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HOTEL OCCUPANCY RATE SHOWS A 
SIGNIFICANT BOOST COMPARED TO 
PREVIOUS YEAR, REACHING 90% IN 
FEBRUARY, ACCORDING TO MGTO
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Chinese electric vehicle 
makers are showcasing 
their latest models, 
including a flying car, 
as they take on global 
rivals at the Bangkok 
International Motor 
Show. Companies like 
BYD, XPeng and Great 
Wall Motors are quickly 
growing their sales in 
Thailand, challenging 
longstanding market 
leaders like Toyota, Isuzu 
and Ford, as they expand 
exports across the globe.

Pakistan A suicide 
bomber in northwest 
Pakistan rammed his 
explosive-laden car into 
a vehicle yesterday, killing 
five Chinese nationals 
and their Pakistani driver, 
police said. The attack 
happened in Shangla, 
a district in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
local police chief Bakhat 
Zahir said. He added 
that the five killed were 
construction workers and 
engineers heading to the 
Dasu Dam, the biggest 
hydropower project in 
Pakistan, where they 
worked.

Indian police detained 
dozens of opposition 
protesters yesterday 
to stop them from 
marching to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
residence to demand the 
release of their leader 
and top elected official of 
New Delhi arrested last 
week in a bribery case. 
Nearly 300 supporters of 
Arvind Kejriwal gathered 
at India’s Parliament 
House to begin their 
march. Policemen, some 
in riot gear, surrounded 
the protesters and 
detained some.

MACAU BRIDGE, THE FOURTH

Air Quality Moderate
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CLIMATE CHANGE
Macau sweats on 

record-hot March day 

 P2

 P3

New harbor bridge named ‘Macau Bridge’, amid indifference and 
criticism mostly deploring authorities’ lack of creativity
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First day of Cotai hospital 
ultrasound imaging 
serves two patients

The Cotai hospital opened the ultrasound 
imaging service for patients referred 
by the Health Bureau (SSM) on Monday 
and served two patients on the same 
day, according to a statement from the 
public-private medical facility. The same 
statement said that the new hospital 
will gradually accept patients referred 
by the SSM to ultrasound imaging and 
radiography services from March, with a 
view to prioritizing public medical services. 
Currently, the hospital will only serve such 
patients in the afternoon on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Forum Macau showcase 
hall temporarily 
suspended for four weeks

The China-Portuguese-speaking 
Countries Commercial and Trade Service 
Platform showcase hall and the Macao 
Ideas presentation corner, located at the 
basement of the Complex of Commerce 
and Trade Co-operation Platform for China 
and Portuguese-speaking Countries, will be 
closed for renovation for four weeks starting 
Mar. 28, the government announced in a 
statement yesterday. The government 
added that during the suspension period, 
interested parties may avail themselves of 
virtual tours via the respective websites of 
the two halls. 

DSAL’s four job 
sessions in April to 
offer 337 vacancies

In collaboration with the Macao Federation 
of Trade Unions (FAOM), the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL) will host three job-matching 
sessions in April, offering 337 vacancies in 
total for qualified candidates. Of these, 124 
will be in the supermarket retail industry, 
with sessions scheduled for the morning 
of Apr. 8. A food retail session with 190 
vacancies will be held in the same afternoon. 
The afternoon on Apr. 9 will present 23 
vacancies in the hotel industry. The first two 
sessions will be held at the FAOM center 
near Border Gate, while the last session 
will be held at the ballroom of Hotel Okura 
Macau. Registration opens from 9 a.m. on 
Mar. 27 to 12 p.m. on Apr. 5.

MIECF2024 scale expands

The Macau International Environmental 
Cooperation Forum and Exhibition (MIECF) 
has expanded in scale, increasing the area 
from 10,000 square meters last year to 
12,000 square meters, spanning five major 
exhibition areas. According to the Macau 
Trade and Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM) president Vincent U, the number of 
exhibitors has increased to 416, an increase 
of 3% from last year. The number of booths 
has increased to 562, an increase of 14%. 
The MIECF will be held for three consecutive 
days, starting from tomorrow.

IC admits to inspecting 
scripts and performance 
contents for Arts Festival

THE Public Works Bureau 
(DSOP) announced yes-

terday that the fourth bridge 
connecting Macau and Taipa 
has been officially named the 
“Macau Bridge” after an ex-
tensive process of public su-
ggestion, voting and vetting.

It took the government 
three months and 10 days to 
determine the name, which 
most social media users re-

RENATO MARQUES

THE Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) is reviewing the scripts 

and performance contents for 
inclusion at the 34th Macao 
Arts Festival (FAM), the presi-
dent of IC, Deland Leong, said 
during the Macao Internatio-
nal Parade on Sunday.

Leong addressed media 
queries regarding reports su-
ggesting that groups were re-
quired to modify their scripts 
or performance plans to align 
with criteria set by the IC.

“We evaluate the program 
to decide on necessary ad-
justments for FAM. These 
adjustments might include 
different aspects. As some 
groups are participating by in-
vitation from the IC, negotia-
tions regarding content can be 
conducted based on mutual 
respect to deliver enjoyable 
shows for residents,” Leong 
said.

This comes after the recent 
cancelation of the performan-
ce, “Made by Beauty,” during 
the Macau City Fringe Festival 
in January. Several other re-
ports surfaced regarding alte-
rations to some FAM shows to 
meet the IC standards.

One of these shows was 
reportedly “The Three Bro-
thers,” presented by the Por-
tuguese art troupe My Own 
Name, which depicts family 
relationships and explores hu-
man emotions by presenting 
the frictions and struggles of 
brothers on the stage.

garded as unimpressive.
The name suggestion cam-

paign received over 14,000 
names from 5,703 local resi-
dents. The vetting committee 
then shortlisted of 88 names, 
which were further filtered 
down to 37 options. After pu-
blic voting, five names emer-
ged as the most popular choi-
ces: Macau Bridge, New Town 
Bridge, Mirror Sea Bridge, 

According to a report by 
Hoje Macau newspaper, part 
of the choreography was mo-
dified to remove a nudity 
scene. Choreographer Victor 
Hugo Pontes said that the 
change did not significantly 
affect the performance and 
deemed the IC’s request ac-
ceptable. 

The same choreographer 
said that the IC had explai-
ned there were concerns over 
“cultural differences in the ac-
ceptance of nudity by the local 
audience,” and that the quota 
for nudity in the program had 
already been met.

According to a different re-
port by local media outlet “All 
About Macau,” several propo-
sals for shows during last year’s 
FAM event were disallowed at 
the last stage of evaluation, as 
they contained messages or 

Silver Jubilee Bridge and Hou 
Kong Bridge.

Members of the public 
took to Facebook to express 
their opinions on the name. 
One user questioned why it 
took so long to determine a 
relatively unoriginal name, 
in the comments on a post by 
public broadcaster TDM Chi-
nese.

Another social media user 

expressions that were consi-
dered not acceptable by the IC.

While Leong asserted that 
script and content reviews 
were routine, leader of the lo-
cal patuá-language theatre 
group “Doci Papiaçám Di Ma-
cau,” Miguel de Senna Fernan-
des, said to local public broa-
dcaster TDM that this was the 
first year that IC had requested 
to see the scripts beforehand.

The group’s founder said 
that for the time being, no 
changes have been made, but 
stated that he would protest if 
the play was censored. 

Senna Fernandes said the 
group has never before sub-
mitted a script to the IC, ad-
ding that the play’s script is a 
working document and so is 
likely to undergo last minute 
changes. 

He also added that IC has 

suggested the government re-
consider, saying that eventual 
incidents on the bridge could 
tarnish the name of Macau. 

On the Facebook page of 
pro-government Macao Dai-
ly News, a social media user 
lamented that talented in-
dividuals often leave Macau 
due to missed opportunities 
and poor decisions like this 
one. AL

been a good partner in the 
promotion and revival of the 
Macanese Creole language 
that is part of the distinguished 
list of cultural artifacts on the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
the People’s Republic of China. 
However, for that partnership 
to work, “it is necessary that IC 
trusts us and trusts in what we 
do.”

He noted that one of the 
fundamental characteristics of 
Patuá theatre plays is “impish-
ness” and the fun and jesting 
manner with which the group 
addresses topical societal ma-
tters. He expressed the hope 
that the IC’s content review 
and analysis did not result in 
censorship of content itself 
and the logic of the play, as this 
would pose a serious blow to 
the group’s longstanding crea-
tive efforts across many years.

