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Philippines The U.S. Army 
is introducing a joint 
battlefield training in the 
Philippines to improve 
combat readiness including 
by ensuring adequate 
supply of ammunition and 
other needs in difficult 
conditions in tropical 
jungles and on scattered 
islands, a U.S. general 
said. About 2,000 U.S. and 
Philippine army forces will 
join the dayslong combat 
drills backed by helicopters 
and artillery fire against 
armed adversaries in 
a jungle setting in the 
northern Philippines in 
June, Maj. Gen. Marcus 
Evans (pictured), said.

Ukraine The head of the 
U.N.’s atomic watchdog 
agency condemned a 
drone strike on one of 
six nuclear reactors at 
the Russian-controlled 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant in Ukraine, 
saying such attacks 
“significantly increase the 
risk of a major nuclear 
accident.” In a statement 
on X, Rafael Mariano 
Grossi confirmed at least 
three direct hits against 
the ZNPP main reactor 
containment structures 
took place. “This cannot 
happen,” he said.

USA Salvage crews began 
removing containers from 
the deck of the cargo 
ship that crashed into and 
collapsed the Francis Scott 
Key Bridge in Baltimore, 
an important step toward 
the full reopening of one of 
the nation’s main shipping 
lanes. The removal of the 
containers from the deck 
of the Dali would continue 
this week as weather 
permits. In total, 32 vessels 
have passed through 
temporary channels on 
either side of the wreckage, 
officials said.
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MGM partners with Zhang Yimou to 
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Shortage of local caregivers 
strains elderly homes and 

hundreds of families, Caritas says
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AL committee acknowledges 
ambiguity in new illegal gambling law 

Sands China launches 
entrepreneurship program with 
up to MOP1 million subsidies

RESIDENTS’ deposits with local banks 
rose 1% in February month-on-month 

when compared with January, the Monetary 
Authority of Macao (AMCM) disclosed in its 
regular monetary and financial statistics re-
port.

The value of deposits rose as much as 
MOP724.1 billion.

Non-resident deposits fell 0.5% to 
MOP322.1 billion in the same period, howe-
ver.

Public sector deposits also fell in February, 
down (-0.9%) to MOP188.1 billion.

As a result, total deposits in the banking 
sector increased 0.3% from a month earlier 
to MOP1,234.4 billion.

In terms of currency, the percentage 
of deposits in HKD continues to account 
for a large portion of all deposits (43.9%), 
followed by USD (25.5%), MOP (20.4%) and 
RMB (8.2%).

In the same period, domestic loans to the 
private sector fell 0.2% from a month befo-
re to MOP534.6 billion while external loans 
dropped 1% to MOP546.3 billion. As a re-
sult, total loans to the private sector fell 0.6% 
month-on-month to MOP1,081 billion. RM

STATS 
Residents’ 
deposits up in 
Feb, non-
residents’ down

STAFF REPORTER

SANDS China has 
announced the lau-

nch of an entrepreneu-
rship recruitment pro-
gram, offering a range 
of training opportu-
nities and operational 
subsidies with an initial 
capital investment of 
up to MOP1 million.

Named the “Com-
munity Revitalization 
Series - Entrepreneur-
ship Recruitment Pro-
gramme for Rua das 
Estalagens,” the ini-
tiative aims to boost 
its commitment to the 
SAR government’s mis-
sion of revitalizing Ma-
cau’s historic areas. The 
press conference, held 
yesterday, emphasized 
the company’s dedica-
tion to leveraging its re-

sources for the benefit 
of the local community.

Located near popu-
lar tourist attractions 
such as the Ruins of 
St. Paul’s and the A-Ma 
Temple, Rua das Esta-
lagens is in dire need 
of revitalization. The 
street, once a bustling 
hub for visitors, has lost 
its charm and econo-
mic vibrancy over the 
years.

Recognizing the 
pressing need for revi-
talization, Sands aims 
to attract Macau en-
trepreneurs and small 
and medium-sized en-
terprises to the district, 
enhancing its cultural 
tourism offerings and 
promoting sustainab-
le economic develop-
ment within the com-
munity.

Those interested 

must submit a propo-
sal to the company by 
May 31 of this year and 
are required to have a 
minimum capital of 
MOP 300,000 to estab-
lish their businesses on 
Rua das Estalagens.

Wilfred Wong, exe-
cutive vice chairman of 
Sands China said, “Rua 
das Estalagens was 
once a thriving com-
mercial street in Macau 

with historical and cul-
tural value. We aim to 
encourage local enter-
prises to establish their 
business in this street 
to revive the bustling 
street atmosphere it 
once had.” 

Sands’ previous ef-
forts to explore the 
advantages of cultural 
tourism in the commu-
nity have been focused 
on various key areas, 
including the Former 
Lec Long Firecracker 
Factory, the Taipa Hou-
ses, Rua da Estalagens, 
the Patio da Eterna Fe-
licidade, and the Macau 
Cultural Centre Square. 

According to the ga-
ming operator, Sands 
China’s Entrepreneu-
rship Recruitment 
Programme for Rua 
das Estalagens aims to 
“empower local young 
entrepreneurs to reali-
ze their dreams.” 

Revitalizing old dis-
tricts is a pledge made 
by the city’s six gaming 
operators following the 
granting of concessio-
naires to boost non-ga-
ming offerings.

RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKER Chan Chak Mo 
conceded yesterday that cer-

tain concepts and parameters 
of the new illegal gambling law 
under scrutiny remain ambi-
guous and lack a clear definition 
during a media briefing following 
a meeting of the Second Standing 
Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly (AL).

The points of concern are the 
first two articles, where lawmakers 
object to the absence of a clear de-
finition of activities constituting 
illegality. They claim it may pose 
future challenges. 

“The concepts are not very 
well defined, which can be pro-
blematic. There are uncertainties 
over, for instance, some games of 
mahjong and card games played 
at home, or in a garden or park. 
Are these activities also conside-
red illegal and subject to criminal 
liability? We do not know for sure 

and we need to address this ma-
tter very judiciously because this 
can create a lot of issues for peo-
ple,” Chan said. Chan noted that 
while the first article pertains to 
activities that take place “in an au-
thorized casino” and relate to the 
“acceptance of bets,” the second 

article states that individuals who 
are “not covered in the previous 
number, [and who] collaborate or 
participate, in any way, in the ex-
ploration of the activities mentio-
ned earlier [will be] punished with 
a prison sentence of up to 3 years 
or a fine of up to 360 days.”

In Chan’s view, the legislati-
ve intent should not be to tackle 
small recreational activities that 
are prevalent in everyday culture, 
but rather to effectively prevent 
and tackle the illegal exploitation 
of unauthorized games as well as 
side betting.

Despite an extensive meeting 
spanning over two hours, only the 
first four articles of the bill were 
discussed. A significant portion 
of the meeting was dedicated to 
addressing the list of questions 
prepared by the AL’s legal advisors 
since the bill’s first reading. The-
se questions will also join a list of 
new questions and doubts from 
Committee members, to be sent 
to the government for clarifica-
tion.

Although the bill passed the 
first reading with 29 votes in favor 
and a mere 3 abstentions (José 
Pereira Coutinho, Che Sai Wang, 
and Ron Lam), it appears to still 
be at an early stage of develop-

ment, with subsequent versions 
likely to be presented to the AL 
Committee before the final vote 
in plenary.

AMENDMENTS TO PENAL 
CODE JUSTIFIED WITH 
‘SAFEGUARD OF EVIDENCE’

When questioned by the me-
dia about the government’s de-
cision to amend the Penal Code 
in areas unrelated to gaming ac-
tivities, such as national security 
and drug offences, the president 
of the Committee failed to provi-
de a clear explanation, focusing 
primarily on the crimes related to 
the gaming industry.

On these, he said that amend-
ments, such as the extension of 
preventive custody, were “all re-
lated to the protection and safe-
guarding of evidence.” He noted 
that those changes aim to “ensure 
the healthy development of the 
gaming industry and tackle loo-
pholes.”
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PAUL PUN

Shortage of local caregivers strains 
elderly homes and families: Caritas

EVENTS

12th MITE event aims to establish itself as tourism powerhouse 

Lifehope Hotline trends among younger callers

DATA from Caritas Macau shows that 
Lifehope Hotline is being increasingly 

used by younger residents seeking assistan-
ce for mental and emotional distress. 

