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THE SLASH IN THE NUMBER OF 
MACAU’S JUNKETS IS IN LINE WITH THE 
CITY’S DEVELOPMENT ON ECONOMIC 

TRANSFORMATION: DAVIS FONG

POOR QUALITY ROADS ARE DAMAGING 
VEHICLES AND POTENTIALLY CAUSING 

ACCIDENTS, CLAIMED LAWMAKER JOSÉ 
PEREIRA COUTINHO P3 P2  P3
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Indonesia’s Mount Marapi 
erupted again yesterday, 
spewing smoke and ash 
high into the air, but no 
casualties were reported. 
The Marapi Volcano 
Observation Post in West 
Sumatra province recorded 
an eruption with an ash 
column about 1,300 meters 
high from its peak, followed 
by ash rain. Sprays of ash 
from the eruption were 
seen blanketing roads and 
vehicles in nearby villages. 
At least 100 residents 
have been evacuated since 
Friday.

Japan An All Nippon Airways 
domestic flight turned 
back to Japan’s northern 
airport of Sapporo after 
a crack was found on the 
cockpit window, according 
to the airline and media 
reports. ANA Flight 1182 
was en route to Toyama 
airport in central Japan on 
Saturday but had to return 
to the New Chitose airport 
for repairs, the airline said. 
There were no reports 
of injuries among the 65 
people on board.

India Thousands of 
members of the main 
opposition Congress party 
and its supporters began 
a 2-month cross-country 
march yesterday in a bid 
to regain some of the 
popularity it has lost to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ruling Hindu 
nationalist party ahead of 
a crucial national vote this 
year. The march led by 
Rahul Gandhi (pictured), 
scion of the influential 
Gandhi family, began from 
the northeastern Manipur 
state’s Thoubal district. The 
“Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra,” or 
“Unite India Justice March,” 
is scheduled to cover 6,713 
kilometers in 67 days, 
mostly in buses but also on 
foot.
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DPP must accept it will not be able to impede the 
inevitable trend of national reunification, China says
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New treatment 
venue for 
mentally 
handicapped

Planning for a professional 
treatment venue to provide 
services for mentally 
handicapped students aged 
three to 21 is underway. 
According to the Macao 
Association of Parents 
of Mentally Handicapped 
Persons, the group is 
still looking for a suitable 
commercial building and will 
decide on the location after 
the Lunar New Year (at the 
earliest). The new center 
is expected to provide 90 
places. Currently, the group 
assesses 700 children every 
year. The association’s 
speech and occupational 
therapy venues are basically 
full, and the group hopes to 
build a new center and hire 
more therapists to provide 
services.

Court reduced 
Levo Chan’s 
jail term

The Court of Second 
Instance has reduced former 
junket mogul Levo Chan’s 
prison term to 13 years. The 
court overturned the ruling 
of the Court of First Instance, 
acquitting the former head 
of the defunct Tak Chun of 
fraud charges. In a verdict 
last week, the court had 
mandated the payment of 
around HKD2.49 billion to 
the Macau government as 
compensation for profits 
derived from “illicit gambling.” 
Last April, the Court of First 
Instance sentenced the 
junket kingpin to 14 years’ 
imprisonment for illegal 
gambling and gang crimes.

British Consulate 
gathering Jan. 18

A gathering with the 
consular team of the British 
Consulate-General, Hong 
Kong and Macau will be held 
Jan. 18, from 6:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m. The venue will be 
at Ambiente Properties 
Ltd. The Consulate had 
previously advised that 
it planned to visit the 
town regularly, where it 
will focus its efforts to 
“make a difference for the 
development of Macau 
and promotion of British 
interests” in the SAR.

Slash in junkets a ‘normal 
market adjustment’

PUBLIC WORKS

New overpass at Taipa 
Swimming Pool opens Jan. 19
RENATO MARQUES

THE new overpass at 
Taipa’s Olympic Swim-

ming Pool roundabout 
(southwest access) will 
open Jan. 19, the Public 
Works Bureau (DSOP) 
and the Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) have said in a sta-
tement.

The new overpass, whi-
ch is part of a larger project 
of building overpass roads, 
links Avenida dos Jogos da 
Asia Oriental to the Cotai 
area.

The overpass will enab-
le traffic from Avenida dos 
Jogos da Asia Oriental to 

head directly to both Co-
loane and the Macau Uni-
versity Campus in Hengqin 
without having to use the 
existing roundabout.

It is part of the second 

reorganization phase of 
the road network of the 
Rotunda da Piscina Olím-
pica that began in the third 
quarter of 2022 and is ai-
med at easing traffic at the 

roundabout.
The two bureaus also 

noted that works related to 
the new road beside Aveni-
da Marginal Flor de Lótus, 
close to Yoho Co-Tai Mari-
na Bay, will be completed 
at the end of this month 
and, following inspection, 
be available for public use.

It will be a by-pass road 
enabling traffic from Ave-
nida Marginal Flor de Ló-
tus to detour directly to 
Avenida dos Jogos da Asia 
Oriental in the direction 
of Ocean Gardens or Sai 
Van Bridge without having 
to access the same roun-
dabout.

The DSAT and DSOP 
have warned that final 
works for the new road, in-
cluding laying asphalt, will 
occur every day between 
Jan. 14 and Jan. 23, from 9 
p.m. to 7 a.m. These works 
will affect some sections 
road.

PHASE ONE ALREADY 
NEEDS REPAIR WORKS

In the same statement, 
the DSOP and DSAT also 
noted the temporary clo-
sure of part of the phase 
one overpass (in the direc-
tion of Venetian to Sai Van 
Bridge) for repairs.

This section of the over-
pass will be closed from 
the early hours of Jan. 21 
until 7 a.m. the same day.

The phase one over-
pass needing repairs ope-
ned less than two and half 
years ago on the morning 
of Sept. 25, 2021.

LYNZY VALLES

THE slash in the number of Ma-
cau’s junkets is in line with the 

city’s development on economic 
transformation.

Macau has again seen a reduc-
tion of licensed junkets this year 
after figures from the government 
show the number of gaming pro-
moters has been slashed to 18.

The figure represents 50% of 
2023’s numbers, according to in-
formation from the Gaming Ins-
pection and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ).

The latest reduction comes 
after the government enforced 
the largest gaming law overhaul 
in Macau’s history, as well as the 
junkets law, which states that 
junkets can no longer engage in 
revenue sharing arrangements 
with concessionaires.

Gaming scholar Davis Fong 
said the decrease in gaming junket 
licensees is a normal market ad-
justment. 

He said it is expected the re-
levant numbers will not change 
much, adding the positioning 
of the gaming industry towards 
the mass market is in line with 
Macau’s positioning as a world 
tourism and leisure center and is 

suitable for the mid- to long-term 
development of Macau’s gaming.

Kwok Chi Chung, a board mem-
ber of the General Association of 
Administrators and Promoters 
for the Macau Gaming Industry, 
echoed similar sentiments, noting 
the reduction of junkets is “reaso-
nable and normal.”

He said the main reason for the 

decrease of gaming junket licen-
ses is still the changes in customer 
sources, markets and business 
models, as cited in a TDM report.

Currently, independent tra-
velers are the main source, and 
the gaming industry is moving 
towards a mass consumption mo-
del. He believes the market-domi-
nated trend will not change.

The Secretary for Economy 
and Finance has previously ruled 
that gaming promoters’ commis-
sions cannot exceed 1.25% of the 
(rolling) net amount of the con-
version of gambling chips, whate-
ver the calculation basis for con-
verting those chips may be.

Kwok has advised gaming pro-
moters to examine their balance 
sheets, as mass markets will be the 
driving force of the industry.

“The clientele is just not as 
great and diverse as before. They 
don’t even set foot in their market 
anymore. In the past when the 
profits were higher, junkets wou-
ld take the initiative to search for 
customers. Now, with less pro-
fit on offer, they won’t make the 
initiative. This makes the market 
even smaller,” Kwok told the pu-
blic broadcaster. 

The government estimates 
gambling revenue this year will be 
MOP216 billion, which the two ga-
ming experts believe will be achie-
ved. 

Fitch Ratings, however, said in 
a previous forecast that Macau’s 
gaming industry will reach some 
MOP231 billion in revenue.