New harbor bridge named Macau Bridge
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Wynn Macau 
grants shares to 
over 150 employees 

Wynn Macau has provided 
the opportunity to acquire a 
combined total of 6,977,787 
ordinary shares valued at 
HKD0.001 each to 151 
employees and one executive 
director. These shares 
represent approximately 0.13% 
of the total shares issued by 
Wynn Macau as of the date of 
this announcement. Frederic 
Jean-Luc Luvisutto, the COO 
of the company, has received 
2,365,896 shares. Specific 
performance targets will apply 
to shares awarded to the 
Executive Director and two 
other selected participants. 
The 149 remaining selected 
participants will receive their 
shares on January 31, 2027, 
without any performance 
targets.

Chinese academic 
to discuss virus-
host interaction 
at UM talk

Gao Fu, Chinese academic, 
will speak at the seminar 
at the University of Macau 
(UM) held at 4 p.m. today to 
present his insights on virus-
host interactions. Gao is an 
academician of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS), 
an international member of 
the US National Academy of 
Sciences, and professor in 
the Institute of Microbiology, 
Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. During his UM talk, 
Professor Gao will analyze 
and provide insights on the 
design and development of 
drugs and vaccines related to 
mechanisms of viral invasion 
and transmission, as well as 
research on drug resistance 
mechanisms.

SARs youth 
to compete in 
underwater 
robotics 
competition

Young people in Hong Kong and 
Macau will soon get a chance 
to showcase their talents 
in underwater robotics at a 
national competition coinciding 
with the 27th anniversary of 
Hong Kong’s return to China. 
The qualifying tournament for 
the International Youngster 
Unmanned Systems 
Competition (IYUSC) Smart 
Ocean challenge recently 
held a referee and coach 
training session in Hong Kong, 
signaling the commencement 
of a months-long preparation 
period. Over 60 professionals 
from the education and 
technology fields attended 
to learn about refereeing and 
coaching for the competition, 
which centers on marine 
science and technology.

CLIMATE

City sweats on record-hot March day

AL PLENARY

Poor matching between job-seekers 
and available opportunities: Lei 

TOURISM
Hotel occupancy rate close 
to 90% in February due to CNY 

LYNZY VALLES

SECRETARY for Eco-
nomy and Finance 

Lei Wai Nong attributed 
youth unemployment 
to poor job matching 
between job-seekers 
and available positions 
rather than structural 
unemployment issues.

Data presented by Lei 
while speaking at an in-
terpellation session at 

STAFF REPORTER

THE hotel occupancy 
rate in Macau expe-

rienced a significant boost 
compared to the previous 
year, rising by 12.0 percen-
tage points to reach 89.7% 
in February.

The average price 
of hotel rooms increa-
sed by 28.4%, reaching 
MOP1,544.90.

the Legislative Assem-
bly yesterday shows that 
about 70% of young job 
seekers find a job within 
an average of 60 days. 
However, the remaining 
portion of young peo-
ple aim for clerical posi-
tions. 

About 4,300 young 
people were unem-
ployed in the fourth 
quarter of last year.

When previously ad-

According to the la-
test data published on 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
website, the Macau Hotel 
Association reported that 
the hotel occupancy rates 
for five-star, four-star, and 
three-star hotels in Fe-
bruary were 90.9%, 82.4%, 
and 92.0% respectively.

The overall avera-
ge room rate surged by 

dressing questions from 
lawmakers about the 
unemployment rate of 
Macau youth, the Chief 
Executive (CE), Ho Iat 
Seng, urged the youn-
ger generation to “try 
[for] any of the job offers 
available in the market 
instead of waiting for the 
ideal job.”

The latest unemploy-
ment rate for local resi-
dents was 2.8%. 

28.4% compared to the 
previous year, reaching 
MOP1,544.90, as opposed 
to the reported figure of 
MOP1,203.50 in February 
2023.

Among the different 
hotel categories, five-s-
tar hotels had an average 
room rate of MOP1,732.30, 
while four-star and 
three-star hotels had ra-
tes of MOP1,082.70 and 

Lei yesterday noted 
that while the rate may 
further decline, there 
is indeed a structural 
unemployment problem 
in Macau, especially 
among people over 45 
years old with speciali-
zed skills. 

He highlighted ad-
justments to the junket 
sector in 2021, which led 
to around 3,900 people 
in the industry losing 

MOP1,052.70 respectively.
From January to Fe-

bruary 2024, the average 
hotel occupancy rate for 
the period stood at 90.6%, 
with an average room rate 
of MOP1,470.70.

In February, Macau 
welcomed a total of 3.29 
million visitors, indicating 
a recovery to 92.9% of the 
2019 level, as reported by 
the latest data from the 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC). 

Additionally, the eight- 
day Spring Festival Gol-
den Week in mainland 
China concluded with be-

their jobs. 
Lei said that many of 

them have adjusted their 
mentality and changed 
careers, but there are 
still approximately 500 
people who hope to be 
reinstated under their 
previous working condi-
tions. 

Back in April 2022, 
about 85% of employees 
were dismissed from 
junket operators, due to 
the turmoil that engul-
fed the sector.

This comes amid the 
cessation of operations 
by junket operator Sun-
city, amid the arrest 
of junket mogul Alvin 
Chau. LV

tter-than-expected visitor 
figures. Macau registered 
nearly 1.36 million visitor 
arrivals during this pe-
riod, with the number of 
visitors on the third day 
of Chinese New Year rea-
ching the second-highest 
single-day record. 

The average daily visitor 
arrivals during that period 
approximated 170,000, a 
significant increase com-
pared to the previous year, 
almost reaching the level 
in 2019. The average hotel 
occupancy rate was above 
95%, reflecting a positive 
trend in tourism recovery.

LYNZY VALLES

T
HE city has recorded 
the highest tempera-
ture in March since re-
cords began in 1952, as 

the city sweltered through a hot 
day yesterday reaching 31 de-
grees Celsius, according to the 
city’s observatory.

The maximum temperature 
was recorded at the Ka Ho, rea-
ching 32.7 degrees Celsius.

The Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) at-
tributed the weather to the weak 
northeast monsoon, resulting 
in generally sunny and cloudy 
conditions in Macau.

The previous highest tempe-
rature on record in March was 
on Mar. 19, 2008, when the city 
reached 29.8 degrees Celsius.

Just recently, the World Me-
teorological Organization war-
ned of a high probability of 2024 
becoming another record-hot 
year.

2023 was confirmed as the 
warmest calendar year on re-

cord, with global temperatu-
re data records going back to 
1850. 

Omar Baddour, WMO’s chief 
of climate monitoring, stated 
that according to recent data 
from the UN weather agency, 
there is a “high probability that 
2024 will again break the record 
of 2023.”

 “January was the warmest Ja-
nuary on record. So, the records 
are still being broken.”

Meanwhile in Hong Kong, the 
region’s temperature on Sunday 
reached the highest recorded 
level during the month of Mar-
ch in 140 years, according to the 
city’s observatory.

The maximum temperatu-
re measured at the observatory 
was 31.5 degrees Celsius — the 
highest reported temperature 
during the month of March sin-
ce records began in 1884 — whi-
le temperatures surged to abo-
ve 32 degrees in the northern 
areas of the territory close to the 
mainland Chinese city of Shen-
zhen.
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ITTF World Cup 
Macao 2024 mascot
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GAMING 
Casinos expected 
to close March 
with receipts of 
MOP19 billion

ITTF 
Table tennis Macao 
World Cup has a 
ball as mascot

LOCAL casinos are antici-
pated to close this month 

with earnings ranging be-
tween MOP19 to 19.5 billion, 
Citigroup and JP Morgan said 
in separate statements.

According to the two finan-
cial companies, during the first 
three weeks of this month (un-
til Mar. 24), the local casinos 
earned some MOP14.9 billion. 
They foresee the month clo-
sing with earnings ranging 
between MOP19 to MOP19.5 
billion, with JP Morgan and 
Citi providing the respective 
forecasts. 

These projected numbers 
are in line with both com-
panies’ expectations, with 
March anticipated to be stable. 

THE organizing committee 
of the upcoming ITTF Wor-

ld Cup Macao 2024 has decided 
on a mascot of a personified ta-
ble tennis ball with a bat in one 
hand, as announced in a state-
ment.

The tournament matches 
will be held at the Galaxy Arena 
from Apr. 15 to 21.

The event mascot, BOBO, 
is named after the Cantonese 
pronunciation for ball and the 
local term “Chai” for “little boy.”

The statement explained, 
“With infectious enthusiasm, 
BOBO, a playful representation 
of a table tennis ball donned in 
player attire, embodies Macau’s 
spirit of promoting the sport of 
table tennis.” 

According to Citi, the 
average daily gaming reve-
nue for the past week was 
MOP629 million, unchan-
ged from the previous week.

The bank also noted that 
local authorities anticipate 
over 100,000 tourists will vi-
sit Macau during the upco-
ming Easter and Qingming 
Festival season.

