion of services to Alipay+
partner e-wallets. The e-wallets
include Tinaba (Italy), OCBC

and Changi Pay (Singapore),

MyPB by Public Bank (Malaysia),
Toss Pay and NAVER Pay (South
Korea) and Hipay (Mongolia).

“This collaboration with seven
overseas e-wallets through
Alipay+ will accelerate the digital
transformation of local businesses
in Macau through innovative one-
stop payment solutions, to create
an interconnected international
digital payment ecosystem for

the Macau market," said Sun Ho,
Chairman and CEO of the local
transport and payment group.
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MOTHER AND SON
ARRESTED FOR SMUGGLING
NARCOTICS BY SWALLOWING

ANTHONY LAM

HE Judiciary Police (PJ])

has arrested two people,
a mother and son, caught
smuggling drugs into Ma-
cau after swallowing them
at home.

The mother is surnamed
Apontecornejo, 53, and a
self-reported businesswo-
man. Her son, Floresapon-
te, 22, is a self-reported mo-
torcycle repairer. Both are
Peruvian.

Police arrested them after
their arrival at the Macau In-
ternational Airport. The po-
lice also believed Macau was
not the ultimate destination
for the narcotics.

The police identified the
two Peruvians during ear-
lier investigations and were
aware they would fly to Ma-
cau from Manila on Dec. 11.

The pair were intercep-
ted upon arrival, and x-rays
revealed the presence of
foreign objects in their bo-
dies.

The two were taken to
the government hospital,
where they were medically
checked and excreted 54
condoms containing nar-
cotics and an oval-shaped
container holding more
narcotics.

Caritas: City facing demand for

ANTHONY LAM

Subsequent inspec-
tions confirmed these to be
1,945.85 grams of cocaine,
valued at approximately
MOP5.38 million.

Further investigation
revealed that on Dec. 8,
the mother swallowed the
oval-shaped container and
three condoms and the son
swallowed the rest. They
headed to Spain the next

day, before continuing to
Hong Kong, Manila and
Macau.

The two had no informa-
tion about their next ins-
tructions.

The mother testified she
had taken the assignment
to repay her 20,000 Peru-
vian Sol’s worth of debt. Her
son admitted to helping his
mother with the debt repay-

inclusive childcare services

STAFF REPORTER

HERE is a signifi-
cant demand for
inclusive childcare
services, according to
Caritas secretary-ge-
neral Paul Pun.
According to Pun,
two Caritas nurseries
can provide inclusi-
ve childcare services
for infants and you-
ng children with mild
special needs, as cited
in aTDM report.
Among them, the
Creche-Vamos a Brin-
car already has 10
children partaking in
its inclusive childcare

ment. They said they were
given USD1,500 for the trip.

Earlier this month and
late last month, the police
intercepted several smug-
gling activities where drugs
were camouflaged in va-
rious products, including
bottled wines. The PJ also
intercepted a case in col-
laboration with the Hong
Kong Police Force.

needs can receive chil-
dcare services with
other children of the
same age and grow
up happily, and other
nurseries will also be
encouraged to launch
services.

Asked about ca-
regivers  workloads,
Pun said caregivers
reported that the in-
troduction of inclusive
childcare services has
strengthened the care-
taking skills and sense
of meaning of caring
for children with disa-
bilities.

Before the pande-
mic, a Times report
had noted that parents
of children with spe-
cial needs — particu-
larly English-speaking
children - have few
options when their
children do not meet

services.
However, the num-
ber of infants and you-

ng children in need
is almost at capacity.
Creche Caritas has al-
ready admitted three

infants
children with special
needs, said Pun.

He hopes that as

and young

Caritas’s nurseries
fully launch inclusi-
ve childcare services,
children with special

the acceptance criteria
of the inclusive educa-
tion system.

LYNZY VALLES

WEATHER
CITY LOGS LOWEST
TEMPERATURE
THIS WINTER

STAFF REPORTER

HE weather station

in Taipa Grande has
logged the lowest tem-
perature since the be-
ginning of winter this
year, recording 9.1 de-
grees Celsius.

The city has felt the
cold weather since Sa-
turday, after weeks of
warm, sunny days.

The Meteorological
and Geophysics Bureau
(SMQG) has forecast sli-
ghtly higher temperatu-
res today and tomorrow;,
up to 19 degrees tomor-
row. However, tempe-
ratures are expected to
drop Wednesday with
a forecast temperature
of about 10 degrees be-
tween the handover day
and the winter solstice.

The SMG did not rule
out a further drop in

AFC CUP

CPK WINS

temperature.

The SMG has predic-
ted cold and dry mor-
nings and evenings for
the next few days, with a
large temperature diffe-
rential between day and
night.

The bureau issued
the yellow cold weather
alert Saturday.

Yesterday afternoon,
the Taipa Grande ob-
servation station recor-
ded the lowest tempe-
rature at 10.5 degrees,
followed by the station
at Fortaleza do Monte at
10.9 degrees.

The average at all 10
stations was 11.4 C de-
grees.

“It is expected to be
cold in Macau on Dec.
18 (today). The public
is advised to wear more
clothes to keep warm,”
the SMG noted.

4-1 AT HOME

OCAL football club

MUST Chao Pak Kei
(MUST CPK) bid fa-
rewell to the 2023 Asian
Football Confederation
(AFC) Cup campaign,
defeating Taiwan’s Tai-
nan City FC4-1 athome
on Thursday evening.

Despite five losses
in five games, the local
team had an amazing
Matchday 6 at Taipa’s
Olympic Stadium, de-
feating the Taiwanese
side thanks to four goals
from Nicholas Torrdo at
minutes 39, 62, 76, and
78.

