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Japan Images taken by 
miniature drones from deep 
inside a badly damaged 
reactor at the Fukushima 
nuclear plant show 
displaced control equipment 
and misshapen materials 
but leave many questions 
unanswered, underscoring 
the daunting task of 
decommissioning the plant. 
The 12 photos released by 
the plant’s operator are the 
first from inside the main 
structural support called the 
pedestal in the hardest-hit 
No. 1 reactor’s primary 
containment vessel, an area 
directly under the reactor’s 
core. 

Myanmar Military airstrikes 
killed at least 25 members 
of the country’s Muslim 
Rohingya minority, 
including children, 
local media reported, 
prompting the U.N. chief 
to express concerns over 
the escalating violence. 
According to the reports, 
the airstrikes took place 
early yesterday and 
targeted the village of 
Thada, north of Minbya 
township in Rakhine state. 
The strikes also left another 
25 people wounded. 

US officials stressed 
yesterday that newly-
approved legislation 
providing billions of dollars 
in funding for three 
strategically important 
Pacific island nations is an 
important sign of American 
commitment. The renewal 
of funds for the Marshall 
Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia and the 
Republic of Palau — known 
collectively as the Freely 
Associated States — had 
been held up for months 
by broader infighting in 
Congress over budgetary 
issues, even though they 
enjoyed widespread 
bipartisan support.
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Gov’t to 
launch digital 
support service 

for 600 SMEs 

Education 
bureau to 

start Patriotic 
Camp H2
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Macau will host 
the ITTF Singles 
World Cup for 
the first time, 

puting the city 
on the map of 
world sports, 

organizers say,  
in addition to 
the growing 
portfolio of 
int’l events
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Macau Central 
Library construction 
in two phases

The construction of the new Macau Central 
Library at Tap Seac will be implemented 
in two phases, according to a statement 
released by the Public Works Bureau. With 
a maximum period of 450 days to carry out 
the work, the seven proposals presented in 
the public tender vary between 69.78 million 
patacas and 89.98 million patacas. For the 
first phase, the construction will involve the 
demolition of the old Hotel Estoril, followed 
by the construction of the new library’s 
foundations and basements.

Over 1,000 vacancies 
available in USJ Career Fair

The University of Saint Joseph is curating 
its USJ Career Fair today, aiming to 
host a platform for students to seek job 
opportunities and explore their career 
paths. With the theme “Career Exploration,” 
more than 20 enterprises, companies, and 
organisations are participating in the fair, 
offering over 1,000 job vacancies in the 
areas of banking and finance, education and 
training, hospitality, human resources, retail, 
transportation, and social services. Over 600 
students will graduate from the university 
this year. A number of career talks will also be 
held at the fair.

International Parade 
to require traffic 
suspensions

The Macao International Parade that will 
be held this Sunday will require road traffic 
suspensions along its route, the government 
warned. Road users should be aware of these 
special arrangements. The parade will start 
from the Ruins of St Paul’s, go downhill to 
Largo de S. Domingos, Senado Square and 
the Cathedral, before proceeding towards 
the Macau Tower through Avenida da Praia 
Grande. The government noted that parking 
spots and other traffic suspensions, like 
detours, are to be implemented. Changes to 
bus routes and stops will also take place to 
make way for the parade.

Vehicle circulation 
tax payment period 
to end Apr. 2

The payment period for the Vehicle 
Circulation Tax for 2024 will end on Apr. 2. 
The government reminds vehicle owners 
who have not yet paid the tax that they 
should pay it by the date to avoid additional 
charges or fines. As of 9 a.m. yesterday, 
there were over 58,000 vehicles that the 
tax had not yet been paid on, according 
to the government. About 85% of all paid 
taxes, representing over 180,000 vehicles, 
were settled digitally. The government also 
recommended those owners who have not 
yet settled the circulation tax to utilize the 
One Account app, the Transport Bureau 
website, and public service e-kiosks, so as to 
make the payment. 

Gov’t to launch digital 
support service for 600 
SMEs in first phase 

Gaming credit bill expected 
for final vote in April

STAFF REPORTER

THE government has un-
veiled a detailed plan for 

the 2024 SME Digital Support 
Services in Macau. The plan 
aims to promote the digital 
transformation of small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) in Macau, specifically 
in marketing and payment 
operations. Its goal is to ex-
pand remote business chan-
nels, reduce operating costs, 
optimize management, and 
improve efficiency.

The plan targets 600 SMEs 
in the retail, catering, life ser-
vices, wholesale, and manu-
facturing industries during 
the first phase. In the first 
part, enterprises will receive 
six hours of digital operations 
training conducted by staff 
from the Macau Productivi-
ty and Technology Transfer 
Center. To participate in the 
training course, companies 
are required to send one to 
two employees.

In the second part, quali-
fied companies receive digital 

ANTHONY LAM

THE casino credit bill cur-
rently under discussion at 

a parliamentary committee is 
expected to undergo its second 
reading next month, commi-
ttee president Chan Chak Mo 
said yesterday.

The bill’s updated draft is 
being studied, following ad-
justments made by the gover-
nment. 

A major change is that, com-
pared with current practices, 
casino intermediaries or junke-
ts will no longer be permitted 
to issue credits or loans, should 
the bill become law.

On this matter, Chan disclo-
sed that the committee had re-
ceived signed objection letters 

system solutions, valued up to 
MOP18,000. The companies 
choose from different plans 
offered by suppliers and re-
port their selection. The cons-
truction costs of the chosen 
system are then paid directly 
to the supplier by the center.

The application process 
involves online registration 
and uploading required do-
cuments, such as a business’s 
latest tax copy, identity docu-

from casino intermediaries, 
and the letters had been refer-
red to the government for the 
latter’s consideration.

According to Chan, these 

ments, and photos of its pre-
mises. After the application 
period, a lottery is conducted 
to determine the processing 
order. 

To be eligible for the plan, 
companies must be legally re-
gistered and operated in Ma-
cau, have no more than 100 
employees, be in proper ope-
rating condition, and have 
physical operating premises 
in Macau. They should also 

intermediaries consider the 
current practice effective and 
helpful to the Special Adminis-
trative Region in terms of tax 
income.

have obtained, or be applying 
for, integrity points from the 
Macau Consumer Council.

The entire plan consists of 
registration, training, diagno-
sis and evaluation, supplier 
selection, installation, and 
settlement. There are two 
application periods which 
are from May 6 to 26 and Nov. 
11 to 29. 

BUDGET FOR SME SUPPORT 
AT MOP14 MILLION

Director for the Economic 
and Technological Develop-
ment Bureau (DSEDT) Tai Kin 
Ip said that the total budget 
for digital support services 
for SMEs stands at MOP14 
million. He also said that di-
gital solutions for the catering 
industry must include self-
-ordering and self-checkout 
functions – a major trend now, 
especially in the mainland. Tai 
said there are also stores in 
Macau that facilitate this but 
hopes that companies can ca-
tch up with the current popu-
lar methods to provide more 
convenience for consumers. 

Concurrently, the commit-
tee is starting to prepare its res-
ponses. 

Chan said the government 
had submitted to the commit-
tee a written explanation of the 
major change, and committee 
members accepted most of it. 
In addition, some members 
wondered what credit channels 
would be legal.

In response to this, Chan ci-
ted the bill as stating that only li-
censed casino operators would 
be permitted to issue credits in 
the form of casino chips. Cash 
credit would not be allowed. 
An exception, Chan said, wou-
ld be that intermediaries with 
contractual obligations to any 
licensed casino operators wou-
ld be allowed to issue credits on 
behalf of those casinos in the 
form of their chips.

Such cooperation contracts 
would need to be approved by 
the Secretary for Economy and 
Finance before being witnes-
sed by a notarial staff or lawyer.

DSEDT director Tai Kin Ip
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Tourism sector 
gauges daily 
tourists to top 
100,000 in Easter

Members of the tourism 
industry in Macau indicated 
that this year’s holiday is 
expected to see not only 
Hong Kong tourists, but also 
quite a number of mainland 
tourists, so the number of 
tourists during the holiday 
may grow compared with 
that of ordinary weekends. 
The average daily number 
of tourists may top 100,000. 
Andy Wu, chairman of Travel 
Industry Council of Macau 
(TICM), said the Easter 
holiday was mainly dominated 
by Hong Kong tourists in 
the past, and gauged that 
the number of tourists 
visiting Macau could be even 
higher than that of ordinary 
weekends, paired with the 
addition of mainland tourists, 
since the Easter holiday this 
year falls on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Gov’t pushes for 
casino operators 
to enrich 
maritime travel 
offerings

The government is calling 
for increased collaboration 
between casino operators 
and companies in order to 
promote maritime tourism.  
The director of the Marine 
and Water Bureau, Susana 
Wong, highlighted that 
gaming companies are 
currently engaged in various 
projects with maritime travel 
companies, resulting in an 
expansion of routes, as well 
as more diverse forms of 
collaboration. Wong explained 
that these partnerships mainly 
revolve around two annual 
campaigns in the city: the 
Macao International Fireworks 
Display Contest, which has 
been running for 31 years, and 
the Light Up Macao initiative, 
launched in 2015. 

