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North Korea fired multiple 
cruise missiles into waters 
off its western coast 
yesterday in its third 
launch of such weapons 
this month, South Korea’s 
military said, as the North 
continues to flaunt its 
expanding arsenal of 
weapons designed to 
overwhelm its rivals› 
defenses. South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
the South Korean and U.S. 
militaries were analyzing 
the launches that were 
detected around 7 a.m.

Pakistani court convicted 
former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan (pictured) of 
revealing official secrets 
yesterday and sentenced 
him to 10 years — the 
latest in a slew of legal 
cases that supporters say 
are meant to sideline the 
imprisoned former 
cricket star just days 
ahead of parliamentary 
elections. The Islamist 
politician, who was ousted 
in a no-confidence vote 
in 2022, is not on the 
ballot because he is 
already serving a three-
year prison term.

Estonia Lawyers for 
prominent Russian 
opposition figure Vladimir 
Kara-Murza Jr., who 
is serving a 25-year 
sentence for treason, 
said that he has been 
transferred to another 
prison in Siberia and 
placed in solitary 
confinement again, for at 
least four months, over an 
alleged minor infraction. 
The move comes amid 
unrelenting pressure on 
Russian dissidents at 
home and abroad that has 
intensified significantly 
since President Vladimir 
Putin sent troops into 
Ukraine almost two years 
ago.
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Woman in her 20s 
dies after vehicle 
accident

A female motorcycle rider died 
yesterday after her vehicle 
collided with a cash-delivery 
vehicle nearby Rua Cidade 
de Sintra. Authorities are still 
investigating the cause of the 
crash. The deceased, in her 20s, is 
a Macau resident. She died before 
reaching hospital. The male driver 
of the cash-delivery vehicle, also 
a Macau resident and in his 60s, 
tested negative for drink driving.

Macao Orchestra to 
present Beethoven, 
Brahms and Elgar 

The Macao Orchestra will present 
the concert “Beethoven’s 
Emperor by Haochen Zhang” 
this Saturday at the University 
of Macau’s University Hall 
(N2). British master conductor 
Christopher Warren-Green will 
conduct several classical pieces, 
and internationally renowned 
pianist Haochen Zhang will 
perform Beethoven’s Piano 
Concerto No. 5 in E-flat Major, 
Op. 73 “Emperor.” Warren-
Green, music director of the 
London Chamber Orchestra 
and Conductor Laureate of the 
Charlotte Symphony in North 
Carolina, who has served as a 
conductor for many of the British 
Royal Family’s celebrations, will 
also join forces with the Macao 
Orchestra to perform works 
including Brahms’ “Academic 
Festival Overture” (1880) and 
Elgar’s “Enigma Variations” (1899). 

Fujian, Macau to 
showcase cultural 
performances 

To strengthen cultural exchange 
and cooperation between Macau 
and Fujian, the governments 
of the two regions will present 
“Refreshing Fujian: The Starting 
Point of the Maritime Silk Road – 
Showcase of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage” from Feb. 2 to May 5. 
The showcase is not only a part 
of the signature event “Happy 
Chinese New Year,” presented 
by the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of Beijing, but also a part 
of a series of activities called 
“Let’s Celebrate the Lunar New 
Year of the Dragon,” organized 
by the Cultural Affairs Bureau. 
The opening ceremony will be at 
Mount Fortress Garden, during 
which puppet shows and martial 
arts performances featuring 
Fujian characteristics will be 
staged.

ANTHONY LAM

A total of 2,717 investigations 
related to casino crimes were 

conducted last year, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) announced in a press 
conference yesterday.

There were 5,428 such cases in 
2019. However, both gross gam-
bling revenue (GGR) and tourist 
arrivals in 2023 were incompara-
ble to those in 2019.

Among the 2,717 cases, six in-
volved investigations requested 
by third parties, 1,604 involved 
simple investigations, 
and 1,107 involved 
inquisitive investiga-
tions. 

Elaborating upon 
the figures, the PJ said 
the number of casino 
crimes had dropped 
significantly. 

In addition, the se-
verity of these crimes 
has mitigated, with 
occurrences of gambling usury 
and related confinement having 
dropped 80.2% and 90.4% when 
compared with the figures from 
2019.

Illegal gambling and money 
laundering in casinos, among 
other similar crimes, have signi-
ficantly decreased. 

“The gambling industry is 
healthily developing in the cor-
rect direction,” the PJ said.

Illegal currency exchanges still 
occur in casinos internationally, 
“presenting a severe threat to the sa-
fety of local casinos,” the PJ added.

Last year, over 11,000 illegal 
currency exchange practitioners 
were intercepted in or near casi-
nos. Of those, 2,048 people were 
banned from local casinos under 
the authority of the Gaming Ins-
pection and Coordination Bu-
reau (DICJ).

Apart from combating the 
practice here in Macau, efforts 
have also been used in commu-
nication and cooperation with the 
mainland police to investigate the 
origins of these practitioners and 
disconnect them from their finan-
cial streams. 

Other efforts to combat illegal 

currency exchanges included ne-
gotiations and studies conducted 
alongside local governmental and 
private entities on the introduc-
tion of legal tools. Promotions 
were also conducted at local im-
migration checkpoints and other 
tourism locations.

Online and telecom frauds also 
rose last year. The PJ attributes the 
increase to more habitual online 
activities forged by three years of 
the pandemic and associated lo-
ckdowns.

Last year, there were 407 ca-
ses of telephone fraud, 
a year-on-year increase 
of 2.6 times. The main 
method of this fraud was 
to impersonate govern-
ment agency personnel. 
There were 871 cases of 
internet fraud, a year-on-
-year increase of 42.8%.

There were 329 ca-
ses of credit card abuse 
cases for online con-

sumption, an increase of 89.1% 
year-on-year. Phishing sites were 
responsible for initiating half of 
these crimes. In addition, there 
were 133 cases of nude chatting 
and extortion, an increase of 
52.9% year-on-year (though, in 
2019, it should be noted that there 
were only five such cases).

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
CAMPAIGNS

Last year, the PJ established 
the Anti-Fraud Coordination 
Centre to coordinate and plan 
against such crimes and mal-
practices. A lot of resources were 
invested to promote all-round 
and in-depth work in three as-
pects: prevention, recovery and 
crackdown.

As far as suspected fraud 
goes, these three aspects are se-
quential. 

For example, public edu-
cation campaigns attempt to 
prevent the occurrence of such 
crimes. 

In a case involving a propo-
sed fund transfer to an alleged 
scammer, financial institutions 
will try to persuade the account 
owner to not to execute the 
transaction. The last aspect fo-
cuses on combating future ille-
gal practices of similar natures.

Following these aspects, and 
through additional mechanis-
ms, the banking industry has 
managed to stop 531 fraudulent 
wire transfers with account ow-
ners’ consent, rescuing MOP130 
million.

In the same year, the PJ re-
ported 361 allegedly-fraudu-
lent bank accounts to the local 
banking industry, so that the 
industry could take preventive 
measures against these accoun-
ts. The PJ described these pre-
ventative measures as “crucially 
useful” in combating online and 
telecom scams.

Another mechanism the po-
lice established with the local 
telecom industry blocked 194 
phishing sites between July 
and December last year. Exter-
nal policing cooperation efforts 
were also used to combat these 
types of crimes.

RISE OF INVESTIGATIONS
In 2023, a total of 12,390 in-

vestigations were conducted, 
a 43.9% increase year-on-year 
and a drop of 20.5% in com-
parison to 2019. Among them, 
there were 6,804 criminal inves-
tigation and prosecution cases, 
an increase of 52.2% compa-
red with 2022, and an increase 
of 7.1% compared with 2019. 
Throughout 2023, the police 
transferred 2,516 people to ju-
dicial authorities for further ac-
tion.

Last year, the number of se-
rious crimes remained low. The-
re were four homicides, 45 arson 
cases, and 33 robberies during 
the year. There were no serious 
assault or kidnapping cases.

STATS

2023 casino crime 
figures half of 2019

Illegal currency 
exchanges still occur in 
casinos internationally, 

‘presenting a severe 
threat to the safety 

of local casinos’
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Taxi fares may hike 10% during the CNY

Multiple bureaus combating ticket scalping
ANTHONY LAM

GOVERNMENT bureaus 
use several tactics to 

combat ticket scalping at 
events, President Leong Pek 
San of the Macao Consumer 
Council has told lawmaker 
Lo Choi In.

In response to Lo’s wri-
tten inquiry on the matter, 
Leong disclosed that althou-
gh the Council is chiefly res-
ponsible for safeguarding 
consumer rights, other bu-
reaus, such as the police, are 
included in the joint efforts 
to combat ticket scalping.

The practice is subject 
to punishment under laws 
protecting public hygiene 
or the economy, as well as 
other related criminal laws.

In terms of preventive 
and investigative measu-
res, she said that the Public 
Security Police Force (PSP) 
works closely with perfor-
mance venue owners and 
providers. As soon as hotel 
security departments disco-
ver any ticket scalping, the 
police will be notified. Of-
ficers also patrol venues on 

show dates.
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

works with the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau (IC) on the ma-
tter. Intelligence is also col-
lected to combat computer 
system malpractices.

The two police depart-
ments, as well as the Cou-
ncil, are trying to educate 
the public about the risks 
of purchasing second-hand 
tickets through unofficial 
channels.

Citing the IC and the 
Sports Bureau (ID), Leong 
said electronic and physical 
tools had been employed 
to ensure tickets are being 
used by the original purcha-
sers. 

For example, the IC tried 
last year a ticket sale me-
chanism of registration, 
lot-drawing and purchase 
sequentially. Purchase and 
entry to events also requires 
real-name verification. Both 

the IC and the ID pledged 
that existing tactics would 
be constantly reviewed and 
improved. 

Concerning the in-pla-
ce protections for the local 
workforce, the IC said that 
it had been prioritizing local 
suppliers when it sourced 
performers and production 
services. In addition, the 
sourced suppliers were also 
requested to prioritize em-
ploying the local workforce. 

A mechanism was also es-
tablished last year to refer 
proposals to Macau’s six re-
sort operators.

The Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL), on the other 
hand, has said it has been 
working with the police 
to investigate and combat 
illegal employment and 
workers.

In another inquiry, the 
Economic and Technolo-
gical Development Bureau 

(DSEDT) told lawmaker 
Ron Lam that it is in nego-
tiations with several bu-
reaus to review the Adverti-
sing Law.

Replying to Lam’s in-
quiry, director Tai Kin Ip 
of the bureau said work is 
underway with the Legal Af-
fairs Bureau, the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau, the Health 
Bureau, the Pharmaceutical 
Administration Bureau and 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office, among 
other bureaus, to review the 
aforementioned law.

Tai added that the Le-
gal Affairs Bureau would 
provide the necessary le-
gal support to assist other 
concerned bureaus to draft 
amendments to areas in the 
law that concern them.

However, Tai did not res-
pond to Lam’s questioning 
regarding the existence of a 
future public consultation 
ahead of the law review.

Citing the Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau, Tai said the 
bureau has been reviewing 
applications for advertising 
signboards or billboards “in 
compliance with the law.” 
It has also compiled a set 
of guidelines for concerned 
groups to follow.

LYNZY VALLES

M
ACAU may see a 
taxi fare hike of 
10% just before the 
Chinese New Year 

(CNY), as the Macau Taxi Driver 
Mutual Association has long-
-called for fare surcharges. The 
hike is due to be implemented 
ahead of Spring Festival. 