The entity’s free and confidential support 
services, available via phone, SMS and Wha-
tsApp, is being accessed by greater numbers 
of people aged between 10 and 20 years old. 
Their main reasons for seeking help include 
“mental health, emotional, and family fac-
tors, as well as depression and anxiety.”

Paul Pun, secretary-general of Caritas 
Macau, said that there has been an increase 
in younger callers seeking helps with suici-
dal ideations.

In 2023, the hotline received 5,410 calls, 
an increase of 35% when compared to the 

year prior. 
“The calls involve young people aged 10 

to 20, who express suicidal thoughts and in-
tentions,” Pun explained to the Times. 

“The callers are younger and that is maybe 
because our telephone number is well pre-
sented in our suicide prevention program,” 
he added.

Macau recorded a total of 88 suicides in 
2023, higher than the 80 recorded in 2022. In 
a statement from the Health Bureau (SSM), 
data shows that 57 of the cases were men, 
with the fourth quarter of last year recording 
the highest number, with 20 cases involving 
men.

Just late last week, authorities reported 
that a male teenager passed away due to an 

apparent suicide.
Caritas Macau has launched numerous 

programs for high school teachers and stu-
dents to recognize suicidal behavior and 
provide support. One such program, the 
“Life Goalkeeper” program, offers three 
or seven-hour sessions to raise awareness 
among teachers and provide hotline num-
bers for government assistance in suicide 
cases.

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) encou-
rages residents to be conscious of their psy-
chological and emotional state as well as 
that of their friends and relatives. If in need, 
residents can call Caritas’ Life Hope hotline 
(28525222) or the IAS counseling hotline 
(28261126). LV

LYNZY VALLES 

E
LDERLY care facilities and 
local families caring for se-
niors are facing significant 
difficulties due to a shorta-

ge of local caregivers, according to 
Caritas Macau. 

24-hour support for the elderly, 
particularly those who are bedri-
dden and frail, is one of the most 
sought-after services offered by 
Caritas, which operates several do-
zens of social service programs. 

However, the institution ack-
nowledges its ongoing struggle to 
provide for and accommodate fa-
milies requesting assistance due to 
a severe lack of manpower.

Currently, Caritas also offers 
additional services such as home 
care, deploying migrant workers to 
assist families with various needs, 
and caring for bedridden elderly 
individuals.

These services are not univer-
sally available, resulting in lengthy 
waiting lists for support. 

The reliance on non-resident 
workers is insufficient to meet 
the demand for caregivers, em-
phasizing the need for more local 
workers, particularly as acquiring 
work quotas for non-resident 
workers also remains challenging.

In an interview with the Ti-
mes, secretary-general of Caritas 
Macau, Paul Pun, said job posts 
seeking local caregivers are posted 
for long periods of time and recei-
ve no applicants. 

“Unfortunately, local people are 
not interested in applying for care-
giving jobs in NGOs. This has been 
the reality for almost a year, and 
there have been no new applican-
ts,” said Pun.

However, the number of people 
waiting for elder home care servi-
ces is steadily increasing.

Currently, there are over 1,000 
people waiting for these services.

“Even if we only consider 50% 
of that number, there are still 500 
people waiting, which is a signifi-
cant demand,” he added.

According to Pun, with the su-

pport and subsidy from the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), they are able 
to keep service costs minimal, 
charging as low as MOP100.

“We aim to charge our clien-
ts the minimum cost for our 
services, but many people are 
unwilling to pay even that. For 
instance, we charge only MOP100 
per night, whereas the typical cost 
should be MOP1,000,” he said, 
when referring to the charge for a 
caregiver to take care of an elderly 

person for a day.
“However, if you hire a nurse, it 

could cost up to MOP4,000 just for 
one night,” he added.

Pun revealed that a plan to crea-
te another social unit is underway. 
The proposed approach and mo-
del would be directed and control-
led by Caritas without involving 
government subsidies.

Clients able to pay at least 
MOP600 per day will be directed to 
this unit, easing the burden on the 

subsidized government-funded 
program. 

“We strive to find donations 
that can cover the costs, but we 
don’t want to rely solely on dona-
tions because we are a social enter-
prise. To ensure the healthy deve-
lopment of our home care service, 
we need a combination of different 
models,” said Pun.

“We need to be cost conscious 
and find a balance in providing 
affordable care. Currently, we are 

in the process of developing this 
model and discussing it with the 
government to ensure successful 
implementation. If the program is 
successful, it will be a testament to 
our efforts, not something that un-
dermines the government’s role,” 
he added.

“The goal is to reduce the bur-
den on aged care services and be-
nefit the public,” Pun reiterated.

Fresh data from the govern-
ment shows that the elderly de-
pendency ratio for the local po-
pulation rose by 1.7 percentage 
points to 24.8%, equivalent to 
about four adults supporting one 
older adult.

In 2023, the elderly population 
exceeded the young population 
for the first time, being 106.1%.

Back in 2020, the IAS launched 
a Caregiver Subsidy Pilot Scheme, 
where its initial offer of financial 
relief stood at MOP2,175 for each 
caregiver.

The subsidy applies to local 
caregivers of people with severe 
or profound motor disabilities, 
as well as people who are perma-
nently bedridden and unable to 
perform actions without assistan-
ce, people with severe or profound 
intellectual disabilities, and people 
with severe or profound autism. 

THE 12th Macao In-
ternational Travel (In-

dustry) Expo (MITE) will 
feature seven major highli-
ghts, aiming to establish a 
powerhouse of tourism, fo-
cusing on the theme “Meet 

at MITE: Discovery, Ne-
tworking, Interaction!”

From April 26 to 28 at 
the Cotai Expo, the event 
will feature a Gastronomy 
Pavilion and The Cellar 
under one roof, among 

other highlights.
Continuing from last 

year, the “1+4 Pavilion” will 
return, promoting the 
development of four key 
industries, including big 
health, modern finance , 

innovative technology, and 
MICE.

For the first time, MITE 
will also feature a “Belt and 
Road Product Pavilion,” 
where enterprises from 
Belt and Road countries 

and regions will be invited 
to showcase their products.

The Gastronomy Pavi-
lion, The Cellar and Ma-
cao Pavilion will launch 
a “25 patacas” campaign, 
offering special offers on 

different products such 
as mainland day tours, 
beverages, and culinary 
delights.

Business networking for 
partnership opportunities 
will be fostered by MITE. LV
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Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng administers the swearing-in ceremony of the president of the 
Electoral Affairs Commission for the CE Election, Song Man Lei

Patane Market food court 
opens with 11 stalls

The food court at the Patane Market 
officially opened to the public yesterday 
and features 11 food stalls serving different 
specialty cuisines. With an opening 
ceremony held yesterday, the food court is 
open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. and has more 
than 200 seats. Among the 11 cooked food 
stalls, 10 stalls were previously open for 
public bidding, with one stall already leased. 
In accordance with the relevant provisions 
of the “Public Market Management 
Regime,” stall tenants were recruited 
through the public tender, in contrast to 
the previous practice of allocating vacant 
market stalls through a registration and 
lottery process. 

Gov’t publishes sale price 
for public housing units 
at Zone A

The government Housing Bureau (IH) 
yesterday published prices of public housing 
units for economic acquisition at Zone A of 
the new landfills on land plots B4, B9, and 
B10. Prices of the one-bedroom apartment 
(T1) vary between MOP1,176,200 
and MOP1,458,800, according to the 
government’s official gazette. For T2 
apartment units, prices range between 
MOP1,546,400 and MOP1,822,500, 
while large units (T3) can cost between 
MOP1,934,900 and MOP2,370,500. A total 
of 3,017 housing units, which were tendered 
in 2019, are expected to be completed this 
year.  

Property price index 
continues to decrease 

The overall residential property price 
index for December 2023 - February 2024 
decreased by 0.9% over the previous 
period (November 2023 - January 2024), 
now standing at 229.4, new data from 
the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC) 
shows. The indices for the Macau Peninsula 
(229.2) and Taipa & Coloane (230.2) dropped 
by 0.9% and 0.7% respectively. Meanwhile, 
the index for pre-sale residential units 
(255.5) dropped by 0.3%. Compared to the 
same period last year, the overall residential 
property price index fell by 6.6%.