The American credit rating 
agency expects local gaming re-
venue to recover in 2024 to 79% of 
the level seen back in 2019 (pre-
-pandemic).

At that time, casino reve-
nues made, according to figures 
from the DICJ, an accumulated 
MOP292.455 billion.
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TO align with natio-
nal security legis-

lation, the SAR govern-
ment has proposed an 
amendment to the oath 
of upholding Macau’s 
Basic Law during the 
inauguration of gover-
nment officials. 

The Executive Cou-
ncil has completed 
discussions on the re-
levant bills, which will 
be sent to the Legislati-

STAFF REPORTER

THE Macau government 
has formulated a protec-

tion and management plan 
for historic centers to safe-
guard heritage sites, which 
will take effect Jun. 1.

Administrative regulations 
in an Executive Council an-
nouncement have identified 
11 “visual corridors,” 19 “pic-
turesque streets” and 24 “ur-
ban fabric” zones, and have 
proposed  guiding principles.

These zones have restric-
tive construction regulations 
in place to preserve existing 
heritage sites.

To ensure Macau’s econo-
mic development does not 
significantly impact these 
heritage sites, guiding princi-
ples will be implemented.

These principles have 
been developed through two 

ve Assembly for review 
and voting. 

By studying and re-
ferring to similar pro-
visions in neighboring 
regions and conside-
ring the specific si-
tuation of Macau SAR, 
the government aims 
to ensure that Macau 
takes a step forward in 
implementing the prin-
ciple of “Macau gover-
ned by patriots,” said 
the spokesperson of 
the Executive Council 

rounds of public consulta-
tion in 2014 and 2018, as well 
as consultations between the 
State Administration of Cul-
tural Heritage and the World 
Heritage Center, Executive 
Council spokesperson André 
Cheong said. 

Additionally, the regula-
tions include provisions on 
current use, the use of mu-
nicipal equipment, affores-
tation, transport and other 
aspects. 

These provisions aim to 
ensure tourists enjoy au-
thentic experiences when 
frequenting Macau’s his-
toric centers, according to 
Cheong. 

The goal is to safeguard 
Macau’s popular tourist sites, 
such as Senado Square and 
A-Ma Temple, in a way that 
does not hinder Macau’s ove-
rall development.

and Secretary for Ad-
ministration and André 
Cheong.

The amendments are 
intended to ensure go-
vernment officials sin-
cerely and respectfully 
swear their oaths. 

Consequently, the 
oath of upholding the 
Macau’s Basic Law, 
which all officials take 
during their inaugu-
ration, will undergo 
changes.

The amendments 

include several provi-
sions.

Officials are prohi-
bited from taking the 
oath in an insincere or 
non-serious manner. 

Second, officials 
must sign a declaration 
of sincerity. 

Finally, an indepen-
dent overseer from the 
Electoral Commission 
will ensure transpa-
rency throughout the 
inauguration process. 

This overseer will be 
able to invalidate an of-
ficial’s inauguration if 
they determine the of-
ficial exhibited disres-
pectful behavior while 
reading the oath, read 
the oath incorrectly, 
or showed disrespect 
towards the inaugura-
tion procedures. 

If the overseer ob-
serves any of these 
behaviors, the official’s 
inauguration may be 
voided without any 
opportunity for a se-
cond chance.

The director of the 
Legal Affairs Bureau, 
Leong Weng In, said 
during the press con-
ference that if the oa-
th-taker is deemed to 
have refused to take 
the oath, he will be im-
mediately disqualified 
from taking office and 
cannot take the oath 
again or make up for it.

Gov’t submits draft to 
amend oath-taking law

Gov’t formulates 
protection plan for 
historic centers 

Pereira Coutinho protests dangerous roads 
RENATO MARQUES

P
OOR quality roads are 
damaging vehicles and po-
tentially causing accidents, 
claimed lawmaker José Pe-

reira Coutinho when he spoke at the 
Legislative Assembly late last week.

Pereira Coutinho cited problems 
such as bad asphalt, potholes, and 
uneven manhole covers.

According to the lawmaker, his 
office is receiving a growing num-
ber of residents’ complaints about 
vehicle damage, as well as criticism 
about a lack of accountability for 
the problem.

“Excluding the Guia Circuit sec-
tion, most of the streets are poorly 
asphalted and very uneven, causing 
bumps that constitute a daily dan-
ger for motorcyclists and car dri-
vers,” he said.

“The collapse of the asphalt coa-
ting on streets is a daily occurrence, 
and worsens after rain, most likely 
due to the use of poor-quality as-
phalt material. Just one rain shower 
can cause the asphalt to disappear 
and potholes to appear.”

“Potholes on public roads cause 
enormous inconvenience to buses 

and cars and are a constant dan-
ger to motorcyclists who can be 
‘swallowed’ by big holes hidden by 
rainwater.”

“The damage can range from 
harm to the vehicle’s suspension, 
wheels and tires, up to [causing] 
collisions and serious injuries.”

Pereira Coutinho also noted the-
re was no explanation as to why Ma-
cau has so many metal covers on its 
roads.

“Some [are] at a very short dis-
tance from each other with almost 
all of them not level with the road 
surface.”

The lawmaker urged the Munici-
pal Affairs Bureau (IAM) to conduct 
more thorough inspections during 
road maintenance and resurfacing, 
which he said, at the moment, “is 
a disaster, with covers broken for 
several months without anyone 
taking an interest in solving the ma-
tter.”

He said drivers, riders and pedes-
trians who submitted formal com-
plaints to the IAM after suffering 
losses due to poor quality public 
roads should be compensated by 
the services responsible for main-
taining roads.
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RENATO MARQUES

MACAU’S teen ra-
cer, Tiago Rodri-

gues, debuted over the 
weekend at the 2024 For-
mula 4 (F4) UAE Cham-
pionship.

The reigning cham-
pion at China’s F4 Cham-
pionship has had a hum-
bling start to the season 
at Abu Dhabi’s Yas Mari-
na Circuit scoring 20th, 
14th and 16th position 
finishes in the weekend’s 
three races.

The F4 UAE, dubbed 
the “F4 World Cham-
pionship,” is potentially 
one of the most compe-
titive championships of 
this class. A wide range 
of drivers and teams flo-
ck to the race to test their 
skills.

Commenting on the 
race, Rodrigues said, 
“[It was a] bittersweet 
weekend in general. I 
had to make up for my 
mistakes in qualifying 
and we gained a handful 
of positions every single 
race, which put me in the 
middle of the field.”

“Considering the limi-
ted experience compa-
red to everyone in front 
and [many that finished] 

STAFF REPORTER

THE University of Ma-
cau (UM) will build a 

new campus in Hengqin to 
further promote the deve-
lopment of academia and 
research.

UM president Song Yon-
ghua said that, at 4,000 
square meters, the campus 
will be half the size of the 
current campus.

Song recalled the overall 
Hengqin development plan 
states Macau universities 
will be jointly promoting the 
fields of microelectronics, 
medicine, financial techno-
logy, and other disciplines, 
as well as partnering with 
global universities.

The new Hengqin cam-
pus will also launch courses 
in medicine, engineering, 

behind, I would say I 
came pretty close to fully 
maximising my results. 
Now shifting focus for 
next weekend so that we 
can improve,” he added.

Rodrigues told the Ti-
mes in a recent interview 
before the championship 
that he was drawn to this 
championship preci-
sely for its high degree of 
competitiveness, which 
provides different expe-
riences and learning pos-
sibilities that are difficult 
to get in a less competiti-
ve series such as the Chi-
na F4 Championship.

The first of five almost 
consecutive weekends 
saw the championship 
kick off with plenty of tra-
ck action and three diffe-

microelectronics, the Inter-
net of Things, artificial in-
telligence and quantitative 
financial technology.

Meanwhile, the Zhuhai 
UM Institute of Science and 
Technology has received 
more than 150 government- 
funded science and techno-
logy projects.

These include 96 projects 
funded by the National Na-
tural Science Foundation, 
11 key projects and projects 
of the National Ministry of 
Science and Technology, six 
other national projects, and 
43 provincial and municipal 
scientific research projects. 

Project funding exceeds 
MOP77 million.