While adopting a conser-
vative approach, Citi main-
tained its revenue forecast 
of MOP19.5 billion for the 
entire month, suggesting 
that with the approaching 
Easter holiday, daily re-
venues may rise to a daily 
average of around MOP657 
million. RM

The committee also unvei-
led the slogan and event logo 
yesterday.

Crafted with silhouettes of 
swinging rackets, the event 
logo forms the shape of a lo-
tus flower, a symbol of Macau 
as stated in the Basic Law. The 
blooming lotus over the water 
stripes resembles the emblem 
of Macau.

“The event slogan, ‘Char-
ming Macao, Blooming Table 
Tennis,’ encapsulates the dis-
tinct culture, history, and sce-
nery of Macau,” the committee 
said. “It also symbolizes the 
flourishing of table tennis in 
this captivating setting, captu-
ring the attention of the world 
with its exceptional charm.” AL

PUBLIC WORKS

Gov’t has no set 
timeline for Inner 
Harbour revamp

Casino’s new RFDI data tracking 
raises privacy concerns
STAFF REPORTER

THE expanded use 
of radio frequency 

identification techno-
logy in Macao casinos 
may unintentionally give 
regulators unpreceden-
ted insight into patrons’ 
gambling habits.

Industry analyst Ben 
Lee told TDM that RFID 
technology adopted by 
many operators, inclu-
ding Melco Resorts, Ga-
laxy Entertainment and 
SJM, allows for detailed 
tracking of individual 
players that raises priva-
cy concerns.

Through RFID chips, 
casinos can monitor 
various aspects of a pa-
tron’s behavior, inclu-
ding their initial buy-in 
amount, wagering pat-
terns across different ga-
mes, and even chip tran-

sactions between indivi-
duals. While improving 
payment accuracy, Lee 
notes the Macau gaming 
regulator seems more 
focused on observation 
than mere operational 
efficiency. 

Most players also re-
main unaware of the 
high level of personali-
zed data collection and 

analysis enabled by RFID 
technology.

With RFID coverage 
expanding across more 
casino floors in the city, 
regulators could poten-
tially monitor specific 
patrons and uncover 
detailed transactional 
information. While the 
technology serves to re-
duce errors and chea-

ting, its capacity for pri-
vacy infringement in an 
increasingly surveilled 
environment deserves 
attention, according to 
Lee. 

As RFID technology 
uptake expands in Ma-
cau, questions around its 
unanticipated regulatory 
oversight potential may 
require addressing.

ANTHONY LAM

THE government currently 
does not have a definitive ti-

meline to overhaul the Inner Har-
bour district in alignment with 
the Master Urban Plan, director 
of Land and Urban Construction 
Lai Weng Leong said following a 
recent parliamentary committee 
meeting.

Pursuant to the Master Urban 
Plan, the Inner Harbour should 

be transformed into a commercial 
and leisure promenade that inte-
grates vigorous disaster control 
and prevention measures.

In response to press questions, 
Lai said that more time is needed to 
implement the Master Urban Plan 
within the district. Further details 
are being prepared to facilitate this, 
while the government works on 
other districts concurrently. 

Regarding the cargo logistics 
capacities at the Inner Harbour, 

Chu Chan Wai, department head 
for port management at the Ma-
rine and Water Bureau (DSAMA), 
recapped that around half of the 
capacities were relocated to Ka-
-Ho in 2022. The remainder will 
not be relocated in the foreseeable 
future, the official shared.

Relocated capacities will not 
return to the Inner Harbour, as re-
locating the containers at the har-
bor will impact surrounding land 
traffic.
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AL PLENARY
Works for Sports Park 
at former Canidrome 
to start in Q2 this year
THE construction of the 

new Sports Park will com-
mence in the second quarter 
(Q2) of this year, the Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Elsie Ao Ieong, said recently 
at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL). The government pre-
viously announced that the 
new park would be built on 
the land of the former Canin-
drome and Lin Fong Sports 
Center.

Ao Ieong provided this 
update in response to inqui-
ries from lawmakers Leong 
Sun Iok and Ma Io Fong re-
garding the development 
of the “City of Sports and 
Shows,” and the status of the 

new sports facilities.
The Secretary said that the 

Sports Park project is cur-
rently undergoing analysis 
and is expected to start cons-
truction by the end of June.

According to the project 
presentation in July last year, 
the track and field and swim-
ming pool will be preserved, 
while other facilities will 
be upgraded and integra-
ted with new buildings. The 
plans include the incorpora-
tion of a children’s library and 
other amenities.

The new project was pre-
sented five years, following 
the closure of the greyhound 
racing facility. RM

AL PLENARY

Lawmakers challenge 
use of CPI to determine 
pension adjustments
RENATO MARQUES

A 
significant number of 
lawmakers have expres-
sed opinions opposing 
the use of the Consumer 

Price Index (CPI) as the main me-
chanism for determining whether 
to raise pensions for the elderly in 
Macau.

The lawmakers expressed their 
opposition to the Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture, Elsie Ao 
Ieong, at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) recently.

In response, the Secretary con-
firmed that the mechanism is at-
tached to the CPI – that is, inflation 
– and that inflation must reach a 
threshold of a 3% increase to trigger 
the pension revision mechanism. 

Several lawmakers disagreed 
with the use of the CPI, noting that 
this index takes into account many 
kinds of products and services that 

are not used by the elderly. Instead, 
they proposed that the government 
establish a special ‘senior citizens 
CPI’ that can more closely reflects 
the rising costs of food and other 
necessities used by senior citizens.

Ao Ieong noted that, for the time 
being, the rules state that the CPI is 
currently the most relevant metric 
to underpin pension updates, re-

marking that deviating from its use 
would be irresponsible and con-
trary to existing legislation. 

Nevertheless, she assured that 
the government would consider 
the suggestions and opinions of the 
lawmakers to explore the feasibility 
of implementing a specialized CPI 
measure tailored to senior citizens’ 
needs. 
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New Zealand joins 
the US and the UK in 
alleging it was targeted 
by Chinese hackers 

TRADE

Beijing to challenge Biden’s 
electric vehicle plans at the WTO

HONG KONG
Lee says prisoners 
jailed for national 
security crimes 
unlikely to get 
early release

CHINA said yesterday 
that it has filed a com-

plaint at the World Trade 
Organization over what it 
says are discriminatory re-
quirements for American 
subsidies for electric vehi-
cles.

Starting this year, U.S. 
car buyers are not eligible 
for tax credits of $3,750 to 
$7,500 if critical minerals 
or other battery compo-
nents were made by Chi-
nese, Russian, North Ko-
rean or Iranian companies. 
The credits are part of the 
2022 Inflation Reduction 
Act, U.S. President Joe Bi-

HACKERS allegedly 
linked to China lau-

nched a state-sponsored 
operation that targeted 
New Zealand’s Parliament 
in 2021, the country’s se-
curity minister said yester-
day, an allegation refuted 
by Beijing.

Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian dis-
missed the allegations as 
“typical political manipu-
lation” concocted by the 
U.S. and U.K., with whom 
it is in conflict over issues 
including Taiwan, the Sou-
th China Sea, Xinjiang, 
Hong Kong and a wide 
range of trade disputes.

“For some time, the 
U.S., for geopolitical pur-
poses, has encouraged 
the Five Eyes Alliance, the 
world’s largest intelligence 
organization dominated 
by the U.S., to fabricate 
and disseminate all kinds 
of disinformation about 
threats posed by Chine-
se hackers,” Lin said at a 
daily briefing yesterday, 
citing the alliance between 
Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, the U.K. and U.S. 
to collect and share sensi-
tive information.

New Zealand’s alle-
gation comes a day after 
American and British au-

den’s signature climate le-
gislation.

The Chinese Commer-
ce Ministry said in a sta-
tement posted online that 
the U.S. formulated discri-
minatory subsidy policies 
for new energy vehicles in 
the name of responding to 
climate change.

It said the U.S. move ex-
cluded Chinese products, 
distorted fair competition 
and disrupted the global 
supply chain for new ener-
gy vehicles.

China is the dominant 
player in batteries for elec-
tric vehicles globally.

thorities announced a set 
of criminal charges and 
sanctions against seven 
hackers, all believed to be 
living in China, who targe-
ted U.S. officials, journalis-
ts, corporations and pro-
-democracy activists, as 
well as the U.K.’s election 
watchdog.

New Zealand’s bureau’s 
National Cyber Securi-
ty Centre “completed a 
robust technical assess-
ment” following a com-
promise of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel Office and 
the Parliamentary Service 
in 2021, and has attribu-
ted this activity to a PRC 
(China) state-sponsored 
group known as APT40,” 

KANIS LEUNG, 
HONG KONG

HONG Kong’s leader 
said yesterday that pri-

soners convicted for serious 
national security crimes 
would not likely be granted 
early release under the tigh-
tened rules of a new natio-
nal security law, signaling 
a hardening government 
stance against jailed politi-
cal activists.

