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B> THE DARK SIDE

Without Borders said
today [Macau time] that
one of its representatives

was denied entry into
Hong Kong, calling it

a "new decline” in the
city's press freedoms.
According to the group,
its Taipei-based staffer
Aleksandra Bielakowska
was stopped at the

airport by immigration
officers. She was detained,

belongigs searched | Despite the flashy numbers - of visitors and gaming revenues -
was deniedentry <ol he lawmaker Pereira Coutinho paints a dark picture of

group oknonn by s the local economy and calls for consumption cards

French acronym RSF.
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South Korea's prime
minister Han Duck-soo
(pictured) and senior
presidential officials
offered to resign en masse
yesterday after their ruling
party suffered a crushing
defeat in parliamentary
elections in a huge blow
to conservative President
Yoon Suk Yeol. The

results of Wednesday's
elections mean the liberal
opposition forces will
prolong their control of
parliament until after Yoon
completes his single five-
year termin 2027.
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Ukraine's parliament
passed a controversial law
yesterday that will govern
how the country recruits
new soldiers to replenish
depleted forces who are
increasingly struggling

to fend off Russian
troops. Two years after
Russia's full-scale invasion
captured nearly a quarter
of the country, the stakes
could not be higher

for Kyiv. After a string

of victories in the first
year of the war, fortunes
have turned for the
Ukrainian military, which

is dugin, outgunned and
outnumbered.
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MACAU

TO HOLD
NATIONAL
SECURITY
EDUCATION
EXHIBITION

The SAR and Liaison
Office of the Central
People's Government
in Macau will hold
the 2024 National
Security Education
Exhibition for All from
April 15 to May 15.
The exhibition aims
to provide residents
with knowledge
about national
development and
security over the
past decade. With
the theme "Overall
National Security
Concept, 10th
Anniversary of
Innovation Leading,”
it will feature
sections on "security
achievements, high-
quality development,
and Macau's
prosperity with
central government
support.”

APPROVED
MORTGAGE
LOANS PLUNGE
40% IN
FEBRUARY

New residential
mortgage loans
(RMLs) approved by
local banks fell by
42.5% month-on-
month to MOP686.29
million in February,
according to data
from the Monetary
Authority of Macao.
Of these, new

RMLs to residents,
representing

97.0% of the total,
decreased by 43.0%
to MOP665.97
million; the non-
resident component
dropped by 23.6% to
MOP20.33 million.
New and commercial
real estate loans
(CRELs) decreased
by 33.4% month-on-
month to MOP946.14
million. Within this
total, new CRELs

to residents, which
occupied 99.3%

of the total, fell by
31.4% to MOP939.96
million.
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PRICE FOR LAND RENTED FROM
7ZHUHAI FOR LRT STILL A MYSTERY'

RENATO MARQUES

HE Secretary for Administra-

tion and Justice, André Cheong
has failed, yet again, to provide the
rent figure that will be paid to the
authorities of Zhuhai for the 3,700
square meter land parcel close to
the Border Gate that will be used
in the construction of the East
Line of the Light Rapid Transit
(LRT).

At the Legislative Assembly (AL)
where discussion, the first reading,
and final vote on a bill for basic re-
gulations under Macau laws gover-
ning the land and sea areas gran-
ted by the central government for
such a purpose were held, Cheong
was questioned by the lawmakers
on the topic of the area, rental
period and rental fee to be paid
by Macau to the neighboring city
of Zhuhai for the use of the plot.
In response, the Secretary said that
the rental period will run until 2049
but the price is not yet known.

“As for the rent price, in the fu-
ture, we will have an agreement
between the two sides [Zhuhai
and Macau]. For the time being,
we don’'t know for sure the price,”
he said, saying also that the detai-
led area of the plot, to be defined
by the State Council, is currently

AWMAKERS who com-
Izprise Macau’s Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL) unani-
mously approved the new
amendments to the AL
election law yesterday.

The amendments make

undergoing a final marking but
should be approximately 3,700m2.

Cheong also noted that the
agreement states clearly that
during the whole rental period,
ending December 19 2049, the
plot cannot be used for any other
purpose besides the construction
of the East Line of the LRT to reach
the Border Gate area.

He also said that the land must
be used to benefit the local LRT,
as well as for the interconnection
with the transport network of the
mainland side.

The decision to grant Macau
the plot came from a decision of
the Permanent Committee of the
National People’s Congress (NPC),
adopted on December 29 last year.

In the decision it is also noted
that “at the end of the lease period,
the lease may be renewed by deci-
sion of the Standing Committee of
the NPC.”

When completed, the East Line
of the LRT will connect the Pac On
area in Taipa via an underwater
tunnel to Zone A of the new land-
fills and continue as an undergrou-

several changes to election
procedures as well as intro-
duce a new mechanism by
which to evaluate the can-
didates in light of the motto
“Macau government by pa-
triots.”

In a final voting that
took place after only a few
questions or calls for cla-
rification, the topics that
raised most discussion
were related to the new ru-
les completely excluding
from all lists those found
to be subscribing to more
than one candidate’s list.
The first version of the bill
proposed that a person
subscribed to multiple lists
would be allowed to remain

on the first subscribed list
but, after discussion in the
Second Standing Commit-
tee of the AL, it was decided
it was fairer to exclude the
person from all lists com-
pletely as the law states
that each person can only
subscribe to one.

Another topic of discus-
sion was the start of the
campaign ban period, whi-
ch was initially at the point
of submission of a candi-
dacy list but, for the sake
of fairness, was moved to
the day after the deadline
for submitting candidacy
lists to avoid candidates
submitting their lists at the
very end of the submission

period and to ensure all
candidates are provided
the same length of time to
campaign.

As it is already known,
the new mechanism used
to measure candidates’ “pa-
triotism” and “faithfulness
to Macau and China’ is
binding and is not subject
to any form of appeal.

The new law comes into
force the day after its publi-
cation in the government’s
official gazette and will
apply to next year’s election
for the AL.

In the initial presenta-
tion to the plenary, the pre-
sident of the Committee,
lawmaker Chan Chak Mo,
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nd tunnel until the Border Gate.
Previously, the Secretary for
Transport and Public Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosdrio, suggested the
line extending beyond the current
plan might include one more sta-
tion to serve the Qingmao border
post but, in an interview with the
Times last month, Rosario said
that this potential extension is not
a matter for the current agenda.
He hinted that such a project wou-
ld be not part of the major cons-
truction of the line but instead a
separate project for a later time.

Election law review finally approved
and ready for next year's election

mittee meetings needed for

final version. RM
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+ ... Pereira Coutinho paints a dark

Coutinho has painted
a dark picture of the
local economy, calling
on the government to enforce
new financial support mea-
sures such as the reissuing of
electronic consumption cards.

The lawmaker noted that,
recently, the Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lei Wai
Nong, predicted that Macau’s
economic growth for 2024
could reach 10% but, in reality,
the economy seems to be rece-
ding.

“Recent statistical data on
the transactions involving
commercial stores and offi-
ce spaces show that business
has been decreasing at a very
sharp rate,” Pereira Coutinho
said, adding, “back in 2010
there were 2,451 [of this type
of] transaction but in 2023
there were only 299 transac-
tions. We see that there was a
decrease of around 820%, i.e.,
an abrupt drop in this type of
transaction.”

Making use of the same data
from the Statistics and Census
Service, the lawmakers added
that, even in the residential
market, the drop in transac-
tions is also very significant

picture of the local economy,
calls for consumption cards

with 21,628 units transacted
in 2007 but only 2,879 units in
2023 (-751%).

“These data show that, in
general, Macau’s economy is
going from bad to worse with
serious social implications
while small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) struggle to
survive due to a lack of custo-
mers,” he said. He adding that
the “recent radical changes”
that have occurred in the ga-
ming industry will further im-
pact the survival of SMEs, na-
mely in the food and beverage
sector.

