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Afghanistan The Taliban 
carried out a double public 
execution at a stadium in 
southeastern Afghanistan 
yesterday as thousands 
watched the killing of two 
convicted men as their 
victims’ relatives fired the 
gunshot. The Taliban’s 
Supreme Court had 
ruled that the pair were 
responsible for the stabbing 
deaths of two victims in 
separate attacks, according 
to a court statement.

Pakistan’s media regulators 
have blocked the social 
media platform X, formerly 
Twitter, with users across 
the country yesterday 
enduring the sixth day of 
sweeping disruptions, partial 
and complete shutdowns. 
There was no comment on 
the outage by the Pakistan 
Telecommunication 
Authority and government 
officials have not responded 
to repeated queries from 
The Associated Press for 
comment.

Iran An Israeli sabotage 
attack on an Iranian 
natural gas pipeline last 
week caused multiple 
explosions on the line, 
Iran’s oil minister alleged 
yesterday [Macau time], 
further raising tensions 
between the regional 
archenemies against the 
backdrop of Israel’s war on 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 
The accusations by Iran’s Oil 
Minister Javad Owji come as 
Israel has been blamed for a 
series of attacks targeting 
Tehran’s nuclear program.

Gulf of Aden A suspected 
missile attack by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels set a ship 
ablaze in the Gulf of Aden 
as Israel intercepted what 
appeared to be another 
Houthi attack near the port 
city of Eilat, authorities 
said. The attacks come as 
the rebels escalate their 
assaults over Israel’s war 
against Hamas. The attack 
yesterday in the Gulf of 
Aden saw two missiles fired, 
the British military’s United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations center said.
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MEDIA

Wealthier, urban Americans have access 
to more local news – while half of US 
counties have only one outlet
SARAH STONBELY 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

IS local news readily available 
in your town? Do reporters still 

cover your school board and other 
municipal meetings?

If you answered yes, you are 
likely wealthier than the average 
American, and you live in or near 
a metro area.

The State of Local News Project 
at Northwestern University docu-
ments the changing local news 
landscape across the country. Our 
latest report shows that where you 
live and how much money you 
make affect whether you live in a 
news desert or a news oasis. This 
divide is related to other factors 
affecting the health of our demo-
cracy, as analysis of our data by 
the nonprofit Rebuild Local News 
showed.

For more than a decade, I have 
worked in organizations that stu-
dy and support local journalism, 
and I’m intimately familiar with 
both the challenges and the so-
lutions for the local journalism 
landscape.

INEQUITY IN LOCAL NEWS
One of the most vexing pro-

blems, as our report shows, is the 
persistence of inequity between 
communities that are local jour-
nalism haves and have-nots.

The have-nots are news deser-
ts with few, if any, journalists to 
do the daily newsgathering and 
reporting that people require to 
participate meaningfully in their 
local communities and democra-
tic institutions.

The main challenge for news 
outlets in have-not communities 
is the migration of advertising 
money from the printed page – 
where it made up roughly 80% of 
news organizations’ income – to 
the screen, where it now makes up 
less than 20%. This decline in ad 
revenue, a trend for the last deca-
de-plus, has forced many outlets 
to rely on audience funding, phi-
lanthropy, cost-cutting or some 
combination of the three.

In communities with little dis-
posable income to put toward 
news subscriptions or donations 
and no local philanthropies, cost-

-cutting becomes the only option. 
This creates a self-reinforcing spi-
ral of lower quality and declining 
readership and, ultimately, closu-
re.

In 2023, the country lost more 
than 130 print newspapers, whi-
ch continue to be the newsrooms 
most likely to produce original 
local content that other outlets 
circulate.

Since 2005, the U.S. has lost al-
most 2,900 papers.

New digital outlets are not 
being created fast enough to fill 
that huge void. The number of 
digital outlets has held steady at 
roughly 550 in recent years, with 
about 20 new outlets opening 
each year – and roughly the same 
number closing.

All told, 1,558 of the nation’s 
3,143 counties have only one 
news outlet, while 203 are news 
deserts with zero, meaning there 
are likely thousands of communi-
ties that simply do not have access 
to local news.

For example, both Texas and 
Tennessee had four counties lose 
their only remaining newspaper 
last year. All eight papers were in-
dependently owned.

WHAT IT TAKES TO THRIVE
Wealthier communities do be-

tter sustaining local news organi-
zations.

Our data shows that counties 
with an average household inco-
me over US$80,000 can support 
a robust local journalism ecosys-
tem – meaning 10 or more outle-
ts. Those with an average hou-
sehold income of $54,000 or less 
are more likely to be news deserts. 
By the same token, the percenta-
ge of the population below the 
poverty line in news deserts ave-
rages more than 16%, versus 12% 
in counties with robust markets. 
This finding aligns with other 
research, including a previous 
study I did of local news in New 
Jersey.

In addition to household inco-
me, population density correlates 
to the number of outlets serving 
a local community. In our data, 
counties with 10 or more outle-
ts are overwhelmingly urban or 
dense suburbia, while news de-
serts are usually rural – though 
news deserts also occur in low-
-income pockets of metro areas. 
Densely populated communities 
tend to include higher-income 
households and have network ef-
fects that come from the ability of 
businesses to reach a larger num-
ber of people in a relatively small 
footprint.

This phenomenon leads to the 
third factor related to number 
of outlets in a county: gross do-
mestic product per capita. In any 

town, city or country, the GDP 
represents the amount of money 
netted from sales of services and 
merchandise, divided by popu-
lation. For the news oases in our 
study, the average GDP per capita 
is $75,140. For the news deserts, it 
is just $8,964. This difference re-
flects the retail and services base, 
and the number of businesses 
that could buy advertising in their 
local news outlet, or create jobs 
that would allow residents to do-
nate to one.

An example that highlights the 
importance of this factor is the 
newspaper Moab Sun News, whi-
ch is thriving in the rural rocky 
highlands of Utah, thanks in part 
to a robust tourism industry and 
retail base. Though it serves a re-
latively small permanent popula-
tion of 5,321, the Moab Sun News 
has built a sustainable business 
model through strong advertising 
revenue, a user-friendly website 
that welcomes subscriptions and 
donations, and creative collabo-
rations with other community 
organizations in town.

The final factor that contribu-
tes to a community being a jour-
nalism have or have-not is access 
to high-quality broadband. Emer-
ging metrics show that this near-
-necessity of contemporary life is 
not yet reliably available to rural 
Americans.

WHAT’S WORKING
Despite these seemingly intrac-

table problems, solutions to local 
journalism inequality are beco-
ming clearer.

One is collaboration. For exam-
ple, in Colorado, the national 
nonprofit news outlet The Daily 
Yonder has hired a reporter based 
in a rural community to write sto-
ries about life there and share them 
out with both local and national 
organizations.

Another is philanthropy. The 
new Press Forward initiative has 
begun local chapters across the 
country, with at least one planning 
to serve rural communities. Orga-
nizations like the National Trust 
for Local News have been buying 
outlets that would likely otherwise 
be sold to hedge funds, and turning 
them into nonprofits that will con-
tinue to serve their communities.

Public policy should also play 
a role. At the state level, policies 
to support local news have seen 
success in New Jersey, California 
and elsewhere, and more bills are 
working their way through sta-
te legislatures. People seem to be 
realizing that having quality lo-
cal news is just as vital as having 
public education and access to 
health care. With any luck, every 
community will have the oppor-
tunity to be a journalism “have.”  
MDT/THE CONVERSATION



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 23.02.2024

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

RENATO MARQUES

CUSTOMS authorities 
intercepted a Macau 

resident trying to smu-
ggle some 370kg of live 
lobsters into mainland 
China, the Customs Ser-
vice (SA) has reported.

The resident, a 
29-year-old man, was 
intercepted at the Ma-
cau Port Area at Hengqin 
Port, driving a double-
-plated vehicle.

According to the SA, 
the incident occurred 
Tuesday evening (Feb. 
20) after the police spot-
ted the vehicle transpor-
ting something “covered” 
in its front passenger 
seat. The vehicle was also 
visibly loaded in its rear 
cargo area, as well as in 
its rear seats. 

Further inspection 
of the whole vehicle, 
using special X-ray car-
go equipment, showed 
that there were a lot of 
suspicious items hidden 
in the trunk, as well as in 

THE collapse of a section 
of the Lixinsha Bridge in 

Nansha, Guangzhou, after the 
bridge was hit by a cargo ship, 
has killed at least five people 
and injured a few more.

According to several media 
reports, the incident occurred 
at about 5:30 a.m. yesterday 
when a cargo ship, sailing un-
der the bridge, struck one of 
its pillars. 

Consequently, one of the 
sections of the bridge deck 
fell, sending at least five 
vehicles crossing the bridge 
plummeting, either into the 
water or onto the ship’s deck. 

Sources at the site clai-
med two vehicles fell directly 
into the water while the other 
three fell onto the ship.

One of those vehicles was 
a bus but, according to offi-

several compartments of 
the vehicle.

After a thorough sear-
ch, the inspectors seized 
386 live lobsters, with 
the entire contraband 
weighing approximately 
370kg.

The SA also reported 
that the same offending 
resident was last year 

cial sources, it was traveling 
without passengers and only 
with the driver. That driver 
has been confirmed as one of 
the deceased. 

Information from the 
Guangzhou Maritime De-
partment, cited by official 
media, updated the death 
toll to five later in the evening 
after the finding of three bo-
dies. These people had ini-
tially been classified as disa-
ppeared.

The same sources also sta-
ted Chinese authorities had 
detained the ship’s captain 
for questioning.

A crew member from the 
ship was also reportedly in-
jured in the incident. At the 
time of printing, it has been 
impossible to confirm his 
physical condition. RM

involved in a different 
criminal case of “illegal 
sailing activities.” The 
offender, who had com-
mitted this act near the 
border post, was at the 
time suspected of trying 
to enter the mainland 
illegally by boat.

This is at least the 
fourth time this mon-

th that authorities have 
foiled attempts to smu-
ggle live lobsters into 
the mainland via several 
border posts, including 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macao Bridge and the 
Border Gate.

Just a week ago, au-
thorities intercepted 
another resident trans-
porting over 80kg of live 
lobsters. 

About two weeks ago, 
a third resident was in-
tercepted at an industrial 
building in the Northern 
District trying to smu-
ggle 110kg of the same 
product.

A late January re-
port noted the seizure 
of 150kg of live lobsters 
from the back seat and 
trunk of a cross-border 
vehicle.

According to a refe-
rence made by the au-
thorities in one of the ca-
ses, the total value of live 
lobster product seized in 
the last month amounts 
to about 350,000 patacas.