PSP arrests man after 
stealing MOP100 from 
donation box

A man has been arrested for suspected 
aggravated theft after allegedly stealing 
money from a donation box from a charity 
association located in a hospital. Public 
Security Police allege that a 52-year-old 
mainland man used two ballpoint pens to 
access the donation box and steal MOP100. 
Authorities said that an employee of the 
hospital charity association discovered that 
the donation box was stolen and reported 
it. He admitted to the crime, citing health 
issues as his motive for seeking hospital 
treatment. 

MGM 2049

Symposium kicks off ambitious 
plans to transform Macau’s 
entertainment industry

New members appointed to CE 
Electoral Commission; Election 
Committee polls scheduled for August
RENATO MARQUES

THE Chief Executive 
(CE), Ho Iat Seng, 

has appointed the five 
people who will consti-
tute the Electoral Affairs 
Commission for the CE 
Election, which is the 
supervisory body over-
seeing the upcoming 
election.

The appointees’ na-
mes and posts were pu-
blished yesterday in the 
government’s official 
gazette.

The president of the 
Electoral Affairs Com-
mission for the CE Elec-
tion is Judge Song Man 
Lei from the Court of 
Final Appeal.

Other members of 

the Commission are the 
Assistant Prosecutor-
-General of the Public 
Prosecutions Office, 
Mai Man Ieng; the presi-
dent of the Collegial Pa-
nels of the Court of First 
Instance, Seng Ioi Man; 

the director of the Pu-
blic Administration and 
Civil Service Bureau, Ng 
Wai Han; and the direc-
tor of the Government 
Information Bureau, 
Inês Chan.

The five members 

were officially inaugu-
rated in a ceremony 
held yesterday after-
noon at the govern-
ment’s headquarters 
and presided over by 
the CE.

In a separate order 

published in the same 
edition of the official 
gazette, the CE announ-
ced that the polling day 
to select members of 
the CE Election Commi-
ttee has been scheduled 
for August 11.

The Macau CE is 
appointed by the Cen-
tral government and 
elected by the CE Elec-
tion Committee, a body 
composed of 400 mem-
bers from four sectors 
of society (Industrial, 
Commercial, and Fi-
nancial; Culture, Edu-
cation, Professional and 
Sports; Labor, Social 
Service, and Religious; 
and Representatives of 
Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly, Macau 
Deputies to the National 
People’s Congress, Re-
presentatives of Macau 
Members of the CPPCC 
National Committee, 
and Representatives of 
Members of Municipal 
Organizations), aiming 
to represent the broader 
community.

MGM Resorts International 
has embarked on an au-

dacious endeavour to revolu-
tionize Macau’s cultural lands-
cape with its production, MGM 
2049. 

The symposium, featuring 
esteemed filmmaker Zhang 
Yimou and an international 
creative team, unveiled the 
project’s visionary scope and 
opportunities yesterday.

Furthermore, it announced 
the creation of over 200 jobs 
as part of a global recruitment 
program.

The event showcased ambi-
tions to nurture local talent and 
attract artists from around the 
world to contribute to Macau’s 
performing arts sector. 

The recruitment program 
offers hands-on training, while 
the show aims to “illuminate 
the city’s cultural potential on a 
global scale.”

At the heart of the project 
lies MGM 2049, a collaboration 
between MGM Resorts and 
Zhang Yimou. Commemora-
ting the 25th anniversary of 
Macau’s return to China and 
the 75th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic, this residen-
cy show serves to pay homage 

to these significant milestones 
while placing Macau firmly on 
the global cultural map.

The symposium featured 
Pansy Ho, co-chairperson of 
MGM China, who joined forces 
with Zhang Yimou to articulate 
their vision of branding Macau 
as the “City of Performing Arts” 
and showcasing Chinese cultu-
re to the world.

Their objective is to trans-
form the production into a 
“must-see spectacle that ins-
pires the next generation and 
fosters continuous growth.”

One of the primary aims 
of MGM 2049 is to establish 
“a deep connection with au-
diences, transcending mere 

song and dance.”
 Zhang Yimou expressed, 

“Ultimately, it’s about estab-
lishing a profound connection 
with people. It’s not simply 
a show of dancing and sin-
ging—it’s thought-provoking. 
By incorporating cutting-edge 
technology and drawing from 
ancient Chinese culture, it be-
comes an exceptionally unique 
experience.”

Through the integration of 
modern technological advan-
cements and the rich tapestry 
of ancient Chinese culture, 
MGM 2049 yesterday pledged 
an “intellectually stimulating 
and unforgettable produc-
tion.”

Zhang Yimou further em-
phasizes that forging a profou-
nd connection with audiences 
necessitates thought-provoking 
storytelling and performances. 
“Even if you can’t speak Chine-
se, you’ll still get a big round of 
applause. Our stage in Macau 
is very different to the interna-
tional stage,” he said.

Leveraging technology pre-
sents its own set of challen-
ges, but the creative team is 
resolute in maintaining the 
integrity of the director’s vi-
sion. Dominic Faraway, the 
Visual director of MGM 2049, 
affirms, “This screen presents 
challenges that require new 
technologies. My role is to en-
sure the technology does not 
limit the director’s vision - it’s 
about presenting the visuals as 
effectively as possible.” 

By pushing the boundaries 
of what is technically possible, 
he hopes to help realize the di-
rector’s bold, cinematic vision 
in a way that captivates au-
diences for years to come. 

While incorporating futu-
ristic elements poses challen-
ges, the team remains stea-
dfast in realizing the artistic 
vision. 
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US treads carefully in responding to 
Hong Kong’s new national security law

DIPLOMACY

Russia FM Lavrov visits Beijing to 
emphasize ties with strongest political ally
RUSSIAN Foreign Mi-

nister Sergey Lavrov 
arrived in Beijing yester-
day to display the stren-
gth of ties with close di-
plomatic ally China amid 
Moscow’s grinding war 
against Ukraine.

The two continent-si-
zed states, increasingly 
in dispute with democra-
cies, seek to gain influen-
ce in Africa, the Middle 
East and South America. 
China has backed Russia’s 
claim that President Vla-

dimir Putin launched his 
assault in 2022 because of 
Western provocations, wi-
thout producing any solid 
evidence.

Russian state news 
agency Tass said the mi-
nisters would “discuss the 
situation in Ukraine and 
the Asia-Pacific region, 
issues of bilateral coope-
ration and interaction in 
the international arena,” 
quoting Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Maria Zakharova.

Lavrov is expected to 
meet with his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi, who 
has visited Russia during 
the conflict and main-
tained China’s line of not 
dubbing the Russian war 
in Ukraine an invasion.

China has at times 
taken an equally comba-
tive tone against the U.S. 
and its allies. China and 
Russia have held joint mi-
litary drills, and are seen 
as seeking to supplant de-
mocracies with dictator-

ships in areas where they 
wield influence.

Despite its clear ba-
cking of Russia in the 
Ukraine war, China’s fo-
reign ministry spokeswo-
man Mao Ning told repor-
ters yesterday that “China 
has an objective and fair 
position on the Ukraine 
issue.”

“We have been actively 
promoting peace talks 
and political solutions. 
China is not a creator or 
party to the Ukraine cri-

sis, and we have not and 
will not do anything to 
profit from it,” Mao told 
reporters at a daily brie-
fing.

China has also said it 
wasn’t providing Russia 
with arms or military as-
sistance, although it has 
maintained robust eco-
nomic connections with 
Moscow, alongside India 
and other countries.

“We have always con-
trolled the export of dual-
-use items in accordance 

with the law,” Mao said, 
referring to industrial 
items that can be used for 
both industrial or military 
purposes, such as drones.

“The relevant country 
should not smear or at-
tack the normal relations 
between China and Rus-
sia,” Mao said.

In a phone call last 
week with Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping, U.S. President 
Joseph Biden pressed 
China over its defense 
relationship with Russia, 
which is seeking to rebui-
ld its industrial base as it 
continues its invasion of 
Ukraine. And he called 
on Beijing to wield its in-
fluence over North Korea 
to rein in the isolated and 
erratic nuclear power.
MDT/AP

DIDI TANG, WASHINGTON

T
HE U.S. has denounced 
Hong Kong’s new natio-
nal security law as a tool 
to potentially silence dis-

sent both at home and abroad, but 
so far the action from Washington 
has been notably muted, disa-
ppointing those fighting for the 
Chinese territory’s democracy and 
freedoms.