According to the same
lawmaker, this situation is due
to the “slow death” situation of
the junkets and what is left of
the VIP gaming sector, which
he fears will soon increase the
number of unemployed locals.

“T call once again for elec-

RENATO MARQUES

tronic consumption cards to
be distributed to help families
in difficulty and thus increase

domestic consumption,” he
said, adding, “the government
must also increase the pension

to match the real living costs
due to the increase of the price
of essential goods.”
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MACAU TO HOST SERIES OF SPORTS
EVENTS IN 2025 NATIONAL GAMES
INCLUDING VOLLEYBALL

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU is set to take on table

tennis, women’s volleyball,
three-on-three basketball, men’s
under-18 basketball, and karate
in the 2025 National Games.

The announcement comes as
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng led
organizers of Macau’s delegation
to yesterday inaugural meeting
on the 15th National Games in
Guangzhou.

The meeting marked the for-
mal establishment of the orga-
nizing committee overseeing
preparations for the multi-sport
event, which will be held across
Hong Kong, Macau and Guang-
dong Province in November
2025.

Zhang Xin, director of the
State Sports General Adminis-
tration’s Competition and Sports
Department, said the 15th Natio-
nal Games will run from Nov. 9 to
Now. 21, 2025.

Guangzhou will host the ope-
ning ceremony while Shenzhen
will host the closing ceremony.

There will be 34 major com-
petitions and 401 minor events.
Mass events have been divided

Lam Lon Wai calls gov't

into competitions and exhibi-
tions.

According to Ho, the SAR plans
to host two or three test matches
this year in a bid to prepare for
the National Games.

He added that Macau will
fully participate in, and coope-
rate with, the work of the orga-
nizing committee and work with
Guangdong and Hong Kong

He mentioned that various
departments of the Macau Divi-

sion Organizing Committee are
preparing for various software
and hardware facilities, compe-
titions, receptions, publicity, and
transportation.

“Regarding the competition,
we are maintaining close coope-
ration and communication with
relevant national project associa-
tions and relevant departments of
Guangdong Province, conducting
personnel training, and making
full preparations,” said Ho.

to strengthen prevention
mechanisms to protect minors

STAFF REPORTER

AWMAKER Lam Lon

In addition, he noted that the
recruitment of volunteers for the
15th National Games had been
officially launched in February
2023. As of this February, more
than 9,000 people had registered
to participate

Meanwhile, neighboring re-
gion Hong Kong Hong Kong will
be hosting eight sports events
including fencing and track cy-
cling.

Also, Zhang said officials are

ZONEA

considering connecting mara-
thon and road cycling routes
between the three regions to pro-
mote integrated development.

Formation of the organizing
committee marks important
progress as plans ramp up for the
quadrennial event, which rota-
tes among China’s provinces and
territories.

PUN: INTENSE
PREPARATION UNDERWAY

Sports Bureau (ID) director
Pun Weng Kun has admitted that
the Grand Prix and the 15th Na-
tional Games, to take place at the
same time, will be challenging
given the intense preparation re-
quired.

However, Pun told the press
that he is confident that autho-
rities have already allocated suf-
ficient manpower, and all gover-
nment departments will actively
provide assistance.

According to current assess-
ments, Macau will use six to se-
ven venues for the National Ga-
mes, and is currently doing pre-
liminary optimization, including
lighting, network and optical
fiber laying, among others.

“The current work is going
smoothly and we are confident
that it will be basically comple-
ted early next year,” Pun told the
press on the sidelines of the mee-
ting yesterday in Guangzhou, as
cited in a TDM report.

Pun also said that it has colla-
borated with the hotel sector for
athlete accommodation.

LAWMAKERS SUBMIT
PROPOSAL FOR ROAD
TO BE NAMED AFTER
ZHENG GUANYING

STAFF REPORTER

AWMAKERS Ma

Chi

in 1842 and spent a signifi-
cant amount of time in Ma-
cau. He embarked on a path

'Wai called on the go-
vernment’s security and
education departments
to be actively engaged in
crime prevention edu-
cation for local minors.

This comes as crime
statistics in 2023 show
that there were 36 ca-
ses of child sexual abu-
se, which is an increase
when compared to both
2022 and 2019.

In 2019, only 11 child
sexual abuse cases were
reported.

In an interpellation
to the government at
the Legislative Assembly
(AL) yesterday, Lam hi-
ghlighted that there is a
need for the city to com-
prehensively safeguard
schools and minors and

RENATO MARQUES

provide an environment
conducive to their heal-
thy development.
Believing the number
of cases in 2023 alar-
ming, Lam hopes that
the government will
continue to boost the
plan to establish new
communication mecha-
nisms and intelligence

platforms in collabora-
tion with the local poli-
ce to combat the spread
of underage pornogra-
phy.

Despite ongoing em-
phasis by authorities,
“there is still a need to
reinforce minors’ sel-
f-protection  abilities
and awareness,” said

the lawmaker.

“There should be
collective efforts from
all sectors of society to
strengthen awareness
and education, estab-
lish effective home-s-
chool cooperation me-
chanisms, and enhance
protection capabilities,”
he remarked.

Seng and Pang Chuan
propose the establishment
of “Zheng Guanying Road”
near public cultural faci-
lities in the Zone A, in bid
to honor the Chinese refor-
mist from Guangdong.

This proposal aims to
honor, restore and estab-
lish Zheng Guanying Road
near the large-scale public
cultural facilities in Zone
A, to highlight Macau’s po-
sition and role in the his-
torical process of national
development and use this
as a way to strengthen the
“patriotism and love for
Macau” according to the
joint proposal.

Zheng Guanying, a pro-
minent figure in modern
China, was born in Yongmo
Village, Xiangshan County

of westernization at the age
of 18 and held various po-
sitions in Shanghai, inclu-
ding the Shanghai Telegra-
ph Bureau and the Kaiping
Mining Co., Ltd.

He later settled in Macau
and wrote influential works
such as Words of Warning
to a Prosperous Age which
advocates self-strengthe-
ning and social and econo-
mic reforms in Qing China.
Zheng Guanying was a re-
formist thinker and indus-
trialist, and his ideas had
a profound impact on the
modernization process in
China.

In the 1990s, a road in
Macau was named after
him, but it was later remo-
ved in 2007 due to urban
development needs.
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65 rounds in:

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU’S long-stan-
ding mask supply
program, now in
its 65th round, is
being questioned by residents
particularly about the continued
allocation of public funds.

While the program aims to
distribute masks at an affordable
price to eligible residents, chan-
ging habits and declining mask
usage has led some individuals
to question the program’s rele-
vance and suggest alternative
uses for the funds.

The long-running program
will distribute 30 masks for 24
Macau patacas to eligible resi-
dents over 30 days. But inter-
views found that many no longer
wear masks regularly.

“I don't wear masks unless
I have a cough or I'm sick; it’s
much easier to bear them con-
sidering we had to wear them
constantly for a few years,” said
local resident Jessica Silva.

Silva also suggested that the
government could allocate the
funds for better purposes as

RENATO MARQUES

masks are otherwise readily avai-
lable for purchase.

Tomas Lopes said “no” when
asked if he still wears a mask.
Acknowledging masks may
come in handy, he doesn’t
think continuing distribution
is harmful.

Is Macau's long
mask distribution program st

Oriana Cheang, another re-
sident, mentioned that she only
wears masks in public health
areas and observed that the go-
vernment possesses substantial
funds.

The Health Bureau (SSM) was
approached by the Times for

comments regarding the fun-
ding rationale and the possibili-
ty of the program’s termination.
However, the bureau has yet
to respond, leaving questions
unanswered about the decision
to continue allocating funds to
masks despite a significant decli-

-running
ill necessary?

ne in usage over the past year.

While masks will remain
commercially available, the vo-
luntary wearing of masks has
decreased, and mask stock is
increasing. This has prompted
some to question whether pu-
blic funds could be utilized more
effectively in other areas as con-
cerns over Covid-19 subside. The
SSM did not clarify whether usa-
ge trends influenced its decision
to renew the program.

