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South Korea A crowd of 
people, some weeping, 
gathered at a rain-
soaked amusement 
park in South Korea to 
bid farewell to a beloved 
giant panda before her 
departure to China 
yesterday. Fu Bao has 
been a major attraction 
at the Everland theme 
park near Seoul since 
she was born there in 
2020 to pandas Ai Bao 
and Le Bao, who came 
from China in 2016 on a 
15-year lease program.

Ukraine yesterday 
lowered the military 
conscription age 
from 27 to 25 in an 
effort to replenish its 
depleted ranks after 
more than two years 
of war following Russia’s 
full-scale invasion. 
The new mobilization 
law came into force 
a day after Ukraine 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy signed it. 
Ukraine’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, passed 
it last year. It was not 
immediately clear why 
Zelenskyy took so long 
to sign the measure into 
law. 

UNITED NATIONS 
Supporters of the 
Palestinians’ request for 
full membership in the 
United Nations asked 
the U.N. Security Council 
to revive their application 
for admission submitted 
in 2011. But the United 
States is again almost 
certain to block it. The 
supporters’ letter to 
the council president 
included the names of 
140 countries that have 
recognized a Palestinian 
state, including 
members of the 
22-nation Arab Group at 
the United Nations, the 
57-nation Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, 
and the 120-member 
Nonaligned Movement.

TAIWAN ROCKED 
BY TREMOR
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Strongest earthquake in 25 years hit the island, killing 
nine people and injuring hundreds
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PJ issues warning on 
SMS phishing fraud

The Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
recently received 33 reports of SMS 
phishing fraud. Of these, 28 involved 
scammers impersonating UnionPay 
Mobile QuickPass and Mannings. 
Six cases reported losses totaling 
approximately MOP92,000. In some 
instances, banks were alerted and 
halted payments. The police said the 
victims were all Macau residents, and 
six of them lost between MOP1,600 
to MOP 40,000 each.  

IFTM rebranded as 
Macao University 
of Tourism

The Macao Institute for Tourism 
Studies (IFTM) has changed its name 
to the Macao University of Tourism, 
effective April 1. This comes 
following government discussions 
confirming the institute’s software 
and infrastructure meet the criteria 
for university status. Meanwhile, 
the upcoming academic year will 
see the launch of new programs 
including the Bachelor of Science 
in International Business and 
Innovative Communication, the 
revamped Bachelor of Science in 
Marketing and Brand Management; 
two Masters programs in Events 
Management; and a Doctor of 
Business Administration program.

Trade union bill 
to be voted on in 
AL this month

The Second Standing Committee 
has concluded discussions on the 
trade union bill, aiming to submit it to 
the Legislative Assembly for detailed 
review and voting this month. The 
bill will regulate the formation and 
registration of trade unions and 
trade union federations, and clarify 
that the purpose of trade unions 
must be to safeguard and promote 
the labor rights and interests of 
employees. The committee noted 
that there are 459 existing employee 
associations in Macau, and the bill 
will take effect on March 31 next 
year.

LRT passengers 
decrease 

The Light Rapid Transit carried 
an average of 12,000 passengers 
per day in March this year (2024), 
a monthly decrease of 4,700 
passengers. From January to 
March this year, the average daily 
passenger volume of the LRT 
exceeded 10,000. In February, it 
recorded 16,700 passengers, the 
second-highest number since its 
first month of operation. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Easter holidays season 
saw fewer visitors than ex-

pected to Macau, according to 
figures from the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) Immigration 
Department.

A total of 476,027 visitors en-
tered Macau in the first five days 
of the Easter Holiday (March 29 
to April 2).

This amounts to a daily ave-
rage of 95,205, almost 5,000 be-
low the forecast from the Macao 
Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO) director, Maria Helena 
de Senna Fernandes, who ear-
lier last week had predicted a 
daily average of at least 100,000.

The peak of the visitor arri-
vals was reached on the second 
day (March 30) when some 
122,235 visitors crossed the bor-
der into Macau.

Nonetheless, this year’s re-
sults represent an increase of 
17.76% year-on-year when 
compared with the first five 
days of the same season last 
year (404,237).

According to Senna Fernan-
des, hotel occupancy in Macau 
was about 88% during these 
first five days, a figure also no-
ted by the president of the Tra-
vel Industry Council of Macau, 
Andy Wu.

The MGTO director also no-
ted the growth in international 
visitation, which reached some 
7,200 in the first four days, an 
80% increase year-on-year.

As expected, most of those 
arriving in Macau (75%) came 
from the mainland, with Hong 
Kong coming second at 19%.

Foreigner visitors represen-
ted 4%, while those arriving 
from Taiwan were around 2%.

According to the latest figu-
res available at the time of the 
report, it is estimated the daily 
average for the first six days of 
the Easter Holidays and Ching 
Ming Festival should have dro-
pped to around 91,000.

NO FORECAST YET 
FOR MAY DAY

Although visitor arrivals were 
below expectations during the 
first five days, Senna Fernan-
des has maintained a forecast 
of 100,000 per day on average 
for the upcoming Ching Ming 

Festival for the upcoming three 
days (April 4-6). The festival 
starts today and continues over 
the weekend.

She refrained from making 
a concrete prediction for next 
month’s May Day Golden Week 
(May 1 to May 5), but noted it is 
expected to exceed the Easter 
and Ching Ming Holidays.

GROWTH IN VISITORS FROM 
NEWLY ADDED IVS CITIES 

The number of visitors to 
Macau from the cities of Qing-
dao and Xi’an, recently added 
to the Individual Visit Scheme 
(IVS) to Hong Kong and Macau, 
has been growing steadily, the 
MGTO director said.

Citing data from February 
this year, Senna Fernandes 
said visitors from Xi’an totaled 
about 36,000, while those from 

Qingdao reached 18,000.
According to MGTO calcu-

lations, the figures account for 
a growth of 14% and 40% year-
-on-year respectively when 
compared with pre-pandemic 
(2019).

She expected visitors from 
these two cities would continue 
to grow, as the local tourism au-
thority has been targeting pro-
motion particularly oriented for 
these two market sources.

AIRPORT REPORTS 
80.4% MORE PASSENGERS 
OVER EASTER

During the first four days of 
the Easter Holiday, the Macau 
International Airport (MIA) has 
reportedly handled 88,978 pas-
sengers, an increase of 80.38% 
when compared year-on-year 
with the same period last year, 

the MIA Company has said.
According to the statement, 

the number of aircraft move-
ments (arrivals and departures) 
has also increased by 44.62% to 
658 this year.

When compared to pre-pan-
demic times (2019) the number 
of passengers has recovered by 
74%, while aircraft movements 
have recovered 76%.

The MIA added that during 
this year, the company will con-
tinue to develop medium and 
long-haul routes while actively 
cooperating with airlines to de-
velop connecting flights.

One of the services the local 
airport wants to start is the so-
-called “one ticket to the final 
destination” and baggage check 
to facilitate travel connections 
to Europe and the United States 
(among others) from Macau.

Easter holidays attract fewer 
visitors than expected
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Hotel Central 
named boutique 
hotel of the year

The revamped Hotel Central has been 
selected as the “Designer’s Boutique 
Hotel of the Year” at the 19th 
China Tourism and Culture Starlight 
Awards, according to Lek Hang 
Group developer Sio Chong Meng. 
At nearly 100 years old, the structure 
near Senado Square is the only 
heritage hotel in Macau to receive the 
accolade. Meng described renovating 
the historic property as a “labor of 
love,” restoring design elements from 
the hotel’s past in its 114 rooms, 
each themed to represent specific 
decades from the 1920s to 1950s. 

Macau tops
China leisure 
destination for 5th 
consecutive year 

For the fifth year in a row, Macau has 
been honored with the title of the 
best city in China for leisure travel 
at the TTG China Travel Awards. Six 
Macau hotels also received awards, 
including Sands Resorts Macau, 
which was named best resort in 
China for the seventh time. The 
awards ceremony was recently held 
in Shanghai, the first since 2018 
due to the pandemic. Established in 
2008, the TTG China Travel Awards 
recognize excellence in travel across 
Greater China.

LYNZY VALLES

A
N earthquake mea-
suring 7.2 magnitu-
de struck off Taiwan’s 
eastern coast during 

rush hour yesterday morning, 
sending tremors felt in the capi-
tal Taipei as well as in southern 
Japan, eastern China and the 
Philippines.

Yesterday morning, the Me-
teorological and Geophysics 
Bureau (SMG) claimed the coast 
of Macau “could be hit by a tsu-
nami, with a low impact.”

The earthquake, which oc-
curred at 7:58 a.m., initially 
prompted tsunami warnings 
in Taiwan, southern Japan and 
the Philippines, with waves less 
than half a meter high observed 
along some coasts. 

Later, all tsunami warnings in 
the region were lifted.

SMG reported the earthquake 
was recorded with an epicenter 
located around 838 kilometers 

east-northeast of Macau.
The Hong Kong observatory 

said more than 100 residents 
reported feeling the tremors for 
several seconds.

Meanwhile, the local gover-
nment has activated an emer-

gency mechanism and contac-
ted Macau students studying 
in Hualien following the earth-
quake - the strongest in a quar-
ter-century.

According to the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau 

(DSEDJ), local students residing 
on the island said they are safe 
and do not need help at the mo-
ment.

DSEDJ data shows 20 Macau 
students studying in universi-
ties in Hualien County, the epi-
center of the quake.

The DSEDJ said it has con-
tacted associations that serve 
Macau students in Taiwan to as-
sess the current situation.

Speaking to TDM, director 
Maria Helena de Senna Fernan-
des of the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) said au-
thorities have not received any 
calls for assistance.

In Taipei, tiles fell from older 
buildings as the earthquake 
shook the city, and schools eva-
cuated their students to spor-
ts fields, equipping them with 
yellow safety helmets. 

Government statistics re-
vealed nine people were killed,  
1,011 were injured and 77 stran-
ded. 

TAIWAN EARTHQUAKE

Gov’t activates emergency 
mechanism for Macau students 
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Air Macau expands long-
haul flights with new 
wide-body aircraft

Air Macau has welcomed its first wide-
body aircraft this year, an A330-300 
leased from Air China that arrived from 
Hangzhou. The carrier aims to introduce 
a second wide-body jet mid-year as it 
develops long-haul routes to Europe and 
the Middle East. The expansion comes after 
Air Macau announced plans in January to 
introduce two wide-body aircraft in support 
of Macau’s aviation sector.  Currently, 26 
airlines serve Macau International Airport, 
linking the city to 23 mainland Chinese 
cities, three Taiwanese destinations and 17 
international ports. 

Macau Legend extends
sale deadline for 
Laos casino

Macau Legend has announced a sale 
extension of its casino resort business in 
Laos, Savan Legend, pushing it back to April 
15. While no specific reason was provided 
for the latest delay, the decision follows 
previous postponements. First scheduled 
for resolution in February, it was postponed 
to March 31. Savan Legend was initially 
planned to be sold for USD39 million.

RENATO MARQUES

MPAY’S cross-bor-
der payment ser-

vice, launched by Ma-
cau Pass in August 2023, 
has recorded significant 
growth in transactions 
in Japan during the first 
quarter (Q1) of this year, 
the company has said.

In Q1, MPay’s tran-
saction volume and 
number of transactions 
in Japan increased by 
over 200% when com-
pared to the fourth 
quarter (Q4) of 2023.

The company at-
tributed the growth to 
stronger support for the 
digital economy and 
cross-border payments.

Macau Pass has no-
ted that Japan was one 
of the first countries 
where MPay launched 
cross-border payment 
services through Ali-
pay+. 

Japan is also a popu-
lar travel destinations 
for local residents, parti-
cularly at the end of the 

Q1 with the influx of the 
so-called “Cherry Blos-
som Tourists.”

Currently, individuals 
from Macau can use 
MPay to shop at parti-
cipating stores in Japan, 
settle transactions in 
MOP, and enjoy favora-
ble exchange rates.

The company has 

expanded its coverage 
to over fifty countries 
overseas, allowing the 
MPay wallet within the 
Chinese mainland and 
Hong Kong SAR to be 
used globally for tran-
sactions.

Ant International 
has also announced its 
cross-border mobile 
payment solution, Ali-
pay+, has connected 
two million merchants 
in Japan, enabling bu-
sinesses of all sizes to 
seamlessly cater to glo-
bal visitors using their 
home country e-wallets.

Alipay+ supports 
16 e-wallets and bank 
applications in Japan, 
including MPay (Ma-

cau), Alipay (Chinese 
mainland), AlipayHK 
(Hong Kong), South Ko-
rea’s Kakao Pay, Naver 
Pay, and Toss, Singapo-
re’s OCBC Digital, Chan-
gi Pay, and EZ-Link, 
Malaysia’s Touch ‘n Go 
eWallet and Public Bank 
Berhad’s MyPB, the Phi-
lippines’ GCash and 
HelloMoney, Thailand’s 
TrueMoney, Mongolia’s 
Hipay, and Italy’s Tina-
ba.

Transactions by 
‘cherry blossom touris-
ts’ using Alipay+ partner 
electronic payment pla-
tforms in Japan cons-
titute 10% of the total 
expenditure by inbound 
tourists.

STATS

MPay reports 200% growth in payment 
volume by local users in Japan in Q1 

STAFF REPORTER

B
USINESSES in Ma-
cau’s residential nei-
ghborhoods sat quietly 
over the recent Easter 

holiday, illustrating that more 
Macau local residents are choo-
sing to spend their money across 
the border in mainland China, 
while visitors remain exclusively 
in the city’s tourist areas.

Business owners in Macau’s 
Northern District acknowledged 
that proximity to China means 
residents “can go outside [of 
Macau] to spend at practically 
no cost,” according to Ma Kin 
Cheong, director-general of the 
Industry and Commerce Asso-
ciation of Macau Northern Dis-
trict.

Some restaurants and resi-
dents in the Northern District 
said the Northbound Travel for 
Macau Vehicles program has also 
contributed to the decline in lo-
cal spending. This program has 
made it more convenient for re-
sidents to drive to the mainland, 
further reducing the incentive to 
spend locally.

While the Macau government 
has launched initiatives to boost 
tourism in residential areas, ins-
talling attractions in the Nor-
thern District and collaborating 
with casinos to revitalize places 
like Barra, these measures have 
yet to significantly impact the 
tourism situation and merchants 

are saying it is not enough.
Leong Ka Ion, deputy director-

-general of the Macao Catering 
Industry Association, told TDM 
that rising rent costs combined 
with diminishing customer num-
bers are putting intense pressu-
re on businesses outside tourist 
areas. 

He described the recent surge 
in closures as “more serious than 
during the pandemic” and esti-
mated that 30-40% of restauran-
ts his association contacted are 
contemplating shutting down. 

Leong voiced alarm over the 
growing wave of closures, attri-
buting the weakening of the local 
market partly to residents de-
parting Macau to visit, shop, and 
dine across the border in Guang-
dong instead.

“We hope the government can 
push forward more promotio-
nal measures allowing small and 

medium businesses to continue 
operating easily, in addition to 
encouraging local residents to 
stay in Macau and spend,” Leong 
said.

Residents in the Northern Ma-
cau District also noted the quiet 
streets over Easter. 

“There are very few people in 
the Northern Macau District and 
the Hac Sa Wan is quiet and de-
serted,” one resident said, as ci-
ted in the report. “Have you noti-
ced that many shops have closed 
down? I have seen many.”

Merchants also described 
weak business over the weekends. 

“Saturdays and Sundays are 
a bit worse because people can 
now drive to the mainland and 
go out for a day or two. Monday 
to Friday is much better for busi-

ness,” one merchant said.
Another merchant said “most 

of our customers are locals, and 
there are very few outsiders visi-
ting.” 

They added that “during the 
holidays, everyone goes to main-
land China, and it becomes very 
challenging. We also have to deal 
with rent increases and employee 
salaries.”

In contrast, stores in Macau’s 
casino and tourist districts repor-
ted decent Easter business. 

“Business was very positive,” 
said Stephen Anderson, owner of 
Cathedral Café, noting a “diverse 
crowd—which is always good to 
see.”

This stark difference unders-
cored the vulnerabilities of retai-
lers dependent on local patrons. 

As residents travel to Guang-
dong instead of spending in 
their own communities, nei-
ghborhood businesses suffer. 

Therefore, district business 
groups are urging government 
support, as the local market 
weakens and closures rise shar-
ply.

Macau businesses struggle without 
local customer base: association 

IN the neighboring region Hong Kong, local businesses 
are also suffering heavy financial losses from the recent 
Easter holiday exodus. 
Over 1.5 million Hong Kong residents left the city during 
the four-day break, resulting in an over 30% drop in 
revenue for restaurants compared to last year’s Easter 
holiday.
Simon Wong, head of a catering industry association, 
warned that if the trend of residents choosing to spend 
holidays in mainland China continues, it could seriously 
damage confidence in Hong Kong’s commerce and trade. 
Industries beyond dining were similarly impacted. 
Retail shops and popular tourist destinations like Sai Kung 

saw far fewer patrons, as locals opted to travel overseas 
or to visit mainland China instead of supporting the local 
economy.
One Sai Kung restaurant owner described the holiday 
period as the worst they have seen in decades due to the 
lack of domestic customers, as cited in media reports.
They appealed to authorities to not neglect Hong Kong 
businesses in pursuit of ambitious plans to develop 
the Greater Bay Area, stressing the region’s prosperity 
depends on retaining local consumer bases. 
If mass travel outflows persist during holiday periods, 
Wong fears hundreds more Hong Kong businesses could 
be forced to close.

Hong Kong businesses suffer as 
Easter travel bypasses local economy
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in March meet 
expectations
RENATO MARQUES

REVENUES from local casinos last month 
have aligned precisely with forecasts by se-

veral consulting, financial and investment insti-
tutions.

According to an official release by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bureau (DICJ), 
gross revenues for March totaled MOP19.503 
billion, marking the highest month this year thus 
far, surpassing January’s figures (MOP19.337 
billion).

March’s revenue represented a 53.1% increase 
year-on-year, compared to 2023 when casinos 
earned MOP12.738 billion.

Several financial institutions had previously 
forecasted March Gross Gaming Revenue (GGR) 
to fall between MOP19 billion and MOP19.5 
billion, a figure confirmed by the official records.

According to public broadcaster TDM, gaming 
analyst and managing partner at IGamiX, Ben 
Lee, has said the March figure was in line with 
the most optimistic forecasts from local market 
experts.

Lee said it is unlikely March’s gross gaming re-
venue of MOP 19.5 billion will be surpassed befo-
re the end of this year.

The expert did not believe local casinos would 
see monthly GGR results returning to 2019 highs, 
when monthly revenue was consistently above 
MOP20 billion, “primarily because we no longer 
have the VIP segment.”

According to projections cited by Lee from lo-
cal experts, the local market should be worth so-
mewhere between MOP18.5 billion and MOP19.5 
billion this year. 

He said current results are already at the upper 
end of projections but noted signs of stability in 
the market. 

LYNZY VALLES

MELCO International 
recorded net revenues 

of HKD29.53 billion, an in-
crease of 179.5% compared 
to HK$10.57 billion recor-
ded in the corresponding 
period of 2022. 

Data from the group 
shows Melco has nar-
rowed its losses to HKD3.49 
billion, compared with a 
loss for the year of HKD9.99 
billion in 2022. 

Melco considers the 
2023 year to be significant 
to its “journey of post-pan-
demic recovery and expan-
sion.” 

This is attributed to the 
increase in revenues, im-
proved performance in 
all gaming segments and 
non-gaming operations 
following the earlier-than-

-expected relaxation of Co-
vid-19-related restrictions 
in Macau in January 2023, 
and the opening of the City 
of Dreams Mediterranean 
and Studio City Phase 2. 

In addition, the group 
launched residency con-
certs at Studio City in 2023.

Lawrence Ho, group 
chairman and CEO of Mel-
co International, said, “In 

Macau, our major market 
that has demonstrated 
continued growth potential 
and resilience.”

“We are encouraged by 
the strong rebound in visi-

tation in 2023. In particular, 
during this year’s Chinese 
New Year holiday, it rea-
ched levels comparable to 
those in 2019, signifying a 
strong start to the year.”

Meanwhile, Ho has also 
announced a line-up of 
non-gaming offers, inclu-
ding the second season of 
the residency concert se-
ries at Studio City, which 
began in March this year.

“Construction began on 
the Cineplex at Studio City 
Phase 2, and the highly ac-
claimed show, ‘The House 
of Dancing Water,’ is expec-
ted to return towards the 
end of 2024,” he added.

Late last year, Melco an-
nounced it was looking to 
open the House of Dancing 
Water for a relaunch late in 
the fourth quarter of 2024.

Back in 2020, the gaming 

operator announced the 
House of Dancing Water 
show at the City of Dreams 
Cotai property would be 
suspended amid the pan-
demic, to be redesigned by 
creator Franco Dragone.

However, towards the 
end of the year, the City 
of Dreams said the pan-
demic had had a major 
impact on the entertain-
ment industry. Thus, given 
the travel restrictions, the 
hiatus of the show would 
be extended longer than 
anticipated.

Plans are also underway 
to renovate The Count-
down hotel, introducing a 
new high-end luxury hotel 
for premium mass custo-
mers. The MICE space and 
guest rooms at Grand Hyatt 
Macau will also be upgra-
ded.

In July 2023, the group 
launched the inaugural in-
tegrated resort in Europe, 
City of Dreams Mediter-
ranean. However, Ho ack-
nowledged the ongoing re-
gional military conflicts are 
having a negative impact 
on tourism flows.

GAMING

Melco narrows losses in 2023, 
announces line up of non-gaming offers

EMOTIONS ran high as 
attendees bade farewell 

to Macau’s iconic horse ra-
cing track, with many ex-
pressing sadness over its 
permanent closure.

After more than 40 years, 
Macau’s hippodrome hos-
ted its final races Saturday, 
bringing an end to the sport 
in the city renowned for its 
massive casinos.

In January, the city’s go-
vernment announced the 
termination of its contract 
with the Macau Jockey Club 
(MJC), effective April. The 

decision came at the re-
quest of the Macau Horse 
Race Company, citing ope-
rational challenges as a rea-
son for the closure.

On Saturday, gamblers 
congregated in the half-full 
stands and placed their fi-
nal bets. Some tourists also 
visited the track.

Mai Wan-zun, a student 
from mainland China in 
Macau, said she wanted to 
experience a taste of the at-
mosphere. 

“We could come to see 
horse racing here in Macau, 

but not in mainland China,” 
she said.

Helena Chong, a Macau 
resident, decided to visit the 
race course for her first and 
last time to see what it was 
all about.

“It’s a pity to see the end 
of all this gambling and en-
tertainment,” she said.

Horse racing in the for-
mer Portuguese colony has 
faced economic challen-
ges in recent years and has 
struggled to recover from 
the impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Financial records reflect 
declining profits, with re-
venues falling from USD64 
million in 2017 to just 
USD24 million in 2022.

The MJC’s budget short-
falls are part of why the go-
vernment no longer consi-
ders horse racing viable.

In November, the group 
initiated a 30% reduction in 
horse betting prize money 
due to low turnover.

The closure, led by the 
late Stanley Ho’s fourth 
wife, Angela Leong, leaves 
numerous racehorse ow-
ners, jockeys, and stable 
staff facing an uncertain 
future as they lose their live-
lihoods. Concerns over the 
welfare of racehorses and 
the livelihoods of those in 
the industry have prompted 
calls for improved compen-
sation plans from the MJC. 

The government has 
mandated the removal 
of 289 horses stabled at the 
club by March 2025, urging 
owners to make necessary 
arrangements for their ani-
mals. 

Options include transfer-
ring ownership to the MJC, 
with the club assuming res-
ponsibility for associated 
expenses. 

In neighboring Hong 
Kong, horse-racing re-
mains popular and profi-
table. Its jockey club runs 
various gambling activities 
and is the city’s major con-
tributor to charitable en-
deavors. LV/AP

Macau horse racing 
ends after 40 years 
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I
N the 1971 film “Diamonds 
are Forever,” James Bond 
stays in a swanky suite at the 
Tropicana Las Vegas.

“I hear that the Hotel Tropica-
na is quite comfortable,” Agent 
007 says.

It was the Tropicana’s heyday, 
a frequent haunt of the legendary 
Rat Pack, while its past under the 
mob cemented its place in Vegas 
lore.

But after welcoming guests for 
67 years, the Las Vegas Strip’s thir-
d-oldest casino shut its doors for 
good on Tuesday (yesterday , Ma-
cau time). Employees crowded 
the main entrance, cheering and 
crying, while tourists and locals 
watched the historic moment 
from behind a yellow gate. A tis-
sue box made its way through the 
crowd.

Then, just before 1 p.m., se-
curity guards began locking up 
the Tropicana. The thick chains 
clinked as they were wrapped 
around the casino’s gold door 
handles.

Demolition is slated for Oc-
tober to make room for a $1.5 
billion Major League Baseball 
stadium — part of the city’s latest 
rebrand as a hub for sports enter-
tainment.

Charlie Granado, a bartender 
at the Tropicana, said it’s a bitter-
sweet ending for the place he has 
called a second home for 38 years.

“It’s time. It’s ran its course,” 
Granado said. “It makes me sad. 
But on the other hand, it’s a happy 
ending.”

The population of Clark Coun-

ty had just surpassed 100,000 
when the Tropicana opened on 
a Strip surrounded by vast, open 
desert. It cost $15 million to build 
three stories with 300 rooms split 
into two wings.

Black and white photographs 
from that time give a view into 
what it was like inside the walls 
of the Tropicana at its height, 
playing host to A-list stars — 
from Elizabeth Taylor and Debbie 
Reynolds to Frank Sinatra and 
Sammy Davis Jr. Mel Tormé and 
Eddie Fisher performed at the 
Tropicana.

Decades later, New Jersey re-
sident Joe Zappulla was among 
the final hotel guests to check out 
at the Tropicana before the locks 
went on the doors. He spent $600 
for a room and fulfilled a Vegas 

fantasy: lying on top of a craps ta-
ble on a casino floor.

“When else can I do this in Ve-
gas?” he said.

Zappulla grew up hearing gla-
morous tales from his parents, 
who honeymooned in Las Vegas 
in 1961 and visited often, about 
their run-ins with the Rat Pack 
during the Tropicana’s heyday. It’s 
a version of Sin City that his pa-
rents loved.

“Old Vegas, it’s going,” Zappulla 
said with tears sliding down his 
cheeks. “So I’m really clinging to a 
little piece of that.”

In a city known for reinvention, 
the Tropicana itself underwent 
major changes as Las Vegas evol-
ved. Two hotel towers were added 
in later years. In 1979, the casino’s 
now-beloved $1 million green-

-and-amber stained glass ceiling 
was installed above the casino 
floor.

Barbara Boggess was 26 when 
she started working at the Tropi-
cana in the late 1970s as a linen 
room attendant.

Now 72, Boggess has seen the 
Tropicana through its many ite-
rations. There was the 1980s re-
brand as “the Island of Las Vegas,” 
with a swim-up blackjack table at 
the pool, and the South Beach-
-themed renovation completed 
in 2011.

Today, only the low-rise hotel 
room wings remain of the original 
Tropicana structure. Yet the casi-
no still conjures up vintage Vegas 
nostalgia.

“When you first walk in, you 
see the stained glass and the low 

ceilings,” JT Seumala, a Las Vegas 
resident staying at the casino in 
March, said. “It does feel like you 
step back in time for a moment.”

Seumala and his husband 
roamed the sprawling property 
during their visit, turning down 
random hallways and taking pic-
tures of the purple-and-orange 
carpet, the wallpaper and the 
ceiling. They tried their luck at 
blackjack and roulette and made 
conversation with a cocktail ser-
ver who had worked there for 
25 years. They saved a few red 
$5 poker chips to remember the 
mob-era casino.

Behind the scenes of the ca-
sino’s opening decades ago, the 
Tropicana had ties to organized 
crime, largely through reputed 
mobster Frank Costello.

Costello was shot in the head 
in New York weeks after the Tro-
picana’s debut. He survived, but 
the investigation led police to a 
piece of paper in his coat pocket 
with the Tropicana’s exact earnin-
gs figure and mention of “money 
to be skimmed” for Costello’s as-
sociates, according to The Mob 
Museum.

By the 1970s, federal autho-
rities investigating mobsters in 
Kansas City charged more than a 
dozen operatives with conspiring 
to skim $2 million in gambling 
revenue from Las Vegas casinos, 
including the Tropicana. Charges 
connected to the Tropicana alone 
resulted in five convictions.

But there were many years of 
mob-free success at the Tropica-
na. It was home to the city’s lon-
gest running show, “Folies Berge-
re.” The topless revue, imported 
from Paris, had a nearly 50-year 
run and helped make the feathe-
red showgirl one of the most re-
cognizable Las Vegas icons.

Today, the casino once surrou-
nded by wide-open desert inter-
sects with a major street named 
for it at the south end of the Strip, 
dwarfed by towering megaresorts 
that Las Vegas is now known for. 
MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

As this year marks the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China 
and the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Macau 
Special Administrative Region 
(SAR), Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) hosted the 

MGM and Art Basel Hong 
Kong have joined forces 
to announce the launch of 
the “MGM Discoveries Art 
Prize” in 2025, aiming to 
support emerging artists 

Galaxy invites NPC, CPPC delegates 
to share spirit of ‘Two Sessions’ 

MGM and Art Basel Hong Kong unveil 
‘MGM Discoveries Art Prize’

Held at the Galaxy Audito-
rium of the Galaxy International 
Convention Center, the event 
invited Chui Sai Peng, deputy 
to the National People’s Con-
gress (NPC) and chairman of 
CCEA; Ma Chi Ngai, member 
of the National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Poli-
tical Consultative Conferen-
ce (CPPCC) and president of 
Board of the directors of MCC; 
and Francis Lui, member of the 
National Committee of the 
CPPCC and vice chairman of 
GEG, to share the spirit of the 
“Two Sessions” and profound 
insights with approximately 
600 GEG executives, repre-
sentatives of CCEA and the 
Macau University of Science 
and Technology (MUST) that 
attended in-person or online 
from different regions.

sector and a separate co-
cktail reception hosted by 
MGM, providing them with 
a “chance to apprecia-
te artworks from  renow-
ned and emerging artists 
worldwide to bring new 
perspectives and vitality 
into Macau’s arts scene,” 
according to the gaming 
operator.

The cocktail reception 
was recently held at the 
Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre, 
where Cristina Kuok, se-
nior vice president of Arts 
and Culture of MGM, said, 
“We hope to leverage this 
partnership with  Art Basel 
Hong Kong  to jointly pro-
pel global emerging talent 
forward in their careers 
and aspirations.”

“Sharing Session of the NPC 
and CPPCC – GEG National 
Education Series” for the fifth 
consecutive year with the su-
pport of the Macao Chamber 
of Commerce (MCC) and the 
Chinese Cultural Exchange 
Association (CCEA).

and foster new talent.
In addition, MGM has 

invited Macau’s cultural 
leaders and representa-
tives to join an exclusive 
tour of the “Discoveries” 

GAMING

The Tropicana Las Vegas, a mob-
era casino, closes after 67 years
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Helping Hand’s elderly care home in Zhaoqing

GBA posts nearly USD2 trillion
in economic output in 2023

GBA BECOMING A 
PREFERRED RETIREMENT 
DESTINATION FOR ELDERLY

INDICATORS & TRENDS

THE total economic 
output of the Guang-

dong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
exceeded 14 trillion yuan 
(about USD1.97 trillion) 
in 2023, achieving one 
ninth of China’s total 
with less than 0.6% of the 
national territorial area, 
local authorities have re-
vealed.

Zhu Wei, executive de-
puty director of the GBA 
office in Guangdong, said 
the total economic ou-
tput of the GBA was 10.8 

trillion yuan in 2018, and 
the past five years wit-
nessed an increase of 3.2 
trillion yuan.

Meanwhile, the GBA 
has seen an improved 
scientific and technolo-
gical innovation capacity, 
transportation network, 
more facilitating platfor-
ms and a better business 
environment, Zhu said.

Maggie Xiaoqing Fu, a 
professor at the Universi-
ty of Macau, said China’s 
economic landscape is 
displaying a stable and 
diversified trend, with 
positive prospects for the 

around 5% GDP growth 
target announced during 
the “two sessions.”

The ongoing supply-si-
de structural reforms are 
pivotal in optimizing the 
economic structure, the 
professor in finance and 
business economics said, 
adding that an increasing 
proportion of service and 
high-tech industries can 
inject new momentum 
into economic growth.