Since the law’s swift passage on 
March 19, the U.S. has announced 
visa restrictions on an unspecified 
number of unnamed Hong Kong 
officials but taken no further ac-
tion. That’s a far cry from 2020, 
when Beijing imposed national 
security restrictions to end mon-
ths of unrest on Hong Kong stree-
ts. The U.S. responded by hitting 
the city’s highest-ranking officials 
with sanctions and depriving the 
territory of its preferential trading 
status.

While the new law, known as 
Article 23, now expands the Hong 
Kong government’s powers to go 
after those it accuses of spying and 
to target dissidents anywhere in 
the world, Washington has been 
treading carefully.

The State Department declined 
to preview or comment on any po-
tential actions but said it is consi-
dering all options.

Analysts suggest the Biden ad-
ministration may not want to rock 
relations with China in an election 
year, especially when the impact 
of the law might take a while to 
manifest itself and any punitive 
U.S. measures would be unlikely 
to bring about meaningful change.

“U.S. policymakers appear 
resigned to the fact that China’s 
takeover of Hong Kong is, for all in-
tents and purposes, complete and 
irreversible,” said Craig Singleton, 
senior China fellow at the Foun-
dation for Defense of Democra-
cies, a research institute based in 
Washington. “Moreover, it’s not en-
tirely clear that any specific actions 
from Washington would prompt 
Beijing to meaningfully reassess 
its approach towards Hong Kong, 
with Chinese policymakers having 
more or less signaled that Hong 
Kong’s fate is not up for debate.”

Rorry Daniels, managing direc-
tor of Asia Society Policy Institute 
in New York, said the U.S. could be 
“trying to calibrate the response to 
the effects of the legislation and its 
use, rather than just to its enact-
ment.”

The language of the new law is 
vague, and its implementation will 
depend on how it is interpreted, 

which in itself “is worrisome and 
could erode Hong Kong’s status as 
a safe place for international con-
tract settlement,” Daniels said.

The new security law has come 
at a time when the White House 
wants to protect the fragile U.S.-
-China relationship, which has 
only stabilized in recent months, 
said Willy Lam, a senior fellow at 
the Jamestown Foundation, ano-
ther Washington-based think tank.

“I think they don’t want the re-
lationship to deteriorate ahead of 
the election,” Lam said.

Hong Kong and the latest legis-
lation was brought up during the 
phone call between President Joe 
Biden and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on April 2. Xi told Biden the 
law reflected a “constitutional res-
ponsibility to safeguard national 
security,” which he said would pro-
tect the well-being of Hong Kong’s 
people and the interests of global 
investors, according to China’s fo-

reign ministry.
“The U.S. needs to respect Chi-

na’s sovereignty and the rule of 
law in Hong Kong, and should not 
disrupt, still less interfere, in the 
process,” said ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin.

In Congress, a bill to strip Hong 
Kong’s trade offices in the U.S. of 
their diplomatic privileges has 
not moved forward and neither 
has one that would require the 
president to consider sanctioning 
the city’s judges, prosecutors and 
police commissioner if they were 
found to have undermined civil 
freedoms there.

“The latest response by the Bi-
den administration has honestly 
concerned me about the adminis-
tration’s commitment to stand up 
against Beijing’s aggression,” said 
Frances Hui, policy and advocacy 
coordinator for the Washington-
-based Committee for Freedom in 
Hong Kong Foundation. “A more 

robust response from the U.S. is 
needed to facilitate future beha-
vioral changes among (Chinese) 
and Hong Kong officials. A visa ban 
is something but not enough.”

The committee and 23 other 
Hong Kong advocacy groups is-
sued a joint statement on Thurs-
day calling the Biden administra-
tion’s response “inadequate and 
concerning.” They urged the go-
vernment to sanction Hong Kong 
officials responsible for the inten-
sifying crackdown and offer haven 
in the U.S. to dissidents. They also 
urged Congress to pass the stalled 
legislation.

Singleton said action by the 
private sector might be more mea-
ningful.

“American companies are 
quietly scaling back in Hong Kong 
amid growing safety concerns, 
with many fearing potential ar-
rests for routine business activi-
ties,” he said. “The private sector’s 
shifting sentiments toward Hong 
Kong, rather than any single U.S. 
government action, will likely have 
the biggest impact on Beijing’s 
ability to leverage Hong Kong’s 
unique status to reverse China’s 
downward economic spiral.”

Lam said the U.S. government 
might be holding off until the con-
clusion of the trial against Jimmy 
Lai, a prominent publisher, in a 
high-profile national security case.

Should a Hong Kong court jail 
Lai for 20 years or more, which 
would equal life imprisonment 
given he is 76, “the U.S. govern-
ment cannot afford to be seen 
not doing anything,” Lam said.  
MDT/AP

Xi and Biden last met in person in California, last November
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Empowered by the core values of originality and innovation, MGM endeavors to bring expansive 
art and culture programs while reinforcing Macau as a destination where globally influential art 
happenings are created, appreciated, and treasured. This March, MGM has launched various 
artistic initiatives to bridge Macau and the world.

With an unwavering commitment to promoting 
the preservation of Chinese traditional cultures 
through innovative means, MGM hosted the 
“Living Heritage: Poly Culture MGM Charity Auc-
tion Gala” in March. Building upon the strategic 
arts and cultural partnership between MGM and 
Poly Culture Group Corporation Limited (Poly 
Culture) initiated last year, this auction gala re-
ceived the generous support of Poly Culture 
– leveraging its artistic resources to carefully 
select more than 20 pieces of contemporary 
Chinese artworks and cultural experiences as auction items for the charity gala. All auction items 
were successfully sold, and the total amount raised reached nearly HKD 12 million. The funds 
raised will be utilized to support Chinese arts and cultural promotional activities associated with 
the China-France Cultural Tourism Year, in a bid to foster exchanges between the East and West, 
allowing the world to experience the beauty of Chinese civilization along the Silk Road.

In collaboration with Art Basel Hong Kong since 
2017, MGM has forged a long-term partnership 
with the prestigious global art fair. This year, 
MGM and Art Basel Hong Kong have joined 
forces to announce the launch of the “MGM 
Discoveries Art Prize” in 2025. The prize is 
dedicated to supporting emerging artists and 
fostering new talent. It recognizes the original-
ity and innovation showcased in the art fair’s 
Discoveries sector and supports the artists in 
their pursuit of limitless possibilities in the field 

of art. In addition, MGM invited Macau’s cultural leaders and representatives to join an exclusive 
tour of the Discoveries sector and a cocktail reception hosted by MGM, providing them with a 
preview chance to appreciate the artworks from globally renowned and emerging artists, with an 
aim to bring new perspectives and vitality into Macau’s arts scene.

To make art accessible for all and to further 
unleash the potential of Barra district, MGM 
launched the Barra District Revitalization Se-
ries – “The Barra ARTivation”, with local stu-
dents and elderly jointly creating murals and 
thus fostering connections between genera-
tions through art. MGM aims to inject contem-
porary, trendy, artistic, and lifestyle elements 
into Barra driving its continuous development, 
and to present the district’s cultural and tourist 
appeal through a wide range of art forms.

MGM 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
E  info@mgmchina.com.mo
W  http://www.mgm.mo/

MGM’s Innovative Artistic Initiatives in March

A 
Malaysian shoe com-
pany has apologized 
and stopped selling 
some of its footwear 

after some Muslims said the logo 
resembled the Arabic writing for 
the word God.

Vern’s Holdings said the logo 
stamped on the soles of some hi-
gh-heeled shoes depicted the si-
lhouette of a stiletto heel with an 
ankle spiral wrap. It acknowled-
ged, however, that shortcomings 
in the design may have led to the 
logo being misinterpreted. It said 
it acted immediately to stop sa-
les of the shoes and issue refunds 
to customers who bought them.

“We have absolutely no inten-
tion of designing a logo aimed 
at belittling or insulting any re-
ligion or belief,” Vern’s said in 
the statement posted on social 
media. “The management wou-
ld like to humbly apologize and 
seek forgiveness. We hope for 
compassion so we can rectify 
this mistake.”