CRIME 

Macau resident caught smuggling 
370kg of live lobsters to mainland

GBA
Nansha Bridge collapse 
kills at least five

HERITAGE 

Archeological materials found at Patio 
do Amparo not from Qing Dynasty
RENATO MARQUES

A 
Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) study on archeo-
logical materials found 
at a land plot at Patio 

do Amparo, in the surroundings 
of the Ruins of St Paul’s, are un-
related to what was initially sus-
pected to be the main structure 
of an ancient Chinese imperial 
customs house dating to the Qing 
Dynasty.

The conclusions of the study 
were presented earlier this week 
at the plenary meeting of the Cul-
tural Heritage Council.

The IC said the ancient buil-
ding, known as Kwan Pou Hang 
Toi, should have been in that 
area, according to old records.

But after in-depth analysis, 
including the excavation and re-
search of materials and structures 
found at the site, it was concluded 
the structures at Zones 5 and 7 of 
the Patio do Amparo were, most 
probably, related to a residence 
for officials’ families. 

This was part of a later ex-

tension to the imperial customs 
house, located behind the main 
building. It was this building over 
which the IC formed a particular 

interest.
According to the president of 

the IC, Deland Leong, only por-
celain and objects of personal use 

dating from different times were 
found at the site. 

While these items hold no 
“special value,” she said they 

would still be sent to local mu-
seums for exhibition.

The IC also said that after the 
conclusion of work at the site, the 
land will be returned to its owner.

The land has been in the pos-
session of the IC since April 2021 
when, at a meeting of the Urban 
Planning Committee (CPU), the 
IC called for the suspension of the 
issuance of an urban conditions 
plan for the plot in question. 

The bureau suspected then 
that this site could be home to 
valuable remains of an ancient 
structure.

This theory was first aired by 
a member of the CPU, architect 
André Lui, who presented a map 
dated circa 1838 indicating that 
the ancient building, Kwan Pou 
Hang Toi, had occupied at least 
part of the land.

Leong also said that after 1849, 
the date when the imperial cus-
toms house should have closed, 
the land plot’s purpose was alte-
red several times and it has since 
been used for different purposes 
up to the present day.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
23.02.2024 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

 ad

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S

Praia Grande to 
see new building with 
apartments, shops

The Praia Grande Bay Urbanization Plan 
will see a new building with apartments, 
shops and parking areas. Situated in Lot 7 of 
Zone C, near the Legislative Assembly, the 
building will have 13 floors, with an expected 
345 apartments. The property will have a 
maximum height of 46.7 meters. Work will 
conclude by Aug. 21, 2016, as stated in a 
Hoje Macau report, which cites a statement 
to the Hong Kong Stock Exchange by the 
company China Star Entertainment. The 
group is owned by businessman and film 
director Charles Heung.

126 suspected illegal 
workers found last month

The Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
and the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
apprehended 126 people in January on 
suspicion of working illegally in Macau. the 
finding comes after the two departments 
conducted cooperative operations against 
illegal workers, inspecting 401 different 
locations. These included construction 
sites, private buildings and commercial and 
industrial establishments. In December 
2023, the DSAL and PSP conducted 175 
inspections, leading to the discovery of 64 
people suspected of being illegal workers. 
Recently, the PSP noted that the significant 
growth in the number of suspected cases of 
illegal work is mostly due to a sudden surge in 
the demand for labor to perform services in 
the food and beverage industry. 

CRIME 

PSP fines 300 jaywalkers 
at Rua do Campo 
intersection in January 
RENATO MARQUES

THE Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP) has said 

it issued fines to almost 300 
jaywalkers last month near 
the intersection between Rua 
do Campo and the Rua de 
Ferreira do Amaral in Central 
Macau.

The location is currently 
considered one of Macau’s 
jaywalking “black spots,” and 
has been a high incident lo-
cation for traffic accidents as 
a consequence of jaywalking.

The PSP figure was raised 
at the latest Traffic Advisory 
Committee meeting, as the 
topic of the jaywalking at this 
particular location was one of 
the main discussion points of 
the meeting’s agenda.

The PSP figure is likely to in-
crease considerably as, during 
the Spring Festival holidays, 
the Times saw the PSP inter-

cepting and fining jaywalkers 
at this spot daily.

The same force noted that 
34 traffic accidents were recor-
ded last year at the same road 
section, and that another four 
have already been noted in Ja-
nuary this year.

The area – although it has, 
for many years, enjoyed a pe-
destrian flyover that was only 
recently renovated to include 
lifts on both sides – is con-
tinuosly misused by pedes-
trians, namely those who want 
to make use of the loading and 
unloading area on its corner to 
hail a taxi.

Tourists are often seen not 
using the flyover while cros-
sing this street. These tourists 
largely cross in groups. As the 
road section has a blind turn, 
the incoming drivers from 
the Rua de Ferreira do Amaral 
cannot see jaywalkers while 
they cross the street.

Members of the same com-
mittee raised the possibility 
of adding traffic lights and 
warning signs in the area, 

or enforcing other methods, 
to prevent pedestrians from 
crossing the street in an unsa-
fe manner.
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Visitor expenditures surpass 2019 levels
LYNZY VALLES

T
OTAL visitor spending, 
excluding gaming expen-
ses, surged to MOP71.25 
billion in 2023, sur-

passing pre-pandemic levels by 
11.2%.

Data from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC) shows the 
record-breaking figure also repre-
sents an increase of 292.2% year-
-on-year, attributable to a subs-
tantial 394.9% rise in the number 
of visitor arrivals, albeit from a low 
base as borders only reopened in 
January 2023.

Total spending of overnight 
visitors (MOP60.18 billion) and 
same-day visitors (MOP11.07 
billion) soared by 303.5% and 
240.6% year-on-year, respectively.

Per-capita visitor spending was 
MOP2,525 in 2023, up 55.3% com-
pared to 2019. 

Yet, the figure showed a year-
-on-year decrease of 20.8%, which 
was due to a relatively high base of 
comparison in 2022 that resulted 
from mainland visitors shopping 
in Macau during the quarantine-
-free travel arrangements between 
Macau and mainland China, as 

well as their demand for mid-to-
-high-end consumer products. 

Meanwhile, the per-capita 
spending of overnight visitors 
(MOP4,230) and same-day visitors 
(MOP791) fell by 29.6% and 21.7% 
year-on-year, respectively, in 2023.

Per-capita visitor spending on 
shopping (MOP1,219) and food 
& beverages (MOP478) dropped 
42.3% and 2.1% year-on-year, res-

pectively, whereas spending on 
accommodation (MOP647) and 
transport (MOP101) grew 50.9% 
and 36.6%, respectively.

Per-capita spending of visitors 
from mainland China (MOP3,055), 
Hong Kong (MOP1,160) and 
Taiwan (MOP2,141) showed grow-
th of 66.6%, 21.6% and 55.5%, res-
pectively, as against 2019. 

In addition, per-capita spen-

ding of visitors from the Repu-
blic of Korea (MOP3,634), Thai-
land (MOP3,363), Singapore 
(MOP2,658), Malaysia (MOP2,343) 
and Japan (MOP2,123) recorded 
varying increases compared to 
2019. 

The 2023 year closed with a 
new record for single-day visitor 
numbers, with 175,030 visitors en-
tering Macau on Dec. 31.

The is the highest number of 
entries in a day since the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Contributing to the year-end 
total, this figure resulted in the 
2023 year closing with a provisio-
nal total of 28.23 million visitors, 
signifying a 71.6% recovery when 
compared to the 2019 year-end 
tally of 39.41 million visitors.

The 2023 overall count avera-
ges around 77,000 visits per day, 
setting a new reference baseline 
for local tourism operators and 
policymakers for the current year.

The tourism industry showed 
good recovery and growth pros-
pects, proving the Macau’s attrac-
tiveness as a global tourism and 
leisure center while showcasing 
visitors’ confidence in the region.

Just recently, Alipay operator 
Ant Group said in a statement that 
transactions of overseas Chinese 
tourists from Feb. 9 to Feb 12 were 
7% higher than for the same holi-
day period in 2019.

Data from the group shows 
the number of outbound spen-
ding transactions by Alipay users 
during the 2024 Spring Festival 
was already 107% of the level in 
the same period in 2019. 
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TAIPA Village has wel-
comed a record num-

ber of visitors over the Lu-
nar New Year period, dri-
ven in part by government 
measures that included 
implementing a nine-day 
pedestrian zone in the 
area.

In a statement, Taipa 
Village Destination Limi-
ted, which has been pio-
neering the regeneration 
of the area for two decades, 
said that during the Lunar 
New Year holiday the ave-
rage daily visitation to Tai-
pa Village was estimated 
at more than 50,000 indi-
viduals – a figure almost 
double pre-pandemic le-
vels, and one that outper-
forms Macau’s overall visi-
tor growth. 

However, the group, so 
that authorities can im-
prove traffic safety for both 
residents and tourists, cal-
led for the pedestrian zone 
to become a permanent 
feature. 

A total of 36% of inter-
viewed restaurants 

and similar establishments 
are expecting their receip-
ts to decrease month-on-
-month, according to data 
from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC). 
In contrast, about 22% of 
the interviewed establish-
ments predicted that their 
receipts would increase 
month-on-month in Ja-
nuary. 

DSEC data indicated 
that business climate im-
proved markedly in 2023 
compared to 2022, with 
receipts of the interviewed 
restaurants and similar 
establishments and retai-
lers showing year-on-year 
increases in each month 
throughout the year. Both 
industries saw compa-
ratively large growth in 
receipts in June and July, 
which was attributed to a 
low base of comparison in 
2022.

Despite robust econo-
mic growth and recove-

With visitation levels to 
Taipa Village at all-time hi-
ghs and likely to grow, even 
outside of holiday periods, 
“the area’s main traffic ar-
tery, Rua Correia da Silva, 
is no longer suitable for 
operating as a traffic route, 
due to its dangerous nar-
rowness and pavements 
that are unable to accom-
modate the increasingly-

ring consumer spending, 
restaurants and retailers 
in non-tourist areas are far 
from full recovery.

Lawmaker and busi-
nessman Chan Chak Mo 
recently said that govern-
ment must still determine 
how to best help restau-
rants in districts less fre-
quently visited by tourists.

Meanwhile, with res-
pect to retail trade, 35% of 
interviewed retailers ex-
pect a month-on-month 

-heavy footfall in the area,” 
the group said.