Previously, the Macau Taxi 
Driver Mutual Association lo-
bbied the Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) for an 18% fare hike, ci-
ting rising operating expenses, 
taxi rental prices and fuel prices.

However, such calls were de-
nied by government, as there 
was no room for an increase due 
to Macau’s economic downturn 
suffered during the pandemic.

When the city’s economic 
rebound commenced, the taxi 
association announced that Ma-
cau’s taxi drivers would lobby 
the government for an increase 
ahead of Chinese New Year. The 
association has reiterated that 
it has received opinions and re-
quests from “many colleagues” 
on the call for an increase.

Tony Kuok of the association 
said that the surcharge for the 
Lunar New Year is to compen-
sate drivers who have to work 
holidays, even if they want to 

stay with their families. He ar-
gued that taxi fares have not in-
creased in six years. The sector 
attempted a similar adjustment 
to fares in 2019; however, the 
government did not implement 
the increase due to the pande-
mic.

Kuok told TDM the industry 
has recently met with the DSAT.

Responding to the call, DSAT 
noted that it would study the 
fare adjustment of 10%, which 

it recognizes is lower than the 
proposed 18% fare hike. The 
previous hike was deemed too 
impactful, and public objection 
had been feared.

Kuok and his association ac-
quiesced, worried that if they 
did not then the re-application 
process might take more time.  

The current plan still needs 
to be discussed by the advisory 
committee. 

Of a taxi fare, the first 1,600 

meters will increase from the 
current rate of MOP19 to MO21; 
the meter’s tick will reduce from 
every 240 meters to every 220 
meters, and the waiting time 
for passengers to stop will be 
reduced from 60 seconds to 55 
seconds.

In addition, the surcharge 
applied to fares beginning from 
the Macau International Air-
port, Taipa Ferry Terminal, Uni-
versity of Macau, Pac On Immi-

gration Building taxi stands and 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Artificial Island Port has been 
increased from MOP5 to MOP8.

It is believed that the changes 
are likely to come into effect on 
Feb. 12 or 13.

The city has been facing a taxi 
shortage following the reope-
ning of the border, making it di-
fficult for residents and tourists 
to hire one, particularly during 
peak hours.
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TOURISM
MGTO launches free bus, ferry 
tickets to Macau via HK

STATS
Belt and Road exports surge 48%

STAFF REPORTER

TOURISTS can claim free, 
one-way bus or ferry tickets 

from Hong Kong to Macau, the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) has said in a sta-
tement. The scheme is based 
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis, and is subject to availability. 

The free bus discount lasts 
for seven months, until Aug. 
31. Upon arrival at Hong Kong 
Airport, passengers can take 
the bus to Macau for free by 
presenting their boarding pass 
at the designated site. Passen-
gers with boarding pass stubs, 
electronic tickets or transpor-
tation tickets arriving in Hong 
Kong within seven days before 
coming to Macau can use their 
tickets to secure their free ferry 
tickets to Macau. 

Meanwhile, the MGTO also 
launched travel offers that 
encourage international crui-
se visitors to join group tours 
to Macau during their stopo-
ver in Hong Kong, as cruises 

STAFF REPORTER

THE city’s external mer-
chandise trade totaled 

MOP154.78 billion in 2023, up 
0.9% from MOP153.33 billion 
in 2022, according to data 
from the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC).

The total value of mer-
chandise exports in 2023 
dropped 1.3% year-on-year 
to MOP13.34 billion. Of this, 
the value of domestic expor-
ts (MOP1.55 billion) declined 
23.2%, while the value of re-
-exports (MOP11.79 billion) 

dock at the Hong Kong Cruise 
Terminal. 

The offer is set to expand 
the range of international visi-
tations, boost tourism to both 
cities, and tourist spending in 
Macau, as cited in a statement 
issued by the MGTO.  

During their cruise stopover 
in Hong Kong, international 
cruise visitors can join group 
tours to Macau, to sightsee and 
shop.  

Macau group tour packages 
are now on sale, on offer from 

grew 2.5%.
The latest figures show the 

total value of merchandise 
imports rose 1.2% year-on-
-year to MOP141.44 billion. 
The merchandise trade deficit 
totaled MOP128.11 billion in 
2023, up by MOP1.82 billion 
from MOP126.29 billion in 
2022.

Analyzed by destination, 
merchandise exports to main-
land China (MOP975 million), 
Hong Kong (MOP9.53 billion), 
the USA (MOP438 million) and 
the European Union (MOP151 
million) decreased by, respec-

12 international cruise lines. 
Before or during their cruise, 
or upon arrival at the terminal 
in Hong Kong, passengers can 
enquire about or purchase Ma-
cau tour products on the crui-
se lines’ websites, as well as at 
tour counters on board their 
ship, to sign up for group tours 
to Macau.

The itineraries include visits 
to the World Heritage Site “The 
Historic Centre of Macao,” Ma-
cao Museum, Macau Tower 
and integrated resorts.

tively, 25.5%, 7.5%, 28.1%, and 
8.8% year-on-year in 2023. 
However, exports to the Belt 
and Road Countries (MOP772 
million) increased by 47.8%. 

By place of origin, mer-
chandise imports from the 
Belt and Road Countries 
(MOP30.92 billion) and Hong 
Kong (MOP7.19 billion) rose 
by, respectively, 18.0% and 
41.3% year-on-year in 2023, 
while those from the European 
Union (MOP44.61 billion) and 
mainland China (MOP40.51 
billion) dipped by, respecti-
vely, 2.7% and 4.6%.

BUSINESS

China’s 
Gansu luring 
businessmen 
from HK, Macau
STAFF REPORTER

PEOPLE from the Hong Kong 
and Macau regions are increa-

singly being attracted to Gansu. This 
is, in part, due to the northwestern 
province’s rich natural and cultural 
resources, according to political ad-
visers of the province.

Chiu Tung-ping, founding pre-
sident of the Hong Kong Gansu 
Association and a member of the 
Gansu provincial committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference, said Gansu has 
great potential in attracting invest-
ment from Hong Kong and Macau 
because of its improving business 
environment and abundant cultu-
ral and historical resources, China 
Daily reports.

Meagan Ho Peng-peng, general 
manager of San Ou Iao Group, a 
Macau travel company, said Gansu 
is home to Dunhuang, a cultural as-
set with a thousand-year history.

“It’s more than just a tourist at-
traction,” Ho said. 

“Visiting Dunhuang is a journey 
that involves both landscape and 
culture, where people can not only 
revel in natural beauty but also 
connect with deep-rooted history 

and culture.”
On the business side, last year, 

more than 30 groups consisting 
of more than 200 business people 
from Hong Kong and Macau con-
ducted inspection and research visi-
ts to over 50 counties and districts in 
Gansu, according to Sun Xuetao, a 
member of the Standing Committee 
of the Gansu Provincial Committee 
of the Communist Party of China, 
the same report has said.

“Various cities and prefectures 
have signed 46 cooperation projec-
ts and agreements, plus 40 prelimi-
nary cooperation intentions, with 
entrepreneurs from Hong Kong and 
Macau and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, in-
volving an investment of 24.3 billion 
yuan,” said Sun to China Daily. 

Sun is also director of the united 
front work department in the pro-
vince. He added that the number of 
tourists from Hong Kong and Macau 
to Gansu is also growing steadily.

“Over the past year, all CPPCC 
members from Hong Kong and Ma-
cau have strengthened their aware-
ness of fulfilling their duties and res-
ponsibilities to closely link Gansu’s 
construction to the development of 
their companies,” he said.
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Wynn Welcomes 
the Year of the 
Dragon with 
Auspicious Festivities

I
n celebration of aus-
picious new beginnin-
gs for the Year of the 
Dragon, Wynn Macau 

and Wynn Palace Cotai are 
launching a series of vi-
brant Chinese New Year 
festivities which showcase 
Macao’s rich and diverse 
tourism offerings. The Chi-
nese New Year is set to begin 
on a high note as renowned 
Hong Kong singer and actor 
Cheung Chi-lam entertains 
audiences with his hear-
twarming “Chilam In The 
House Music Live” at Wynn 

Macau and Wynn Palace. 
Wynn will also host special 
Chinese New Year-themed 
events in the Rua da Felici-
dade Pedestrian Zone and 
participate in the Macao 
SAR Government’s “Para-
de for Celebration for the 
Year of the Dragon 2024”. In 
grand tradition, Wynn Ma-
cau and Wynn Palace will 
also showcase colorful Chi-
nese dragon and lion dan-
ce performances to convey 
Chinese New Year blessings 
to visitors from around the 
world.  

Wynn presents a series of vibrant Chinese 
New Year festivities at Rua da Felicidade

Wynn will participate in the “Parade for 
Celebration for the Year of the Dragon 2024” 

hosted by MGTO 

 “Chilam In The House Music Live” at Wynn Macau on 
Feb 12 and Wynn Palace on Feb 14

CNY Celebrations at Rua 
da Felicidade to Boost 
Community Tourism
IN support of the Macao SAR Go-

vernment’s diverse array of even-
ts all throughout the Chinese New 
Year, Wynn is pleased to encourage 
more visitation to the Rua da Feli-
cidade Pedestrian Zone by presen-
ting an array of festive culinary de-
licacies, specially concocted beve-
rages and cultural traditions. From 
February 10 to 18 and February 23 
to 25, the Rua da Felicidade Pedes-
trian Zone will be filled with festi-
ve Chinese New Year décor, tradi-
tional cultural performances and 
a lively handicrafts market. Wynn 
is also crafting specialty cocktails, 
limited-edition Chinese New Year 
cookies, and inviting visitors to 
join in free guided cultural tours 

along Rua da Felicidade. The God 
of Wealth will also be visiting Rua 
da Felicidade to spread good for-
tune and share his blessings with 
everyone from February 10 (the 
first day of Chinese New Year) to 
February 14 (the fifth day of Chi-
nese New Year). Through the series 
of festive activities, delicious deli-
cacies and cocktails, Wynn hopes 
to give visitors and local residents 
a deeper insight into the unique 
character of Macao’s historic nei-
ghborhoods. While walking throu-
gh the colorful streets of Rua de 
Felicidade, visitors will be able to 
share in the joy and excitement of 
celebrating Chinese New Year toge-
ther with locals. 

Cheung Chi-
lam presents – 
“Chilam In The 
House Music Live”
On February 12 and on February 14, Hong 

Kong artist Cheung Chi-lam will per-
form the “Chilam In The House Music Live” 
for guests at Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace. 
Talented and remarkably versatile, Cheung 
Chi-lam is renowned for his acting career on 
the big screen and for TV shows, as well as his 
incredible voice. He quickly rose to fame for 
his leading roles in many popular television 
series – The Legend of the Condor Heroes, 
Return of the Cuckoo, Point of No Return, 
Triumph in the Skies and more. He is also wi-
dely known for his moving vocal performan-
ces of “Modern Love Story”, “Maple Leaf”, 
“Wish You Well” and many more classics. 
When Cheung Chi-lam graces the Wynn sta-
ge in Macao, audiences will enjoy an intimate 
live performance – the perfect way to ring in 
Chinese New Year and celebrate a romantic 
Valentine’s Day.

A vibrant Chinese New Year Performance

On February 12 and Fe-
bruary 17, Wynn will 

participate in the “Parade for 
Celebration for the Year of the 
Dragon 2024” hosted by the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office. This year, the design 
of the Wynn float features the 
iconic Wynn SkyCab and a 
golden dragon to symbolize a 
dragon taking flight to bring 
good fortune to everyone at 
Chinese New Year. Performers 
from all walks of life will lead 
a joyful celebration along Rua 
da Felicidade, extending their 
best wishes to everyone in 
Macao for the Year of the Dra-
gon.

In addition, on February 17 
and February 18, dragon and 
lion dances will be held at 
both Wynn Macau and Wynn 
Palace to spread good fortune 
with the lighting of firecra-
ckers. Spectators can follow in 
the footsteps of the lion dan-
ce team as they dance to the 

beat of drums and weave their 
way through all major areas 
of each resort while “plucking 
the green” – a symbolic way of 
spreading blessings of peace, 
prosperity, and good health.  
Both resorts will be full of ele-
gant Chinese New Year décor, 
for a truly festive atmosphere.

Wynn celebrates Chinese New Year with dragon and lion dance performances  
and the lighting of firecrackers
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UACHINA plans to step up efforts 

to expand its global network 
of high-standard free trade areas 
in 2024, building on significant 
accomplishments in negotiating 
free trade agreements (FTAs) over 
the past year.

Chinese Vice Commerce Mi-
nister Wang Shouwen told a re-
cent press conference that China 
has already inked 22 FTAs with 
29 countries or regions, and the 
combined trade value with those 
countries and regions accounted 
for one-third of China’s total.

In a move to further share Chi-
na’s opening-up dividends and 
power regional economic growth, 
China will enhance efforts regar-
ding FTA negotiations in 2024, ac-
cording to Wang. “We have a full 
agenda for FTA negotiations this 
year,” he said.

As negotiations for Version 3.0 
of the China-ASEAN Free Trade 
Area are scheduled for this week 
in the eastern Chinese city of 
Hangzhou, Wang has vowed to 
exert efforts to conclude the talks 
this year.

The building of the China-A-
SEAN Free Trade Area was com-
pleted in 2010. According to cus-
toms data, trade between China 
and ASEAN since 2013 has logged 
an annual growth rate of 8.8 per-
cent. In 2023, ASEAN was China’s 
largest trading partner for the 
fourth straight year, while China 
held its position as ASEAN’s lar-
gest partner for several years.

The two parties announced the 
official launch of the negotiations 
to upgrade the free trade area 
to its third version in November 

2022, with the negotiations cove-
ring fields such as trade in goods, 
investment, digital and green 
economy to build a more inclusi-
ve, modern, comprehensive and 
mutually beneficial China-ASEAN 
FTA.

Experts believe that the up-
coming version of the China-A-
SEAN Free Trade Area would also 
prompt the upgrade of the Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP).

It will be easier for the RCEP 
to leverage its coordinating and 

superimposing effects, following 
the leading example of the China-
-ASEAN Free Trade Area Version 
3.0, said Wang Yiwei, a professor 
at Renmin University of China.

Apart from ASEAN, China also 
aims to complete the FTA nego-
tiations with Honduras, and the 
negotiations involving the FTA 
upgrade with Peru this year. Ad-
vancements will be made in ne-
gotiations or upgrades of FTAs 
with the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil, New Zealand, the Republic of 
Korea, and Switzerland, according 
to the vice minister.

On a broader scale, Wang 
Shouwen noted that China will 
continue its efforts to join the 
Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Part-
nership (CPTPP) and the Digital 
Economy Partnership Agreement 
(DEPA).

In an attempt to align with 
the CPTPP rules, China has in-
troduced related documents and 
formulated reform measures to 
enhance institutional opening-up 
in Shanghai and other eligible re-

gions. “If the practices yield good 
outcomes, we will replicate them 
in other regions of China,” Wang 
Shouwen said.

In the past year, China com-
mitted to a negative-list model of 
services and investment openin-
g-up by signing an FTA with Ni-
caragua and reaching a protocol 
to further upgrade the FTA with 
Singapore.

This marked a historic mo-
ment in China’s FTA negotiation 
history, indicating that the coun-
try has reached a new level in ad-
vancing its FTA network toward 
high standards, according to 
Wang Shouwen.

Commenting on the FTA up-
grade protocol with Singapore, 
Yuan Bo, a researcher with the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation 
under the Ministry of Commerce, 
said services and investment are 
where the growth potentials of 
the two countries’ future develop-
ment reside. “These two fields are 
the common interests of China 
and Singapore.” XINHUA

TRADE

China aims to clinch more free trade 
agreements, vowing increased openness
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HONG KONG

SAR begins work on its own 
National Security Law, years after 
a similar law crushed dissent

HONG KONG

‘Expats,’ starring Nicole Kidman, was filmed 
in the city, but you can’t watch it there
NICOLE Kidman’s la-

test project is set in 
Hong Kong, but people 
who live there are blocked 
fro`m seeing it, prompting 
speculation about censor-
ship in a city where civil 
liberties are shrinking fast.

The first two episodes 
of “Expats,” a six-episode 
drama about expat wo-
men, were released on 
Amazon Prime on Jan. 26. 
But when viewers in Hong 
Kong try to watch it, they 
instead get a message 
saying that “this video is 
currently unavailable to 
watch in your location.”

The city has hardened 
its controls over political 

speech after 2019 anti-go-
vernment protests rocked 
the city.

In 2020, authorities 
imposed a National Se-
curity Law that crimina-

lized political activities, 
such as protesting for in-
dependence. Since then, 
hundreds of activists have 
been arrested or driven 
into exile, while opposi-
tion-leaning media have 
been forced out of busi-
ness.

The first episode of 
“Expats” includes a brief 
scene in which people at 
a rally chant in Cantonese 
“I want real general elec-
tions.” The trailer for the 
show also features a crowd 
holding umbrellas, a re-
ference to the 2014 Um-
brella Movement, when 
protesters demanded the 
right to choose the city’s 

Chief Executive.
Previously, the Walt 

Disney Co. removed an 
episode of the cartoon 
series The Simpsons from 
its Disney Plus streaming 
service in Hong Kong. In 
both cases, it’s not clear 
whether authorities were 
involved in the decision to 
pull the content or com-
panies acted on their own.

In June 2021, the city’s 
government changed the 
Film Censorship Ordi-
nance to give them the 
power to remove films 
which include “portrayal, 
depiction or treatment of 
any act or activity which 
may amount to an offense 

endangering national se-
curity.”

A spokesperson at the 
Culture, Sports and Tou-
rism Bureau said the go-
vernment was not com-
menting on the issue, 
and directed questions to 
Amazon.

Representatives of 
Amazon did not immedia-
tely respond to a request 
for comment.

Kidman’s role in the 
series prompted contro-
versy in 2021, during the 
height of the pandemic, 
when the government 
gave her permission to 
skip a mandatory qua-
rantine when she came 
to Hong Kong to film the 
series, according to local 
media outlet HK01.

Yesterday, the Hong 
Kong government annou-
nced plans to enact a local 
version of the 2020 Natio-
nal Security Law. MDT/AP

KANIS LEUNG & ZEN SOO, 
HONG KONG

H
ONG Kong began 
public consultation 
on a local National 
Security Law yester-

day, more than three years after 
a similar law has all but wiped 
out dissent in the semi-autono-
mous city.

The new law could expand 
the government’s ability to pro-
secute residents for offenses 
like collaborating with foreign 
forces to influence legislation 
or “publish misleading state-
ments,” and to close down civil 
society organizations. Some of 
its provisions threaten criminal 
prosecutions for acts commit-
ted anywhere in the world.

Hong Kong’s mini-constitu-
tion, the Basic Law, calls for the 
city to enact a national securi-
ty law, but it’s been delayed for 
decades because of widespread 
public opposition based on 
fears it would erode civil liber-
ties. In 2003, an attempt to pass 
a version of the law sparked 
street protests that drew half a 
million people, and the legisla-
tion was shelved.

But the city’s crackdown on 
political opposition likely clears 
the way for the bill to pass ea-
sily. Since 2020, many of the 

city’s leading pro-democracy 
activists have been arrested, si-
lenced or forced into exile. Do-
zens of civil society groups have 
been disbanded, and outspoken 
media outlets like Apple Daily 
and Stand News have been shut 
down.

The draft text will be writ-
ten later based on input from 
public consultation, which will 
began yesterday and will end 
Feb. 28. But the city released a 
110-page document outlining 
its plans for the legislation.

City leader John Lee called 
the legislation a “constitutional 
responsibility.”

“We shouldn’t wait any lon-
ger,” he said during a news con-
ference. “The threats to national 
security, they are real. We have 

experienced all these threats. 
We have suffered from them ba-
dly.”

Both the Hong Kong and Bei-
jing governments have hailed 
the previous National Security 
Law for restoring stability af-
ter the massive pro-democracy 
protests in 2019.

Lee said a local version is still 
necessary to keep Hong Kong 
safe against “potential sabota-
ge” and “undercurrents that try 
to create troubles,” in particu-
lar surviving ideas about Hong 
Kong independence. Lee also 
said that some foreign agen-
ts may still be active in Hong 
Kong.

He said other countries, in-
cluding the U.S., U.K. and Sin-
gapore, have similar laws to sa-

feguard security and Hong Kong 
would draw from them.

Critics worry authorities will 
use a domestic national securi-
ty law as another tool to crack 
down on dissidents, further ero-
ding freedoms that were promi-
sed before the handover.

The current security law cri-
minalized subversion, advoca-
ting secession, and collusion 
with foreign forces to intervene 
in the city’s affairs as well as ter-
rorism, but did not cover all the 
offenses authorities wanted to 
target.

Eric Lai, a research fellow 
at the Georgetown Center for 
Asian Law, said that the one-
-month public consultation 
was shorter than the three mon-
ths typical for important laws, 
saying it appeared to be “win-
dow dressing.”

Highlights of the package in-
clude a ban on “threatening na-
tional security by collaborating 
with external forces to interfere 
in the affairs of our country or 
the HKSAR through improper 
means.” The document also 
suggested that colluding with 
an “external force” to publish a 
misleading statement with the 
intent of endangering national 
security could be considered an 
espionage offence.

It also bans inciting public 

officials to abandon the Basic 
Law or their allegiance to Hong 
Kong and China, expanding 
an existing law that only cove-
red members of the police and 
other security forces.

Security chief Chris Tang 
said the legislation would co-
ver the use of computers and 
electronic systems to endanger 
national security, as well as dis-
closing state secrets and espio-
nage, treason and sedition. The 
proposal includes an expanded 
definition of state secrets that 
covers the “economic and social 
development of Hong Kong,” as 
well as defense and diplomatic 
activities.

The leader of the city’s lar-
gest pro-democracy party cal-
led for clarification about how 
the law will define state secrets. 
Democratic Party Chairman Lo 
Kin-hei asked if journalists cou-
ld be liable when reporting on 
inside information from the go-
vernment in the public interest.

The new law could also make 
it harder for civil society groups 
to operate in Hong Kong. The 
city’s security chief would gain 
new powers to shut down such 
organizations in order to safe-
guard security.

Following the consultation 
period, the proposed legislation 
will be drafted as a bill that will 
be scrutinized by the Legisla-
tive Council. Once the propo-
sed law reaches the legislature, 
lawmakers are expected to pass 
the domestic national security 
law without much opposition 
in the three readings given a 
lack of opposition lawmakers 
following an overhaul of Hong 
Kong’s electoral system.

Lee did not give a timeline 
for enacting the law, other than 
that it should be done “as soon 
as possible.” MDT/AP

This image released by Prime Video shows Brian Tee, foreground, 
and Nicole Kidman in a scene from “The Expats”
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THE AVIATION CLUSTER

IATA PROJECTS GBA TO REACH 390 MILLION AIR PASSENGERS IN 2030Macau, Hengqin attract 
investment from 

GBA companies
Around 30 companies from the Greater 
Bay Area expressed their interest in in-
vesting in Macau and Hengqin, as report-
ed by the Macau Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM) last week. This 
interest was sparked during a promotional 
event in Guangzhou. The session, aimed 
at encouraging branch establishment in 
Macau and Hengqin, witnessed participa-
tion from over 150 representatives across 
various sectors. The organizers provided 
pre-establishment services and received 
28 investment intention letters, main-
ly in advanced technologies and cultural 
investment. Business representatives 
shared their experiences and advantages 
in the Macau cooperation zone in Heng-
qin, while over 60 Macau and Guangdong 
enterprises engaged in commercial con-
tact sessions. The success was also evi-
dent in the Canton Fair, where local Macau 
products were highly sought after.

Booming cross-
border travels in 

China in 2023
China witnessed a remarkable surge 
in cross-border travels in 2023, with 
a 266.5% increase in trips through 
mainland, Hong Kong, and Macau 
border ports, totaling 424 million. 
Mainland residents made 206 mil-
lion trips, while Hong Kong, Macau, 
and Taiwan residents accounted for 
183 million, showing year-on-year 
increases of 218.7% and 292.8%, 
respectively. Foreigners contributed 
to this boom with a 693.1% increase 
in trips, totaling 35.48 million. The is-
suance of Chinese passports soared 
by 1,625.4%, reaching 18.43 million, 
while travel passes and permits for 
Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan rose 
by 1,318% to 86.09 million. Also, visa 
issuances to foreigners increased 
by 158.3% to 1.7 million, reflecting 
a significant rebound in international 
travel and exchanges.

Mainland talents 
enter HK under exit 

endorsement program
By the end of 2023, nearly 10,000 talents 
from the GBA entered Hong Kong uti-
lizing the “exit endorsement for talents” 
program. The Hong Kong Secretary for 
Security, Tang Ping-keung, reported this 
significant influx at a Legislative Council 
meeting. This program, initiated in Febru-
ary 2023, categorizes talents into six sec-
tors, including outstanding, scientific, ed-
ucational, healthcare, legal, and others. Of 
these, 347 were classified as ‘outstanding’ 
with a five-year endorsement, while 5,872 
in scientific, educational, or healthcare 
sectors, and 3,739 in legal and other sec-
tors, received endorsements for three 
and one year respectively. Moreover, the 
2023 Policy Address enables foreign staff 
of Hong Kong-registered companies to 
apply for “northbound” multiple entry vi-
sas to the mainland, reflecting an increase 
in cross-border professional mobility.

BRIEFS

Mainland, Hong Kong begin mutual 
recognition of civil, commercial court rulings
ON THE AGENDA

MAINLAND China and the 
Hong Kong Special Ad-

ministrative Region (HKSAR) 
have agreed to implement 
mutual recognition and enfor-
cement of each other’s judg-
ments in civil and commercial 
court cases. This agreement is 
expected to play a pivotal role 
in facilitating legal matters wi-
thin the GBA.

The “Arrangement on Re-
ciprocal Recognition and En-
forcement of Judgments in 
Civil and Commercial Matters 
by the Courts of the Mainland 
and of the HKSAR” became 
effective this week, marking a 
crucial milestone in GBA’s de-
velopment.

The arrangement, initially 
formed in 2019 by the Supreme 
People’s Court (SPC) and Hong 
Kong’s Department of Justice, 
streamlines legal processes 
and reduces economic costs 

for all parties involved.
While judgments from 

mainland courts will not auto-
matically apply in Hong Kong, 
and vice versa, this arrange-
ment will simplify cross-bor-
der legal disputes. It relieves 
creditors from initiating litiga-
tion in two different jurisdic-
tions and will be instrumental 
in resolving civil and commer-

cial issues involving GBA ele-
ments.

Speaking to mainland me-
dia, Vice-President of the SPC, 
Yang Wanming, stated that 
this new arrangement, which 
includes intellectual property 
cases – usually excluded from 
international covenants – will 
lead to mutual recognition 
and enforcement of judgmen-

ts in over 90% of civil and com-
mercial cases between main-
land China and Hong Kong. 
This represents the highest le-
vel of mutual recognition and 
enforcement within a single 
country.

Si Yanli, deputy head of the 
Research Office of the SPC, 
told China Daily the hope that 
Hong Kong would continue 
to deepen its integration with 
mainland China’s judicial and 
legal rules, fostering closer 
judicial connections within 
GBA.

Additionally, substantial 
progress is expected soon, 
allowing Hong Kong-invested 
enterprises registered in the en-
tire Greater Bay Area to adopt 
Hong Kong law and choose 
Hong Kong’s arbitration ser-
vices, a development actively 
researched and implemented 
by the SPC, further strengthe-
ning GBA’s legal infrastructure. 
MDT/CHINA DAILY

An artistic rendering of the GBA as a bustling aviation hub, capturing its ambition to establish a world-class airport cluster. The scene showcases the key airports, busy runways, dynamic passenger flow, and 
the connectivity symbolized by the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge

ANALYSIS

THE Guangdong-
-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) is poised to 

establish a world-class air-
port cluster, an ambition 
underpinned by substantial 
growth in passenger traffic 
and a strategic development 
plan aimed at enhancing air 
travel and cargo throughput 
capacities, according to po-
licy documents released by 
provincial and central gover-
nments and an analysis piece 
put together this week by the 
People’s Daily.

In 2023, the GBA’s cumula-
tive passenger traffic reached 
approximately 180 million, 
signaling a recovery and 
setting the stage for future 
expansion. Key airports in 
the region, including Hong 
Kong International Airport, 
Guangzhou Baiyun Interna-
tional Airport, and Shenzhen 
Bao’an International Airport, 
have reported significant 
passenger trips – rapidly ge-
tting closer to pre-pandemic 
air traffic volumes – illustra-
ting their growing importan-
ce as international aviation 
hubs.

These airports, along with 
Macau International Airport 
and Zhuhai Jinwan Inter-

national Airport, form the 
core of the GBA’s ambitious 
aviation project. The deve-
lopment of the GBA’s airport 
cluster is a multifaceted en-
deavor.

One innovative initiative 
is the “Fly-via-Zhuhai-Hong 
Kong” passenger transfer 
service, which seamlessly in-
tegrates Zhuhai Jinwan Inter-
national Airport with Hong 

Kong International Airport 
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macao Bridge.

This service simplifies tra-
vel by eliminating the need 
for entry and exit inspections 
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IATA PROJECTS GBA TO REACH 390 MILLION AIR PASSENGERS IN 2030 “Deciphering the spatial structure of China’s 
megacity region: A new bay area—The 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
in the making”
E. Hui, Xun Li, Tingting Chen, Wei Lang
Cities Volume 105, October 2020

In 2015, the China State Council in its 13th Five-Year 
Plan for Economic and Social Development strate-
gically initiated the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau 
Greater Bay Area, with emphasis on strengthening its 
role in economic development and its powerful syner-
gy with the all-important The Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) in the country and globally. The Greater Bay Area 
is a unique mega city region situated at the Pearl Riv-
er Delta, covering the 11 [9 mainland cities +2 special 
administrative regions (Hong Kong and Macau)] cities. 
However, few studies examined the bay area under a 
unique institutional and economic context. This study 
aims to examine regional integration and spatial con-
nection that affect the growth and success of the 
megacity region using network analysis. Particularly, it 
analyzed the centrality of human movements, traffic 
flow and railway network through visualization of the 
results from Tencent (QQ) Location Big Data, railway 
service and census data. The study reveals that the 
vital contributor to the formation and success of the 
Greater Bay Area is its rapid growth of transport infra-
structure and capacities, particularly high-speed rail-
way, promoting free flowing of the key factors. Strong 
spatial and transport connection critically harness re-
gional integration and boosting viable development of 
the Greater Bay Area. Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong 
Kong has shaped a triangle structure. The findings 
provide planning recommendation and policy impli-
cations for city planners and policy makers for regional 
governance and cooperation in mainland China, Hong 
Kong and worldwide. From the Abastract

“The second-generation real-time ecological 
environment prediction system for the 
Guangdong–Hong Kong–Marco Greater Bay Area: 
Model setup, validation, improvements, and 
online visualization”
L. Luo, Zhao Meng, Weiwei Ma, Jingwen Huang, You-
chang Zheng, Yang Feng, Yineng Li, Yonglin Liu, Yuan-
guang Huang, Yuhang Zhu
Frontiers in Marine Science (2023)

With the rapidly growing population and socioec-
onomic development of the Guangdong–Hong 
Kong–Marco Greater Bay Area of China, inputs of 
diverse contaminants have rapidly increased. This 
poses threats to the water quality of the Pearl River 
Estuary (PRE) and adjacent seas. To provide valuable 
information to assist the governors, stakeholders, 
and decision-makers in tracking changes in environ-
mental conditions, daily nowcasts and two-day fore-
casts from the ecological prediction system, namely 
the Coupled Great Bay Ecological Environmental 
Prediction System (CGEEPS), has been setup. These 
forecast systems have been built on the Coupled 
Ocean–Atmosphere–Wave–Sediment Transport 
modelling system. This comprises an atmospheric 
Weather Research Forecasting module and an oce-
anic Regional Ocean Modelling System module. Daily 
real-time nowcasts and 2-day forecasts of temper-
ature, salinity, NO2 + NO3, chlorophyll, and pH are 
continuously available. Visualizations of the forecasts 
are available on a local website (http://www.gbaycar-
bontest.xyz:8008/). This paper describes the setup 
of the environmental forecasting system, evaluates 
model hindcast simulations from 2014 to 2018, and 
investigates downscaling and two-way coupling with 
the regional atmospheric model. The results shown 
that though CGEEPS lacks accuracy in predicting the 
absolute value for biological and biogeochemical en-
vironmental variables. It is quite informative to predict 
the spatio-temporal variability of ecological environ-
mental changes associated with extreme weather 
events. Our study will benefit of developing real-time 
marine biogeochemical and ecosystem forecast 
tool for oceanic regions heavily impact by extreme 
weathers. From the Abstract

WORK IN PROGRESS

Notes On Academic Research

An artistic rendering of the GBA as a bustling aviation hub, capturing its ambition to establish a world-class airport cluster. The scene showcases the key airports, busy runways, dynamic passenger flow, and 
the connectivity symbolized by the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge

in Hong Kong, expected to 
serve around 500,000 pas-
senger trips annually. This 
integration is a clear example 
of the GBA’s commitment to 
enhancing connectivity and 

convenience for travelers.
Logistics play a crucial 

role in the GBA’s airport stra-
tegy.

Hong Kong, leveraging its 
status as an international shi-

pping hub, has established 
new mechanisms for goods 
flow with various GBA cities. 
The Dongguan-Hong Kong 
International Airport Logisti-
cs Park, launched in April last 
year, served over 300 foreign 
trade enterprises with an 
enormous import and export 
value.

In terms of infrastructure 
development, the GBA boasts 
seven transport airports with 
11 runways, including three 
major international hubs and 
two feeder airports, Foshan 
Shadi Airport and Huizhou 
Pingtan Airport.