Tainan City managed
a single goal courtesy
of Chen Wei-jen at the
82nd minute, bringing

the final score to 4-1.

This win added an
unexpected twist to
Group I's conclusion.

Before the match, it
appeared Tainan City
FC would defeat MUST
CPK and advance to the
next stage, as Mongo-
lia’s FC Ulaanbaatar had
won 2-1 over Taichung
Futuro FC.

However, Taichung
Futuro FC defeated FC
Ulaanbaatar, although
both finished with 12
points.

The two will pro-
gress to the knockout
stage, with the draw
held at the AFC House
in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia on Dec. 28. RM
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SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL SPORTING EVENTS

Melco promotes the unique charm of
Macau through “tourism + sports”

ELCO Resorts &

Entertainment con-

tinues to actively

support the SAR
government'’s calls for Macau’s
economic diversification, dyna-
mically promoting the coordina-
ted development of “tourism +
sports” to contribute to the city’s
enhanced status as a world tou-
rism and leisure center.

By hosting large-scale inter-
national sporting events, Melco
highlights its commitment to
providing Macau citizens and
tourists with vibrant tourism and
entertainment experiences to
promote the effect of cross-bor-
der integration, allowing tourists
to immerse themselves in Ma-
cau’s rich and diverse culture,
while developing the city into
Asia’s premier leisure and enter-
tainment destination.

On December 13, Melco tea-
med up with the East Asian Su-
per League (EASL) to present
one of Asia’s top sporting events
to locals and tourists alike at the
Studio City Event Center (SCEC).
Supported by the Sports Bureau
of the Macao SAR Government,
“Melco Style Presents: Clash of
the Champions” featured an in-
tense battle between two of Asia’s
biggest pro basketball teams: Me-
ralco Bolts from the Philippines
Basketball Association (PBA)
and Ryukyu Golden Kings from
Japan’s B.League. The event aims
to promote the diversified deve-
lopment of the tourism industry
and further extend non-gaming
entertainment options for tou-

rists visiting Macau. Guests were
invited to enjoy the game as the
centerpiece of an exciting eve-
ning at the Studio City, where
world-class dining and entertain-
ment options were also available.

“EASL is excited to be working
with Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment to bring elite East Asian
basketball back to the vibrant
city of Macau,” said EASL CEO
Mr. Matt Beyer.

“Melco is committed to de-
livering diversified world-class
entertainment options to our
guests,” said Mr. Kevin Benning,
Senior Vice President and Pro-
perty General Manager of Stu-
dio City. “We are thrilled to be
working with EASL to entertain
sports fans with premier Asian
basketball at Studio City as we
strive to help enhance the com-
petitiveness of Macau’s tourism

MELCO STYLE PRESENTS
MACAU SNOOKER MASTERS
2023.12.22-12.24
STUDID CITY EVENT CENTER

industry through ‘tourism + spor-
ts’ integration.”

Additionally, “Melco Style
Presents: 2023 Macau Masters
Snooker Tournament”, orga-
nized by Victoria Snooker Aca-
demy UK and fully supported by
the Sports Bureau of Macao SAR
Government to develop the local
sports industry and establish an
international sporting image for
Macau, will be hosted at Melco’s
SCEC from December 22-24. The
project aims to elevate the level of
snooker events in Macau through
the tournament, to develop the
sports industry and promote the
integrated development of “tou-
rism + sports” in Macau to con-
tribute to the government’s goal
of achieving economic diversifi-
cation. It aims to develop the city
as an international platform for
exchange while reinforcing the

region’s influence globally in the
sporting world.

The highly anticipated event
has attracted the participation of
outstanding players from around
the world, including Luca Brecel,
winner of 2023 World Snooker
Championship, ranked second
in the world; Mark Selby, cur-
rently ranked fifth in the world
and highly popular among fans;
John Higgins, ranked ninth and
known for his numerous cen-
tury breaks; Allister Carter, the
champion of the 2023 Snooker
German Masters and making his
first appearance in Macau; Bar-
ry Hawkins, the champion of
the 2023 European Masters; and
Thepchaiya Un-Nooh, the run-
ner-up of the 2023 Six-Red Wor-
ld Championship and a popular
Asian player.

The six popular snooker mas-

ters will compete for cham-
pionship in group format at the
globally anticipated event, provi-
ding an intense and exciting per-
formance for the live audience
under SCEC’s electrifying atmos-
phere.

Last month, Melco was also
one of the major sponsors of the
Macau Grand Prix this year, fully
supporting this historical, locally
branded annual international
sporting event. Mr. Clarence
Chung, Board Director of Melco
Resorts & Entertainment, said,
“We are thankful to the SAR go-
vernment and all contributing
organizations for their efforts in
once again bringing this series
of exciting world-class events to
racing fans around the world.
Now in its 70th year, the Macau
Grand Prix reaches a new miles-
tone, further enhancing the city’s
status in the international spor-
ting arena. Melco will continue
to proactively work with the SAR
government to attract tourists
from home and abroad by show-
casing Macau’s unique charm
through “tourism + sports”, pro-
moting economic diversification
and development through in-
creased tourism spending.”

To further enable tourists and
residents to experience the exci-
tement of the Macau Grand Prix,
Melco presented the Mount For-
tress at High-Speed event at the
city’s renowned UNESCO World
Heritage Site for two weeks be-
tween November 10 to 23 to pro-
mote Macau’s vibrancy and ima-
ge as a tourism-friendly city. The
event offered two racing-themed
photo areas for visitors to take
photos with model racing cars
and experience the speed and
passion of motorsports. A deco-
rative camping and resting area,
together with food stalls offering
racing-themed light bites were
also available, while Grupo de
Dancas e Cantares de Macau per-
formed Portuguese folk dances.
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Economy

is forecast to slow

sharply in 2024, the World Bank
says, calling recovery ‘fragile’

ZEN SOO & ELAINE
KURTENBACH, HONG KONG

HINAS economy grew
at a 5.2% pace in the
first three quarters of the
year and showed signs of
improvement in November, with
factory output and retail sales ri-
sing, the government said Friday.