ITTF World Cup to put Macau 
on the map of world sports

Hosting the ITTF World Cup shows 
‘trust’ in Macau, ID president says
RENATO MARQUES

THE soon-to-be-hosted 
International Table 

Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
Singles World Cup “shows 
the trust that internatio-
nal sports authorities have 
in Macau and the local ca-
pacity of hosting large-s-
cale international sports 
events,” the president of 
the Sports Bureau (ID), 
Pun Weng Kun said yes-

terday on the sidelines of 
the press conference that 
launched the event.

Speaking to the media, 
Pun noted that it is very 
flattering that a world fe-
deration like ITTF trusts 
Macau for hosting such an 
important global event; at 
the same time, this recog-
nition, “gives local organi-
zers confidence” to conti-
nue to do more and better.

After having hosted for 

several years the World 
Table Tennis (WTT) event, 
Macau is now ready to le-
vel up and host one of the 
most important events in 
this sport, with the world’s 
finest table tennis talen-
ts converging to Macau 
in less than one month 
to compete not only for 
USD1 million (MOP8.1 
million) but, as noted by 
the ITTF Deputy Secretary 
General, Mounir Bessah, 

for the world ranking po-
sitioning just before the 
Olympic Games in Paris 
this summer.

“As we are in an Olym-
pic year, the performan-
ces of the players in the 
Macao World Cup hold 
immense weight, directly 
impacting their world 
ranking points and, con-
sequently, their standing 
in the upcoming Paris 
Olympic Games,” Bessah 

said during the opening 
speech at yesterday’s 
press conference, held at 
the Galaxy International 
Conference Center.

The locally hosted 
event will also have the at-
traction of being the first 
time that the Table Tennis 
World Cup presents its 
new competition format, 
which Bessah noted to be 
a kind of “rebirth” of the 
ITTF World Cup.

Bessah also noted the 
attribution to Macau of 
the honors of hosting 
this year’s World Cup as 
a recognition of the city’s 
recent dedication to the 
promotion of this sport.

According to ITTF, the 
decision to resurrect the 
ITTF World Cup unders-
cores the vision and dedi-
cation to revitalizing the 
sport’s illustrious heritage 
that is soon (in 2026) rea-
ching its centenary cele-
brations.

The event will take pla-
ce over a week from Apr. 
15 to 21 and will be hos-
ted at the Galaxy Arena, 
which besides affording 
the players and spectators 
much better conditions 
will also allow it to cater 
to a much larger audience 
than the WTT events hos-
ted at the Tap Seac Multis-
port Pavilion.

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Macao International 
Table Tennis Federation 
(ITTF) Singles World Cup 
will put Macau on the 

map of world sports, organizers 
said at yesterday’s press conferen-
ce that launched the event taking 
place next month.

Representing the title sponsor 
of the event, Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group (GEG), the company 
director Philip Cheng noted the 
event as marking “a glamorous 
addition to Macau’s growing port-
folio of international sports even-
ts” and the possibility of being a 
“significant driver for the city’s 
sports industry.”

Cheng also noted this as the 
first time that GEG will host a 
top-tier international table ten-
nis event, putting to good use the 
Galaxy Arena, a recent addition to 
GEG’s non-gaming venues.

Cheng expressed the hope that 
the hosting of this event will sig-
nificantly contribute to further 
promoting Macau as a “City of 
Sports” to the world.

Dubbed as a “powerhouse in 
the world of table tennis” by the 
Deputy Secretary General of the 
ITTF, Mounir Bessah, Macau has 
a chance to prove itself in the 
week-long event that will have a 
total of 96 elite players (48 in each 
gender group).

THE COMPETITION
Each gender group, including a 

total of 48 players, will earn cove-
ted spots in the Singles World Cup 
lineup. 44 of these players will 
qualify through the Continental 
Cups or World Ranking, with up 
to two host association players re-
ceiving nominations.

Member Associations can en-
ter up to four players each, exclu-

ding the reigning World Cham-
pion and U19 World Champion, 
who secure automatic qualifica-
tion.

The tournament is compri-
sed of two stages with the first 
including players divided into 16 
groups of three engaging round-
-robin battles.

The top-ranked players will 
head each group while the rest are 
drawn in using a modified snake 
system. To keep the competition 
fair, players from the same asso-
ciation are pitted against different 
groups, and matches will be com-
prised of four games (results 4-0, 
3-1, or 2-2). 

By securing the top spot of the 
group, players will then advance 
to the knockout draw of Stage 2. 
From then on it is every player for 
themselves in elimination ma-

tches to the best of seven games 
until the finals.

TICKETS GO ON 
SALE THIS FRIDAY

Tickets for the event go on sale 
this Friday (March 22) through 
several online platforms as well 
as the regular Macau Ticketing 
Network.

Among the novelties in par-
ticular is the inclusion of ticket 
selling through Macau’s mCoin 
platform (mPay).

Other platforms include Cityli-
ne Ticketing, Guangxing Chuan-
xun Macau store, Damai appli-
cation, and mini program, or the 
on-site ticket booth during the 
event.

Tickets have a minimum price 
of MOP100 and a maximum of 
MOP1,200 depending on the sea-

ting area and stage of the event. 
Each person can purchase a maxi-
mum of eight tickets per session. 
Children below 1.20m in height 
can enter when accompanied by 
an adult without paying a ticket 
but they cannot take extra seats.

Macau Student Card holders 
and residents over the age of 65 
enjoy a 20% discount when ac-
quiring tickets but these need to 
be bought in person at Kong Seng 
outlets and for the matches held 
between Apr. 15 and 19 only.

Stage 1 matches are divided 
into two sessions per day between 
9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. For the kno-
ckout matches (Apr. 18 and 19) 
the first session starts at 11 a.m. 
and the second at 6 p.m. 

Semi-finals will be held on Apr. 
20 starting at 6 p.m. and finals on 
Apr. 21 from 7:30 p.m.
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CRIME
Man arrested for allegedly 
scamming pawnshop for 
HKD1.5 million

‘Anti-scam’ app to 
launch next month

ANTHONY LAM

A man has been apprehended for 
scamming a local pawnshop for 

the sum of HKD1.5 million through 
pawning a counterfeit designer wa-
tch, the Judiciary Police (PJ) has an-
nounced.

On Mar. 16, the police received 
a report from a staff member of the 
pawnshop regarding the case. They 
then identified and arrested the sus-
pect, a mainland man, 30, surnamed 
Li and reportedly a salesperson.

Another man, believed to be an 
accomplice, remains at large, the 
police added.

On Nov. 23 last year, Li and ano-
ther man went to the pawnshop, 
itself located in the NAPE District, 
with the intention to pawn a desig-
ner watch for HKD1.5 million. At 
that time, Li produced the watch 
while the other man presented his 

own ID documents, for registration 
purposes. After completing the ne-
cessary procedures, the two received 
the money and left.

In January this year, a staff mem-
ber of the pawnshop claimed nobo-
dy was interested in the watch, so it 
was sent for official maintenance in 
Hong Kong. Only then was it confir-
med to be a counterfeited product.

Following the report, the police 
first commissioned professionals to 
inspect the watch. They confirmed 
it to be a fake. They also discovered 
that Li had left Macau after the inci-
dent and re-entered in the middle of 
this month. In light of this, the police 
deployed a team to track him down; 
he was due to leave Macau via the lo-
cal airport, at 6 p.m. on Mar. 17. 

The police added that Li did not 
cooperate with the investigation. A 
charge of swindling has been pres-
sed against him.

RENATO MARQUES

A new “anti-scam” mobile appli-
cation (app) is to launch next 

month, the Office of the Secretary for 
Security, Wong Sio Chak announced 
in the monthly column “Safety and 
You” published last week on the offi-
cial website of the Office.

To attempt to tackle the problem, 
the Security Secretariat is launching 
in April this year an “anti-fraud mi-
ni-program” on WeChat to assist the 
public in preventing fraud crimes.

The Judiciary Police (PJ) develo-
ped the app, which is currently un-
dergoing testing before next month’s 
launch.