Chief Executive John Lee 
said the Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinance 
stipulates that people found 
guilty of endangering na-
tional security must not be 
granted remission unless 
the commissioner of cor-
rectional services believes 
the move would not be a na-
tional security risk. This also 
applies to inmates who re-
ceived sentences before the 
new law was introduced last 
Saturday, Lee said.

Previously, inmates could 
have their prison sentences 
reduced by up to one-third 
for good conduct under the 
city’s prison rules, provided 
they were serving terms lon-
ger than one month.

At a weekly press briefing, 
Lee urged residents not to 
defy the law.

“We need to make sure 
everyone understands that 
if someone was convicted 
of serious national securi-
ty offenses, normally there 
would not be remission of 
sentence,” he said.

Lee’s comments came 
after local media, including 
the South China Morning 
Post, reported that the ear-
ly release of activist Ma 
Chun-man, which had been 
scheduled for Monday, was 
blocked under the new na-
tional security law. The re-
mission had been granted 
due to his good conduct and 
the blockage was the first of 
its kind, according to the re-
ports, which cited unnamed 
sources.

Under rules that took 
effect Jan. 1, only 13 of the 
more than 50 EVs on sale 
in the U.S. are eligible for 

Judith Collins, the defense 
minister responsible for 
the Government Commu-
nications Security Bureau 
said in a statement.

Collins said New 
Zealand will not follow the 
U.S. and U.K. in sanctio-
ning China because New 
Zealand does not have a 
law allowing such penal-
ties, nor were there plans 
to introduce legislation.

Foreign Minister Wins-
ton Peters confirmed New 
Zealand’s concerns had 
been conveyed to Chinese 
Ambassador Wang Xiao-
long.

“Foreign interference of 
this nature is unacceptab-
le, and we have urged Chi-

the credits, down from 
about two dozen models 
that qualified in 2023. 
MDT/AP

na to refrain from such ac-
tivity in future,” Peters said 
in a statement yesterday. 
“New Zealand will conti-
nue to speak out — consis-
tently and predictably — 
where we see concerning 
behaviors like this.”

Peters met with his Chi-
nese counterpart, Wang 
Yi, on March 18, and said 
the countries share a “sig-
nificant and complex rela-
tionship.”

“We cooperate with 
China in some areas for 
mutual benefit,” he said. 
“At the same time, we have 
also been consistent and 
clear that we will speak 
out on issues of concern.” 
MDT/AP

The revised practice is 
expected to affect other 
activists who are jailed or 
undergoing trials under a 
similar sweeping security 
law imposed by Beijing four 
years ago to quell massive 
anti-government protests in 
2019.

The Associated Press 
could not independently 
verify Ma’s case.

Ma was serving a five-
-year term for inciting seces-
sion under the 2020 security 
law. He was convicted in 
2021 for repeatedly advoca-
ting for Hong Kong’s inde-
pendence.

At the press briefing, Lee 
did not confirm Ma’s case 
when asked about it but 
said the commissioner han-
dles cases in accordance 
with the law. He said anyo-
ne who disagrees with the 
commissioner’s handling 
of a case can seek to resol-
ve the matter through legal 
means.

In an emailed response to 
the AP, the correctional ser-
vices department refused to 
comment on individual ca-
ses. But it said the commis-
sioner would consider all 
relevant factors, including 
inmates’ statements, on a 
case-by-case basis to ensure 
all cases are handled fairly.

The new national securi-
ty law was unanimously 
passed in an expedited le-
gislative process last week, 
deepening worries over a 
further erosion of the city’s 
freedoms. Western govern-
ments, including the United 
States, have criticized the le-
gislation.

As of yesterday, autho-
rities have not announced 
any arrests under the new 
law, which they say balances 
security with safeguarding 
rights and freedoms. They 
also say the legislation was 
needed to keep the city safe 
against “potential sabotage” 
and “undercurrents that try 
to create troubles.” MDT/AP

A view of the Ultium Cell factory in Warren, Ohio

A statue of New Zealand politician Richard Seddon stands outside Parliament in Wellington
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JAPAN

Tokyo approves plan to export fighter jets 
in latest break from pacifist principles

MALAYSIA

Convenience store owners charged over 
‘Allah’ socks that angered Muslims
THE owners of a Ma-

laysian convenience 
store chain and one of its 
suppliers were charged yes-
terday with offending the 
religious feelings of Mus-
lims after socks printed 
with the word “Allah” were 
found for sale on its shelves.

Chai Kee Kan, founder 
and chairman of the KK 
Mart Group, the country’s 
second-large chain of con-
venience stores, and his 
wife Loh Siew Mui, a com-
pany director, pleaded not 
guilty to charges of delibe-
rately wounding the reli-
gious feelings of Muslims. 
The company has blamed 

its supplier for sending pro-
ducts the company had not 
agreed to stock.

Religion is a sensitive 
issue in Malaysia, where 
Muslims account for two-
-thirds of a population of 
34 million, with large ethnic 
Chinese and Indian mi-
norities. Allah is an Arabic 
word for God, and many 
Malaysian Muslims found 
it offensive to associate the 
word with feet.

“The word ‘Allah’ is hi-
ghly esteemed in the eyes 
of Muslims,” Minister for 
Religious Affairs Moha-
mad Na’im Mokhtar was 
quoted as saying by the 

national Bernama news 
agency earlier this month. 
“Allah is our creator and 
the act of putting Allah at 
our feet is an insult.”

Alwani Ghazali, a senior 
Islamic lecturer at Ma-
laya University, told radio 
station BFM that it’s de-
meaning because feet are 
associated with a “lowly 
status.”

“Socks stink, do you 
agree? Are you happy to 
smell your socks after 
using them all day?” she 
said. “As a Muslim, I think 
it’s inappropriate and (the 
issue) is a big deal.”

The founder of the su-

pplier that provided the 
socks, Xin Jian Chang, as 
well as his wife and daugh-
ter who are directors were 
also charged with abetting 
the offence. Xin Jian Chang 
has said the socks were im-
ported from China as part 
of a large shipment and 
apologized for being care-
less in their inspection.

If found guilty, all five 
defendants face up to a 
year in jail, a fine or both.

KK Mart is a major 24-
hour chain, with 810 sto-
res domestically and some 
5,000 employees. It also 
has outlets in Nepal and 
India. Chai has said the so-

cks were put on its shelves 
by Xin Jian Chang, which 
rented shelf space in its 
outlets. Only 14 pairs of 
“Allah” socks were found 
on the shelves at three KK 
Mart outlets, he added.

KK Mart has sued Xin 
Jian Chang for “sabotage” 
over losses and damage to 
the chain’s reputation, re-
portedly claiming that it 
didn’t agree to stock socks 
from the supplier. MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

JAPAN’S Cabinet yesterday 
approved a plan to sell future 
next-generation fighter jets 
that it’s developing with Bri-

tain and Italy to other countries, 
in the latest move away from the 
country’s postwar pacifist princi-
ples.

The contentious decision to 
allow international arms sales is 
expected to help secure Japan’s 
role in the joint fighter jet project 
and part of a move to build up the 
Japanese arms industry and bols-
ter its role in global security.

The Cabinet also endorsed a 
revision to Japan’s arms equip-
ment and technology transfer 
guidelines to allow coproduced 
lethal weapons to be sold to coun-
tries other than the partners.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi-
masa Hayashi said the changes 
are necessary given Japan’s securi-
ty environment, but stressed that 
Japan’s pacifist principles remain 
unchanged.

“In order to achieve a fighter 
aircraft that meets the necessary 
performance and to avoid jeo-
pardizing the defense of Japan, it 
is necessary to transfer finished 
products from Japan to countries 
other than partner countries,” 
Hayashi told reporters, adding 
that Tokyo will follow a strict 
approval process for jet sales. “We 
have clearly demonstrated that 
we will continue to adhere to our 
basic philosophy as a peaceful na-

tion,” he said.
Japan has long restricted arms 

exports under the country’s paci-
fist constitution, but has rapidly 
taken steps to deregulate amid ri-
sing regional and global tensions.

The decision on jets will allow 
Japan to export lethal weapons it 
coproduces to other countries for 
the first time.

Japan is working with Italy 
and the U.K. to develop an ad-
vanced fighter jet to replace its 
aging fleet of American-designed 
F-2 fighters, and the Eurofighter 
Typhoons used by the U.K. and 
Italian militaries.

Japan, which was previously 
working on a homegrown design 
to be called the F-X, agreed in De-
cember 2022 to merge its effort 
with a British-Italian program cal-
led the Tempest. for deployment 

in 2035. The joint project, known 
as the Global Combat Air Program 
or GCAP, is based in the U.K.

Japan hopes the new plane will 
offer advanced capabilities Japan 
needs amid growing tensions in 
the region, giving it a technolo-
gical edge against regional rivals 
China and Russia.