This comes as Deputy Ron
Lam previously called last year
for people to gradually stop wea-
ring masks after the peak of the
pandemic last year, stating pro-
longed use can affect immunity,
language development in chil-
dren, and interpersonal commu-
nication.

While some individuals ex-
press a decreased reliance on
masks and suggest alternative
uses for public funds, others ack-
nowledge potential benefits of
continued distribution. Ultima-
tely, the decision regarding the
allocation of public funds and
the future of the mask supply
program rests with the SSM.
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

General Surgery : Dr Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter. Dr. Kwong Man
D, Mie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong 5an,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : D Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Xwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiag
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kweng

Paediatrics : Dv. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology @ Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery @ Or Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiuhg]r I Dr Jin Chun, Dr. Leang Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr Ng Kam Hong, Dr, Lam Weng Chio

Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

wercial Rod rigues 14 o 15 Andar, em Macau
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Motice
Funding Scheme for Innovation and Technology Promotion 2024

I.Objectives ) _ ) )

Ta ._1:|-:_;n wilh the |_1-;,t|||;.:|r address af the Government of the Macao Special Admmistrative I'-'e:l:_|||;||:|_ the Scheme
aims to attract and support junior researchers and those who are interested in improving their scientific
research capabilities 1o lead scientific and technological RED, enhance the cultivation of scientific and
technological innovation talents, enrich the technological talent pool, and facilitate the I&T in Macao, with a
view to promoting the effect and contribution of 1&T to social development.

IL.Applying Entities o )
1. Local higher education institutions EJI'I-.".'F‘I |hF supervision of the Macao SAR Government
2.Private non-profil organizations ri,'-:jl:jll:-lq'l:l i the Macas SAR

lIL.Principal Investigator

The principal investigator (P1) shall meet any of the following conditions:

1.As of the date on which the application of the Scheme opens, the applicant has served as an assistant
professor or equivalent in an entity referred to in paragraph 1 of the preceding article for not more than 5
years:

2. 8erve in an entity referred 1o in paragraph 2 of the preceding anicle;

3.0f the applying entity is an entity referred to in paragraph 2 of the preceding article, and the funds applied
for will be used in higher education institutions, s Pl shall alse meet the conditions referred to in paragraph
1 of this article

IV.Requirements for Project Findings _ _
The expecied project I|n|;||r|-:_|:,'_ nol limited 1o academic or applied research hind N, may nclude papers,

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

Tel: 2878BTTT

VI.Project Duration
The duratron of ¢ach project 15 Iram ane year 1o lwo Yeirs

VIl Applying Method
Please apply through FDET's enline funding apphcation system. (website: www. ldct.gov.me )
Office address: Room K, 11/F, Macau Square, Mo 43-53A Avenida do Infante 0. Henrique, Macao.

V.Application and Funding Amount
applications for less than or equal to MOPS00,000. {five hundred thousand patacas)

Vil Application Period
12th april, 2024 to 30th April, 2024

IX. Assessment Criteria
The assesasment is performed by FOCT according to the Funding Regulations of the Science and Technology
Development Fund as approved by the Chief Executive's Dispatch No. 93/2023.

Key considerations will be given to the followings:
(1) The capability of implementing the project of the applying entity:
(Z)Project feasibility and work plan;
(3)Budget justification;
(4)Expected RED results;

(5)The effect of the project in promating the R&D ability of participating researchers

manographs, research (consuliation) reports, patents, talent cultivation, software, hardware (prototype,
mack-up), technical standards, formulas, new materials, new technologies, ete

President of FOCT Administrative Committee,

Che Weng Keang
202470417
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MPU JOINS GUANGDONG-
K-MACAU CREATIVE
ARTS ALLIANCE

The Macao Polytechnic University
(MPU), along with universities in
the Greater Bay Area jointly signed
the "Agreement on the Formation
of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao

University Creative Arts Alliance” under

the framework of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao University Alliance.

The move aims to develop the creative

arts system of universities in the three
regions. According to the statement,
the universities are "committed to
promoting academic exchanges and
collaboration among universities for
creative arts practice, research and
education.”

MACAU LAUNCHES
REMOTE VEHICLE
INSPECTION
APPOINTMENTS

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) has
launched online vehicle inspection
appointments to improve public
services. Beginning April 13, vehicle
owners with overdue periodic
inspections can book times through
the "My Vehicle" portal or reservation
system without visiting authorities
in-person. On inspection dates, car
owners must go to vehicle inspection
centers to apply and pay additional
overdue fees.

ZONEA

NEW HOUSING PROJEC”

BE COMPLETED IN 2024, FIVE
DEVELOPMENTS SUSPENDED

STAFF REPORTER

ONSTRUCTION of housing
projects applied for in 2019
will be completed this year and
are expected to be move-in ready
by early to mid-2025, according
to Secretary for Transport and Pu-
blic Works Raimundo do Rosério.
Speaking to the press yester-
day, Rosério said the projects in
Zone A should not have to wait
until the end of next year to be
completed.

Also, the government will sus-
pend five housing developments
originally planned for this year,
Rosério explained, citing a lack of
market demand.

However, the bureau will con-
tinue monitoring the situation
and reviewing supplementary
documents for 2023 housing
applications.

There will be 5,415 units avai-

housing scheme, which received
6,562 applications during the
period. More than 5,300 appli-
cants have now completed their
documentation, with the deadli-
ne for submissions being April
26. Rosdrio did not say if unsold
homes would be converted to
public or mixed-use sites but
noted the situation is still being
watched closely.

Rosédrio added around 30
construction sites are currently
active in Zone A, mostly located
in northern Lots A and B. The
4,000 privately owned units men-
tioned in plans are distributed
in southern Lots C and D, where
road building has yet to begin, so
there are no land sales scheduled
currently for Zone A.

As for sandwich class public
housing, Rosdrio reiterated the
focus remains on demand. The
program will only launch when
needed.

lable through the 2023 public
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GAMING

MGM gains an edge

[STO

with early smart t
adoption: Citibank

STAFF REPORTER

GM China has gai-
ned a technological

advantage over its Macau
competitors by being an
early adopter of smart ga-
ming tables, according to
analysts at Citibank.

Citibank analysts
George Choi and Ryan
Cheung said, “by being
an early adopter of smart
gaming tables and beco-
ming more aggressive in
marketing, MGM China
has been successful in
gaining market share in
2023 and 2024 to date.”

The analysts added,
“we believe the merits
of smart gaming tables
and RFID chips are real
and, based on the esti-
mated smart gaming ta-
ble rollout timeline of its
competitors, it looks like
MGM China will enjoy
this technological advan-
tage over its competitors
for most of 2024, if not ex-
tended into 2025.”

AP PHOTO

Based on MGM China’s
sustained technological
advantage, Citibank has
named the company as
its top pick in Macau and
raised its target price on
MGM China shares.

“We believe its tech-
nological advantage over
its peers is sustainable
throughout most of this
year, thanks to its early
adoption of smart gaming
tables,” the analysts ad-
ded.

Industry-wide, Citi-
bank forecasted first quar-
ter gross gaming revenue
growth of 6% compared
to a 2% increase in ear-

bl

nings, citing unfavorable
hold percentages, espe-
cially in February. Howe-
ver, SJM is positioned to
exceed growth targets as
its Grand Lisboa Palace
property becomes con-
sistently profitable after
ramping up operations
late last year.

MGM China set an all-
-time quarterly earnings
record in the fourth quar-
ter of 2023, and Citibank
expects the company,
along with SJM, to conti-
nue outperforming peers
through improved market
position and adoption of
gaming innovations.
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When are those rate cuts coming, already?