The mini-program will operate via 
WeChat and provide four functions 
including, Fraud Search, Fraud Re-
porting Tips, Learning about Fraud 
and Identifying Fraud Cases.

In general, the mini-program will 
allow users to enter “suspicious in-
formation” such as phone numbers, 
emails and bank account numbers, 
that will be analyzed by the app to 

assess their fraud risk.
The system compares the data en-

tered against the PJ’s database, sear-
ching for hits related to previous and 
known scam cases.

For instance, if a given phone 
number has been reported to PJ in a 
scam complaint, this will appear as 
a scam risk if anyone searches infor-
mation on it.

It will also allow users to easily re-
port to the PJ new phone numbers, 
emails, usernames or methods used 
by people attempting to scam others, 
contributing to increased informa-
tion on the same database.

According to statistics collected 
by the PJ last year, there were 407 ca-
ses of phone fraud, 871 cyber scams, 
and 329 credit card-related frauds 
over the internet, figures that corres-
pond to an annual increase of 263%, 
43% and 89%, respectively.

In January this year, the PJ recor-
ded 42 cases of phone fraud, 77 cyber 
scams, and 35 credit card-related 
frauds, indicating these types of cri-
mes continue to increase in Macau. 

Education bureau to 
start Patriotic Camp H2

GAMING

Wynn emerges as market-share 
leader in March: Citi

ANTHONY LAM

PATRIOTIC Education 
Camp for Form 1 students 

in Macau will be rolled out in 
the coming academic year “to 
strengthen [the] patriotic cur-
riculum in local schools,” di-
rector for Education and Youth 
Development Kong Chi Meng 
has announced.

In response to a written in-
quiry by lawmaker Ngan Iek 
Hang on patriotic education, 
the education official said his 
bureau will “take a further step 
to strengthen elements in pa-
triotic education,” since a dis-
closure on the camp was im-
minent.

Another reason the camp 
is organized is to comply with 
the Patriotic Education Law of 
the People’s Republic of China, 
Kong added. The law is not part 

STAFF REPORTER

WYNN Macau Ltd, the 
operator of Wynn Macau 

and Wynn Palace, emerged as 
the market-share leader in the 
March survey, capturing 25% of 
the observed wager amounts, 
according to Citigroup,

However, the institution ex-
pressed surprise at MGM Chi-
na Holdings Ltd’s estimated 
21% share, placing it in third 
position.

The analysts, as cited in a 
GGRAsia report, highlighted 
that the gaming volumes ob-
served at MGM Cotai in Mar-
ch were comparable to those 

of the Appendix III of the Basic 
Law, which states the national 
laws enacted in Macau.

Kong said the camp will 
include tours to neighboring 
Zhuhai city or the cooperation 
zone in Hengqin, “so as to in-
crease students’ knowledge in 
the development of Macau and 
the country.”

The education bureau has 
also “coordinated” higher edu-
cation to established gene-
ral education courses on the 
Constitution and the Basic Law 
“when they review the curricu-
la of their existing Bachelor’s 
Degree programs, or approve 
those of their [] new programs.”

He also said the Universi-
ty of Macau and the Macau 
Polytechnic University had 
operated training programs, 
study camps, workshops and 
exchange tours to educate stu-

during the Chinese New Year 
in 2024, with around HKD1.09 
million distributed across 50 
players. 

They speculated that players 
were fond of the newly reno-
vated high-limit area at MGM 
Cotai. 

The survey’s “player of the 
month” placed a HKD400,000 
bet at the Supreme room at the 
MGM Macau on the peninsula, 
as noted by the analysts.

Citigroup said MGM China 
had introduced two additional 
baccarat tables with insurance 
bet options at MGM Macau, 
where a customer played using 
an insurance bet at a 10 to 1 

dents in “the successful imple-
mentation of ‘One country, two 
systems’ in Macau, for them to 
become patriotic.”

In addition to that, the edu-
cation official listed other con-
tent that focuses on building 
patriotism among students in 
local schools. This content falls 
within subjects such as ethics 
and civil education, common 
knowledge and history. Auxi-
liary materials concerning the 
Constitution and the Basic 
Law have also been published 
in support of patriotic educa-
tion.

The official said the educa-
tion bureau is working with a 
“professional entity or entities” 
to compile additional auxiliary 
educational materials titled 
National Security Education, 
which will also be used in the 
coming academic year.

payout ratio, resembling the 
behavior of a financial markets 
“option trader.”

Surprisingly, Citigroup ob-
served HKD1 million in total 
premium mass wagers at MGM 
Cotai for the second consecuti-
ve month, despite March not 
being a Chinese-mainland ho-
liday season.

In terms of operational 
trends, Citigroup reported that 
Melco Resorts & Entertainment 
Ltd transformed its Qi Long 
club at City of Dreams into a 
semi-open area, designating 
the Dragon Palace as the sole 
members-only premium mass 
room at the property. 
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TOYURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO

JAPAN’S central bank raised 
its benchmark interest rate 
yesterday for the first time 
in 17 years, ending a longs-

tanding policy of negative rates 
meant to boost the economy.

The Bank of Japan’s lending 
rate for overnight borrowing by 
banks was raised to a range of 0 to 
0.1% from minus 0.1% at a policy 
meeting that confirmed expecta-
tions of a shift away from ultra-lax 
monetary policy.

It was the first rate hike since 
February 2007. The negative in-
terest rate policy, combined with 
other measures to inject money 
into the economy and keep bor-
rowing costs low, “have fulfilled 
their roles,” Bank of Japan Gov. 
Kazuo Ueda told reporters.

The bank has an inflation tar-
get of 2% that it used as a ben-
chmark for whether Japan had 
finally escaped deflationary ten-

dencies. But it had remained cau-
tious about “normalizing” mo-
netary policy, or ending negative 
borrowing rates, even after data 
showed inflation at about that 
rate in recent months.

Ueda said there was “a positive 
cycle” of a gradual rise of wages 

and prices, while stressing that 
monetary policy will remain easy 
for some time.

Although private sector banks 
and other financial organizations 
will make their own decisions 
about rates, he said did not fore-
see any drastic rises. The central 

bank will watch for any big moves 
in rates, which would cause con-
fusion, he added.

“We made the decision becau-
se we foresaw stable and conti-
nuous 2% inflation,” he added.

Another factor supporting the 
shift: Japanese companies have 
announced relatively robust wage 
hikes for this year’s round of nego-
tiations with trade unions.

Wages and profits at com-
panies were improving, the Bank 
of Japan said, in releasing its latest 
decision, referring to “anecdotal” 
accounts as well as data it had ga-
thered lately.

“Japan’s economy has recove-
red moderately,” it said.

Market reaction was muted as 
the decision had been anticipated 
after Japanese media reports ear-
lier this week. Tokyo’s benchmark 
Nikkei 225 index gained nearly 
0.7% yesterday, while the dollar 
was steady at about 150 yen.

Analysts said the bank likely 

won’t rush to change its overall 
easy lending framework and will 
closely monitor prices.

Harumi Taguchi, principal 
economist at S&P Global Market 
Intelligence, said she believes in-
flation could begin falling below 
2% and wage increases may not 
necessarily lead to robust consu-
mer spending if people choose to 
save, rather than spend.

“While the bank’s decisions 
will contribute to improving the 
functioning of financial markets, 
the impact on the real economy 
is likely to be limited,” according 
to analysis by S&P Global Market 
Intelligence.

Ueda had repeatedly said the 
central bank would review its 
negative rate and other easing 
measures if the 2 percent inflation 
target was met and was accom-
panied by wage increases.

The Japanese central bank’s 
policy is quite different from 
those of the U.S. Federal Reserve 
and the European Central Bank. 
Both have been moving to lower 
interest rates after rapidly raising 
them to clamp down on inflation.

The Bank of Japan has kept 
borrowing costs extremely low for 
many years to encourage Japane-
se consumers and businesses to 
spend and invest to help sustain 
stronger economic growth.

Japan recently became the 
world’s fourth biggest economy, 
slipping behind Germany in ter-
ms of its nominal gross domestic 
product, or GDP. MDT/AP

FINANCE

Bank of Japan ends its negative 
interest rate policy, opting for 
its first hike in 17 years
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CRIME

Detention of three teens over gruesome 
killing of classmate sparks debate

HONG KONG

National security bill comes 
into law on March 23 
HONG Kong will enact 

the Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinance 
on Saturday, announced the 
city’s leader John Lee after 
the city’s legislature passed 
the bill on its third reading 
yesterday.

Calling it a historic mo-
ment for the city that has 
been overdue for 26 years, 
eight months and nine 
days, Lee said it was a glo-
rious mission jointly ac-
complished by the SAR 
government and the Legis-
lative Council and a proud 

moment that the SAR has 
made concerted efforts to 
write history.