Because of its wartime past as 
aggressor and the devastation that 
followed its defeat in World War II, 
Japan adopted a constitution that 
limits its military to self-defense. 
The country long maintained a 
strict policy to limit transfers of 
military equipment and techno-
logy and ban all exports of lethal 
weapons.

Opponents have criticized Pri-
me Minister Fumio Kishida’s go-
vernment for committing to the 
fighter jet project without provi-

ding an explanation to the public 
or seeking approval for the major 
policy change.

To address such concerns, the 
government is limiting exports of 
codeveloped lethal weapons to 
the jet for now, and has promised 
that no sales will be made for use 
in active wars.

The government also assured 
that the revised guideline for the 
time being only applies to the jet 
and that it would require Cabinet 
approval to do so. Potential pur-
chasers will be also limited to the 
15 countries that Japan has signed 
defense partnership and equip-
ment transfer deals with.

Recent polls suggest that public 
opinion is divided on the plan.

In 2014, Japan began to ex-
port some nonlethal military su-
pplies, and in a latest move last 

December, it approved a change 
that would allow sales of 80 lethal 
weapons and components that 
it manufactures under licenses 
from other countries back to the 
licensors. The change cleared the 
way for Japan to sell U.S.-desig-
ned Patriot missiles to the United 
States, helping replace munitions 
that Washington is sending to 
Ukraine.

In its decision, the Cabinet 
said that the arms export ban on 
finished products would hinder 
efforts to develop the new jet, and 
limit Japan to a supporting role in 
the project. Italy and the U.K. are 
eager to make sales of the jet in 
order to defray development and 
manufacturing costs.

Kishida sought Cabinet appro-
val before signing the GCAP 
agreement in February, but it was 
delayed by resistance from his 
junior coalition partner, the Bud-
dhist-backed Komeito party.

The change also comes as 
Kishida is planning an April sta-
te visit to Washington, where he 
is expected to stress Japan’s rea-
diness to take on a greater role 
in military and defense industry 
partnerships.

Exports would also help boost 
Japan’s defense industry, which 
historically has catered only to 
the country’s Self Defense Force, 
as Kishida seeks to build up the 
military. Despite its effort over 
the past decade, the industry has 
still struggled to draw customers. 
MDT/AP

Britain’s Defense Minister Grant Shapps (right) Italy’s Defense Minister Guido Crosetto (left) and Japanese Defense Minister 
Minoru Kihara
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Millions of Russian voters have gone to the polls, 
with early results suggesting that a number of 
Communist candidates have been rejected by the 
electorate. 

The Soviet parliamentary election was the first 
opportunity citizens ever had of casting their ballots 
for any but the official Communist Party candidates. 

Election data available so far shows a net gain to 
unofficial candidates in the voting for 1,500 seats in 
the new Congress of People’s Deputies. 

Some Communist Party officials have failed to 
gain election and despite the absence as yet of 
many provincial results, there appears to be a swing 
against the party establishment. 

These included five members of the central com-
mittee and one Politburo member. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev has urged Russian 
newspaper and broadcasting editors “not to dra-
matise” the results, according to the official Tass 
news agency. 

Soviet foreign ministry spokesman Gennady Ge-
rasimov described the results as a “victory for glas-
nost and perestroika”. 

Government newspaper Izvestia welcomed early 
results and referred to a new era of “the dictatorship 
of democracy”. 

In a predicted landslide, Boris Yeltsin has been 
elected as a representative to the CPD, which was 
established by Mr Gorbachev. 

Mr Yeltsin won in the all-Moscow constituency 
against the official party candidate with 89% of the 
vote. 

The biggest majority of all in the polls was won by 
Telman Gdlyan, a senior prosecutor who exposed 
a notorious corruption case in Uzbekistan in 1988, 
with 86.4% of the vote. 

The next biggest majority in the polls went to Va-
lentin Dikul, once a famous trapeze artist, with 72%. 

Among other elected representatives are reti-
red ice hockey champion Anatoly Firsov, who was 
seeking to improve health and sports facilities. 

Tass described the defeat of one regional Com-
munist party chief in Uzbekistan in Central Asia as a 
“vote of no confidence”. 

In the Ukraine, five regional party chiefs were re-
jected by the voters. Among others who failed to 
secure their seats were the party chief in Minsk, ca-
pital of the western republic of Byelorussia. 

It is reported that a Central Committee inquest is 
under way into the election results. 

Mr Gorbachev was reported as saying that eco-
nomic problems, including the budget deficit and 
shortages of food and consumer goods, were rea-
sons why the authorities were criticised during the 
election. 

One Muscovite said: “There’s been nothing like 
this for 72 years ... and for all that time it’s been no-
thing but blood, blood, blood.” 

Courtesy BBC News

1989 Millions of Russians
   go to the polls

In context

The 1989 election saw many senior Community 
Party officials defeated. 
This was seen as revolutionary at the time because 
internal critics of the Soviet regime were able to 
receive a hearing and to get themselves elected. 
According to the Soviet government newspaper 
Izvestia, turnout in most regions stood at between 
80% and 85%, which was not as high as official 
figures for previous elections. 

this day in history

GAZA STRIP

Israel and Hamas dig in 
as international pressure 
builds for a cease-fire

“proved clearly that Hamas is 
not interested in continuing 
negotiations toward a deal 
and served as unfortunate tes-
timony to the damage of the 
Security Council decision.”

“Israel will not surrender to 
Hamas’ delusional demands 
and will continue to act to 
achieve all the goals of the war: 
releasing all the hostages, des-
troying Hamas’ military and 
governing capabilities and 
ensuring that Gaza will never 
again be a threat to Israel.”

The war has killed over 
32,000 Palestinians, accor-
ding to Gaza’s Health Ministry, 
which does not distinguish 
between civilians and com-
batants in its tally but says 
women and children make up 
about two-thirds of those kil-
led. The fighting has left much 
of the Gaza Strip in ruins, dis-
placed most its residents and 
driven a third of its population 
of 2.3 million to the brink of 
famine.

An Israeli strike late Mon-
day on a residential building 
in Rafah where three displa-
ced families were sheltering 
killed at least 16 people, inclu-
ding nine children and four 
women, according to hospital 
records and relatives of the 
deceased. An Associated Press 
reporter saw the bodies arrive 
at a hospital.

On Monday, the Security 
Council finally managed to 
pass a resolution calling for a 

cease-fire as the United States 
abstained instead of vetoing 
the measure, angering Israel in 
a major escalation of tensions 
between the two close allies. 
The resolution calls for the 
release of all hostages held in 
Gaza but did not condition the 
cease-fire on it.

Israeli Foreign Minister Is-
rael Katz told Army Radio yes-
terday that the resolution had 
emboldened Hamas by signa-
ling that international pressu-
re would end the war without 
it having to make any conces-
sions.

“The message delivered 
to Hamas yesterday … is that 
you don’t have to hurry,” Katz 
said.

The war began on Oct. 7, 
when Hamas-led militants 
stormed across the border and 
attacked communities in sou-
thern Israel, killing some 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, and 
abducting around 250 others. 
It is still believed to be holding 
about 100 hostages and the re-
mains of 30 others, after most 
of the rest were freed in No-
vember in exchange for the re-
lease of Palestinian prisoners.

The United States, Qatar 
and Egypt have spent several 
weeks trying to negotiate ano-
ther cease-fire and hostage re-
lease, but those efforts appea-
red to have stalled.

Hamas said late Monday 
that Israel has not respon-
ded to its core demands of a 

“comprehensive cease-fire, an 
(Israeli) withdrawal from the 
Strip, the return of displaced 
people and a real prisoner ex-
change.”

Majed al-Ansari, a spokes-
person for the Foreign Minis-
try of Qatar, which is currently 
hosting the talks, told reporters 
that the negotiations were still 
ongoing, without providing 
details.

Hamas has previously pro-
posed a phased process in 
which it would release all the 
remaining hostages in exchan-
ge for a full Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza, the opening of its 
borders for aid and reconstruc-
tion, and the release of hun-
dreds of Palestinian prisoners, 
including top militants serving 
life sentences.

Netanyahu has vowed to 
resume Israel’s offensive after 
any hostage release and keep 
fighting until Hamas is des-
troyed, saying it’s the only way 
to prevent a repeat of the Oct. 
7 attack. But he has provided 
few details about what would 
follow any such victory and 
has largely rejected a postwar 
vision outlined by the U.S.

That approach has brought 
him into increasingly open 
conflict with President Joe Bi-
den’s administration, which 
has expressed mounting con-
cern over civilian casualties 
while supplying Israel with 
crucial military aid and ba-
cking Israel’s aim of destroying 
Hamas. The U.S. had vetoed 
previous U.N. resolutions 
calling for a cease-fire.

