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Japan The operator of the

wrecked Fukushima Daiichi

nuclear power plant said ’

yesterday it has no new .

safety worries and envisions

no changes to the plant's

decommissioning plans even .
A N

after a deadly earthquake on

Jan. 1 caused minor damage w BT % 0 I = IS
[ z i L ¥
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plant, rekindling concerns = b i i &

and prompting a regulatory g 1 B iy | - Ty =N i T

body to order a close
examination. The magnitude
7.6 quake onNew Year's

Day and dozens of strong
aftershocksin Japan's
north-centralregion have
left 222 people dead and 22
unaccounted for.
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un said his country
would nolonger pursue
reconciliation with South
Korea and called for rewriting
the North's constitution to
eliminate the idea of shared
statehood between the
war-divided countries. The
historic step to discard a
decades-long pursuit of a
peaceful unification, which
was based on a sense of
nationalhomogeneity
shared by both Koreas,
comes amid heightened
tensions where the pace
of both Kim's weapons
development and the
South's military exercises
with the United States have
intensified in a tit-for-tat.

AP PHOTO

Russia's top diplomat
yesterday hosted his North
Korean counterpart for talks
on expanding ties between
the two countries amid
international concerns over
an alleged arms cooperation
deal between Pyongyang
and Moscow. At the start of
the meeting, SergeiLavrov
said he and North Korean
Foreign Minister Choe Son
Huiwould discuss “active
work" onimplementing the
agreements reached by the
countries' leaders.
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FRINGE PLAYWRIGHT-ACTRESS AIMS TO SOOTHE
EMOTIONS THROUGH HER PERSONAL CAT STORY

ANTHONY LAM

A(S, the world gradually moves
n from the Covid-19 res-
trictions, a local playwright-ac-
tress wants to use her own stories
about her deceased cat, Taro, to
comfort the hearts of her audien-
ces.

“One Christmas, by a quirk of
fate, I met Taro, a stray cat,” Lei
Sam I has written in the introduc-
tory note to her short play, titled
“Goodbye, See You Soon.” Taro
was a cat that she adopted when
she was studying in Taiwan.

Unfortunately, Taro was diag-
nosed with cancer in 2022 and
eventually succumbed to the ill-
ness.

“Taro’s falling ill and my caring
for it along the way have brought
to me a lot of inspirations,” Lei
said. “I want to utilize these inspi-
rations to provide support, com-
pany or even therapeutic results
to people [after] the past three
years.”

Asked what emotional dis-
turbances she had observed or
recognized in others during the
past three years, Lei said that gi-
ven Macau’s small size and its clo-
se relationships, people were not
used to being alone.

“However, when lockdown ar-
rived, we all had to face solitude,
which we were not used to,” the
actress said. “Some people may

ANTHONY LAM

Lei Sam |

have magnified the difficulties
that they faced, while negative in-
formation was flying around.”

She added that it could be ex-
ceptionally difficult for people
who were not used to “mingling
with themselves” to do so sud-
denly and without training.

“They didn't have the tools to
face and understand themselves,”
she said, hinting that the feeling
could be extreme for some.

She hopes her play, which in-
corporates drama, live music and

interactions, would help calm au-
dience members and open doors
for them to move away and on
from the past tension.

Tunes will be played with clas-
sical guitar and handpan during
and after the show.

Although Taro’s fight against
cancer was brief, it was a difficult
journey, Lei said.

Not only did she need to think
about transport for Taro, she also
needed to worry about being lo-
cked down in the building. After

FAOM lawmakers concerned over
Jockey Club workers' situation

all, red health codes and sudden
lockdowns were not from yes-
teryear.

“If my building got cordoned,
I would not even be able to take
Taro to the vet,” she recalled.

Thankful for being able to care
for Taro on a full-time basis, she
felt anxious about the way in whi-
ch she cared for her terminally ill
pet. After falling asleep, she recal-
led, she would wake regularly to
check on the cat’s condition.

She agreed that it was analo-

gous to carers of the chronically
ill, and admitted that it was de-
manding both physically and
emotionally.

Her way of releasing pressure
was to play the guitar and listen
to music. The lessons that she
got from the incident, she said,
were the realization of life being
limited, the focus on happiness,
being thankful to matters that
were not so.

“Do what you like, meet people
whom you like and express your
love to those who you love: these
are the most precious deeds that
we can do,” she said, when asked
for suggestions to her struggles.

In response to why she had de-
cided to relocate to Macau with
Taro in 2017, she said it was a sen-
se of responsibility — which not
only applies to pet keeping but
literally to everything — empha-
sizing that once she had decided
to move she couldn't leave Taro
behind.

“Goodbye, See You Soon” will
have a total of four shows - from
today to Saturday — at pet-frien-
dly business Laika Land.

In addition a photo exhibition
— Likewise — will be held from to-
day to Sunday at the same venue.
The latter will feature photos of
Taro, alongside pre-recorded ex-
planations by Lei, accessible by
scanning QR codes placed next to
each photo.

RENATO MARQUES

O of the lawmakers
linked with the Macau
Federation of Trade Unions
(FAOM) have expressed
concerns over the annou-
nced closure of the Macau
Jockey Club (MJC).

The lawmakers Lam Lon
Wai and Lei Chan U have
issued a statement on the
matter after announce-
ments on Monday from
both the government and
MJC. Lam and Lei claim to
be closely watching as the
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matter unfolds, so as to en-
sure the rights of affected
workers are properly han-
dled.

They said they hope au-
thorities will properly refer
their employees to other
work, as well as protect
their rights and interests
more generally.

“According to informa-
tion from the Labour Affairs
Bureau (DSAL), MJC cur-
rently employs 254 locals
and 316 non-residents. The
company promised to pro-
vide its affected employees

i
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with adequate compen-
sation under law. Authori-
ties have also claimed that
there is interest from MJC
shareholders to reemploy
some workers, but we are
concerned that this will not
be possible in all cases.”

The two lawmakers
also expressed hopes that
authorities would closely
engage with both the com-
pany and its affected em-
ployees, communicating
with both and providing
workers with information
and options.

In addition to M]JC
paying out the compensa-
tion it owes, the lawmakers
are calling for the current
job position and work ex-
perience of affected em-
ployees be taken into
account when job trans-
fers are arranged, so that
workers are referred to “sui-
table positions.”

They said there had been
several cases where workers
were offered transferences
to posts outside their field
of expertise, leading them
to quickly quit those jobs.
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Upon resigning, workers ei-
ther partially or totally lost
their rights.

Lam and Lei also said,
regarding the relocation of
horse racing activities: “The

one-year period in which
to reestablish this industry
shows that the government
has learned from its pre-
vious experience in ceasing
dogracing.”
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UNITED FRONT DUSK CONCERTS

Communist Party must
'win the hearts’ of people in

Macau, HK and Taiwan: Xi

RESIDENT Xi Jinping has

emphasized the impor-

tance of the Communist

Party winning the “hear-
ts and minds” of the people of
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macau.
This call was made during a con-
ference with the United Front de-
partment of the Communist Party
in Beijing and first reported by
mainland media.

The United Front is responsi-
ble for managing relations with
individuals and groups outside
the party, both within and outside
China, and is considered a key ins-
trument in upholding the party’s
influence and control.

Xi highlighted the need for the
United Front to play a significant
role in safeguarding China’s natio-
nal sovereignty and stressed the
importance of building connec-
tions with “patriotic forces” over-
seas.

The focus is on promoting ex-
changes and mutual learning
opportunities between China and
foreign nations and cultures, to
cultivate a broader understanding
of, as well as support for, China.

This initiative is part of Chi-
na’s broader efforts towards the

EDUCATION

XINHUA

“great rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation,” which Xi has fre-
quently mentioned as his central
objective.

The approach involves stren-
gthening the role of the United
Front in places like Macau, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, and overseas Chi-
nese communities, aiming to

build support and loyalty towards
China and its political system.
These statements from Xi
come in the context of significant
political developments and ten-
sions in the region, particularly
in the case of the recent elections
in Taiwan, in which the liberal
Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) retained office.