The controversy followed 
a furor last month over socks 
printed with the word “Allah” on 
the shelves in a large Malaysian 
convenience store chain. The 
owners of KK Mart and represen-
tatives from one of its suppliers 
were charged March 26 with of-
fending the religious feelings of 
Muslims, and some stores were 
hit with small petrol bombs. No 
injuries were reported.

Religion is a sensitive issue 
in Malaysia, where Muslims ac-
count for two-thirds of a popu-
lation of 34 million, with large 
ethnic Chinese and Indian mi-
norities. “Allah,” the Arabic word 
for God, is sacrosanct to Malay-
sian Muslims and many found it 
offensive to associate the word 
with feet.

The matter came to light after 
critical social media posts highli-
ghted the logo’s resemblance. 
Religious authorities and police 
have said they were investigating 
the matter after receiving com-
plaints from the public.

Meanwhile, tensions have 
remained over the earlier case. 
KK Mart Group, the country’s se-
cond-large chain of convenien-
ce stores, has said the supplier 
sent items the company had 
not agreed to stock. The supply 
company founder has said the 
socks were imported from China 
as part of a large shipment and 
apologized for being careless in 
their inspection.

The leader of a Malay natio-
nalist party’s youth wing in Ma-
laysia’s government has pressed 
for a boycott of the chain and is 
being investigated for alleged 
sedition over a social media post 
showing him wielding a sword. 
Critics say the party is seeking to 
woo ethnic Malay support after 
heavy losses in the last general 
elections. MDT/AP

MALAYSIA

Shoemaker 
apologizes for 
high heels with 
God written 
in logo

A Vern’s outlet at a shopping mall in Kuala Lumpur
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The president of 
the Young Liberals, 
Peter Hain, has 
been acquitted 
of stealing £490 
from a branch of 
Barclays bank last 
October.

Supporters in 
the public gallery 
at the Old Bailey 
in London clapped 
and cheered as 
the verdict was 
announced.

The case is certain to raise new doubts 
about the validity of eye-witness identifica-
tion.

The only evidence presented against Mr 
Hain, a postgraduate student at Sussex 
university, was his identification by three 
schoolboys and a bank cashier.

The schoolboys, who chased the thief, only 
saw him from a distance and a fourth boy said 
it was not Mr Hain.

The cashier was the only person from a 
number of bank staff and customers to pick 
Mr Hain, 26, from a police identity parade sta-
ged three days after the robbery

During the trial members of Peter Hain’s fa-
mily testified he had not left his home in time 
to commit the robbery.

The thief was also said to have been wea-
ring different clothing from that of Mr Hain on 
the day of the robbery.

Speaking to reporters after his acquittal, Mr 
Hain said he planned a campaign for other 
victims of mistaken identity.

He said it was possible South African agents 
may have used a “double” to frame him be-
cause of his anti-apartheid activities.

“I think there is plenty of reason to suspect 
that there might have been a frame-up but it 
is nothing substantial,” he said.

Peter Hain’s family left South Africa ten 
years ago because of their opposition to 
apartheid.

Mr Hain has since been prominent in anti-
-apartheid activities in the UK.

Four years ago he was sent a letter bomb 
that failed to explode because of faulty wi-
ring.

In the House of Commons six MPs, led by 
Liberal David Steel, called for the resignation 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Sir 
Norman Skelhorn, over the Hain case.

Courtesy BBC News

1976 Young LiberaL 
Leader cLeared of robberY

In context

At the time of Peter Hain’s acquittal there had 
already been several well-publicised cases of 
mistaken identity.
In 1974 the government had set up a com-
mittee, chaired by Lord Devlin, to examine the 
law and procedures relating to identification 
evidence.
A critical report by Lord Devlin published in 1977 
recommended statutory safeguards but the 
government took no action.
However, the Court of Appeal laid down detailed 
guidelines for trial judges in cases depending 
largely on eye-witness evidence.
Peter Hain later wrote a book about his ordeal, 
the Putney Plot.
He left the Liberals in 1977 and joined the La-
bour party.
He has been the MP for Neath in south Wales 
since 1991 and a government minister since 
shortly after Labour’s election win in 1997.

this day in history

GAZA STRIP

Israel army is pulling 
troops from southern Gaza

ted Ahmad Abu al-Rish said. 
“Animals can’t live here, so how 
is a human supposed to?”

Israel for weeks has vowed a 
ground offensive in nearby Ra-
fah. But the city shelters some 
1.4 million people — more 
than half of Gaza’s population. 
The prospect of an offensive 
has raised global alarm, inclu-
ding from Israel’s top ally, the 
U.S., which has demanded to 
see a credible plan to protect 
civilians. Allowing people to 
return to nearby Khan Younis 
could relieve some pressure on 
Rafah.

White House national se-
curity spokesman John Kirby 
repeated yesterday the U.S. 
opposition to a Rafah offensive 
and told ABC the U.S. believes 
that the partial Israeli with-
drawal “is really just about rest 
and refit for these troops that 
have been on the ground for 
four months and not necessa-
rily, that we can tell, indicative 
of some coming new opera-
tion for these troops.”

Israel’s military quietly drew 
down troops in devastated 
northern Gaza earlier in the 
war. But it has continued to 
carry out airstrikes and raids in 
areas where it says Hamas has 
resurfaced, including Gaza’s 
largest hospital, Shifa, leaving 
what the head of the World 
Health Organization called “an 
empty shell.”

The six-month mark has 
been met with growing frus-
tration in Israel, where anti-go-
vernment protests have swel-
led and anger is mounting over 
what some see as government 
inaction to help free about 130 
remaining hostages, about a 
quarter of whom Israel says 

are dead. Hamas-led militants 
took about 250 captives when 
they crossed from Gaza into Is-
rael on Oct. 7 and killed 1,200 
people, mostly civilians.

Several thousand protesters 
called for a “hostage deal now” 
at a rally outside the Knesset in 
Jerusalem, organized by hosta-
ges’ families. In southern Israel, 
weeping relatives gathered at 
the site of a music festival whe-
re more than 300 people were 
killed on Oct. 7.

“It’s an impossible reality for 
us, it’s an impossible reality for 
the Gazans and the people of 
this country. We just want to 
live,” said one protester, Talia 
Ezrahi.

“I would agree to anything 
to return the hostages and stop 
the mass killings in Gaza,” said 
another protester, Michal Fru-
chtman.

Negotiations in pursuit of a 
cease-fire in exchange for the 
hostages’ release were expec-
ted to resume in Cairo. 

“This doesn’t seem a war 
against terror. This doesn’t 
seem anymore a war about 
defending Israel. This really, 
at this point, seems it’s a war 
against humanity itself,” chef 
José Andrés told ABC, days 
after an Israeli airstrike killed 
seven of his World Central Ki-
tchen colleagues in Gaza. Aid 
deliveries on a crucial new sea 
route to the territory were sus-
pended.

“Humanity has been all but 
abandoned” in Gaza, the In-
ternational Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties said in a statement.

The U.N. and partners now 
warn of “imminent famine” for 
more than 1 million people in 

Gaza as humanitarian workers 
urge Israel to loosen restric-
tions on the delivery of aid 
overland, the only way to meet 
soaring needs as some Palesti-
nians forage for weeds to eat. 
Thousands of aid trucks have 
been waiting to enter Gaza.

“It’s a slow-motion massa-
cre of people to subject them 
to the kind of deprivation of 
food and water that they have 
been subjected to for the last 
six months,” Doctors Without 
Borders USA executive director 
Avril Benoit told CBS.

Mothers who have given 
birth in Gaza since the war be-
gan are especially vulnerable.

The Health Ministry in Gaza 
said the bodies of 38 people 
killed in Israel’s bombardment 
had been brought to the ter-
ritory’s remaining functional 
hospitals in the past 24 hours. 
It said 33,175 have been killed 
since the war began. It doesn’t 
differentiate between civilians 
and combatants but says two-
-thirds of the dead are children 
and women.

Israel’s military continued to 
suffer losses, including in Khan 
Younis, where the military said 
four soldiers were killed. Over 
600 Israeli soldiers have been 
killed since Oct. 7, according to 
Israel’s government.