Lee said the city has lived 
up to the expectations of 
the central government and 
the trust of the country by 
fulfilling this historic mis-
sion. He will sign the Safe-
guarding National Security 
Bill and gazette it on Satur-
day for promulgation. The 
government should also re-
port the law to the Standing 
Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, the na-
tion’s top legislature, for the 

record, as stipulated in Arti-
cle 17 of the Basic Law.

The Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinan-
ce, which aims to prevent 
and punish five types of 
crimes endangering natio-
nal security, was approved 
by lawmakers on its third 
reading yesterday evening, 
after passing its second rea-
ding and the consideration 
of the committee of the 
whole council earlier in the 
day.

In his speech, he also 
thanked the lawmakers for 

their efficiency, concerted 
efforts by his team and con-
tributions made by patriotic 
forces in supporting and 
advancing the legislation of 
Article 23 of the Basic Law. 

These efforts drew a satis-
factory conclusion to an is-
sue that has plagued the city 
for over 26 years, Lee said.

After the passage of the 
bill, Hong Kong is able to 

effectively safeguard natio-
nal security and focus on 
economic development at 
full speed to create a better, 
prosperous home, Lee said. 
CHINA DAILY

DAKE KANG, BEIJING

I
N the last recorded moments 
before the 13-year-old boy’s 
death, surveillance cameras 
showed him sitting on a scoo-

ter, surrounded by three classma-
tes. An hour later, his phone went 
dead, kicking off a frantic search 
by relatives.

The following day, police in a 
village in northern China’s Hebei 
province made a sickening dis-
covery: the boy’s body, buried un-
derneath a tarp in an abandoned 
vegetable greenhouse.

His three teenage classmates 
have been detained on suspicion 
of murdering the boy in a case 
that has riveted China, setting off 
outrage and frenzied debate over 
the young age of the suspects and 
soul-searching about bullying 
and social responsibility in the 
Chinese countryside.

Police in Feixiang district of 
Handan city identified the boy 
only by his last name, Wang. In a 
statement Sunday they said the 
boy had been killed on March 10 
and that the suspects were detai-
ned the following day. A police 
investigator told state broadcaster 
CCTV on Monday that the crime 
had been premeditated, with the 
suspects digging out the pit twice, 
once the day before and again the 
day of the killing.

Wang’s relatives and their at-
torney said in interviews with 
Chinese media and in posts on 
social media that the boy had long 
been a victim of bullying, and was 
forced to give money to one of his 
classmates before he was killed. 

They said police identified the 
suspected killers after reviewing 
the surveillance footage and 
questioning the classmates.

“He was beaten alive and his 
body was disfigured beyond re-
cognition,” Wang’s father wrote on 
Douyin, a Chinese social media 
platform. “I hope the government 
will be fair, open and just, punish 
them severely, and that the killers 
will pay with their lives!”

The case will be a test of a chan-
ge in the law in 2021 that lowered 
the age at which children could be 
charged with a crime from 14 to 
12 years old.

Wang’s father, aunt, and grand-
mother did not respond to re-
quests for comment. A person 
answering a phone number lis-
ted for their attorney’s law firm 
told The Associated Press to wait 

for comment, saying they were 
swamped with interview requests. 
A number for the principal of the 
boy’s school rang unanswered, as 
did numbers for relatives of two of 
the suspects.

The victim and the suspects are 
all under the age of 14. Media re-
ports said they were “left-behind” 
children, a phrase used to describe 
kids in the countryside often cared 
for by grandparents because their 
parents work in faraway cities.

As details of the tragedy emer-
ged last weekend, it renewed con-
cern over the social and psycholo-
gical welfare of such children, their 
exposure to violent content online 
and the ability of the country’s so-
cial services to care for them. Posts 
and videos from Wang’s relatives 
garnered millions of views and 
thousands of comments.

“The attention paid to the men-
tal health of minors in the coun-
tryside is too little,” said one com-
menter on Weibo, a Chinese social 
media platform. “I think this sort 
of thing could happen again.”

Zhang Dongshuo, a defense at-
torney in Beijing unaffiliated with 
the case, said that Wang’s death 
is the latest in a series of juvenile 
murder cases in China that have 
sparked debate on how old a child 
should be before being held res-
ponsible for a crime.

“Generally speaking, these 
kinds of cases involving minors 
are rare,” Zhang said. “But re-
cently more and more of these 
cases have been reported by the 
media, and it’s been triggering 
discussion in Chinese society 
over revising the age of criminal 
responsibility.”

In 2019, a 13-year-old boy who 
confessed to sexually assaulting 
and murdering a 10-year-old girl 
avoided criminal charges because 
Chinese law at the time stipulated 
that only those over the age of 14 
could be held criminally liable. 
Two years later, the age of crimi-
nal responsibility was lowered 
to 12, but the government man-
dated that prosecution only take 
place if approved by the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate, China’s hi-
ghest prosecuting authority.

Zhang added that the lack of 
parental guidance for “left behind” 
children has been a longstanding 
social issue, but that the question 
of how they should be raised has 
not been fully resolved.

“Many people think schools 
and the government should take 
responsibility for children’s edu-
cation, but that means if the re-
levant government departments 
and schools don’t educate them 
effectively, then it’s highly likely 
this minor is left in an educational 
vacuum,” he said.

A public statement from police 
asked the public not to spread ru-
mors to protect the victim’s priva-
cy and avoid further harm to the 
boy’s family.

His family has signaled they 
intend to pursue criminal char-
ges. In a video Wang’s father pos-
ted Monday, he said the sight of 
his son’s body was “crueler than I 
imagined.”

“Your father isn’t scared, he is 
only upset and furious,” Wang’s 
father wrote, addressing his son. 
“Wait for your father to avenge 
you!” MDT/AP

A main road in Handan, Hebei province
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S
ECRETARY of State An-
tony Blinken will unders-
core Washington’s “ironclad 
commitment” to its alliance 

with the Philippines, as clashes be-
tween Chinese and Filipino forces 
in the disputed South China Sea 
turn more hostile, the U.S. State De-
partment said.

Blinken, the latest high-level of-
ficial to visit the U.S. treaty ally, met 
his Philippine counterpart, Enrique 
Manalo yesterday, before planned 
meetings with Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and other top 
officials in Manila.

Next month, President Joe Bi-
den will host Marcos and Japane-
se Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
in a White House summit amid 
growing concerns over “increasin-
gly aggressive Chinese actions in 
the South China Sea and North Ko-
rea’s nuclear program.”

The Chinese coast guard blo-
cked and used water cannons 

against Philippine vessels in a con-
frontation two weeks ago that sli-
ghtly injured a Filipino admiral and 
four of his sailors near the disputed 
Second Thomas Shoal.

The March 5 faceoff in the high 
seas also caused two minor colli-
sions between Chinese and Phili-
ppine vessels and prompted Mani-
la’s Department of Foreign Affairs to 
summon China’s deputy ambassa-
dor to convey a protest against the 
Chinese coast guard’s actions, whi-
ch the Philippines said were unac-

ceptable.
Washington renewed a warning 

after the hostilities that it is obliga-
ted to defend the Philippines if Fi-
lipino forces, ships or aircraft come 
under an armed attack anywhere in 
the South China Sea.

The Chinese coast guard said 
that “it took control measures in ac-
cordance with the law against Phi-
lippine ships that illegally intruded 
into the waters adjacent to Ren’ai 
Reef,” the name Beijing uses for Se-
cond Thomas Shoal.

The Second Thomas Shoal, whi-
ch is occupied by a small Philippine 
navy contingent but surrounded 
by Chinese coast guard ships and 
other allied vessels, was the site of 
several tense skirmishes between 
Chinese and Philippine coast guard 
ships last year. But Filipino officials 
said the confrontation earlier this 
month was particularly serious be-
cause of the injuries sustained by 
its navy personnel and damage to 
their vessel.

In his meetings with Marcos 
and Manalo, Blinken will “advance 
shared economic priorities and un-
derscore the United States’ ironclad 
commitment to the U.S.-Philippi-
ne alliance,” the State Department 
said yesterday.

They will “discuss areas to dee-
pen U.S.-Philippine cooperation 
on a range of bilateral and global 
issues, including on regional pea-
ce and stability, human rights and 
democracy, economic prosperity” 
among others, the State Depart-
ment said.

Outside the presidential palace, 
dozens of left-wing activists tore a 
mock U.S. flag in a noisy rally yes-
terday to oppose Blinken’s visit and 
U.S. involvement in the long-sim-
mering territorial disputes.