The International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
estimates the Greater Bay to 
reach 387 million passenger 
trips and 20 million tons of 
air cargo traveling through 
the area by 2030.

However, the major air-
ports in the GBA are already 
operating at or near full ca-
pacity. To facilitate more fre-
quent movement of people 
and goods in the GBA, mul-
tiple airports in the area are 
undergoing expansion and 
accelerated development. 
In the coming years, there 
will be significant progress 
and breakthroughs as these 
airports strive to meet the 
growing demand.

Hong Kong Internatio-

nal Airport’s three-runway 
system, Guangzhou Baiyun 
International Airport’s third-
-phase expansion, and Shen-
zhen Bao’an International 
Airport’s runway expansion 
are pivotal projects in this 
respect.

The Macau International 
Airport is not left behind, 
with the Macau Airport 
Company initiating last year 
the Macau International Ex-
pansion and Reclamation 
Project. This project aims to 
refine the airport’s capacity 
and integrate it further with 
Hengqin, fostering a “One 
Journey, Multiple Stops” tra-
vel experience.

By 2035, the GBA is expec-
ted to have seven transport 
airports with 17 runways, 
handling a passenger throu-
ghput of 420 million and a 
cargo throughput of over 20 
million tons.

“The future demand for 
air passenger and cargo 
transportation in the GBA 
will only continue to grow. 
By leveraging their respecti-
ve strengths and promoting 
coordinated development, 
mutual benefits and win-win 
outcomes can be achieved,” 
Cheung Kwok Law, senior re-
search fellow at the Aviation 
Policy and Research Center, 
Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, told the People’s Daily 
this week.

Indeed, experts alert that 
the aviation cluster faces the 
need to meet rapidly increa-
sing demands for travel, cargo, 
business, and leisure ameni-
ties. And it requires achieving 
superior connectivity and 
operational efficiency, whi-
ch are key differentiators of 
a world-class airport cluster. 
Additionally, regional coordi-
nation is a crucial aspect. 

Hong Kong International 
Airport, recognized as one 
of the best airports globally, 
plays a pivotal role in this de-
velopment.

Its geographical advantage 
allows passengers to reach 
major cities in the Asia-Paci-
fic region within five hours of 
the world’s population.

Fred Lam Tin-fuk, CEO of 
the Airport Authority Hong 
Kong, emphasizes the vision 
of transforming Hong Kong 
International Airport into a 
crucial international aviation 
hub.

This vision aligns with the 
broader goal of strengthening 
cooperation and connecti-
vity within the GBA, offering 
improved travel options, and 
attracting more overseas in-
vestors and tourists.

DATA PROVIDED BY THE AIRPORTS

NEW YORK METROPOLITAN AREA: This 
cluster includes airports like John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, LaGuardia Airport, and 
Newark Liberty International Airport. Togeth-
er, they form one of the world’s largest airport 
systems in terms of passenger traffic and 
serve as a major gateway for international 
flights. In 2022, JFK alone recorded 55.2 mil-
lion passengers and handled a total cargo and 
mail volume of 1.5 million short tons.

LONDON AIRPORT SYSTEM: Comprising 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Luton, and 
London City airports, this cluster serves 
the London metropolitan area. Heathrow, in 
particular, is noted for being one of the world’s 
busiest airports in terms of international 
passenger traffic.

LOS ANGELES BASIN: Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport (LAX), John Wayne Airport, 
Ontario International Airport, and several oth-
ers make up this cluster. LAX is the primary 
airport and is among the busiest in the world, 

while the others serve regional or specific 
airline needs.

TOKYO AIRPORTS: Narita International 
Airport and Haneda Airport are the two main 
airports serving the Greater Tokyo Area. While 
Narita serves more international flights, Ha-
neda is one of the busiest airports in Asia for 
passenger traffic.

PARIS AIRPORT SYSTEM: This includes 
Charles de Gaulle Airport and Orly Airport, 
among others. Charles de Gaulle Airport is the 
largest international airport in France and one 
of the world’s principal aviation centers.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA: This clus-
ter consists of San Francisco International 
Airport, Oakland International Airport, and 
San Jose International Airport. While San 
Francisco International is a major internation-
al gateway, the other two airports primarily 
serve domestic flights and some international 
destinations.

Major world airport clusters

GBA Air Traffic 2023/2019
Airport

Hong Kong International Airport

Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport

Macau International Airport

Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport

Zhuhai Jinwan International Airport

Passengers 2023 

(Million)

39.50

63.00

5.15

52.73

11.46

Passengers 2019 

(Million)

71.50

73.39

9.60

52.90

12.28

% Change

-44.76

-14.16

-46.35

-0.32

-6.70
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CHINA 中國

Biden or Trump: China ponders who is ‘the lesser of two evils’
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ANALYSIS

Beijing sees two ‘bowls of 
poison’ in Biden and Trump
DIDI TANG 
& KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

AS the U.S. presidential cam-
paign moves closer to a Do-

nald Trump-Joe Biden rematch, 
China is watching uneasily.

First, there are concerns about 
the campaign itself, where can-
didates are likely to talk tough on 
China. That could threaten the 
fragile improvements in U.S.-Chi-
na relations seen in recent mon-
ths.

Then there’s the outcome of 
the November vote. Neither can-
didate is particularly appealing to 
Beijing. While Biden has looked 
for areas of cooperation with Chi-
na, Beijing is concerned about 
his efforts to unite allies in the 
Indo-Pacific in a coalition against 
China. It’s also nervous about his 
approach to Taiwan after he has 
repeatedly said he would have 
U.S. troops defend it in a conflict 
with China.

Trump, with his isolationist 
approach to foreign policy, mi-
ght be more hesitant to defend 
Taiwan. But nothing can be ruled 
out given his unpredictability and 
his tough rhetoric on China, whi-
ch he blames for the COVID-19 
outbreak that dogged the end of 
his term. He also could deepen a 
trade war that hasn’t eased since 
his presidency.

“For China, no matter who won 
the U.S. presidential election, they 
would be two ‘bowls of poison’,” 
said Zhao Minghao, a professor of 

international relations at Fudan 
University in Shanghai.

Even with the slight impro-
vement in relations, tensions 
remain high, particularly over 
Taiwan. The question of who is in 
the White House could have enor-
mous consequences not only for 
U.S.-China relations but for peace 
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Zhao’s views are echoed by a 
number of analysts in both coun-
tries, who suggest Beijing may 
find Biden the lesser of two evils 
for his steadiness over Trump’s 
unpredictability but also point 
out that the Chinese government 
agonizes over Biden’s success in 
building partnerships to counter 
China.

“No matter who takes office, it 
will not change the overall direc-
tion of America’s strategic compe-
tition with China,” said Sun Chen-
ghao, a fellow at the Center for 
International Security and Strate-
gy at Tsinghua University. “China 
doesn’t have any preference for 
who will win the presidential elec-
tion because China has experien-
ce dealing with either of them for 
four years.”

In China’s social media, many 
commentators appear to be fa-
voring Trump, whom they see 
not only as a businessman up 
for a deal but also a disruptive 
force that undermines American 
democracy and U.S. global lea-
dership to the benefit of Beijing. 
Trump’s policies and remarks as 
president earned him the nickna-

me of Chuan Jianguo, or “Trump, 
the (Chinese) nation builder,” an 
implication that he was helping 
Beijing.

Trump’s recent accusation that 
Taiwan took the chip-making in-
dustry from the U.S. has been seen 
as a sign that Trump, a business-
man at heart, may not be willing 
to defend the self-governed island 
that is Chinese territory.

Sun Yun, director of the China 
program at the Washington-based 
Stimson Center, cautioned against 
nationalistic sentiments in China 
that could be at odds with gover-
nment officials and elites. “With 
Trump, there is no floor to U.S.-
-China relations, and Trump po-
ses great risks and uncertainties, 
including the possibility of a mi-
litary conflict,” Sun said, adding 
China in 2020 was convinced that 
Trump could attack Taiwan to win 
reelection.

“There might be some benefit 
associated with Trump’s potential 
to damage alliances and partner-
ships, shaking the world’s confi-
dence in America’s leadership, but 
the benefit for China will not be 
able to offset the even more sig-
nificant damage he would impose 
on the relationship with China,” 
she said.

Trump started off on the wrong 
foot with China when he took a 
congratulatory call on his 2016 
election victory from the presi-
dent of Taiwan, angering the go-
vernment in Beijing, which oppo-
ses any official contact between 

Taiwan and foreign governments.
Relations appeared to get back 

on track in 2017, when Chinese 
President Xi Jinping visited Trump 
at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida 
in April and, six months later, hos-
ted the U.S. president in Beijing 
with a dinner at the Forbidden 
City.

But in 2018, Trump started a 
trade war by imposing tariffs on 
Chinese imports. China retaliated 
with tariffs on U.S. goods, and the 
tariffs on both sides remain to this 
day.

The COVID-19 outbreak in 
China in 2020 pushed Trump’s 
relationship with the country to 
the point of no return. As the vi-
rus spread to the United States, 
he tried to deflect criticism of his 
handling of the pandemic by bla-
ming China, drawing strong re-
bukes from Beijing.

When Biden and Trump squa-
red off in 2020, U.S. intelligence 
agencies reported before the elec-
tion that China viewed Trump as 
“unpredictable” and opposed his 
reelection. A subsequent asses-
sment issued months after the 
election said that China ultima-
tely had not interfered on either 
side and “considered but did not 
deploy” influence operations in-
tended to affect the outcome.

Experts say the Chinese also 
are unlikely to interfere with the 
U.S. presidential election this 
year. If Beijing is to interfere, it is 
more likely to try to discredit U.S. 
democracy, amplify partisan dis-

cord, and undermine faith in the 
election process, they say.

Once elected, Biden kept his 
predecessor’s China policy. Not 
only did he keep the tariffs but 
Biden also limited access by Chi-
nese companies to advanced te-
chnologies, sanctioned Chinese 
officials over human rights viola-
tions and expanded restrictions 
on China-bound U.S. monies.

Then in early 2023, tensions 
spiked again when the U.S. shot 
down a Chinese spy balloon. It 
took months of diplomacy to set 
up a meeting between Biden and 
Xi that resulted in some modest 
agreements and a vow to stabilize 
relations.

Miles Yu, director of the China 
center at the Hudson Institute, 
said the U.S. has come to a bipar-
tisan agreement on China, with 
the two parties sharing “pretty 
much the same China policy.” In 
response, China’s ruling Commu-
nist Party has a new U.S. policy, he 
said.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s a black 
cat or a white cat, as long as it’s an 
American cat, it’s a bad cat,” Yu 
said, borrowing from the famous 
saying by China’s reformist politi-
cian Deng Xiaoping that encoura-
ged market reforms regardless of 
ideology.

But several experts expressed 
a guarded preference for Biden 
because of his steadiness, which 
they say Beijing may appreciate 
in managing the already-fraught 
relations.

“Trump is by nature volatile 
and cruel and is a person hard 
to be familiar with,” said Shi Yi-
nhong, international relations 
professor at Renmin University of 
China. While Beijing can expect 
its relationship with Washington 
to stay the course if Biden is ree-
lected, it may not wish to deal 
with Trump’s hysteria toward Chi-
na and possibly drastic changes if 
he returns to the White House, Shi 
said.

Wang Yiwei, director of the Ins-
titute of International Affairs at 
Renmin University of China, said 
Beijing is more worried about 
Trump’s hostility toward globali-
zation than Biden’s worldwide ef-
forts to build alliances. “We don’t 
expect any one of them would be 
better for China, but the key (for 
China) is to continue its opening 
and reforms, and high-quality de-
velopment,” Wang said.

But Shi Sushi, a veteran com-
mentator in Beijing, said it is ea-
sier for China to handle Trump, 
who just wants to cut a deal, than 
Biden, who has a values-based 
approach to governing.

“Biden’s toughness is some-
thing few Chinese understand,” 
Shi said. “He is an establishment 
politician. He is a defender of 
American values. He is engaged in 
‘friends-circle diplomacy’ to form 
a circle of friends that integrates 
the power of the West to (counter) 
China. From this point of view, I 
can bluntly say that Biden is more 
difficult to deal with.” MDT/AP
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Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, on platform, delivers his policy speech at parliament in Tokyo, yesterday

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. (right) and Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong inspect honor 
guards during a welcome ceremony in Hanoi, yesterday
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Kishida says he’s determined 
to break ruling party from its 
practice of money politics

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Philippines, Vietnam agree to cooperate 
on disputed waters as Marcos visits Hanoi
THE Philippines and 

Vietnam signed an 
agreement yesterday on 
preventing and managing 
incidents in the disputed 
South China Sea during 
Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos, Jr.’s visit to 
Hanoi.

Several countries, inclu-
ding the Philippines and 
Vietnam, are locked in ma-
ritime disputes with China 
over its claims of sovereign-
ty over virtually the entire 
South China Sea, one of the 
world’s most crucial wa-
terways for shipping, and 
high-seas faceoffs between 
Chinese and Philippine 
ships have intensified over 
the past year in the contes-
ted waters, fueling fears of a 

wider conflict.
The Philippines and 

Vietnam agreed to increase 
coordination on maritime 
issues and work to promo-
te trust and confidence, the 

Philippine government said 
in a statement.

They didn’t release de-
tails about what actions 
they would take under the 
agreement.

“Vietnam remains the 
sole strategic partner of the 
Philippines in the ASEAN 
region,” Marcos said during 
a meeting with his Vietna-
mese counterpart, Vo Van 

Thuong, referring to the 
regional grouping of Sou-
theast Asian nations.

He added that while ma-
ritime cooperation was the 
“foundation” for this part-
nership, relations between 
the two nations had expan-
ded.

The two countries also 
signed a deal yesterday for 
Vietnam to supply the Phi-
lippines with 1.5 million to 
2 million metric tons of rice 
each year at affordable pri-
ces.

Vietnamese rice accoun-
ts for 85% of imported rice 
in the Philippines and the 
two countries agreed to 
create a framework for en-
suring stable supplies. A 
rice shortage last year, exa-

cerbated by climate change 
and some major producers 
halting exports, resulted in 
prices soaring globally in-
cluding in the Philippines.

Marcos, who arrived in 
Hanoi on Monday, also met 
with Pham Nhat Vuong, 
Vietnam’s richest man 
and the chairman of the 
sprawling conglomerate 
Vingroup, which runs the 
electric vehicle company 
Vinfast.

Vinfast said after the 
meeting it would open an 
EV business network in the 
Philippines and that the in-
vestment would start later 
this year.

VinFast’s plans to ex-
pand in the Philippines are 
part of its goal of selling EVs 
in 50 markets worldwide. 
It is exporting EVs to the 
U.S. and also building a $4 
billion EV factory in North 
Carolina, where production 
is slated to begin this year. 
It has also said it will build 
factories in Indonesia and 
India. MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

JAPAN’S Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida stressed yes-
terday he was determined 
to make a clear break from 

money politics as he renewed an 
apology for the latest major cor-
ruption scandal in the governing 
party, which has eclipsed his key 
policies such as strengthening the 
military and Japan’s alliance with 
the United States.

His policy speech had been 
due last week when the new par-
liamentary session opened, but 
Kishida broke with tradition and 
instead faced an intensive session 
on the scandal first.

Kishida said he must admit 
that factions in the Liberal De-
mocratic Party seemed to work 
for money and favors rather than 
policy, and he promised to lead 
reforms. “I humbly regret, and 
made a determination to have 
policy groups make a complete 
break from money and personnel 
affairs,” he said.

Kishida gave no further expla-
nation about the scandal or how 
the money was spent. Opposition 
lawmakers have pressed for him 
to disclose details.

Kishida said he needed to re-

gain public trust, citing challen-
ges including a deadly earth-
quake on New Year’s Day and the 
economy.

Kishida pledged to “further 
expand and deepen” the Japan-
-U.S. relations, which he called 
the lynchpin of Japan’s diploma-
tic policy, including by meeting 
President Joe Biden on a state vi-
sit to Washington in April. He said 
Japan needs to further strengthen 
Japan-U.S. alliance to reinforce 

Japanese security and to play a 
greater role in regional peace and 
stability.

Under the national security 
strategy adopted in December 
2022, Kishida announced plans 
to double defense spending in 
five years for drastic military buil-
dup that include strike capability 
amid growing threat from China 
and North Korea. He did not cla-
rify in his speech yesterday how 
his government plans to secure 

the funding.
Public support ratings for 

Kishida’s administration have 
dropped to around 20%, and whi-
le his leadership tenure may be 
shortened, the LDP is most likely 
stay in power because the largely 
fractured opposition parties are 
not seen as a viable alternative.

The LDP has governed pos-
twar Japan almost without inter-
ruption and has repeatedly had 
corruption scandals followed by 

promises for cleaner politics.
The latest scandal centers 

on political funds raised throu-
gh party event tickets bought 
by individuals, companies and 
organizations. Dozens of LDP 
lawmakers, most of them belon-
ging to a faction previously led by 
assassinated former Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe, were accused 
of systematically not reporting 
funds in violation of the Political 
Funds Control Law. The money 
was alleged to have gone into un-
monitored slush funds.

Prosecutors recently indic-
ted 10 people, including three 
lawmakers, though cases were 
dropped against political hea-
vyweights.

Kishida on Monday admitted 
at least 37 lawmakers are now 
correcting the accounting of their 
political funds.

Governing lawmakers say pro-
ceeds from fundraising events 
provide key income to help cover 
election costs and other political 
activities, and deny they hid or 
pocketed unreported income. 
Experts say the Political Funds 
Control Law has many loopholes.

Kishida has announced the 
dissolving of his faction following 
the scandal and he has estab-
lished an internal task force to 
make reforms, but half of its 
members are linked to the scan-
dal, raising questions about how 
much it can achieve.

Critics say the real problem is 
not the factions but the behind-
-the-scenes dealings often based 
on lawmakers’ connections with 
voters in their electoral districts.

Kishida doesn’t have to call a 
parliamentary election until 2025, 
but his party has set a leadership 
vote for September. MDT/AP
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WORLD 國際

Drivers and front seat passengers must wear 
seatbelts under a new law which came into for-
ce at midnight.

The Department of Transport says 30,000 
people a year are killed or seriously injured in 
road accidents. It hopes the compulsory wea-
ring of front seatbelts will save 1,000 lives a year.

Evidence suggests six out of 10 drivers cur-
rently ignore advice to belt up in the front.

Police are being urged to take a softly softly 
approach to start with - but drivers could even-
tually be fined £50 for not wearing their seatbel-
ts.

The row over making front seatbelts compul-
sory has been going on for 15 years and there 
have been 11 previous attempts to make it law.

Critics have accused the government of ope-
rating a nanny state and some drivers have 
complained their personal freedom is being in-
fringed and they find seatbelts uncomfortable.

The government has been urging drivers to 
check the position of their seatbelts and make 
the necessary adjustments before today’s law 
came into effect.

Junior Transport Minister Linda Chalker said: 
“Nobody likes being told to do something when 
they haven’t seen for themselves the sense of 
it.

“You can remain in control of a vehicle when 
you don’t get knocked out. If you are held in 
your seat by a belt you have more chance of 
stopping your vehicle careering into another 
vehicle containing other people.”

She dismissed claims some people would suf-
fer worse injuries through belting up, saying the 
evidence suggested only a tiny proportion of 
front seat passengers would suffer worse inju-
ries if they were restrained by seat belts.

There will be some exceptions to the new 
law. Taxi drivers will be exempt because of the 
possible threat to their safety from dangerous 
passengers. Drivers of electric delivery vehicles 
such as milk floats will also be exempt.

Courtesy BBC News

1983 British drivers
   ordered to Belt up

In context

Figures showed 90% of front-seat passengers 
began routinely wearing seat belts after it became 
compulsory.
In 1991 it became compulsory for adults to belt 
up in the back seat. Figures showed an increase 
from 10% to 40% of backseat passengers wearing 
seatbelts
Research in 1998 showed 160 lives could be saved 
a year through belting up in the back - this included 
40 drivers or front-seat passengers killed by an 
unbelted passenger in the back.
A high-profile advertising campaign, launched in 
July 1998, showed a mother being killed in a car 
when she was hit from behind by her unbelted 
child.
Figures for October 2000 showed the wearing of 
rear seatbelts had increased to 59% of adults and 
91% of children.

this day in historyNORTHERN IRELAND

Unionist party agrees to 
end two-year boycott that 
caused the gov’t to collapse

blic frustration, teachers, 
nurses and other public sec-
tor workers staged a 24-hour 
strike this month calling on 
politicians to return to the 
government and give them a 
long-delayed pay raise.

The British government 
has agreed to give Northern 
Ireland more than 3 billion 
pounds ($3.8 billion) for its 
public services, but only if 
the executive in Belfast gets 
back up and running.

The political impasse in 
Northern Ireland stems from 
the United Kingdom’s deci-
sion to leave the European 
Union and its borderless 
trading bloc after decades of 
membership. The DUP quit 
the government in opposi-
tion to new trade rules put 
in place after the U.K. left 
the EU in 2020 that imposed 
customs checks and other 
hurdles on goods moving to 
Northern Ireland from the 
rest of the U.K.

The checks were imposed 
to maintain an open border 
between the north and its 
EU neighbor, the Republic 
of Ireland, a key pillar of 
the peace process that en-
ded decades of violence in 
Northern Ireland. The DUP, 
though, says the new east-
-west customs border un-
dermines Northern Ireland’s 
place in the U.K.

In February 2023, the 

U.K. and the EU agreed on a 
deal to ease customs checks 
and other hurdles for goods 
moving to Northern Ireland 
from the rest of the U.K. But 
it was not enough for the 
DUP, which continued its go-
vernment boycott.

Donaldson said further 
measures agreed by the Bri-
tish government will “remo-
ve checks for goods moving 
within the U.K. and re-
maining in Northern Ireland 
and will end Northern Ire-
land automatically following 
future EU laws.”

The DUP’s decision faces 
opposition from some har-
d-line unionists, who fierce-
ly guard Northern Ireland’s 
place in the U.K. and say 
even light-touch post-Brexit 
checks create a de facto in-
ternal trade barrier. Dozens 
of protesters gathered out-
side the DUP meeting venue 
outside Belfast late Mon-
day, waving placards saying, 
“Stop DUP sellout.”

Details of the supposedly 
private five-hour meeting 
were live-tweeted by Jamie 
Bryson, editor of the Unio-
nist Voice newsletter, who is 
opposed to Donaldson’s at-
tempts at compromise.

Donaldson said last week 
that he had received threats 
over his attempts to nego-
tiate a return to the govern-
ment.

“I think my party has 
displayed far more courage 
than those who threaten or 
try to bully or try to misre-
present us,” he said yester-
day. “We are determined to 
take our place in taking Nor-
thern Ireland forward.”

The situation has been 
complicated by Northern 
Ireland’s changing politi-
cal landscape. Unionists 
were the largest force in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
from its establishment in 
1998 until 2022, when Sinn 
Fein won the most seats in 
an election.

That gives the nationalist 
party, which seeks to take 
Northern Ireland out of the 
U.K. and unite it with the 
republic, the right to hold 
the post of first minister. 
The DUP would fill the post 
of deputy — a bitter pill for 
some unionists to swallow.

Sinn Fein President Mary 
Lou McDonald said she was 
optimistic the Belfast gover-
nment could return before 
the Feb. 8 deadline.

“It is vital there is political 
stability to address the scale 
of the crisis across our pu-
blic services,” she said. “Let’s 
now focus minds on the job 
at hand and to the solutions 
required to support workers 
and families who want and 
deserve functioning govern-
ment.” MDT/AP

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

N
ORTHERN Ire-
land’s largest 
British unionist 
party has agreed 

to end a boycott that left 
the region’s people without 
a power-sharing adminis-
tration for two years and 
rattled the foundations of 
the 25-year-old peace. The 
breakthrough could see the 
shuttered Belfast govern-
ment restored within days.

After a marathon late-ni-
ght meeting, Democratic 
Unionist Party leader Jeffrey 
Donaldson said yesterday 
that the party’s executive 
had backed proposals to re-
turn to the government. He 
said agreements reached 
with the U.K. government in 
London “provide a basis for 
our party to nominate mem-
bers to the Northern Ireland 
Executive, thus seeing the 
restoration of the locally 
elected institutions.”

The breakthrough came 
after the U.K. government 
last week gave Northern Ire-
land politicians until Feb. 8 
to restore the Northern Ire-
land Assembly and executive 
or face new elections.

“All the conditions are in 
place for the Assembly to re-
turn,” Northern Ireland Se-
cretary Chris Heaton-Harris 
said. “The parties entitled to 
form an executive are mee-
ting today to discuss these 
matters, and I hope to be 
able to finalize this deal with 
the political parties as soon 
as possible.”

The DUP walked out in 
February 2022 in a dispute 
over post-Brexit trade rules. 
Ever since, it has refused to 
return to the government 
with the Irish nationa-
list party Sinn Fein. Under 
power-sharing rules estab-
lished as part of Northern 
Ireland’s peace process, the 
administration must include 
both British unionists and 
Irish nationalists.

The walkout left Northern 
Ireland’s 1.9 million people 
without a functioning admi-
nistration to make key de-
cisions as the cost of living 
soared and backlogs strained 
the creaking public health 
system. Amid mounting pu-
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Easy pace; 6- Sherpa’s home; 11- Knock vigorously; 14- Copy; 15- Liquid 

waste component; 16- Blood letters; 17- Muse of love poetry; 18- Ascends; 19- 
100 yrs.; 20- Student tables; 22- Signed; 24- In one’s own right; 28- Shores; 29- 
Evaluate; 30- Frank; 32- Beat it!; 33- Characteristic; 35- ___ the finish; 39- Assist; 
40- Cheer for Manolete; 41- Objectionable; 42- Extent of space; 43- Shorthand 
taker; 45- Clickable image; 46- Like non-oyster months; 48- Chant; 50- Outlaw; 
53- Short drama; 54- Follows orders; 55- Remains; 57- ___ gloom of night...; 58- 
Eye drops; 60- Sub system; 65- Informal British address; 66- Everglades bird; 67- 
Strictly accurate; 68- Suffix with Capri; 69- Rip-roaring; 70- Judges’ garments;
 
DOWN 1- Handled tool, terminate; 2- Debussy’s “La ___”; 3- Lingerie item; 4- 
Destiny; 5- Second book of the Bible; 6- Suckle; 7- Actor Estrada; 8- Bridge 
option; 9- Packed away; 10- Wound; 11- Prepares for billiards; 12- Red as 
___; 13- Tadpole milieus; 21- Formerly, 
formerly; 23- Birth of Christ; 24- Figure 
skater Cohen; 25- Member of the 
wedding; 26- ___ Mio; 27- Hazard; 
28- Sever; 30- Bundles; 31- Legal 
claim; 34- Doesn’t keep; 36- Actor 
Williamson; 37- Singly; 38- Religious 
doctrine; 43- Become firm; 44- Greasy; 
47- Pay attention; 49- Former Egyptian 
leader; 50- Small tuned drum; 51- Circa; 
52- Pluck; 53- Ashen; 55- Delhi wrap; 
56- Very, in Versailles; 59- Narcissist’s 
problem; 61- Tic-tac-toe loser; 62- 
Arrest; 63- Hotshot; 64- Some NFL 
linemen; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A need to be in love may fool 
you. Take a look at investment 
opportunities. Don’t let 
your emotions interfere with 
moneymaking deals. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Be prepared to counteract the 
damage that adversaries are 
about to create. You will attract 
members of  the opposite sex 
readily.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Things are looking good for you, 
so open your eyes and get to it. 
You can enjoy your involvement 
in organizations that make 
charitable contributions. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Much knowledge can be obtained 
through the experiences you have. 
Do your chores and get on with the 
things you enjoy doing. Be sure that 
you lay your cards on the table. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Be prepared to step into the 
limelight if  you wish to promote 
your ambitions. Try not to take 
everything so seriously. Don’t 
let any money slip through your 
fingers today. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Electrical problems may be an 
issue. Do not let the reactions of  
others get you going. Take time 
to do something nice for yourself. 
Don’t make any rash decisions that 
may affect friendships.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Extend an invitation to clients 
you enjoy spending time with. 
There’s lots to be done and if  you 
meet your deadline you’ll be in 
your boss’s good books.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  you are in the midst of  a 
financial deal, this is your lucky 
day. You may have been too nice 
to a friend who just wanted to take 
advantage of  you. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can expect to experience delays 
or additional red tape if  you deal 
with institutions. You should be 
traveling to that exotic destination 
you’ve been dreaming about. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Friendships will be ruined if  you 
let too many people get involved 
in any disputes. Romance may 
be better than you ever thought 
possible. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t be too confident that 
coworkers are on your side. Don’t 
deny yourself  today. You may have 
a problem with coworkers if  you try 
to tell them what to do. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Any renovation or decorating to 
your home should include the 
whole family. Stomach problems 
could prevail if  you haven’t been 
watching your diet.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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At trendy Japanese cafés, customers 
enjoy cuddling with pigs
YURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO

FIRST there were cafés that 
allowed pets. Then came cat 

cafés, where lattes took second 
place to feline interaction. The 
latest craze in Japan: The pig café.

“It was wonderful. Very re-
laxing and enjoyable,” said Brad 
Loomis, a software engineer from 
Pullman, Washington, after visi-
ting Tokyo’s Mipig Café with his 
21-year-old daughter, Paige.

They were among dozens of 
customers on a recent morning, 
taking selfies and breaking into 
huge smiles. The pigs, a miniatu-
re breed, trotted about the room, 
looking for a cozy lap to cuddle 
up.

The pigs are surprisingly quiet, 
although they do snort now and 
then. They don’t like to be alone, 
making for great companionship. 
Unlike the stereotype, they’re very 
clean and don’t smell.

Customers pay 2,200 yen ($15) 
for the first 30 minutes in the 
company of the pigs. A reserva-
tion is required.

“Each pig is unique. Each one 
has his or her own personality. 
You may notice one may be stron-
g-headed, and another may be 
gentle,” said Shiho Kitagawa, an 
executive at Mipig who refers to 
the pigs as “buta-san,” using an 
honorific.

The Mipig Café in fashionable 
Harajuku is among 10 such pig ca-
fes the operator has opened arou-
nd Japan. The first one opened in 

Tokyo in 2019. Two more are in the 
works for later this year.

The animals, known as “micro 
pigs,” don’t get bigger than a corgi 
dog, even as adults. The cafés also 
feature adorable baby pigs the 
size of toy poodles.

Pig lovers say they make great 
pets. They can be purchased for 
about 200,000 yen ($1,350) from 
Mipig, have already been toile-
t-trained and are used to being 
with people. Micro pig food is 
also for sale. Mipig says it has sold 
1,300 pigs as pets.

A drink dispensing machine is 
in the corner of the café, but har-
dly anyone was bothering to get 
a drink, being too occupied with 
the pigs.

Foreign tourists visiting the 
café said they found out about 
it on Instagram and other social 
media. The café does not invest 
in advertising. They made sure to 
include a visit during their trip to 
Japan, along with the usual tourist 
spots like the ancient capital of 
Kyoto, they said.

Australian Ben Russell smiled 
when a pig finally climbed into his 
lap. Although this was his first en-
counter with a real pig, they have 
always been his favorite animal, 
he said, although he wasn’t sure 
exactly why.

Sophie Mo’unga from New 
Zealand, in Japan with her hus-
band and two children, was a big 
hit with the pigs, with several of 
them fighting over her lap.

“They were cute. I think they 

were all keeping each other 
warm,” she said.

The pig café is the latest in a 
series of animal coffee shops that 
have popped up in Japan, inclu-
ding ones that feature owls, hed-
gehogs, birds and even snakes.

Some people have raised ethi-
cal questions about whether the 
animals enjoy the experience as 
much as the humans.

“It must be stressful to be tou-
ched and fondled by a bunch of 
strangers,” said Sachiko Azuma, 
head of Tokyo-based PEACE, whi-
ch stands for Put an End to Ani-
mal Cruelty and Exploitation.

“The animals have become 

tools for a money-making busi-
ness,” she said.

Her group mainly opposes 
animal experiments and “petting 
zoos.” Cafés tend to be tiny and 
don’t provide enough of a natu-
ral environment for cats or small 
pigs, and those that entrap wildli-
fe are abhorrent, Azuma said. She 
approves of cafés run by shelters 
trying to find owners for abando-
ned pets.

Dr. Bruce Kornreich, profes-
sor of clinical sciences at Cornell 
University’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine in Ithaca, N.Y., said in-
teracting with animals can lower 
one’s blood pressure and reduce 

headaches and the risk of cardio-
vascular disease. It also enhances 
a sense of well-being and helps 
people cope with stress, he said.

“How they do these things, I’m 
not sure we know the answer,” 
said Kornreich, who is also part of 
the Cornell Feline Health Center, 
which advocates the study and 
well-being of cats.

“There is mounting evidence 
that associating with and owning 
pets can provide mental health 
and physical health benefits for 
people,” he said in a Zoom inter-
view.

Even with dogs, it’s not clear if 
it’s walking the dog that helps the 
owner’s health or being in the pre-
sence of a friendly animal.

Whatever it is, with dogs or 
pigs, people are soothed and ha-
ppy.

“Very cute and very sleepy,” 
Paige Loomis said of the pigs. 
“They made me sleepy.” MDT/AP

Customers play with micro pigs at a mipig cafe in Tokyo
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FOOTBALL
Man U’s 
Rashford 
taken 
responsibility 
for his 
actions

MANCHESTER United said Mar-
cus Rashford had “taken res-

ponsibility for his actions” after he 
was reportedly seen in a Belfast night 
spot last week and later reported him-
self ill.

The club confirmed yesterday [Ma-
cau time] it dealt with a “disciplinary 
matter” regarding the England striker.

Rashford was left out of his team’s 
4-2 win against Newport in the FA 
Cup on Sunday, with United saying 
he was too ill to take part.

Afterward, manager Erik ten Hag 
said he would deal with the forward 
following his reported activities in the 
week leading up to the match.

“Marcus has taken responsibility 
for his actions. This has been dealt 
with as an internal disciplinary mat-
ter, which is now closed,” United said. 
It did not say if he had been fined.

Rashford will be available for selec-
tion when United plays Wolves in the 
English Premier League on Thursday. 
MDT/AP

R
UGBY Australia said 
yesterday it is working 
with the debt-affected 
Melbourne Rebels to 

ensure they field a team in this 
year’s Super Rugby Pacific com-
petition.

The Rebels formally entered 
voluntary administration on 
Monday night, with the season 
set to get underway in less than 
a month. The national gover-
ning body said it remains com-
mitted to rugby in Victoria state.

In a statement, Rugby Austra-
lia said it will focus on a “viable 
professional rugby footprint in 
Melbourne that can be sustaina-
ble and commercially successful 
in the future.”

Rugby Australia chief execu-
tive Phil Waugh said his head 
office will work with the appoin-
ted administrator to ensure Mel-
bourne teams play in this year’s 
men’s and women’s Super com-

petitions.
“RA is committed to ensuring 

the Melbourne Rebels play in 
the 2024 Super Rugby competi-
tions, and we will support their 
preparation for the new season,” 
Waugh said in the statement. 
“We are determined to ensure 
that RA is making responsible 
decisions for a sustainable and 

successful future — we will work 
with the Rebels and the relevant 
stakeholders to that end.”

Super Rugby Pacific’s Su-
per Round, set to take place on 
March 1-3 at Melbourne’s AAMI 
Park, will not be impacted by the 
Rebels’ struggles. Waugh said 
the Victorian government wou-
ld be involved in talks over the 

future of the club, which is be-
lieved to be 9 million Australian 
dollars ($5.9 million) in debt.

The state government pre-
viously bailed out the Rebels in 
2017, reaching an agreement 
with Rugby Australia that invol-
ved hosting rights for the Ble-
disloe Cup and British and Irish 
Lions test matches in Melbour-
ne.

Rebels coach Kevin Foote, 
who was an assistant at the Per-
th-based Western Force when 
they were cut from the league, 
said the current situation would 
help bring the team together.

“The first thing we spoke 
about was controlling what 
we can control,” Foote said af-
ter a meeting with the players. 
“If anything this is made the 
players very determined — I li-
ved through this in Perth and I 
can tell you this will galvanize 
the team.” MDT/AP

RUGBY

Rugby Australia to help run 
debt-affected Melbourne 
Rebels for Super Pacific season
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Brazil’s federal police 
yesterday [Macau time] 
searched the home and 
office of Carlos Bolsonaro, 
the son of former President 
Jair Bolsonaro and a Rio de 
Janeiro city councilman, 
two days after the Supreme 
Court granted the warrants. 
Police said in a statement 
that they conducted 
nine searches as part of 
a broader investigation into 
the nation›s intelligence 
agency and alleged spying 
on political opponents 
during Bolsonaro’s term.

Colombia’s government 
and the nation’s largest 
remaining rebel group 
announced they will 
extend their current 
cease-fire by one week, 
while delegates from both 
sides who are meeting in 
Cuba continue to discuss 
policies that could secure 
a longer lasting truce. In 
a joint statement, the 
government and the 
National Liberation Army 
said they will abide by the 
conditions of the current 
cease-fire, which began 
in August and was set to 
expire yesterday.

Business Amazon called 
off its purchase of robot 
vacuum maker iRobot, 
blaming “undue and 
disproportionate regulatory 
hurdles” after the European 
Union signaled its objection 
to the deal. The companies 
said in joint statement that 
they were disappointed 
but mutually agreed to 
terminate the acquisition. 
The deal faced antitrust 
scrutiny on both sides 
of the Atlantic, but most 
strongly in Europe.

Internet Elon Musk’s social 
media platform X has 
blocked some searches 
for Taylor Swift as 
pornographic deepfake 
images of the singer have 
circulated online. 
Attempts to search for her 
name without quote marks 
on the site yesterday 
[Macau time] resulted in 
an error message and a 
prompt for users to retry 
their search, which added, 
“Don’t fret — it’s not your 
fault.” Sexually explicit and 
abusive fake images of 
Swift began circulating 
widely last week on X.

Global anti-corruption efforts are faltering, 
partly due to a ‘decline’ in justice: survey

Efforts to fight public sector corruption are faltering around the 
world, in part because a “global decline in justice and the rule of 
law since 2016,” according to a corruption index released yester-
day.

Transparency International, which compiles the annual Corrup-
tion Perceptions Index, found 23 countries at their worst level sin-
ce the global ranking began almost three decades ago, including 
both high-ranking democracies and authoritarian states.

On the reported decline in justice, the group said that “the rise of 
authoritarianism in some countries contributes to this trend, and 
even in democratic contexts, the mechanisms that keep govern-

ments in check have weakened.”
“Corruption will continue to thrive until justice systems can pu-

nish wrongdoing and keep governments in check,” Transparency 
International chair François Valérian said in a statement. He ad-
ded that “leaders should fully invest in and guarantee the indepen-
dence of institutions that uphold the law and tackle corruption.”

The organization measures the perception of public sector cor-
ruption according to 13 data sources including the World Bank, 
the World Economic Forum and private risk and consulting com-
panies. It ranks 180 countries and territories on a scale from a “hi-
ghly corrupt” 0 to a “very clean” 100.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

THE six men found 
dead at a remote dirt 

crossroads in the Southern 
California desert last week 
were likely shot to death in 
a dispute over marijuana, 
sheriff’s officials said as 
they announced the arres-
ts of five men suspected in 
the violence.

Authorities discovered 
the bodies yesterday in the 
Mojave Desert outside El 
Mirage after someone cal-
led 911 and said in Spanish 
that he had been shot, San 
Bernardino County She-
riff’s Sgt. Michael Warrick 
said during a news confe-
rence.

All the victims were 
likely shot to death, and 
four of the bodies had been 
partially burned together, 
Warrick said. A fifth victim 
was found inside a Chevy 
Trailblazer, and the sixth 
was discovered nearby the 
following day, he said.

“It looks like illicit mari-
juana was the driving for-
ce behind these murders,” 
Sheriff Shannon Dicus 
said, adding that the area 
is known for illegal mari-
juana growing operations.

The scene showed a 
“level of violence” remi-
niscent of a drug cartel, 
but investigators couldn’t 
immediately confirm that 

cartels were involved, offi-
cials said.

Five men, ranging in 
age from 24 to 34, were ar-
rested, and eight firearms 
were seized after deputies 
served search warrants 
Sunday in the Adelanto 
and Apple Valley areas of 
San Bernardino County 
and the Pinyon Hills nei-
ghborhood of Los Angeles 
County, Warrick said at a 
news conference.

Officials said investiga-
tors believe all the suspec-
ts in the case are in custo-
dy. They were held without 
bail.

Authorities identified 
four of the victims as: 
Baldemar Mondragon-Al-
barran, 34, of Adelanto; 
Franklin Noel Bonilla, 22, 
of Hesperia; Kevin Dariel 
Bonilla, 25, of Hesperia; 
and a 45-year-old man 
whose name was withheld 
pending family notifica-
tion. Coroner’s officials 
were trying to identify the 
remaining two men.

Investigators believe 
Franklin Bonilla was the 
man who called 911, War-
rick said.

California voters legali-
zed recreational marijuana 
in 2016, and the state has 
become the world’s largest 
legal cannabis marketpla-

ce since then, with billions 
in annual sales. But the 
illegal market continues to 
thrive.

Dicus called the black 
market “a plague” that re-
sults in violence, and he 
called on lawmakers to 
reform cannabis laws to 
“keep legalization but re-
vert to harsher penalties 
for users of illegal pot.”

Overhead footage from 
TV stations last week 
showed a dark blue SUV 
with a passenger window 
blown out and another 
door open, with part of the 
image blurred. The foota-
ge also showed numerous 
yellow evidence markers 
in the scrubby desert.

The area, some 50 miles 
northeast of Los Angeles, 
is so remote that the she-
riff’s department called in 
help from the California 
Highway Patrol’s Aviation 
Division to find the scene.

In 2020, seven peo-
ple were fatally shot at an 
illegal marijuana growing 
operation in a small, rural 
town in neighboring River-
side County. More than 20 
people lived on the pro-
perty, which had several 
makeshift dwellings used 
for the production of ho-
ney oil, a potent cannabis 
concentrate. MDT/AP

ORGANIZED CRIME

Five suspects arrested 
in California desert 
killings in dispute 
over marijuana
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Fuss about policing 
deal much ado 
about nothing

Pat Conroy, Australia’s minister for de-
fense industry and minister for internatio-
nal development and the Pacific, pledged 
A$35 million ($23.13 million) in policing 
assistance to neighboring East Timor on 
Monday during an official visit. The pro-
mise of funding comes amid rising con-
cerns in Canberra and Washington that 
Beijing is seeking to increase its influence 
in the region through police and security 
cooperation with Pacific island countries.

It is unnecessary for Washington and 
Canberra to feel nervous about China’s 
cooperation with Pacific island countries. 
China seeks to develop cooperative rela-
tions in all fields with any country it has 
diplomatic relations with, and its coopera-
tion does not target any third country.

Yet China being in early talks with Pa-
pua New Guinea on a potential security 
and policing deal, following an earlier one 
with the Solomon Islands, seems to have 
set the proverbial cat among pigeons, 
with Washington and Canberra already 
displaying unease at Beijing’s cooperative 
outreach in the Pacific.

China reportedly approached Papua New 
Guinea in September with an offer to assist 
its police force with training, equipment 
and surveillance technology, with talks 
continuing last week.

“We deal with China only on the econo-
mic and trade level at this point. They are 
one of our biggest trading partners. But 
they have offered to assist our policing and 
security on the internal security side,” Pa-
pua New Guinea’s Foreign Minister Justin 
Tkachenko said. Talks are still in the ear-
ly stage he said, with Papua New Guinea 
assessing if the Chinese offer duplicates 
security and policing assistance already 
being offered by Australia and the United 
States. Tkachenko said Papua New Gui-
nea would not do anything to jeopardize 
its defense and security relationships with 
Australia or the US.

There can be no denying the quality and 
effectiveness of China’s public security 
apparatus. It is natural for some countries 
to seek to learn from China’s ways to main-
tain public security. It is also natural for 
China to offer to share its expertise in po-
lice training and its experience in ways to 
maintain sound public security with other 
countries.

As a spokesman for China’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said at a regular news briefing in 
Beijing on Monday, Papua New Guinea is 
a good friend and partner of China, and 
both sides have cooperated in various 
fields, including police cooperation, for a 
long time.

China is not concerned about how 
Washington and Canberra view its coo-
peration with Pacific island countries, as 
no matter what they may claim to the con-
trary, such cooperation is on an equal and 
fair basis and does not infringe on the inte-
rests of either the US or Australia.

China will continue to work with Papua 
New Guinea and other Pacific island coun-
tries to promote cooperation in related 
fields and advance common development.
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This aerial still image from video provided by KTLA shows law enforcement vehicles where several people 
were found shot to death in El Mirage, California