The emphasis on winning
hearts and minds indicates “a
strategic approach that combines
soft power and cultural influence
alongside more traditional politi-
cal and diplomatic efforts,” accor-
ding to analysts cited in the repor-

ts. PC/AGENCIES

Development of digital economy and 'red
tourism’ lagging behind, researchers say

RENATO MARQUES

ESEARCHERS from

the Macao Innovation
and Development Resear-
ch Association (MIDRA)
joined the Director of the
Research Office of the
Liaison Office of the Cen-
tral People’s Government
in the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region, Guan
Yanbin, to discuss the re-
sults of several recent aca-
demic studies on digital
economies, ‘Ted tourism’
and patriotic education.

The results were discus-
sed at the launches of two
reports that address the
topics, unveiled yesterday
by MIDRA.

“Macao’s Digital Econo-
mic Development Strategy
Research” and “Macao’s
Red Tourism Resource De-

velopment and Patriotic
Education” are the two re-
ports in question. Resear-
chers contend that Macau

needs improvement in
these areas.

In his speech, Guan sta-
ted his belief in the great
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potential of developing
Macau’s local digital eco-
nomy, despite initial fo-
rays by the sector having
produced mixed results
to date. He remarked that
small and medium-sized
enterprises, as well as the

education sector, should
make better use of tech-
nology for the digital eco-
nomy in particular so as to
accelerate their develop-
ments.

“Universities are la-
cking in e-commerce
courses and practical
operations,” Guan said,
adding that he also belie-
ves Macau can become a
“red tourism hotspot,” at-
tracting visitors from the
mainland.

For this to happen, he
proposes further integra-
tion, with “red” resources
developed and utilized
to help promote patriotic
education both in Macau
and on the mainland.

One of the researchers
and the chairman of MI-
DRA, Lin Zhijun, also said
during the same discus-

sions that Macau’s cur-
rent shortcomings are the
result of a lack of digital
technology platforms and
infrastructure, as well as a
lack of talent in the sector.
Lin expressed hopes that
the city would soon see
increased progress in ta-
ckling these issues.

Lao Keng Chong, di-
rector-general of MIDRA,
added that red tourism
needs to be constantly im-
proved and updated, as it
cannot continue to follow
the past’s old conventions
of relatively simple activi-
ties, including photogra-
phy and all-too-brief gui-
ded tours.

“We should dig deep
into our background, pro-
moting it in conjunction
with our history and cul-
ture,” Lao said.

TO CONTINUE AT
LAI CHI VUN IN
JANUARY

The dusk concert series

will continue at the Lai Chi
Vun cultural area in January,
the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) has announced. Local
musicians and performers
will take the stage to
perform acoustic rock shows
on Jan. 20. Local bands
Blademark, FIDA and BA
Supermarket will captivate
their audiences against the
backdrop of Henggin and
Cotai. To cater to the needs
of concert-goers as well

as other visitors, the IC will
arrange shuttle buses to and
from Macau, Taipa and Lai
ChiVun. Buses shall depart
Macau at 2, 3and 4p.m.,
and from Taipa at 2:30 and
3:30p.m.

PROPERTY BUYERS
TO HAVE SOME
SPECIAL STAMP
DUTIES PAID

Following a new law as of Jan.
1 governing special stamp
duties, which are paid upon
the purchase of any buyer's
second real property, some
property buyers who made
purchases between Jan.

1 and 15 will be refunded
those special duties, the
Financial Services Bureau
(DSF) has announced. The
special duties account

for 5% of the price of the
real properties purchased.
The DSF stressed that
purchases made in 2023
will comply with the old law.
Those purchasing their third
property will be subject to
10% special stamp duty, the
DSF added.

ELECTOR
REGISTERS ON
PUBLIC DISPLAY
UNTIL NEXT
THURSDAY

The latest Registers

of Electors are now on

public display at the Public
Administration Building until
Jan. 25. Members of the
public may view the registers.
The hours of access are
from9a.m.to 5:45 p.m. from
Sunday to Thursday, as well as
9 a.m.to 5:30 p.m. on Friday.
Voters who are Legal Persons
may access their registration
on www.re.gov.mo and voters
who are Natural Persons

may access their registration
on the One Account app.
Objections to the registered
data can be filed with the
Public Administration and
Civil Services Bureau. As

of the end of 2023, Macau
has 325,561 Natural Person
votersand 777 Legal Person
voters.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

GOV'T TO SUBMIT UPDATED DRAFT OF
AL ELECTION BILL TO PARLIAMENT

ANTHONY LAM

TH the competent par-
liamentary committee
satisfied with the clarifications
provided by the government on
the Legislative Assembly Election
Amendment Bill, an updated dra-
ft will be submitted to the parlia-
ment for review.

Committee president Chan
Chak Mo held a press conferen-
ce yesterday afternoon, following
the committee’s meeting with
competent government officials
on the bill.

Chan said that the commit-
tee had concerns over Article 13
of the bill, which deals with the
consistency of the Electoral Af-
fairs Commission (CAEAL). In this
article, the third clause proposes
the circumstances under which a
CAEAL member will be dismissed
and replaced by an appointee of
the Chief Executive.

The first draft of the bill failed
to adequately provide for cir-
cumstances in which a CAEAL
member is prosecuted or taken
into custody over allegations that
could ultimately lead to three or
more years’ imprisonment.

While the government has
agreed to provide for this cir-
cumstance in the updated bill,
Chan stressed that the addition
was demanded by the committee
because similar provisions exist in
the Chief Executive Electoral Law
— the latest amendment to which
was passed last year.

Another amendment to the
bill related to the Chief Executive
Electoral Law concerns the seven-
th clause of Article 33. Concerning
accepting support from people
committing deeds “not due to
electoral purposes” (per the ori-
ginal text), the bill has since been
amended to make reference to
deeds “not permitted due to elec-

ANTHONY LAM

toral purposes.”

Chan even speculated that the
absence of the aforementioned
circumstances in the updated
bill was due to the Chief Execu-
tive Electoral Law failing to pass
through parliament when the
Election Amendment Bill was
submitted to the legislature.

Article 184 proposes that the
CAEAL, the Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC), the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP) and the
Judiciary Police (P]) be authorized
to handle “minor violations” sti-
pulated in the relevant section.

Chan disclosed that commit-
tee members wondered why the
PJ would be involved in handling
minor violations, as under normal
circumstances, the department
concerns itself with more severe
crimes.

As an explanation, the com-
mittee was told that in many ins-
tances, contemporary electoral
violations take place online. Such
violations include general cyber
crimes, cyber-attacks, illegal cam-
paigning, the release of classified
survey results, and defamation.

According to Chan, citing Se-
cretary for Administration and
Justice André Cheong, the PJ are
better trained to handle similar
violations, thus justifying the de-
partment’s inclusion in the bill.

Chan added that the PJ, upon
receiving a complaint or report,
would initiate an investigation
before delivering any conclusions
to the CAEAL for further investi-
gation.

On matters involving external
authorities, Chan said that com-
mittee members were concerned

with how the local government
proposes to maintain investiga-
tive authorities in foreign juris-
dictions. The bill provides for as
much, should alleged violations
take place outside of Macau.

Cheong offered assurances
that the government has poli-
cing and judicial mechanisms in
place for cooperation to facilita-
te this proposed authority.

The lawmakers also expressed
their concerns over the ambigui-
ty surrounding the distinction
between the ordinary and lawful
responsibilities of a lawmaker
versus actions that would cons-
titute illegal campaigning during
an election. However, they deci-
ded to accept the government’s
assurances, allowing the CAEAL
to determine the nature of these
matters.

JUDICIARY
POLICE
WARNS
PUBLIC TO
BE WARY OF
A FAKE NEW
YAOHAN
FACEBOOK
PAGE

STAFF REPORTER

HE Judiciary Police (PJ])

was recently notified of a
fake New Yaohan Facebook
page promoting the sale of
several items aiming to scam
unaware internet users.

After confirming the illicit
nature of the page, PJ deter-
mined that New Yoahan was
not associated with the page
and did not sponsor the sale
of such items.

The fraudulent Facebook
page promotes various pro-
ducts from major brands,
including bags, cosmetics,
and accessories, and targets
Facebook users through ad-
vertisements, enticing them
to place orders for items by
clicking on a fraudulent link.

In a statement, PJ noted
that the authenticity of the-
se products is questionable,
and that users’ personal data
could potentially be stolen if
purchases were attempted.
This data would no doubt be
used for illicit purposes, PJ
said.

PJ calls on citizens to ca-
refully read all promoted
advertisements that are re-
commended to users by so-
cial media platforms, and for
citizens to exercise caution
whilst shopping online, so as
to better avoid scams.

Construction of new police headquarters concludes

RENATO MARQUES

ONSTRUCTION  of

the new Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP) head-
quarters building, located
at Pac On, in Taipa, has of-
ficially concluded, the Pu-
blic Works Bureau (DSOP)
announced.

According to the DSOP
release, the project was
completed yesterday, 45
days ahead of schedule.

The new building will
host several departments
of the PSP including the
Command Office and the
Special Tactical Unit, and

spans an approximate area
of 7,000 square meters,
comprising three juxtapo-
sed buildings, forming a
U-shape.

The new facility is lo-
cated in Taipa’s Pac On
precinct, in the land plot
reference ‘El’, next to the
Immigration Services bui-
lding and adjacent the 4th
Macau-Taipa Bridge.

The
are nine stories high and
include a two-story un-
derground parking lot, to
comprise a total construc-
tion area of approximately
80,000 square meters.

use.

three buildings

The project was initially
expected to be completed
in March this year.

The DSOP is now per-
forming its final verifica-
tions and inspections be-
fore it hands the building
over to security forces for

Besides several depart-
ments of the PSP and other
facilities, the building will
become the new home of
a 999-emergency hotli-
ne call center, and house
the control and operation
room for Macau’s street
surveillance network (Eyes
in the Sky).
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GAMING

Citi, JP Morgan raise
anuary gaming revenue
forecast to MOP18 billion

STAFF REPORTER

ASED on industry channels,

Macaus GGR for the first

14 days of January reached

MOP8.6 billion, or an ave-
rage gross gaming (GGR) revenue of
MOP600 million per day last week,
which was 5% lower than the first
week of January, Citi Research has re-
ported.

According to Citi’s research, Ma-
cau’s VIP GGR has been largely flat
month-on-month in recent weeks.
Taking into account recent GGR
trends, Citi conservatively raised
its forecast for January 2024 from
MOP17.5 billion to MOP18 billion,
which is equivalent to about 72% of
January 2019 levels.

This also implies that Macau’s
average daily GGR for the rest of Ja-
nuary 2024 is expected to be about

MOP553 million.

Along the same lines, JPMor-
gan understands that Macau’s GGR
for the first 14 days of January will be
MOPS8.6 billion, or MOP614 million
per day, which implies that last week’s
daily GGR was MOP600 million. This
is significantly lower than that of the
New Year’s holiday, but the perfor-
mance is still quite solid on a seaso-
nal basis, JPMorgan has clarified in its
own report.

JPMorgan expected January GGR
to meet market expectations, rea-
ching MOP17.5 billion to MOP18
billion. Although there are still
challenges to the macroeconomic
environment, JPMorgan remains op-
timistic towards Macau'’s casinos in
this Year of the Dragon.

Meanwhile, Morgan Stanley said
in its own research report that it re-
mains positively disposed to Macau’s

gaming industry, believing that ga-
ming companies will outperform the
performance of Chinas consumer
market in their earnings, as well as
suggesting that valuations in the in-
dustry have fallen too far. The key the-
mes for this year’s stock selection will
be market share trends and corporate
operating leverage levels.

The broker pointed out that casino
stocks performed strongly in 1H23,
but lost momentum in 2H23 due to
concerns that Macau’s GGR had al-
ready peaked, leading to an ultimate
drop of 15% for the whole year and
thus underperforming the HSI by
about 2 ppts. It is expected that GGR
will grow significantly this year, and
that the growth of mass market busi-
ness is expected to be strong. It is pre-
dicted that the annual mass GGR and
industry EBITDA will grow by 25%
and 34% year-on-year respectively.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

BAIDU DENIES REPORT
THAT ITS ERNIE CHATBOT
IS LINKED TO CHINESE
MILITARY RESEARCH

ECHNOLOGY com-

pany Baidu refuted a
newspaper report that said
its artificial intelligence cha-
tbot Ernie was linked to Chi-
nese military research.

Hong Kong newspaper
South China Morning Post
on Friday cited an academic
paper from a university af-
filiated with the People’s Li-
beration Army cyberwarfare
division. The paper stated
that the division had tested
its artificial intelligence sys-
tem on Baidu’s Ernie and on
artificial intelligence firm
iFlyTek’s Spark, both of whi-
ch are language-based Al
chatbots similar to ChatGPT.

After its Hong Kong-listed
stock plunged more than
11.5% Monday, Baidu de-
nied the allegations, saying
in a statement that it had not
engaged in a business colla-
boration with the paper’s
authors or their affiliated
institutions.

“Ernie Bot is available to
and used by the general pu-
blic,” the Chinese company
said in its statement.

The academic paper
from the PLA Information
Engineering University de-
tailed how researchers had
given Ernie Bot prompts to
generate simulated military
response plans for Libyan
troops in response to a U.S.
military attack.

Baidu said that if the au-
thors employed large lan-
guage models such as Ernie
Bot, they would have used
the functions available to
any user interacting with
such Al tools.

Like ChatGPT, users can
pose questions or requests
to Ernie Bot, which would
then generate content ba-

sed on the initial prompt.
Like many other internet
services in China, Ernie Bot
is also subject to censorship
rules and will not answer
questions deemed politi-
cally sensitive or taboo by
the Chinese government.

The South China Mor-
ning Post report initially
described a “physical link”
between Ernie and the PLA
division. The reference has
since been amended to say
that the PLA lab had tested
its system on Baidu’s Al mo-
del.

The plunge in Baidu'’s sto-
ck price underscored fears
from investors that Chinese
technology firms linked to
the Chinese military or go-
vernment could be sanctio-
ned by the U.S. in a similar
fashion to Chinese telecom-
munications giant Huawei,
which the U.S. sees as an es-
pionage risk.

Relations between China
and the U.S. have declined
in recent years over disa-
greements on trade, tech-
nology and issues related to
Taiwan, a self-ruled island
and U.S. ally that China
regards as a renegade pro-
vince to be taken by force if
necessary.

Baidu, which operates
China’s leading search engi-
ne and is one of the coun-
try’s leading artificial inte-
lligence firms, made Ernie
Bot available to the public
in August 2023 amid a race
among Chinese technolo-
gy firms to produce China’s
ChatGPT equivalent.

The Beijing-headquarte-
red firm said in December
that it had more than 100
million users for Ernie Bot.
MDT/AP
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- Information Technology

- Health Sciences and Sports
- Languages and Translation
- Arts and Creativity

- Business and Management

Undergraduate Admission
From now until 17/01/2024

- Public Administration and Services

Macao Polytechnic University
Open for admission 2024/2025

Postgraduate Admission

Master’s Degree Programmes:
From now until 30/04/2024

Doctoral Degree Programmes:
From now until 15/05/2024

Degree programmes offered in the areas of; |
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Telephor

E-mail: admission@m
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XINJIANG

Evacuation underway for
stranded tourists after
multiple avalanches
trap 1,000 people

ESCUERS evacua-
ted tourists yester-
day from a remo-
e skiing area in
northwestern China where

AD

dozens of avalanches trig-
gered by heavy snow have
trapped more than 1,000
people for a week, state me-
dia said.

The avalanches have
blocked roads, stranding
both tourists and residents
in a village in Altay prefec-
ture in the Xinjiang region,

%ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ/féﬂ;ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂfwﬂ

« {2 B W

We bring high quality of

medical service to Macau

WP e

General Surgery :

Dr. Fok Mansen, Dr. Lal Cheuwck Seen Edward,

Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dv. Kwong Man,
Dr. Hie Fu fhong, D U Chong San,

De. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong ¥in Richard, Dr

Paediatric Surgery :
Paediatrics : [ir. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology -

Zhao Yun Qiao

D, Yeung Chung Kwong

[, Fong Euan lo

Flastic & Aesthetic Surgery : De Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

ENT : Dv. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiclogy : Or. lin Chun, Or. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine : Or. Ng Kam Hong, De. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

23 142 15 Andar, em Macau

close to China’s border with
Mongolia, Russia and Ka-
zakhstan.

Those injured were
being airlifted out on a mi-
litary helicopter while su-
pplies such as food and fuel
were being flown in.

State broadcaster CCTV
said a snow-blocked road
linking Hemu village to ma-
jor roads was cleared yes-
terday, enabling vehicles to
enter and tourists to drive
themselves out.

Footage showed dozens
of tourists dragging lugga-
ge over snow-covered areas
toward a military helicop-
ter, while a long line of ou-
tgoing cars was seen on the
cleared road.

State media cited the lo-
cal highway administration
as saying the avalanches
affected 350 kilometers of
roads. Road clearing efforts
were hampered due to the
area’s geography as roads
leading to Hemu are situa-
ted in a valley with tree-co-
vered slopes.

Known as an emerging
ski destination, Altay pre-
fecture had been hit by
heavy snowfall since early
January. China Daily, citing
the Xinjiang meteorological
bureau, said at least 31 ava-
lanches were reported as of
Saturday.

Authorities at the Kanas
scenic area, where Hemu
village is located, said the
area will be closed until at
least Jan. 20 due to con-
tinued extreme weather.
MDT/AP
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DIRE STRAIT
Beijing
Marcos

blasts
for

congratulating
Taiwan election

winner

HINA’'S Foreign Mi-

nistry  summoned
the Philippine ambas-
sador vyesterday and
denounced President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
congratulatory message
to the winner of Taiwan’s
leader election, Lai Chin-
g-te.

Ministry  spokesper-
son Mao Ning told re-
porters that Marcos’s
remarks “seriously vio-
lated the political com-
mitments made by the
Philippines to China and
rudely interfered in Chi-
na’s internal affairs.”

China claims Taiwan
as its own territory, to
be recovered by force if
necessary, and angrily
condemns statements
that appear to confer le-
gitimacy on the island’s
government.

“We would like to
sternly tell the Philippi-
nes not to play with fire
on the Taiwan issue ...
(and) immediately stop
making wrong words
and deeds on Taiwan-
-related issues, and stop
sending any wrong sig-
nals to Taiwan indepen-
dence and separatist for-
ces,” Mao said.

She said Assistant Fo-
reign Affairs Minister

Nong Rong summoned
the Philippine Ambas-

sador to China Tuesday
morning and “made so-
lemn representations,
and urged the Philippi-
nes to give China a res-
ponsible explanation.”

Marcos Jr. congratu-
lated Taiwan’s leader-e-
lect on Monday, saying
in a statement shared
on social media that he
was looking “forward to
close collaboration” and
“strengthening mutual
interests.” Lai, who is
detested by Beijing, has
pledged to safeguard
the island’s de-facto in-
dependence from China
and further align it with
other democracies.

“On behalf of the Fili-
pino people, I congratu-
late Lai Ching-te on his
election as Taiwan’s [next
leader],” Marcos said on
X, formerly known as
Twitter.

After U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
congratulated Lai on
his victory, China’s Fo-
reign Ministry said that
Blinken’s message “sends
a gravely wrong signal
to the ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’ separatist for-
ces.” The ministry clai-
med the congratulations
went against a U.S. com-
mitment to maintain
only unofficial ties with
Taiwan. MDT/AP
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Thailand’s former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra greets his supporters as he arrives at Don Muang airport in Bangkok, last August

THAILAND

Officials say not calling Thaksin

Inmate’

ORMER Thai Prime Mi-

nister Thaksin Shinawatra

is serving a prison senten-

ce after being convicted

of wrongdoing in office, but he

shouldn’t be called an inmate, the

country’s Correction Department
declared yesterday.

The agency felt it necessary to

explain that it is not being defe-

rential to the controversial former

INDONESIA

6,500
F

NDONESIA has eva-

cuated about 6,500 peo-
ple on the island of Flores
after Mount Lewotobi
Laki-laki volcano spewed
thick clouds of brownish
ash for the past days, au-
thorities said.

No casualties or major
damage have been repor-
ted so far.

The eruptions in East
Nusa Tenggara province
are part of hot gas spills
that have become more
frequent in recent days.
The 1,584-meter (5,197
foot) mountain is one of
the “twin volcanoes” —
the Lewotobi Laki-laki

AP PHOTO

leader when it refers to him in pu-
blic without using the term.

The department said its stan-
dard practice is not to call priso-
ners “inmates” in its public state-
ments to avoid stigmatizing them.
It said the term is only used inter-
nally among its officials.

Itwas responding to critics who
charge that Thaksin, a billionaire
populist and unofficial patron of

the political party that returned
to power last year, is being given
special treatment while he serves
his sentence in a private room in
a state hospital instead of in a pri-
son cell.

Thaksin, 74, was ousted in a
2006 military coup after being
accused of corruption, abuse of
power and disrespecting the mo-
narchy. He fled into exile in 2008

is standard practice

ahead of a trial on corruption
charges, declaring that he was
being prosecuted for political rea-
sons.

He returned to Thailand last
year, and after being welcomed
by supporters at Bangkok’s airport
was taken immediately to prison
to begin serving an eight-year
term for a series of convictions.

Less than a day later, he was

people evacuated on the island of
ores after volcano spews clouds of ash

Mount Lewotobi spews volcanic smoke from its crater during an eruption in East Flores

transferred from prison to the
Police General Hospital. Correc-
tions Department officials said he
had high blood pressure and low
oxygen, suffered from insomnia
and felt tightness in his chest, and
that doctors recommended he be
transferred to avoid life-threate-
ning risks.

His return to Thailand came
the same day that the Pheu Thai
party -- the latest incarnation of
the party that he originally led to
power in 2001, and for which he is
considered the de facto leader --
won a parliamentary vote to form
a new government. The previous
government was heavily influen-
ced by the military, which conti-
nued its hostility to Thaksin and
his allies long after ousting him in
2006.

About a week after Thaksin's
return, King Maha Vajiralongkorn
reduced his eight-year sentence
to a single year. He will be able to
apply for parole after serving one-
-third of his amended sentence,
or four months.

Thaksin was a police lieute-
nant colonel before becoming
a successful telecoms entrepre-
neur. The Corrections Depart-
ment and the hospital have decli-
ned to reveal in detail what Thak-
sin is being treated for, citing his
right to privacy, although officials
have said he has undergone sur-
gery twice.

His daughter, Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, who now heads the
Pheu Thai party and is seen as
the heir apparent to his political
ambitions, has said he suffered
complications after contracting
the coronavirus in 2020, and that
she is most worried about a heart
condition. MDT/AP

community, as well as vi-
sitors and tourists, to stay
away from a 4-kilometer
radius around the erup-
tion zone and be aware of
the potential for cold lava
surging into rivers ups-
tream from the peak in
case of intense rain.

Lewotobi Laki-laki is
one of the 120 active vol-
canoes in Indonesia, an
archipelago of 270 million
people. The country is
prone to earthquakes and
volcanic activity because
it sits along the “Ring of
Fire,” a horseshoe-sha-
ped series of seismic fault
lines around the Pacific
Ocean.

Meanwhile, on the is-
land of Sumatra, Indone-
sia’s Mount Marapi erup-
ted again on Sunday, for
the second time since De-
cember, spewing smoke
and ash high into the air,

and Lewotobi Perempuan

but no casualties were re-

— in the Flores Timur dis-
trict.
The volcano has erup-

ted 40 times since Sun-
day, with columns of hot
clouds rising 500-1,500

meters into the air.
Residents in nearby
villages were taken in by

relatives or brought to
evacuation centers as au-
thorities raised the vol-

cano’s alert status to the
highest level last Tuesday.
Officials urge the local

ported. At least 100 resi-
dents were evacuated the-
re since Friday. MDT/AP
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DAVOS

Zelens

stage in

support

JAMEY KEATEN, DAVOS

KRAINIAN Presi-

dent  Volodymyr

Zelenskyy is headli-

ning a frenzied first
full day of the World Economic
Forum’s annual meeting in the
Swiss ski resort of Davos, whe-
re top officials from the Uni-
ted States, European Union,
China, the Middle East and
beyond spoke yesterday about
tackling conflict and embra-
cing technology like artificial
intelligence.

Zelenskyy will endeavor to
keep his country’s long and
largely stalemated defense
against Russia on the minds of
political leaders, just as Israel’s
war with Hamas, which passed
the 100-day mark this week,
has siphoned off much of the
world’s attention and sparked
concerns about a wider con-
flict in the Middle East.

Yesterday's activities got
rolling with a dizzying array of
subjects in rooms at the Da-
vos conference center, where
discussions tackled issues as
diverse as innovation in Eu-
rope, the economic impact of
generative Al and corporate
support for clean technologies.

Conversations with the
prime ministers of Qatar and
Jordan will bookend the day’s
most visible events, with spee-
ches by Chinese Premier Li
Qiang, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
and U.S. national security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan in between.

Qatar's prime minister,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani, said the
concentration on the attacks
on ships in the Red Sea by Ye-
men’s Houthi rebels — which
have spurred retaliatory strikes
by the U.S. and Britain — was
“focusing on the symptoms
and not treating the real issue”
of Israel’s war on Hamas.

“We should focus on the
main conflict in Gaza. And as
soon as it's defused, I believe
everything else will be defu-
sed,” he said, adding that a
two-state solution was requi-
red to end the conflict.

Sheikh Mohammed also
warned a military confron-
tation “will not contain” the
Houthi attacks.

“I think that what we have
right now in the region is a re-

AP PHOTO

takes center
orum to rally
for Ukraine's figh

Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission (left) and Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Davos

cipe of escalation everywhere,”
he added.

Li, the Chinese premier,
focused on pitching the coun-
try as a place to invest, noting
that “we are opening wide
our embrace.” He said China’s
economy is estimated to have
grown about 5.2% last year, ex-
ceeding the target it had set of
5%.

China’s economy, for deca-
des a leading engine of global
expansion, has struggled sin-
ce COVID-19 restrictions, with
high youth unemployment
and its overbuilt property
market imploding.

Li gave veiled criticizism of
U.S. restrictions on China’s abi-
lity to buy advanced computer
chips used in everything from
cellphones to washing machi-
nes.

“Technology’s achievemen-
ts should be used to benefit all
humankind and it should not
be used as a method to limit,
to suppress another country,”
Li said.

Von der Leyen, for her part,
reiterated that the EU doesn't
want to break from Beijing
— one of its most important
trade partners — but to ease
the risks of relying too heavily
on it because “we have issues
when it comes to access to the
market, when it comes to a le-
vel playing field, when it comes
to economic security.”

She noted China’s export
controls on metals used in
computer chips, solar cells and
more.

For the U.S., Sullivan said
no when The Associated Press
asked whether he would
meet with China’s delegation

as he headed into talks with
Zelenskyy and U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken.

Zelenskyy, once reticent
about leaving his war-torn
country, has recently gone on
a whirlwind tour to try to rally
support for Ukraine’s cause
against Russia amid donor fa-
tigue in the West and concerns
that former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump — who touted ha-
ving good relations with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
— might return to the White
House next year following his
commanding win Monday in
the lIowa caucuses.

It is Zelenskyy’s first trip
to Davos as president after
speaking by video in previous
years, and he’s drawn the at-
tention of media and others
trying to grab a word from him
— while he’s surrounded by a
large contingent of security.

He hopes to parlay the high
visibility of the event into a
bully pulpit to showcase Ukrai-
ne’s pressing needs, and allies
will be lining up: Corporate
chiefs and officials like von der
Leyen learned what support
was needed to help Ukraine
rebuild at an invitation-only
“CEOs for Ukraine” session.

“It's time for us, for Ukrai-
nian companies, for interna-
tional companies to rebuild
(the) Ukrainian economy,”
Maxim Timchenko, CEO of
Ukrainian energy company
DTEK said after the session.
“To rely on ourselves. To build
a future for Ukraine.”

In her speech, Von der
Leyen painted an optimis-
tic view of the war in Ukraine
despite the stalemate on the

battlefield. She said Russia has
“lost half of its military capabi-
lities,” while Ukraine regained
half the ground it had origi-
nally lost early in the invasion.

A day earlier, Zelenskyy
made a stop in Switzerland’s
capital, Bern, where President
Viola Amherd pledged her
country would start working
with Ukraine to help organize
a “peace summit” for Ukraine.

The theme of the meeting
in Davos is “rebuilding trust,”
and it comes as that sentiment
has been fraying globally: Wars
in the Middle East and Europe
have increasingly split the wor-
1d into different camps.

While the geopolitical si-
tuation has oozed gloom, bu-
sinesses appear more hopeful
— in part from prospects that
artificial intelligence can help
boost productivity.

Al is a major topic at Davos,
with a key talk by Microsoft
CEO Satya Nadella — whose
company has invested billions

in ChatGPT maker OpenAl —
among the sessions.
Nadella, speaking at a

Bloomberg News event ahead
of his talk, indicated that issues
surrounding OpenAl’s leader-
ship have been resolved. The
ChatGPT maker’s governance
and relationship with Micro-
soft came into question last
year after the startup’s board
suddenly fired CEO Sam Alt-
man, who was then swiftly
reinstated.

“I'm comfortable, I have no
issues with any structure” of
the operating model at Ope-
nAl, Nadella said. “What I wou-
1d like is good governance and
real stability.” MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1983 BBC WAKES UP TO
MORNING TV

People have been switching on their televi-
sions a little earlier than usual to catch Britain's
first breakfast news programme.

The BBC's new Breakfast Time programme
went on air at 0630 GMT, presented by Na-
tionwide's Frank Bough and former ITN news
reader Selina Scott.

Nick Ross, who has presented a range of BBC
radio news programmes, will also be hosting the
show.

The two-and-a-half hour programme - pre-
sented live from the BBC's refurbished Lime
Grove studios - is costingareported £6mayear.

It is the corporation'’s biggest investment sin-
ce BBC Two went on the air.

The battle for ratings will really hot up next
month, when TV-amlaunchesits new breakfast
news programme.

The BBC's Director General, Alasdair Milne,
was full of praise for this morning's show: "It was
aterrific start. The first Tonight programme was
not as good as this."

Breakfast Time editor Ron Neil said the show
was intended to be relaxed and informal - and
he dismissed suggestions it would fail to draw
abig audience.

One survey in this morning's papers claims
only four out of 10 people will watch the pro-
gramme. Mr Neil said "That's an awful lot of
people. If four out of 10 are watching, | will be
delighted.”

He added: "It isnt costing the licence fee
payer any more money, the licence fee hasn't
gone up. | think we will give people a very enter-
taining and informative two-and-a-half hours
every morning.”

The programme is catering for a wide varie-
ty of tastes - with its own resident astrologer,
Russell Grant, and a regular exercise slot led by
"Green Goddess" Diana Moran.

Families around the country got up especially
early to watch the first programme. The BBC
says it received 1,500 calls from well-wishers
phoning to offer their congratulations.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Newspaper critics at the time claimed there was
no demand for breakfast TV.

Richard Ingrams writing in The Spectator said:
"Thereis no earthly reason why anyone of intelli-
gence should want to watchiit."

TV-am's Good Morning Britain launched two
weeks later and the battle for ratings quickly hotted
up.

Personalities on both programmes came and
went - but TV-am faced financial ruin when ratings
plummeted to 200,000 in May.

Greg Dyke was brought in from London Weekend
Television to save the programme. The original five
presenters were sacked and he promoted a pup-
pet, Roland Rat, to help read the news. His tactics
paid off.

Avyear later, the BBC and TV-amwere bringing in
weekly audiences of 1.5mand 1.2mrespectively.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

T

4 MacauDally mrsass® o

INMes

page 9

wed 17.01.2024 & 14 INFOTAINMENT
A ———
YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
i P
& ARIES TAURUS WOULD YOU SAY STEADINESS' £ | AND WouLD 2 ¥ THORNAPPLE, YOU ARE NOT
7 Mar.21Apr.19 /' npr.20May. 20 IS AN ATTRIBUTEAGOOD 2| YOU SAY 5 STEADY,YOU ARE INERT!
. . . . £ 8
Don’t jump too quickly if someone Do a little shopping You're likely EXECUTIVE SHOU LD POSS E'SS'Z Fg THATT AM § S
tries to make you join in on their  to find a real bargain. You will have ! s | STEADYZ 2 ;
crusade. Travel will be on your  to face each issue separately and in g | ' o
mind, but you should be sure that  person. Do not jump to conclusions 1 SUPPO3E SO, CLERD g \ E e
you've got all your work up-to-date.  concerning your romantic partner. = %’ z
A =
N 4
GEMINI @ CANCER & g .
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@/ May. 21-Jun. 21 7 Jun.22ul.22 kil V 5 r
You will enjoy physical activiies  You will have a tendency to put ‘%
more than you think. Don’tlet others  on pounds. Problems with your
restrict you from saying how you feel  mate will develop if you don’t let
about family issues. Work quietly on  them have their way. Make those
your own and you will forge ahead. phone calls and pay your bills.
SUDOKU WEATHER
LEO VIRGO
@ MIN MAX CONDITION
/ sul23aug.22 /' hug.235ep.22 EASY EASY+
Your best gains will come through ~ Try to avoid any drastic decisions B
helping others emotionally. Don’t  concerning personal legal matters. Beijing 4 1 OVEREEE:
count on others to cover up for Romance can develop; however, it 3 612 4 3 1 7|6 Changchun “11 0 fine
your shortcomings. Be sure to  will most probably be short-lived. # 4 & 1 g 3
double-check the house on your ~ You can make life easier for an B Chengdu 8 12 overcast
way out. older member of your family. 2 5 i 8 3 5 G Chongging 11 14 rain
# 513 7 2 8 1
LIBRA T SCORPIO - Fuzhou 10 22 cloudy
2K, ! 6 9 3 8 4 E 9 Guangzhou 12 24 cloudy
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 Y/ Oct. 23-Nov. 21 4 713 1 8 Y 3 2 Guiyang 12 18 showers
Find out all you can; secret Misunderstandings could cause - 7 2 1 6 8 4 Haikou 20 25 rain
enemies may lead you astray. You  confusion and  upset.  Your i 9 4 5 6
may have some difficulties with  passionate nature may make you Hangzhou 3 20 cloudy
someone you live with. Secret jealous if your mate has been too q 211 4 5 q 8 . ~ _
affairs will only lead to deception.  busy to take care of your needs. Harbin 15 6 cloudy
Hefei 2 6 rain
Nanjin 10 rain
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN e
D@. MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 18 fine
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec.22-Jan. 19 7 6 3 ’ 8 Taipei 15 22 fine
Call siblings or old friends to catch ~ Be cautious who you deal with Wuhan 3 6 rain
up on recent news. Don’t put all  financially. There’ll be difficulties 3 1 T 6 loud
your cash in one place. Don’t be if you spend too much. Pay 2 4 3 Hong Hong 21 21 cloudy
angry, but be on your guard. Elders  attention to small but important
may need your help. details. 2 3 f 2
1 E 2 2 4
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 4 5 Moscow -18 -9 windy
3 914 5
Frankfurt 0 1 snow
%/ Jan.20-Feb.18 7' Feb.19-Mar.20 5 s |1 2 |3 . _
Trips, educational pursuits, or  You can learn from those who have 6 4 Paris 0 Ul
projects that could lead to new  had similar experiences. This is not 1 London -4 2 overcast
outlooks should be on your the day to be extravagant. You may
agenda. Children may be difficult  come down with minor infections New York -6 -4 fine

to deal with. Don’t get involved in
uncertain financial ventures.

CROSSWORDS

if you have allowed yourself to get
rundown.

1- Diplomacy; 5- Japanese three-line verse; 10- Undoing; 14- Dept. of Labor

division; 15- Clampett player; 16- Blunted blade; 17- Chow ___; 18- Tied; 19- Roman
god of war; 20- Rear curtain of a stage; 22~ In groups; 24~ Fair-hiring abbr; 25- Ladies of
Spain: Abbr:; 26- Tissue in the cavities of bones; 29- Photo of a raindrop on a rose petal,
e.g. 33- Bottomless gulf; 34- She played Carla on "Cheers"; 36- Rapping Dr.; 37- Caesar
of comedy; 38- Crackers; 39- May ____ excused?; 40- Poem of praise; 41- Pass over; 42-
Charged; 44- Soothing medicine; 47- Merciful; 48- Emilia's husband; 49- Jurist Fortas;
50- Magic spells; 53- Bottom-dwelling; 58- Dutch name of The Hague; 59- Every sixty
minutes; 61- Member of a great Peruvian people; 62- Longfellow's bell town; 63- Emulate
Cicero; 64- Pres., militarily; 65- High schooler; 66- Rendezvous; 67-To ___ (perfectly);

1- Grave; 2- On the briny; 3- In vogue; 4- Large ships; 5- Semitic language;
6- Peek follower; 7- The jig ___!: 8- He's a dol; 9- Lay beneath; 10- Negligent; 11-

Yesterday’s solution

the crack of dawn; 12- Able was ___.;
13- Scottish loch, home to a monster!; 21-
Adverse fate; 23- _ -tzu; 25- Hound's trail;
26- Personwho dresses stones; 27- Remain;
28- U-Haul competitor; 30- Minneapolis
suburb; 31- Living in a city; 32- Golfer Calvin;
34- Lover of Juliet; 35- ___ polloi; 38- Unlikely
to be successful; 42- Yokel; 43- 1981 Neil
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Diamondhit; 45- The ___Mary; 46- Cartesian |a|w o] i 3 I ol
conclusion; 47- Small vilage; 50- Converse; |1al & 1| E [ allle v e
51- Can't stand; 52- Bern's river; 53- Cart for H'—’ ! cMLURLE
heavy loads; 54- Puts away: 55- Bad mood:; M T
56- Skin eruption; 57- Ornamental fabric; 60- : T i ; g = : ; ’_' T :
Bobby of hockey: e river; 61- Mont. neighbor; 21,7~ Tl &N
62-__ culpa; BlElL] ARAE

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com
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&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com
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Va Fat
HKD 3,980,000 2

bed 1 bat

Tou Un

h HKD 2,980,000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 — Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922

28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88
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Supreme Flower City
| bed 1 bath

HKD 22,000/mth 3 bed 1 CP
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From left: Alan Ruck, Sarah Snook, )-\Iexandr Skarsgard, rian Cox, Nichtilas Braun, Kieran Culkin, Matthew Macfayden, nd J: Smith-Cémél;on, Win;lers of the award for
outstanding drama series for “Succession,” at the the 75th Primetime Emmy Awards

EMMY ]

LMMYS

TV SHOWS

SUCCESSION’ DOMINATES DRAMA

EMMYS, TH
AND QUIN

ANDREW DALTON,
LOS ANGELES

UCCESSION” secured its le-

gacy with its third best drama
series award, “The Bear” feasted
as the night’s top comedy, and
the two shows about squabbling
families dominated the acting
awards at the Emmys (yesterday,
Macau time).

Quinta Brunson of “Abbott
Elementary” and Steven Yeun
and Ali Wong of “Beef” also had
historic wins at the 75th Prime-
time Emmy Awards, in a Martin
Luther King Jr. Day ceremony
that was finally held four mon-
ths late after a turbulent year of
strikes in Hollywood.

“Succession,” the HBO saga
of the dysfunctional generations
of a maladjusted media empire,
won the top prize for its four-
th and final season. It also won
best actress in a drama for Sarah
Snook and best actor in a drama
for Kieran Culkin.

“We all put our all into it, and
the bar was set so high,” Snook
said.

“The Bear,” the FX dramedy
about a contentious family and
a struggling restaurant at the

center of the life of a talented
chef, won best comedy series
for its first season. It also made a
meal of the comedy acting cate-
gories, with Jeremy Allen White
winning best actor, Ayo Edebiri
winning best supporting actress,
and Ebon Moss-Bachrach taking
best supporting actor. All three
were first-time nominees.

“This is a show about family,
and found family and real fa-
mily,” Edebiri said from the stage
as she accepted the first trophy
of the night at the Peacock Thea-
ter in Los Angeles.

Instead of the usual producer
speeches, Matty Matheson, a
real-life elite chef who plays a ki-
tchen newbie and repairman on
“The Bear,” spoke for the show
while surrounded by the cast
near the end of the Fox telecast.

Brunson won best actress
in a comedy for the show she
created, ABC’s “Abbott Elemen-
tary,” becoming the first Bla-
ck woman to win the award in
more than 40 years and the first
from a network show to win it in
more than a decade.

“I am so happy to be able to
live my dream and act out co-
medy,” Brunson said during her

acceptance, fighting back tears.
The writer-actor was among the
stars with standout looks on the
Emmys’ silver carpet.

“Succession” won six Emmys
overall including best suppor-
ting actor in a drama for Mat-
thew Macfadyen and best wri-
ting in a drama for show creator
Jesse Armstrong. The only dra-
ma acting category it didn’t win
was supporting actress, taken
for the second time by Jennifer
Coolidge of “The White Lotus.”

“The Bear” won in every ca-
tegory it was nominated for,
and along with the four it had
won previously at the Creative
Arts Emmys, took 10 overall, the
most of any show.

LANDMARKWINS ON
TV’S BIG NIGHT

“Beef” from Netflix won best
limited series, while Yeun and
Wong became the first Asian
Americans to win in their cate-
gories — Yeun for best actor in a
limited series and Wong for best
actress. Creator Lee Sung won
Emmys for writing and direc-
ting. It had eight Emmys overall
after three wins at the Creative
Arts Emmys.

E BEAR CLAIMS COMEDY
A BRUNSON MAKES HISTORY

Brunson had won a writing
Emmy for “Abbott Elementary,”
her mockumentary about a pre-
dominantly Black and chroni-
cally underfunded grade school
in Philadelphia, but this was her
first for acting. Isabel Sanford of
“The Jeffersons” was the only
previous Black woman to win
the category in 1981.

The show held on the King
holiday saw three Black women
win major awards: Brunson,
Edebiri and Niecy Nash-Bet-
ts, who won best supporting
actress in a limited series for
“Dahmer — Monster: The Jeffrey
Dahmer Story.”

On the Netflix show, Nash-
-Betts played a neighbor of the
serial killer whose complaints
to authorities about his beha-
vior go unheeded.

“Iaccept this award on behalf
of every Black and brown wo-
man who has gone unheard and
over-policed,” she said.

“Everybody having fun at
the chocolate Emmys tonight?”
host Anthony Anderson said
during the show. “We are killing
it tonight! ... This is like MLK
Day and Juneteenth all rolled
up in one!”

The tweaked awards calendar
made for some oddities. Edebi-
ri and White won their Emmys
for the show’s first season eight
days after winning Golden Glo-
bes for the second season.

BABY TALK AMID
‘SUCCESSION’ WINS

Culkin as little brother Ro-
man Roy outshined the older
brother and the father to win
the last lead actor Emmy for
“Succession.”

He had twice been nomina-
ted for best supporting actor for
“Succession” without a win. But
in the final season, in which his
character goes from sideline wi-
secracker to emotional disaster
at the center of the show’s dra-
ma, he was put in the lead cate-
gory and won over his fictional
father Brian Cox and brother
Jeremy Strong.

After praising his on-screen
family, he shifted to his own fa-
mily, getting big laughs during
his speech when he told his
wife Jazz Charton that their two
young kids weren’t enough. “I
want more,” he said. “You said
if I won, we could talk about it.”

Snook took her first Emmy
in three nominations for “Suc-
cession” for playing the family’s
lone daughter Shiv Roy, and her
show-husband Macfadyen won
the second Emmy of his career
for playing Tom Wambsgans,
the son-in-law that began the
HBO series as a hanger-on and
ended it as the closest thing it
had to a victor.

OLDER SHOWS
RETURN TO SPOTLIGHT

Honoring television his-
tory was the theme at the 75th
Emmys. Anderson opened the
show on a “Mr. Rogers” set and
performed TV theme songs in-
cluding “Good Times,” and se-
veral cast reunions were spread
throughout the show.

Cast members including
Martin Lawrence and Tisha
Campbell from “Martin,” Ted
Danson and Rhea Perlman from
“Cheers,” and Rob Reiner and
Sally Struthers from “All in The
Family” performed short bits
from recreations of their sitcom
sets before presenting awards.

Tina Fey and Amy Poehler
reunited to present in the form
of their 2001-2005 “Weekend
Update” team-up from “Satur-
day Night Live.”

“We've reached the stage in
life where we’ll only present
awards sitting down,” Fey said.

One notable appearance
came from Katherine Heigl,
who joined Ellen Pompeo and
other former “Grey’s Anatomy”
castmates on a hospital room
set after leaving the show, now
about to start its 20th season,
on less than ideal terms in 2010.

“Yes, there have been changes
over the years,” Heigl said with a
wry smile, “But the one constant
is the amazing fanbase.” MDT/AP
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TENNIS | AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Alcaraz overpowers Gasquet to
win his first match since 2022

HE bugs bothe-

red Carlos Alcaraz

in his first match

at the Australian
Open for two years, and so
did the 37-year-old veteran
Richard Gasquet.

For the first set, at least.

After taking an hour and
12 minutes to clinch the
opener in a tiebreaker, se-
cond-ranked Alcaraz raced
through the rest of the ma-
tch in another hour against
the tiring, sweat-soaked
Frenchman for a 7-6 (5), 6-1,
6-2 win last night.

The first two games took a
combined 17 minutes, with
the 20-year-old Alcaraz nee-
ding a few moments to try
to remove a persistent in-
sect that was bothering him
behind the baseline just be-
fore he held for 1-1.

Both players used their
rackets to push the bugs
away from the court after
the eighth game, and Alca-

AP PHOTO

raz was at it again after the
first set.

There were few distrac-
tions after that until Alcaraz
was serving for the match
and the game went to deuce
five times before he closed

with an ace.

He threw in some drop
shots and slices that made
Gasquet run, saying it shows
he’s “playing for myself, but
I always try to make the peo-
ple enjoy watching tennis.”

“Every set, I played better
and better,” he said. “In the
end, I played at quite a good
level.”

He will next play Lorenzo
Sonego, who beat Dan Evans
4-6,7-6 (8), 6-2, 7-6 (4).

Last year, Alcaraz had to
withdraw from the Austra-
lian Open because of an in-
jured right leg. That was the
rare hiccup in a run of four
major tournaments that
netted him two titles — the
2022 U.S. Open and Wimble-
don last year — and trips to
the semifinals.

Gasquet was playing in
his 17th Australian Open and
his 73rd Grand Slam singles
draw overall — equal third
with Novak Djokovic on the
all-time list for the Open era.

A first-round loss in Au-
ckland last week ended Gas-
quet’s streak of 843 conse-
cutive weeks in the top 100
dating back to April 2005.
MDT/AP

RUGBY

British and
rish Lions
aunches
women's
team

HE British and Irish Lions has laun-
ched a women’s team, with its first tour
coming in 2027 in New Zealand.

The inaugural women’s Lions tour was
announced vyesterday, though the full
schedule has not been finalized aside from
a three-test series against the current wor-
1d champions.

That series will take place in Septem-
ber 2027, with organizers saying it will
not overlap with the men’s Rugby World
Cup in Australia that is scheduled to start
Oct. 1.

“This is a key development for women’s
rugby and women’s sport in general,” Bri-
tish and Irish Lions chair leuan Evans said.

There has been a men’s British and
Irish Lions team since 1888, taking the
best players from the national teams of
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. It
tours New Zealand, South Africa or Aus-
tralia every four years on a rotation basis.
MDT/AP
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I e s Donald Trump’s iron grip on the Republican Party has been clear  thing President Joe Biden has done has been a “disaster.”
since the day he announced he would make another run for the About 9 in 10 voters said they want upheaval or substantial chan-

White House 14 months ago. ge in how the government operates, according to AP VoteCast, a
It can be seen in the party’s ideological shift even further to the  survey of more than 1,500 voters who said they planned to take
right on cultural issues and, especially, on immigration policy. part in the caucuses.
Iowa Republicans were a clear reflection of that yesterday [Ma- As clear-cut as his win was, though, Iowa has not historically
cau time], delivering the former president an emphatic victory. played the role of kingmaker in the Republican nominating pro-
They channeled his anger, and his view that basically every-  cess. New Hampshire’s voters don't take their cues from Iowa.

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

CHINA WORKING TO
OVERCOME GLOBAL
TRUST DEFICIT

The 54th annual gathering of the
World Economic Forum, which ope-
ned at the Swiss ski resort of Davos on
Monday, provides another opportuni-
ty for more than 60 heads of state and
government and some 800 chief exe-
cutives, among a total of 2,800 partici-
pants, to discuss ways to deal with the
many challenges the world is facing

BRUNEI

NEWLYWED PRINCE MATEEN
AND HIS COMMONER WIFE
TO BE FETED AT THE END OF
LAVISH CELEBRATIONS

Iran fired missiles
yesterday [Macau time] at
what it claimed were Israeli
"spy headquarters" near
the U.S. Consulate in the
northern Iragi city of Irbil,
and at targets linked to the
extremist group Islamic
State in northern Syria.
Four civilians were killed and
sixinjured after missiles hit
an upscale area near the
consulate in Irbil, the seat
oflrag's semi-autonomous
Kurdish region, according

today. ' o ' RUNEI'S Pringe Abdul g to the security council
That the five-day gathering “is taking Mateen and his com- % of the Kurdish regional
place against the most complicated moner wife will be feted at < government.

geopolitical and geoeconomic back-
drop in decades”, as WEF President
Borge Brende put it, underscores how
crucial it is that the participants enga-
ge in these discussions in good faith
and with a sincere desire to work toge-
ther in the spirit of the forum’s theme
of “rebuilding trust”.

Premier Li Qiang, who is expected to
deliver a key speech at the Davos mee-
ting, will put forward China’s solutions
to many pressing global issues, inclu-
ding slower world economic growth.

The International Monetary Fund
has forecast that global growth will
slow from 3 percent in 2023 to 2.9 per-
cent in 2024, well below the historical
(2000-19) average of 3.8 percent. The
subdued growth prospects are mainly
due to geopolitical strife, tight finan-
cing conditions and the disruptive
impact of artificial intelligence, ac-
cording to a survey of top economists
conducted ahead of the WEF meeting
that was released on Monday.

China, which is pivoting from grow-
th based on investment and real es-
tate to one based on innovation, can
contribute to rebuilding trust among
nations because of its significant eco-
nomic and trade strength and its role
as amajor engine for global growth, as
Brende said in a recent interview.

China’s GDP represented about 2
percent of the world’s total in 1979
when the country first attended the
annual WEF gathering. Today, it ac-
counts for nearly 20 percent of the
world’s GDP. China has been a direct
beneficiary of economic globaliza-
tion and the mutual trust that trend
embodied. Cherishing this trust, it is
doing its best to reverse the trend of
de-globalization and forge trust with
its trade partners.

Decoupling, as advocated by the
United States and some of its allies, in
the name of “de-risking”, is a politici-
zed concept intended to fuel mistrust
against those countries the US is at
odds with for one reason or another.

Contrary to these US-led efforts, Chi-
na is seeking to promote trade libera-
lization and keep the global industry
and supply chains functioning smoo-

a royal banquet this early
week to mark the end of a
lavish nuptial festival in the
oil-rich sultanate.

The 32-year-old prince,
once dubbed one of Asia’s
most eligible bachelors,
married Anisha Rosnah Isa-
-Kalebic, 29, in ceremonies
steeped in tradition that
began Jan. 7. A solemniza-
tion ceremony was held at
a mosque on Thursday, and
events climaxed Sunday
with a reception and a para-
de on the streets of Brunei.

During Sunday’s proces-
sion, the newlyweds stood
at the back of an open-top
Rolls-Royce as they waved
to the crowds lining the
streets to catch a glimpse
of the popular prince and
his bride . The pomp and
splendor of their wedding
festival has brought much
excitement to the tiny sulta-
nate of 450,000 people.

The royal couple will be
feted at a feast at the swanky
1,788-room palace yester-
day [Macau time], their last
public event. Family mem-
bers will hold prayers this

In this photo released by Brunei’s Information Department, Bruni’s

Prince Abdul Mateen and bride Anisha Rosnah, in their car, attend the
wedding procession in Bandar Seri Begawan

week to officially mark an
end to the 10-day celebra-
tion, but without the cou-
ple.

Mateen is the fourth
son and 10th child of Sul-
tan Hassanal Bolkiah, one
of the world’s richest men.
While sixth in line to the
throne, the prince has gai-
ned prominence in recent
years accompanying his
father on diplomatic enga-
gements.

The sultan announced
the engagement in October
of Mateen and Anisha, who

is the granddaughter of the
ruler’s special advisor. Ma-
teen, who plays polo and
is a helicopter pilot in the
Royal Brunei Air Force, has a
2.6 million-strong following
on Instagram. Anisha repor-
tedly owns a fashion brand
and tourism business.

Mateen posted video
clips and pictures of his
wedding ceremony on Ins-
tagram as he thanked the
people for celebrating his
big day with him. “This
means a lot to us,” he wrote.
MDT/AP

THE DECISIVE MOMENT

AP Photo/Petr David Josek
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Yemen Houthirebels fired
amissile that strucka U.S.-
owned ship yesterday just
off the coast of Yemenin
the Gulf of Aden, less than
aday after they launched
an anti-ship cruise missile
toward an American
destroyerinthe Red Sea.
The attack on the Gibraltar
Eagle, later claimed by the
Houthis, further escalates
tensions gripping the Red
Sea after American-led
strikes on therebels. The
Houthis' attacks have roiled
global shipping, amid Israel's
war with Hamas in the Gaza
Strip, targeting a crucial
corridor linking Asian and
Mideast energy and cargo
shipments to the Suez Canal
onward to Europe.

EU presidency yesterday
warned that the foundations
of democracy will be put

to the test during the
November U.S. election,
envisaging a scenario

where the longstanding
trans-Atlantic alliance could
unravel ever more. Prime
Minister Alexander De Croo
of Belgium, whose country
currently holds the rotating
EU presidency, said that "if
2024 brings us America first'
again, itis really more than
ever 'Europe onits own."

- - -
Romania Truck drivers and
farmers protested across
Romania again yesterday
as negotiations with the
coalition government over
lower taxes, higher subsidies
and other demands failed

to reach any agreements.
thly. In doing so, it is not only striving Long convoys of trucks
to maintain its own development and tractors disrupted
momentum but to continue to bring traffic on the outskirts of

cooperation opportunities to other
countries and give more impetus to
the global recovery and growth.
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Big-small. Mikolas, a newborn pygmy hippopotamus calf, appears with its mother,
Malaya, at the safari park in Dvur Kralove, Czech Republic.

the capital, Bucharest, and
other cities throughout the
European Union nation. It
was the sixth straight day of
demonstrations.