But investments in property
sank 9.4%, the National Bureau of
Statistics said, indicating the real
estate sector has yet to recover
from a crisis that has led dozens of
developers to default on hundreds
of billions of dollars in debts.

The world’s second-largest eco-
nomy is still contending from the
setbacks of the COVID-19 pande-
mic, among other shocks, dogged
by weakness in the property sec-
tor and in global demand for Chi-
na’s exports, high debt levels and
wavering consumer confidence.

The 10.1% jump in retail sales
in November from a year earlier,
up from a 7.6% jump in October,
showed a glimmer of hope given
that sluggish consumer spending
has been a key factor hindering a
stronger recovery.

But it's unclear if it will be sus-
tained. A survey of factory pur-
chasing managers, called the pur-

Beijing

AP PHOTO

Workers sweep snow into a manhole near a decoration setup ahead of the N

Christmas festival at a mall in Beijing

chasing manager index, or PMI,
showed a slightly bigger contrac-
tion in factory activity compared
with October, a fact that statistics
bureau spokesperson Liu Aihua
said was partly due to the fact that

some industries were entering
their usual off season after holiday
production rushes.

But Liu added that “at the
same time there is insufficient
market demand.” Liu told repor-

defends bounties offered

for Hong Kong dissidents abroad

ters in Beijing.

“Looking to the future, the in-
ternal and external environment
facing our country’s development
is still complex and severe,” Liu
said. “To further promote econo-
mic recovery, we need to overco-
me some difficulties and challen-
ges.”

Chinas economy has the ad-
vantages of a vast market of 1.4
billion people and an advanced
industrial base, he said.

Friday’s report followed an
update Thursday from the Wor-
Id Bank that forecast that 5.2%
annual growth this year will slow
to 4.5% next year and to 4.3% in
2025.

Chinas economy has yoyoed
in the past few years, with growth
ranging from 2.2% in 2020 to 8.4%
in 2021 and 3% last year. Stringent
limits on travel and other activi-
ties during the pandemic hit ma-
nufacturing and transport. Job
losses due to those disruptions
and to a crackdown on the tech-
nology sector, combined with a
downturn in the property indus-
try, have led many Chinese to ti-
ghten their purse strings.

Pockets of strength have kept
the economy growing at a pace
matching the government’s target

AP PHOTO

for about 5% growth this year, hel-
ped by robust exports of indus-
trial machinery, mobile phones
and vehicles.

Factory output rose 6.6% in
November compared with a year
earlier, the statistics bureau re-
ported. That was the strongest
growth since September 2022.

Most of the jobs created during
China’s recovery have been low-
-skilled work in service industries
with low pay, it noted. Chinese
also are cautious given the threa-
dbare nature of social safety nets
and the fact that the population
is rapidly aging, putting a heavier
burden for supporting elders on
younger generations.

“The outlook is subject to con-
siderable downside risks,” the re-
port said, adding that a prolonged
downturn in the real estate sector
would have wider ramifications
and would further squeeze al-
ready strained local government
finances, as meanwhile softer glo-
bal demand is a risk for manufac-
turers.

China’s leaders addressed such
issues in their annual Central Eco-
nomic Work Conference earlier
this week, which set priorities for
the coming year, but state media
reports on the gathering did not
provide specifics of policies.

Real estate investment has
fallen by 18% in the past two
years, the World Bank report said.
It said the value of new property
sales fell 5% in January-October
from a year earlier while new pro-
perty starts dropped more than
25%. The slowdown was worst
in smaller cities that account for
about 80% of the market in the
country of 1.4 billion people.
MDT/AP

HINA on Friday de-

fended controversial
bounties offered for the
capture of Hong Kong dissi-
dents who have fled abroad
that have been criticized by
foreign governments and
human rights groups.

Rewards of 1 million
Hong Kong dollars
($128,000) have been offe-
red for information leading
to the capture of 13 oppo-
sition figures accused of
violating the semi-autono-
mous Chinese city’s Natio-
nal Security Law.

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
said China rejected the ou-
tside criticism, saying the
arrest orders were “neces-
sary and justified and ... in
line with international law
and practice.”

Without directly men-
tioning the bounties, Mao
said other countries also
have extraterritorial as-
pects to their laws on na-
tional security, adding that
foreign governments’ su-
pport for those on the list
was merely cover for their
aim of destabilizing Hong
Kong.

“We strongly oppose
and deplore the individual
countries slandering Hong
Kong’s national security
law and interfering in the
judicial system,” Mao told
reporters at a daily briefing.

A day earlier, Hong Kong
police accused another five
overseas-based activists of
violating the National Se-
curity Law imposed by Bei-
jing, and offered rewards
for their arrests.

Mao said the five “en-
dangered national security
by destabilizing Hong Kong
under the guise of demo-
cracy and human rights.”

One of the five, Joey Siu,
is a United States citizen
who was born in North Ca-
rolina and moved to Hong
Kong as a child.

“This morning I, a U.S.
citizen, woke up to the
news that an arrest war-
rant & a HKD $1 million
bounty have been placed
on my head by the Hong
Kong govt. for exercising
my freedoms in my own
country,” Siu posted on the
social media site X, former-
ly known as Twitter.