Concerns about a wider re-
gional conflict continued as 
a top Iranian military adviser 
warned Israel that none of its 
embassies were safe following 
last week’s strike in Damascus 
— blamed on Israel — that kil-
led two elite Iranian generals 
and flattened an Iranian con-
sular building. Israel has not 
directly acknowledged its in-
volvement. MDT/AP

JACK JEFFERY & 
TIA GOLDENBERG, 
JERUSALEM

I
SRAEL’S military annou-
nced yesterday [Macau 
time] it had withdrawn 
its forces from the sou-

thern Gaza city of Khan You-
nis, wrapping up a key phase 
in its ground offensive against 
the Hamas militant group and 
bringing its troop presence 
in the territory to one of the 
lowest levels since the six-
-month war began.

But defense officials said 
troops were merely regrouping 
as the army prepares to move 
into Hamas’ last stronghold, 
Rafah. “The war in Gaza con-
tinues, and we are far from 
stopping,” said the military 
chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi.

Local broadcaster Channel 
13 TV reported that Israel was 
preparing to begin evacuating 
Rafah within one week and 
the process could take several 
months.

Still, the withdrawal was a 
milestone as Israel and Hamas 
marked six months of fighting. 
Military officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity under 
army policy, said a “significant 
force” remained in Gaza to 
continue targeted operations 
including in Khan Younis, ho-
metown of the Hamas leader, 
Yehya Sinwar.

AP video in Khan Younis 
showed some people retur-
ning to a landscape marked by 
shattered multistory buildings 
and climbing over debris. Cars 
were overturned and charred. 
Southern Gaza’s main hospital, 
Nasser, was in shambles.

“It’s all just rubble,” a dejec-
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Palestinians walk through the destruction left by the Israeli air and ground offensive after they withdrew from Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 09.04.2024

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Fall faller; 5- Fiddling emperor; 9- Milky Way maker; 13- ___ want for 

Christmas...; 14- Become accustomed (to); 16- Bones found in the hip; 17- Ego; 18- 
Favored crime of pyromaniacs; 19- Droops; 20- Toward sunrise; 21- Deteriorate; 22- 
“Unto the Sons” author; 24- Paradise lost; 26- In this place; 27- Tire feature; 29- Usually; 
33- Minuscule; 34- Zaire’s Mobutu ___ Seko; 35- Medicinal amount; 36- Sought office; 
37- Swiftness; 38- Ewe said it; 39- Broadway opener; 41- Mother of Helen of Troy; 42- 
“Til ___ do us part”; 44- Drugstore; 46- Perjurers; 47- Ages; 48- Juniors, perhaps; 49- 
Climbed; 52- Part of UNLV; 53- Must’ve been something ___; 57- ___ breve; 58- Best 
of a group; 60- Middle of QED; 61- Author Uris; 62- Less common or less cooked; 63- 
Spotted; 64- Pigeon-___; 65- Pops; 66- Monetary unit of Western Samoa;
 
DOWN 1- Use a surgical beam; 2- Zeno of ___; 3- ___ well...; 4- Ten plus five; 5- 
Approached; 6- Noted bankruptcy of 2001; 7- Corrosion; 8- Acapulco gold; 9- Deceive; 
10- Caesar’s wings; 11- Fixes illegally; 12- 
Manuscript enc.; 15- Went in; 23- Upper 
limb; 25- It breaks daily; 26- Old Testament 
prophet; 27- Instruct; 28- ___-car; 29- 
Destitute; 30- Like lungs; 31- Atty.-to-be 
exams; 32- Slangy assent; 33- Ensnare; 34- 
Glasses, briefly; 37- Defame; 40- Erin; 42- 
Racket; 43- Least difficult; 45- A Stooge; 46- 
Runners-up; 48- Satisfied; 49- Preservative; 
50- 1963 role for Liz; 51- Balm ingredient; 
52- Currency of Turkey, and formerly of Italy; 
54- Calculus calculation; 55- Chinese weight; 
56- Europe’s highest volcano; 59- Young 
fellow; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Pursue personal dreams over the 
next six months. Expand talents, 
capacities and skills, with this 
New Moon Solar Eclipse in your 
sign. Shine your light.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Insights, breakthroughs and 
revelations sparkle under the Aries 
Eclipse. Dreams seem within 
reach. Enjoy a six-month creative, 
imaginative and organizational 
phase. possibilities.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Connect and share support 
for big results. This six-month 
Eclipse phase benefits teamwork. 
Grow through friendships, 
social networks and community 
participation. Have fun together.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
This Eclipse phase illuminates 
professional opportunities. Develop 
interesting projects over the 
next six months. Pursue exciting 
possibilities. Your career, status and 
influence rise.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Educational opportunities arise under 
the Aries Eclipse. The next six-month 
phase favors study, investigation and 
exploration. Make connections, 
contributions and discoveries.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Find creative ways to grow your 
family nest egg. A lucrative six-
month phase dawns with this New 
Moon. Launch valuable initiatives 
with your partner.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Collaboration comes naturally, 
especially over six months 
following tonight’s Aries Eclipse. 
You’re on the same wavelength. 
Take your partnership to the next 
level.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Energize your physical moves. 
This Aries Eclipse initiates six 
months of  growing work, health 
and vitality. Put your heart into 
your actions. Practice makes 
perfect.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Enjoy yourself. Stir up some 
romance. This Solar Eclipse begins 
a six-month family, fun and passion 
phase. Get creative. It’s all for love.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Realize domestic dreams and 
visions with upgrades over a six-
month Eclipse phase. Clarify 
clutter. Improve the beauty and 
functionality of  your home. 
Connect with family. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Begin a lucrative Aries Eclipse 
phase. Discover fresh markets 
and rising prosperity. Strengthen 
financial foundations for growth. 
Rake in and preserve a healthy 
harvest.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Creative projects flower. Profit 
through communications for 
six months. Possibilities spark in 
conversation over this Eclipse 
phase. Express, share and connect. 
Write your story.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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JAMES ROBSON, 
MANCHESTER

LIVERPOOL 2, MAN U 2

HAVING ended Liverpool’s 
quadruple challenge, 

Manchester United looked set 
to deliver a major blow to Jur-
gen Klopp’s hopes of bowing 
out at the end of the season 
with a second Premier League 
title.

Time will tell how dama-
ging a 2-2 draw at Old Traf-
ford yesterday [Macau time] 
will be to the Merseyside club 
in the three-way fight at the 
top, but it could have been so 
much worse if not for Moha-
med Salah’s late penalty.

“We should have won the 
game, that is clear,” Klopp 
said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
we have a point more than we 
did before.”

It wasn’t only the prospect 
of defeat at the home of Liver-
pool’s fiercest rivals that felt so 
significant, but the nature of it.

Klopp’s team had totally 
dominated by raining down 
shots on United’s goal in a 
mismatched first half, but 
only managed to lead 1-0 at 
the break through Luis Diaz’s 
goal.

The atmosphere totally 
changed when Bruno Fernan-
des struck a stunning equali-
zer from inside the center cir-
cle after a Liverpool mistake 
and Kobbie Mainoo curled a 
superb shot into the top cor-
ner to give United the lead.

After victories for Arsenal 

and Manchester City on Sa-
turday, Liverpool was hea-
ding toward a second defeat 
to United, after losing in the 
quarterfinals of the FA Cup 
last month.

That was until Aaron Wan-
-Bissaka’s reckless lunge at 
Harvey Elliott led to referee 
Anthony Taylor pointing to 
the spot and Salah conver-
ting.

The draw moved Liverpool 
level on points with first-pla-
ce Arsenal, but behind on 
goal difference. City is a point 

behind in third in an ever-ti-
ghtening title race.

“You shouldn’t do what 
we do today constantly, that 
won’t be enough. Definitely 
not,” Klopp said.

Klopp said in January that 
he would step down at the 
end of the season. He has al-
ready led Liverpool to the 
English League Cup and the 
club is still in contention to 
win the Europa League. Klopp 
is hoping to win the Premier 
League title for a second time 
after ending the club’s 30-year 
wait for the trophy in 2020.

United has been a bogey 
team for Liverpool this season 
— with two draws in the lea-
gue and victory in the FA Cup.

Arsenal still has to travel 
to Old Trafford in the league, 
but Klopp predicted a similar 
performance by United would 
be punished by Mikel Arteta’s 
league leader.