The European Central Bank may be

providing some hints

DAVID MCHUGH, FRANKFURT

HE European Central

Bank will likely use its

meeting today [Macau

time] as a prelude to a
first interest rate cut in June as
the rich world’s central banks,
including the ECB and the U.S.
Federal Reserve, assess how soon
receding inflation will let them
loosen credit for businesses and
consumers.

It's a step closely watched for
by stock investors, after markets
soared in recent months on ex-
pectations of lower rates by this
summer.

Broad stock market indexes
fell immediately in the U.S. on
Wednesday and bond prices rose
after a hotter than expected infla-
tion report raised fears that the
Fed may wait longer than pre-
viously thought to lower its ben-
chmark interest rate.

Analyst say it’s unlikely the
ECB, the monetary authority for
the 20 countries that use the euro
currency, will change its interest
benchmarks today. Instead, the
post-decision statement and
President Christine Lagarde’s
news conference will be scrutini-
zed for hints about the potential
downward path of rates in the
future.

Lagarde has dropped what
analysts interpret as broad hints
that the bank will wait at least un-
til its June 6 meeting to take any

AP PHOTO

action as it waits to see sustained
evidence that inflation is under
control. With eurozone inflation
falling to 2.4% in March, down
from a peak of 10.6% in October
2023, Lagarde’s remarks have
made many believe that a cut in
June is likely from the current re-
cord high benchmark rate of 4%.

The focus will be on how much
more guidance Lagarde will be
willing to give during her news
conference.

“We will be mainly looking for
two things: changes to the com-
munication and some hints at the
size of the first and following rate
cuts,” said Carsten Brzeski, chief
of global macro at ING bank.

The ECB and the developed
world’s other central banks are
tilting toward undoing some of
the sharp hikes to interest rates
that were imposed with the goal
of getting inflation under con-
trol. The Swiss National Bank
was the first major central bank
to cut rates in the current cycle
on March 21. The big exception
is Japan, which raised rates for
the first time in 17 years on Mar-
ch 19.

Higher rates help squelch in-
flation by raising the cost of bor-
rowing to buy things, which can
cool demand for goods — but
they can also slow growth if over-
done or maintained for too long.

And growth in Europe has been
anemic to say the least. The eu-
rozone economy didn't grow at
all in the last three months of last
year and the outlook for the figu-
res from the quarter just ended
isn't much better.

The ECB is teeing up a cut even
as uncertainty grows over the
prospect of a first rate cut from
the U.S. Federal Reserve. U.S. an-
nual inflation of 3.5% in March
and robust U.S. jobs figures sug-
gesting strong growth have led to
questions about whether the Fed
will carry through with the three
rate cuts that it had signaled for
this year. Analysts now think the
U.S. cuts could be fewer or could

come later than originally expec-
ted.

Rate cuts can boost stocks
because they suggest the cen-
tral bank sees a strong economy
ahead that will boost corporate
profits, and because lower inte-
rest rates make stocks relatively
more attractive compared with
interest-bearing holdings such as
bonds or CDs.

The price spike in Europe was
spurred by an outside shock:
Russia cutting off most supplies
of cheap natural gas after its in-
vasion of Ukraine. The energy
crisis came on top of logjams in
supplies of raw materials and
parts as the economy bounced
back from the pandemic slow-
down. Those issues have largely
eased as energy prices have fallen
to pre-war levels and as supply
chain frictions have eased. But
services inflation remains sticky,
and the ECB wants to see more
data on wage increases.

While the European energy
shock is over, U.S. demand for
goods remains buoyant. That
means the inflation decline is
“more predictable” in Europe,
according to Erik E Nielsen,
UniCredit group chief econo-
mics adviser. “The US inflation
hump was comparatively dri-
ven more by excess demand
than European inflation, crea-
ted by the vastly expansionary
US fiscal policy,” he wrote in an
email. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

MGM restaurants receive Tatler’s best restaurant awards

Three Wynn restaurants rank

the pinnacle of diningin Hong
Kong and Macau.

Two signature Chinese
restaurants at MGM proper-
ties in Macau have been ho-
nored with Best Restaurants
Awards 2024 by Tatler Hong
Kong. Imperial Court at MGM
Macau and Five Foot Road

=

at MGM Cotai received the
accolades from the luxury
media brand.

Five Foot Road offers a
unique Sichuan dining expe-
rience curated by Executive
Sous Chef Yang Dengquan.

Guests can sample the 24
flavor profiles of the Sichuan
cuisine, including delicacies
like stewed bird's nest with
chicken.

Nestled in MGM Macau's
lobby, Imperial Court show-
cases Lingnan cuisine with
modern twists from Execu-
tive Sous Chef Homan Tsui.
Dishes pay tribute to the
region's culinary traditions
using seasonal ingredients.

Founded 40 years ago,
Tatler's Dining Guide is a
leading authority on lu-
xury dining worldwide. The
awards recognize both res-
taurants' exquisite interpre-
tations of Chinese regional
cuisine through meticulous
techniques and ingredients.

among Tatler’s top 20 in Macau

Three
Wynn Macau and Wynn Pa-
lace were among the top 20
best restaurants in Macau,
according to the Tatler Dining
Awards 2024. Chef Tam's

restaurants  from

Seasons and SW Steakhou-
se at Wynn Palace along
with Golden Flower at Wynn
Macau earned spots on the
prestigious list.

The awards recognized

Chef Tam's Seasons, crea-
ted by Cantonese master
chef Tam Kwok Fung, has re-
ceived awards within its first
year including one MICHELIN
star.

Through seasonal degus-
tation menus emphasizing
regional ingredients, Chef
Tam blends culinary techni-
ques with Chinese cultural
traditions.

Golden Flower's Executi-
ve Chef Henry Zhang meti-
culously recreates imperial
cuisine with modern flair, ear-
ning Forbes five stars.

As Macau's premier
steakhouse, SW Steakhouse
offers premium cuts along-
side theatrical presentations
meant to delight the senses.
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GREEN INDUSTRIES

Beijing con

demns EU's

INVeS

of subsidies as protectionist

KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

HINA has accused the

European Union of pro-

tectionism and “reckless

distortion” of the defini-
tion of subsidies in response to a
new EU investigation into Chinese
wind turbine makers.

A Chinese trade remedies of-
ficial made “solemn representa-
tions” on the issue in a meeting in
Brussels yesterday [Macau time]
with Martin Lukas, the EU direc-
tor general for trade defense, the
Commerce Ministry said.

“The European side’s reckless
distortion of the definition of sub-
sidies, and the lack of openness
and transparency in procedural
standards during the investiga-
tion, is a protectionist act that
harms the fair competition envi-
ronment in the name of fair com-
petition,” the statement said.

The investigation opened by
the European Union earlier this
week is the latest against Chinese
companies announced in the past
two months under a new EU regu-
lation.

The investigation will look into
whether Chinese subsidies are gi-
ving wind turbine companies an
unfair advantage in the compe-
tition for projects in five member
countries: Spain, Greece, France,
Romania and Bulgaria.

“We're making full use of the
tools that we have,” the EU com-
missioner for competition, Mar-
grethe Vestager, said in announ-

DIRE STRAIT

AP PHOTO

cing the move.

A Chinese business group in
Europe described the investiga-
tions as “an act of economic coer-
cion” that undermines the EU’s
commitment to reducing gree-
nhouse gas emissions.

“This action sends a detrimen-
tal signal to the world, suggesting
discrimination against Chinese
enterprises and endorsing pro-
tectionism,” the China Chamber
of Commerce to the EU said in a
statement.

The EU also announced inves-
tigations last week into two Chi-
nese solar panel makers bidding
for a 455-megawatt solar park in
Romania. An earlier EU probe into

the procurement of 20 electric
trains in Bulgaria was dropped last
month after the Chinese bidder
withdrew from the competition.

Vestager, delivering a speech in
the United States on technology
and politics, called the approach
“whack-a-mole” and said the EU
needs to address the issue in a
more systemic way.