The White House has urged 
Israel not to undertake a ma-
jor ground operation in Rafah, 
warning that it could cause 
a humanitarian catastrophe. 
The administration was set to 
brief visiting Israeli officials on 
an alternative approach, but 
Netanyahu called off their visit 
in response to the U.S. absten-
tion at the U.N. MDT/AP

TIA GOLDENBERG, 
JERUSALEM

P
RIME Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu yes-
terday vowed to press 
ahead with Israel’s 

offensive and blasted a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
calling for a pause in the figh-
ting, saying it had emboldened 
Hamas to reject a separate pro-
posal for a cease-fire and hos-
tage release.

As the war in Gaza grinds 
through a sixth month, each 
side has publicly insisted that 
its own idea of victory is in rea-
ch and rejected international 
efforts to stem the bloodshed.

Netanyahu has said Israel 
can achieve its aims of dis-
mantling Hamas and retur-
ning scores of hostages if it 
expands its ground offensive 
to the southern city of Rafah, 
where over half of Gaza’s popu-
lation has sought refuge, many 
in crowded tent camps.

Hamas has said it will hold 
onto the hostages until Israel 
agrees to a more permanent 
cease-fire, withdraws its forces 
from Gaza and releases hun-
dreds of Palestinian prisoners, 
including top militants. It said 
late Monday that it has rejected 
a recent proposal that fell short 
of those demands — which, if 
fulfilled, would allow it to claim 
an extremely costly victory.

Netanyahu said in a state-
ment that the announcement 
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INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Hindu lawgiver; 5- ___ on first?; 9- Unsoiled; 14- Camaro 

model; 15- Dynamic intro; 16- Grocery lane; 17- Travel on water; 18- Tabula ___; 19- 
Peachy!; 20- Planes, trains, and automobiles, e.g.; 23- Small batteries; 24- Wedding 
words; 25- Yellowish color; 29- March Madness org.; 31- Spreading tree; 34- Mr. T’s 
former group; 35- Surf sound; 36- Et ___; 37- In spite of; 40- Baseballer Slaughter; 
41- Honey producers; 42- Consumed; 43- Cartoon Chihuahua; 44- Highway; 45- 
Mother of Calcutta; 46- Suffix with ball; 47- Seed vessel; 48- Star groups; 56- “All 
My Children” vixen; 57- Swiss river; 58- See socially; 60- Really bother; 61- News bit; 
62- Prophetic sign; 63- Trap; 64- Communists; 65- Nerve network;
 
DOWN 1- Fire starter?; 2- Smell ___; 3- Pinot ___ (red wine); 4- Bruins’ sch.; 
5- Capital of Poland; 6- Piles; 7- Roughly; 8- Fly high; 9- Alberta’s home; 10- 
Mislead; 11- Lou’s “La Bamba” costar; 12- Chorus voice; 13- Sign gas; 21- Model 
Campbell; 22- Jewelled crown worn 
by women; 25- Less bananas; 26- Do 
penance; 27- Divulge; 28- Rules; 29- 
Snooped (around); 30- Burmese, Manx, 
and Scottish Fold; 31- Best of the best; 
32- Queues; 33- ___ Carta; 35- Perlman 
of “Cheers”; 36- Hebrew month; 38- 
Steakhouse order; 39- ___ say more?; 
44- Revolve; 45- Clan emblems; 46- 
Movie award; 47- Trimmed; 48- So-so 
grades; 49- Mediterranean port; 50- 
Actress Talbot; 51- Lion’s den; 52- Not 
punctual; 53- Smell; 54- Specify; 55- 
Leave in, to an editor; 59- Compass point 
opposite WSW; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Prioritize your partnership and 
relationship over being right. 
Proceed with caution or risk 
breakage. Fact and fantasy clash. 
Go for clarity, simplicity and 
compassion.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your excellent work reflects you 
well. Slow for a tricky corner. 
Sometimes the best move is 
to rest. Don’t force anything. 
Nurture your health.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Follow your heart. You won’t need 
to defer gratification forever. You 
can have fun without spending a 
fortune. Minimize fuss with movie 
night.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
One phase ends and another 
begins. Adapt with domestic 
changes. Make repairs or 
improvements. Update household 
systems for current circumstances. 
Family comes first.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Patiently navigate 
misunderstandings. Static, 
chaos and distraction abound. 
Listen carefully. Write, paint 
and share. Express yourself  
onto a page or screen.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Challenge assumptions. 
Unexpected expenses or a 
financial challenge could raise 
the stakes. Keep doing what you 
know works to generate positive 
cash flow.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Nurture yourself  through a 
personal transition. Changes 
require reorientation. Pamper 
yourself  with extra relaxation. 
Hidden dangers could arise.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
One door closes and another 
opens. Wait for professional 
developments. Don’t get talked 
out of  what you want. Make a 
shift. Plan your moves.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Collaborate with a team challenge. 
Ensure solid foundations before 
committing weight to structures. 
Discover what doesn’t work... back 
to the drawing board. Review plans.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Slow to reconsider. A formidable 
barrier blocks the path. Find a 
private spot to recharge and revise 
plans. Shift perspectives. Follow 
another possibility.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Patiently support each other 
around a shared financial 
challenge. Something that used 
to work no longer does. Adjust 
and adapt. Find new solutions.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Reorient your journey around 
new conditions. Expect delays 
with travel, transportation and 
exploration. Find beauty where 
you are. Shift directions for new 
destinations.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Farmer Le Van Tam tends coffee plants at a coffee farm in Dak Lak province, Vietnam

ENVIRONMENT

How EU deforestation laws are 
reordering the world of coffee
ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL, 
BUON MA THUOT

LE Van Tam is no stranger to 
how the vagaries of global tra-

de can determine the fortunes of 
small coffee farmers like him.

He first planted coffee in a pat-
ch of land outside Buon Ma Thuot 
city in Vietnam’s Central Highland 
region in 1995. For years, his focus 
was on quantity, not quality. Tam 
used ample amounts of fertilizer 
and pesticides to boost his yields, 
and global prices determined how 
well he did.

Then, in 2019, he teamed up 
with Le Dinh Tu of Aeroco Cof-
fee, an organic exporter to Europe 
and the U.S., and adopted more 
sustainable methods, turning his 
coffee plantation (field) into a a 
sun-dappled forest. The coffee 
grows side-by-side with tamarind 
trees that add nitrogen to the soil 
and provide support for black pe-
pper vines. Grass helps keep the 
soil moist and the mix of plants 
discourages pest outbreaks. The 
pepper also adds to Tam’s income.

“The output hasn’t increased, 
but the product’s value has,” he 
said.

In the 1990s, Tam was among 
thousands of Vietnamese farmers 
who planted more than a million 
hectares of coffee, mostly robus-
ta, to take advantage of high glo-
bal prices. By 2000, Vietnam had 
become the second-largest pro-
ducer of coffee, which provides a 
tenth of its export income.

Vietnam is hoping that farmers 

like Tam will benefit from a po-
tential reordering of how coffee is 
traded due to more stringent Eu-
ropean laws to stop deforestation.

The European Deforestation 
Regulation or EUDR will outlaw 
sales of products like coffee from 
December 30, 2024, if companies 
can’t prove they are not linked 
with deforestation. The new ru-
les don’t just seek to reduce risks 
of illegal logging and its scope is 
wide: It will apply to cocoa, coffee, 
soy, palm oil, wood, rubber, and 
cattle. To sell those products in 
Europe big companies will have 
to provide evidence showing they 
come from land where forests ha-
ven’t been cut since 2020. Smaller 
companies have till July 2025 to 
do so.

Deforestation is the second-bi-
ggest source of carbon emissions 
after fossil fuels. Europe ranked se-
cond behind China in the amount 
of deforestation caused by its im-
ports in 2017, according to a 2021 
World Wildlife Fund report. If im-
plemented well, the EUDR could 
help reduce this, especially if the 
more stringent standards for tra-
cing where products come from 
becomes the “new normal,” Helen 
Bellfield a policy director at Global 
Canopy told The Associated Press 
in an interview.

IT’S NOT FAILSAFE
Companies can just sell pro-

ducts that don’t meet the new 
requirements elsewhere, without 
reducing deforestation. Thou-
sands of small farmers unable to 

provide the potentially expensi-
ve data could be left out. Much 
depends on how countries and 
companies react to the new laws, 
Bellfield said. Countries must 
help smaller farmers by building 
national systems ensure their ex-
ports are traceable. Otherwise, 
companies may just buy from 
very large farms that can prove 
they have complied.

Already, orders for Ethiopian 
grown coffee have fallen. And 
Peru lacks the capacity to provi-
de information needed for coffee 
and cocoa grown in the Peruvian 
Amazon.

This is on top of other challen-
ges, which in Vietnam include 
worsening droughts and receding 
ground water levels.

“There will be winners and lo-
sers,” she said.

Vietnam can’t afford to lose 
— Europe is the largest market 
for its coffee, comprising 40% of 
its coffee exports. Six weeks after 
the EUDR was approved, Viet-
nam’s agriculture ministry started 
working to prepare coffee growing 
provinces for the shift. It has since 
rolled out a national plan that in-
cludes a database of where crops 
are grown and mechanisms to 
make this information traceable.

The Southeast Asian nation has 
long promoted more sustainable 
farming methods, viewing laws 
like the EUDR as an “an inevitable 
change,” according to an August 
2023 agriculture ministry com-
munique. The EUDR could help 
accelerate such a transformation, 

according to agriculture minister 
Le Minh Hoang.

Tam and Tu, his export partner, 
were quick to adapt.

Even if the costs are higher, Tu 
said, they can get better prices for 
their high quality coffee

“We must choose the highest 
quality. Otherwise, we will always 
be laborers,” Tu said, while si-
pping a cup of his favorite coffee 
at his company’s coffee proces-
sing factory adjoining Tam’s farm. 
This is where trucks laden with 
red coffee cherries, both robus-
ta and arabica, arrive from other 
farms, where the pulp of the fruit 
removed and beans of coffee laid 
out on tables to dry in the sun.

Tu already has certificates from 
international agencies for sustai-
nability that will enable him to 
deal with the EUDR. Such certi-
ficates typically address the issue 
of deforestation, although some 
tweaks may be needed, said Da-
vid Hadley, program director for 
regulatory impacts at the non-
-profit group Preferred by Nature 
in Costa Rica.

Ensuring that Vietnam’s rou-
ghly half a million small farmers, 
who produce about 85% of its 
coffee, are able to collect and pro-
vide data showing their farms did 
not cause deforestation remains a 
challenge. Some may struggle to 
use smartphones to collect geolo-
cation coordinates. Small expor-
ters need to set up systems to pre-
vent other uncertified products 
from being mixed with coffee that 
meets EUDR requirements, said 

Loan Le of International Econo-
mics Consulting.

Farmers also will need docu-
ments proving they have com-
plied with national laws for land 
use, environmental protection 
and labor, Le said. Moreover, cof-
fee’s long value chain — from pro-
ducing beans to collecting them 
and processing them — requires 
digital systems to ensure records 
are error-free.

THE SOUTH AMERICAN WAY
Brazil, the world’s largest coffee 

producer, is better placed, said 
Bellfield of Global Canopy, since 
its coffee grows on plantations 
that far are away from forests 
and it has a relatively well orga-
nized supply chain. Also, Brazi-
lian-grown coffee is most likely 
to meet the EUDR requirements, 
according to a 2024 Brazilian stu-
dy, because much of it is exported 
to the EU, Brazil has fewer small 
farmers, and about a third of its 
coffee growing acreage already 
has some kind of sustainability 
certification.

The EUDR has acknowledged 
concerns for less well prepared 
suppliers by giving them more 
time and said the European go-
vernment will work with impac-
ted countries to “enable the tran-
sition” while “paying particular 
attention” to the needs of small 
holders and Indigenous commu-
nities. A review in 2028 will also 
look at impacts on smallholders.

“Despite this we still anticipa-
te it being costly and difficult for 
small holder farming communi-
ties,” she said.

In Peru, collecting information 
about hundreds of thousands of 
small farmers is difficult given the 
country’s weak institutions and 
the fact that most farmers lack 
land titles, according to a study 
of EUDR impacts by the Amazon 
Business Alliance, a joint-initia-
tive by USAID, Canada and the 
nonprofit group Conservation In-
ternational.

Ethiopia, where coffee makes 
up about a third of total export 
earnings according to a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture report, 
has been slow to react. The natio-
nal plan it rolled out in February 
2024 fails to resolve the funda-
mental issue of how to gather 
required data from millions of 
small farmers and provide that 
information to buyers, said Gizat 
Worku, head of the Ethiopian Cof-
fee Exporters Association.

“That requires a huge amount 
of resources,” he said

Gizat, who like many Ethio-
pians goes by his first name, said 
that orders are falling due to dou-
bts about the country’s ability to 
comply with the EUDR. Some tra-
ders are contemplating switching 
to other markets, like the Middle 
East or China, where Ethiopian 
coffee is “booming,” he said. But 
switching markets isn’t easy.

“These regulations are going to 
have a tremendous impact,” Gizat 
said. MDT/AP
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EURO 2024
Germany to impose 
security checks 
on all its borders
GERMANY will carry out 

border controls at all 
its frontiers during soccer’s 
European Championship in 
June and July, the country’s 
top security official told local 
media.

Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser told the daily Rheinis-
che Post in comments pub-
lished yesterday that che-
cks will be carried out at all 
German borders during the 
tournament “to be able to 
prevent possible violent cri-
minals entering.” She added 
that “this is necessary to pro-
tect this major international 
event as best possible.”

Authorities’ focus is on 
protection against Islamic 
and other extremists, hoo-
ligans and others, and se-
curing networks against 
cyberattacks, she said.

Faeser’s comments come 
shortly after the attack on a 
suburban Moscow concert 
hall that was claimed by an 
affiliate of the Islamic State 
group.

However, the decision 
to restore border checks 

during the soccer tourna-
ment had long been expec-
ted. It has become standard 
practice for countries in 
Europe’s nominally ID che-
ck-free travel zone known 
as the Schengen area during 
big sports events and major 
summits.

Germany already is car-
rying out checks on its eas-
tern and southern borders 
with Poland, the Czech Re-
public, Austria and Switzer-
land as a result of concerns 
over migration.

The European Cham-
pionship starts June 14, 
with host Germany playing 
Scotland in the opening ma-
tch in Munich. The final will 
be played in Berlin on July 
14.

Italy followed France on 
Monday in stepping up se-
curity after the Moscow at-
tack. Faeser’s ministry said 
Monday that while the threat 
from Islamic extremists re-
mains acute, German autho-
rities’ risk assessment hasn’t 
changed so far as a result of 
the attack. MDT/AP

Kusini Yengi of Australia celebrates with teammates after scoring 
a goal

FOOTBALL

Australia and Palestine 
win again in Asia 
qualifying for World Cup
A

U S T R A L I A 
thrashed Le-
banon 5-0 and 
became the first 

team to advance to the 
final round of Asia quali-
fying for the 2026 World 
Cup yesterday.

An early goal from Ku-
sini Yengi in Canberra sent 
the Socceroos on the way 
to a fourth successive win 
in Group I and ensured 
progress to the next stage 
with two matches to spare.

Palestine stayed second 
in the group after beating 
Bangladesh 1-0 and on 
course for a first appea-
rance in the final round of 
qualifying.

With less than two mi-
nutes on the clock, the 
impressive Craig Goodwin 
crossed from the left for 
Yengi to score his first goal 

for Australia from close 
range.

Australia put the game 
beyond Lebanon in the 
first three minutes of the 
second half. Bassel Jradi 
knocked in an own goal 
following a corner and 
Goodwin fired home a 
third.

John Iredale came off 
the bench to make it 4-0 
midway through the se-

cond half with his first in-
ternational goal, and Goo-
dwin added his second 
and Australia’s fifth with 
nine minutes remaining 
thanks to an Iredale assist.

“It means the world to 
me personally, and to the 
boys,” Iredale said. “We set 
out to score more goals to-
night and we’re pleased we 
did that.

“Craig Goodwin’s got an 

unbelievable left foot, and 
having him in the squad 
really boosts our quality. I 
was really pleased to help 
him get his second goal.”

Michel Termanini sco-
red Palestine’s winner in 
Dhaka four minutes into 
stoppage time.

Palestine has seven 
points, five more than 
Lebanon and six clear of 
Bangladesh.

The North Korea-Japan 
qualifier in Pyongyang 
was canceled by FIFA after 
Korea said it couldn’t host 
the game.

The top two teams from 
each of the nine groups in 
the second round progress 
to the final round where 
Asia’s increased automatic 
allocation of eight World 
Cup places will be on offer. 
MDT/AP
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Germany Train drivers and 
some crew for the country’s 
main railway operator will 
see their working week 
reduced from 38 hours to 
35 by 2029 without having 
their pay cut, but will have 
an option to work longer 
for more money, the two 
sides said yesterday. The 
arrangement is central to 
a deal that state-owned 
operator Deutsche Bahn 
reached Monday with 
the GDL union, which 
represents many of its 
drivers and some other 
workers, after five months 
of negotiations punctuated 
by strikes.