“I’m really sorry to say it, 
but we should have won both 
games and didn’t. That’s our 

fault,” Klopp said.

UNITED FIGHTS
Erik ten Hag needed a per-

formance from his players in 
front of new co-owner Jim Ra-
tcliffe.

A desperately disappoin-
ting week had seen his team 
blow winning positions in 
stoppage time at Brentford 
and Chelsea to deliver blows 
to United’s chances of quali-
fying for the Champions Lea-
gue.

While this was another late 
setback, United’s response to 
being totally outplayed in the 
first half will have provided 
some encouragement to the 
manager.

Pressure is on Ten Hag to 
salvage a campaign that has 
failed to live up to expecta-
tions. Ratcliffe is overhauling 
United’s soccer operations in 
an attempt to end its wait for 
the title, having last lifted the 
trophy in Alex Ferguson’s final 
season in 2013. MDT/AP

Liverpool’s manager Jurgen Klopp

FOOTBALL | EPL

Klopp avoids damaging defeat but 
drops points in three-way race for title
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Grill 58 at MGM 
COTAI is celebra-

ted for its exceptio-
nal wood grilling and 
premium steak offe-
rings. This April, the 
restaurant elevates 
its dining experien-
ce with the arrival of 
a stellar guest chef. 
Chef Dave Pynt, the 
mastermind behind 
Burnt Ends, one of 
Singapore’s most 
sought-after dining 
destinations, is set 
to take over Grill 58 
for three days from 
April 18 to 20 as part 
of MGM’s guest chef 
series.

With its prestigious one MICHELIN star and 
No. 15 ranking on the Asia’s 50 Best Restaurants 
list, Burnt Ends has set a high standard for 
modern Australian barbecue. Dave Pynt, chef-
patron of the establishment, specializes in the 
craftsmanship of cooking with wood. His bold, 
unparalleled creations are a testament to his 
commitment to creating unique flavor profiles. 
With wood-fire grilling, roasting, baking and 
smoking, Chef Pynt brings out the true flavors 
of fresh, premium ingredients such as smoked 
quail eggs and caviar, king crab and Blackmore’s 
striploin, unveiling the essence of local culinary 
excellence with his ultimate barbecue techniques.

Don’t miss this exclusive opportunity to experience 
the culinary artistry of Chef Pynt as he brings his 
raw fire culinary magic to Grill 58. 10-course lunch 
and 13-course dinner tasting menus are available. 
For reservations, please call (853) 8806 2318 or 
visit mgm.mo.

Experience the Ultimate Wood-
Fire Grilling with Chef Dave  
Pynt’s Takeover at Grill 58

 advertorial

ICE HOCKEY

Canadian women blank 
Czechia 5-0 at Worlds; 
Sweden, Denmark also win
K

RISTIN O’Neill 
had two goals 
and an assist in 
the first period 

and Canada breezed to a 
5-0 victory over Czechia 
at the IIHF Women’s 
World Championship 
yesterday [Macau time].

The victory sets up a 
showdown between Ca-
nada (3-0-0-0) and the 
United States (3-0-0-0) 
yesterdayto close out 
the Group A preliminary 
round. Both teams have 
clinched spots in the 
quarterfinals.

Czechia (1-0-0-2) 
currently sits in third 
place in Group A. All five 
seeds in Group A and 
the top three in Group 
B advance to Thursday’s 
quarterfinals. Czechia 
closes out the prelims 
against Switzerland to-
day.

Canada grabbed the 
lead just 2:07 into the 
match when Danielle 
Serdachny scored with 
an assist from O’Neill. 
O’Neill gave Canada a 
two-goal lead at the ni-
ne-minute mark with an 
assist from Sarah Nur-
se. O’Neill scored again, 
unassisted off a rebou-
nd, with 2:30 left in the 
period to make it 3-0.

Renata Fast had the 
lone score of the second 
period to push the lead 

to 4-0. Jamie Lee Rattray 
and Nurse notched as-
sists.

Laura Stacey made it 
5-0 less than six minu-
tes into the final period 
with assists from Jocely-
ne Larocque and Blayre 
Turnbull.

Ann-Renee Desbiens 
finished with 13 saves in 
goal for Canada. It was 
her sixth career shutout 
in the event. Desbiens 
has an 18-1 record for 
Canada with her only 
loss coming to the U.S. 
in last year’s gold-medal 
match.

Klara Peslarova 
stopped 37 shots for 
Czechia.

SWEDEN 6, JAPAN 2
Josefin Bouveng sco-

red twice, including the 
finale in a three-goal 
third period, and added 
an assist as Sweden (3-
0-0-0) remained unbea-
ten in the Group B preli-
minaries.

Japan (0-0-1-2) is in 
danger of missing the 
quarterfinals for the first 
time since 2017.

Sweden jumped out 
to a 2-0 lead after one 
period. Ebba Hedqvist 
used assists from Ida 
Karlsson and Sara Hjal-
marsson to score 6:45 
into the match and Bou-
veng added her first less 

than two minutes later, 
scoring unassisted.

Japan bounced back 
in the second period to 
knot the score at 2-all. 
Haruka Toko had the 
first goal — with an as-
sist from Shiori Koike — 
at 7:23. Makoto Ito fou-
nd the net 49 seconds 
later.

Hilda Svensson gave 
Sweden the lead for 
good, using assists from 
Maja Nylen Persson and 
Hanna Olsson, to score 
with 1:24 remaining in 
the period.

Thea Johansson took 
a pass from Mira Hallin 
and scored 4:58 into the 
final period to give Swe-
den a two-goal lead. So-
fie Lundin and Bouveng 
notched assists on a goal 
by Hjalmarsson that 
made it 5-2. Bouveng 
capped the scoring with 
3:19 left to play, scoring 
unassisted. She leads all 
players with four goals 
so far in the event.

It was the 500th match 
in world championship 
history. Sweden also 
played in the first mat-
ch of the competition, a 
15-1 defeat at the hands 
of Canada.

Sweden closes out 
the preliminary round 
against Germany. Japan 
will square off against 
Denmark today.

DENMARK 2, CHINA 1 
(SO)

Frederikke Foss and 
Nicoline Jensen sco-
red shootout goals and 
Emma-Sofie Nordstrom 
saved all three shots she 
faced to help Denmark 
pull out a win after a late 
rally by China.

Minghui Kong netted 
the equalizer for China 
(0-1-1-1) with 1:51 re-
maining in the third pe-
riod, using assists from 
Xin Fang and Baiwei Yu 
to score for the second 
time in the tournament.

Denmark (0-1-0-2) 
took a 1-0 lead with 92 
seconds remaining in 
the second period when 
Amanda Refsgaard used 
assists from Frida Kiels-
trup and Nicoline Jensen 
to score her first goal of 
the event.

Jiahui Zhan had 10 sa-
ves in goal for China and 
Nordstrom stopped nine 
shots for Denmark in a 
scoreless first period.

Zhan finished with 33 
saves for China. Nords-
trom stopped 23 shots 
for Denmark.

China closes out 
the prelims on Tues-
day against Germany. 
Denmark squares off 
against Japan today in 
its finale. The quarterfi-
nals begin on Thursday. 
MDT/AP
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Mexico’s first presidential 
debate yesterday [Macau 
time] ahead of June 2 
elections, former Mexico 
City Mayor and frontrunner 
Claudia Sheinbaum 
appeared comfortable with 
her polling lead, remaining 
calm amid ex-Senator 
Xóchitl Gálvez’s personal 
attacks. In the debate, 
candidates responded to 
questions about health, 
education, corruption, 
transparency, vulnerable 
groups and violence against 
women.

Ecuador The global 
condemnation of 
Ecuador’s government 
for its decision to break 
into the Mexican Embassy 
snowballed Sunday with 
more presidents and 
other leaders expressing 
disapproval, shock and 
dismay. The criticism came 
as Mexico’s ambassador 
and other personnel arrived 
in Mexico City yesterday 
[Macau time] after departing 
Ecuador’s capital, Quito, on 
a commercial flight. 

Poland An exit poll released 
after Poland’s local and 
regional elections showed 
Prime Minister Donald 
Tusk’s pro-EU party trailing 
the conservative opposition 
party that governed 
Poland for eight years until 
December. But the socially 
liberal mayor of Warsaw, a 
Tusk ally, easily won another 
term in the capital. Sunday’s 
elections were the first 
electoral test for Tusk’s 
coalition government nearly 
four months since it took 
power.