“And we need it before it is too
late,” she said, according to a text
of her prepared remarks. “We can't
afford to see what happened on
solar panels, happening again on
electric vehicles, wind or essential
chips.”

China thinks the investigations
are “targeting an obvious direc-

tion,” undermining the confiden-
ce of Chinese companies to invest
and trade in Europe and affecting
global efforts to combat climate
change. the Commerce Ministry
statement said.

The EU also launched an inves-
tigation last October into Chinese
subsidies for electric vehicles as
exports from China to Europe rise.

China’s vehicle exports, inclu-
ding trucks and buses, rose 33.2%
in the first three months of this
year to 1.3 million units, the China
Association of Automobile Manu-
facturers said. Exports of electric
vehicles were up 7.3% to 248,000
units. Passenger cars accounted
for 1.1 million of the total.

China sanctions two US defense companies

tigation

The U.S. treasury secretary, Ja-
net Yellen, raised similar concer-
ns on a recent visit to China. She
called for changes in a Chinese
industrial strategy that she said
has “the potential to flood our
markets with exports that make
it difficult for American firms to
compete.”

A German industry representa-
tive said that inexpensive Chinese
goods contribute to Europe’s envi-
ronmental goals in the short-term
but “will destroy our industry” in
the medium term.

“We have a dilemma here,” said
Maximillian Butek, the head of the
German Chamber of Commerce
in East China. “Because now at the
moment it’s solar, the next could
be maybe wind power, etc. So this
is a balance the politicians need to
find.”

The chamber wants German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, on his visit
to China next week, to raise Ger-
man company concerns about
access to the Chinese market.

Complaints about unfair trade
practices are not new, but they
have taken on increased impor-
tance with the emergence of Chi-
nese companies as competitors
both in China and abroad.

“Especially against the back-
ground of increased entry of Chi-
nese providers into the European
market, a level playing field must
be implemented,” the German
Chamber said in a survey of mem-
ber companies released this week.
MDT/AP

tonomous city over which
Beijing has steadily been
increasing its political and
economic control.

Despite their lack of
formal diplomatic ties —
a concession Washington

for supporting arms sales to Taiwan

HINA vyesterday an-

nounced rare sanctions
against two U.S. defense
companies over what it said
is their support for arms sa-
les to Taiwan.

The announcement
freezes the assets of Gene-
ral Atomics Aeronautical
Systems and General Dyna-
mics Land Systems held wi-
thin China. It also bars the
companies’ management
from entering the country.

Filings show General
Dynamics operates a half-
-dozen Gulfstream and jet
aviation services operations
in China, which remains
heavily reliant on foreign

aerospace technology even
as it attempts to build its
own presence in the field.

The company helps
make the Abrams tank
being purchased by Taiwan
to replace outdated armor
intended to deter or resist
an invasion from China.

General Atomics produ-
ces the Predator and Reaper
drones used by the U.S. mi-
litary. Chinese authorities
did not go into details on
the company’s alleged in-
volvement with supplying
arms to Taiwan.

Beijing has long threa-
tened such sanctions, but
has rarely issued them as

AP PHOTO

/

S

its economy reels from the
COVID-19 pandemic, high
unemployment and a sharp
decline in foreign invest-
ment.
“The

continued U.S.

arms sales to China’s
Taiwan region seriously
violate the one-China prin-
ciple and the provisions of
the three China-U.S. joint
communiqués, interfere in

China’s internal affairs, and
undermine China’s sove-
reignty and territorial inte-
grity,” China’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement.
It insists that the mainland
and the island to which
Chiang Kai-shek's Natio-
nalist forces fled amid civil
war in 1949 remain part of a
single Chinese nation.
Sanctions were leveled
under Beijing's recently
enacted Law of the People’s
Republic of China on Coun-
tering Foreign Sanctions.
General Dynamics fully
owned entities are regis-
tered in Hong Kong, the
southern Chinese semi-au-

made to Beijing when

they established rela-
tions in 1979 — the U.S.
remains Taiwan’s most

important source of di-
plomatic support and su-
pplier of military hardwa-
re from fighter jets to air
defense systems.

Taiwan has also been
investing heavily in its own
defense industry, produ-
cing sophisticated missiles
and submarines.

China had 14 warplanes
and six navy ships ope-
rating around Taiwan on
Wednesday and Thursday,
with six of the aircraft cros-
sing into Taiwan’s air de-
fense identification zone.
MDT/AP
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MYANMAR seizure of the garrison and wea-

Ethnic Karen guerrillas claim to
have seized key border town

GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

UERRILLAS from the

Karen ethnic minori-

yesterday claimed to

have captured the last

of the army’s outposts in Myawa-

ddy district in eastern Myanmar,

virtually clearing the way for them

to take over Myawaddy town, the

major crossing point for trade with
Thailand.

The Karen National Union, the
ethnic groups leading political
body;, said in a statement posted on
Facebook that its armed wing, ac-
ting together with the affiliated Ka-
ren National Defense Organization
and allied pro-democracy forces,
had captured the garrison of the ar-
my’s Infantry Battalion 275, about 4
kilometers to the west of Myawad-
dy, before dawn yesterday, after be-
sieging it since the start of the week.

The fall of Myawaddy would
be another major setback in the
army’s war against resistance for-
ces since last October, when an
alliance of three other ethnic rebel
groups launched an offensive in
the country’s northeast.

Over the past five months, the
army has been routed in northern
Shan state, where it ceded control
of several border crossings with
China, and in Rakhine state in the
west, and is facing active challen-
ges elsewhere.

The nationwide conflict in
Myanmar began after the army

PHILIPPINES

AP PHOTO

Army soldiers are seen on the Myanmar side of a bridg

e across the Moei River linking to the district of Mae Sot in Thailand’s
Tak province, yesterday

ousted the elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi in February
2021 and suppressed widespread
nonviolent protests that sought a
return to democratic rule.

Myawaddy, in Kayin state, is
opposite the Thai district of Mae
Sot in Tak province and is connec-
ted by two bridges across the Moei
River It is Myanmar’s most active
trading post with Thailand, and
the principal town of Myawaddy
district.

The fighting in Myawaddy has
alarmed officials in Bangkok, who
fear the prospect of large numbers
of people fleeing across the border.
Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree
Bahiddha-Nukara said Tuesday
that Thailand can accommodate

about 100,000 people in safe areas
on a temporary basis. Mae Sot
district has in the past sheltered
thousands of Myanmar villagers
seeking safety.

With Infantry Battalion 275 gar-
rison’s capture, all army outposts in
the township have been seized and
the resistance groups will pursue
those soldiers who remain at large,
said the statement from the KNU.

“We want to inform the public
not to fear and to cooperate with
us,” the statement said.

Inaseparate statement, the KNU
said retreating soldiers seeking to
cross into Thailand for refuge were
hiding on the Myanmar side of the
No.2 Myanmar-Thailand Friend-
ship Bridge.

Photos carried by Thai media
showed men they identified as
Myanmar soldiers resting by the
bridge.

A Karen guerrilla involved in the
resistance offensive told the Asso-
ciated Press that their combined
forces had seized the Infantry Bat-
talion 275 garrison late Wednesday
night.

The guerrilla, who spoke on
condition of anonymity becau-
se he is not authorized to release
information, said the resistance
forces collected weapons from the
garrison. The KNU statement in-
cluded photos of what it said were
captured weapons.

A journalist covering the figh-
ting in the area also confirmed the

The Associated Press.

pons, saying the soldiers withdrew
from the garrison overnight. He
along with other individuals in
Myawaddy willing to speak about
the situation, spoke on condition
of anonymity because of fear for
their safety.

A resident of Myawaddy living
near the garrison told the AP by
phone that the retreat of the sol-
diers came after the Border Guard
Force units negotiated between the
army and the combined resistance
force. He said a jet fighter dropped
two bombs near the garrison at
10:30 a.m. yesterday but no casual-
ties were reported.