As footfall in the area 
is destined to keep rising, 
the group has called on 
authorities to “implement 
permanent pedestrian 
measures in the area, as so 
many other heritage-ins-
pired locations across the 
world have done to great 
effect.” LV

sales decline in January, 
with over half of the Mo-
tor Vehicle Retailers (64%) 
and Cosmetics & Sanitary 
Articles Retailers (55%) 
forecasting a decrease in 
sales. By contrast, around 
30% of the interviewed re-
tailers anticipated a mon-
th-on-month sales increa-
se in January. The corres-
ponding proportions for 
supermarkets and leather 
goods retailers were 44% 
and 40% respectively. LV

TOURISM

Calls for permanent pedestrian 
zone in Taipa Village

36% F&B retailers expect 
decrease in revenues despite 
economic rebound

PROPERTY

Chambers warn of grim 
post-pandemic property market
LYNZY VALLES

REAL estate associations have 
continued to stress that the 

property market in the SAR has 
not improved, even after the pan-
demic, amid robust growth in the 
city’s tourism and gaming market. 

Last year, the transaction volu-
me dropped another 3%, compa-
red to 2022.

For the Macao General As-
sociation of Real Estate, led by 
president Chong Sio Kin, the real 
estate market situation is grim. 
The association noted the biggest 
obstacle at present are stamp duty 
restrictions.

Late last year, the government 
announced its decision to par-
tially lift from Jan. 1 this year the 
then-enacted cooldown mea-
sures, such as the 5% additional 
stamp duty on the purchase of 
second residential properties. The 
government has also unified the 
cap of the 70% loan-to-value ratio 
for residential properties.

However, at the same time, 
the cancelation of the mortgage 
scheme for first-time young ho-
mebuyers has put pressure on 
residential units with transaction 

prices of MOP8 million or below, 
as the reduced loan-to-value ratio 
has affected their affordability.

Earlier this week, the Real Es-
tate Joint Chamber of Commerce 
called on the government to stu-
dy the opening of residency for 
investment and property purcha-
ses, and to introduce investors to 
revitalize the real estate market.

Echoing similar sentiments, 
Chong said Macau could follow 

Hong Kong’s scheme of giving 
residency to people who invest 
HKD30 million into the city as it 
steps up efforts to revive its status 
as a financial center and bolster 
revenue.

The move is expected to bring 
in HKD120 billion for Hong Kong 
annually.

“If the government does not 
open up to ‘investment immigra-
tion’, it will not be able to make the 

market [better],” he said. 
However, he also said there 

are still concerns about such an 
investment scheme, as residents 
may feel that if more people ob-
tain a resident identity card then 
more people will enjoy the be-
nefits of Macau and increase the 
financial burden upon the gover-
nment.

But he stressed the govern-
ment can set restrictions for futu-

re investment immigrants, inclu-
ding the need to pay taxes, and 
that only up to a certain level can 
certain benefits be enjoyed.  

Meanwhile, Peter Lok from the 
Macau Real Estate Development 
Association has also agreed that 
the industry is very pessimistic 
about the property market this 
year.

The association has recom-
mended the government fully 
ease measures for housing, calling 
the property cooling measures 
“out of step” amidst an ongoing 
shift in attitudes.

Lok agreed that currently only 
the “investment immigration” po-
licy can attract talent and money. 

According to the current envi-
ronment, even if the government 
launches another land auction, 
there will be no bidders. If the 
government does not adopt im-
provement policies, it is expected 
that the price per square foot of 
the property market will continue 
to fall. 

Realtor JLL earlier noted that 
it does not foresee a strong in-
clination towards a boost in the 
market, even if the government 
lifts all its cooldown measures. 

Therefore, the group further 
suggested relaxing investment 
thresholds for Macau’s property 
market in the surrounding areas, 
so as to stabilize the healthy deve-
lopment of that market and pro-
mote integration with the Greater 
Bay Area development pattern.
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Macau’s first Japanese art 
extravaganza in 2024, the 
“Japanese Contemporary Art 
Exhibition,” is on display at 
Sands Gallery until March 30. 
The exhibition features over 
90 artworks by six contempo-
rary Japanese artists.

The exhibition is being pre-

Japanese contemporary art 
exhibition opens at Sands Gallery

MGM brings first ‘Together with 
Ekin Cheng’ music show of 2024

The “Japanese Contempo-
rary Art Exhibition” showcases 
six of gallery UG’s exclusive 
artists, themselves some 
of the finest in Japanese 
contemporary art: Kunihiko 
Nohara, Takaoki Tajima, Hi-
roya Yoshikawa, Nami Okada, 
Keitoku Toizumi and Ryosuke 
Kawahira.

“This new exhibition is part of 
Sands China’s ongoing com-
mitment to the diversification 
of art and culture in Macau, 
and provides a platform for 
promoting extensive exchan-
ge and cooperation among 
local and international art ta-
lent as we help strengthen 
Macau’s international image 
of multiculturism and inclusi-
veness,” said Wilfred Wong, 
executive vice-chairman of 
Sands China Ltd. 

Adding to a celebratory Eas-
ter weekend, MGM will team 
up with Ekin Cheng, the mul-
ti-talented star of film, televi-
sion and music, to exclusively 
present  the “Together with 
Ekin Cheng” Music Show at 
MGM for one night.

On March 30, the event 
will mark Ekin Cheng’s first 
concert of 2024 at the MGM 
Theater.

Ekin Cheng has achieved 
remarkable success in the 
music industry. His iconic 
songs include “Young & Dan-
gerous,” “Why you, not me?,” 
“The Storm Riders,” and “The 
Legend of Speed.” These 
songs have not only been 
widely loved by fans and lis-
teners but have also become 
collectively nostalgic for a 
generation.  

sented as part of the 2024 
Macau Japan Spring Festival.

The Macau exhibition fea-
tures a two-month-long, 
multi-event festival, punc-
tuated by performances, 
culinary experiences and art 
immersions at Sands China 
properties.

MARKETS

Japan’s Nikkei stock index breaks its 
1989 record, surges to an all-time high
JAPAN’S benchmark Nikkei 

225 index surged yesterday 
past the record it set in 1989 
before its financial bubble 

burst, ushering in an era of falte-
ring growth.

The index closed yesterday at 
39,098.68, up 2.2%. It had been 
hovering for weeks near 34-year 
highs. Its previous record was 
38,915.87, set on Dec. 29, 1989.

That was more than a genera-
tion ago at the height of Japan’s 
post-war boom.

After the peak, as banks wrote 
off some 100 trillion yen in bad 
debts, shares meandered well be-
low the record for many years — 
dipping below 8,200 in 2011 after 
the triple disasters of a massive 
earthquake and tsunamis and 
meltdowns at the Fukushima Dai-
-Ichi nuclear power plant in nor-
theastern Japan.

But the market has logged 
sharp gains in recent months, 
helped by strong interest from 
foreign investors who account for 
the majority of trading volume on 
the Tokyo exchange.

Unlike in the United States, 
where shares have been topping 
records on hopes the Federal Re-
serve will begin cutting high inte-
rest rates once it decides inflation 
is truly under control, in Japan the 
benchmark rate has remained at 
minus 0.1% for over a decade.

News that the economy sli-
pped into recession in late 2023 
has raised hopes that the Bank of 
Japan will stick to the easy money 
policies it has been using to try to 
spur inflation and push growth 
higher.

Plenty of the money the central 

bank has pumped into the eco-
nomy has found its way into the 
stock market. And many global 
investors have been shifting their 
portfolios away from China as its 
economy slows and tensions flare 
between Washington and Beijing.

Share prices in Tokyo have ri-
sen 15% in the past three months 
and about 44% in the past year. In 
Shanghai, prices have fallen more 
than 11% from a year ago, while 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index is 
down about 22%.

Record gains in corporate ear-
nings for Japanese companies 
and improved corporate gover-
nance have enhanced the appeal 
of shares in Japanese companies, 
analysts say.

“As Japanese companies show 

signs of change I think investors 
are taking a closer look,” Hiromi 
Yamaji, group CEO of the Japan 
Exchange Group, said in an online 
briefing Wednesday sponsored by 
The Financial Times.

He noted that while many older 
Japanese are reluctant to invest in 
shares after the trauma of losing 
their savings when the bubble 
burst in the early 1990s, younger 
investors are less wary.

“The generation is changing,” 
Yamaji said.

A change to the Nippon Indivi-
dual Savings Account program — 
accounts that offer tax-free gains 
— that took effect in January also 
has lured investors eager to tap hi-
gher returns into shares, although 
analysts say much of that money 

has gone into foreign markets.
Still, even a sliver of the 1.05 

quadrillion yen (nearly $7 trillion) 
in savings held by Japanese fami-
lies has a big impact.

Also, the Government Pension 
Investment Fund, one of the wor-
ld’s biggest institutional investors, 
has been ramping up its invest-
ments in stocks, helping to push 
prices higher.

Foreign investors, who account 
for more than two-thirds of tra-
ding activity in Japan, have plun-
ged in, seeking bargains to be had 
given the yen’s weakness against 
the U.S. dollar, which is trading 
at about 150 yen compared with 
about 140 yen a year ago.

In January, international in-
vestors bought 125.2 trillion yen 

of Japanese stocks, double a year 
earlier, according to the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange. As is true in the 
United States, some of the biggest 
winners have been technology 
companies like Renesas, SoftBank 
and Tokyo Electron.

So far, experts say Japan’s sha-
res are not overpriced.

The price-to-earnings ratio 
for the Tokyo market is about 16, 
compared with 23 for the S&P 
500, 24 for India’s Sensex, and 8 
for Shanghai. In 2023, investors 
in Tokyo shares earned a return of 
more than 28%, according to the 
Nikkei’s website.

Meanwhile, another enti-
rely different scenario has been 
playing out in China, where the 
markets have never fully reco-
vered from a meltdown in 2015 
that wiped out trillions in value. 
The Shanghai Composite index 
is down nearly 10% from a year 
earlier and almost 5% from three 
months ago.

The smaller market in Shen-
zhen has fallen by about 25% 
in the past year, while on Hong 
Kong’s exchange, the world’s fifth 
largest, the Hang Seng index is 
down about 20%.

Markets in both Hong Kong 
and the Chinese mainland have 
been chilled by the tensions be-
tween Beijing and Washington 
that oblige companies to think 
ever more carefully about where 
to invest.

Recent comments by former 
President Donald Trump about 
raising tariffs on imports if Chine-
se products to 60% or even higher 
also have rattled Chinese marke-
ts, adding to the gloom. MDT/AP
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Beijing plans to send San Diego Zoo more 
pandas, reintroducing ‘panda diplomacy’
JULIE WATSON, SAN DIEGO

CHINA plans to send a new 
pair of giant pandas to the San 

Diego Zoo, renewing its longstan-
ding gesture of friendship toward 
the United States after a recalling 
nearly all the iconic bears on loan 
to U.S. zoos as relations soured 
between the two nations.

The China Wildlife Conserva-
tion Association recently signed 
cooperation agreements with 
zoos in San Diego and Madrid, 
the Spanish capital, and is in talks 
with zoos Washington, D.C. and 
Vienna, China’s government-run 
Xinhua News Agency said yester-
day, describing the deals as a new 
round of collaboration on panda 
conservation.

San Diego Zoo officials told The 
Associated Press that if all permi-
ts and other requirements are 
approved, two bears, a male and 
a female, are expected to arrive as 
early as the end of summer, about 
five years after the zoo sent its last 
pandas back to China.

“We’re very excited and hope-
ful,” said Megan Owen of the San 
Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance and 
vice president of Wildlife Con-
servation Science. “They’ve ex-
pressed a tremendous amount of 
enthusiasm to re-initiate panda 
cooperation starting with the San 
Diego Zoo.”

Zoos typically pay a fee of $1 
million a year for two pandas, with 
the money earmarked for China’s 
conservation efforts, according to 
a 2022 report by America’s Con-
gressional Research Service.

In November, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping raised hopes his 
country would start sending pan-
das to the U.S. again after he and 
President Joe Biden convened in 
Northern California for their first 
face-to-face meeting in a year and 
pledged to try to reduce tensions.

China is considering a pair that 
includes a female descendent of 
Bai Yun and Gao Gao, two of the 
zoo’s former residents, said Owen, 
an expert in panda behavior who 
has worked in San Diego and Chi-
na.

Bai Yun, who was born in cap-
tivity in China, lived at the zoo for 
more than 20 years and gave birth 
to six cubs there. She and her son 
were the zoo’s last pandas and re-
turned to China in 2019.

Gao Gao was born in the wild 
in China and lived at the San Die-
go Zoo from 2003 to 2018 before 
being sent back.

Decades of conservation effor-
ts in the wild and study in capti-
vity saved the giant panda species 
from extinction, increasing its po-
pulation from fewer than 1,000 at 
one time to more than 1,800 in the 
wild and captivity.

The black-and-white bears 
have long been the symbol of 
the U.S.-China friendship since 
Beijing gifted a pair of pandas to 
the National Zoo in Washington, 
D.C., in 1972, ahead of the nor-
malization of bilateral relations. 
China later loaned pandas to zoos 
to help breed cubs and boost the 
population.

The U.S., Spain and Austria 
were the first countries to work 
with China on panda conser-
vation, and 28 pandas 
have been born in those 
countries, the Xinhua re-
port said. The latest col-
laboration will include 
research on disease pre-
vention and habitat pro-
tection, and contribute 
to China’s national panda 
park construction, it said.

“We look forward to 
further expanding the 
research outcomes on 
the conservation of endangered 
species such as giant pandas, and 
promoting mutual understan-
ding and friendship among peo-
ples through the new round of in-
ternational cooperation,” Chine-
se Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning said in Beijing.

Demands for the return of 
giant pandas, known as China’s 
“national treasure,” grew among 

the Chinese public as unproven 
allegations that U.S. zoos mis-
treated the pandas flooded Chi-
nese social media.

Fears over the future of so-cal-
led panda diplomacy escalated 
last year when zoos in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Washington, D.C., 
returned their pandas to China, 
leaving only four pandas in the 
United States, all at the zoo in 
Atlanta. That loan agreement ex-
pires later this year.

Many loan agreements were 
for 10 years and often were exten-
ded well beyond. But negotiations 
last year to extend the agreemen-
ts with U.S. zoos or send more 
pandas did not produce results. 
China watchers speculated that 
Beijing was “gradually pulling 
its pandas from Western nations 
due to deteriorating diplomatic 
relations” with the U.S. and other 

countries.
Then on Nov. 15, 2023, a week 

after the National Zoo’s pandas 
departed for China, Xi spoke at a 
dinner in downtown San Francis-
co with American business exe-
cutives and signaled that more 
pandas might be sent. He said he 
learned the San Diego Zoo and 
people in California “very much 
look forward to welcoming pan-
das back.”

“I was told that many Ameri-
can people, especially 
children, were really re-
luctant to say goodbye to 
the pandas and went to 
the zoo to see them off,” 
Xi said.

The San Diego Zoo 
continued to work with 
their Chinese counter-
parts even after it no lon-
ger had any pandas.

Owen said China is 
particularly interested in 

exchanging information on the 
zoo’s successful breeding of pan-
das in captivity. Giant pandas are 
difficult to breed in part because 
the female’s reproductive window 
is extremely narrow, lasting only 
48 to 72 hours each year.

Bai Yun’s first cub, Hua Mei, 
was also the first panda born 
through artificial insemination to 
survive into adulthood outside of 

China, and would go on to pro-
duce 12 cubs on her own after she 
was sent to China.

Bai Yun, meanwhile, remained 
at the zoo where she gave birth 
to two more females and three 
males. With cameras in her den, 
researchers monitored her, con-
tributing to the understanding 
of maternal care behavior, Owen 
said.

“We have a lot of institutional 
knowledge and capacity from 
our last cooperative agreement, 
which we will be able to parlay 
into this next chapter, as well 
as training the next generation 
of panda conservationists,” she 
said.

Chinese experts would travel 
with the bears and spend months 
in San Diego, Owen said.

She said the return of the bears 
is not only good for San Diego but 
the giant panda’s recovery as a 
species.

“We do talk about panda di-
plomacy all the time,” Owen 
said. “Diplomacy is a critical part 
of conservation in any number 
of contexts. .... If we can’t learn 
to work together, you know, in 
sometimes difficult situations 
or situations that are completely 
out of the control of conserva-
tionists, then we’re not going to 
succeed.” MDT/AP

Zoos typically pay 
a fee of $1 million a 

year for two pandas, 
with the money 

earmarked for China’s 
conservation efforts
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US Congress members praise Taiwan in a 
visit that’s certain to draw China’s scrutiny

TECH

Chinese police probe unauthorized and 
highly unusual online dump of documents

CHINESE police are 
investigating an unau-

thorized and highly unu-
sual online dump of do-
cuments from a private 
security contractor linked 
to the nation’s top policing 
agency and other parts of 
its government — a trove 
that catalogs apparent ha-
cking activity and tools to 
spy on both Chinese and 
foreigners.

Among the apparent 
targets of tools provided 
by the impacted com-
pany, I-Soon: ethnicities 
and dissidents in parts of 

China that have seen sig-
nificant anti-government 
protests.

The dump of scores of 
documents late last week 
and subsequent investi-
gation were confirmed by 
two employees of I-Soon, 
known as Anxun in Man-
darin, which has ties to 
the powerful Ministry of 
Public Security. The dump, 
which analysts consider 
highly significant even if 
it does not reveal any es-
pecially novel or potent 
tools, includes hundreds 
of pages of contracts, 

marketing presentations, 
product manuals, and 
client and employee lists.

The documents show 
apparent I-Soon hacking 
of networks across Central 
and Southeast Asia, as well 
as Hong Kong and Taiwan.

The hacking tools are 
used by Chinese agents 
to unmask users of social 
media platforms outside 
China such as X, formerly 
known as Twitter, break 
into email and hide the 
online activity of overseas 
agents. Also described 
are devices disguised as 

power strips and batteries 
that can be used to com-
promise Wi-Fi networks.

I-Soon and Chinese po-
lice are investigating how 
the files were leaked, the 
two I-Soon employees told 
The Associated Press.

One of the employees 
said I-Soon held a meeting 
Wednesday about the leak 
and were told it wouldn’t 
affect business too much 
and to “continue working 
as normal.” The AP is not 
naming the employees 
— who did provide their 
surnames, per common 
Chinese practice — out of 
concern about possible re-
tribution.

The source of the leak 
is not known. The Chine-
se Foreign Ministry did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. 
MDT/AP

KEVIN FREKING & SIMINA 
MISTREANU, TAIPEI

A 
group of United Sta-
tes Congress members 
met with Taiwan’s lea-
der yesterday in a show 

of support that’s certain to draw 
scrutiny from China, which oppo-
ses such visits and sees them as a 
challenge to its sovereignty over 
the island.

A visit by then-House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan two years 
ago resulted in China dispatching 
warships and military aircraft to 
all sides of the self-governing is-
land democracy, and firing ballis-
tic missiles into the waters nearby.

In a meeting with Tsai Ing-
-wen, Rep. Mike Gallagher, the 
Republican chair of the House 
Select Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party, highlighted the 
bipartisan support for the U.S.-
-Taiwan partnership, which he 
described as “stronger and more 
rock-solid than ever now.”

The U.S., like most countries, 
doesn’t formally recognize Taiwan 
as a country but maintains robust 
informal relations with the island 
and is bound by its own laws to 
provide it with the weapons it 
needs to defend itself.

Gallagher thanked Tsai, who 
is nearing the end of her second 
and last term in office, for her 
leadership in Taiwan and for dis-
tinguishing herself “as a leader wi-
thin the free world.”

Tsai thanked the U.S. for conti-
nuing to help Taiwan strengthen 

its self-defense capabilities.
“Together we are safeguarding 

freedom and democracy and 
maintaining regional peace,” she 
said, adding that she hoped to see 
more exchanges between the U.S. 
and Taiwan in a range of domains.

The delegation, led by Galla-
gher, R-Wis., and Raja Krishna-
moorthi, D.-Ill., was expected to 
be in Taiwan for three days as part 
of a larger visit to the Indo-Pacific 
region. Other members include 
Reps. John Moolenaar, R-Mich.; 
Dusty Johnson, R-S.D.; and Seth 
Moulton, D-Mass.

Consisting of some of Con-
gress’ staunchest critics of China, 
the bipartisan delegation was to 
meet with other senior Taiwane-
se officials and members of civil 
society to discuss U.S.-Taiwan re-
lations, regional security and tra-
de, among other issues of mutual 
interest.

Krishnamoorthi said Taiwan is 
one of the United States’ “closest 
friends” and a role model for de-
mocracy, after Lai Ching-te emer-
ged victorious as Taiwan’s new 
leader and vowed to safeguard 
the island’s de facto independen-
ce from China and further align it 
with other democracies.

“It’s one of the most robust, 
most vibrant, one of the most ex-
citing democracies in the world,” 
Krishnamoorthi said. “And this 
year, when half of the world’s po-
pulation will be going to the polls 
to vote, you provided a role model 
for how elections should be con-
ducted, and for that we salute you 

on this peaceful transfer of power, 
and you are an exemplar of demo-
cracy.”