Aside from China and the Phili-
ppines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan 
and Brunei also have overlapping 
claims in the resource-rich and 
busy waterway, a key global trade 
route.

Beijing claims almost the entire 
South China Sea. In the last deca-
de, China has turned barren reefs 
into seven islands that now serve 
as missile-protected island bases, 
including three with runways, 
that have bolstered its capability 
to fortify its territorial claims and 
patrols.

In response, Washington has 
been strengthening an arc of mi-
litary alliances and security rela-
tionships in the Indo-Pacific, inclu-
ding with the Philippines, Vietnam 
and other countries at odds with 
China in the disputed sea. MDT/AP

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken (left) shakes hands with Philippines’ 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique Manalo at the Sofitel Hotel in Manila, yesterday

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Blinken to underline ‘ironclad’ 
support for Philippines in disputed sea
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WORLD 國際

The football World Cup has been stolen while on 
exhibition at Central Hall in Westminster, London.

The £30,000 solid gold Jules Rimet trophy disa-
ppeared while a church service was taking place in 
another part of the building.

Thieves removed the cup from the “Sport with 
Stamps” display at the Stampex exhibition, but 
stamps worth £3m were left behind.

At least two guards were in the hall at the time 
of the theft. Alsa-Guard, the security firm at the 
exhibition, was not available for comment.

Delegates from current cup-holders Brazil left 
the cup in custody of the Federation of Interna-
tional Football Association (Fifa) last week.

The trophy was to be the centre-piece of the 
World Cup tournament being hosted by Britain 
later this year.

Vice-chairman of the Football Association 
Council, Jack Stewart, was reluctant to accept 
blame for the trophy’s disappearance.

But he said: “We are responsible for it in the end 
because we are the organizing association.”

Detectives and forensics experts are investiga-
ting the break-in and have appealed for anyone 
who was in Central Hall to contact Scotland Yard.

Police say a suspicious-looking man was seen 
in the building at the time of the theft. He is des-
cribed as being in his early 30s, of average height 
with thin lips, greased black hair and a possible 
scar on his face.

The Jules Rimet trophy is named after a French 
lawyer who was a president of FIFA and initiated 
the World Cup competition in 1929.

Brazil have been holders of the Cup for the last 
eight years, after winning both the 1958 and 1962 
competitions.

Courtesy BBC News

1966 Football’s 
World Cup stolen

In context

Several days of anxiety and frustration fol-
lowed the Cup’s theft.
Brazil said it was a sacrilege that would never 
have been committed in Brazil where even its 
thieves loved football too much.
But the trophy was eventually found by Pick-
les, a mongrel dog, out for a walk with his 
owner, on 27 March in south London.
Later that year it was England who won the 
World Cup, but in 1970 Brazil was allowed to 
keep the trophy for ever, after winning the 
competition for the third time.
The replacement trophy remains the prize for 
the World Cup to this day.
The Jules Rimet cup was stolen again in 1983 
- in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It has never been 
recovered.

this day in history

USA ELECTIONS

Trump says Jews who 
vote for Democrats ‘hate 
Israel’ and their religion

identify as Democrats, but 
Trump has often accused 
them of disloyalty, perpe-
tuating what critics say is 
an antisemitic trope.

At the White House, 
spokesperson Andrew Bates 
cast the comments as “vile 
and unhinged Antisemitic 
rhetoric” without mentio-
ning Trump by name.

“As Antisemitic crimes 
and acts of hate have in-
creased across the world — 
among them the deadliest 
attack committed against 
the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust — leaders have 
an obligation to call hate 
what it is and bring Ameri-
cans together against it,” he 
said. “There is no justifica-
tion for spreading toxic, fal-
se stereotypes that threaten 
fellow citizens. None.”

Biden’s campaign said, 
“The only person who 
should be ashamed here is 
Donald Trump.”

“Trump is going to lose 
again this November be-
cause Americans are sick of 
his hateful resentment, per-
sonal attacks, and extreme 
agenda,” said spokesman 
James Singer.

Jonathan Greenblatt, 
who heads the Anti-Defa-
mation League, said, “Ac-
cusing Jews of hating their 
religion because they mi-
ght vote for a particular 
party is defamatory & pa-

tently false.”
“Serious leaders who 

care about the historic US-
-Israel alliance should focus 
on strengthening, rather 
than unraveling, biparti-
san support for the State of 
Israel,” he wrote on X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

Trump’s comments come 
as Biden has been facing 
mounting pressure from 
the progressive wing of his 
party over his administra-
tion’s support for Israel in 
its retaliatory offensive in 
Gaza. More than 30,000 Pa-
lestinians have been killed 
since Hamas attacked Israel 
on Oct. 7, according to the 
Health Ministry in the Ha-
mas-ruled territory.

While Biden continues to 
back Israel’s right to defend 
itself, he has increasingly 
criticized Netanyahu. After 
his State of the Union spee-
ch, he said he needed to 
have a “come to Jesus” con-
versation with the Israeli 
leader. He has also accused 
Netanyahu of “hurting Is-
rael more than helping Is-
rael,” saying, “he must pay 
more attention to the in-
nocent lives being lost as a 
consequence of the actions 
taken.”

Trump took particular is-
sue with recent comments 
from Senate Majority Lea-
der Chuck Schumer, the 
country’s highest-ranking 

Jewish official. In a speech 
last week, Schumer shar-
ply criticized Netanyahu’s 
handling of the war in Gaza, 
warning that the civilian 
toll was damaging Israel’s 
standing around the world. 
He also called for Israel to 
hold new elections.

While the White House 
formally distanced itself 
from Schumer’s commen-
ts, the Democratic leader 
and key ally was voicing an 
opinion increasingly held 
across Biden’s administra-
tion.

Schumer — whom Trump 
accused of being “very an-
ti-Israel now” — respon-
ded by accusing Trump of 
“making highly partisan 
and hateful rants.”

“To make Israel a parti-
san issue only hurts Israel 
and the US-Israeli rela-
tionship,” he wrote on X.

The Pew Research Center 
reported in 2021 that Jews 
are “among the most con-
sistently liberal and Demo-
cratic groups in the U.S.,” 
with 7 in 10 Jewish adults 
identifying with or leaning 
toward the Democratic Par-
ty. In 2020, it found that 
nearly three-quarters of 
American Jews disapproved 
of Trump’s performance as 
president, with just 27% ra-
ting him positively.

Americans have also in-
creasingly soured on Israel’s 
military operation in Gaza, 
according to surveys from 
The Associated Press and 
the NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. In January, 
50% of U.S. adults said the 
military response from Is-
rael in the Gaza Strip had 
gone too far, up from 40% 
in November.

That number was hi-
gher among Democrats, 
6 in 10 of whom said the 
same thing in both surveys. 
MDT/AP

JILL COLVIN, NEW YORK

F
ORMER President 
Donald Trump 
yesterday [Macau 
time] charged that 

Jews who vote for Demo-
crats “hate Israel” and hate 
“their religion,” igniting a 
firestorm of criticism from 
the White House and Jewish 
leaders.

Trump, in an interview, 
had been asked about De-
mocrats’ growing criticism 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu over 
his handling of the war in 
Gaza as the civilian death 
toll continues to mount.

“I actually think they 
hate Israel,” Trump respon-
ded to his former aide, Se-
bastian Gorka. “I think they 
hate Israel. And the Demo-
crat party hates Israel.”

Trump, who last week be-
came the Republican Par-
ty’s presumptive nominee, 
went on to charge: “Any 
Jewish person that votes for 
Democrats hates their reli-
gion. They hate everything 
about Israel and they shou-
ld be ashamed of themsel-
ves because Israel will be 
destroyed.”