The Border Guard Force units in
Kayin state are nominally affiliated
with the military but announced
last month they were cutting their
ties and establishing themselves
independently under the name of
the Karen National Army.

The Karen National Union re-
cently opened an office in Myawa-
ddy jointly with another group, the
Karen National Liberation Army-
-Peace Council. A representative
from that office confirmed to the
AP that the new Karen National
Army was playing in a major role in
negotiations between the resistan-
ce and the Myanmar military.

The representative said the KNA
had taken control of security in
Myawaddy town since fighting in
the area began early last month.

He said the Karen National Army
units had pledged to Myawaddy’s
residents that they would try to not
let a single bullet hit the town, and
were patrolling and taking other
security measures,

Another Myawaddy resident
also told the AP that while he was
driving in the town he saw hun-
dreds of people evidently seeking
to cross into Mae Sot in Thailand at
the bridge checkpoints. MDT/AP

“I  death of the pilots and

Two navy pilots killed after training
helicopter crashes near homes

Philippine
training

navy
helicopter

crashed near a seaside city,
killing the two pilots on
board and narrowly mis-

sing a fruit market and nei-
ghborhood, where some
horrified residents ran for
their lives, officials and wit-
nesses said yesterday.

Nobody on the grou-
nd was injured when the
Robinson R22 helicopter
crashed near early-mor-
ning marketgoers and resi-

5.

In this photo provided by the Cavite Police Regional P10, rescuers check the remains of a trainer helicopter

after it crashed in Cavite province yesterday

dents in Cavite City, 21 ki-
lometers south of Manila.

Military spokesperson
Col. Francel Padilla said
the cause of the crash was
not immediately known,
but the two pilots had “exe-
cuted emergency procedu-
res.”

Joann Nicolas Laristan
said she was hanging her
laundry when she saw the
helicopter flying unusually
low near a church before
it collided with two trees
beside an empty workers’
shed about 50 meters from
her home.

“I got really scared be-
cause the crash happened
just nearby,” Laristan told

ran back to my home and
grabbed my children.”

Other residents said
they were roused from
sleep by the loud noise of
the crash.

Several residents ex-
pressed relief that the heli-
copter did not hit their ho-
mes or the nearby public
market, which was star-
ting to draw a crowd after
daybreak.

Police investigator Ar-
mangel Genuino told AP
the helicopter took off
from Sangley Airport for
a routine training flight
around Cavite province
and crashed less than 10
minutes later.

The instructor pilot
and his navy colleague
were extracted from the
wreckage by paramedics
and rescuers but were la-
ter declared dead in two
hospitals, Genuino said.

The navy mourned the

said an investigation was
underway.

“No stone will be left
unturned as we endeavor
to prevent this kind of ac-
cident from happening
again,” a navy statement
said.

The Philippine military
is among the weakest in
the region and has stru-
ggled for decades to mo-
dernize and strengthen its
navy, army and air force
while dealing with lon-
g-running Muslim and
communist insurgencies.

In recent years, it has
started to shift its focus
to external defense, in-
cluding in the disputed
South China Sea, where
the Philippine navy and
coast guard have faced an
increasingly = aggressive
Chinese coast guard and
suspected militia fleets in
high-seas territorial con-
frontations. MDT/AP
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VIETNAM

COURT SENTENCES REAL ESTATE TYCOON
TO DEATH IN LARGEST EVER FRAUD CASE

ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL, HANOI

EAL estate tycoon Truong My

Lan was sentenced yester-
day to death by a court in Ho Chi
Minh city in southern Vietnam
in the country’s largest financial
fraud case ever, state media Tha-
nh Nien said.

The 67-year-old chair of the
real estate company Van Thinh
Phat was formally charged with
fraud amounting to $12.5 billion
— nearly 3% of the country’s 2022
GDP.

Lan illegally controlled Saigon
Joint Stock Commercial Bank
between 2012 and 2022 to allow
2,500 loans that resulted in losses
of $27 billion to the bank, repor-
ted state media VnExpress. The
court asked her to compensate
the bank $26.9 million.

Despite mitigating circums-
tances — this was a first-time
offense and Lan participated in
charity activities — the court at-
tributed its harsh sentence to the
seriousness of the case, saying
Lan was at the helm of an or-
chestrated and sophisticated cri-

AD b
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Business woman Truong My Lan, front center, attend

%

s a trial in Ho Chi Minh City yesterday

minal enterprise that had serious
consequences with no possibili-
ty of the money being recovered,
VnExpress said. Her actions “not
only violate the property mana-
gement rights of individuals and
organizations but also push SCB
(Saigon Joint Stock Commercial
Bank) into a state of special con-
trol; eroding people’s trust in the
leadership of the Party and Sta-
te,” VnExpress quoted the judge-

ment as saying.

The 2011 merger of a beleague-
red SCB bank involved two other
lenders. The banks have since
become one of Vietnam’s largest
commercial banks by assets.

Former central bank official
Do Thi Nhan was also sentenced
Thursday to life in prison for ac-
cepting $5.2 million in bribes.

Lan’s arrest in October 2022
was among the most high-profi-

le in an ongoing anti-corruption
drive in Vietnam that has inten-
sified since 2022. The so-called
Blazing Furnace campaign has
touched the highest echelons of
Vietnamese politics. Former Pre-
sident Vo Van Thuong resigned in
March after being implicated in
the campaign.

But it’s the scale of Lan’s trial
has shocked the nation. VTP was
among Vietnam’s richest real es-

tate firms, with projects inclu-
ding luxury residential buildin-
gs, offices, hotels and shopping
centers. Analysts said the scale of
the scam raised questions about
whether other banks or busines-
ses had similarly erred, dampe-
ning Vietnam'’s economic outlook
and making foreign investors
jittery at a time when Vietnam
has been trying to position itself
as the ideal home for businesses
trying to pivot their supply chains
away from China.

The real estate sector in Viet-
nam has been hit particularly
hard: An estimated 1,300 pro-
perty firms withdrew from the
market in 2023, developers have
been offering discounts and gold
as gifts to attract buyers, and des-
pite rent for shophouses falling
by a third in Ho Chi Minh City,
many in the city center are still
empty, according to state media.

In November, Communist Par-
ty General Secretary Nguyen Phu
Trong, Vietnam’s top politician,
said that the anti-corruption fi-
ght would “continue for the long
term.” MDT/AP
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GUATEMALA an open fire. Next came the call

Desperate young Guatemalans t
to reach the US even after horrific
deaths of migrating relatives

GIOVANNA DELLORTO,
COMITANCILLO

VERY night for nearly

two years, Glendy Arace-

ly Ramirez has prayed by

the altar in her parents’
mud-brick bedroom where, un-
der a large crucifix, is a picture
of her sister Blanca. The 23-year-
-old died alongside 50 other mi-
grants in a smuggler’s tractor-
-trailer in Texas.

“I ask God for my family’s
health and that I might get to
the United States one day. My
mom asks God that she won't
have to see another accident,”
said Glendy, 17, who has already
packed a small backpack for her
own journey from the family’s
home 8,900 feet up in Guatema-
la’s highlands.

Her “coyote” postponed it for
a few days because of a flare-up
in violence among Mexican drug
cartels that control migrants’
routes to the United States, but
she is undeterred.

Tens of thousands of youths
from this region would rather
take deadly risks — even repea-
tedly — than stay behind where
they see no future. Blanca’s fatal
journey was her third attempt to
reach the U.S.

“I want to go there, because
here there are no opportunities,
even though Mom says that I'll
suffer what Blanca did,” Glendy
said as she sat with her mother,
Filomena Criséstomo, in their
tidy dirt-floor courtyard. “I'd like
to have a house, help my family
and get ahead.”

The record-high numbers of
migrants illegally crossing the
U.S.-Mexico border have made
migration a top concern in this
U.S. presidential election year.
Among those migrants, the lar-
gest group of unaccompanied
minors has been from Guatema-
la — nearly 50,000 of the 137,000
encounters recorded by border
authorities in the last fiscal year.