She said in an inter-
view at the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Confe-
rence 2024 that China has 
the advantage of concen-

trating efforts to accom-
plish major tasks. “It can 
not only adjust across 
cycles but also counter-
-cyclically regulate its 
economy.”

Fu also explained how 
the “new quality produc-
tive forces,” a new con-
cept in China’s develop-
ment, is poised to acce-
lerate growth across the 
region.

“By harnessing new 
technologies, industries, 
and formats, the Chinese 
economy can accelera-
te industrial upgrading, 
enhance innovation ca-
pabilities, and promote 
regional economic inte-
gration,” she said, noting 
that it will also create a 
more open, inclusive, and 
beneficial economic pa-
ttern in the Asian region.

ON THE AGENDA

A
N increasing num-
ber of Hong Kong’s 
elderly are choosing 
to retire in mainland 

China’s retirement homes, at-
tracted by improved transpor-
tation options, more affordable 
and superior living conditions, 
and evolving government poli-
cies, as reported by Bloomberg 
last week.

Hong Kong is experiencing 
a severe lack of elderly accom-
modation, with a waiting list 
of 16,000 for subsidized resi-
dential care services and wai-
ting periods extending up to 16 
months.

In the next few months, the 
Hong Kong government is set 
to allow seniors to use medi-
cal expense vouchers in seven 
healthcare facilities within the 
Greater Bay Area, encompas-
sing nine Guangdong cities. 
Additionally, a policy extension 
now enables Hong Kong’s el-
derly to receive subsidized ser-
vices at a Shenzhen hospital. 
This policy adjustment aims to 
support Hong Kong, known for 
one of the highest life expec-
tancies globally, as it navigates 
the challenges of an aging po-
pulation. Projections indicate 
that by 2046, over a third of the 
population will be 65 or older.

Public data reveals that for 
a 180-square-foot room with 
park views and an ensuite ba-
throom, residents pay roughly 
5,100 yuan ($708) monthly, 
nearly a quarter of what it wou-
ld cost in Hong Kong. The faci-
lity boasts amenities like a gym, 
a vegetable garden, and even 
goats and cats for residents to 
interact with. Additionally, the 
staff’s ability to speak Cantone-
se, a rarity in mainland China 
due to Mandarin’s dominance, 
is a noted advantage.

The resumption of high-s-

peed rail service post-pande-
mic has halved travel times to 
just two hours, facilitating ea-
sier visits with loved ones.

“Initially, it was either unk-
nown or deemed too distant 
and daunting,” remarks San-
dy Macalister, CEO of Helping 
Hand, a non-profit organiza-
tion serving Hong Kong’s se-
niors. Concerns included the 

potential loss of a spot on Hong 
Kong’s subsidized housing wai-
ting list for those considering 
a trial stay. “Now, the govern-
ment recognizes the benefits,” 
Macalister observes.

China Taiping Insurance 
Group reports that its senior li-
ving facility in Guangzhou wel-
comed its first resident from 
Hong Kong in January. Accor-

ding to the report, the company 
has since crafted insurance po-
licies catering to the needs of 
Hong Kong’s elderly eyeing reti-
rement in the Greater Bay Area.

Helping Hand has seen a 
doubling in inquiries since 
2022, with aspirations for the 
Zhaoqing facility to host 110 re-
sidents by December, up from 
95. Tours and overnight trials 
at Guangdong’s nursing homes 
have become popular recrea-
tional activities for Hong Kong’s 
seniors, offering day trips at 
no cost and overnight stays 
for approximately HK$300 
($38). “A majority of our parti-
cipants are relatively young, in 
their early 60s,” states Leung 
Che Cheung, president of the 
group. “They are keen to explo-
re their options,” he explained 
to Bloomberg.

A Survey Analysis: The Current 
Real Estate Marketing Situation in 
the China Greater Bay Area in the 
Context of the COVID-19 Epidemic
Juan Kong, Ema Izati Zull Kepili
Real Estate Management 
and Valuation (2023)

Real estate in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (also 
known as the Greater Bay Area, GBA) 
- a good representation of China’s 
advanced and developed urban ag-
glomeration - has received consider-
able attention from the international 
community in recent years. However, 
the real estate market has been un-
der extraordinary stress due to the 
expansion of COVID-19 in China, the 
strain on people’s livelihoods brought 
on by the coronavirus pandemic, and 
the Chinese government’s series of 
epidemic preventive initiatives. This 
study used a combination of quali-
tative and quantitative techniques, 
making use of interviews and ques-
tionnaires as instruments. It exam-
ined China’s GBA real estate market 
as the pandemic looms. The primary 
goals are to demonstrate the current 
state of the GBA’s real estate indus-
try, pinpoint the factors holding back 
its growth, and estimate when the 
market might finally experience a 
breakthrough. Our findings suggest-
ed that the impact of COVID-19 on 
the GBA real estate sector in China 
is evident, but that it still has a bright 
future despite the negative exter-
nalities. This is because the city has 
a large population, high purchasing 
power, and is close to some of the 
most developed areas in southern 
China. This study establishes a base-
line for studying the impact of Chi-
na’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative 
on the GBA real estate market in the 
future. It also provides valuable re-
sources for China’s GBA’s real estate 
industry. From the Abstract

Intervention and Prevention of 
Dementia in the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) of China
Brendan Weekes, 
M. T. Carthery-Goulart
American journal of Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias

Reserve and resilience are recog-
nized as essential for effective inter-
vention and prevention of demen-
tia. However, it is not known if these 
factors also protect against risk for 
dementia in the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) of Mainland China. Studies of 
risk factors across regions of China 
provide an evidence base for future 
research in the GBA. However, popu-
lation-based studies are rare and do 
not account for the cultural differ-
ences in levels of education, income, 
literacy and modifiable lifestyle fac-
tors. Critically, extant studies do not 
allow for differences in languages 
spoken across the region, which will 
bias results and potentially minimize 
true prevalence. Based on the con-
clusions reported in this Special Col-
lection, research in the GBA should 
focus on resilience and reserve using 
preserved native language communi-
cation skills. From the Abstract

WORK IN PROGRESS

Notes on 
academic studies

SOURCE: HONG KONG CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT
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RESIDENT Joe Biden 
and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping discussed Taiwan, 
artificial intelligence and 

security issues yesterday [Macau 
time] in a call meant to demons-
trate a return to regular leader-to-
-leader dialogue between the two 
powers.

The call, described by the Whi-
te House as “candid and construc-
tive,” was the leaders’ first con-
versation since their November 
summit in California produced 
renewed ties between the two na-
tions’ militaries and a promise of 
enhanced cooperation on stem-
ming the flow of deadly fentanyl 
and its precursors.

Xi told Biden that the two coun-
tries should adhere to the bottom 
line of “no clash, no confronta-
tion” as one of the principles for 
this year.

“We should prioritize stability, 
not provoke troubles, not cross 
lines but maintain the overall sta-
bility of China-U.S. relations,” Xi 
said, according to China Central 
Television, the state broadcaster.

The roughly 105 minute call 
kicks off several weeks of high-
-level engagements between the 
two countries, with Treasury Se-
cretary Janet Yellen set to travel to 
China today and Secretary of Sta-
te Antony Blinken to follow in the 
weeks ahead.

Biden has pressed for sustai-
ned interactions at all levels of 
government, believing it is key 
to keeping competition between 
the two massive economies and 
nuclear-armed powers from es-
calating to direct conflict. While 
in-person summits take place 
perhaps once a year, officials said, 
both Washington and Beijing 
recognize the value of more fre-
quent engagements between the 
leaders.

The two leaders discussed 
Taiwan ahead of next month’s 
inauguration of Lai Ching-te, 
the island’s next leader, who has 
vowed to safeguard its de-facto in-
dependence from China and fur-
ther align it with other democra-
cies. Biden reaffirmed the United 
States’ longstanding “One China” 
policy and reiterated that the U.S. 
opposes any coercive means to 
bring Taiwan under Beijing’s con-
trol. China considers Taiwan a do-
mestic matter and has vigorously 
protested U.S. support for the is-
land.

Taiwan remains the “first red 
line not to be crossed,” Xi told Bi-
den, and emphasized that Beijing 
will not tolerate separatist acti-
vities by Taiwan’s independence 
forces as well as “exterior indul-
gence and support,” which allu-
ded to Washington’s support for 
the island.

Biden also raised concerns 
about China’s operations in the 
South China Sea, including efforts 
last month to impede the Phili-
ppines, which the U.S. is treaty-

-obligated to defend, from resu-
pplying its forces on the disputed 
Second Thomas Shoal.

Next week, Biden will host 
Philippines President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. and Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida at the 
White House for a joint summit 
where China’s influence in the 
region was set to be top of the 
agenda.

Biden, in the call 
with Xi, pressed China 
to do more to meet its 
commitments to halt 
the flow of illegal nar-
cotics and to schedule 
additional precursor 
chemicals to prevent 
their export. The ple-
dge was made at the 
leaders’ summit held 
in Woodside, California, last year 
on the margins of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation meeting.

At the November summit, Bi-
den and Xi also agreed that their 
governments would hold formal 
talks on the promises and risks of 
advanced artificial intelligence, 
which are set to take place in the 
coming weeks. The pair touched 
on the issue over the call just two 
weeks after China and the U.S. joi-
ned more than 120 other nations 
in backing a resolution at the 
United Nations calling for global 
safeguards around the emerging 
technology.

Biden, in the call, reinforced 
warnings to Xi against interfering 

in the 2024 elections in the U.S. 
as well as against continued mali-
cious cyberattacks against critical 
American infrastructure.

He also raised concerns about 
human rights in China, including 
Hong Kong’s new national securi-
ty law and its treatment of minori-
ty groups, and he raised the plight 
of Americans detained in or bar-
red from leaving China.

The Democratic president also 
pressed China over its defense 
relationship with Russia, which 
is seeking to rebuild its industrial 
base as it presses forward with its 
invasion of Ukraine. And he called 
on Beijing to wield its influence 
over North Korea to rein in the iso-
lated and erratic nuclear power.

As the leaders of the world’s 
two largest economies, Biden also 
raised concerns with Xi over Chi-
na’s “unfair economic practices,” 
National Security Council spokes-
man John Kirby said, and reasser-
ted that the U.S. would take steps 
to preserve its security and econo-
mic interests, including by conti-
nuing to limit the transfer of some 

advanced technology to China.
Xi complained that the U.S. has 

taken more measures to suppress 
China’s economy, trade and tech-
nology in the past several months 
and that the list of sanctioned Chi-
nese companies has become ever 
longer, which is “not de-risking 
but creating risks,” according to 
the broadcaster.

Yun Sun, director of the China 
program at Stimson 
Center, said the call 
“does reflect the mu-
tual desire to keep the 
relationship stable” 
while the men reitera-
ted their longstanding 
positions on issues of 
concern.

The call came ahead 
of Yellen’s visit to Guan-

gzhou and Beijing for a week of 
bilateral meetings on the subject 
with finance leaders from the 
world’s second largest economy 
— including Vice Premier He Li-
feng, Chinese Central Bank Gov. 
Pan Gongsheng, former Vice Pre-
mier Liu He, American businesses 
and local leaders.

An advisory for the upcoming 
trip states that Yellen “will advoca-
te for American workers and busi-
nesses to ensure they are treated 
fairly, including by pressing Chi-
nese counterparts on unfair trade 
practices.”

It follows Xi’s meeting in Bei-
jing with U.S. business leaders last 
week, when he emphasized the 

mutually beneficial economic ties 
between the two countries and 
urged people-to-people exchange 
to maintain the relationship.

Xi told the Americans that the 
two countries have stayed com-
municative and “made progress” 
on issues such as trade, anti-nar-
cotics and climate change since 
he met with Biden in November. 
Last week’s high-profile meeting 
was seen as Beijing’s effort to sta-
bilize bilateral relations.

Kirby said Biden “reiterated our 
concerns about the ownership of 
TikTok” to Xi during their call.

As chair of the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the U.S., 
which reviews foreign ownership 
of firms in the U.S., Yellen has am-
ple leeway to determine how the 
company could remain operating 
in the U.S.

Meanwhile, China’s leaders 
have set a goal of 5% economic 
growth this year despite a slow-
down exacerbated by troubles in 
the property sector and the lin-
gering effects of strict anti-virus 
measures during the COVID-19 
pandemic that disrupted tra-
vel, logistics, manufacturing and 
other industries.

China is the dominant player 
in batteries for electric vehicles 
and has a rapidly expanding auto 
industry that could challenge the 
world’s established carmakers as 
it goes global.

The U.S. last year outlined 
plans to limit EV buyers from clai-
ming tax credits if they purchase 
cars containing battery materials 
from China and other countries 
that are considered hostile to the 
United States. Separately, the De-
partment of Commerce launched 
an investigation into the potential 
national security risks posed by 
Chinese car exports to the U.S. 
MDT/AP

OVER THE PHONE

Xi and Biden discuss 
Taiwan, AI and fentanyl

”Taiwan [remains] the 
first red line not to be 

crossed.
XI JINPING

PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
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Strongest earthquake in 25 years 
kills 9 people and traps 70 workers

JIANGXI

Violent storms kill seven people in eastern China
VIOLENT rain and 

hailstorms have killed 
seven people in eastern 
China’s Jiangxi province 
this week, including three 
people who fell from their 
apartments in a high-rise 
building.

Dozens of homes were 
severely damaged by the 

storms, which started 
Sunday, and more than 
800 people have been re-
settled, state broadcaster 
CCTV said yesterday, ci-
ting a Jiangxi government 
emergency agency.

Four people died on 
Sunday in Nanchang, 
the provincial capital. It 

wasn’t clear from the re-
port when or where the 
other three died, but 
another violent storm on 
Tuesday left people tra-
pped in a collapsed house 
in the same city. Eleven 
people were hospitalized, 
according to an earlier 
CCTV report.

The first storm blew out 
floor-to-ceiling windows 
in a Nanchang apartment 
building, killing three in 
the middle of the night. 
A grandmother and her 
11-year-old grandson 
fell to their deaths from 
the 20th floor, as did a 
60-year-old woman from 

the 11th floor, according 
to Chinese media reports.

Authorities are inves-
tigating how the three 
people fell. Media reports 
suggested they may have 
been blown out by extre-
mely strong winds. A re-
sident on the 20th floor of 
the building told online 

outlet Jimu News that her 
family had to hold on to 
avoid being blown away, 
and that they were so fri-
ghtened that they stayed 
up all night.

The storms also dama-
ged 5,700 hectares of 
crops in Jiangxi province, 
CCTV said. MDT/AP

JOHNSON LAI & 
CHRISTOPHER BODEEN, 
TAIPEI

THE strongest earthquake 
in a quarter-century rocked 

Taiwan during the morning rush 
hour yesterday, killing nine peo-
ple, trapping dozens in quar-
ries and sending some residents 
scrambling out the windows of 
damaged buildings. A tsunami 
warning was triggered but later 
lifted.

The quake, which also inju-
red hundreds, was centered off 
the coast of rural, mountainous 
Hualien County, where some bui-
ldings leaned at severe angles, 
their ground floors crushed. Just 
over 150 kilometers (93 miles) 
away in the capital of Taipei, ti-
les fell from older buildings, and 
schools evacuated their students 
to sports fields, equipping them 
with yellow safety helmets. Some 
children covered themselves with 
textbooks to guard against falling 
objects as aftershocks continued.

Television images showed nei-
ghbors and rescue workers lifting 
residents, including a toddler, 
through windows and onto the 
street, after doors fused shut in 
the shaking. All appeared mobile, 
in shock but without serious inju-
ries.

Taiwan is regularly jolted by 
quakes and its population is 
among the best prepared for 
them, but authorities said they 
had expected a relatively mild 
earthquake and accordingly did 
not send out alerts. The eventual 
temblor was strong enough to 
scare even people who are used to 
such shaking.

“I’ve grown accustomed to 
(earthquakes). But today was the 
first time I was scared to tears by 
an earthquake,” said Hsien-hsuen 
Keng, a resident who lives in a 
fifth-floor apartment in Taipei. “I 
was awakened by the earthquake. 
I had never felt such intense 
shaking before.”

Nine people died in the quake, 
which struck just before 8 a.m., 
according to Taiwan’s national 
fire agency. The local United Dai-
ly News reported that three were 
hikers killed in rockslides in Ta-
roko National Park, which is in 
Hualien, and that a van driver 
died in the same area when bou-
lders hit the vehicle.

Another 934 people were inju-
red. Meanwhile, authorities said 
they had lost contact with 50 peo-
ple in minibuses in the national 
park after the quake downed pho-
ne networks.

In addition, 64 people were tra-
pped in one rock quarry, and six in 
another, the fire agency said.

The quake and aftershocks also 
caused 24 landslides and damage 
to 35 roads, bridges and tunnels.

Taiwan’s earthquake monito-
ring agency said the quake was 7.2 
magnitude while the U.S. Geolo-
gical Survey put it at 7.4. It struck 
about 18 kilometers off of Hua-

lien, on Taiwan’s east coast, and 
was about 35 kilometers deep. 
Multiple aftershocks followed.

The national legislature, a con-
verted school built before World 
War II, and sections of the main 
airport in Taoyuan, just south of 
Taipei, also saw minor damage.

Traffic along the east coast 
was at a virtual standstill after 
the earthquake, with landslides 
and falling debris hitting tunnels 
and highways. Train service was 
suspended across the island of 23 
million people, with some tracks 
twisted by the stress of the quake, 
as was subway service in Taipei, 
where sections of a newly cons-
tructed elevated line split apart 
but did not collapse.

The initial panic after the ear-
thquake quickly faded on the 
island, which prepares for such 
events with drills at schools and 
notices issued via public media 
and mobile phone. Stephen Gao, 
a seismologist and professor at 

Missouri University of Science 
and Technology, said Taiwan’s rea-
diness is among the most advan-
ced in the world, also featuring 
strict building codes and a world-
-class seismological network.

By noon, the metro station in 
the busy northern Taipei suburb 
of Beitou was again buzzing with 
people commuting to jobs and 
people arriving to visit the hot 
springs or travel the mountain 
paths at the base of an extinct vol-
cano.

The earthquake was felt in 
Shanghai and several provinces 
along China’s southeastern coast, 
according to Chinese media. Chi-
na and Taiwan are about 160 kilo-
meters apart.

The Japan Meteorological 
Agency said a tsunami of 30 cen-
timeters was detected on the 
coast of Yonaguni island about 15 
minutes after the quake struck. 
Smaller waves were measured in 
Ishigaki and Miyako islands. All 

alerts in the region had been lifted 
by yesterday afternoon.

Taiwan lies along the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire,” the line of seismic 
faults encircling the Pacific Ocean 
where most of the world’s earth-
quakes occur.

Hualien was last struck by a 
deadly quake in 2018 that kil-
led 17 people and brought down 
a historic hotel. Taiwan’s worst 
quake in recent years struck on 
Sept. 21, 1999, with a magnitude 
of 7.7, causing 2,400 deaths, in-
juring around 100,000 and des-
troying thousands of buildings.

The economic fallout from the 
quake has yet to be calculated, 
but Taiwan is the leading manu-
facturer of the world’s most so-
phisticated computer chips and 
other high-technology items that 
are highly sensitive to seismic 
events. Parts of the electricity grid 
were shut down, possibly leading 
to disruptions in the supply chain 
and financial losses. MDT/AP

In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien
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NORTH KOREA

Kim tested a new hypersonic 
intermediate-range missile
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To cooperate with CEM’s power facility 

maintenance work, a set of traffic lights at the 

junction of Avenida de Vale das Borboletas 

and Alameda da Harmonia at Coloane will be 

suspended from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm on 8 April 

(Monday). Please be aware of the arrangements.

Temporary traffic arrangements 
for traffic lights suspension due to 
maintenance of electrical facilities

CEM NOTICE

 ad

KIM TONG-HYUNG, 
SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea 
said yesterday 
it had tested 
a new hyper-

sonic intermediate-ran-
ge missile powered with 
solid propellants, exten-
ding a run of weapons 
tests that’s deepening a 
nuclear standoff with nei-
ghbors and the United 
States.

With the supposed suc-
cess of the demonstra-
tion, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un declared his 
country had acquired the 
ability to build solid-fuel, 
nuclear-capable missiles 
of all ranges as he pursues 
an arsenal that can credi-
bly threaten rivals in Asia 
and the United States.

But the South Korean 
military said the North is 
exaggerating the success 
of the test and its overall 
missile prowess.

The report by North 
Korean state media came 
a day after the South Ko-
rean and Japanese mili-
taries detected a missile 
launched from near the 
North’s capital toward its 
eastern sea.

State media said the 
test was supervised by 
Kim, who described the 
Hwasong-16B missile as 
a key piece of his nuclear 
deterrent he vowed to fur-
ther build up to counter 

his “enemies,” a reference 
to the United States, Sou-
th Korea and Japan.

In recent years, North 
Korea has been develo-
ping more missiles with 
built-in solid propellants. 
Such weapons are easier 
to move and hide, and 
can be launched quicker 
than liquid-propellant 
missiles, which need to 
be fueled before launch 
and cannot stay fueled for 
long periods of time.

North Korea tested a 
solid-fuel intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile for the 
first time last year, adding 
to its arsenal of long-ran-
ge weapons targeting the 
U.S. mainland. The coun-
try also has an extensi-
ve lineup of short-range 
and mid-range solid-fuel 
missiles that can be fired 
from land vehicles, ships 
and submarines and are 
potentially capable of hi-
tting targets throughout 
South Korea and Japan. In 
recent months, the Nor-
th demonstrated some of 
these missiles in drills it 
described as simulated 
nuclear strikes.

Since 2021, it’s also 
been testing hypersonic 
weapons designed to fly 
at more than five times 
the speed of sound. If 
perfected, such systems 
could potentially pose a 
challenge to regional mis-
sile defense systems be-
cause of their speed and 

maneuverability. Howe-
ver, it’s unclear whether 
these missiles are consis-
tently flying at the speeds 
the North claims.

North Korean official 
media KCNA claimed that 
during the Tuesday test, 
the missile’s hypersonic 
glide warhead reached 
a peak altitude of 101 ki-
lometers (62 miles) and 
flew about 1,000 kilome-
ters (621 miles) after se-
parating from the launch 
rocket, and performed 
various maneuvers before 
landing in waters between 
the Korean Peninsula and 
Japan.

South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff yesterday 
maintained its assess-
ment that the missile flew 
about 600 kilometers and 
accused North Korea of 
exaggerating the missi-
le’s flight performance, 
although acknowledging 
that the North’s techno-
logies were improving. 
The previous day, Japan 
reported a similar flight 
distance, although its De-
fense Ministry reported a 
maximum height close to 
that claimed by the Nor-
th.

The Joint Chiefs of Sta-
ff said it remains unclear 
whether the North has 
perfected the technolo-
gies to ensure that the 
warheads of its hyperso-
nic solid-fuel missiles and 
intercontinental ballistic 

missiles survive the harsh 
conditions of atmosphe-
ric re-entry.

“Hypersonic missiles 
are weapons systems that 
are still being developed 

by advanced nations (the 
United States, China and 
Russia etc.) and they re-
quire highly difficult tech-
nologies,” the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said in a text mes-
sage to reporters. “It’s dif-
ficult to predict when they 
will be deployed opera-
tionally, but it’s expected 
to take a considerable 
amount of time.”

The North also tested a 
purported hypersonic in-
termediate-range ballistic 
missile in January, years 
after it flight-tested liqui-
d-fuel IRBMs. Experts say 
such weapons if perfected 
is potentially capable of 
reaching remote U.S. tar-
gets in the Pacific.

“North Korea’s deve-
lopment of hypersonic 
IRBMs targets Guam, 
which hosts U.S. military 
bases, and even Alaska,” 
said Chang Young-keun, 
a missile expert at South 
Korea’s Research Institute 
for National Strategy.

Kim Dong-yub, a pro-
fessor at the University of 
North Korean Studies in 
Seoul, said the missile tes-
ted on Tuesday was likely 
different from the system 
tested in January, which 
state media didn’t name 
but was likely the Hwa-
song-16A. MDT/AP
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WORLD 國際

The American black civil rights leader, Dr Martin 
Luther King, has been assassinated.

Dr King was shot dead in the southern US city 
of Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to lead a 
march of sanitation workers protesting against low 
wages and poor working conditions

He was shot in the neck as he stood on a hotel 
balcony and died in hospital soon afterwards.

Reverend Jesse Jackson was on the balcony 
with Dr King when the single shot rang out.

“He had just bent over. I reckon if he had been 
standing up he would not have been hit in the face,” 
said Mr Jackson.

Police in Memphis were put on alert for a “well-
-dressed” white man who is said to have dropped 
an automatic rifle after the shooting and escaped 
in a blue car.

There were early signs of rioting in Memphis after 
Dr King’s death and 4,000 members of the Natio-
nal Guard were drafted into the city.

A dusk-to-dawn curfew has been ordered to 
ward off disturbances.

The US President, Lyndon Johnson, has postpo-
ned a trip to Hawaii for peace talks on Vietnam.

The president said he was “shocked and sadde-
ned” by the civil rights leader’s death.

“I ask every citizen to reject the blind violence 
that has taken Dr King who lived by non-violence,” 
Mr Johnson said.

Dr King, 39, had previously survived several at-
tempts on his life including the bombing of his 
home in 1956.

The charismatic civil rights leader joined the cru-
sade for equal rights for black people in America in 
the mid 1950s.

He first came to national prominence as one of 
the leaders of the Alabama bus boycott in 1955.

In 1963 Dr King led a massive march on Washing-
ton DC where he delivered his now famous “I have 
a dream” speech.

Dr King advocated the use of non-violent tactics 
such as sit-ins and protest marches.

In 1964 he was awarded the Nobel peace prize.

Courtesy BBC News

1968 Martin Luther King 
shot dead

In context

Martin Luther King’s assassination led to riots in 
more than 100 US cities.
James Earl Ray was convicted of his murder and 
sentenced to 99 years in prison.
But he later retracted his confession and said he 
had been only a minor player in a conspiracy.
However, his appeals for a new trial were rejected 
and he died in prison in 1998.
Ray was supported by some members of Martin 
Luther King’s family who believed the US Govern-
ment may have been involved in Dr King’s death.
Their case was strengthened in December 1999 
when a jury in a wrongful death case brought by the 
King family, decided the civil rights leader was the 
victim of a murder conspiracy.
However, in June 2000 after an investigation the 
US Justice Department said it had uncovered no 
reliable evidence of a conspiracy.

this day in historyGAZA STRIP

Family and friends recall 
dedication of World 
Central Kitchen killed

fless woman whose care for 
others drew her across the glo-
be. For the last five years, she’d 
worked for Washington-based 
World Central Kitchen, taking 
her to the U.S., Thailand and 
her native Australia.

“We mourn this fine Aus-
tralian who has a record of 
helping out her fellow citizens, 
whether it be internationally 
or whether it be through the 
support that she gave during 
the bushfires that occurred 
during that Black Summer,” 
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese told Australian Broad-
casting Corp. “She is someone 
who clearly was concerned 
about her fellow humanity.”

In a statement, relatives 
described Frankcom as an 
“outstanding human being” 
who was “killed doing the 
work she loves delivering food 
to the people of Gaza.”

She was born in Melbourne 
and earned a bachelor’s from 
the Swinburne University of 
Technology. For eight years, 
she worked for the Com-
monwealth Bank of Australia, 
the nation’s largest bank.

Frankcom’s social media 
highlighted visits to help tho-
se in need in Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Romania and Haiti.

World Central Kitchen 
colleague Dora Weekley, who 
met Frankcom responding to 
Hurricane Dorian in the Baha-

mas in 2019, described Frank-
com as “larger than life.”

She recalled when Frank-
com was invited to walk a 
Hollywood red carpet, for a 
documentary about World 
Central Kitchen that was no-
minated for an Emmy.

“I remember getting a pic-
ture of her in a dress, saying, 
‘Hold onto this forever,’” 
Weekley told ABC. “Because 
usually I’m in sweats and run-
ners, and I’m in Pakistan or 
Afghanistan or, you know, she 
could be anywhere, and never 
with her hair done or makeup 
done.

“She worked all hours, she 
gave everything, and she be-
lieved in helping people who 
were less fortunate.”

DAMIAN
Damian Soból, 36, was 

known as a cheerful, frien-
dly and resourceful manager 
who quickly rose in World 
Central Kitchen’s ranks.

Hailing from the sou-
theastern Polish city of Pr-
zemyśl and studying hospi-
tality there, Soból had been 
on aid missions in Ukraine, 
Morocco, Turkey and, for the 
past six months, Gaza.

“He was a really extraor-
dinary guy,” said Marta Wil-
czynska, of the Free Place 
Foundation, which coope-
rates with World Central Ki-

tchen. “We were very proud 
of him.”

Wilczynska met Soból on 
the Polish side of the border 
with Ukraine, a few days af-
ter Russia’s February 2022 
invasion. He spoke English 
well and was a translator, 
and as a skilled manager, he 
could organize work in any 
condition, she said.

“Always smiling, always 
so helpful, he loved this job. 
I felt I had a brother in him,” 
Wilczynska said.

Free Place Foundation 
President Mikolaj Rykowski 
said Soból was “the man for 
every task — he could over-
come every difficulty.”

Posting on Facebook, 
Przemyśl Mayor Wojciech 
Bakun said of Soból’s death 
that there are “no words to 
describe how people who 
knew this fantastic young 
man feel now.”

CHAPMAN, HENDERSON 
AND KIRBY

The three British victims 
were military veterans pro-
viding security for the World 
Central Kitchen aid mission.

British media reported 
that John Chapman, 57, and 
James Kirby, 47, were for-
mer Royal Marines, while 
33-year-old James Hender-
son, known as Jim, was a Bri-
tish Army veteran. MDT/AP

I
SRAELI airstrikes that kil-
led seven aid workers in 
Gaza reverberated arou-
nd the world this week, as 

friends and relatives mourned 
the losses of those who were 
delivering food to besieged 
Palestinians with the charity 
World Central Kitchen.

Killed were three British na-
tionals, an Australian, a Polish 
national, an American-Cana-
dian dual citizen and a Pales-
tinian. Some had traveled the 
world, participating in aid ef-
forts in the aftermath of wars, 
earthquakes and wildfires.

Here’s some information 
on those who have been iden-
tified.

SAIF
Saif Issam Abu Taha, 27, 

had worked for World Central 
Kitchen as a driver and trans-
lator since the beginning of 
the year, relatives said.

His brothers described him 
as a dedicated young man ea-
ger to help fellow Palestinians.

He’d also been a successful 
businessman who conducted 
trade with Ukraine, Egypt, 
China and others, brother Ab-
dul Razzaq Abu Taha said. His 
work made him known on the 
Israeli side, his brother added, 
which helped in coordina-
tion and approval to assist the 
World Central Kitchen team in 
unloading the ship.

Saif had hoped to get mar-
ried. “My mother was looking 
for a wife for him,” Abdul Ra-
zzaq Abu Taha said. “He was 
supposed to get married if the 
war didn’t happen.”

Saif and other workers were 
excited about unloading the 
food aid, desperately needed 
in Gaza. The last time Saif and 
his brother spoke, he said, 
they’d finished the job and he 
was heading home.

After hearing about the 
airstrikes, Abdul Razzaq Abu 
Taha said he tried to call to see 
whether Saif was OK.

After many attempts, he 
said, a stranger answered and 
told him, “I found this phone 
about 200 meters away from 
the car. All of the people inside 
are killed.”

ZOMI
Friends and family re-

membered Lalzawmi “Zomi” 
Frankcom, 43, as a brave, sel-
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Fiber obtained from a banana plant; 6- “______ sprach Zarathustra”; 10- 

27th president of the U.S; 14- Visible exhalation; 15- Rules; 16- In fine fettle; 17- Novelist 
Calvino; 18- Bread spread; 19- Minerals; 20- Watery animal fluid; 21- No long-distance 
charge; 23- Bell and Barker; 25- Wreath of flowers; 26- Scrutinize; 29- Sigher’s word; 
32- Wears well; 37- Nasser’s org.; 38- Starting; 39- Person in the petroleum industry; 40- 
Make a trade?; 43- Series of prayers; 44- Film spool; 45- Chinese philosopher Mo-___; 
46- Prince Valiant’s wife; 47- Andean country; 48- Wither through heat exposure; 49- 
Convert into leather; 51- Writing instrument; 53- Inattentive; 58- Saturn’s largest moon; 
62- Course list?; 63- “Chicken of the sea”; 64- Evade; 65- Lodge members; 66- Foreign 
dignitary; 67- ___ firma; 68- Caesar’s wings; 69- Pro follower; 70- Streamlined;
 
DOWN 1- National competitor; 2- Soak leather in base solution; 3- On ___ with; 4- 
Decorative pillar; 5- Bouquet; 6- Bunches; 7- Composer Schifrin; 8- Bulges; 9- ___ Mio; 
10- Red-bearded god; 11- Swiss river; 12- 
Head for the hills; 13- French possessive; 
22- Pertaining to a son or daughter; 24- Pert; 
26- Above; 27- Christmas song; 28- “______ 
by any other name…”; 30- ___ Lobos; 31- 
Ablaze; 33- Tie-score word; 34- Strike hard; 
35- Shallow ornamental bowl; 36- Twisted 
expression?; 38- Add fizz; 39- Get the 
better of; 41- Budgetary excess; 42- ___ the 
land of the free...; 47- Soul; 48- Whine; 50- 
Adjust, modify; 52- Les ___-Unis; 53- Unit 
of an insurgency; 54- “Puppy Love” singer; 
55- Subterfuge; 56- Foul mood; 57- Poet 
Teasdale; 59- Made tracks; 60- Yorkshire 
river; 61- Mont. neighbor; 62- ___ culpa; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Attend meetings and parties. Share 
what you’re learning. Connect with 
friends for discoveries, news and 
revelations. Interesting possibilities 
spark in conversation. Walk and talk.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Consider long-term career goals. 
Discuss potential objectives. Watch 
for hidden opportunities. Make 
interesting connections. Learn from 
someone with practical experience. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Widen your horizons. Expand your 
exploration for long-term impact. 
Adapt around changes or obstacles 
with flexible agility. Follow your 
heart, dreams and possibilities.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Collaborate for lucrative 
opportunities. Find the silver lining 
under clouds. Changes reveal new 
possibilities. Take advantage of  
conditions for lasting benefit. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
A push now can go the distance. 
Communicate your love with 
deeds. Someone would like to 
share your load. Articulate and 
develop shared dreams.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Get your heart pumping. Physical 
action gets lasting results. Expand 
beyond previous limitations. You’re 
growing stronger. Practice to build 
ease, energy and endurance.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Relax and focus on love. Develop 
a passion, interest or obsession. 
Consider future potential. Make 
a fascinating connection. Follow 
your heart and have fun.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Imagine and invent possibilities for 
home and family. Make repairs. 
Research options. Choose domestic 
upgrades for quality and durability. 
Find solutions for lasting benefit.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Share encouragement, news 
and resources. Write, record and 
publish your work. Make valuable 
and lasting connections. Use your 
persuasive skills for positive benefits.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Haste makes waste. Lucrative 
opportunities are worth developing 
thoughtfully. Completion fosters 
creativity. Take advantage of  a 
beneficial development.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Tap into inspiration. Find it among 
the trees, under a flower, in the 
wind. Savor meditative rituals 
like gardening, wandering and 
invention. Imagine and dream.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A personal dream appears within 
reach. Recent changes reveal new 
potential. Dress for success. Polish 
your presentation and portfolio. 
Make a delicious pitch.

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           
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Hangzhou          
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Taipei     
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Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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MDT/AP FILM WRITER

WHEN we talk about “movie 
magic,” the first thing that 

comes to mind is often some-
thing like the bikes achieving lif-
toff in “E.T.” But it applies no less 
to Alice Rohrwacher’s wondrous 
“La Chimera,” a grubbily trans-
cendent folk tale of a film that 
finds its enchantment buried in 
the ground.

“Were you dreaming?” a train 
conductor asks the sleeping Ar-
thur (Josh O’Connor), a distant, 
temperamental Brit in Italy with 
little more to his name than the 
rumpled cream-colored linen 
suit he wears. The answer is yes. 
Radiant memories of Arthur’s 
dead lover, Benjamina, haunt 
his dreams and propel him on 
a strange quest into the under-
ground tombs of Tuscany.

A melancholy spell seems 
to hang over Arthur, who has a 
mystical gift for finding ancient 
relics. It’s the early 1980s. Arthur 
is returning home from a stint in 
jail for grave robbing. His home-
coming is received like a hero’s 

return by the scruffy, carnivales-
que band of tombaroli — tomb 
raiders who plunder Etruscan 
artifacts — who look on Arthur 
more like a prince than a destitu-
te thief. They call him “maestro.”

With remarkable precision, 
Arthur is able to point to where 
to dig. In one scene, he takes a 
small, bended branch as an ins-
trument for his dowsing. “La Chi-
mera,” itself, seems to emerge al-
most the same way — an earthy, 

spellbinding buried treasure with 
a sublime drawing power.

The precise moment I fell to-
tally in love with “La Chimera” 
— and this is very much a movie 
to love — is an early montage 
in which Arthur and his fellow 
scavengers scamper across the 
countryside, hiding in fields 
from bumbling police, while a 
folk song about the tombarolo 
Englishman is sung. “La Chime-
ra,” the third in a loose trilogy for 

Rohrwacher following “The Won-
ders” and “Happy as Lazzaro,” is 
the fullest realization yet of her 
cinema of “magical neo-realism.”

Arthur and company make 
cash by selling their unearthed 
Etruscan wares. But he’s driven 
less by money than a compulsion 
to reach the dead, to reach Benja-
mina. How deep will he dig? Will 
the darkness of the underworld 
envelop him?

Arthur also makes occasional 

visits to the mother of Benjami-
na, Flora (a typically magnifi-
cent Isabella Rossellini ), who, 
like him, has not yet accepted 
the death of her daughter. She 
receives him courteously and 
deferentially, with an old-world 
manner. Flora’s other daughters 
snicker that she only lets men 
smoke in the house.

At her crumbling villa, Arthur 
meets Italia (Carol Duarte, fabu-
lous), a singing student who, Flo-
ra says, is tone deaf.

Past and present mingle in 
mysterious ways in “La Chime-
ra.” The greatest Etruscan disco-
very — a glorious subterranean 
chamber — is made on a bea-
ch with a factory just down the 
shoreline. But the even more re-
markable excavation of the film 
is of Arthur’s grieving soul.

Like so many things in “La Chi-
mera,” O’Connor’s performance 
is entrancing and confounding. 
How can a movie be so nimbly 
poised between past and pre-
sent, you can’t help but wonder. 
The stuff of fairy tales — of a kind 
of storytelling magic — is what 
Rohrwacher, herself, wants to 
unearth. “Were you dreaming?” 
Good question.

“La Chimera,” a Neon release, is 
not rated by the Motion Picture Asso-

ciation. In Italian with English sub-
titles. Running time: 133 minutes. 

Josh O’Connor (center) in a scene from “La Chimera” (Neon)

DRIVE IN

Alice Rohrwacher’s 
tombaroli tale is pure magic
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TASTE OF EDESIA

Artisans of Flavours 
IRENE SAM, MDT

N
OT long ago, Galaxy 
Macau presented the 
second season of its 
culinary campaign, 

Artisans of Flavour. Centered 
around the theme of Authentic 
Flavours from the Heart, the cam-
paign brought together the awar-
d-winning restaurants and artisan 
chefs of Galaxy Macau, using au-
thentic ingredients and exquisite 
culinary skills to meticulously re-
create and elevate the authentic 
flavours of classic Chinese cuisines 
such as Northern, Hunan and Si-
chuan, as well as Cantonese Cuisi-
ne, unique Macanese cuisine, and 
authentic international cuisines 
such as Japanese, Thai, and Italian. 

This allowed food enthusiasts 
from around the world to savour 
authentic flavours and immerse 
in the dining environment, while 
deeply experiencing the inheri-
tance and innovation of culinary 
culture, and gracious hospitality. 
A well-attended launch banquet 
took place at CHINA ROUGE in 
Galaxy Macau.

Association heads, government 
official and senior executives from 
Galaxy Macau joined dozens of 
media representatives and renow-
ned media and food critics from 
mainland China, Hong Kong, and 
Macau to celebrate highlights from 
the first season of Galaxy Macau 
Artisans of Flavour and witness the 
unveiling of the second season. 

The venue was adorned with a 
refreshing woodland-themed de-
cor, evoking a dreamy atmosphere 
reminiscent of The Wizard of Oz. 
Tables were adorned with enticing 
herbal ingredients from various 
countries and regions such as Ita-
lian Amalfi lemons, baby purple 
cauliflower, Thai kaffir lime and 
lemongrass, enhancing the am-
biance with their fragrant aroma 
and tangible textures. The culinary 
delights crafted by the master chef 

team using these classic ingredien-
ts also allowed guests to immerse 
themselves in Galaxy Macau’s re-
lentless pursuit of original and au-
thentic gourmet experiences.

This year, Galaxy Macau laun-
ches a series of gastronomic pro-
motions, welcoming the opening 
of several distinctive restaurants, 
and presenting a meticulously 
curated video series to comple-
ment these initiatives. These videos 
will invite gastronomes from diffe-
rent regions and countries who will 
share the authentic charm of their 
respective cuisines from a profes-
sional and unique perspective. 

They will highlight the genuine 
flavours showcased at Galaxy Ma-
cau and the master chefs’ pursuit 
of ultimate craftsmanship, allowing 
diners to not only enjoy authentic 
hometown flavours but also expe-
rience the emotional connections 
and cultural significance embed-
ded within.

The inaugural video features 
Dong Jianmin, a renowned food 
critic and host of CCTV’s culinary 
program, who hails from Beijing 
and focuses on Northern Chinese 
cuisines. Dong will explore various 
Northern restaurants at Galaxy 
Macau, including Blossom Pala-
ces, Bei Shan Lou, and The Noodle 
Kitchen, delving into aspects such 
as ingredient selection, cooking 
techniques, interior design inspi-
ration, ambiance, team dynamics, 
and service standards.

Through this exploration, he 
unveils the recreation and innova-
tion of authentic Northern flavours 
within Galaxy Macau, as well as the 
profound nostalgia and enduring 
local sentiments behind their time-
less and exquisite taste.

This first chapter has been re-
leased on the official website and 
social media platforms of Galaxy 
Macau. Each restaurant will also 
introduce classic or seasonal Nor-
thern dishes to delight the taste 
buds of food enthusiasts during 

this refreshing spring season. The 
well-known Blossom Palaces will 
showcase the beloved Northern 
flavour of Fruitwood Roast Duck 
with its specialist on Beijing and 
Huaiyang cuisine. The well-selec-
ted “Beijing Four-Strain Duck” un-
dergoes a series of meticulous and 
complex processes before entering 
the oven. 

During the roasting process, 
seasonal fruitwood is used as fuel 
to impart a delightful aroma to the 
duck. Subsequently, a skillful chef 
employs special technique origi-
nating from the imperial court, to 
ensure the duck is evenly heated 
and excess fat is rendered out. The 
freshly baked roast duck emerges 
plump, full-bodied, and enticin-
gly fragrant. Each bite of its crispy 
skin and tender meat is a memo-
rable experience. While Bei Shan 
Lou, which focuses on Liaoning, 
Jilin, Heilongjiang and Shandong 
flavours, will offer seasonal nou-
rishing dishes. 

Inheriting the essence of cuisi-
ne from Northern China, the chef 
curates a seasonal menu, highligh-
ting spring ingredients sought-after 
for their taste and health benefits, 
such as Chinese Toon and Spring 
Bamboo Shoots. Using traditional 
Northern culinary methods, he 
presents the authentic taste that 
has been enjoyed for decades, or 
even centuries, by the people of 
the region. Culinary experts from 
Shanxi, the hometown of noodles, 
The Noodle Kitchen stand ready 
to impress your taste buds with 
authentic flavour of North and 
South China. They will offer Qing-
dao King Prawn, Quinoa Nood-
le Soup and Poached Pork, Crab 
Meat, Shrimp Dumplings. Quinoa 
contributes to the springy texture 
of the healthy noodles that swim 
in an umami-packed prawn bro-
th. These handmade parcels with 
juicy fillings are enhanced by the 
spicy aroma of Sichuan chilies and 
peppers.



the 
BUZZ

Haiti More than 53,000 
people have fled Haiti’s 
capital in less than three 
weeks, the vast majority 
to escape unrelenting 
gang violence, according 
to a United Nations report 
released yesterday [Macau 
time]. More than 60% 
are headed to Haiti’s rural 
southern region, which 
worries U.N. officials. The 
southern region already 
hosts more than 116,000 
Haitians who previously left 
Port-au-Prince, according 
to the report by the U.N.’s 
International Organization 
for Migration.

USA In a scathing indictment 
of Microsoft corporate 
security and transparency, 
a Biden administration-
appointed review board 
issued a report yesterday 
[Macau time] saying “a 
cascade of errors” by the 
tech giant let allegedly 
Chinese cyber operators 
break into email accounts of 
senior U.S. officials including 
Commerce Secretary 
Gina Raimondo. The Cyber 
Safety Review Board, 
created in 2021 by executive 
order, describes shoddy 
cybersecurity practices, a 
lax corporate culture and 
a lack of sincerity about 
the company’s knowledge 
of the targeted breach, 
which affected multiple 
U.S. agencies that deal with 
China.

Literature Maryse Condé, 
an acclaimed French-
language novelist from 
Guadeloupe who in novels, 
stories, plays and memoirs 
imagined and redefined 
the personal and historical 
past from 17th century New 
England to contemporary 
Europe, has died at age 90. 
Condé, winner in 2018 of an 
“alternate” Nobel Prize, died 
Monday night at a hospital in 
Apt, outside Marseille.

Inflation has slid again in Europe. 
What that means for interest rates

The inflation that has squeezed European shoppers fell more 
than expected in March to 2.4%, as cost spikes in the grocery aisle 
eased and overall price rises headed down in the two biggest eco-
nomies, Germany and France.

The annual figure for the 20 countries that use the euro currency 
came in below the 2.5% predicted by financial markets and brings 
the European Central Bank ever closer to its inflation goal of 2%.

But analysts say the decline from 2.6% in February, though wel-
come, would likely not be enough to move up the ECB’s first inte-

rest rate cut.
The bank meets April 11 but the first reduction in borrowing cos-

ts is not expected until June despite an economy that’s failing to 
grow, several analysts said.

Food inflation fell to 2.7% from 3.9%, and energy prices dropped 
by 1.8%, according to numbers released yesterday from Eurostat, 
the European Union’s statistics agency. Meanwhile, core inflation, 
which excludes volatile food and energy costs, eased to 2.9% from 
3.1% in February.

OPINION
Business Views
Shuli Ren, Bloomberg

BARRY HATTON, LISBON

PORTUGAL’S new cen-
ter-right minority gover-

nment took office yesterday 
[Macau time], days after its 
first test in parliament ex-
posed both the pitfalls and 
the opportunities it faces 
following a radical right po-
pulist party’s sudden surge 
in support in a recent gene-
ral election.

Only one of the 17 minis-
ters sworn in at a ceremony 
in Lisbon’s 19th-century 
Ajuda National Palace has 
previous top-level gover-
nment experience. Even 
Prime Minister Luis Monte-
negro, who promised a Ca-
binet made up of specialists 
from outside the usual poli-
tical circles, has never sat in 
government before.

Some key members of 
the Cabinet have spent 
time in Brussels and are 
familiar with the European 
Union’s corridors of power. 
They include Foreign Mi-
nister Paulo Rangel and 
Defense Minister Nuno 
Melo, who were European 
lawmakers from 2009. 
Portugal, a country of 10.3 
million people, is receiving 
more than 22 billion eu-
ros ($23.6 billion) through 
2026 from the EU to fuel 
growth and enable econo-
mic reforms.

Finance Minister Joa-
quim Miranda Sarmento, a 
Lisbon university professor, 
is likely to have a prominent 

role as the new administra-
tion seeks to keep a lid on 
what in the past has been 
ruinous government overs-
pending. He wants fiscal 
policies to help drive invest-
ment and saving.

Montenegro, the new 
prime minister, vowed to 
deliver on his election pro-
mises of lower taxes, higher 
salaries and pensions, and 
improved public services by 
making the economy more 
competitive and the gover-
nment more efficient.

The government will 
lower corporate tax from 
21% to 15% over the next 
three years, he said in a 
speech.

An alliance led by the So-
cial Democratic Party clin-
ched a narrow win in last 
month’s election, capturing 
80 seats in the 230-seat Na-
tional Assembly, Portugal’s 
parliament.

The center-left Socialist 
Party, which for decades has 
alternated in power with 
the Social Democrats, col-
lected 78 seats.

A new ingredient is ad-
ding to the political unpre-
dictability around the mi-
nority government’s pros-
pects: the Chega (Enough) 
populist party picked up 
50 parliamentary seats, up 
from just 12 in a 2022 elec-
tion, on a promise to dis-
rupt what it calls the estab-
lishment’s politics-as-usual.

Consequently, the elec-
tion of parliament’s speaker 

last week brought an unpre-
cedented problem — and 
an unprecedented solution.

The Chega party made 
good on its promise to upset 
the old way of doing things, 
standing in the way of the 
incoming government’s 
candidate for speaker and 
delivering an embarrassing 
defeat for Montenegro, the 
new prime minister and 
leader of the Social Demo-
cratic Party.

Chega leader Andre Ven-
tura wants the Social De-
mocrats to join his party in a 
right-of-center parliamen-
tary alliance. That would 
create an overall majority 
and place Chega at the heart 
of power. But Montenegro is 
so far saying no to that.

Instead, Montenegro left 
Chega out in the cold by 
striking a deal with the So-
cialists, his party’s traditio-
nal rival, for a speaker na-
med by each party to serve 
two-year terms.

It’s the kind of deal Mon-
tenegro may be forced to 
do again over the next four 
years.

On Montenegro’s imme-
diate to-do list is dousing 
some political fires. He has 
vowed to quickly address 
shortcomings in public 
health care, especially long 
waiting lists for treatment, 
and a housing crisis, as well 
as resolve simmering dispu-
tes with police and teachers 
over pay and work condi-
tions. MDT/AP

Portugal’s new 
minority government 
aims to outmaneuver 
populist rivals
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Spring break is more of 
a buzz with ‘malatang’

Powered by social media, young people in China are 
traveling to the far corners of the country, places that 
those a decade or two older had missed.

The latest sensation is Tianshui, a small city of 3 
million in Gansu province. Tucked away in northwest 
China, Tianshui has been forgotten since the Qin Dy-
nasty more than 2,000 years ago. Visitors to Gansu wou-
ld only go to Dunhuang, home to the caves that contain 
thousands of ancient Buddha statues.

But in recent weeks, social media viewership about 
Tianshui reached billions. China’s Gen-Z are coming 
for its malatang, a style of cooking that boils skewers in 
a spicy broth. This street food can be found everywhere 
in China, but what distinguishes Tianshui’s is a locally-
-grown peppercorn that numbs and tingles the ton-
gue and gives some a slight buzz, as well as its price point.

A satisfying meal costs only about 20 yuan ($2.8) each, 
while an overnight stay is around 170 yuan. Young peo-
ple are thus happily waiting in line for hours in front of 
malatang joints, live broadcasting and socializing.

Just like Harbin, this kind of viral attention is a god-
send for a city that suffers from fiscal difficulties and de-
cades-long emigration. Last year, general government 
revenue fell 20% from its 2021 high. Meanwhile, land 
sales have practically disappeared as China’s property 
downturn enters its third year.

To keep the precious youngsters coming, officials have 
enthusiastically embraced the so-called “nanny-style 
tourism,” welcoming visitors at the local airport and 
railway station with free shuttle buses to malatang join-
ts. Street food providers cranky with tourists disturbing 
their sleepy, slow-paced routine have been scolded by 
the police, because just like their malatang, bad custo-
mer service videos can go viral quickly, too.

This consumer trend is a continuation of what we ob-
served during the Lunar New Year holiday. Young people 
are the driving force, sending domestic tourist traffic to 
record highs. But because of their tight budget and bleak 
job prospects, spending per capita is still below the pre-
-pandemic levels.

Unlike those born in the 1970s and 1980s, who hit the 
most famous domestic sites and then went overseas as 
soon as their income grew, younger Chinese are getting 
to know their country better. They’re going to forgotten 
corners where infrastructure is lacking and people are 
poor. But does that mean they might turn inward and 
be more prone to brainwashing if they don’t have the 
budget to travel world?

So far, there’s little to worry about. We are witnessing a 
generation that has its own trend and way of thinking. 
After all, it was China’s youth who spearheaded the glo-
bal “lie-flat” movement. They find no shame in living at 
home after college, proudly calling themselves “profes-
sional children.” They have rejected their parents’ sla-
vish addiction to European luxury brands and are em-
bracing small local designers and wearing “gross outfits” 
at work.

In the first week of its release, there was a huge spike in 
online piracy of Netflix Inc.’s 3-Body Problem, given that 
the streaming service is not officially available in Chi-
na. A heated online debate ensued about the opening 
gruesome Cultural Revolution scene. “Whoever gives 
me milk is my mom” — a Red Guard’s criticism of Albert 
Einstein when she was thrashing a scholar for teaching 
the physicist’s theory of relativity — is now a favorite ca-
tchphrase that resonates with many. Confronted with 
weak economic future, they disagree with the 1960s 
youngster’s revolutionary idealogy.

In China, a sharp economic slowdown and a deflatio-
nary mindset are creating space for a new countercul-
ture. Kids these days are leaning out and unearthing hi-
dden gems. What they come up with is worth watching. 
[Abridged]

Courtesy Bloomberg/Shuli Ren
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HOLIDAY TIMES
Macau Daily Times 
will not be published 
during the holiday. The 
Times will be back on 
the stands on Monday 
April 8. However the 
MDT website will be 
updated with breaking 
news during the recess 
period. We wish our 
readers, advertisers and 
friends the best of 
times. 

Prime Minister Luis Montenegro delivers a speech after being sworn in by Portuguese President Marcelo 
Rebel de Sousa at the Ajuda palace in Lisbon