The comments sparked 
immediate backlash from 
the White House, President 
Joe Biden’s campaign and 
Jewish leaders. The vast ma-
jority of Jewish Americans 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  500 sheets; 5- Tip off; 10- Hill toy; 14- ___ extra cost; 15- Less common; 

16- Prefix with dynamic; 17- Western pact; 18- Sleeping disorder; 19- Gambling mecca; 
20- Sloping letter; 22- Guest; 24- Blond shade; 25- Depend; 26- Repairman; 30- Chart 
anew; 35- Brian of rock; 36- 401(k) kin; 37- Join forces; 38- Created by humans; 41- 
Becomes visible; 43- Body of salt water; 44- Legal conclusion?; 45- Manhattan museum, 
familiarly; 46- Eye sores; 47- Hunger pangs; 50- Formerly, formerly; 53- Sportage 
maker; 54- Frying pan; 58- Country; 62- Feminine suffix; 63- Wrist bones; 66- Shipping 
deduction; 67- Withered; 68- Shake like ___; 69- Legendary singer James; 70- Crystal 
gazer; 71- Tubular pasta; 72- Take five;
 
DOWN 1- Wife of a rajah; 2- French state; 3- Organization to promote theater; 4- 
Dough; 5- Spider; 6- Once around the track; 7- West end?; 8- Actor Christopher; 9- Bring 
up the rear; 10- Rani’s wrap; 11- Internet writing system that popularized “pwn3d” and 
“n00b”; 12- Cube maker Rubik; 13- Entrance; 
21- This ___ test...; 23- Thick sweet liquid; 
25- Color TV pioneer; 26- Office notes; 27- 
Put into law; 28- Brooklyn’s ___ Island; 29- 
Dander; 31- U-turn from WSW; 32- Orange 
Bowl site; 33- ___ Grows in Brooklyn; 34- 
Nuisances; 39- Ginnie ___; 40- First name 
in photography; 41- Sun Devils’ sch.; 42- 
Switchblade; 44- CPR expert; 48- Spy org.; 
49- Madman at the tea party; 51- Summary; 
52- No longer fresh; 54- Cong. meeting; 55- 
Joint with a cap; 56- As to; 57- Lewd look; 59- 
Must’ve been something ___; 60- Scraps; 
61- Tidy, without fault; 64- Stimpy’s pal; 65- 
Metal container used for frying; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Advance personal passion 
projects. Grow like a weed, with 
the Sun in your sign. Achieve 
dreamy objectives. You’re in your 
element this month.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You’re especially productive 
behind closed doors this month. 
Complete old projects under the 
Aries Sun. Savor spiritual and 
natural connection.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Network and share with 
friends and allies. Community 
connections flower. Get into a 
four-week social phase, with the 
Sun in Aries. Teamwork wins.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The next month can get fun at 
work. The Sun in Aries energizes 
professional growth. Advance 
your career. Your status and 
influence are rising.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Get obsessed with a fascinating 
exploration. Begin a month-
long travel and expansion phase. 
Indulge your curiosity, with the Sun 
in Aries. Investigate the possibilities.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Energize a lucrative project. Share 
financial support with your partner, 
with the Sun in Aries. Invest for 
long-term growth together. Make 
plans and preparations.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Friendship feeds your spirit. 
Partnership flowers under the 
Aries Sun. Work and have fun 
together with your partner. Share 
support, laughter and romance.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Take care of  business. Prioritize 
health, fitness and vitality, with 
the Sun in Aries for a month. 
Reconnect with nature. Energize 
your work.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re lucky in love, fun and games, 
with the Sun in Aries. You’re 
attracted, and attractive. Deepen 
a connection. Develop passion 
projects. Get creative.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Prepare treats together. Develop 
household improvement projects 
with the Sun in Aries. Domestic 
chores and delights take 
precedence.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Keep the wheels in motion for a 
lucrative month, with the Sun in 
Aries. Energize your cash flow. 
Make hay while the sun shines. 
Document discoveries.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Studies and research flourish, with 
the Sun in Aries. Satiate your 
curiosity this month. Indulge your 
passion for learning. Explore and 
investigate. 
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WHEN Sabine Thonke joined 
a recent demonstration in 

Berlin against Germany’s far-right 
party, it was the first time in years 
she felt hopeful that the growing 
power of the extremists in her 
country could be stopped.

Thonke, 59, had been following 
the rise of the Alternative for Ger-
many, or AfD, with unease. But 
when she heard about a plan to 
deport millions of people, she felt 
called to action.

“I never thought such inhuman 
ideas would be gaining popularity 
in Germany again. I thought we 
had learned the lessons from our 
past,” Thonke said.

Many Germans believed their 
country had developed an immu-
nity to nationalism and assertions 
of racial superiority after confron-
ting the horrors of its Nazi past 
through education and laws to 
outlaw persecution.

They were wrong.
If an election were held today, 

the AfD would be the second lar-
gest party, according to polls.

But national polls camouflage 
an important division: the AfD 
has disproportionate support in 
the formerly communist and less 
prosperous eastern states of Ger-
many.

After the fall of communism in 
1989 and the unification of East 
and West Germany a year later, 
many people in the five eastern 
states lost not only their jobs but 
their collective past, leaving them 
disoriented and helpless in the ca-
pitalist system.

The AfD’s rise has been prope-
lled by anger over inflation and, 
above all, rising immigration. The 
EU received 1.1 million asylum re-
quests in 2023, the highest num-
ber since 2015. Germany got by 
far the largest number of claims — 
more than 300,000 — mostly from 
Syria, Afghanistan and Turkey. The 
country has also taken in more 
than a million Ukrainian refugees 
displaced by Russia’s invasion.

Voters in Germany and across 
Europe are increasingly empowe-
ring far-right nationalist parties 
who promise to restrict immigra-
tion and, in some cases, constrain 
democratic freedoms of religion, 
of expression, of the right to pro-
test. These forces have bubbled 
up in France, Italy, the Nether-
lands and Austria.

THE LESSONS OF 
WORLD WAR II

After 1945, West Germans grew 
up with the guiding principle that 
there should “never again” be a 
dictatorship on German soil. West 
German leaders made visits to Is-
rael and apologized to the coun-

tries occupied by the Nazis, while 
schoolchildren were taken to see 
concentration camps or Holo-
caust memorials.

But in the East, a self-declared 
anti-fascist society, young people 
were taught that they were only 
the descendants of the Nazis’ vic-
tims.

Thonke, who works at Berlin’s 
water utility, grew up in Bavaria, 
which was part of West Germany 
before reunification in 1990. She 
said she did not speak much with 
her grandparents — the Nazi ge-
neration — about what happe-
ned during the Third Reich, but 
learned about Adolf Hitler’s rise 
to power and the Holocaust in 
school.

Today’s far right is using similar 
tactics, she said, exploiting peo-
ple’s fears to win their trust and 
their votes.

“I understand that many peo-
ple are worn out from all these cri-
ses — the coronavirus pandemic, 
the war in Ukraine, the many mi-
grants, inflation — and that they 
are afraid that things are going to 
get worse,” Thonke said. “But the 
solutions the AfD offers won’t sol-
ve any of these problems.”

Polls show the AfD as the top 
party in the eastern states of Sa-
xony and Thuringia, with roughly 
35% support in each. Both states 
have elections this fall, along with 
the eastern state of Brandenburg, 
where the AfD is also expected to 
make strong gains.

The AfD’s appeal is particular-
ly strong among men — about 
two-thirds of its voters are male — 
and, increasingly, younger voters. 
In the last state elections in Hesse 

and Bavaria in October, AfD made 
significant gains among voters 24 
and younger.

The party is far more internet-
-savvy than its rivals, making use 
of social media to get its message 
out to young people. At the same 
time, AfD officials often avoid 
talking to mainstream media re-
porters and sometimes don’t ac-
credit journalists they perceive as 
too critical to their party conven-
tions.

The party has benefited from 
voters’ deep frustration with 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz. His go-
vernment came to power over 
two years ago with a progressive, 
modernizing agenda, but now is 
viewed by many as dysfunctional 
and incapable.

The AfD’s Thuringia branch is 
particularly radical and was put 
under official surveillance by the 
domestic intelligence service four 
years ago as a “proven right-wing 
extremist” group.

AfD’s Thuringia leader, Bjoern 
Hoecke, has at various times es-
poused revisionist views of Ger-
many’s Nazi past. In 2018, he cal-
led the Holocaust memorial in 
Berlin a “monument of shame” 
and called for Germany to make 
a “180-degree turn” in the way it 
remembers its past.

“The AfD is a nationalist party, 
and nationalists want to be proud 
of their history, and anyone who 
wants to be very proud of German 
history must of course minimize, 
play down, or even deny the sha-
me of the Nazi crimes in order to 
be able to tell the story of national 
greatness,” said Jens-Christian 
Wagner, a historian and the head 

of the Buchenwald Memorial, a 
former concentration camp in 
Thuringia, where the Nazis killed 
more than 56,000 people.

Attacks on the former con-
centration camp have stepped 
up massively in recent months: 
Wagner says this is because of the 
“revisionist, antisemitic and racist 
slogans” promoted by the AfD.

A WAKE-UP CALL
Since January, a wave of protes-

ts against the far right has swept 
across Germany, triggered by a 
report that right-wing extremists 
met to discuss the deportation of 
millions of immigrants, including 
some with German citizenship.

AfD members were present at 
the meeting, along with Martin 
Sellner, a persuasive young Aus-
trian with neo-Nazi links and con-
victions for violent extremism.