Most come from tiny hamlets
in the predominantly Indigenous
Western Highlands. Daily wages
top out around the equivalent
of $9, far below the supposed
legal minimum. In tiny plots of
brittle clay soil — often the only
collateral for loans to pay smug-
glers’ fees that can reach $20,000
— many families grow corn and
beans to eat.

Little else sprouts from the
steep mountainsides except
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Olivia Orozco Lopez cries as she holds a portrait of her late daughter Celestina Carolina during
an interview in the Culvilla hamlet of Tejutla

for the exuberantly decorated,
multi-story  concrete homes
built with remittances from lo-
ved ones in the United States
— constant reminders of what'’s
possible if only one makes it “to
the north.”

MASS TRAGEDIES

In the small town of Comi-
tancillo, two murals serve as a
different reminder — they’re me-
morials to the nearly two dozen
local migrants who died in re-
cent mass tragedies. They either
asphyxiated in the trailer in San
Antonio, Texas, in June 2022, or
were shot and set afire by rogue
police officers in Camargo, Mexi-
o, in January 2021.

It took less than a week after
the remains from the Camargo
massacre were returned to Co-
mitancillo for burial before the
first surviving family member
left for the U.S.

And with a 17-year-old boy
who made it to Florida this win-
ter, now at least one relative has
migrated from nearly all of the
families since the massacre, said
the Rev. José Luis Gonzdlez, a
priest with the Jesuit Migration
Network. The lone exception was
an older man whose family was
already north of the border; he
died trying to make it back after
being deported, Gonzdlez said.

“It's an evident sign that the
fear to stay is bigger than the
fear to go,” said Gonzdlez, who
started ministering to the affec-

ted families when they traveled
some six hours to Guatemala’s
capital for DNA tests to identify
the remains.

Many families credit the Je-
suit group for being the only
institution that has stayed by
their side, regularly traveling to
Comitancillo to provide legal
updates — nearly a dozen poli-
ce officers were sentenced last
fall in the Camargo case — as
well psychological, humanita-
rian and pastoral assistance.

On a recent morning, about
50 relatives of thoselost either in
Camargo or San Antonio gathe-
red for a meeting with the Jesuit
group that included workshops
to process depression and grief.
Most were women and children
speaking Mam, one of Guate-
mala’s two dozen Mayan lan-
guages.

One of the handful of fathers
at the meeting was Virgilio Am-
brocio. The eldest of his eight
children, Celestina Carolina,
was making less than $90 a
month as a housekeeper in Gua-
temala City and sending half of
that back home to help feed her
siblings. So she decided to try
her luck in the United States,
and died at 23 in the trailer.

“The hardest part is, who'’s
going to help us now,” Ambro-
cio said as dust swirled around
his home. His wife, Olivia Oro-
zco, wept silently, while hol-
ding a framed photo of a smi-
ling Celestina.

VIOLENCE AND DEBTS

The primary driver of migra-
tion over the past 10 years is the
inability to get jobs to pay for the
most basic necessities, said Ur-
sula Roldan, a researcher at Ra-
fael Landivar University in Gua-
temala City. That’s exacerbated
by the debts families incur to pay
the smugglers, which would take
10 years’ worth of in-country wa-
ges to repay — making it crucial
to get to the U.S. and send back
remittances from far higher wa-
ges.

Rising violence in the Mexican
regions bordering Guatemala
is also pushing more migran-
ts to head to the U.S. instead of
working seasonal agricultural
jobs there. Climate change is
affecting even subsistence far-
ming.

In their one-room home near
Comitancillo, Reina Coronado
tried to convince the eight chil-
dren she had since she married
at 16 that they didn’t have to risk
their lives.

Some went north anyway, in-
cluding Aracely Florentina Mar-
roquin, 21, who had completed
high school like Blanca and, like
her, felt she had wasted her fa-
mily’s money in studying since
she still couldn’t get a professio-
nal job.

The last thing she told Co-
ronado was that she'dd go only
for four years and send money
to build a kitchen, so she woul-
dn't have to cook tortillas over

from Texas that made Coronado
cry for months. Today, she finds
some comfort caring for two
young daughters still living with
her and the animals she raises.

“Even though it’s a struggle,
one has to fight, to try to keep
going,” Coronado said. “I go to
work and that way the day, and
the hard moments, pass. Some-
times I do it crying, but I trust in
our Father, the Lord.”

Marcelina Tomds has also
been praying for strength since
her oldest son, Anderson Pa-
blo, was murdered in Camar-
go — and especially in recent
months since his younger bro-
ther Emerson, 17, also went to
the U.S.

Anderson was in 9th grade
when the pandemic hit and he
started working in the fields
alongside his father. Their wages
of around $6 a day were enough
to afford tortillas each day for the
family of 11, but not something
to go with them, Tomds said. So
she and her husband agreed to
help Anderson get loans for the
$16,000 smuggling fee.

Twelve days after Anderson,
16, left their home near Comi-
tancillo, news of the Camargo
massacre arrived via social me-
dia. Pregnant with her tenth
child, Tomaés, 37, had to leave
her children with family mem-
bers and spend a night away
from home for the first time to
undergo DNA tests in the capital
that allowed Anderson’s partial
remains to be identified and bu-
ried.

“Only God knows what ha-
ppened. And all for wanting to
get ahead,” Tomas said. “I relied
on him, and he treated his little
siblings so well.”

Anderson had dissuaded
Emerson from going along,
saying he should stay in school
a bit longer. According to Tomas,
Emerson was heartbroken after
his brother’s death; he enrolled
in high school, but soon quit to
work in a potato field.

Around the third anniversary
of Anderson’s death, Emerson
said he wanted to migrate, be-
cause many other youths had
gone too. Tomds reminded him
of Anderson’s fate, the tragedy
in San Antonio, the neighbors’
children who died in the border
deserts or in work accidents in
the U.S.

“’No, he told me, T'm going.’
And he went,” Tomads said by the
altar where three pictures of An-
derson stand by a crucifix, with a
lit candle and a vase of calla lilies.

Anderson’s dream was to earn
enough to move the family from
their one-room, mud-brick hou-
se to a concrete one with separa-
te spaces for his parents, his bro-
thers and his sisters. They live in
such a house now, built with do-
nations received after his death.

But nobody sleeps in the room
with the altar. They’re keeping it
as Anderson’s room. MDT/AP
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Biden wi

l meet with Philippine,

Japanese leaders to discuss
Indo-Pacific action

AAMER MADHAN!I,
WASHINGTON

RESIDENT Joe Bi-

den is bringing to-

gether  Philippine

President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida at the White House
today [Macau time] as the
three nations use their first-
-ever trilateral summit to try
to show they are in lockstep
about countering China’s
military assertiveness in the
Indo-Pacific.

The leaders are expected
to announce that their coast
guards will hold a joint pa-
trol in the Indo-Pacific this
year, a follow-up on law en-
forcement drills carried out
last year by the allies in wa-
ters near the disputed South
China Sea. The U.S. Coast
Guard will also welcome
Filipino and Japanese coast
guard members onto a U.S.
Coast Guard vessel during
the patrol for training, ac-
cording to senior Biden ad-
ministration officials who
insisted on anonymity to
preview the talks.

The summit comes a day
after Biden held one-on-one
talks with Kishida and feted
the Japanese premier with
a glitzy state dinner at the
White House, a diplomatic
honor meant to recognize
Tokyo’s growing clout on the
global stage. It was also de-
signed to send a clear signal
that the Democratic admi-
nistration remains determi-
ned to build what it calls a
“latticework” of alliances in
the Indo-Pacific even as it
grapples with the Israel-Ha-
mas war and Russia’s on-
going invasion of Ukraine.

Biden on Wednesday
reflected on the fact that
Japan, once a fierce U.S.
enemy, has become one of
the closest American part-
ners and an indispensab-
le ally in a shared push for
peace, security and pros-
perity in the Pacific and
beyond.