UM held its Open Day 
over the weekend and ex-
tended its activities to Hen-
gqin for the first time. 

rent winners.
Saturday’s Race 1 saw 

rookie Kean Nakamura-
-Berta win, while Nikita 
Bedrin won Race 2 Sun-
day, in an inverted grid 
race from Race 1 results.

In the last race of the 
weekend (Race 3), Fred-
die Slater won in a very 
interesting and action-
-packed race that unfor-
tunately finished behind 
the Safety Car due to a 
crash with only about 
two laps to go.

Slater is one of the 
many racers partici-
pating in this cham-
pionship after having 
raced in the last Macau 
Grand Prix.

Other examples of ra-
cers who took part in the 

2023 edition of the local 
GP and are racing at the 
F4 UAE are Rashid Al 
Dhaheri (Prema Racing), 
Jack Beeton (AGI Sport), 
Enzo Yeh (R-ace GP), Kai 
Daryanani (Pinnacle Mo-
torsport), Raphael Narac 
(R-ace GP), and one of 
Rodrigues teammates at 
XCEL Motorsport, Hong 
Kong’s Liu Kai Shun.

The championship 
continues this weekend 
with Round 2 (Jan. 19-21), 
with another three races 
on the same circuit, but 
this time in the F1 layout.

Last weekend’s three 
races were performed in 
the so-called corkscrew 
circuit, one of the less 
usual layout possibilities 
of the Yas Marina.

Humbling start for Rodrigues 
in F4 UAE, more to come

EDUCATION
UM to build new 
Hengqin campus

Germany’s Canados Sailing Team 
wins 2024 International Regatta
RENATO MARQUES

HELMED by skipper Petr Ko-
chnev, the Canados Sailing 

Team won the main category of 
the 2024 MGM Macao Interna-
tional Regatta, using the Bene-
teau First 40.7 Unified Design 
Group boats.

The German-flag team ended 
four days of competition on top 
after eight races in a fierce com-
petition with second-place-ove-
rall Team Windy from Estonia.

The Canadian Vivat Sailing 
team took third place.

Teams from 11 different coun-
tries or regions participated in 
this year’s event. On the second 
out of three category competi-
tions, China’s Muwu BBQ took 
the final win at the Guangdong-
-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area Cup Regatta (IRC group). 

Muwu BBQ took the final win 
even if the boat was disqualified 
on the last of eight races due to 

a premature start on the final 
event of Sunday.

Macau’s WanBooFish Sailing 

Team came second to Muwu 
BBQ, with third place overall on 
the IRC group taken by another 

mainland team, Sailingin, whi-
ch beat the Zhongshan Sailing 
Team to third place after the it 

was also penalized with a black 
flag (disqualification) due to a 
premature start.

In the regatta dedicated to 
the smaller boats (International 
Catamaran Invitational - Hobie 
16 unified design group), Thai-
land dominated, coming first 
and second.

First place went to Team 
Yacht Racing of Thailand 
(Damrongsak Vongtim and Ki-
tsada Vongtim) while Team Fe-
nix (Teerapong Watiboonruang 
and Kan Kachachuen) came in 
second. In third place overall af-
ter 12 races was Korean duo Kim 
Keun Soo and An Sun Jin (Team 
Jeonbuk).

Two teams represented Ma-
cau in this racing category.

They were Team AVM – from 
the local Sailing Association, 
which finished in 12th position 
and Team Pintos which finished 
last (15th) after a difficult start 
to the event.

Team Pintos failed to com-
plete the second and third races 
and did not start in the fourth. 
The team was also unable to 
complete the ninth race and fai-
led to present itself at the start of 
the last two races of the event. 
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Burberry bag prop from the HBO series “Succession.” The item was part of an online auction on behalf of HBO at Heritage Auctions

AUCTION

From a ludicrously capacious bag to fake 
sausages: ‘Succession’ props draw luxe prices
JOCELYN NOVECK, NEW YORK 

S
OMEDAY soon, someone 
will be walking down the 
street proudly carrying 
a ludicrously capacious 

bag, bought for a ludicrously ca-
pacious price.

The voluminous Burberry tote 
is one of the most famous props 
used on “Succession,” the famed 
HBO saga of the Roy family dy-
nasty, and it sold at auction Sa-
turday for $18,750.

But that bag, which became 
notorious when Matthew Mac-
fadyen’s Tom Wambsgans sava-
gely ridiculed it, wasn’t even the 
priciest item sold from the set of 
the addictive drama expected to 
also clean up at Monday’s Emmy 
Awards, on the heels of its Golden 
Globes wins.

No, that was a set of pink index 
cards containing Roman Roy’s 
eulogy notes for his father’s fu-
neral — a speech he never gave. 
Beginning, “My father Logan Roy 
was a great man,” the four cards 
represent the tragic failure of 
Roman (Kieran Culkin) to meet 
the moment. They have a new 
life now with someone who paid 
$25,000 and hopefully will frame 
them nicely.

The online auction on behalf 
of HBO at Heritage Auctions in 
Dallas, ending Saturday, brou-
ght in a total of $627,825 for 236 
lots. The results showed not only 
that people loved the show, says 
Heritage spokesperson Robert 
Wilonsky, but also that meaning-
ful objects, and not the show’s hi-
gh-end “stealth” fashion, clicked 
most with bidders.

“At the end of the day, it was 
key moments of the show that re-
sonated with fans,” he says.

Props often take a back seat 
to costumes. After all, there’s no 
award for “best props” at awards 
shows, like there is for costumes, 
notes “Succession” prop master 
Monica Jacobs, who joined the 
show after the pilot episode. But 
prop departments go to extreme 
lengths to secure just the right 
item — even if it only appears 
for a few seconds. Jacobs shared 
the origin stories of some of the 
show’s most iconic props.

DRIED SCORPIONS 
IN THE OVEN

Why did Tom give wife Shiv 
Roy (Sarah Snook) a paperwei-
ght of a dried scorpion encased 
in resin? Who knows? It certainly 
illustrated the turbulence of their 
marriage — and also caused a 
few turbulent hours in Jacobs’ ki-
tchen at home.

“It turns out you can buy 

(dead) scorpions pretty easily,” 
she says, “but they’re small. Ge-
tting them large enough was not 
easy.”

Once she had a bunch — du-
plicates are always needed — she 
had to soak them to loosen up 
the glue so that she could repo-
sition them for maximum effect. 
She stabilized them with wire 
and slow-baked them for hours 
on low heat until they were dry 
enough to be encased. All for a 
brief appearance. And maybe a 
spot on someone’s desk: a dupli-
cate sold for a cool (and baked) 
$10,000.

MOURNFUL WORDS
Roman’s sad, pink notecards 

with that eulogy never spoken 
were not the only scribbled 
words that went for a fortune. On 
the day Logan died on his priva-
te plane, Shiv was the one who 
spoke to the waiting press.

“You’ll understand I won’t 
be taking questions,” she said, 
in part, “but my brothers and I 
just want to say Logan Roy built 
a great American family com-
pany...”

The words were written in 
block letters in Snook’s own han-
dwriting. She did the first card 
and then, for duplicates, her 
writing was recreated. Likewise, 

Culkin’s handwriting inspired his 
pink notecards, Jacobs says. As 
for Jeremy Strong, who played 
Kendall, he often preferred to 
write every copy himself. Shiv’s 
speech card went for $17,500.

THAT ... BAG
Let’s just say Bridget, the date 

of Cousin Greg (Nicholas Braun) 
at Logan’s birthday party, made 
an unfortunate accessory choice. 
Tom, in his worst “human-grea-
se-stain” way, imagined aloud 
what could be in the “ludicrou-
sly capacious” tote: “Flat shoes 
for the subway? Her lunch pail? 
... You could take it camping. You 
could slide it across the floor after 
a bank job.”

Jacobs explains that finding 
the perfect bag to match the 
script was a collaboration be-
tween the props and wardrobe 
departments.

“Everybody brought in a ver-
sion,” she says. “We had to deci-
de, how big IS this bag, actually?” 
Also — it needed to be just the ri-
ght level of high-end, “not enou-
gh for the Roy world, but still hi-
gher end than I am,” she quips. 
Ultimately, costume designer Mi-
chelle Matland “had the vision,” 
Jacobs says.

The winning bidder also got 
an embroidered Sandro dress.

MAKING THOSE 
MAGAZINES LOOK REAL

When the Roys appear on the 
cover of New York magazine, you 
might think it’s just a matter of 
slapping together a few pages in 
the art studio. But no.

It begins with a real issue of the 
magazine, to get the weight and 
the size exactly right. Then, not 
just the cover but inner pages are 
created too, and carefully incor-
porated.

“It’s a very delicate process” to 
make the magazine look authen-
tic, Jacobs says. “We’re very picky 
about how we do it.”

The cover sold for $10,000.

SOME OF THOSE 
SAUSAGES WERE REAL

Remember that horrific game, 
or hazing ritual, that Logan inflic-
ted on his poor executives, forcing 
them to grunt like pigs and beg 
for sausages? Some sausages were 
real, as needed, and some fake. (A 
group of prop sausages went for 
$5,250.)

But mostly, food — at weddin-
gs, or other gatherings — was not 
only real but intricate, evocative of 
the locale, and fun to create, says 
Jacobs.

“Every cheese board has to be 
a little different than the last time 
we did a cheese board,” she says. 

“We got very creative.”

THE DRUGS, THOUGH? 
NOT REAL

Ever wonder what serves for 
cocaine on set? A set of vials con-
taining a white powder went for 
$2,000. Jacobs and her colleagues 
had to use substance that looked 
real and was also … snortable.

In this case it was a naturally 
occurring sugar, inositol. At other 
times, lactose powder was used — 
“as long as the person could tole-
rate lactose.”

SAME WITH THE 
THE CREDIT CARDS

Three lots of Roy family credit 
cards were auctioned, but they 
won’t be accepted at your local 
supermarket. The cards were cra-
fted by a graphic designer, then 
sent for printing at a special shop 
in New York, on either plastic or 
metal.

“The plastic ones are are ac-
tually much more durable as 
props,” says Jacobs. “But,” she 
adds, “with ‘Succession’ charac-
ters it made sense for most of 
them to be metal.”

Indeed. Kendall’s cards — two 
American Express Platinums, 
two Mastercards and one dri-
ver’s license — went for $10,000. 
MDT/AP
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KMT’s Hou Yu-ih (left) and TPP’s Ko Wen-je: The two China-friendly parties secured a combined absolute majority in the Legislative Yuan
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DPP must accept it 
will not be able to 
impede the inevitable 
trend of national 
reunification

EDITORIAL, CHINA DAILY

Immediately following his election win, Lai 
Ching-te of Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive Par-
ty said maintaining cross-Strait peace and stabili-
ty would be his mission as Taiwan’s new leader. He 
also pledged to preserve the status quo, and seek 
to “replace confrontation with dialogue”.

How the incoming Lai team behaves and how 
Washington handles the sensitive relations with 
the island will to a great extent determine whe-
ther peace can be maintained across the Taiwan 
Strait.

The results of the island’s election will not chan-
ge the basic landscape and development trend 
of cross-Strait relations, and will not impede the 
inevitable trend of China’s reunification. The Chi-
nese mainland will work with relevant political 
parties, groups and people from various sectors 
in Taiwan to boost cross-Strait exchanges and 
cooperation, enhance integrated development, 
jointly promote Chinese culture, and advance the 
peaceful development of cross-Strait relations as 
well as the cause of national reunification.

Those that sent their congratulatory messages to 
Lai should be reminded that the Taiwan question 
is China’s internal affair. Whatever changes take 
place in Taiwan, the basic fact that there is only 
one China in the world and Taiwan is part of Chi-
na will not change; the Chinese government’s po-
sition of upholding the one-China principle and 
opposing “Taiwan independence” separatism, 
“two Chinas” and “one China, one Taiwan” will 
not change; and the international community’s 
prevailing consensus on upholding the one-Chi-
na principle and long-standing and overwhel-
ming adherence to this principle will not change.

As a Foreign Ministry spokesperson reiterated 
in a statement on the result of the election, the 
one-China principle is the solid anchor for peace 
and stability in the Taiwan Strait. Beijing believes 
that the international community will continue to 
adhere to the one-China principle, and unders-
tand and support the Chinese people’s just cause of 
opposing “Taiwan independence” separatist activi-
ties and striving to achieve national reunification.

The biggest uncertainty in the relations concer-
ning Taiwan, therefore, lies in how the island’s 
new leadership and the US approach them. How 
Lai balances his own inclination for “indepen-
dence” and the island’s need for cross-Strait pea-
ce and stability will test his political wisdom as 
well as credibility.

“We do not support independence”, said US Pre-
sident Joe Biden, responding to a request for com-
ment on the election outcomes. US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken reiterated the US’ commit-
ment to “maintaining cross-Strait peace and sta-
bility” and “long-standing unofficial relationship, 
consistent with the US’ one-China policy”. Their 
remarks align with the ongoing efforts of China 
and the US to prevent the China hawks in Washin-
gton from using Taiwan as a tool to provoke Bei-
jing. This necessitates the US not having official 
exchanges with the island and avoiding sending 
encouraging messages to the secessionists on the 
island.

The reunification of China has always been 
the dream of people on both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait, and this is the firm and clear policy of the 
Chinese government and strong aspiration of the 
Chinese people. If Lai truly wants to replace con-
frontation with dialogue, then this is the reality 
that must be faced.

TAIWAN ELECTION

War of words after vote 
highlights the intractable 
divide over the island’s fate
EMILY WANG FUJIYAMA & 
KEN MORITSUGU, TAIPEI

A war of words erupted 
the day after Taiwan’s 

executive and parliamen-
tary elections, with Taiwan 
yesterday accusing Beijing 
of making “fallacious com-
ments” and China critici-
zing the U.S. for congratula-
ting the winner.

The verbal sparring hi-
ghlighted the seemingly 
intractable divide over 
Taiwan’s fate, a major 
flashpoint in U.S.-China re-
lations that risks leading to 
an actual war in the future.

The victory of Lai Chin-
g-te in Saturday’s election 
was a setback for China’s ef-
forts to bring Taiwan under 
its control. His Democratic 
Progressive Party advocates 
maintaining the status quo, 
in which Taiwan governs it-
self but refrains from decla-
ring formal independence 
— a move that could trigger 
a Chinese military response.

Beijing, meanwhile, calls 
for what it terms a “peace-
ful reunification,” but that 
seems increasingly unrealis-
tic as most Taiwanese have 
come to oppose becoming 
part of China.

Taiwan said as much, 
taking issue with China over 
its often-repeated line that 
Taiwan is a domestic Chine-

se issue. China regards the 
island of 23.5 million people 
as a renegade province and 
says it should not have its 
own “president” or official 
relations with foreign gover-
nments.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement on 
the election that “the Taiwan 
question is China’s internal 
affair” and “the basic fact 
that .... Taiwan is part of Chi-
na will not change.”

Taiwan said that state-
ment “is completely incon-
sistent with international 
understanding and the cur-
rent cross-strait situation. It 
goes against the expectation 
of global democratic com-
munities and goes against 
the will of the people of 
Taiwan to uphold democra-
tic values.”

The U.S., in a statement 
attributed to Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken, con-
gratulated Lai on his victory 
and said it looks forward to 
working with all of Taiwan’s 
leaders “to advance our sha-
red interests and values.” It 
congratulated the people of 
Taiwan for demonstrating 
the strength of their demo-
cracy.

China’s Foreign Minis-
try said the U.S. statement 
“sends a gravely wrong sig-
nal to the ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’ separatist forces” and 

goes against a U.S. commit-
ment to maintaining only 
unofficial ties with Taiwan.

Lai’s victory means the 
Democratic Progressive 
Party will continue to hold 
the executive leadership 
for a third four-year term, 
following eight years under 
Tsai Ing-wen. But he won a 
three-way race with 40% of 
the vote, less than the clear 
majority Tsai won in 2020. 
He will take office in May.

The Democratic Progres-
sive Party lost its majority 
in the legislature, finishing 
with one seat fewer than 
the Kuomintang, or Natio-
nalist Party. Neither holds a 
majority, giving the Taiwan 
People’s Party — a relatively 
new force that won eight of 
the 113 seats — a possible 
swing vote on legislation.

A statement from the 
Taiwan Affairs Office in 
China said that the results 
showed that the Democratic 
Progressive Party does not 
represent mainstream pu-
blic opinion on the island.

Taiwan’s Foreign Minis-
try, in its response, called on 
China “ to respect the elec-
tion results, face reality.”

The Chinese military 
regularly sends fighter jets 
and warships into the skies 
and waters near Taiwan. 
Any conflict could draw in 
the United States, which 

officially doesn’t support 
Taiwan’s independence but 
opposes any attempt to 
change the status quo by 
force.

Meanwhile, former U.S. 
national security adviser 
Stephen Hadley and former 
Deputy Secretary of State 
James Steinberg arrived in 
Taipei yesterday for post-e-
lection meetings with poli-
tical leaders. It was unclear 
how China would react, as 
it seeks to nurture a recent 
improvement in its troub-
led ties with the U.S. while 
also maintaining a firm and 
unwavering position on 
Taiwan.

They two will have mee-
tings today, the American 
Institute in Taiwan said in 
a news release. The insti-
tute said the U.S. gover-
nment had asked Hadley 
and Steinberg “to travel in 
their private capacity to 
Taiwan.”

China has said that it 
opposes any official interac-
tion with Taiwan but has not 
indicated whether it consi-
ders the upcoming visit an 
official one.

The U.S. does not have 
diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, though it main-
tains an office in Taipei, the 
capital city, and is the main 
supplier of weapons for the 
island’s military. MDT/AP
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DPP’s Lai Ching-te

TAIWAN ELECTION

Ruling-party candidate strongly opposed 
by China wins leader’s election

Beijing slams US State Department’s 
statement on election in China’s Taiwan
THE U.S. State Department’s statement on the 

election in China’s Taiwan region serious-
ly violates the one-China principle and the three 
China-U.S. joint communiqués, a Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesperson said yesterday.

It goes against the U.S.’ own political commit-
ment of maintaining only cultural, commercial, 
and other unofficial relations with the Taiwan 
region, and sends a gravely wrong signal to the 
“Taiwan independence” separatist forces, the 
spokesperson said.

“We strongly deplore and firmly oppose this, 
and have made serious representations to the U.S. 
side,” the spokesperson said.

The Taiwan question is at the very core of Chi-
na’s core interests and the first red line that must 
not be crossed in China-U.S. relations. The one-
-China principle is a basic norm in international 
relations, a prevailing consensus among the inter-

national community, and the political foundation 
of China-U.S. relations, according to the spokes-
person.

The spokesperson said China firmly opposes 
the U.S. having any form of official interaction 
with Taiwan and interfering in Taiwan affairs in 
any way or under any pretext.

The spokesperson urged the U.S. to earnestly 
abide by the one-China principle and the three 
China-U.S. joint communiqués and act seriously in 
accordance with the commitments that have been 
reaffirmed multiple times by the U.S. leaders to not 
supporting “Taiwan independence”, “two Chinas” 
or “one China, one Taiwan”, and not seeking to use 
the Taiwan question as a tool to contain China.

The spokesperson said China urges the U.S. to 
stop interactions of an official nature with Taiwan 
and stop sending any wrong signal to the separa-
tist forces for “Taiwan independence.” XINHUA

CHRISTOPHER BODEEN & 
SIMINA MISTREANU, TAIPEI

R
ULING-PARTY candida-
te Lai Ching-te emerged 
victorious in Taiwan’s 
major election on Satur-

day, a result that will determine 
the trajectory of the self-ruled de-
mocracy’s contentious relations 
with China over the next four 
years.

China had called the poll a 
choice between war and peace. 
Beijing strongly opposes Lai, the 
current deputy leader who aban-
doned his medical career to pur-
sue politics from the grassroots to 
the top post.

At stake is peace, social stability 
and prosperity on the island, 160 
kilometers off the coast of China, 
which Beijing claims as its own 
and to be retaken by force if ne-
cessary. 

While domestic issues on 
mainland-China such as the slug-
gish economy and expensive hou-
sing also featured prominently in 
the campaign, Lai’s Democratic 
Progressive Party’s appeal to self-
-determination, social justice and 
rejection of China’s threats ulti-
mately won out. It’s the first time 
a single party has led Taiwan for 
three consecutive four-year ter-
ms since the first open election in 
1996.

At a post-election news confe-
rence, Lai thanked the Taiwane-
se electorate for “writing a new 
chapter in our democracy. We 
have shown the world how much 
we cherish our democracy. This is 
our unwavering commitment.”

He added: “Taiwan will conti-
nue to walk side by side with de-
mocracies from around the world 
... through our actions.”

Lai supporter Hsieh Hsin-
-chou, a 57-year-old physical the-
rapist, said he was “very proud” of 
the election result.

Lai and incumbent leader Tsai 
Ing-wen reject China’s sovereign-
ty claims over Taiwan. They have, 
however, offered to speak with 
Beijing, which has repeatedly 
refused to hold talks and called 
them separatists.

Beijing was believed to have 
favored the candidate from the 
more China-friendly Nationalist 
party, also known as Kuomintang, 
or KMT. Its candidate, Hou Yu-ih, 
also had promised to restart talks 
with China while bolstering natio-
nal defense.

In his concession speech, Hou 
apologized for “not working hard 
enough” to regain power for the 
KMT, which ran Taiwan under 
martial law for nearly four deca-

des before democratic reforms in 
the late 1980s.

“I let everyone down. I am here 
to express my sincerest apologies, 
I’m sorry,” Hou 
said in front of an 
audience whose 
numbers fell well 
short of expecta-
tions.

Hou supporter 
David Chiau, who 
works in informa-
tion technology, 
said the loss came 
as a shock, but he 
was pleased by 
the turnout for 
the KMT, which 
he had hoped could have merged 
with the opposition.

A third candidate in the race, 
Ko Wen-je of the smaller Taiwan 
People’s Party, or TPP, had drawn 
the support particularly of young 
people wanting an alternative to 
the KMT and DPP, Taiwan’s tra-
ditional opposing parties, which 
have largely taken turns gover-
ning since the 1990s.

Ko said that dialogue between 
the sides was crucial, but that his 
bottom line would be that Taiwan 
needs to remain democratic and 
free.

“At least this time the TPP has 
become a critical opposition 
power. I would like to say thank 
you to every one again, as the 
chairman of the TPP,” Ko said. 
“Each vote represents recognition 
and support for us.”

“This is also the first time that 
Taiwan managed to create a who-
le new three-party-competition 
between the clash of the green 
and blue,” he said, referring to the 
DPP and the KMT by the colors 
with which they are affiliated.

Chen Binhua, spokesperson of 
the Chinese Cabinet’s Taiwan Af-
fairs Office, said that Beijing wou-
ldn’t accept the election result as 
representing “the mainstream 

public opinion on the island,” wi-
thout giving any evidence or jus-
tification.

“This election cannot change 

the basic situation and the direc-
tion of cross Strait relations, nor 
can it change the common desire 
of compatriots on both sides to get 
closer and closer, nor can it stop 
the general trend that the mother-
land will eventually and inevitably 
be reunified,” Chen said.

The United States, which is 
bound by its laws to provide 
Taiwan with the weapons needed 
to defend itself, had pledged su-
pport for whichever government 
emerges, reinforced by the Biden 
administration’s plans to send an 
unofficial delegation made up of 
former senior officials to the is-
land shortly after the election.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken congratulated Lai on his 
victory.

“We also congratulate the 
Taiwan people for once again de-
monstrating the strength of their 
robust democratic system and 
electoral process,” Blinken said in 
a statement.

Lai won nearly 5.6 million vo-
tes, amassing just 
over 40%, while 
Hou claimed 33.5%. 
Ko garnered 26.5%.

Evelyn Ni tra-
veled from China 
especially to get a 
taste of Taiwan’s 
election.

“I would really 
like to experience 
what it is like to be 
empowered,” the 
24-year-old student 
told The Associated 

Press. She said that she started 
paying closer attention to rela-
tions between Taipei and Beijing 
after Russia launched a full-scale 

invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022 and is worried that China 
could one day do the same with 
Taiwan.