UK A court ruled yesterday 
that Julian Assange 
can’t be extradited to 
the United States on 
espionage charges unless 
U.S. authorities guarantee 
he won’t get the death 
penalty, giving the WikiLeaks 
founder a partial victory 
in his long legal battle 
over the site’s publication 
of classified American 
documents. Two High Court 
judges said they would 
grant Assange a new appeal 
unless U.S. authorities give 
further assurances within 
three weeks about what will 
happen to him. The ruling 
means the legal saga, which 
has dragged on for more 
than a decade, will continue 
— and Assange will remain 
inside London’s high-
security Belmarsh Prison.

Hungary A former 
government insider turned 
oppositionist released an 
audio recording yesterday 
that he says is proof that 
top officials conspired to 
cover up corruption, the 
latest twist in a scandal 
that’s shaken Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán’s 
domination of the country’s 
politics. The country’s 
largest protests in years 
erupted in early February, 
when it was revealed 
that the president had 
issued a pardon to a man 
imprisoned for covering 
up a string of child sexual 
abuse by the director of a 
state-run orphanage.

China hands down terms of life to 8 years for 
sports officials convicted of taking bribes

The former president of the Chinese Football Association has 
been sentenced to life in prison amid a wide-ranging crackdown 
on sports corruption.

Chinese courts yesterday handed down sentences of between 
eight years and life in prison to officials in the Communist Party-
-controlled sports programs, accusing them of taking bribes and 
committing other financial crimes.

Chen Xuyuan, the former CFA president, received a life sentence 
for helping fix matches and using his various positions to commit 
financial crimes, state media reported.

Xinhua reported that all of Chen’s personal property would be 

confiscated and his illegal gains would be recovered and turned 
over to the state treasury.

Other high-ranking officials sentenced to prison for taking bribes 
included the former head of the National Athletics Association, 
Hong Chen, who was sentenced to 13 years, former high-ranking 
soccer official Chen Yongliang, who received 14 years, and Dong 
Zheng, former CEO of Chinese Football Association Super League 
Company, for eight years.

The league is largely backed by real estate firms that have beco-
me overextended and cannot deliver finished apartments or pay 
back their debts.

OPINION
Business Views
Shuli Ren, Bloomberg

TOO much exposure to 
bright outdoor lights at 

night may increase a per-
son’s stroke risk, new resear-
ch suggests.

The study involved more 
than 28,000 people living in 
a large city in China. Resear-
chers found that people ex-
posed to the highest levels 
of artificial outdoor light at 
night had a 43% increased 
risk of developing cerebro-
vascular disease, as compa-
red to those with the lowest 
levels of exposure. Cerebro-
vascular disease includes 
stroke and other conditions 
affecting blood flow to the 
brain.

Previous studies have 
linked increased exposure 
to bright, artificial light to 
the development of cardio-
vascular disease, which are 
conditions related to blood 
flow in arteries. Researchers 
said their study is one of 
the first to explore the re-
lationship between light at 
night and brain health.

“Our study suggests that 
higher levels of exposure to 
outdoor artificial light at ni-
ght may be a risk factor for 
cerebrovascular disease,” 
study co-author Dr. Jian-
bing Wang said in a news 
release. Wang is a researcher 
in the departments of pu-
blic health and endocrino-
logy of the Children’s Hos-
pital, Zhejiang University 
School of Medicine and the 
National Clinical Research 

Center for Children’s Health 
in Hangzhou, China. Peo-
ple, especially those living 
in urban areas, should con-
sider reducing that exposu-
re to protect themselves, he 
said.

The study was published 
Monday in the American 
Heart Association journal 
Stroke.

About 80% of the world’s 
population lives in light-
-polluted environments, 
the study’s authors said. 
Continuous exposure to 
artificial light at night can 
suppress production of 
melatonin, a hormone that 
promotes sleep. People 
with poor sleep, compared 
to good sleepers, are more 
likely to experience worse 
cardiovascular health over 
time, the researchers said.

The study involved 
28,302 adults living in Nin-
gbo, an industrial port city 
of more than 8.2 million 
people on China’s east 
coast. Almost 60% of the 
participants were women, 
and the average age was 
62. Among those excluded 
from the study were peo-
ple with extreme levels of 
exposure to outdoor light 
at night, people previously 
diagnosed with cerebrovas-
cular disease and those who 
developed it within a year 
after enrolling.

The analysis and follow-
-ups were conducted from 
2015 to 2021. Exposure to 

residential outdoor night-
time light was assessed by 
satellite images that ma-
pped light pollution. Cases 
of stroke were confirmed 
by hospital medical records 
and death certificates.

Among the study parti-
cipants, 1,278 people de-
veloped cerebrovascular 
disease, including 777 cases 
of ischemic stroke, the most 
common type of stroke, 
where a clot blocks blood 
flow to the brain.

The study also looked at 
levels of air pollution and 
found its possible effects to 
be independent from light 
exposure.

People exposed to the hi-
ghest levels of the type of air 
pollution associated with 
the combustion of gasoli-
ne, oil, diesel fuel or wood 
had a 41% increased risk of 
developing cerebrovascular 
disease compared to parti-
cipants with the lowest le-
vels of exposure.

People exposed to the hi-
ghest levels of air pollution 
caused by dust or smoke 
had a 50% increased risk 
of cerebrovascular disease 
compared to those exposed 
to the lowest levels.

And those exposed to the 
highest levels of nitrogen 
oxide from motor vehicle 
and power plant emissions, 
had a 31% higher risk of 
cerebrovascular disease 
compared to those with the 
lowest exposure. MDT/AP

Bright outdoor 
light at night may 
increase stroke risk
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Hong Kong property 
tycoons are selling 
super call options

Do people see residential property as a utility or an 
investment? Hong Kong’s property tycoons are ra-
cing to find out.

Consider Uptown East in Kowloon Bay, developed 
by Wong Sun Hing Ltd. Its latest pre-sales pitch in-
cluded a so-called “super flex stage payment plan”, 
where buyers only need to put down 5% deposit, 
with the rest to be paid upon completion, expected in 
2025. This payment plan was not available earlier this 
month. Last week, Wong Sun Hing and its partner 
New World Development Co. sold 50 of the latest 132 
units on offer in the first 30 minutes. A recent survey 
by Bloomberg Intelligence shows that more than half 
of Hong Kong’s home buyers could accelerate their 
purchase plans over fears of price hikes.

Wong Sun Hing is essentially writing a call option 
to those who want upside exposures. After all, home 
prices have broadly dropped by 25% since their 2021 
high. The average selling price of Uptown East’s first 
batch of units was HK$14,808 ($1,893) per square 
foot, or 31% lower than an adjacent complex nearby, 
which went up for sale in December 2021.

This kind of transaction works for both sides. Deve-
lopers are in a hurry. They need to capture this golden 
sales window, created by the government’s complete 
removal of its decade-long home purchase restric-
tions late February. The aim is to show banks that 
their projects can still sell, so nervous lenders do not 
pull loans. Meanwhile, if the city’s property market 
doesn’t rebound in a year’s time, buyers can simply 
walk away, and builders will be able to keep the for-
feited deposits and thereby lower their cost base.

With the city’s future still uncertain, Hong Kong’s 
developers need to be aggressive. That can even 
mean deploying sales tactics that do not make sense 
from an operating cash flow perspective. 

As for investors, it was a leveraged play — 20 ti-
mes gearing in Uptown East’s case — to test out an 
important market where liquidity and transparen-
cy were drained over time by the government’s past 
policies. According to Morgan Stanley, even without 
counting those from the mainland, there are around 
184,000 non-permanent residents in Hong Kong who 
can now purchase apartments without paying extra 
stamp duty. Among existing residents, about 408,000 
have wealth above HK$10 million and could buy a se-
cond home — with no additional tax burden — as an 
investment. About two-thirds of the city’s households 
are mortgage-free. Buying a call option is thus the best 
way to explore this kind of blue-sky scenario.

This perhaps explains the logic behind some of 
the seemingly outlandish deals in recent weeks. A 
buyer bought all 24 units put up for sale at Hender-
son Land Development Co.’s Belgravia Place project 
for more than HK$166 million. This pre-sales move 
allows investors to delay 90% of payments until de-
livery.

So far, primary sales this month seem to indicate a 
sizable chunk of investment demand. Last weekend, 
Wheelock Properties Ltd. sold out its entire first bat-
ch of 368 units on offer, with investors taking up one-
-fifth of the total. Apparently, people in Hong Kong 
don’t quite agree with President Xi Jinping’s mantra 
that housing is to be lived in, not speculated upon.

Ultimately, this phenomenon goes down to the ci-
ty’s lack of wealth management options for the midd-
le class. Hong Kong has hundreds of thousands of mi-
ni-millionaires that private bankers ignore. As such, 
people are going for physical assets instead. Hong 
Kong’s billionaire developers must be somewhat re-
lieved. [Abridged]

Courtesy Bloomberg/Shuli Ren
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