Krishnamoorthi is the House 
Select Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party’s ranking De-
mocrat. The committee was for-
med in 2023 and has held nume-
rous hearings focused on human 
rights, trade, cyber intrusions and 
other issues central to the rising 
tensions between the two super-
powers.

Earlier in February, the Com-

merce Department announced 
that for the first time in more 
than two decades, Mexico surpas-
sed China as the leading source 
of goods imported by the Uni-
ted States. In 2023, then-House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy hosted 
Taiwan’s leader in a rare high-level 
meeting on U.S. soil.

The shows of support for 
Taiwan reflect the growing willing-
ness by many in Congress to con-
front China on a range of issues as 
economic relations between the 

two nations deteriorate.
Taiwan was also part of the 

$95-billion aid package that pas-
sed the Senate on Feb. 13, but has 
stalled in the House. That packa-
ge, which focused on Ukraine 
and Israel, included $1.9 billion 
to replenish U.S. weapons pro-
vided to Taiwan. Another $3.3 
billion would go to build more 
U.S.-made submarines in su-
pport of a security partnership 
with Australia and the United 
Kingdom. MDT/AP

The interior of the I-Soon office, also known as Anxun in Mandarin, 
is seen after office hours in Chengdu

Chairman Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., heads the delegation visiting Taiwan
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Workers of Solar Square place a panel on the rooftop of a residence in Gurugram 
on the outskirts of New Delhi
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Delhi seeks to boost rooftop solar, 
especially for its remote areas

JAPAN

Feds accuse alleged Japanese crime boss 
of conspiring to traffic nuclear material
A leader of a Japan-

-based crime syndi-
cate conspired to traffic 
uranium and plutonium 
from Myanmar in the be-
lief that Iran would use it 
to make nuclear weapons, 
U.S. prosecutors alleged 
yesterday [Macau time].

Takeshi Ebisawa, 60, and 
his confederates showed 
samples of nuclear mate-
rials that had been trans-
ported from Myanmar to 
Thailand to an undercover 
Drug Enforcement Admi-
nistration agent posing as 

a narcotics and weapons 
trafficker who had access 
to an Iranian general, ac-
cording to federal officials. 
The nuclear material was 
seized and samples were 
later found to contain 
uranium and weapons-
-grade plutonium.

“As alleged, the defen-
dants in this case trafficked 
in drugs, weapons, and 
nuclear material — going 
so far as to offer uranium 
and weapons-grade pluto-
nium fully expecting that 
Iran would use it for nu-

clear weapons,” DEA Ad-
ministrator Anne Milgram 
said in a statement. “This 
is an extraordinary exam-
ple of the depravity of drug 
traffickers who operate 
with total disregard for hu-
man life.”

The nuclear mate-
rial came from an uni-
dentified leader of an 
“ethnic insurgent group” 
in Myanmar who had 
been mining uranium in 
the country, according to 
prosecutors. Ebisawa had 
proposed that the leader 

sell uranium through him 
in order to fund a wea-
pons purchase from the 
general, court documents 
allege.

According to prosecu-
tors, the insurgent leader 
provided samples, which a 
U.S. federal lab found con-
tained uranium, thorium 
and plutonium, and that 
the “the isotope composi-
tion of the plutonium” was 
weapons-grade, meaning 
enough of it would be sui-
table for use in a nuclear 
weapon.

Ebisawa, who prosecu-
tors allege is a leader of a 
Japan-based internatio-
nal crime syndicate, was 
among four people who 
were arrested in April 2022 
in Manhattan during a 
DEA sting operation. He 
has been jailed awaiting 
trial and is among two 
defendants named in a 
superseding indictment. 
Ebisawa is charged with 
the international traffi-
cking of nuclear materials, 
conspiracy to commit that 
crime, and several other 

counts.
An email seeking com-

ment was sent to Ebisawa’s 
attorney, Evan Loren Lip-
ton.

U.S. Attorney Damian 
Williams said Ebisawa 
“brazenly” trafficked the 
material from Myanmar to 
other countries.

“He allegedly did so 
while believing that the 
material was going to be 
used in the development 
of a nuclear weapons 
program, and the wea-
pons-grade plutonium he 
trafficked, if produced in 
sufficient quantities, cou-
ld have been used for that 
purpose,” Williams said in 
the news release.

The defendants are sche-
duled to be arraigned today 
(Macau time) in federal court 
in Manhattan. MDT/AP

SIBI ARASU, BENGALURU

JUST a few years ago, someo-
ne who wanted to install a 
rooftop solar connection in 
India faced getting multi-

ple approvals, finding a reliable 
company to install the panels and 
spending heavily before seeing 
the first surge of clean energy.

But that’s changing. The go-
vernment has streamlined the 
approvals process, made it easier 
for people to claim subsidies and 
pushed mountains of cash — in-
cluding $9 billion announced 
this month — to encourage fas-
ter adoption of technology that’s 
seen as critical for India to reach 
its clean-energy goals.

“We had to get 45 signatures 
to set up a small rooftop solar 
connection in 2021,” said Shreya 
Mishra, CEO of Mumbai-based 
Solar Square, one of India’s largest 
rooftop solar companies. “Today 
it’s almost instantaneous.”

For this sun-soaked country, 
growth in rooftop solar can’t come 
soon enough. India last year be-
came the world’s most populous 
nation, with 1.4 billion people and 
a hunger for energy that is rising 
fast.

Yet India, one of the world’s bi-
ggest emitters of planet-warming 
gases, is also highly vulnerable to 
climate change. Its people are af-
fected by deadly floods, extreme 
rainfall, extreme heat, prolonged 
droughts and cyclones with in-
creasing frequency. A study earlier 
this year found that nine out of 
India’s 28 states will be among the 

world’s hardest-hit regions due to 
climate change by midcentury.

India has grown its clean power 
rapidly in recent years and has the 
fourth-most installed renewa-
ble power, trailing only China, 
the U.S. and Brazil. It had 180 gi-
gawatts as of December, enough 
to power about 18 million homes, 
with nearly half from solar.

But most of that solar power 
comes from numerous football-
-field-sized solar farms. Less 
than 15% comes from rooftop 
arrays, and India has so far ma-
naged to set up only 11 gigawa-
tts of rooftop solar. That’s far less 
than the 40 gigawatts it hoped to 
have by 2022.

Energy experts say rooftop so-
lar is essential to bring power to 
remote areas, where it can be ins-
talled cheaply where it’s needed 
and avoid the cost of transmitting 
the energy over long distances.

India’s latest push was annou-
nced by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who said the $9 billion 
would provide “free electricity” for 
up to 10 million homes.

Neeraj Kuldeep of the New De-
lhi-based think tank, Council on 
Energy, Environment and Water, 
has tracked rooftop solar for near-
ly a decade. A report from CEEW 
last year found that only 50% of 
Indians are likely aware of rooftop 
solar as an energy solution and 

most of those who were aware 
thought it was too expensive. The 
report released last November re-
commended subsidies for consu-
mers who can benefit from small 
rooftop solar arrays but can’t af-
ford them.

Kuldeep said consumer awa-
reness about rooftop solar is one 
key to driving growth. Others are 
efficient governments at both the 
federal and state level, and finding 
the right “fit” for a particular user’s 
power needs.

Experts say another is getting 
buy-in from state-owned electri-
city companies who sometimes 
see rooftop solar as a threat to 
their profits.

Kuldeep said that’s short-si-
ghted. The companies can of-
ten actually make more money 
if they help install rooftop solar 
in a low-consumption home, he 
said. That’s because they cut their 
transmission and distribution 
costs to carry power to a house 
with a subsidized bill that already 
earns them little profit.

Installations have also risen 
since the government launched 
a national rooftop solar portal 
in 2022 that consumers can use 
to claim and steer government 
subsidies directly to their bank 
account, say experts and rooftop 
solar companies.

Mysun, a rooftop solar com-
pany based in New Delhi, offers 
potential buyers a “solar calcula-
tor” on its website where they can 
enter their location and current 
electricity costs to see what kind 
of savings they could expect. CEO 

Gagan Vermani said it’s about 
simplifying the process for poten-
tial customers.

“We need to start thinking 
of (rooftop solar) with consu-
mer needs in mind rather than 
thinking of it as building solar in-
frastructure,” he said.

Those who are already hooked 
up with panels on their roofs tout 
the benefits of cheaper electricity 
and greater agency over their own 
power.

“It is a little expensive but it’s 
totally worth it,” said Ruchika 
Chahana, who lives in the affluent 
Greater Kailash neighborhood 
in New Delhi. Chahana installed 
rooftop solar in her home nine 
months ago at a cost of nearly 
$5,000. She said her summer elec-
tricity bills have fallen to about 
$50 a month, from $200, and her 
family feels great about “doing so-
mething to save the planet.”

In Bengaluru, Satish Mallya 
saw rooftop solar as essential 
both to save money and avert 
carbon emissions. He took the 
lead in installing 65 kilowatts of 
solar atop the 120-unit apartment 
complex he lives in, and the bui-
lding’s electricity costs have dro-
pped $700 a month.

That 2020 installation was 
“challenging” because of bu-
reaucratic hurdles, said Mallya, 
who serves as vice president of 
a citywide group that represents 
apartment dwellers and owners. 
He’s helped many others set up 
their own rooftop solar connec-
tions in the years since, and says 
the process has gotten easier.

Mishra, of Solar Square, said 
she’s seeing a big increase in inte-
rest in a technology that she calls 
“a key part of India’s energy futu-
re.”

“As an Indian and an entrepre-
neur, I’m extremely proud of seeing 
this getting built up,” she said. “I 
think building energy infrastruc-
ture is the greatest nation-building 
thing we can do.” MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 23.02.2024

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

WORLD國際

page 11

KNOW MORE, LiVE BETTER 生 活 藝 術 雜 誌  LIVING & ARTS MAGAZINE

MACAUCLOSER

廖國敏
LIO KUOKMAN
指揮廖國敏懷揣著遠大的
志向，為他故鄉的樂團描繪出
一幅宏偉的藍圖
TALENTED MAESTRO LIO KUOKMAN 
HAS AMBITIOUS PLANS 
FOR HIS HOMETOWN ORCHESTRA

現在發售 
now on sale

MC167_ADs.indd   2MC167_ADs.indd   2 05/02/2024   8:36 PM05/02/2024   8:36 PM

 ad

A closeup of a human brain affected by Alzheimer’s disease, is displayed at the 
Museum of Neuroanatomy at the University at Buffalo in Buffalo, N.Y.
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SCIENCE

Silent brain changes precede Alzheimer’s; 
new clues about which come first
LAURAN NEERGAARD, 
WASHINGTON

A
LZHEIMER’S quietly ra-
vages the brain long be-
fore symptoms appear 
and now scientists have 

new clues about the dominolike 
sequence of those changes — a 
potential window to one day in-
tervene.

A large study in China tracked 
middle-aged and older adults 
for 20 years, using regular brain 
scans, spinal taps and other tests.

Compared to those who remai-
ned cognitively healthy, people 
who eventually developed the 
mind-robbing disease had higher 
levels of an Alzheimer’s-linked 
protein in their spinal fluid 18 
years prior to diagnosis, resear-
chers reported yesterday [Ma-
cau time]. Then every few years 
afterward, the study detected 
another so-called biomarker of 
brewing trouble.

Scientists don’t know exactly 
how Alzheimer’s forms. One early 
hallmark is that sticky protein cal-

led beta-amyloid, which over time 
builds up into brain-clogging pla-
ques. Amyloid alone isn’t enough 
to damage memory — plenty of 
healthy people’s brains harbor a 
lot of plaque. An abnormal tau 
protein that forms neuron-killing 
tangles is one of several co-cons-
pirators.

The new research, published in 
the New England Journal of Medi-
cine, offers a timeline for how tho-
se abnormalities pile up.

The study’s importance “can-

not be overstated,” said Dr. Ri-
chard Mayeux, an Alzheimer’s 
specialist at Columbia University 
who wasn’t involved in the resear-
ch.

“Knowledge of the timing of 
these physiological events is criti-
cal” for testing new ways of trea-
ting and maybe eventually even 
preventing Alzheimer’s, he wrote 
in an accompanying editorial.

The findings have no practical 
implications yet.

More than 6 million Ameri-

cans, and millions more worldwi-
de, have Alzheimer’s, the most 
common form of dementia. The-
re’s no cure. But last year a drug 
named Leqembi became the first 
approved with clear evidence that 
it could slow the worsening of ear-
ly Alzheimer’s — albeit for a few 
months.

It works by clearing away some 
of that gunky amyloid protein. 
The approach also is being tested 
to see if it’s possible to delay Al-
zheimer’s onset if high-risk peo-
ple are treated before symptoms 
appear. Still other drugs are being 
developed to target tau.

Tracking silent brain changes 
is key for such research. Scien-
tists already knew that in rare, 
inherited forms of Alzheimer’s 
that strike younger people, a toxic 
form of amyloid starts accumula-
ting about two decades ahead of 
symptoms and at some point later 
tau kicks in.

The new findings show the 
order in which such biomarker 
changes occurred with more 
common old-age Alzheimer’s.

Researchers with Beijing’s In-
novation Center for Neurological 
Disorders compared 648 people 
eventually diagnosed with Alzhei-
mer’s and an equal number who 
remained healthy. The amyloid 
finding in future Alzheimer’s pa-
tients was the first, 18 years or 14 
years prior to diagnosis depen-
ding on the test used.

Differences in tau were detec-
ted next, followed by a marker of 
trouble in how neurons commu-
nicate. A few years after that, dif-
ferences in brain shrinkage and 
cognitive test scores between the 
two groups became apparent, the 
study found.

“The more we know about via-
ble Alzheimer’s treatment targets 
and when to address them, the 
better and faster we will be able to 
develop new therapies and pre-
ventions,” said Claire Sexton, the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s senior 
director of scientific programs. 
She noted that blood tests are co-
ming soon that promise to also 
help by making it easier to track 
amyloid and tau. MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
23.02.2024 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 12
WORLD 國際

Spain is in a sta-
te of political con-
fusion after an 
attempted right-
-wing coup.

This evening 
about 200 sol-
diers and mem-
bers of the pa-
ramilitary Civil 
Guard stormed 
the lower house 
of the Spanish 
Parliament, the 
Cortes, firing au-
tomatic weapons and shouting orders.

They took hostage about 350 MPs debating a 
new government.

The group - led by Lieutenant Colonel Antonio 
Tejero Molina, an officer of the Civil Guard - told 
all those present to lie down.

Lt Col Tejero then called on the King to make 
an announcement.

All streets around the building have been sea-
led off.

The coup plot originated in Valencia, in eas-
tern Spain, under the command of Lieutenant 
General Jaime Milan del Bosch.

A supporter of the late dictator General Fran-
co, the former commander of the elite Brunete 
Armoured Division near Madrid was recently 
transferred because of his opposition to the 
new political order and was suspected of plot-
ting against it.

The general has declared a state of emer-
gency and ordered tanks onto the streets of 
Valencia.

In Madrid the rebel army took over the radio 
and TV stations for 90 minutes. They dispersed 
when riot police arrived on the scene.

The King meanwhile has called on the civil ser-
vice to take on the role of parliament based at 
Zarzuela Palace.

The joint chiefs-of-staff issued a communi-
qué saying all measures had been taken to put 
down the rebellion and restore order.

Despite these reassurances Spaniards are 
now wondering how long their five-year demo-
cracy can last.

Although Spain’s transition from dictatorship 
to democracy has been fairly smooth - until 
now - there have been rumblings of discontent 
among the right.

A few weeks ago Spain’s first democratically 
elected prime minister Adolfo Suarez resigned.

It is believed he was under pressure by the ri-
ght wing of his Democratic Centre Union party 
and the armed forces about concessions made 
to separatists in Catalonia and the Basque re-
gions.

Courtesy BBC News

1981 Rebel aRmy seizes 
contRol in spain

In context

Early the following day, King Juan Carlos appeared 
on national TV to tell the people he had ordered 
the armed forces to take all necessary measures 
to put down the coup.
The rebel forces and their leaders surrendered and 
released their captives 22 hours after the siege of 
the Cortes had started.
The revolt was further damaged by the coup gen-
erals’ failure to drum up support from other army 
units around the country.
One more plot was foiled when a group of colonels 
was discovered planning to seize power on the eve 
of the October 1982 general election.
The Spanish government was involved in a 
long-running campaign against the violence of the 
Basque separatist group Eta.

this day in historyUSA | EXPLAINER

How’s an ex-FBI informant 
charged with lying about 
Bidens allegedly linked to 
Russian intelligence?

nally Las Vegas in 2022, prose-
cutors said.

WHAT IS HE ACCUSED OF?
Smirnov has been charged 

with falsely reporting that Bu-
risma executives paid Hunter 
and Joe Biden $5 million each 
around 2015 after hiring Hun-
ter Biden to sit on its board 
and “protect us” from an in-
vestigation by the then-Ukrai-
nian prosecutor general. The 
charges were filed by the Jus-
tice Department special cou-
nsel who has separately filed 
gun and tax charges against 
Hunter Biden.

No evidence has emerged 
that Joe Biden acted corruptly 
or accepted bribes in his cur-
rent role or previous office as 
vice president.

Smirnov, meanwhile, had 
only routine business dealin-
gs with Burisma, and they 
did not start until 2017 after 
the prosecutor general was 
gone and when Joe Biden was 
unable to influence U.S. poli-
cy since he was out of office, 
prosecutors said.

Smirnov “expressed bias” 
against Joe Biden before he 
made the bribery allegations 
in June 2020, years after they 
supposedly occurred, prose-
cutors said. An FBI field office 
investigated the allegations 
and recommended the case 
be closed in August 2020, 
according to charging docu-
ments.

WHAT TIES TO RUSSIAN 
INTELLIGENCE?

Prosecutors laid out in 
court documents “extensive 

and extremely recent,” con-
tact Smirnov said he had with 
people aligned with Russian 
intelligence.

Smirnov had told his FBI 
handler that he had been in 
touch with “multiple” other 
foreign intelligence services, 
including officials linked to 
Russian intelligence, accor-
ding to court documents.

As recently as December, 
court documents state he was 
relaying details about meetin-
gs with Russian officials, one 
of whom said the country’s in-
telligence services had inter-
cepted calls from prominent 
Americans that “the Russian 
government may use as ‘kom-
promat’ in the 2024 election, 
depending on who the candi-
dates will be,” using a word for 
compromising material.

That echoed a previous 
bogus story from months 
before when he pushed his 
handler to investigate whe-
ther Hunter Biden had been 
recorded in a Ukrainian ho-
tel, prosecutors said. The 
president’s son has never tra-
veled to Ukraine, according 
to court documents.

“What this shows is that the 
misinformation he is sprea-
ding is not confined to 2020. 
He is actively peddling new 
lies that could impact U.S. 
elections after meeting with 
Russian intelligence officials 
in November,” prosecutors 
wrote in court documents.

WHAT ARE 
REPUBLICANS SAYING?

Smirnov’s claims have 
been central to the Republi-

can effort in Congress to in-
vestigate the president and 
his family and helped spark 
what is now a House impea-
chment inquiry into Biden.

They became a flashpoint 
in Congress in July as Re-
publicans demanded the 
FBI release the unredacted 
form, a so-called FD-1023, 
documenting the unverified 
allegations. Republican Rep. 
James Comer of Kentucky 
had subpoenaed the form as 
Republicans deepened their 
probe ahead of the 2024 pre-
sidential election. Republi-
cans acknowledged they cou-
ldn’t confirm if the allegations 
were true but said they were 
significant in their investiga-
tion of Hunter Biden.

The allegations of Russian 
contact with the source of 
those allegations should be 
a death knell for the impea-
chment inquiry, said Demo-
cratic Rep. Jamie Raskin of 
Maryland. “It appears like the 
whole thing is not only ob-
viously false and fraudulent 
but a product of Russian di-
sinformation and propagan-
da,” he said.

Republicans, on the other 
hand, have downplayed the 
importance of Smirnov’s alle-
gations. Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Rep. Jim Jordan, 
R-Ohio, pointed to Smirnov’s 
long track record as an FBI 
source but said the impeach-
ment inquiry goes beyond his 
allegations. The case against 
him “doesn’t change the fun-
damental facts” at issue in the 
impeachment probe, he said. 
MDT/AP

LINDSAY WHITEHURST, 
WASHINGTON

THE explosive allegations 
at the center of an impea-

chment inquiry into President 
Joe Biden were false, federal 
prosecutors said, and came 
from an ex-FBI informant 
who said he was in touch with 
Russian intelligence.

The informant, Alexander 
Smirnov, is “actively peddling 
new lies that could impact 
U.S. elections,” federal prose-
cutors said yesterday [Macau 
time], as they appealed to a 
judge to keep him behind bars 
ahead of trial on charges alle-
ging he lied to the FBI about 
a phony multimillion-dollar 
bribery scheme involving the 
Bidens and the Ukrainian 
energy company Burisma.

Defense attorneys have 
not directly addressed prose-
cutors’ claims about Russian 
intelligence contacts but said 
they look forward to defen-
ding him at trial. Republicans 
in Congress have distanced 
themselves from Smirnov’s 
claims and resisted calls to 
end the impeachment in-
quiry.

Here’s a look at what’s 
known about Smirnov, the 
case against him and fears 
about potential effects on U.S. 
elections:

WHO IS ALEXANDER 
SMIRNOV?

Smirnov had been an in-
formant since 2010, growing 
close to an FBI handler he 
spoke to “nearly every day,” 
prosecutors said in court do-
cuments. He met with Bu-
risma executives starting in 
the spring of 2017 because 
the company was interested 
in buying an American com-
pany and making an initial 
public offering on a US stock 
exchange, according to court 
documents.

Prosecutors say he has ac-
cess to more than $6 million, 
with some money held in the 
name of his longtime partner. 
His recent reports to his han-
dler included the guest lists 
from parties on mega yachts 
with Russian oligarchs, prose-
cutors said.

He holds dual Israeli-US 
citizenship and lived in Israel 
for more than a decade, later 
moving to Los Angeles and fi-
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Former FBI informant Alexander Smirnov (center) leaves the courthouse in Las Vegas, Tuesday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Gone; 6- Bingo call; 10- Sports figure; 14- Angry; 15- Uncouth; 16- Blows 

away; 17- Up ___ (trapped); 18- Bryce Canyon site; 19- Actress Thompson; 20- Japanese 
computer giant; 21- Hipbone; 23- Moore’s TV boss; 24- “Barnaby Jones” star; 26- 
Sediment; 27- Biblical dancing girl; 29- Jagged parts; 31- Astronaut Shepard; 32- Take 
care of; 33- Bearded beast; 36- At the same time; 40- Understanding; 41- Accumulate; 
42- Method; 43- Twice, a comforting comment; 44- Gets up; 46- Sausalito’s county; 48- 
Band together; 49- Brit’s discharge; 50- Leash; 52- Norse goddess; 55- Red Muppet; 56- 
Caucus state; 57- Sex researcher Hite; 59- Bound; 60- Came down to earth; 61- It comes 
from the heart; 62- Part of an eye or camera; 63- Allot; 64- Broaden;
 
DOWN 1- Skater Michelle; 2- Commedia dell’___; 3- Ceramics; 4- Salt Lake City player; 5- 
Belief in one God; 6- European brown bear; 7- Ballet skirt; 8- Yellow cheese coated with red 
wax; 9- O.T. book; 10- Talks back to; 11- Nasal tone; 12- Dreaded mosquito; 13- Former 
Russian ruler; 22- Bruce ___ was a famous 
kung-fu movie star; 23- Inert elemental gas; 
25- Beethoven’s birthplace; 26- Info; 27- 
Large bag; 28- ____ vera; 29- Inward feeling; 
30- Profits; 32- River to the Moselle; 33- 
Person who tends geese; 34- Unclothed; 35- 
Manipulates; 37- Indian form of address; 38- 
Revenuers, for short; 39- Utter; 43- Soldiers; 
44- Santa ___; 45- Saw for cutting wood with 
the grain; 46- Fight, disturbance; 47- Capital of 
Jordan; 48- Component of organic fertilizer; 
49- Big name in PCs; 50- Only; 51- Make fun 
of; 53- Art Deco designer; 54- The Tower of 
Pisa does this; 56- Descartes’s conclusion; 
58- ___ polloi; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Today, you will understand the 
importance of  money and how 
unnecessarily spending it can 
negatively affect your future. 
Relatives might become a reason of  
argument with your spouse today.

Apr. 20-May. 20
A wonderful day to do things 
that would make you feel good 
about yourself. Those who are 
married may have to spend a lot 
of  money on the education of  
their children today. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Do not waste your energy in 
unnecessary thinking impossible 
rather use it in a right direction. 
Money gains will not be to your 
expectations. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your low vitality will act like 
chronic poison in the system. It is 
better to keep yourself  engage in 
some creative work and keep on 
motivating to fight the disease. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You should do something to 
live upto family’s expectations. 
Today, you can learn the skill of  
accumulating and saving money 
and put it to the right use. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Not a very good day for expectant 
mothers. You need to be more 
careful while walking. You should 
look twice at investment schemes 
that are presented to you today. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your childlike nature will surface 
and you will be in a playful mood. 
Investment in stocks and mutual 
funds recommended for long-
term gains.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Some people might feel that you 
are too old to learn something new-
but that is far from the truth- you 
will easily learn new things because 
of  your sharp and active mind. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Evening with friends will be pleasant 
but take care as excessive eating 
could upset your next morning. As 
you have spent a lot in the past, you 
may have to face the consequences 
in your present.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, you will love to spend your 
day away from all the relatives 
to a peaceful place. You need 
to keep your concentration and 
work relentlessly to achieve the 
success.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Health remains good. All the 
money you had invested in 
the past to make your future 
prosperous will reap fruitful 
results today. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Enjoy a peaceful and quiet day 
with family members if  people 
approach you with problems, 
ignore them and don’t let this 
bother your mind. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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“This Is Me…. Now” by Jennifer Lopez (BMG)

tTUNES

Jennifer Lopez returns to her pop 
music throne with new album

ON “This Is Me....Now,” 
Jennifer Lopez’s first solo 

album in a decade, the singer 
takes back her rightful place 
on the throne of pop music.

In 2002, Jennifer Lo-
pez dropped “This Is Me… 
Then,” her third studio al-
bum that married her glos-
sy-eyed romanticism with 
R&B-pop rhythms. She also 
announced an engagement 
to the actor Ben Affleck, who 
she met while filming the 
movie “Gigli” in 2001. The 
pair broke up a few years la-
ter.

Fast forward 20 years and 
“Bennifer” — as they were 
dubbed by the ‘00s press — 
has returned, and so has her 
sublime pop. In 2022, they 
married, and now in 2024, 
the “This Is Me” series con-
tinues — articulating nostal-
gia and a loving feeling she 
knows best. It is the sound-
track to a new J.Lo Renais-
sance — one where she got 
her happy ending and has 
made the art to let listeners 
into her dreamy love story.

The opening track, “This 
Is Me… Now,” is quintessen-
tial J.Lo, with romantic ins-
trumentation of flutes and 
harps. “Had a lot to learn, 
had a lot to grow, had to find 
my way,” sings Lopez on a 
track reminiscent of a track 

that might’ve been on her 
2002 R&B dance-pop album 
— with a new, refined wis-
dom.

It proceeds “To Be Yours,” 
an energetic love song — 
sentimental but never sac-
charine — perfect for a sere-
nade or the dance floor atop 
hip-hop beats.

The album releases Fri-
day, the same day as a film by 
the same name: “This Is Me... 
Now: A Love Story.”

“Can’t Get Enough,” an 
early single that doubled as 
a tease for the movie, was 
released with a music video 
that depicts the singer get-
ting married several times, 
as she has in real life. In that 
way, the visual communica-
tes that she’s ready to open 
the door to her life and show 
it all — the good and the 
ugly — all the while sweetly 
singing “I’m still in love with 
you, boy,” a gender-flipped 
take on Alton Ellis’ 1967 re-
ggae classic “I’m Still in Love 
with You,” which her song 
samples.

As for that relationship 
transparency: “Dear Ben pt. 
II” is a sequel to the slow-
-burn “Dear Ben” from the 
2002 album. The second 
installment is a more dyna-
mic take on the same rela-
tionship. “When I think you’ll 
let me down, you lift my ho-
pes,” she sings about finding 
love with Affleck again, two 
decades later.

At the end of the album is 
the R&B anthem “Greatest 
Love Story Never Told” — a 
bow on the album’s full pa-
ckage — Lopez’s breathy vo-
cals sway above an acoustic 
guitar, piano and strings. “It’s 
destiny how we found each 
other twice in one lifetime,” 
she sings both for her au-
dience and for her husband.

“This Is Me... Now” is for 
the Jennifer Lopez loyalists 
who patiently awaited her 
return, Bennifer fans, and 
those who believe in true love 
— no matter what shape it 
takes, or how long. MARTINA  
REBECCA INCHINGOLO, 
MDT/AP
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Pamper and Glow

TASTE OF EDESIA

Celebrating Art Basel 
IRENE SAM, MDT

A
RT Basel Hong Kong 
is fast approaching, 
scheduled to take pla-
ce from March 28 to 

30. To celebrate,  LPM Restau-
rant & Bar in Hong Kong has 
created a range of art-inspired 
refreshments, as well as a selec-
tion of unique dishes to help art 
enthusiasts unwind after a long 
day visiting the various galleries’ 
exhibitions.

LPM Restaurant & Bar’s expe-
riential cocktail menu ‘Recipes 
for our Friends’, crafted by the 
acclaimed LPM Global Bar Ma-
nager Tibor Krascsenics, pays 
tribute to the French artist, wri-
ter, and bon vivant, Jean Coc-
teau. The menu infuses cocktails 
with history and the captivating 

and whimsical artwork of Coc-
teau. Guests are invited to em-
bark on a nostalgic journey to a 
bygone era, whilst rediscovering 
the talent of one of the most ico-
nic artists of the 20th century. 

The menu includes a se-
lection of refreshing cocktails, 
including the 1889 America-
no. This delicate aperitif pays 
tribute to Jean Cocteau›s birth 
year. It combines French Suze li-
queur, popularized in 1889, with 
vermouth infused with lightly 
toasted pineapple, Cocteau›s 
favourite fruit, and is garnished 
with a lemon balm leaf.

Room 22 is inspired by the 
room where Cocteau often 
stayed at the renowned Hotel 
Welcome in Southeast France. 
It was there that Cocteau socia-
lized with influential figures like 

Charlie Chaplin, Coco Chanel, 
Kiki de Montparnasse, and Lou-
is-François Cartier during the vi-
brant 1920s. The cocktail, served 
with a shared absinthe fountain, 
sparked Cocteau›s inspiration 
for his novel «Les Enfants Terri-
bles» in 1929.

In addition to the cocktails, 
Head Chef Maurizio Pace has 
curated a selection of distinctive 
dishes. They include Courgette 
Flowers Tempura with Cherry 
Tomato Sauce, King Crab and 
Tomato Tart, Langoustine Riso-
tto with Mushrooms, and Roas-
ted Quail, each made using the 
freshest ingredients to highli-
ght the French-Mediterranean 
flavours. There is also the deli-
ghtful Lemon Tart with Italian 
Meringue to end your meal on a 
sweet note.

FOR those in the know, 
W Macau is not only 

the most stylish hotel in 
town, but also the premier 
destination for prioriti-
zing wellness and luxury.  
With its wellness offerin-
gs AWAY Spa, FIT and WET at 
its core, in addition to an 
exclusive partnership with 
Valentino Beauty in Macau, 
the hotel offers a restorati-
ve haven for those seeking a 
focused, yet luxurious, well-
ness journey. Whether you’re 
taking a break from the daily 
grind, looking for a chance to 
recharge and refocus, or sim-
ply want some much-needed 
time for self-care, W Macau – 
Studio City has thoughtfully 
crafted a selection of well-
ness programs that provide 
opulent restoration and re-
juvenation. After unwinding 
at AWAY Spa, some packa-
ges also bring guests access 
to WET, Sauna and Steam 
rooms, extending the feeling 
of escape and leaving guests 
refreshed.

“At AWAY Spa, FIT and 
WET, we aim to ensure that 

all our guests have the free-
dom to explore, let loose and 
be themselves,” says Adrian 
Chan, General Mana-
ger, W Macau – Studio City. 
“Breaking the norms of tra-
ditional luxury wellness pro-
grams that focus on remedial 
and corrections, we look to 
enhance and enrich through 
our bold, liberating and real 
offerings.”

W Macau – Studio Ci-
ty’s AWAY Spa transforms 
the traditional notion of 
a spa into something more 
interesting, engaging, and 
fun. The reception area is 
designed with a bar coun-
ter that encourages conver-
sations and engagement 
among guests in the theatre-
-inspired setting underneath 
a glittering chandelier. With 
comfort and privacy, guests 
will feel refreshed and revi-
talised after any of the ou-
tstanding treatments that 
deliver results in a unique 
atmosphere. The detox mas-
sage particularly is a must try 
for muscle relaxation and in-
crease circulation IS
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USA President Joe Biden 
signed an executive order 
and created a federal 
rule aimed at better 
securing the nation›s 
ports from potential 
cyberattacks. The 
administration is outlining 
a set of cybersecurity 
regulations that port 
operators must comply 
with across the country, not 
unlike standardized safety 
regulations that seek to 
prevent injury or damage to 
people and infrastructure.

Space A private U.S. lunar 
lander reached the moon 
and eased into a low orbit 
yesterday [Macau time], a 
day before it will attempt an 
even greater feat — landing 
on the gray, dusty surface. 
A smooth touchdown 
would put the U.S. back in 
business on the moon for 
the first time since NASA 
astronauts closed out the 
Apollo program in 1972. 
The company, if successful, 
also would become the first 
private outfit to ace a moon 
landing.

Albania’s Parliament 
approved a deal for the 
country to hold thousands 
of asylum seekers for Italy 
in a vote yesterday, despite 
protests from opposition 
lawmakers and human 
rights groups. Under the 
five-year deal, Albania would 
shelter up to 3,000 migrants 
rescued from international 
waters at any one time. With 
asylum requests expected 
to take around a month 
to process, the number of 
asylum-seekers sent to 
Albania could reach up to 
36,000 in a year.

Football Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
Al-Nassr moved into the 
quarterfinals of the Asian 
Champions League with a 
3-0 aggregate win over Al-
Fayha in an-all Saudi Arabian 
matchup.Ronaldo scored 
the only goal in the first leg 
and then found the net in 
the return match in Riyadh 
with four minutes remaining 
of the second leg. Otavio 
had opened the scoring 
to ensure that Al-Nassr 
progressed.

Boeing ousts head of 737 jetliner program weeks 
after panel blowout on a flight over Oregon

Boeing said that the head of its 737 jetliner program is leaving the 
company in an executive shake-up weeks after a door panel blew out 
on a flight over Oregon, renewing questions about safety at the com-
pany.

Boeing announced that Ed Clark, who had been with the company 
for nearly 18 years and led the 737 program since early 2021, was lea-
ving immediately.

Clark oversaw the factory in Renton, Washington, where final assem-
bly took place on the Alaska Airlines 737 Max 9 involved in last month’s 
accident. Federal investigators said bolts needed to help keep a panel 

called a door plug in place were missing after repair work on the plane.
Katie Ringgold, a vice president in charge of delivering 737s to airli-

nes, will succeed Clark as vice president and general manager of the 
737 program and the Renton factory, according to an email to em-
ployees from Stan Deal, the CEO of Boeing’s commercial airplanes 
division.

The moves are part of the company’s “enhanced focus on ensuring 
that every airplane we deliver meets or exceeds all quality and safety 
requirements,” Deal said in his email to staff. “Our customers demand, 
and deserve, nothing less.”

OPINION
China Daily
Zhao Manfeng, China Daily

MARI YAMAGUCHI, 
TOKYO

A whale as long as a 
train car that died af-

ter straying into a port in 
Osaka last month is set to 
be buried until it naturally 
becomes a skeletal speci-
men for a local museum.

It’s the third year in a 
row that whales have be-
come stranded in the area, 
raising questions about the 
reasons why and the cost 
of handling the incidents.

The animal is believed 
to be a male sperm whale, 
about 12 meters long and 
weighing an estimated 20 
tons, and was earlier spo-
tted in the Sakai Semboku 
Port in mid-January.

It had since been spo-
tted in a number of loca-
tions in Osaka Bay, until 
Sunday, when a boat cap-
tain reported to the coast 
guard that the whale was 
not breathing. Prefectural 
officials and experts took 
a boat out to check on the 
whale and confirmed its 
death on Monday, presu-
mably due to starvation.

Osaka officials have 
decided to bury the dead 
whale at a section of a 
nearbyindustrial waste 
disposal complex after 
cetacean experts carried 
out an autopsy, collecting 
samples to determine the 

cause of the whale’s death, 
prefectural environmen-
tal department official 
Toshihiro Yamawaki said.

Television footage 
showed the dead whale 
being carefully lifted by a 
crane and transported to 
the burial site, where it will 
stay underground for a few 
years until it becomes na-
turally skeletonized. Offi-
cials will then dig it up and 
donate it to the local natu-
ral museum.

The cause of the stran-
ding is unknown.

Yamawaki said whales 
have been sighted on and 
off not only in Osaka Bay 
but across Japan, noting 
experts’ view that wha-
les generally follow the 
movement of the warm 
Kuroshio tide. Those that 
somehow miscalculated 
the distance and went too 
close to the coast may be-
come stranded, scientists 
think.

On average, more 
than 300 whale strandin-
gs have been reported 
across Japan annually, 
though the number fluc-
tuates every year. In 2020, 
more than 370 strandings 
were reported, while the 
number decreased to 116 
last year, according to the 
National Museum of Na-
ture and Science’s whale 
stranding site.

The Osaka case invol-
ved a single animal as with 
in most other strandings, 
though sometimes seve-
ral whales have been seen 
stranded on nearby coasts.

Experts have cited a 
number of possible causes 
for the stranding, inclu-
ding tidal fluctuations, di-
seases and climate change, 
but they are still under in-
vestigation.

Some experts noted the 
structure of Osaka Bay, 
which has many narrow 
passages, may make it dif-
ficult for stray whales to go 
back to the sea.

As soon as the whale 
was spotted, prefectural 
officials had started dis-
cussing what to do in case 
it died in the bay. They 
learned their lesson the 
hard way last year, when 
another stranded sperm 
whale, Yodo-chan, died 
only four days after it 
showed up and began to 
decompose, at a cost to the 
public purse of more than 
80 million yen ($533,000), 
triggering criticism.

The cost of the offshore 
burial was nearly 10 times 
the amount spent in 2021 
on another stray whale 
that was buried on land.

“The cost will be much 
lower this time,” Osaka Gov. 
Hirofumi Yoshimura reas-
sured residents. MDT/AP

Stray whale died in 
Osaka Bay, raising 
questions about cause 
and cost of disposal
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TikTok shouldn’t be 
a scapegoat of US 
political game

US President Joe Biden’s recent appearance 
on TikTok as part of an outreach to young voters 
ahead of the November election has, expecte-
dly, sparked a controversy given his adminis-
tration’s previous hardline stance against the 
short-video platform citing security concerns. 
In fact they even banned it on federal devices. 
The reason: TikTok is owned by the Chinese pri-
vate company ByteDance.

It’s no surprise that TikTok has become a fo-
cal point in the verbal sparring among US po-
liticians leading up to the November election. 
Yet, TikTok is simply a widely used social me-
dia platform accessible in over 150 nations. It 
has no intention of compromising the security 
of other countries. If popularity is deemed a 
threat, then US technology and popular cultu-
re would pose significant threats to the global 
community.

Therefore, it is preposterous for both Republi-
cans and Democrats to mock Biden’s decision 
to involve TikTok. For a considerable time, a 
primary concern among lawmakers and other 
government officials has been the potential 
for TikTok to share data on US users with the 
Chinese government or for the Chinese gover-
nment to compel the platform to manipulate 
the content shown to users based in the Uni-
ted States. According to US reasoning, anyone 
using US computers, phones, or software wou-
ld encounter similar risks of exposure to US 
intelligence.

In March last year, when skeptical US 
lawmakers grilled TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew 
over national security concerns, Chew’s res-
ponses were often cut short as members of 
Congress asked for “yes” or “no” responses. Last 
month, in a tense congressional testimony over 
online safety for children, US Senator Tom Co-
tton repeatedly asked Singaporean TikTok CEO 
Chew whether he is or has ever been a member 
of or affiliated to the Communist Party of Chi-
na, even though Chew reminded Cotton multi-
ple times that he is Singaporean.

TikTok has informed Congress that the short 
video app is now used by 170 million Ameri-
cans, up from 150 million a year earlier. This 
increasing number only underscores its popu-
larity among the American populace, particu-
larly the younger generation. In a nation that 
proclaims to prioritize freedom, the govern-
ment and Congress should honor users’ free-
dom to choose the app, rather than engaging 
in a witch hunt.

The US politicians’ failure to present clear, 
compelling evidence of TikTok’s security risks 
further underscores the potential for hypocrisy. 
If the app genuinely posed a significant threat, 
it would be contradictory of Biden’s campaign 
team to encourage its use. Some oppose Biden’s 
decision, also possibly driven by political moti-
vations rather than genuine security concerns.

TikTok shouldn’t be a scapegoat of US politi-
cal game. The controversy only suggests that 
the bipartisan nature of politics in the US exis-
ts primarily to oppose each other, prioritizing 
politics and the goal of undermining the other 
side while disregarding facts and focusing so-
lely on immediate interests. They should there-
fore focus on the more important issues affec-
ting the lives of people in the country and the 
world, and leave the app, which is just a source 
of entertainment for the youth, alone.
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A whale, confirmed dead by field investigation, floats in Osaka Bay in Sakai city, earlier this month