Mozambique A makeshift 
ferry sank off Mozambique’s 
northern coast on Sunday, 
killing 94 people including 
children, local media 
reported. The overcrowded 
boat was carrying 130 
people and many of 
those who drowned were 
children, according to TV 
Diário Nampula, a local 
online outlet. The boat 
was operating between 
Lunga and the Island of 
Mozambique in Nampula 
province in the north of the 
country when it capsized, 
the report said. Rescue 
efforts continued yesterday.

Huge crowds await a total 
solar eclipse in North America

Millions of spectators along a narrow corridor stretching from Mexico 
to the U.S. to Canada eagerly awaited today’s celestial sensation — a total 
eclipse of the sun — even as forecasters called for clouds.

The best weather was expected at the tail end of the eclipse in Vermont 
and Maine, as well as New Brunswick and Newfoundland.

It promised to be North America’s biggest eclipse crowd ever, thanks to 
the densely populated path and the lure of more than four minutes of mi-
dday darkness in Texas and other choice spots. Almost everyone in North 
America was guaranteed at least a partial eclipse, weather permitting.

“Cloud cover is one of the trickier things to forecast,” National Weather 
Service meteorologist Alexa Maines explained at Cleveland’s Great Lakes 
Science Center on Sunday. “At the very least, it won’t snow.”

The cliff-hanging uncertainty added to the drama. Rain or shine, “it’s 
just about sharing the experience with other people,” said Chris Lomas 
from Gotham, England, who was staying at a sold-out trailer resort outsi-
de Dallas, the biggest city in totality’s path.

For today’s [Macau time] full eclipse, the moon was due to slip right in 
front of the sun, entirely blocking it.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

DAVID BILLER, 
RIO DE JANEIRO

A crusading Brazilian 
Supreme Court justi-

ce included Elon Musk as 
a target in an ongoing in-
vestigation over the disse-
mination of fake news and 
opened a separate inves-
tigation yesterday [Macau 
time] into the executive 
for alleged obstruction.

In his decision, Justice 
Alexandre de Moraes no-
ted that Musk on Saturday 
began waging a public “di-
sinformation campaign” 
regarding the top court’s 
actions, and that Musk 
continued the following 
day — most notably with 
comments that his social 
media company X would 
cease to comply with the 
court’s orders to block cer-
tain accounts.

“The flagrant conduct 
of obstruction of Brazilian 
justice, incitement of cri-
me, the public threat of di-
sobedience of court orders 
and future lack of coope-
ration from the platform 
are facts that disrespect 
the sovereignty of Brazil,” 
de Moraes wrote.

Musk will be investiga-
ted for alleged intentional 
criminal instrumentaliza-
tion of X as part of an in-
vestigation into a network 
of people known as digi-
tal militias who allegedly 
spread defamatory fake 
news and threats against 
Supreme Court justices, 
according to the text of the 

decision. The new investi-
gation will look into whe-
ther Musk engaged in obs-
truction, criminal organi-
zation and incitement.

Musk has not commen-
ted on X about the latest 
development.

Brazil’s political right 
has long characterized de 
Moraes as overstepping 
his bounds to clamp down 
on free speech and engage 
in political persecution. In 
the digital militias inves-
tigation, lawmakers from 
former President Jair Bol-
sonaro’s circle have been 
imprisoned and his su-
pporters’ homes raided. 
Bolsonaro himself became 
a target of the investiga-
tion in 2021.

De Moraes’ defenders 
have said his decisions, al-
though extraordinary, are 
legally sound and neces-
sary to purge social me-
dia of fake news as well as 
extinguish threats to Bra-
zilian democracy — noto-
riously underscored by the 
Jan. 8, 2023, uprising in 
Brazil’s capital that resem-
bled the Jan. 6, 2021 insur-
rection in the U.S. Capitol.

On Saturday, Musk — a 
self-declared free speech 
absolutist — wrote on X 
that the platform would 
lift all restrictions on blo-
cked accounts and pre-
dicted that the move was 
likely to dry up revenue in 
Brazil and force the com-
pany to shutter its local 
office.

“But principles mat-

ter more than profit,” he 
wrote.

He later instructed 
users in Brazil to down-
load a VPN to retain ac-
cess if X was shut down 
and wrote that X would 
publish all of de Moraes’ 
demands, claiming they 
violate Brazilian law.

“These are the most 
draconian demands of any 
country on Earth!” he later 
wrote.

Musk had not published 
de Moraes’ demands as of 
yesterday and prominent 
blocked accounts remai-
ned so, indicating X had 
yet to act based on Musk’s 
previous pledges.

Moraes’ decision war-
ned against doing so, 
saying each blocked ac-
count that X eventually 
reactivates will entail 
a fine of 100,000 reais 
($20,000) per day, and 
that those responsib-
le will be held legally to 
account for disobeying a 
court order.

Brazil’s attorney general 
wrote Saturday night that 
it was urgent for Brazil to 
regulate social media plat-
forms. “We cannot live in a 
society in which billionai-
res domiciled abroad have 
control of social networks 
and put themselves in 
a position to violate the 
rule of law, failing to com-
ply with court orders and 
threatening our authori-
ties. Social peace is non-
-negotiable,” Jorge Mes-
sias wrote on X. MDT/AP

Brazil Supreme Court 
orders investigation 
of Musk
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Ditching the 
lecturing in favor 
of listening may 
open the way to less 
strained relations

While it is undoubtedly an encouraging sign of 
serious shared interest in stabilizing their rela-
tions, as well as the pragmatism present in both 
sides’ approaches to the rocky China-United 
States relationship, US Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen’s ongoing visit may also indicate bilateral 
ties are on the threshold of a challenging new 
stage.

If the consensus on stabilizing bilateral ties by 
keeping lines of communication open repre-
sents the first stage of a strategic reset, the two si-
des now face a new one that will put their claims 
of responsibly managing bilateral ties to the test. 
It is a test that will prove tough for both, because, 
increasingly, they are getting to the roots of the 
problems that have strained bilateral ties, where 
neither sees much room for compromise.

Before she embarked on the trip, on her way to 
China, and then in Guangzhou, Yellen’s remarks 
centered on Chinese “manufacturing overca-
pacity”, whose economic fallout she said wou-
ld hurt the US, the rest of the world, and finally 
China itself. This line is expected to continue in 
Beijing until the end of her visit.

Yellen brought with her Washington’s growing 
worries about alleged Chinese overproduction 
of electric vehicles, solar panels, semiconduc-
tors and other goods allegedly flooding global 
markets. Its request is Beijing shift away from 
what it claims is Beijing’s subsidy-driven eco-
nomic model and return to market-oriented 
reforms.

This will prove an extremely hard sell, because 
it is fundamentally at odds with Beijing’s view, 
which is that it is Washington that is using sub-
sidies and other measures to distort the market. 
Beijing sees no need for such a “return” conside-
ring its present path is a “higher degree of ope-
ning-up”, which by its very nature requires fur-
ther reforms. As for China’s alleged “unfair trade 
practices”, Washington is simply employing a 
double standard. Yellen’s Chinese hosts have 
complained about US tariffs on Chinese impor-
ts, sanctions on Chinese companies, and espe-
cially the punitive moves against TikTok.

Yellen has won Chinese friends for repeate-
dly arguing against the “decoupling” of the two 
economies, which is why many have seen her 
as being the best messenger to convey Washin-
gton’s appeal for a “level playing field”.

Her July 2023 China visit led to the forming 
of economic and financial “working groups” 
in both governments. But things are different 
this time. While in Washington’s eyes they are 
a growing threat, China-made EVs, power ba-
tteries and solar panels happen to be among 
the leading wave of the country’s new quality 
productive forces. No country should seek to 
suppress another’s development, as the Chine-
se leader has told his US audiences on multiple 
recent occasions.

The differences between the two sides are “not 
going to be solved in an afternoon or a month”, 
as Yellen rightly said.

But continuous communication may provide 
“a structured way” in which the two sides can 
“continue to listen to one another and see if we 
can find a way forward that will avoid conflict”.

That is certainly a foundation to build on that 
needs reinforcing with solid means of support.
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