The meeting, in November, 
bore an eerie resemblance to the 
Wannsee Conference, when the 
Nazis agreed to the so-called “final 
solution” — the systematic roun-
d-ups that led to the murder of 6 
million Jews.

Just like in the winter of 1942, 
when senior Nazi officials met 
covertly in a villa by a lake outsi-
de Berlin, the recent meeting also 
took place in secrecy at a villa not 
far from the German capital.

AfD party leaders have sought 
to distance themselves from the 
meeting, saying the party had no 
organizational or financial links to 
the event, that it wasn’t responsi-
ble for what was discussed there 
and members who attended did 
so in a purely personal capacity.

AfD chief whip in parliament, 

Bernd Baumann, complained 
that his party faces a “devious 
campaign by politicians and jour-
nalists from the ruined left-green 
class.”

“Little private debating clubs 
are being blown up into secret 
meetings that are a danger to the 
public,” he said.

Still, week after week, millions 
of Germans have turned out to 
protest, attending events with 
slogans such as “Never Again is 
Now,” “Against Hate” and “Defend 
Democracy.”

Demonstrations in cities such 
as Berlin, Munich, Hamburg or 
Duesseldorf, have drawn hun-
dreds of thousands of participan-
ts at a time — so many that autho-
rities have had to end some mar-
ches early due to safety concerns 
with overcrowded streets.

People also turned out for pro-
tests in smaller towns and even 
held weekly vigils in their nei-
ghborhoods to express their frus-
tration with growing support for 
far-right populism at the ballot 
box.

More than 2.4 million people 
have so far joined the anti-AfD 
protests which began in mid-Ja-
nuary, according to the German 
interior ministry. The organizers 
of the demonstrations estima-
te more than 3.6 million people 
have participated.

Among them was Thonke, who 
went to two pro-democracy rallies 
in Berlin, relieved that the country 
was, as she put it, “waking up.”

“I no longer have this feeling of 
powerlessness that I had during 
the last years while watching the 
rise and success of the AfD,” she 
said, adding that the government 
must do more.

“The government needs to find 
solutions for the migration crisis, 
otherwise the AfD will continue 
to exploit this topic for their own 
purposes and become even more 
powerful,” she said.

Earlier waves of protests 
against the anti-Islam and anti-
-immigration movement PEGI-
DA eventually ran out of steam, 
although they weren’t as large as 
the anti-AfD movement that is 
building.

Still, the AfD is riding high. In 
December, it marked another 
milestone, when for the first time 
its candidate won a mayoral elec-
tion in a midsized town: Pirna, in 
Saxony.

Now the party is setting its si-
ghts on elections for the European 
Parliament in June. If Thonke and 
her fellow protesters want to push 
back the far right, they will have 
to persuade their compatriots not 
just to protest, but to turn out in 
large numbers at the ballot box. 
MDT/AP

People hold up their cell phones as they protest the far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD party, and right-wing extremism in 
front of the parliament building in Berlin, last January

HISTORY

After confronting their Nazi past, 
Germans not immune to nationalism
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner is flanked by his wife Geri Alliwell after the Formula One Saudi Arabian Grand Prix at the 
Jeddah Corniche Circuit, earlier this month

ANALYSIS

F1 needs to take control of 
the Red Bull drama as Horner 
accuser files FIA complaint

JENNA FRYER, 
MDT/AP AUTO RACING 
WRITER

I
F Christian Horner 
had his way, this 
messy saga over an 
allegation of mis-

conduct made against 
him by an employee wou-
ld be forgotten by now.

He was cleared of 
wrongdoing by parent 
company Red Bull ahead 
of Formula 1’s season-
-opening race last month 
and Horner has delivered 
on his “business as usual” 
promise. Max Verstappen 
and Sergio Perez have 
gone 1-2 the first two ra-
ces for Red Bull, and Hor-
ner, alongside his former 
pop star wife, has cele-
brated as Verstappen won 
for the 18th and 19th time 
in the last 20 races.

Enough is enough 
about the personal stuff, 
Horner complained after 
the second Red Bull rout: 
“I think it is time now to 
draw a line under it.”

It doesn’t seem to be 
going away.

The investigation into 
Horner will again be a top 
topic when F1 this week 
goes to Melbourne for 
the Australian Grand Prix. 
The employee who accu-
sed Horner of misconduct 
has been suspended by 
parent company Red Bull.

A communications 
team has now been hired 
by the employee, The As-
sociated Press has lear-
ned. The employee has 
both exercised the right 
to appeal Red Bull’s clea-
rance of Horner, and as 
of “end of last week,” had 
filed a formal complaint 
with F1 governing body 
FIA, the communications 
firm confirmed Monday.

The FIA says only that 
any complaint would go 
to an independent com-
pliance officer and ethi-
cs committee. Those are 
separate from the FIA, 
which happens to be cur-
rently investigating its 
own president over two 
whistleblower complain-
ts. If that seems contra-
dictory, welcome to the 
party.

F1 and its American 
owner, Liberty Media Co., 
have said nothing. Nei-
ther has any legal grou-
nds to take any sort of 
action against Red Bull 
Racing; F1 says it’s up to 
the FIA.

Only one of Red Bull’s 
sponsors has publi-
cly demanded answers, 
and Ford Motor Co. fou-
nd that Red Bull really 
doesn’t care what its fu-

ture engine partner wan-
ts to know. The report 
that cleared Horner of 
misconduct has allege-
dly been withheld from 
anyone who has asked to 
see it, including stakehol-
ders with millions pegged 
on the stability and exce-
llence of Red Bull and its 
competitors.

So on the season has 
gone, already a Red 
Bull runaway. Horner 
hasn’t missed a thing, 
remaining in his role as 
team principal with for-
mer “Spice Girl” wife, 
Geri Halliwell, by his side 
in celebratory support.

The easy punchline is 
wondering if all this dra-
ma will warrant, say, a 
2-hour Netflix special on 
“Drive To Survive” but the 
truth is that serious alle-
gations are being swept 
under the rug without 
transparency and almost 
certainly without the 
approval of the employee 
who brought the com-
plaint.

F1 can’t be a real sport 
if something official isn’t 
done to investigate Red 
Bull, can it?

Red Bull would cer-
tainly be under a diffe-
rent level of scrutiny if 
it operated as a United 
States team, The NFL or 
NBA or MLB would all 
certainly investigate Red 
Bull and have smothered 
this a month ago before 
it became a watershed 
moment in a test of the 
entire series. Even if 
some details were kept 
private, punishments 
would not.

The FIA rules required 
a complaint to be lodged 
and now, officially, one 
has been lodged.

Someone has to step 
up and push this toward 
resolution, to show lea-
dership of a series that 
has done nothing but 
grow in popularity for the 
past decade-plus. The 
FIA seems toothless here; 
it is still stinging from 
its offseason investiga-
tion into the potential 
sharing of information 
between Mercedes boss 

Toto Wolff, and his wife, 
Susie, who as head of the 
F1 Academy is an F1 em-
ployee.

The FIA said there had 
been a complaint; the 
next day, all nine other 
teams released identi-
cally worded statements 
denying they’d complai-
ned and the FIA quickly 
closed the investigation. 
Susie Wolf is still awai-
ting an apology from the 
FIA.

This topic has sucked 
all the air out of the room 
for F1. Nothing else mat-
ters right now, from Lewis 
Hamilton’s final season 
at Mercedes and the lea-
dership changes at Haas 
to Michael Andretti’s fai-
led bid to join F1 and the 
FIA’s other investigations. 
All of that is secondary to 
Red Bull telling everyone 
to mind their own busi-
ness.

Someone has to show 
what kind of business F1 
really is by demanding 
something more out of 
Red Bull. Be it F1, or the 
FIA, or every sponsor tied 
to Red Bull right now, 
someone needs to clean 
this up.

Or is everyone just 
going to take Red Bull’s 
word for it?
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US Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin vowed 
Tuesday that the U.S. 
will continue to support 
Ukraine’s war effort 
against Russia, even 
as the U.S. Congress 
remains stalled over 
funding to send 
additional weapons to 
the front. “The United 
States will not let 
Ukraine fail,” said Austin, 
addressing more than 
50 defense leaders from 
Europe and around the 
world who are meeting at 
the Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany. “This coalition 
will not let Ukraine fail. 
And the free world will 
not let Ukraine fail.”

Armenia’s prime minister 
said yesterday that the 
Caucasus nation needs 
to quickly delimitate the 
border with neighboring 
Azerbaijan to avoid a 
new round of hostilities. 
Speaking to residents of 
the village of Voskepar 
in the Tavush region on 
border with Azerbaijan, 
Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan warned that 
Armenia’s refusal to 
delineate the border 
could trigger a new 
confrontation.