Besides the China tensions, do-
mestic issues such as the dearth of 
affordable housing and stagnating 
wages dominated the campaign.

For Tony Chen, a 74-year-old 
retiree who voted in Taipei in the 
hour before the polls closed, the 
election boiled down to a choice 
between communism and demo-
cracy.

“I hope democracy wins,” he 
said. He added that more Taiwa-
nese were open to China’s mo-
del of governance decades ago, 
when the Chinese economy was 
growing by double digits annually, 
but are repulsed by “the crack-
down on civil liberties that has oc-
curred in recent years.”

Taiwan’s election was seen as 
having “real and lasting influence 
on the geopolitical landscape,” 
said Gabrielle Reid, associate di-
rector with the global intelligence 
consultancy S-RM.

“The outcome of the vote will 
ultimately determine the nature 
of ties with China relative to the 
West and will have strong bearing 
on the state of play in the South 
China Sea,” she said.

The warming of Taiwan’s ties 
with the U.S. will likely continue 
under Lai’s administration, said 
Wen-Ti Sung, a fellow with the 
Washington, D.C.-based Atlantic 
Council.

Beijing is likely to deploy a 
“maximum pressure campaign” 
to influence the new adminis-
tration along military, economic 
and political lines, Sung told the 
AP. MDT/AP

”This election cannot 
change the basic situation 

and direction of cross Strait 
relations, nor … the common 

desire of compatriots on both 
sides to get closer and closer.

CHEN BINHUA
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President Nixon has ordered a halt to Ameri-
can bombing in North Vietnam following peace 
talks in Paris. 

The decision comes after Dr Henry Kissinger, 
the president’s assistant for National Security 
Affairs, returned to Washington yesterday from 
France with a draft peace proposal. 

Representatives from North and South Viet-
nam and the United States have been at the 
negotiating table and reports from Paris say 
progress has been made with compromises on 
all sides. 

But many political issues remain to be resol-
ved. 

Although attacks against the North have 
been halted, air assaults are continuing against 
communist forces in South Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia. 

Communist negotiators in Paris are now 
calling for the ceasefire to be extended to the-
se areas. 

President Nixon’s special envoy to Saigon, 
General Alexander Haig, is in the South Vietna-
mese capital briefing the president on the 25 
article peace agreement worked out in Paris. 

Initial discussions with President Nguyen Van 
Thieu lasted nearly three hours. 

Afterwards, the president ordered a five-man 
delegation to fly to France to consider the pro-
posals in more detail. 

Reaction in Washington has been cautious. 
Senator Barry Goldwater, who previously su-

pported the American role in Vietnam, said: “I 
can’t say peace is at hand, but I feel that we’re 
making progress.” 

The Daily Telegraph correspondent in Saigon 
says President Thieu may feel it is unwise “to 
jeopardise further American support by holding 
out against an agreement which Washington 
considers just”. 

Courtesy BBC News

1973 Nixon orders
	   ceasefire in Vietnam

In context

A week later, Dr Kissinger returned to Paris for 
further meetings with the North Vietnamese 
delegation. 
On 23 January, a ceasefire was agreed to take 
effect from midnight on 27 January. 
The settlement called for the eventual reunificia-
tion of Vietnam, permitted the South Vietnamese 
and Vietcong troops to remain in place and pro-
vided for the release of all American prisoners of 
war within 60 days - on condition American troops 
withdrew within the same period of time. 
No mention was made of the presence of North 
Vietnamese troops in South Vietnam. 
It spelled the end of American involvement in the 
Vietnam war - which had begun on 12 February 
The last American prisoner was freed on 30 March, 
1973. 
Vietnam was finally reunited on 30 April 1975. 

this day in historyISRAEL 

A defiant Netanyahu says no 
one can halt war to crush Hamas, 
including the world court

led some 1,200 people in Israel, 
mostly civilians. About 250 
more were taken hostage, and 
while some have been released 
or confirmed dead, more than 
half are believed to still be in 
captivity. Sunday marks 100 
days of fighting.

Fears of a wider conflagra-
tion have been palpable since 
the start of the war. New fronts 
quickly opened, with Iran-ba-
cked groups — Houthi rebels 
in Yemen, Hezbollah in Leba-
non and Iran-backed militias 
in Iraq and Syria — carrying 
out a range of attacks. From 
the start, the U.S. increased its 
military presence in the region 
to deter an escalation.

Following a Houthi cam-
paign of drone and missile 
attacks on commercial ships 
in the Red Sea, the U.S. and 
Britain launched multiple airs-
trikes against the rebels Friday, 
and the U.S. hit another site 
Saturday.

In more fallout from the 
war, the world court this week 
heard arguments on South 
Africa’s complaint against Is-
rael. South Africa cited the soa-
ring death toll and hardships 
among Gaza civilians, along 
with inflammatory comments 
from Israeli leaders presented, 
as proof of what it called geno-
cidal intent.

In counter arguments Fri-
day, Israel asked for the case 
to be dismissed as meritless. 
Israel’s defense argued that the 
country has the right to fight 
back against a ruthless enemy, 
that South Africa had barely 
mentioned Hamas, and that it 
ignored what Israel considers 

attempts to mitigate civilian 
harm.

Meanwhile, Netanyahu and 
his army chief, Herzl Halevi, 
said they have no immedia-
te plans to allow the return of 
displaced Palestinians to nor-
thern Gaza, the initial focus of 
Israel’s offensive. Fighting in 
the northern half has been sca-
led back, with forces now fo-
cusing on the southern city of 
Khan Younis, though combat 
continues in parts of the north.

Netanyahu said the issue 
had been raised by U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
during his visit earlier this 
week. The Israeli leader said 
he told Blinken that “we will 
not return residents (to their 
homes) when there is fighting.”

At the same time, Ne-
tanyahu said Israel would 
eventually need to close what 
he said were breaches along 
Gaza’s border with Egypt. Over 
the years of an Israeli-Egyptian 
blockade, smuggling tunnels 
under Egypt-Gaza border had 
constituted a major supply line 
for Gaza.

However, the border area, 
particularly the city of Rafah 
in southern Gaza, is packed 
with hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians who had fled 
northern Gaza, and their pre-
sence would complicate any 
plans to widen Israel’s ground 
offensive.

“We will not end the war 
until we close this breach,” Ne-
tanyahu said Saturday, adding 
that the government has not 
yet decided how to do that.

In Gaza, where Hamas has 
put up stiff resistance to Israel’s 

blistering air and ground cam-
paign, the war continued una-
bated.

The Gaza Health Ministry 
said Saturday that 135 Pales-
tinians had been killed in the 
last 24 hours, bringing the ove-
rall toll of the war to 23,843. 
The count does not differen-
tiate between combatants and 
civilians, but the ministry has 
said about two-thirds of the 
dead are women and children. 
The ministry said the total 
number of war-wounded sur-
passed 60,000.

Following an Israeli airstrike 
before dawn Saturday, video 
provided by Gaza’s Civil Defen-
se department showed rescue 
workers searching through the 
twisted rubble of a building in 
Gaza City by flashlight.

Footage showed them car-
rying a young girl wrapped in 
blankets with injuries to her 
face, and at least two other 
children who appeared dead. 
A boy, covered in dust, winced 
as he was loaded into an am-
bulance.

The attack on the home in 
the Daraj neighborhood killed 
at least 20 people, according 
to Civil Defense spokesperson 
Mahmoud Bassal.

Another strike late Friday 
near the southern city of Ra-
fah on the Egyptian border 
killed at least 13 people, inclu-
ding two children. The bodies 
of those killed, primarily from 
a family displaced from cen-
tral Gaza, were taken to the ci-
ty’s Abu Youssef al-Najjar hos-
pital where they were seen by 
an Associated Press reporter. 
MDT/AP

NAJIB JOBAIN, SAMY MAGDY 
AND BASSEM MROUE, RAFAH

I
SRAEL will pursue its 
war against Hamas un-
til victory and will not be 
stopped by anyone, in-

cluding the world court, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said in a defiant speech Sa-
turday, as the fighting in Gaza 
approached the 100-day mark.

Netanyahu spoke after the 
International Court of Justice 
at The Hague held two days 
of hearings on South Africa’s 
allegations that Israel is com-
mitting genocide against Pa-
lestinians, a charge Israel has 
rejected as libelous and hypo-
critical. South Africa asked the 
court to order Israel to halt its 
blistering air and ground of-
fensive in an interim step.

“No one will stop us, not 
The Hague, not the axis of 
evil and not anyone else,” 
Netanyahu said in televised 
remarks Saturday evening, 
referring to Iran and its allied 
militias.

The case before the wor-
ld court is expected to go on 
for years, but a ruling on inte-
rim steps could come within 
weeks. Court rulings are bin-
ding but difficult to enforce. 
Netanyahu made clear that Is-
rael would ignore orders to halt 
the fighting, potentially deepe-
ning its isolation.

Israel has been under 
growing international pressure 
to end the war, which has killed 
more than 23,000 Palestinians 
in Gaza and led to widespread 
suffering in the besieged encla-
ve, but has so far been shielded 
by U.S. diplomatic and military 
support.

Thousands took to the 
streets of Washington, London, 
Paris, Rome, Milan and Dublin 
on Saturday to demand an end 
to the war. Protesters conver-
ging on the White House held 
aloft signs questioning Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s viability as a 
presidential candidate becau-
se of his staunch support for 
Israel during the war.

Israel argues that ending the 
war means victory for Hamas, 
the Islamic militant group that 
has ruled Gaza since 2007 and 
is bent on Israel’s destruction.

The war was triggered by a 
deadly Oct. 7 attack in which 
Hamas and other militants kil-
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- 	Fiber obtained from a banana plant; 6- “______ sprach Zarathustra”; 10- 

27th president of the U.S; 14- Visible exhalation; 15- Rules; 16- In fine fettle; 17- Novelist 
Calvino; 18- Bread spread; 19- Minerals; 20- Watery animal fluid; 21- No long-distance 
charge; 23- Bell and Barker; 25- Wreath of flowers; 26- Scrutinize; 29- Sigher’s word; 
32- Wears well; 37- Nasser’s org.; 38- Starting; 39- Person in the petroleum industry; 40- 
Make a trade?; 43- Series of prayers; 44- Film spool; 45- Chinese philosopher Mo-___; 
46- Prince Valiant’s wife; 47- Andean country; 48- Wither through heat exposure; 49- 
Convert into leather; 51- Writing instrument; 53- Inattentive; 58- Saturn’s largest moon; 
62- Course list?; 63- “Chicken of the sea”; 64- Evade; 65- Lodge members; 66- Foreign 
dignitary; 67- ___ firma; 68- Caesar’s wings; 69- Pro follower; 70- Streamlined;
 
DOWN 1- National competitor; 2- Soak leather in base solution; 3- On ___ with; 4- 
Decorative pillar; 5- Bouquet; 6- Bunches; 7- Composer Schifrin; 8- Bulges; 9- ___ Mio; 
10- Red-bearded god; 11- Swiss river; 12- 
Head for the hills; 13- French possessive; 
22- Pertaining to a son or daughter; 24- Pert; 
26- Above; 27- Christmas song; 28- “______ 
by any other name…”; 30- ___ Lobos; 31- 
Ablaze; 33- Tie-score word; 34- Strike hard; 
35- Shallow ornamental bowl; 36- Twisted 
expression?; 38- Add fizz; 39- Get the 
better of; 41- Budgetary excess; 42- ___ the 
land of the free...; 47- Soul; 48- Whine; 50- 
Adjust, modify; 52- Les ___-Unis; 53- Unit 
of an insurgency; 54- “Puppy Love” singer; 
55- Subterfuge; 56- Foul mood; 57- Poet 
Teasdale; 59- Made tracks; 60- Yorkshire 
river; 61- Mont. neighbor; 62- ___ culpa; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You are best to tuck your money 
away where no one will be able to 
touch it, including yourself. Try to 
get away with your mate. Involve 
yourself  in group endeavors. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Avoid conflicts with in-laws or 
other family members. Look 
into any educational activities 
involving the whole family. Use 
your charm, but don’t sign or 
agree to anything. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Outdoor sports events should 
entice you. You’ll be surprised 
how much you can accomplish. 
Difficulties relating to children 
will be stressful. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Focus your efforts on your work. 
You always seem to spend more 
than you make. Your health may 
have suffered due to neglect or 
abuse. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Resist any idle chatter. The 
great outdoors will allow you 
to teach youngsters some of  
the things you learned when 
growing up. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You must consider yourself  
for a change. Take time to 
do some writing, whether it’s 
correspondence, poetry, or 
keeping a journal. It will do you 
some good. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Things will be emotional with 
your mate. Involvement in groups 
will be favorable and lead to 
valuable information. Try not to 
judge too quickly. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You need to spend some time 
pampering yourself. This will not 
be the best day for communication 
or travel. Think hard before going 
into business with friends or family. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your ability to see other people’s 
points of  view will allow you to 
come to reasonable agreements. 
Talk to those in a position of  power 
about your intentions. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You will need to do a lot of  
research if  you wish to get to 
the bottom of  things. Home 
improvement projects will run 
smoothly. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t try to hide your true feelings 
from your mate. Sudden changes 
concerning coworkers may surprise 
you. You can finish projects early, 
which will bring you praise from 
superiors. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can make major 
accomplishments while on short 
trips. Social events may lead to a 
romantic interlude. Opportunities 
for romance will develop through 
activities with large groups. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           
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Hangzhou          
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Hong Hong         
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Paris

London

New York
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

Winner Loena Hendrickx of Belgium 

FIGURE SKATING 

Loena Hendrickx wins European 
championships gold to end wait
L

OENA Hendrickx’s wait 
for a major figure skating 
gold medal ended Satur-
day with victory at the 

European figure skating cham-
pionships.

Hendrickx had placed second 
at the world and European cham-
pionships but finally finished top 
of the podium with a high-energy 
program to Beyoncé and Madon-
na’s “Break My Soul (The Queens 
Remix)”. Hendrickx finished by 
striking a pose on the rink wall in 
front of the judges.

“I have no words, I’m just so 
happy. I worked so hard. Now all 
the emotion’s coming,” Hendrickx 
said with tears in her eyes.

“It was really hard because I 
had a lot of nerves going into the 
free program, I had a lot of pressu-
re but I tried to enjoy my perfor-
mance and I think I never enjoyed 
a program as much as I did here, 
so I’m very happy.”

Hendrickx won Belgium’s first 
European figure skating gold for 
77 years in a close contest with 
defending champion Anastasiia 

Gubanova of Georgia and another 
Belgian, 17-year-old Nina Pinzar-
rone, as all three medalists skated 

near-flawless free skates.
Hendrickx already had a fi-

ve-point lead from the short 

program and finished on a total 
213.25 points, but had to wait 
for Gubanova and Pinzarrone to 

skate before she could celebrate. 
Gubanova scored 206.52 and Pin-
zarrone 202.29.

For the second year running, 
Russia and Belarus are bar-
red from the European cham-
pionships following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. Before that, 
the last time a skater not repre-
senting Russia won the women’s 
gold medal was in 2013.

Charlene Guignard and Marco 
Fabbri won the ice dance title for 
the second straight year for Italy’s 
second gold medal of the cham-
pionships.

They scored a total 214.38 to 
beat Britain’s Lilah Fear and Lewis 
Gibson, who took the silver medal 
on 210.82 with a “Rocky”-themed 
program. The American-born Al-
lison Reed and her partner Sau-
lius Ambrulevicius won bronze 
for Lithuania with 203.07.

“We’re super happy about our 
performance,” Fabbri said. “The 
support that we received tonight 
(from the crowd) was incredible, 
one of the best that we received 
outside of Italy.”

Adam Siao Him Fa won the 
men’s gold medal Friday with a 
lead big enough to absorb the 
two-point deduction he earned 
for a banned backflip — a gesture, 
he said, “to push our sport, to de-
velop it and to bring that element 
back.”

Lucrezia Beccari and Matteo 
Guarise won the pairs gold medal 
for Italy on Thursday. MDT/AP
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Russia A huge fire 
tore through a large 
warehouse used by 
Russia’s largest online 
retailer south of St. 
Petersburg on Saturday 
morning. The blaze 
covered an area of 
70,000 square meters, 
with 50,000 square 
meters of the Wildberries 
warehouse collapsing, 
according to Russia’s 
Emergency Situations 
Ministry. No casualties 
were reported. Russia’s 
Emergency Situations 
Ministry said that, 
according to preliminary 
data, the cause of the 
fire was faulty electrical 
wiring.

Switzerland Top foreign 
policy advisers from 
Western countries and 
Ukraine met yesterday 
to help push forward 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
peace formula that aims 
to end Russia’s war on 
his country. The fourth 
such meeting of national 
security advisers took 
place in the Swiss town of 
Davos, where Zelenskyy 
is set to attend the World 
Economic Forum’s annual 
meeting starting Tuesday. 
He will endeavor to keep 
up international focus on 
Ukraine’s defense amid 
eroding support for Kyiv 
in the West and swelling 
distractions like conflict in 
the Middle East.

Iceland A volcano has 
erupted in southwestern 
Iceland for the second 
time in less than a 
month, sending semi-
molten rock spewing 
toward a nearby 
settlement. The eruption 
yesterday came after a 
swarm of earthquakes 
near the town of 
Grindavik, the Icelandic 
Meteorological Office 
said. The community was 
evacuated overnight, 
Iceland’s RUV television 
reported. Iceland, which 
sits above a volcanic hot 
spot in the North Atlantic, 
averages an eruption 
every four to five years.

A royal first: Australia celebrates Princess Mary’s 
historic rise to be queen consort in Denmark

For the first time, Australians find themselves on the brink of wit-
nessing one of their own, Princess Mary of Denmark, rise to the 
rank of queen when her husband, Crown Prince Frederik, is pro-
claimed king of that European nation Sunday.

He will become King Frederik X of Denmark two weeks after his 
83-year-old mother, Queen Margrethe II, announced she would be 
the first Danish royal to abdicate in some 900 years.

The 51-year-old Princess Mary’s unlikely journey from a law stu-
dent in Tasmania to European royalty as the world’s first Austra-

lian-born queen has captivated Danes and Australians alike for 
over two decades.

The then Mary Donaldson was 28 years old and working as a real 
estate agent when her chance meeting with the Danish prince oc-
curred at a Sydney pub during the 2000 Olympics. 

The announcement of their engagement in 2003 marked the be-
ginning of what is considered in Australia a fairytale romance, and 
her succession to the title of queen consort has many Australians 
brimming with excitement and anticipation.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

NORTH Korea fired a 
suspected intermedia-

te-range ballistic missile 
toward the sea on Sunday, 
South Korea’s military said, 
two months after the North 
claimed to have tested en-
gines for a new harder-to-
-detect missile capable of 
striking distant U.S. targets 
in the region.

The launch was the Nor-
th’s first this year. Experts 
say North Korea could ramp 
up its provocative missile 
tests as a way to influence 
the results of South Korea’s 
parliamentary elections in 
April and the U.S. presiden-
tial election in November.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said in a statement 
that it detected the launch 
of a ballistic missile of an in-
termediate-range class from 
the North’s capital region on 
Sunday afternoon. It said 
the missile flew toward the 
North’s eastern waters.

South Korea, the U.S. and 
Japan are analyzing further 
details of the launch as the 
South’s military maintains 
readiness, according to the 
statement.

Japan’s Defense Minis-
try also said it spotted the 
North’s possible ballistic 
missile. The Japanese coast 
guard, quoting the Defense 
Ministry, said the suspected 
missile was believed to have 

landed in the ocean.
In mid-November, Nor-

th Korea’s state media said 
it had successfully tested 
solid-fuel engines for a new 
intermediate-range ballistic 
missile that observers say is 
likely designed to hit U.S. 
military bases in Okinawa, 
Japan and the U.S. Pacific 
territory of Guam.

Built-in solid propellants 
make missile launches har-
der for outsiders to detect 
than liquid-fueled missi-
les, which must be fueled 
before launch and cannot 
last long. North Korea has 
a growing arsenal of solid-
-fuel short-range missiles 
targeting South Korea, but 
its existing intermediate-
-range missiles, including 
the Hwasong-12, are powe-
red by liquid-fuel engines.

The last time North Ko-
rea performed a public 
missile launch was Dec. 18, 
when it test-fired its Hwa-
song-18 solid-fueled inter-
continental ballistic missile, 
the North’s most advanced 
weapon. The Hwasong-18 
is The North’s only known 
solid-fuel ICBM and it’s de-
signed to strike the main-
land U.S.

In recent days, North Ko-
rea has also been escalating 
its warlike, inflammatory 
rhetoric against its foes. 
Leader Kim Jong Un, during 
visits last week to munitions 
factories, called South Ko-

rea “our principal enemy” 
and threatened to annihila-
te it if provoked, the North’s 
state media said Wednes-
day.

On Jan. 5, North Korea 
fired a barrage of artillery 
shells near the disputed 
western sea boundary with 
South Korea, prompting 
South Korea to conduct si-
milar firing exercises in the 
same area. South Korea ac-
cused North Korea of conti-
nuing similar artillery bar-
rage in the area for the next 
two days. The site is where 
the navies of the two Koreas 
have fought three bloody 
sea battles since 1999 and 
attacks blamed on North 
Korea killed 50 South Ko-
reans in 2010.

Experts say Kim likely 
wants to see South Korean 
liberals pursue rapproche-
ment with North Korea whi-
le maintaining a parliamen-
tary majority status and for 
former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump to be elected 
again. They say Kim might 
believe he could win U.S. 
concessions like sanctions 
relief if Trump returns to the 
White House.

In a key ruling party 
meeting in late December, 
Kim vowed to expand his 
nuclear arsenal and launch 
additional spy satellites to 
cope with what he called 
U.S.-led confrontational 
moves. MDT/AP

N. Korea launches 
suspected intermediate-
range ballistic missile 
that can reach 
distant US bases
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Visit carries 
forward 
momentum of 
cooperation

The ongoing visit by Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi to Egypt, Tunisia, Togo and Cote 
d’Ivoire, from Saturday to Thursday, con-
tinues the 34-year tradition of African 
countries being the first destinations of 
the year for China’s foreign minister.

That this tradition has been maintai-
ned for so many years speaks volumes 
about how unbreakable and sincere the 
friendship between China and Africa is. 
No matter how the international situa-
tion changes, the country’s endeavor to 
strengthen ties with African countries 
remains unchanged.

At the China-Africa Leaders’ Dialogue 
in South Africa in August last year, the 
African leaders thanked China for su-
pporting African integration and for its 
indispensable cooperation in their quest 
for modernization and for the assistance 
it has provided in times of need.

The ninth Forum on China-Africa Coo-
peration will be held in Beijing later 
this year, which will undoubtedly fur-
ther promote cooperation between the 
two sides. Egypt, Tunisia, Togo and Cote 
d’Ivoire have long been China’s partners 
and Wang’s visit will further promote 
China’s ties with them. Wang’s visit also 
aims to promote the implementation of 
what was achieved at the China-Africa 
Leaders’ Dialogue last August in Johan-
nesburg, and make preparations for this 
year’s Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion, according to the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry.

At last year’s dialogue, China issued 
blueprints for its support of Africa’s in-
dustrialization, agricultural moderni-
zation and the training of its personnel, 
which received a warm response from 
African countries. The cooperation be-
tween the two sides brings about win-
-win results, and all of China’s coopera-
tion projects with African countries are 
aimed at resolving the structural issues 
hindering their development. None of 
them targets any third party.

The sustainability of cooperation be-
tween the two sides in various areas 
points to the fact that China is a respon-
sible partner which sincerely hopes that 
its cooperation with African countries 
will help them shake off poverty and 
realize industrialization and moderni-
zation.

China’s support has helped provide 
African countries with opportunities to 
secure positions in the global industry 
and supply chains by leveraging their 
comparative advantages of labor costs 
and resources.

That China never attaches any political 
conditions to its investment or coopera-
tion projects to African countries speaks 
volumes about the earnestness with 
which it extends a helping hand.

It is believed that Wang’s visit will con-
solidate ties with the four countries and 
serve to further boost the cooperative 
relations between China and African 
countries.
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