“More to say later but
for now: I will never be si-
lenced, I will never back
down,” Siu wrote. The poli-

ce notice listed her alleged
crimes as “colluding with a
foreign nation or overseas
forces to endanger national
security.”

U.S. Secretary of Sta-
te Antony Blinken said in
a statement dated Friday
that Hong Kong authorities
displayed their “disregard
for international norms
and human rights in Hong
Kong.”

“We strongly oppose any
efforts to intimidate and
silence individuals who
choose to make the United
States their home and will
not waver in standing up
for those who are targeted
simply for exercising their
human rights,” he said.

The Hong Kong govern-
ment in response said that
the measures taken were

Hong Kong police announce a new list of five Hongkongers that

they want to arrest for alleged national security crimes, at a press
conference in Hong Kong, Friday

“in line with the internatio-
nal practice,” and said no
country should “harbour
criminals nor exonerate
these people with different
excuses.”

The latest arrest warran-
ts were issued for Johnny
Fok and Tony Choi, who
host a YouTube channel
focusing on current affairs,
and pro-democracy ac-
tivists Simon Cheng, Hui
Wing-ting and Joey Siu.
Those on the wanted list
are believed to be living in
self-exile mainly in Britain,

the U.S. and Australia.

In July, Hong Kong war-
ned eight other activists
who now live abroad that
they would be pursued for
life with bounties put on
them. It was the first such
use of bounties under the
security law, and the au-
thorities announcement
drew criticism from Wes-
tern governments.

Police have arrested
people on suspicion of
providing funds for some
of those who have fled
abroad. MDT/AP
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Japan and ASEAN bolster ties
at summit focused on security

MARI YAMAGUCHI,
TOKYO

EADERS from Ja-

pan and the As-

sociation of Sou-

theast Asian Na-
tions, at a special sum-
mit yesterday marking
their 50th anniversary
of friendship, adopted a
joint vision that empha-
sizes security and eco-
nomic cooperation while
respecting the rule of law
amid growing tensions
with China in regional
seas.

Ties between Japan
and ASEAN used to be
largely based on Japa-
nese assistance to the
developing economies,
in part due to lingering
bitterness over Japan’s
wartime actions. But in
recent years the ties have
focused more on security
amid China’s growing as-
sertiveness in the South
China Sea, while Japan’s
postwar pacifist stance
and trust-building efforts
have fostered friendlier
relations.

The leaders, in a joint
statement, called for
strengthening their “mu-
tually beneficial” part-
nership and working
together for peace and
stability in the Indo-Pa-
cific. They also called to
pursue greater prosperi-
ty for the region and to
promote people exchan-
ges among the younger
generations, Kishida told
a joint news conference
with Indonesian Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, this
year’s ASEAN chair.

“We affirm the shared
view to promote a rules-
-based Indo-Pacific re-
gion that is free and open
(and) embraces key prin-
ciples such as ASEAN'’s
unity and centrality, in-
clusiveness (and) trans-
parency,” according to
the joint statement.

The leaders stressed
“respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity,
settlement of differences
or disputes by peaceful
means and renunciation
of the threat or use of for-
ce,” but without identi-
fying China.

The leaders adopted
an implementation plan
for 130 projects. Japan

AP PHOTO
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ASEAN-Japan

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, left, greets Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo upon arrival for the opening session of ASEAN-Japan

-18 DECEMB

-JAPAN

50th YEAR COMMEMORATIVE SUMMI'T
3| TOKYO, JAPAN

Commemorative Summit Meeting at the Hotel Okura Tokyo in Tokyo, yesterday

navy, and the two sides
also agreed to start talks
for a key defense pact
called the Reciprocal Ac-
cess Agreement designed
to smooth their troops’
entry into each other’s
territory for joint military

exercises.

top-level

Later that month, Ja-
pan and Vietnam agreed
to elevate the status of
their relationship to a
comprehensi-
ve strategic partnership,
under which they will
discuss details of a possi-
ble deal to broaden their

defense cooperation.

But ASEAN countries
are not in lockstep in
their stance toward Chi-
na, with which many

La—

Japanese

have strong ties and are
reluctant to choose sides.

say

they are mindful of the
situation and not trying
to get them to choose si-

des.

Japan also hopes to

push forward

energy

cooperation with ASEAN
leaders at a summit for
the Asian Zero Emission

Community

initiative

planned for today, when
Australian Prime Minis-

ter Anthony Albanese is

expected to join online.

MDT/AP

called to step up coo-
peration in security and
defense, while reinfor-
cing support for efforts
in climate change and
investment, including in
the region’s automotive
industry, he said.

“As divisions and con-
frontations deepen and
the world faces compou-
nded crises, Japan will
tackle the issues toge-
ther with ASEAN, which
is the linchpin of a ‘free
and open Indo-Pacific,”
Kishida said. “Based on
our mutual trust, we will
tackle new issues, and
contribute to peace and
prosperity of the region
in order to create a world
where people can benefit
while their dignity is res-
pected.”

Japan adopted a new
security strategy last year
and has been rapidly bui-
Iding up its military and
expanding its military
partnerships to better
counter China’s growing
assertiveness in the re-
gion.

On Saturday, on the si-
delines of the Dec. 16-18
summit, Kishida held a
series of bilateral talks as
Japan seeks to step up bi-
lateral security ties with
ASEAN countries.

Kishida and his Malay-
sian counterpart, Anwar
Ibrahim, signed a 400
million yen ($2.8 million)
deal to bolster Malay-
sia’s maritime security
capability. It is a new Ja-
panese official security
assistance program spe-
cifically for militaries of
friendly nations to help
strengthen their law en-
forcement and security
capabilities.

The assistance inclu-
des provisions of rescue
boats and other equip-
ment to help improve
the military capability of
Malaysia, which sits at a
crucial location on sea
lanes connecting the In-
dian Ocean and East Asia
and serves a vital role in
warning and surveillance
operations for the entire
region.

Separately on Satur-
day, Kishida signed a deal
with Widodo, offering a
grant of up to 9.05 billion
yen ($63.7 million) to
fund Indonesia’s mari-
time security capability
advancement plan and
includes a Japanese-built
large-scale maritime pa-
trol boat.

In November, Japan
announced a provision
of coastal surveillance
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UN peacekeeping chief
welcomes strong support
for its far-flung operations

despite "headwinds

EDITH M. LEDERER,
UNITED NATIONS

HE United Na-

tions peacekeeping

chief says he was

very satisfied with
the strong support of many
countries for its far-flung
operations at a recent minis-
terial meeting, despite “hea-
dwinds and challenges and
problems.”

Jean-Pierre Lacroix, the
undersecretary-general for
peace operations, said in an
interview with The Associa-
ted Press that the biannual
ministerial meeting in Gha-
na’ s capital, Accra, earlier
this month was attended by
nearly 100 countries.

He said that 33 countries
made pledges of 117 military
and police units for the U.N.’s
peacekeeping operations —
and 45 countries made more
than 100 pledges related to
training peacekeepers and
partnerships.

“We had really a strong
level of support towards pea-
cekeeping, which is great ...
and the pledges were very
good,” Lacroix said.

The number of U.N. pea-
cekeepers and staff has fallen
from more than 100,000 wor-
Idwide to 70,000 as missions
have ended, some more suc-
cessfully than others.

There are now 12 pea-
cekeeping operations in
Africa, Asia, Europe and the
Middle East and that number
will drop again following de-
mands by the leaders of Mali
and Congo for U.N. troops to
leave, complaining that the
peacekeepers failed in their
primary mandate to protect
civilians from armed groups.

There had been concern
about continuing support for
U.N. peacekeeping with the
unprecedented  six-month
withdrawal of nearly 13,000
peacekeepers from Mali en-
ding this month, and a recent
agreement on the phased
withdrawal of the more than
14,000-strong force in Congo.

But Lacroix said that there
was a strong recommitment
to U.N. peacekeeping.

During the Accra mee-
ting, he said that ministers
also discussed U.N. efforts

AP PHOTO
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Jean-Pierre Lacroix, UN Under-Secretary General, Peace operations

to address other challen-
ges, including increasing the
number of female peacekee-
pers, safety and security for
troops, misinformation and
disinformation affecting pea-
cekeeping operations and
discipline, which includes
ongoing instances of sexual
exploitation and sexual vio-
lence by peacekeepers.

Paradoxically, he said,
U.N. peacekeeping remains
one of the most supported
U.N. operations, but indivi-
dually, peacekeeping mis-
sions face problems because
of divisions among the 193
member nations -- especially
among the 15 members of
the U.N. Security Council
who must approve and ex-
tend the mandates for pea-
cekeeping missions.

In the list of pledges, La-
croix said, “we probably have
more than what we need.”

But it’s just the beginning
of a process, he stressed, be-
cause the peacekeeping de-
partment he heads must now
work with countries to turn
the pledges into military and
police units that can be de-
ployed, and to start training
missions.

Looking ahead, Lacroix
said that member states and
host countries have the final
say on authorizing new pea-

cekeeping operations and
extending existing missions..

In the vast majority of
cases, Lacroix said that he
believes peacekeeping ope-
rations provide “added value

. even if all peacekeeping
operations are facing a much
more difficult environment
political and security-wise —
all of them, not only in Afri-
ca.”

As for protecting civilians
which the leaders of Mali and
Congo strongly criticized,
Lacroix said that hundreds
of thousands of civilians are
protected every day by U.N.
peacekeepers. And he asked
what would happen if pea-
cekeepers were removed
from Cyprus or the Golan
Heights, which Israel cap-
tured from Syria in the 1967
war — “and you could say the
same thing about many areas
in Africa” and elsewhere.

Usually, Lacroix said, the
U.N. can manage difficulties,
including a degraded level
of security for peacekeeping
missions, host governments
not being fully cooperative,
and fake news about pea-
cekeepers.

But he said that missions
become exceedingly difficult
to sustain or even untenable
when on top of that there is
extremism as in Mali, whi-

ch U.N. peacekeepers aren't
mandated to fight, or regio-
nal conflicts like in the Great
Lakes region of Africa where
its mandate only covered

Congo.
As for the future of pea-
cekeeping, Lacroix said,

“First of all, we're as strong as
the unity and commitment of
our member states is towards
opting for multilateral solu-
tions.”

In Mali, where peacekee-
pers were ordered out, and
in Sudan, where the U.N. po-
litical mission was expelled,
he said, “I think it reflects a
world where basically, there
is less appetite to sort of go
along with the multilateral
option.”

The ministerial meeting
and Lacroix’s interview on
Monday took place as two
major wars raged, in Ukraine
following Russia’s full-scale
invasion in February 2022,
and the Israel-Hamas war,
which began on Oct. 7.

When there is a cessation
of hostilities in both wars,
Lacroix said, under one of
many scenarios, there may
be a need for a third-party
observation mission, and he
said that the U.N. has a good
network of people in many
countries with those capabi-
lities. MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1997 DAWN OF ScoTTISH
PARLIAMENT

A bill giving Scotland its own parliament for the
first time in three centuries has been unveiled in
Glasgow today.

Scottish Secretary Donald Dewar revealed his
blueprint for the future of Scottish politics and
called on the House of Lords not to delay or dis-
ruptits passage into law.

“In well under 300 days we have set in train the
biggest change in 300 years of Scottish history,"
he said.

The bill outlines the parliament described in the
white paper, Scotland's Parliament, published in
July.

It outlines a 129-member Scots parliament to
be set up by the year 2000 with powers tolegisla-
te onall mainstreamissues of national importan-
ce, including health and education.

Following elections in 1999 the majority party
will form an Executive to act as government of
the country.

The parliament, to be based in Edinburgh, will
have the power to vary income tax by 3p in the
pound.

Mr Dewar added: "This bill will give Scotland the
power to boost its self-confidence, economically,
culturally and political.”

He said the Bill had clear backing from Scots,
who overwhelmingly votedin favour of devolution
inareferendumin September.

The Conservative party, which campaigned for
a "no" vote at the referendum, now accepts a
majority of Scots want devolution.

But Tory constitutional affairs spokesman, Mi-
chael Ancram, said: "That does not mean that we
have to accept the Bill as it stands.

“There are areas of major concern such as the
effect on the constitution of the UK as a whole."

Inter-party talks are already under way on how
the bill will be handled.

All' UK citizens aged 20 or over will be eligible
to stand for election to the Scottish Parliament
but only those living in Scotland, or with a main
residence in the country, can vote at the 1999
election.

Thebillwill getits second reading during the first
two days of Parliament's returnin the New Year.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The Scotland Act 1998 was introducedin 1997 and
elections to the Scottish Assemblies were heldin
May 1999.

Donald Dewar became Scotland's First Minister and
later the same month the Scottish parliament met
for the first time.

Devolution Day on 1 July 1999 saw the Scottish
parliament assume its full powers in the presence of
the Queen - to cheers and applause.

But the parliament was plunged into mourning when
Mr Dewar, amuch loved politician described as the
“father of the Scottish nation”, died in October 2000
aged 63.

He had suffered bleeding on the brain following a fall.
His death was marked by warm tributes from around
the world and Scotland.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
ARIES TAURUS PUAVE YOU SPENT ALLTHE ¥ 5 Pope, TM sAVIN'UP FOR A ¥ T JUST RAVE ONE QUESTIONS
ﬁ?‘; ) MONEY GRANDMAGAVEYOU & RAINY DAY, JUST LIKE YOU WRAT AM T SAVING UP TO
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20

SUGGESTED 1 DW

New interests are preoccupying
your time. If you can include
them in your plans, do so. Take
on positions that offer on the job
training or pay for courses related
to the business.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Your partner will be emotionally
unable to cope. Concentrate
on spending quality time
with children. You may be
experiencing emotional turmoil
in regard to your mate.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Consider the source before you
believe what you hear. Don’t
ignore any emotional issues that
could be causing problems. Loans
will be attainable and legal matters
easily taken care of.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

You need a day to rest and relax
with the ones you love. You can
receive recognition for the work
you've done. You may need the
space, but you need the extra cash
more.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Partnerships could be tense. Don’t
push your luck. Communication
will be the source of your
knowledge and you must be sure
to spend time with those who have
more experience.

@ AQUARIUS
o/ Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You have more than enough
on your plate already. Secret
intrigues could get you into

trouble. Your ideas can be put
into action.

GEMINI

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

You will need to spend extra time
sorting through your work. You
should get into some of those
creative hobbies that you always
said you wanted to do.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Good day for romance. Talk
to superiors about problems
that you feel are getting out
of hand. Be cautious handling
tools, machinery, or dangerous
objects.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Someone may be trying to damage
your reputation. Jealousy may
be a contributing factor to your
emotional ups and downs. Listen
to the advice given by those with
experience.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

3=k,

Y/ oc.23Nov.21
Don’t let your mate bully you into
thinking that you owe them your
time and your life. You may be
able to impart knowledge that’s
innovative to those searching for
a new angle.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Expect your workload to be
heavy. You can enjoy doing things
that include children. Try to keep
ahead of the game. Knowledge
can be acquired if you listen.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Be prepared to take advantage
of your good fortune. Put your
energy into home renovations.
You may find that your emotional
partner will not be too eager to
accommodate you.
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MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing -14 -4 fine
Changchun -22 -15 fine
Chengdu 10 cloudy
Chongging 5 8 overcast
Fuzhou 7 16 overcast
Guangzhou 7 14 overcast
Guiyang -1 2 overcast
Haikou 16 25 rain
Hangzhou -1 3 rain
Harbin -27 -19 fine
Hefei -3 0 snow
Nanjing -2 snow
Shanghai 0 rain
Taipei 14 21 cloudy
Wuhan 0 snow.
Hong Hong 19 22 windy
Moscow 1 2 cloudy
Frankfurt 1 overcast
Paris 4 cloudy
London 12 12 cloudy
New York 4 15 thunderstorm
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HKD 2,980,000

Va Fat
HKD 3,980,000 2

Hellene Garden
HKD 11,800/mth

bed 1 bath

| bed 1 bath

3 bed 2 bath



4 MacauDaily mrisaes s
page 10 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
ADVERTISEMENT =% 18.12.2023 mon
.

info@jmlproperty.com jmlmacau jmlprﬂperty

- — 5 4
)

ES
property i

4
—

Wan Keng (Tap.-Seac) VA FAT (Taipa Village)
] 'bed 1 bath e 2 bed 1 bath
96 .20 -miS605 ft? | HKD2:8507000 7700 m2 /830 ft2| HKDE.QBG.ﬂDﬂ

5

Y SR |
") W . "
" AR .
Tot Un (Taipa) « Supreme Flower City (Taipa)

1 bed 1™path : - 4 bed 3 bath 1 car park

4497 m? /495 ft?| HKD2,980,000 19138 m? f 2,060 ft?| HKD22,000/mth

B | —

1

BUY & RENT!

www.jmlproperty.com

HOETFMEEE AR MERmmAEER
For mara Infarmation an advertising laws, please speak to ong

Manhhattan(Taipa)
of our representatives:

3 bed 2 bath
162.58 m* /1,750 ft2|*HKD13,000,000

—~ -1 T . \  Juliet Risdon
Call us! il f) (e3ess0080s

AVENIDA DA PRAIA GRANDE NO.599, EDF. COMERCIAL RODRIGUES, 12 ANDAR C, MACAU B P BB A B M9t sl Sl AW 1258 & License: MI-10001398-6




T

4 MacauDally mrsass® o

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo page 11
mon 18.12.2023 2z SPORTS

A ———
UFC 296

Leon Edwards retains welterwei

ht belt with

unanimous decision over Colby Covington

W.G. RAMIREZ, LAS VEGAS

EON Edwards success-

fully defended his wel-

terweight belt Saturday

night, unanimously ou-
tpointing Colby Covington at UFC
296.

In a bout that hardly lived up to
its billing, Edwards (22-3) showed
poise and patience as he picked
his spots to outclass Covington
(17-4), beating the former interim
champion at his own game.

Rather than using his strengths
on his feet as a striker, Edwards
chose to grapple and counter
whenever Covington took shots
for a takedown.

“It was way easier than expec-
ted,” Edwards said in the postfight
interview. “I'm a mixed martial
artist. I know everyone sees me
as a striker, so it'’s good to go out
there and show different parts of
my game.”

It was an emotionally charged
bout after Covington mentioned
Edwards’ deceased father at the
final pre-fight press conference.

AP PHOTO

UFC welterweight champion Leon Edward

\E‘i\'

ayPo.com x

s, left, celebrates after being declared the winner by unanimous decision over Colby
Covington, right, during the UFC 296 mixed martial arts event, Saturday

Edwards lost his father when
he was a teenager, as he’s previou-
sly explained his dad was shot
and killed in a London nightclub
during a skirmish over money.

Edwards had to be restrained
after Covington’s remarks, but he
got revenge Saturday night.

“It was very difficult,” Edwards

also said. “Last night I spoke to
my mum and she said, ‘Unders-
tand what he said was hurtful but
you need to remember where you
came from.”

After entering the arena draped
in an American flag, Covington
made a pit stop to share a quick
word with former President Do-

nald Trump before stepping into
the octagon.

Trump sat ringside, with UFC
CEO Dana White, musician Kid
Rock and UFC chief business offi-
cer Hunter Campbell.

White shot down the rumor
that Trump would have put the
belt on Covington had he won.

“You guys think Secret Service
would've let Trump get into the
octagon?” White asked.

In the co-main event, Alexan-
dre Pantoja (27-5) successfully
defended his flyweight belt in his
first title defense, winning a una-
nimous decision over Brandon
Royval (15-7).

Pantoja used a methodical
approach by dominating with
his agility and grappling ability to
wear down Royval, the second-
-ranked flyweight in the world.

“I didn’t expect a war like that,”
Pantoja said. “That’s the flyweight
division ... all good fighters. I'm
very happy to represent this divi-
sion.”

It was the second time Panto-
ja beat Royval, the first coming
by way of a second-round sub-
mission with a rear naked choke
during a UFC Fight Night event
on Feb. 6, 2021.

“He evolved so much and he
learned (since) his last fight with
me,” Pantoja said. “He’s gone to
another level. He deserves all my
respect.” MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

T. 2832 2298 / 2832 2229
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed

L e

General Surgery

+ Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Paediatric Surgery :
Paediatrics :

Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

ENT
Cardiology :

t Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

t Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Dr. Weng Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine :
Dietitian

Website: www.peddermacau.com

Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
t Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
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I e s Canada’s national police force said Saturday that a youth was ar-  Officials also said no further information about the youth could be
rested and charged with terrorism-related offenses that allegedly  released due to the suspect’s age.

targeted Jewish people. In a news release, the national police force said it is seeing a con-
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police said the young person arres-  cerning trend of violent extremism and terrorist use of the internet,

ted Friday was charged with facilitating terrorist activity by commu-  including among young people.

nicating instructional material related to an explosive substance. The RCMP urged adults in authority positions to watch for early
The youth is further charged with knowingly instructing a person ~ warning signs of radicalization. Those include dehumanization of

to carry out terrorist activity against “Jewish persons.” others, extreme anti-government attitudes and clear statements of
Police did not release further details about the alleged offenses.  intention to carry out violent acts.

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

‘EXCLUSION LAW'’ AS
PREJUDICED AS ITS
PREDECESSOR

A state law in Florida came into effect in
July, which among other things prohibits
the state’s public universities from offe-
ring anyone living in one of six countries
a contract to do research. One of the coun-
tries is China.

If one of the 12 public colleges and uni-
versities covered by the law want to hire
Chinese graduate students or postdoc-
toral students to work in their labs, they
must get a waiver from the state’s top hi-
gher education body. But how that process
works has not been made clear.

Had Florida Republican Governor Ron
De Santis or any of the lawmakers in the
state any sense of responsibility regarding
Florida’s future, they would carefully read
the letter of more than 280 University of
Florida faculty members, who “urgently
request a timely decision that allows us
to recruit top international graduate stu-
dents with an assistantship, irrespective
of their nationality”.

At their summit on the sidelines of the
APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in San
Francisco in November, the Chinese and
US leaders agreed that the two sides shou-
1d treat each other with respect, maintain
open lines of communication and coo-
perate in areas of shared interest. What
the Florida governor and lawmakers are
doing is the opposite, namely disrespec-
tfully closing lines of communication and
refusing to cooperate in areas of shared
interest.

Florida’s law is a sad indictment of the
mentality of US politicians such as De-
Santis who hold administrative power and
can pass legislation that nakedly discri-
minates against students from China and
other countries that they harbor ideologi-
cal prejudice toward.

The law recalls the Chinese Exclusion Act
1882, which was the first in US history to
place broad restrictions on immigration.
As was the case then, racism and domestic
factors trumped concerns about how the
move would damage relations with China.

The Florida ban was inspired by presi-
dential proclamation 10043 issued by then
president Donald Trump, which denies a
visa to someone who studied at a particu-
lar university whether or not any negative
information exists about the individual.
The policy was introduced despite the
US government already having a long-s-
tanding program to vet potential studen-
ts based on concerns over the transfer
of sensitive technologies. The Joe Biden
administration continues to enforce the
proclamation.

Those critical of such moves say that the
US will lose out on a valuable talent pool
and the financial and scientific contribu-
tions these students would make to the
UsS.

But it seems that the damage such ac-
tions can do to the US’ talent inflow and
the country’s research are of no concern to
US lawmakers such as DeSantis.

These politicians parade such demons-
trations of xenophobic chauvinism as
though they are a badge of honor.

AP PHOTO

LITERATURE

AUTHOR RECEIVES
GERMAN PRIZE IN

SCALED-DOWN FORMAT
AFTER COMPARING GAZA
TO NAZI-ERA GHETTOS

HE Russian-American

writer Masha Gessen
received a German literary
prize Saturday in a cere-
mony that was delayed and
scaled down in reaction to
an article comparing Gaza
to Nazi German ghettos.

The comparison in a re-
cent New Yorker article was
viewed as controversial in
Germany, where govern-
ment authorities strongly
support Israel as a form of
remorse and responsibility
after Adolf Hitler's Germany
murdered up to 6 million
Jews in the Holocaust.

Gessen, who was born
Jewish in the Soviet Union,
is critical of Israel’s treat-
ment of Palestinians.

Reaction to the article
comes as German society
grapples with the fallout
from the Israel-Hamas war,
with both pro-Palestinian
protests and pro-Israel de-
monstrations taking place
in past weeks. German lea-
ders have repeatedly stres-
sed their support for the
country’s Jews and for Israel
as they have denounced an-
tisemitic incidents.

Gessen was originally
due to receive the Hannah
Arendt Prize for Political

Thought on Friday in the
city hall of Bremen, in nor-
thwest Germany, but the
sponsoring  organization,
the Heinrich Boll Founda-
tion, and the Senate of the
city of Bremen withdrew
from the ceremony.

It took place instead in a
different location Saturday
with about 50 guests crow-
ded into a small event room
and with police security, the
German news agency dpa
reported.

In Gessen’s article, tit-
led “In the Shadow of the
Holocaust,” the author ex-
plores German Holocaust
memory, arguing that Ger-
many today stifles free and
open debate on Israel.

Gessen also is critical of
Israel's relationship with
Palestinians, writing that
Gaza is “like a Jewish ghet-
to in an Eastern European
country occupied by Nazi
Germany.”

“The ghetto is being li-
quidated,” the article ad-
ded.

The ghettos in German-
-occupied countries during
World War II were open-air
prisons where Jews were kil-
led, starved and died from
diseases. Those who didn't

perish there were rounded
up and transported to dea-
th camps where they were
murdered, a process called
“liquidation.”

The Boll Foundation,
affiliated with Germany’s
Green party, called the com-
parison “unacceptable.” A
jury decided in the summer
to award Gessen, an outs-
poken critic of Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin, and
the foundation said it wasn’t
canceling the award itself.

Gessen was not available
for comment, a New Yorker
spokesperson said, but the
writer defended the article
in an interview with Politi-
co.

“I'think it is possible to be
very upset about that com-
parison,” Gessen told Politi-
co. “I also think that in this
circumstance, it is morally
necessary and politically
necessary to make this very,
very upsetting compari-
son.”

The award is to honor
people who contribute to
public political thought in
the tradition of Hannah
Arendt, the German-born
American political theorist
who explored totalitaria-
nism. MDT/AP
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Serbia's populist President
Aleksandar Vucic is looking
to further tighten his grip
on power in an election
yesterday that has been
marred by reports of
major irregularities during
atense campaign. The
main contestin the
parliamentary and local
elections is expected to be
between Vucic's governing
right-wing Serbian
Progressive Party, or SNS,
and a centrist coalition that
is trying to undermine the
populists who have ruled
the troubled Balkan state
since 2012.

France Notre Dame
Cathedral gotits rooster
back Saturday, in a pivotal
moment for the Paris
landmark’s restoration.
The installation by a crane
of anew golden rooster,
reimagined as a dramatic
phoenix with licking, flamed
feathers, goes beyond
beingjust a weathervane
atop the cathedral spire.
It symbolizes resilience
amid destruction after
the devastating April
2019 fire — as restoration
officials also revealed an
anti-fire misting system
is being kitted out under
the cathedral's roof.

Chief architect Philippe
Villeneuve, who designed
this new rooster, stated
that the original rooster's
survival signified a ray of
lightin the catastrophe.

Vatican A tribunal
convicted a cardinal

of embezzlement and
sentenced himto 5%
years in prison in one of
several verdicts handed
down in a complicated
financial trial that aired the
city state's dirty laundry
and tested its justice
system. Cardinal Angelo
Becciu (pictured), the first
cardinal ever prosecuted
by the Vatican criminal
court, was absolved of
several other charges and
his nine co-defendants
received a mixed outcome
of some guilty verdicts
and many acquittals of the
nearly 50 charges brought
against them duringa 272
year trial.