Vatican Several 
prominent lawyers 
have published stinging 
academic critiques and 
legal opinions about 
the Vatican’s recently 
concluded “trial of the 
century,” highlighting 
violations of basic 
defense rights and 
rule of law norms that 
they warn could have 
consequences for the 
Holy See going forward. 
The opinions cite Pope 
Francis’ role in the 
trial, since he secretly 
changed Vatican law 
four times during the 
investigation to benefit 
prosecutors. And they 
call into question the 
independence and 
impartiality of the tribunal 
since its judges swear 
obedience to Francis, 
who can hire and fire 
them at will.

Sex trade to slavery: a UN agency 
says criminals reap $236B a year in profits

Illegal profits from forced labor worldwide have risen to the “obscene” 
amount of $236 billion per year, the U.N. labor agency reported yester-
day, with sexual exploitation to blame for three-fourths of the take from 
a business that deprives migrants of money they can send home, swipes 
jobs from legal workers, and allows the criminals behind it to dodge taxes.

The International Labor Organization said the tally for 2021, the most 
recent year covered in the painstaking international study, marked an in-
crease of 37%, or $64 billion, compared with its last estimate published a 
decade ago. That’s a result of both more people being exploited and more 
cash generated from each victim, ILO said.

“$236 billion. This is the obscene level of annual profit generated from 
forced labor in the world today,” the first line of the report’s introduction 
said.

That figure represents earnings “effectively stolen from the pockets of 
workers” by those who coerce them to work, as well as money taken from 
remittances of migrants and lost tax revenue for governments.

Forced labor can encourage corruption, strengthen criminal networks 
and incentivize further exploitation, ILO said.

Its director-general, Gilbert Houngbo, wants international cooperation 
to fight the racket.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

PIERRE-RICHARD 
LUXAMA, 
PORT-AU-PRINCE

GANGS attacked two 
upscale neighborhoods 

in Haiti’s capital yesterday 
[Macau time] in a rampa-
ge that left at least a dozen 
people dead in surrounding 
areas.

Gunmen looted homes in 
the communities of Laboule 
and Thomassin before sun-
rise, forcing residents to flee 
as some called radio stations 
pleading for police. The nei-
ghborhoods had remained 
largely peaceful despite a 
surge in violent gang attacks 
across Port-au-Prince that 
began on Feb. 29.

An Associated Press pho-
tographer saw the bodies of 
at least 12 men strewn on the 
streets of Pétionville, located 
just below the mountainous 
communities of Laboule and 
Thomassin.

Crowds began gathering 
around the victims. One was 
lying face up on the street 
surrounded by a scattered 
deck of cards and another 
found face down inside a pi-
ck-up truck known as a “tap-
-tap” that operates as a taxi. A 
woman at one of the scenes 
collapsed and had to be held 
by others after learning that a 
relative of hers was killed.

“Abuse! This is abuse!” 
cried out one Haitian man 
who did not want to be iden-

tified as he raised his arms 
and stood near one of the vic-
tims. “People of Haiti! Wake 
up!” An ambulance arrived 
shortly afterward and made 
its way through Pétionville, 
collecting the victims.

“We woke up this mor-
ning to find bodies in the 
street in our community 
of Pétionville,” said Dou-
ce Titi, who works at the 
mayor’s office. “Ours is not 
that kind of community. We 
will start working to remo-
ve those bodies before the 
children start walking by to 
go to school and the ven-
dors start to arrive.”

It was too late for some, 
though. A relative of one of 
the victims hugged a young 
boy close to his chest, with 
his head turned away from 
the scene.

The most recent attacks 
raised concerns that gang 
violence would not cease 
despite Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry announcing nearly a 
week ago that he would re-
sign once a transitional pre-
sidential council is created, 
a move that gangs had been 
demanding.

Gangs have long oppo-
sed Henry, saying he was 
never elected by the people 
as they blame him for dee-
pening poverty, but critics of 
gangs accuse them of trying 
to seize power for themsel-
ves or for unidentified Hai-
tian politicians.

Also yesterday, Haiti’s 
power company announ-
ced that four substations in 
the capital and elsewhere 
“were destroyed and rende-
red completely dysfunctio-
nal.” As a result, swaths of 
Port-au-Prince were without 
power, including the Cite 
Soleil slum, the Croix-des-
-Bouquets community and 
a hospital.

The company said crimi-
nals also seized important 
documents, cables, inver-
ters, batteries and other 
items.

As gang violence conti-
nues unabated, Caribbean 
leaders have been helping 
with the creation of a tran-
sitional council. It was ori-
ginally supposed to have 
seven members with voting 
powers. But one political 
party in Haiti rejected the 
seat they were offered, and 
another is still squabbling 
over who should be nomi-
nated.

Meanwhile, the deploy-
ment of a U.N.-backed 
Kenyan police force to fight 
gangs in Haiti has been de-
layed, with the East African 
country saying it would wait 
until the transitional council 
is established.

In a bid to curb the re-
lentless violence, Haiti’s go-
vernment announced Sun-
day that it was extending a 
nighttime curfew through 
March 20. MDT/AP

HAITI

Gangs unleash new 
attacks on upscale 
areas in Port-Au-
Prince, 12 killed
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Israel should 
negotiate in good faith

The fierce international criticism of the civilian 
losses caused by its military campaign in Gaza, the 
looming uncertainties with the approach of US pre-
sidential election, as well as the domestic anger over 
the Benjamin Netanyahu government’s inability to 
have the hostages held by Hamas released should all 
spur Tel Aviv to cherish the opportunity of negotia-
tions, albethey indirect, with Hamas in Qatar.

Late last week, Hamas presented a new cease-fire 
plan to end the conflict in Gaza that includes the re-
lease of Israeli captives in exchange for Palestinian 
prisoners in the hope that it would be a three-phased 
truce, with each stage lasting 42 days. Although the 
Netanyahu government called it “unrealistic”, it has 
still sent negotiators to Doha.

That the Joe Biden administration still backs the 
Netanyahu government suggests that the talks will 
not be fruitful. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
commenting on Israel’s proposed Rafah offensive on 
Friday even said that the US needed to see a “clear 
and implementable plan”, which includes getting ci-
vilians “out of harm’s way”. That has led to speculation 
that Tel Aviv’s approval on Friday of a plan for a grou-
nd offensive against Rafah, a city in the south of the 
Gaza Strip, where at least 1.4 million Palestinian refu-
gees have taken shelter, is just a bluff to give a leverage 
to its negotiation team in the talks with Hamas, via 
mediators of Qatar and Egypt, on Monday.

That seems unlikely. Netanyahu told the media that 
a potential peace agreement with the Palestinians 
“that makes Israel so weak and unable to defend it-
self” would “set peace backward and not forward”, 
indicating as long as he is kept in the post bringing 
back the hostages is only a secondary goal of the on-
going offensive, and his objective is to enable Israel to 
have control over the region where Palestinians live. 
That’s why, after the Oct 7 Hamas attack on Israel, he 
has repeatedly railed against the establishment of a 
Palestinian state alongside Israel, arguing it would 
be a reward for “terrorism”, though much of the in-
ternational community endorses the idea as the only 
lasting solution.

Notably, as reported, some of the issues related to 
the negotiations will still need to be weighed and 
approved by Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant. That means the Netanyahu government will 
hold a wait-and-see attitude on the talks, presenting 
it with a means to vent off pressure. What it remains 
open to is not a cease-fire, or peace based on the two-
-state solution, but how much progress it can make in 
getting the hostages released, and more importantly 
the extent to which it can consolidate and fix its gains 
as future strategic assets of Israel.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz certainly considers 
a ground offensive against Rafah a distinct possibili-
ty. In his statement after meeting with Netanyahu on 
Sunday, Scholz said pointedly: “Terrorism cannot be 
stopped by military means alone, political activity is 
also needed.”

Other Western countries, including the Netherlands 
and Australia, which resumed its support for the Uni-
ted Nations’ aid system in Gaza last week, also ex-
pressed similar points of view, telling Tel Aviv enou-
gh is enough. US Republican Senate leader Chuck 
Schumer even called for Israel to hold new elections, 
sparking an angry pushback from Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party, which said Israel “is not a banana republic”.

For the Netanyahu government, therefore, the ne-
gotiations with Hamas appear to be a window of 
opportunity to prepare for the implementation of the 
Rafah campaign, the last strong foothold of Hamas in 
Gaza, rather than what they should be: an opportu-
nity to find a way to end the conflict and put a stop 
to the rising death toll and worsening humanitarian 
crisis there.
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A person lifts a sheet to look at the identity of a body lying on the ground after an overnight shooting in the 
Petion Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince


