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More on backpage

Japanese nuclear safety 
regulators lifted an 
operational ban yesterday 
imposed on a nuclear plant 
owned by Tokyo Electric 
Power Company Holdings, 
the operator behind the 
Fukushima plant that 
ended in disaster, allowing 
the company to resume 
preparations for restarting 
the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant 
after more than 10 years. 
The decision removes an 
order that prohibited TEPCO 
from transporting new fuel 
into the plant or placing it into 
reactors, a necessary step 
for restarting Kashiwazaki-
Kariwa’s reactors. More on p7

Indonesia Students in 
Indonesia’s Aceh province 
rallied yesterday demanding 
the government drive 
away Rohingya refugees 
arriving by boat in growing 
numbers as police named 
more suspects of human 
trafficking. Over 1,500 
Rohingya, who fled violent 
attacks in Myanmar and 
now are leaving camps in 
neighboring Bangladesh in 
search of better lives, have 
arrived in Aceh off the tip of 
Sumatra since November. 
They have faced some 
hostility from fellow Muslims 
in Aceh.

Australia Wild weather has 
left at least 10 people dead 
in the eastern Australian 
states of Queensland 
and Victoria, officials said 
yesterday. Three men, aged 
48, 59 and 69, were killed 
after a boat with 11 people 
on board capsized in rough 
weather in Moreton Bay 
off the south Queensland 
coast on Tuesday, police 
said. Ambulances took eight 
survivors to a hospital in 
stable conditions. The men 
were aboard the 39-foot 
pleasure craft on an annual 
fishing trip, The Courier Mail 
newspaper reported.
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BEIJING APPROVES 105 
ONLINE GAMES AFTER 
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Macau positioned 
as fifth wealthiest 

region despite 
30% slump in 

purchasing power 
in 2023: Global 

report 
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GLOBAL FINANCE REPORT

Macau’s purchasing power 
in 2023 nearly 30% lower 
than pre-pandemic levels
RENATO MARQUES

A report from Global Finance 
Magazine on the “Richest 

Countries in the World 2023” re-
vealed that Macau’s per capita 
purchasing power this year dro-
pped nearly 30% compared to 
2019 pre-pandemic levels.

Based on data from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and 
World Economic Outlook April 
2023, the annual report noted 
that despite a significant reco-
very, Macau’s performance this 
year is still 28.4% below 2019 
figures, with the region initially 
commencing the year with some 
USD124,670 per capita.

From around the third quarter 
of 2016, Macau led the ranking 
of 193 countries and regions ac-
cording to their gross domestic 
product (GDP) per capita, cor-
rected by the purchase power 
parity (PPP).

Macau’s performance started 
to drop right before mid-2019. 
It ended 2019 in 13th position 
behind Luxembourg, Singapo-
re, Ireland, Qatar, Switzerland, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Norway, Brunei, USA, San Ma-
rino, Hong Kong, and Denmark.

Macau recovered to the seven-
th position in 2021 but dropped 
significantly to the 16th position 
in 2022 with just USD55,714.

A major economic recovery 
fueled by the performance of the 
gaming industry brought Ma-
cau to 5th place globally in 2023, 
with USD89,558.

The ranking is currently led 
by Ireland, followed respectively 
by Luxembourg, Singapore, and 
Qatar ahead of Macau.

The report highlighted the 
severe impact of Covid-19 res-
trictions on the local economy, 
especially on the performance 
of the gaming sector, but noted 
that the sector as a whole is now 
“slowly returning to business as 
usual.”

Notwithstanding this, Macau 
remains the only region on the 
list whose per-capita purcha-
sing power is lower than before 
the global pandemic — down 
by more than USD35,000 today 

compared to USD125,000 in 
2019.

The Global Finance Magazine 
report also notes that some of 
the richest countries and regions 
of the world are also the smallest 
ones, including San Marino, 
Luxembourg, Switzerland, and 
Singapore (which boasts sophis-
ticated financial sectors and tax 
regimes that attract foreign in-
vestment, professional talent, 
and large bank deposits) as well 
as others like Qatar and the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, which have 
large reserves of hydrocarbons 
or other lucrative natural resour-
ces.

The reports noted that Ma-
cau’s “shimmering casinos and 
hordes of tourists are also good 
for business.” As such, the report 
noted that Macau remains one 
of the most affluent states in the 
world despite almost three years 
of intermittent lockdowns and 
pandemic-related travel restric-
tions.

Moreover, it was observed 
that while the GDP-PPP formu-
la incorporates adjustments to 
allow a comparison between 
countries and regions, the GDP-
-PPP figure is an average mea-

sure that does not necessarily 
reflect structural inequalities 
within each country or region, 
which “can easily swing the ba-
lance in favor of those who are 
already advantaged.” 

As such, overall populations 
within high-scoring regions and 
countries may not be visibly be-
tter off than other places worl-
dwide. 

The report also noted that the 
pandemic made some of these 
disparities visible in ways few 
could have predicted.

“Furthermore, the economic 
fallout of lockdowns hit low-paid 
workers harder than those with 
high-paying occupations. This 
in turn fueled a new kind of ine-
quality between those who cou-
ld comfortably work from home 
and those who had to risk their 
health and safety by traveling to 
work. Those who lost their jobs 
because their industries shut 
down entirely found themselves 
without much of a safety net—
large holes in the most celebra-
ted welfare systems in the world 
were exposed.”

As the pandemic subsided, 
“inflation surged globally and 
Russia invaded Ukraine, exacer-

bating the food and oil price cri-
sis.” These factors disproportio-
nately affected lower-income fa-
milies who were forced to spend 
a greater proportion of income 
on necessities.

MIXED FEELINGS 
FROM POPULATION 

The Times surveyed mem-
bers of the public at random, the 
majority of whom reported noti-
cing a decrease in their purcha-
sing power, taking into account 
inflationary pressures and the 
downstream impact on rising 
costs of goods and services. 

Most of those who noticed ri-
sing costs cited an approximate 
increase of 10% between pre-
-pandemic times and the pre-
sent day. Several noted that they 
felt incapable of meeting their 
daily expenses during the pan-
demic.

On the other hand, several 
interviewees said they felt that 
their purchasing power had re-
verted to pre-pandemic levels, 
noting that during 2023 their 
employers had increased wages 
via promotions or approving re-
quests to work overtime, rather 
than direct salary increases.

CTM and MTel 
landline licenses 
extended to 
September 2024

The government announced via 
two Chief Executive Dispatches 
yesterday that the validity of 
communication operators 
CTM and MTel’s landline 
licenses will be extended to 
the end of September next 
year. These licenses cover the 
installation and operation of 
landline networks and services 
and were initially set to expire 
by the year’s end. Recent 
discussions have centered on 
the potential acquisition of the 
network installed by CTM by 
the government to optimize 
and better coordinate the use 
of the strategic equipment, 
without substantial progress.

ZAPE Kun Iam 
statue closed 
for maintenance 
until April

The Kun Iam Ecumenical 
Centre, more commonly 
known as the Kun Iam Statue 
at ZAPE District, is now closed 
for maintenance, which is 
expected to conclude in 
early April next year. The 
closure affects the exhibition 
center, the outdoor ring, and 
the causeway. The Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) noted that 
inquiries can be made by calling 
87919814 between 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. from Tuesdays to 
Sundays. The 50-ton statue is 
made up of approximately 50 
bronze castings, measuring 20 
meters tall.

Tax payments via 
ATM discontinued 
from next year

The government will no longer 
take tax payments from JETCO 
ATMs starting from Jan. 1 
2024. The government has 
rationalized the decision in 
a statement noting that tax 
payments made using the 
Macau Tax or One Account 
apps are both seamless and 
efficient and will advance 
e-governance and promote 
centralized payment systems. 
Meanwhile, tax payers can 
also monitor their tax data and 
obtain receipts in real-time. 
Tax payments can be made 
through the apps by scanning 
the QR code on each tax 
invoice and settling the bills 
using eligible mobile payment 
platforms.
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LYNZY VALLES

MACAU’S economy 
is forecasted to 

experience significant 
growth of between 8.3% 
and 21.0% in 2024, dri-
ven by diversification 
efforts.

The University of Ma-
cau’s (UM) Macroecono-
mic Forecast for Macao 
2024 anticipates an in-
crease in service expor-
ts between 10.3% and 
26.7%, potentially resul-
ting in government reve-
nues between approxi-
mately MOP95.3 billion 
and MOP109.6 billion.

Recovery in visitor 
arrivals became appa-
rent in 2023, particularly 
with Hong Kong arrivals 
reaching 5.95 million be-
tween January and Oc-
tober 2023 (accounting 
for 97.1% of 2019 figures 
in the same period). 

Mainland visitor ar-
rivals reached 15.32 
million between January 
and October 2023, or 
64.4% of the 2019 figures.

Under optimistic pro-
jections – assuming no 
major public health-re-
lated disruptions to Ma-

STAFF REPORTER

DURING the handover 
day, winter solstice and 

Christmas holidays, visitor 
arrivals in Macau reached 
679,584.

Provisional data shows that 
over 456,000 visitors traveled 
to Macau from December 23 
to December 26, an average 
of 114,000 per day. The figu-
re represents a 1.3% increase 
compared to the same period 
in 2019, signaling a robust re-
covery in tourism, according 
to the Macao Government 
Tourism Office.  

According to preliminary 
figures, the average occupan-
cy rate of hotel establishmen-
ts between December 23 to 
December 26 reached 90.8%, 

cau’s social operations 
– the UM research team 
predicts that mainland 
visitor arrivals in 2024 
may return 2019 levels.

A more conservative 
estimate foresees a 5% 
increase in mainland vi-
sitor arrivals over 2023 
numbers for 2024. 

Despite strategic go-
vernment initiatives 
for economic diversifi-
cation, which focus on 
transforming Macau into 

an increase of 2.7 percentage 
points when compared to the 
November average of 88.1%.

From December 20 to 
December 26, the majority 
of the arrivals were from the 
Border Gate and the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai Macao Bridge, 
totaling 225,414 and 202,432 
respectively.

With an array of large-sca-
le activities planned for De-
cember, the tourism bureau 
is confident in drawing more 
tourists to the region. 

The bureau will continue 
to collaborate with other pu-
blic services, tour operators, 
companies and associations 
to enhance tourism offerings 
and elevate service quality 
in anticipation of Lunar New 
Year celebrations in February. 

a global tourism and lei-
sure hub, the UM expec-
ts Macau to face uncer-
tainties over the impact 
of mainland China’s eco-
nomic development in 
2024.

Challenges in the real 
estate market, as well as 
local government and 
corporate debt, may po-
tentially affect residents’ 
income, leading to de-
creased interest and pur-
chasing power for travel 

to Macau. 
An October forecast 

by the International Mo-
netary Fund shows that 
global economic growth 
will slow from 3.5% in 
2022 to 3.0% in 2023, fur-
ther declining to 2.9% in 
2024. Emerging markets 
and developing econo-
mies are projected to ex-
perience a modest decli-
ne in growth, from 4.1% 
in 2022 down to 4.0% in 
both 2023 and 2024.

UM RESEARCH

Economy to surge up to 21% in 2024 
TOURISM
Christmas holiday 
arrivals exceed 
pre-pandemic levels

IAS: Studies underway to formulate next 
phase of women development goals
ANTHONY LAM

D
IRECTOR of Social Wel-
fare Hon Wai reiterated 
that sexual harassment 
was criminalized in 

2017 in response to an inquiry 
made by lawmaker Ella Lei concer-
ning women’s issues. Following a 
discussion on workplace and other 
protections, the social welfare of-
ficial addressed legal protection 
measures, stating that authorized 
departments are empowered to 
handle sexual harassment com-
plaints.

Hon noted that the Macau Wo-
men Development Goals Taskfor-
ce comprises 11 bureaus, highligh-
ting that, as of 2023, 36 short-term 
and 24 mid-term measures outli-
ned in the goals had been succes-
sfully implemented. Meanwhile, 
four out of the 19 long-term mea-
sures have been systematically rol-
led out.

Furthermore, studies are un-
derway to formulate the next pha-
se of the development goals.

Citing the Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DASL), Hon highlighted sti-
pulations in the Labour Relations 
Law pertaining to maternity and 
paternity leave. DSAL emphasized 
the need for a balanced review of 
laws to accommodate both em-
ployee and employer interests.

DSAL says there is an increase 
in training opportunities for wo-
men to account for rising demand 
and provide greater opportunities 
in the workforce.

In another inquiry about 
the social security system by 
lawmaker Wong Kit Cheng, Pre-

sident Iong Kong Io of the Social 
Security Fund (FSS) highlighted a 
monitoring mechanism enacted 
in 2022. This mechanism regular-
ly monitors economic data such 
as the composite consumer price 
index for timely adjustments in 
social security issuance. 

He explained that when eco-
nomic data reaches a certain 
threshold, this may suggest the 
need for an adjustment. Final ad-
justments are made at the discre-
tion of the Chief Executive with 
input from the Social Coordina-
tion Permanent Commission. 
The mechanism itself undergoes 
review every five years, Iong said.

The review of social security 
will consider sustainability of the 
system and the entire beneficiary 
population.

Regarding childbirth incenti-
ves, Iong noted that the birth sub-
sidy is one of several government 
incentives. Other incentives in-
clude the provision for 70 days of 
maternity leave and five days of 
paternity leave.

Iong also highlighted other su-
pportive measures to encourage 
childbirth, including but not limi-
ted to parental training, health-
care, educational subsidies, pre-
-natal preparation and post-natal 
care, as well as counselling and 
mentorship programs.
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SAR requests land 
from Zhuhai for LRT

The local government has 
formally requested the acquisition 
of a land plot from Zhuhai to 
accommodate the east line of the 
Light Rapid Transit (LRT) system. 
In a proposal recently submitted 
to the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, the 
SAR is seeking a 3,700-square-
metre plot of land southeast of 
the Border Gate to construct the 
east line’s railway infrastructure. 
The east line will comprise six 
stations, connecting the Border 
Gate to Taipa.

26 complaints 
against nurseries 

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
has received 26 complaints 
against nurseries this year. During 
yesterday’s TDM radio phone-in 
show, IAS representatives stated 
that an average of 20 complaints 
were received each year. This 
year’s complaints primarily related 
to administrative operations and 
injuries to children. Lawmaker 
Wong Kit Cheng stated that 
the IAS has collaborated with 
various associations to conduct 
childcare training as part of 
efforts to enhance the academic 
qualifications and skills of new 
childcare workers.
	

Macau donates 
MOP30m to Gansu 
and Qinghai

Macau has announced a 
donation of 30 million patacas 
to assist earthquake-affected 
areas in northwest China’s 
Gansu and Qinghai provinces. 
Ho Iat Seng, Chief Executive 
of the SAR, said the Macau 
government is committed to 
providing disaster relief work in 
the two provinces. He expressed 
the hope for a swift return to 
normalcy for residents in the 
affected areas. A 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake struck the Jishishan 
County of the Linxia Hui 
Autonomous Prefecture in 
Gansu last week.

China releases 
action plan to 
boost business 
environment in GBA

A three-year action plan was 
released earlier this week by 
China’s economic planning body 
aimed at fostering a world-leading 
business environment within the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area. Sources within 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission said the 
move is aimed at deepening 
cooperation within the area and 
enhancing market integration and 
international competitiveness in 
the Greater Bay Area. After three 
years of hard work, the Greater 
Bay Area is expected to be at 
the global forefront for business 
competitiveness, according to 
the plan.

CRIME

Two hit-and-run cases solved

GBA

CE pledges efforts to achieve initial 
2024 goals in Hengqin plan
CHIEF Executive Ho 

Iat Seng highlighted 
the significance of the 
plan to boost the deve-
lopment of the Guang-
dong-Macao in-depth 
cooperation zone in Hen-
gqin and its role in contri-
buting to the long-term 
prosperity and stability of 
Macau, as well as its inte-
gration into overall natio-
nal development.

The plan, unveiled last 
week by China’s National 
Development and Reform 
Commission, along with a 
plan for the Qianhai Shen-
zhen-Hong Kong Modern 
Service Industry Coope-
ration Zone in Shenzhen, 
will serve as catalysts for 
the industrial diversifica-
tion and long-term deve-

lopment of Macau.
The Macay SAR go-

vernment will leverage 

opportunities arising 
from the development 
of Hengqin and Qianhai 

that align with Macau’s 
economic diversification 
plan. Leveraging Macau’s 

strategic location, the in-
tention is to further pro-
mote the coordinated de-
velopment of Macau and 
the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area.

The Hengqin plan sets 
specific development 
goals for the Hengqin in-
-depth cooperation zone 
to develop new indus-
tries and open up new 
systems in the zone. In 
doing so, Ho outlined, it 
will expand opportunities 
to develop Macau busi-
nesses and enhance the 
work and life prospects of 
Macau residents.

He pledged that the go-
vernment would invest in 
efforts to achieve goals set 
for the first stage by 2024, 
inject new momentum 
into the sustainable so-
cioeconomic development 
of Macau, and promote the 
successful practices of One 
Country, Two Systems with 
Macau characteristics. 
MDT/XINHUA

ANTHONY LAM

THE Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) has solved two 

hit-and-run cases involving mo-
torcyclists, according to the poli-
ce’s social media page.

The investigations for both 
cases were triggered by reports 
lodged by the complainants.

The first complaint was brou-
ght by a taxi driver, whose taxi 
was reportedly hit on the right 
side by a passing motorcycle 
while it was stopping at a traffic 
light on Avenida de Sacadura Ca-
bral.

When the traffic light turned 
green, the motorcyclist drove 
away and disappeared.

The police reviewed sur-
veillance camera footage and 
identified a male suspect, who 
admitted to overtaking a taxi at 
the relevant location. However, 
he reported that he had not felt 
any impact due to the heavy traf-
fic and noise in the area. 

The second case concerned a 
motorcyclist who had reportedly 
hit the back of a car on Avenida 
Leste do Hipodromo. The com-
plainant told the police that the 
motorcyclist drove away.

Upon interrogation, the mo-
torcyclist admitted to hitting the 
car but claimed neither personal 
injury nor damage to the motor-
cycle. The hit vehicle also repor-
tedly departed the scene.

Both motorcyclists were char-
ged with the crime of evasion of 
responsibilities.

The police reminded the pu-

blic that any traffic accidents 
must be reported to the police.

In another case, the PSP cau-
ght a driver driving under the 
influence of alcohol. During rou-
tine traffic inspections, officers 
observed a heavy motorcycle 
being ridden on the sidewalk. 
The police administered a breath 
test that yielded a reading of 2.14 
g/L blood alcohol reading, sur-
passing the permitted legal limit.

The motorcyclist, a local resi-
dent in their thirties, admitted to 
consuming alcoholic beverages 
during a dinner in Zhuhai the 
same day. If convicted, the mo-
torcyclist will face a maximum 
punishment of one year in pri-
son and a three year driving sus-
pension.

The Judiciary Police (PJ) an-
nounced yesterday that an illegal 
immigration syndicate had been 
dismantled in a joint operation 
with the mainland police. In Ma-
cau, five suspects, all mainland 
residents, were arrested. Among 
them, three are believed to be 
part of the syndicate, while two 
were “service buyers.”

Around 1 p.m. on Tuesday, PJ 
inspectors observed a person 
lingering suspiciously near the 
Inner Harbour before a ship ber-
thed near Pier 21. Another per-
son disembarked from the ship 
to chat with that person, and 
were both intercepted by the PJ.

The PJ searched the ship 
jointly alongside customs offi-
cers, where they arrested ano-

ther three suspects and impoun-
ded the ship. 

It was revealed that the a 
member of the syndicate was 
stationed on land to coordinate 
and lead the operations, while 
each service user was charged 
RMB55,000.

Subsequent investigation re-
vealed that the two service users 
were banned from entering Ma-
cau for three years in 2022 due 
to convictions for making false 
declarations and document for-
gery. They revealed to the police 
that they sought to enter Macau 
for casino gambling and illegal 
currency exchange activities.

The mainland police arres-
ted three suspects, all mainland 
men.
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Whisky wooing young Chinese 
away from ‘baijiu’ as top 
distillers target a growing market
A 

distillery in southwes-
tern China is aiming 
to tap a growing taste 
among young Chinese 

for whisky in place of the tradi-
tional “baijiu” liquor used to toast 
festive occasions.

The more than $100 million 
distillery owned by Pernod Ricard 
at the UNESCO World Heritage 
site Mount Emei launched a pure-
-malt whisky, The Chuan, earlier 
this month.

The French wine and spirits 
group says it is produced using 
traditional whisky-making te-
chniques combined with Chi-
nese characteristics including 
locally grown barley and barrels 
made with oak from the Changbai 
mountains in northeastern Chi-
na.

“Chinese terroir means an ex-
ceptional and unique environ-
ment for aging, including the wa-

ter source here — top-notch mi-
neral water. The source of water at 
Mount Emei is very famous,” says 
Yang Tao, master distiller at the 
distillery.

A centuries-old drink, whisky is 
relatively new to China, but there 
are already more than 30 whisky 
distilleries in the mainland, accor-

ding to the whisky website Billion 
Bottle.

Whisky consumption in China, 
as measured by volume, rose at a 
10% compound annual growth 
rate from 2017 to 2022, according 
to IWSR, a beverage market analy-
sis firm. Sales volume is forecast 
to continue to grow at double di-

git rates through 2028, according 
to Harry Han, an analyst with 
market research provider Euro-
monitor International.

“We see huge potential for 
whisky here in China. It is a pro-
duct which is developing very 
nicely, very strongly,” said Alexan-
dre Ricard, chairman and CEO 
of Pernod Ricard. “We do believe 
that the Chinese have developed 
a real taste, particularly for malt 
whisky.”

Raymond Lee, founder of the 
Single Malt Club China, a whisky 
trading and distribution company 
in Beijing, said whisky has beco-
me more popular as the economy 
has grown.

“As the economy develops and 
personal income increases, many 
people are pursuing individuality. 
In the past we all lived the same 
lives. When your economic con-
ditions reach a certain level, you 

will start to seek your own indivi-
duality. Whisky caters just to the 
consumption mindset of these 
people. And its quality is very dif-
ferent from that of other alcoholic 
drinks,” he says.

On a recent Friday night at a 
bar in Beijing, 28-year-old Sylvia 
Sun, who works in the music in-
dustry, was enjoying a whisky on 
the rocks.

“The taste of it lingers in your 
mouth for a very long time. If I 
drink it, I will keep thinking about 
it the rest of tonight,” she said.

Lee, who has been in the in-
dustry for more than 35 years, 
said the whisky boom is largely 
driven by younger Chinese who 
are more open to Western cultu-
res and lifestyles than their paren-
ts’ generation was.

More than half of China’s 
whisky consumers are between 18 
and 29 years old, according to an 
analysis based on data from the 
e-commerce channel of Billion 
Bottle, which has more than 2 
million registered users.

“Now the country is more and 
more open, and there are increa-
sing opportunities to go abroad, 
and they have absorbed different 
kinds of cultures. They also have 
the courage to try new things. 
When they try something new — 
for example whisky — they realize 
that it’s very different from China’s 
baijiu. Whisky may be easier for 
them to accept,” Lee said. MDT/AP
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CHINA 中國

Gov’t sanctions a US research 
firm and two individuals over 
reports on human rights 

Beijing approves 105 online games 
after draft curbs trigger massive losses
ELAINE KURTENBACH, 
BANGKOK

CHINA’S press and pu-
blications authority has 

approved 105 new online ga-
mes, saying it fully supports 
the industry after proposed 
curbs caused massive los-
ses last week for investors in 
major games makers.

The National Press and 
Publication Administra-
tion issued a statement on 
its WeChat social media 
account Monday saying 
the approvals by the Game 
Working Committee of 
China Music and Digital 
Association were “positi-
ve signals that support the 
prosperity and healthy de-
velopment of the online 
game industry.”

Tencent’s “Counter War: 

Future” and NetEase’s “Fi-
refly Assault” were among 
games approved.

Draft guidelines for cur-
bs on online gaming had 
caused share prices of video 

game makers like Tencent 
and Netease to plunge on 
Friday, causing losses of 
tens of billions of dollars 
and dragging Chinese ben-
chmarks lower.

The administration’s gui-
delines said online games 
would be banned from of-
fering incentives for daily 
log-ins or purchases. Other 
restrictions include limiting 

how much users can re-
charge and issuing warnin-
gs for “irrational consump-
tion behavior.”

Last week, Netease’s Nas-
daq-traded shares fell 16.1% 
while it’s Hong Kong-traded 
shares sank 25%. Tencent’s 
closed 12% lower. Huya 
Inc., a smaller online games 
maker, lost 10.7% on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
Overall, the companies lost 
tens of billions of dollars in 
market value.

Hong Kong’s market 
was closed Monday for the 
Christmas holiday. Share 
prices in Shanghai were flat.

The Press and Publica-
tion Administration said 
that in 2023, 1,075 game 
version numbers had been 
issued, of which 977 were 
domestically produced and 
98 were imported.

It also cited a “2023 China 
Game Industry Report” that 
it said showed sales revenue 
for the domestic online ga-
mes market exceeded 300 
billion yuan ($42 billion) in 

2023, with the number of 
people playing the games 
reaching 668 million.

“The Game Working 
Committee hopes that 
member units will take this 
opportunity to launch more 
high-quality products, pro-
mote high-quality develo-
pment of the online game 
industry, and contribute to 
promoting cultural prospe-
rity and development and 
building a culturally power-
ful country,” it said.

China has taken various 
measures against the onli-
ne games sector in recent 
years.

In 2021, regulators limi-
ted the amount of time chil-
dren could spend on games 
to just three hours a week, 
expressing concern about 
addiction to video gaming. 
Approvals of new video ga-
mes were suspended for 
about eight months but 
resumed in April 2022 as a 
broader crackdown on the 
entire technology industry 
was eased. MDT/AP

C
HINA says it is banning 
a United States resear-
ch company and two 
analysts who have re-

ported extensively on claims of 
human rights abuses committed 
against Uyghurs and other Mus-
lim minority groups native to the 
country’s far northwestern region 
of Xinjiang.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning was quoted as an-
nouncing yesterday [Macau time] 
that Los Angeles-based research 
and data analytics firm Kharon, 
its director of investigations, Ed-
mund Xu, and Nicole Morgret, a 
human rights analyst affiliated 
with the Center for Advanced De-
fense Studies, would be barred 
from traveling to China. Also, any 
assets or property they have in 
China will be frozen and organi-
zations and individuals in China 
are prohibited from making tran-
sactions or otherwise coopera-
ting with them.

In a statement on the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs website, Mao 
said the sanctions against the 
company, Xu and Morgret were 
retaliation for a yearly U.S. gover-
nment report on human rights in 
Xinjiang. Uyghurs and other na-
tives of the region share religious, 
linguistic and cultural links with 
the scattered peoples of Central 

Asia and several groups have long 
“resented the authorities’ heavy-
-handed control and attempts to 

assimilate them with the majori-
ty Han ethnic group.”

In a paper published in June 

2022, Morgret wrote, “The Chi-
nese government is undertaking 
a concerted drive to industria-

lize the Xinjiang Uyghur Auto-
nomous Region (XUAR), which 
has led an increasing number of 
corporations to establish manu-
facturing operations there. This 
centrally-controlled industrial 
policy is a key tool in the gover-
nment’s efforts to forcibly assi-
milate Uyghurs and other Turkic 
peoples through the institution 
of a coerced labor regime.”

Such reports draw from a wide 
range of sources, including in-
dependent media, non-govern-
mental organizations and groups 
that may receive commercial and 
governmental grants or other ou-
tside funding.

China has long denied such 
allegations, saying the large-sca-
le network of prison-like facilities 
through which passed hundreds 
of thousands of Muslim citizens 
were intended only to rid them of 
violent, extremist tendencies and 
teach them job skills. 

China says the camps are all 
now closed, but many of their 
former inmates have reportedly 
been given lengthy prison sen-
tences elsewhere. Access to the 
region by journalists, diplomats 
and others is tightly controlled, 
as is movement outside the re-
gion by Uyghurs, Kazaks and 
other Muslim minorities.

“By issuing the report, the 
United States once again spread 
false stories on Xinjiang and ille-
gally sanctioned Chinese officials 
and companies citing so-called 
human rights issues,” Mao was 
quoted as saying.

“If the United States refuses 
to change course, China will not 
flinch and will respond in kind,” 
Mao was quoted as telling repor-
ters at an earlier news briefing. 
MDT/AP

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning gestures during a press conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Beijing, on July 26, 2023
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, holds a year-end plenary meeting of the ruling Workers’ Party in Pyongyang, 
North Korea, Tuesday
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NORTH KOREA

Kim boasts of achievements as he 
opens key year-end political meeting

JAPAN

Court only holds utility responsible to compensate 
Fukushima evacuees and reduces damages
MARI YAMAGUCHI, 
TOKYO 

A Tokyo court has ruled 
that only the operator 

of the tsunami-wrecked 
Fukushima nuclear power 
plant had to pay damages 
to dozens of evacuees, re-
lieving the government of 
responsibility. Plaintiffs 
criticized the ruling as beli-
ttling their suffering and the 
severity of the disaster.

The Tokyo High Court 
also slashed the amount to 
half of a lower court’s de-
cision, ordering the Tokyo 
Electric Power Company 
Holdings, known as TEPCO, 
to pay a total of 23.5 million 
yen ($165,000) to 44 of the 
47 plaintiffs.

Tuesday’s ruling backpe-
daled from an earlier deci-
sion in March 2018, when 
the Tokyo District Court 
held both the government 
and TEPCO accountable 
for the disaster, which the 
ruling said could have been 
prevented if they both took 
better precautionary mea-
sures, ordering both to pay 
59 million yen ($414,400) in 
damages.

Motomitsu Nakagawa, 
a lawyer representing the 
plaintiffs, said he was infu-
riated by the high court ru-
ling, which he called a “copy 
and paste” of an earlier Su-
preme Court decision re-
lieving the government of 
responsibility.

The decision comes at a 

time when Japan’s govern-
ment is trying to accelerate 
reactor restarts to maximi-
ze nuclear energy to meet 
decarbonization targets, 
while seeking to tone down 
the impact of the nuclear 
disaster 13 years ago, and 
its memory gradually fades.

Three reactors at the 
Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear plant melted after a 
magnitude 9.0 earthquake 
and tsunami hit on March 
11, 2011, releasing massive 
amounts of radiation in the 
area and displacing more 
than 160,000 people at one 
point. About 27,000 of them 
are still unable to return 
home.

The government has 
pushed for the deconta-

mination of affected areas 
and the reopening of no-go 
zones, and has urged eva-
cuees to return to their ho-
mes while cutting back su-
pport for them. The gover-
nment-set compensation 
program, which is mostly 
based on distance from 
the plant and radiation le-
vels, has triggered divisions 
and discrimination among 
communities.

The dispute centers on 
whether the government 
could have foreseen the risk 
of a massive tsunami, and 
whether the disaster could 
have been averted if the go-
vernment had ordered the 
utility to take precautions.

In the ruling, judge Hiro 
Misumi said the flooding 

of the plant because of the 
tsunami wasn’t preven-
table even if the industry 
ministry used its authority 
and ordered the utility to 
enhance a seawall based on 
a tsunami estimate at that 
time.

The decision is among 
the four rulings that appa-
rently came in line with the 
June 2022 Supreme Court 
decision that said the go-
vernment wasn’t liable for 
the disaster and that the di-
saster from a tsunami that 
high wasn’t foreseeable or 
preventable.

Nakagawa, the lawyer 
for the plaintiffs, said the 
ruling takes the disaster-
-hit residents’ suffering 
lightly, and the reduction 

of the amount of compen-
sation is also tantamount 
to saying that the operator 
can get away with paying 
only that much damage in 
a disaster.

He said that he planned 
to discuss a possible appeal 
to the Supreme Court after 
consulting with his clients.

Yuya Kamoshita, who has 
evacuated to Tokyo from 
Iwaki, south of the Fukushi-
ma Daiichi plant with his 
family, said the ruling was 
unacceptable because it 
trivialized the evacuees’ su-
fferings, and failed to hold 
the government accounta-
ble even though the nuclear 
power plant was operated 
as part of the national ener-
gy policy. MDT/AP

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un praised 
what he called achie-
vements and victo-

ries that strengthened national 
power and boosted the coun-
try’s prestige this year, as he 
opened a key political meeting 
to set new policy goals for 2024, 
state media reported yesterday.

Experts said that during this 
week’s year-end plenary mee-
ting of the ruling Workers’ Party, 
North Korea would likely hype 
its progress in arms develop-
ment because the country lacks 
economic achievements amid 
persistent international sanc-
tions and pandemic-related 
economic hardships.

In his opening-day speech at 
the meeting that began Tuesday, 
Kim defined 2023 “as a year of 
great turn and great change both 
in name and reality, in which 
(North Korea) left a great trace 
in the glorious course of develo-
pment in the efforts to improve 
the national power and enhan-
ce the prestige of the country,” 
according to the official Korean 
Central News Agency.

KCNA said North Korea 
achieved a rapid advancement 
in its defense capabilities this 
year in the wake of the launch 
of its first military spy satellite in 

November and the introduction 
of other sophisticated weapons.

KCNA said North Korea also 
reported a rare good harvest 
this year as the country finished 
building new irrigation systems 
ahead of schedule and met ma-
jor agricultural state objectives. 
It said that modern streets, new 
houses and other buildings were 
built in Pyongyang and elsewhe-
re across the country.

According to a recent asses-
sment by South Korea’s state-
-run Rural Development Ad-
ministration, North Korea’s 
grain production this year was 
estimated at 4.8 million tons, a 
6.9% increase from last year’s 4.5 

million tons, thanks to favorab-
le weather conditions. But the 
4.8 million tons are still short 
by about 0.7 million tons of su-
fficient annual levels, as experts 
say North Korea needs about 5.5 
million tons of grain to feed its 
25 million people each year.

The Workers’ Party meeting, 
expected to last several days, will 
review state projects from this 
year and establish new objecti-
ves for next year. In recent years, 
North Korea has published the 
results of its meeting, including 
Kim’s closing speech, in state 
media on Jan. 1, allowing him to 
skip his New Year’s Day address.

The meeting comes after 

North Korea launched its most 
advanced intercontinental bal-
listic missile, the solid-fueled 
Hwasong-18, which is designed 
to strike the mainland U.S., into 
the sea last week. North Korea 
said the Hwasong-18 launch, 
the third of its kind this year, 
was meant to warn the U.S. and 
South Korea over their confron-
tational moves against North 
Korea.

On Nov. 21, North Korea put 
its first military spy satellite into 
orbit, though outside experts 
question whether it can send 
militarily useful high-resolution 
imagery.

The launches of the Hwa-

song-18 missile and the spy sa-
tellite were part of an ongoing 
run of weapons tests by North 
Korea since last year. Kim has 
maintained he was forced to ex-
pand his nuclear arsenal to cope 
with increasing hostilities from 
the U.S. and its allies toward the 
North, but foreign experts say 
he eventually hopes to use an 
enlarged arsenal to win greater 
outside concessions when di-
plomacy resumes.

Last week, South Korean De-
fense Minister Shin Wonsik told 
lawmakers that North Korea 
appeared to be speeding up its 
weapons testing activities to hi-
ghlight its achievements in de-
fense sectors because it lacked 
major progress in the economy 
and public livelihoods.

In recent years, North Korea’s 
fragile economy was severely 
battered by pandemic-related 
curbs, U.S.-led sanctions and 
the North’s own mismanage-
ment. But monitoring groups 
say there are no signs of a hu-
manitarian crisis or social chaos 
that could threaten Kim’s abso-
lute rule at home.

In August, South Korea’s Na-
tional Intelligence Service told 
lawmakers that North Korea’s 
economy shrank each year from 
2020 to 2022 and that its gross 
domestic product last year was 
12% less than in 2016. MDT/AP
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WORLD 國際

Armed undercover “sky marshals” will be placed 
on some British passenger planes in the United 
States, the British Government has announced.

Home Secretary David Blunkett and Transport 
Secretary Alistair Darling said the move was a 
“responsible and prudent step” in response to the 
heightened state of alert in the US and would be 
deployed “where appropriate”.

Last week America raised the national alert to 
code orange, the second-highest level, after re-
ports that a French airliner would be hijacked and 
used as a missile against a US city.

The plan, which is part of a general tightening of 
airport and airline security in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, is opposed by the British Airline 
Pilots Association (Balpa).

Balpa general secretary Jim McAuslan said: “We 
do not want guns on planes. It is dangerous to have 
guns on planes and there are other things you can 
do, like investing in security measures on the grou-
nd.”

He said the union would be advising its members 
not to fly if they were “not comfortable with arran-
gements”.

British Airways and Virgin Atlantic have declined 
to comment.

The announcement follows a number of security 
scares involving airports in recent days.

Last Wednesday six Air France flights between 
Paris and Los Angeles were cancelled amid fears of 
a terrorist attack.

Today’s announcement follows a similar move by 
the Australian Government two days ago. It said it 
would place sky marshals on Qantas flights to Sin-
gapore.

The Israeli airline El-Al, famous for its strict securi-
ty, has been using armed marshals for more than 
30 years. The German airline Lufthansa also has 
them on some of its flights.

In a separate warning yesterday, the British Go-
vernment said it believed terrorists could be in the 
final stages of planning an attack in Saudi Arabia.

British nationals have already been warned 
against all but essential travel to the kingdom 
following attacks in Riyadh in May and November 
this year.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 Britain gives 
go-ahead for ‘sky marshals’

In context

The following day the Bush administration ordered 
all foreign airlines to deploy armed sky marshals on 
flights to the US deemed by Washington to be a risk, 
or face having their flights banned from US air space.
Some EU countries - in particular Italy, Portugal, 
Denmark, Sweden and Finland - strongly opposed 
the use of sky marshals, preferring to cancel flights 
that the US felt were a threat and to concentrate on 
tightening security at ground level.
After talks in Brussels with EU officials in January 
2004, the US softened its stance insisting there was 
no “blanket policy” to stop airlines without marshals 
entering America.
In December 2005 a US sky marshal shot dead 
a man who claimed to have a bomb on board an 
American Airlines plane. It was the first time since 
9/11 that a passenger had been shot by an air 
marshal.

this day in historyISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Israeli military says Gaza 
ground offensive has expanded 
into urban refugee camps

had ordered some residents to 
move there.

Israel said it would no lon-
ger grant automatic visas to 
U.N. employees and accused 
the world body of being “com-
plicit partners” in Hamas’ tac-
tics. Government spokesman 
Eylon Levy said Israel would 
consider visa requests case by 
case. That could further limit 
aid efforts in Gaza.

Residents of central Gaza 
described shelling and airs-
trikes shaking the Nuseirat, 
Maghazi and Bureij camps. 
The built-up towns hold Pa-
lestinians driven from their 
homes in what is now Israel 
during the 1948 war, along 
with their descendants.

“The bombing was very 
intense,” Radwan Abu Sheitta 
said by phone from Bureij.

The Israeli military ordered 
residents to evacuate a belt of 
territory the width of central 
Gaza, urging them to move to 
nearby Deir al-Balah. The U.N. 
humanitarian office said the 
area ordered evacuated was 
home to nearly 90,000 people 
before the war and now shel-
ters more than 61,000 displa-
ced people, mostly from the 
north.

The military later said it was 
operating in Bureij and asser-
ted that it had located a Hamas 
training camp.

The telecom outage annou-
nced by Paltel follows similar 

outages through much of the 
war. NetBlocks, a group that 
tracks internet outages, confir-
med that network connectivi-
ty in Gaza was disrupted again 
and “likely to leave most resi-
dents offline.”

Senior Hamas official Osa-
ma Hamdan said several 
countries had sent proposals 
to resolve the conflict following 
news of an Egyptian proposal 
that would include a transitio-
nal Palestinian government in 
Gaza and the occupied West 
Bank. He did not offer details 
of the proposals.

REGIONAL SPILLOVER
Defense Minister Yoav 

Gallant said Israel faces a 
“multi-arena war” on seven 
fronts — Gaza and the West 
Bank, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Iran. “We have 
responded and acted already 
on six of these,” he told the 
Knesset’s Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee.

Iranian-backed militia 
groups around the region have 
stepped up attacks in support 
of Hamas.

Iranian-backed militias in 
Iraq carried out a drone strike 
on a U.S. base in Irbil on Mon-
day, wounding three American 
service members, according to 
U.S. officials. In response, U.S. 
warplanes hit three locations 
in Iraq connected to a main 
militia, Kataib Hezbollah.

Almost daily, Hezbollah 
and Israel exchange missiles, 
airstrikes and shelling across 
the Israeli-Lebanese border. 
On Tuesday, Israel’s military 
said Hezbollah struck a Greek 
Orthodox church in northern 
Israel with a missile, wounding 
two Israeli Christians, and fi-
red again on arriving soldiers, 
wounding nine.

“Hezbollah is risking the 
stability of the region for the 
sake of Hamas,” said Israel’s 
military spokesman, Rear 
Adm. Daniel Hagari.

In the Red Sea, attacks 
by Houthi rebels in Yemen 
against commercial ships have 
disrupted trade and prompted 
a U.S.-led multinational naval 
operation to protect shipping 
routes. The Israeli military said 
a fighter jet on Tuesday shot 
down a “hostile aerial target” 
above the Red Sea that the mi-
litary asserted was on its way 
to Israeli territory.

The USS Laboon, a Navy 
destroyer, and American fi-
ghter jets shot down 12 dro-
nes, three anti-ship ballistic 
missiles and two land-attack 
cruise missiles in the southern 
Red Sea that were fired by the 
Yemen-based Houthis over a 
10-hour period Tuesday, ac-
cording to the Pentagon. U.S. 
Central Command said the-
re was no damage to ships in 
the area or reported injuries. 
MDT/AP

NAJIB JOBAIN, WAFAA SHURAFA  
& SAMY MAGDY, RAFAH

I
SRAELI forces on Tues-
day expanded their grou-
nd offensive into urban 
refugee camps in central 

Gaza after bombarding the 
crowded Palestinian commu-
nities and ordering residents 
to evacuate. Gaza’s main te-
lecom provider announced 
another “complete interrup-
tion” of services in the besie-
ged territory.

The military’s announce-
ment of the new battle zone 
threatens further destruction 
in a war that Israel says will last 
for “many months” as it vows 
to crush the ruling Hamas mi-
litant group after its Oct. 7 at-
tack. Israeli forces have been 
engaged in heavy urban figh-
ting in northern Gaza and the 
southern city of Khan Younis, 
driving Palestinians into ever-
-smaller areas in search of re-
fuge.

The U.S. said Israel’s mi-
nister for strategic affairs, Ron 
Dermer, was meeting with Se-
cretary of State Antony Blinken 
and national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan to discuss topics 
including transitioning to a 
different phase of the war to 
maximize focus on high-value 
Hamas targets, improving the 
humanitarian situation, and 
planning for governance and 
security in Gaza after the war.

Despite U.S. calls for Israel 
to curb civilian casualties and 
international pressure for a 
cease-fire, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said 
the military was deepening 
the fighting.

“We say to the Hamas ter-
rorists: We see you and we will 
get to you,” Netanyahu said.

Israel’s offensive is one of 
the most devastating military 
campaigns in recent history. 
More than 20,900 Palestinians, 
two-thirds women and chil-
dren, have been killed, accor-
ding to the Health Ministry 
in Gaza, whose count doesn’t 
differentiate between civilians 
and combatants. The agency 
said 240 people were killed 
over the past 24 hours.

The U.N. human rights of-
fice said the continued bom-
bardment of middle Gaza had 
claimed more than 100 Palesti-
nian lives since Christmas Eve. 
The office noted that Israel 
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Medics unload the bodies of Palestinians killed in fighting with Israel and turned over by the Israeli military during 
a mass funeral in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday
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INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1- 	Let’s Make ___; 6- Composed; 10- Lady of Spain; 14- Shout of exultation; 

15- Hip bones; 16- Large jug or pitcher; 17- Compadre; 18- Thought-provoking; 19- 
Diplomacy; 20- Talks; 22- Trade; 24- Hit the slopes; 26- Sickness at the stomach; 27- 
As an alternative; 31- Equipment; 32- Stan’s pal; 33- More bizarre; 36- It may be picked; 
39- Test choice; 40- Elevator stop; 41- Repeated, an island of French Polynesia; 42- 
1972 treaty subj.; 43- Saunter; 44- John of England; 45- Bus. bigwig; 46- An item in a 
series; 48- Picks up the check; 51- And so on; 52- Grifter; 54- Uncouth; 59- Snaps; 60- 
Monogram ltr.; 62- Courtyard; 63- Twinge; 64- Canceled; 65- Related on the mother’s 
side; 66- ___-do-well; 67- Battleship shade; 68- Adlai’s running mate;
 
DOWN 1- Cries of discovery; 2- Moist; 3- Nobelist Wiesel; 4- Pond organism; 5- Quick 
visual inspection; 6- Heston’s hero, with Loren: El ___; 7- One of the Baldwins; 8- Rest 
atop; 9- Cartographer; 10- Hate; 11- Alert, knowing; 12- Tourist draw; 13- Commedia 
dell’___; 21- Musical style with similarities 
to reggae; 23- The Ghost and Mrs. ___; 25- 
Graven images; 27- Scintilla; 28- Workers’ 
rights org.; 29- Run-down quarter; 30- 
No-win situation; 34- Forest female; 35- 
Holmes’s creator; 36- Words of denial; 37- 
Tiger’s choice; 38- Zingy taste; 40- Trifling; 
41- Sandwich order; 43- Alcoholic drink of 
fermented honey; 44- One on the run; 45- It 
spreads aromatic smoke; 47- Judge in 1995 
news; 48- More than once; 49- Nouveau ___; 
50- Spanish Mister; 52- Duration; 53- Baltic 
capital; 55- Devotees; 56- Let’s just leave ___ 
that; 57- Web locale; 58- Weed whackers; 
61- Plaything; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Stomach problems could prevail 
if  you haven’t been watching your 
diet. Don’t second guess yourself, 
just go to it. Quarrels will erupt if  
you get into philosophical debates 
with friends. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t neglect these problems; 
deal with them once and for 
all, then move on to more 
pleasurable tasks. Get some 
sound advice and help setting up 
a workable budget. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Deception regarding joint 
finances or investments will cause 
upsets between family members. 
Be prepared to encounter new 
friendships that will provide you 
with valuable information. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Uncertainty regarding your 
direction is likely. Problems with fire, 
gas, or oil may cause disruptions 
and annoyances. Talking to those 
you trust and respect will help you 
sort out any problems. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Opportunities for travel must be 
carefully considered. You will 
encounter those who can help you 
further your goals if  you attend 
functions that attract prominent 
people. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Ask a close friend for advice. 
Your partner may make you 
feel jealous and unloved. Take 
a second look; another person’s 
philosophy may be extremely 
different from yours. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Try not to take others for granted. 
Tempers could get out of  hand 
today. It might be time to pick 
up the slack and do your share. 
You can make money if  you get 
involved in real estate deals. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t let opposition from those 
envious of  your talents daunt 
your progress. Be cautious not 
to get involved in office chatter 
that will cause problems for 
others. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may want to try your hand at a 
little creative writing. Don’t let your 
boss get the better of  you. Refrain 
from arguing with your mate. 
Problems with peers is apparent. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your self  esteem will benefit. 
Friends will be loyal and caring. 
Find an outlet for any mounting 
frustration. Consider a creative 
hobby. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re best to channel your energy 
into work. You need a day to rest 
and relax with the ones you love. 
It may be a disappointing day 
emotionally. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can make a difference if  you 
offer your help at functions that 
involve children. A new image can 
be the result if  you change your 
look.
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Fernando Diniz, left, the new head coach of the Brazil’s national soccer team, and 
Brazilian Soccer Confederation President Ednaldo Rodrigues, right

FOOTBALL

FIFA threatens to suspend Brazil over 
confederation president’s removal by court
MAURICIO SAVARESE, 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

F
IFA warned Brazil re-
cently it could suspend its 
national teams and clubs 
from international com-

petitions if an intervention by its 
soccer body leads to the election 
of a new president in January.

FIFA said in a letter to a Bra-
zilian soccer executive that the 
country’s soccer body CBF could 
face suspension if it does not heed 
its call to wait and instead holds a 
swift election to replace Ednaldo 
Rodrigues as president regardless. 
The document was obtained by 
The Associated Press.

A Rio de Janeiro court removed 
Rodrigues and all his appointees 
at CBF from office on Dec. 7 due 
to irregularities in his election last 
year. Brazil’s two highest courts 
upheld that ruling last week.

Soccer’s governing body FIFA 
historically rejects government 
and third-party interference in 
its member associations, which 

ultimately could leave five-time 
World Cup winners Brazil out of 
major competitions until the cri-
sis is solved.

The Rio court ruling also na-
med José Perdiz, the head of Bra-
zil’s top sports court, as an interve-
ner to organize new elections for 
the presidency within 30 working 

days. FIFA said in previous letters 
to CBF it considers the interven-
tion to be undue.

Sunday’s letter was signed by 
FIFA’s Kenny Jean-Marie, its chief 
members’ association officer, and 
CONMEBOL’s deputy secretary-
-general, Monserrat Jiménez Gar-
cia.

FIFA and South American soc-
cer body CONMEBOL also said in 
the letter they will form a commis-
sion to discuss the matter in Brazil 
on Jan. 8.

“FIFA and CONMEBOL would 
like to strongly emphasize that, 
until such mission takes place, no 
decision affecting CBF, including 
any elections or call for elections, 
shall be taken. Should this not be 
respected, FIFA will have no other 
option but to submit the matter to 
its relevant decision-making body 
for consideration and decision, 
which might also include a sus-
pension,” the letter said.

“For the sake of good order, we 
would also like to underline that 
should CBF be eventually suspen-
ded by the relevant FIFA body, it 
would lose all of its membership 
rights with immediate effect and 
until the suspension is lifted by 
FIFA. This would also mean that 
CBF representative and clubs 
teams would no longer be entitled 
to take part in any international 
competition while it is suspen-

ded,” it added.
The document also says that 

any irregular interference in its 
member associations “can lead 
to sanctions as provided for in 
the FIFA Statutes, including a sus-
pension, and this even if the thir-
d-party influence was/is not the 
fault of the member association 
concerned.”

Perdiz said in a statement he 
sees FIFA’s letter “as a positive 
sign.” He also added he will “call 
for the elections within the esta-
blished deadline, with the trans-
parency and integrity that are de-
manded.”

Spokespersons for Rodrigues 
did not respond a request for 
comment from the AP.

Rodrigues first took the job as 
interim president in 2021 after 
predecessor Rogério Caboclo was 
suspended. Local media reported 
he is currently in negotiations with 
other Brazilian soccer executives 
to either bid again for the presi-
dency in new elections or to su-
pport another candidate. MDT/AP
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Turkish parliament’s foreign 
affairs committee gave its 
consent to Sweden’s bid 
to join NATO on Tuesday, 
drawing the previously 
nonaligned Nordic country 
closer to membership in the 
Western military alliance. 
Sweden’s accession protocol 
will now need to be approved 
in the Turkish parliament’s 
general assembly for the 
last stage of the legislative 
process in Turkey. No date has 
been set.

Russia fired almost 50 
Shahed drones at targets 
in Ukraine and shelled a 
train station where more 
than 100 civilians were 
gathered to catch a train to 
Kyiv, Ukrainian officials said 
yesterday. The barrages 
killed at least five people 
and knocked out power in 
most of the southern city of 
Kherson. The aerial barrage 
came a day after Ukrainian 
warplanes damaged a Russian 
ship moored in the Black Sea 
off Crimea as both sides› 
soldiers struggle to make 
much progress along the front 
line of the 22-month war.

Belarus The president said 
recently that Russia has 
completed its shipments of 
tactical nuclear weapons to 
his country, an initiative that 
raised strong concerns in 
neighboring Poland and 
elsewhere in the region. 
President Alexander 
Lukashenko said at a meeting 
of a Moscow-led economic 
bloc in St. Petersburg that the 
shipments were completed 
in October, but he did not give 
details of how many weapons 
were sent or where they have 
been deployed.

Romania The death toll 
from a massive fire at a 
guesthouse in Romania rose 
to seven people yesterday 
morning, including at least 
two children, authorities said. 
Emergency intervention 
teams were deployed to the 
blaze that erupted Tuesday 
morning in the village of 
Tohani in Prahova county, 
where 26 people were staying 
at the guesthouse, according 
to the General Inspectorate 
for Emergency Situations.

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

S. Korean actor Lee Sun-kyun of 
Oscar-winning film ‘Parasite’ found dead

Lee Sun-kyun, a popular South Korean actor best 
known for his role in the Oscar-winning movie “Parasite,” 
was found dead in a car in Seoul yesterday, authorities 
said, after weeks of an intense police investigation into his 
alleged drug use.

Police and emergency officers initially found Lee in 
what they believed was an unconscious state in the car 
parked on a street in northern Seoul. Emergency officers 
later confirmed he was dead, according to Seoul’s Seon-
gbuk police station.

Police had been searching for Lee, 48, after receiving a 
report that he was missing, Seongbuk police said.

They refused to provide further details including whe-
ther they had determined Lee killed himself. But South 
Korean media outlets including Yonhap news agency said 
that Lee’s family earlier Wednesday reported to police that 
he left home after leaving a message similar to a suicide 
note.

Lee’s body was later transported to a nearby Seoul hos-
pital, according to Seongbuk police.

OPINION
World Views
Thalia Beaty, AP/MDT

EDITH M. LEDERER, 
UNITED NATIONS 

SIGRID Kaag, the Nether-
lands’ former deputy pri-

me minister and a Mideast 
expert, was appointed the 
U.N. coordinator for hu-
manitarian aid to war-torn 
Gaza, the United Nations 
chief announced earlier this 
week.

The announcement by 
U.N. Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres follows the 
Security Council’s adoption 
of a resolution on Friday re-
questing him to expeditiou-
sly appoint a senior huma-
nitarian and reconstruction 
coordinator for Gaza, where 
more than 2 million civilians 
are in desperate need of food, 
water and medicine,

Guterres said Kaag, who 
speaks fluent Arabic and 
five other languages, “brin-
gs a wealth of experience in 
political, humanitarian and 
development affairs as well 
as in diplomacy” to her new 
post. She is expected to start 
on Jan. 8.

“She will facilitate, coor-
dinate, monitor, and verify 
humanitarian relief consig-
nments to Gaza,” he said, 
adding that Kaag will also 
establish a U.N. mechanism 
to accelerate aid deliveries 
“through states which are not 
party to the conflict.”

Gaza’s entire 2.3 million 
population is in food crisis, 
with 576,000 people at ca-
tastrophic or starvation le-
vels and the risk of famine 
is “increasing each day,” ac-
cording to a report released 
last Thursday by 23 U.N. and 
nongovernmental organiza-
tions. It blamed the wides-
pread hunger on insufficient 
aid entering Gaza.

Israel stopped all delive-
ries of food, water, medicine 
and fuel into Gaza after the 
militant Hamas group’s Oct. 
7 incursion into southern 
Israel that killed about 1,200 
people.

The Israel-Hamas war has 
so far killed more than 20,900 
people in Gaza, two-thirds of 
them women and children, 
according to the Health Mi-
nistry in Hamas-run Gaza, 
which doesn’t differentiate 
between civilians and com-
batants among the dead.

After U.S. pressure, Is-
rael allowed a trickle of aid 
in through Egypt, but U.N. 
agencies say that for weeks, 
only 10% of food needs has 
been entering Gaza. Last 
week, Israel opened the Ke-
rem Shalom crossing into 
Gaza and truck traffic increa-
sed but an Israeli strike on 
Thursday morning on the 
Palestinian side of the cros-
sing stopped aid pickups, the 
U.N. agency for Palestinian 

refugees, or UNRWA, said.
Kaag has for years worked 

in the Middle East, including 
in the Palestinian territories. 
She started working for the 
United Nations in 1994 in Su-
dan and has worked for UN-
RWA and as regional director 
for the Mideast for the U.N. 
children’s agency UNICEF.

She also served as assis-
tant director of the U.N. De-
velopment Program, headed 
the U.N. mission to destroy 
Syria’s chemical weapons, 
and was U.N. special envoy 
for Lebanon until October 
2017.

Kaag then became mi-
nister for trade and develo-
pment in the Dutch govern-
ment, and in 2018 she beca-
me the country’s first female 
foreign minister. Most re-
cently, she served as deputy 
prime minister and the first 
female minister of finance 
from January 2022.

In July, she announced 
she was leaving Dutch politi-
cs because of “hate, intimida-
tion and threats” that put “a 
heavy burden on my family.” 
She told the website Euro-
news that after becoming 
finance minister and deputy 
prime minister she received 
many death threats, but the 
most frightening was when a 
man showed up at her home 
shouting and waving a bur-
ning torch. MDT/AP

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

UN appoints a former 
Dutch deputy premier 
and Mideast expert as 
its Gaza humanitarian 
coordinator
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Netherland’s Sigrid Kaag 

‘Tis the season 
for giving: A guide 
for how to give, 
even a little

Christmas is over, but giving season for nonprofits is 
just starting to peak.

The end of the calendar year is when nonprofits 
make appeals far and wide to attract donors — in part 
because of holiday traditions or, for some, tax advan-
tages. Nonprofits get about 30% of their annual dona-
tions in December — including 10% in the final three 
days of the year — according to marketing agency 
Nonprofits Source.

“This is one of the busiest times of the year for us 
as we assist donors with their year-end giving,” said 
Erin Musgrave, a spokesperson for the Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation.

Many potential donors don’t realize how much 
nonprofits value even small gifts, especially local 
organizations that meet community needs. And 
nonprofits and industry groups warn that donations 
are down this year, so gifts right now could help them 
a lot.

Only 11% of Americans itemize their taxes, which 
allows them to claim significant tax deductions for 
charitable donations. That means most Americans 
don’t give in December for tax reasons.

“They’re thinking about the organization in their 
community that’s having an impact and digging deep 
and giving,” said Chuck Collins, director of the Pro-
gram on Inequality and the Common Good at the Ins-
titute for Policy Studies.

As you watch commercial appeals and sort through 
donation requests, here are some things to consider:

WHERE SHOULD I DONATE?
Experienced donors often have a short list of criteria 

they use to help select nonprofits to support. It could 
be organizations that serve the area where they live or 
specific causes or issues with which they have a per-
sonal connection.

A question to ask yourself is: “What are the issues or 
communities that are important to me and where do 
I want to make a difference?”

A great way to find out about organizations in your 
area is to ask your friends, coworkers and neighbors. 
They may have interacted directly with a nonprofit 
that supports after-school programs, sends compa-
nions to elderly residents, advocates around traffic 
safety or supports local artists. For any topic that is 
important to you, an organization in your area is likely 
working on it.

Another potential consideration is check if your em-
ployer will match donations to the nonprofit you want 
to support. If so, your donation could go even further.

If you feel burdened by all the urgent appeals 
everywhere from the checkout line to the mail or on-
line, one tactic is to make a budget and set aside time 
to give to organizations important to you. Be realistic, 
make a plan and then, set aside the guilt.

DO I HAVE TO GIVE NOW? I HAVE 
LOTS OF EXPENSES.
No, simply put.
First, there’s no obligation to give to nonprofits. 

Many people make a difference in their communities 
— donating blood, volunteering with their fire depart-
ment, caring for neighbors and myriad other ways.

Second, many nonprofits actually prefer for donors 
to set up automatic monthly donations, even in very 
small amounts, rather than giving a lump sum at the 
end of the year. The automatic donation from your 
bank account or credit card means they can plan for 
how to spend those funds in advance, which often 
helps them save money and resources.

[Abridged]