“Just a few generations
ago, our two nations were
locked in a devastating con-
flict,” Biden said with Kishi-
da by his side for a pomp-
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Biden, Kishida and Marcos Jr.

-filled arrival ceremony at
the White House. “It would
have been easy to say we re-
main adversaries. Instead,
we made a far better choice:
We became the closest of
friends.”

Today’s three-way sum-
mit will also have a large
economic component with
several major U.S.-based
companies — including
Meta, UPS, and Greenbrier
Energy — announcing in-
vestments in the Philippi-
nes, administration officials
said. The new deals come
after Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimondo visited Ma-
nila last month to announce
more than $1 billion in new
investment by American
companies in the Philippi-
nes.

Administration officials
have acknowledged growing
concern among all three
countries about strong Chi-
nese action in the Pacific,
which will be a large focus
of the leaders’ talks. The
White House sees the sum-
mit as countering China’s
attempts at “intimidation”
and sending a message that
China is “the outlier in the

neighborhood,” according
to an administration offi-
cial.

Relations between China
and the Philippines have
been repeatedly tested by
skirmishes involving the
two nations’ coast guard
vessels in the disputed Sou-
th China Sea. Chinese coast
guard ships also regularly
approach disputed Japa-
nese-controlled East China

Sea islands near Taiwan.

The so-called “gray-zone”
actions by China has inclu-
ded shining military-gra-
de lasers at the Philippine
Coast Guard, firing water
cannons at vessels and ram-
ming into Philippine ships
near the Second Thomas
Shoal, which both Manila
and Beijing claim. In 1999,
Manila intentionally ran
the World War Il-era ship
aground on the shoal, esta-
blishing a permanent mili-
tary presence there.

Biden, in a wide-ranging
phone call with Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping last week,
raised concerns about Chi-
na’s operations in the South
China Sea, including efforts
to impede the Philippines,
which the U.S. is treaty-o-
bligated to defend, from re-
supplying its forces on the
Second Thomas Shoal.

“The main intent of this
trilateral agreement is for
us to be able to continue
to flourish, to be able to
help one another, and ... to
keep the peace in the South
China Sea and the freedom
of navigation in the South
China Sea,” Marcos told re-
porters before departing for
Washington on Wednesday.

Chinese officials have
bristled at criticism over
their action in the South
China Sea and blamed the
U.S. for exacerbating ten-
sions

“Countries outside the
region, led by the U.S.,
have been cobbling toge-
ther small groupings in the
South China Sea,” Chinese

Foreign Ministry spokeswo-
man Mao Ning said Wed-
nesday. “They have been
stoking confrontation in the
name of cooperation, fle-
xing muscles in the name
of peace, and sowing chaos
in the name of order. This is
no doubt an act of hegemo-
nism.”

Biden has made impro-
ving relations with the Phili-
ppines a priority since Mar-
cos became the country’s
president in June 2022. The
relationship has had ups
and downs over the years
and was in a difficult place
when Marcos took office.
Human rights groups said
Marcos’ predecessor, Rodri-
go Duterte’s “war on drugs”
resulted in thousands of ex-
trajudicial killings.

Marcos, the son and na-
mesake of the country’s for-
mer dictator, as a candidate
said he would look to pur-
sue closer ties with China.
But he’s increasingly drifted
toward Washington amid
concerns about China’s
coercive action.

Biden hosted him for
talks at the White House
last year, the first Washin-
gton visit by a Philippine
president in more than a
decade. Biden also met him
on the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly soon af-
ter Marcos took office, and
dispatched Vice President
Kamala Harris to Manila in
2022 to meet him.

Last year, the Philippines
agreed to give the U.S. ac-
cess to four more bases on
the islands. MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1975 US puLLS OUT OF
CAMBODIA
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The US has admitted defeat in Cambodia and re-
moved its remaining embassy personnel from the
capital, Phnom Penh.

Early this morning 276 people were airlifted from a
football field near the embassy by a fleet of 30 heli-
copters.

Those onthe airliftincluded 159 Cambodians who
had worked with the Americans.

Foreign journalists who had been covering the civil
war between the communist Khmer Rouge and the
Cambodian government were also airlifted out of
the country.

ltwas feared "Operation Eagle Pull”, as the evacua-
tion was dubbed, would come under Khmer Rouge
fire and more than 300 armed Marines guarded the
field.

However, the operation passed off uneventfully.

Some of Cambodia's most senior government
ministers, including the Acting President, Saukham
Khoy, were among the evacuees.

The country's Prime Minister, Long Boret, has re-
mainedin Phnom Penh.

Long Boret's decision not to leave came as a sur-
prise as he has been condemned to death by the
advancing Khmer Rouge.

The evacuees were flown to American war ships,
the Okinawa and the Hancock, in the Gulf of Thai-
land.

In Washington, President Ford explained the rea-
sons why the US had pulled out of Cambodia.

Mr Ford said he had taken the decision with “ahea-
vy heart" but had done so to ensure the safety of
Americans who had “served valiantly".

The American withdrawal is an inglorious end to
five years of involvement in Cambodia’s civil war.

Ilts presenceinthe countrywas closely linked tothe
war itis conducting in neighbouring Vietnam.

Between 1970and 1973 the USbombed Cambo-
dia in order to stop its North Vietnamese enemies
using the country as abase.

IfPhnom Penhdoes fall, Cambodia will becomethe
first country since Cuba 16 years ago to pass into
Communist hands.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

After the Khmer Rouge entered Phnom Penh on
17 Aprilits leader, Pol Pot, immediately set about
realising his vision of an agrarian utopia.

He forced hundreds of thousands of people to
leave urban areas and become farmers.

PolPot's reforms led to the deaths of an estimated
1.7 million people - some were executed but many
died of disease and starvation.

In 1979 Cambodia's old enemy, Vietnam, invaded
and the Khmer Rouge fled.

In 1991 a United Nations-brokered peace agree-
ment was signed which ended the country's civil
war.

In 1997 Pol Pot was convicted of treason by a
"people’s tribunal” and was sentenced to life under
house arrest.

He diedin April 1998.
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IN ‘GIRLS STATE, MISSOURI TEENS

START A MOCK GOVERNMENT

LINDSEY BAHR,
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

AT would an all-fema-
le government look like
in the U.S.? Or even a majority
female government? It’s some-
thing that remains a fantasy.
But for the ambitious high
school students in the Girls
State program, given the spotli-
ght in a new documentary ar-
riving on Apple TV+ Friday, it’s
something they can play at for
at least a week.

Six years ago, documentary
filmmakers Amanda McBaine
and Jesse Moss brought their
cameras to the Boys State camp
in Texas in the aftermath of a
historic and, according to that
2018 class, embarrassing stunt
in which their predecessors vo-
ted to secede from the U.S. By
the time the filmmakers were
finishing that effort, they were
already thinking about a follow
up focused on the girls’ pro-
gram.

In “Girls State” they move
away from Texas and to Mis-
souri, and give voice to seve-
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A scene from ‘Girls Stat” (Apple TV)

ral midwestern teens during
a heightened week in which a
draft of the Supreme Court’s
decision to overturn Roe w.
Wade, which legalized abor-
tion nationwide, had leaked to
the press. This is hardly a con-
sensus issue among the young
women at the camp: Even at a
single lunch table, many sides
of the debate are represented.
One girl is firmly pro-choice,
but even those opposed also
have differing viewpoints of

what the government’s purview
should be.

During another moment,
two girls talk about the right
to bear arms. One preaches
the importance of protecting
a constitutional right, the pos-
sibility of arming teachers and
the comfort she would get from
having access to a bedside
automatic rifle should an ar-
med intruder enter her house
at night. The other wonders if
that’s more of a danger to the

household than anything else.
And they eventually agree to
disagree. Minds are not neces-
sarily being changed through
these talks, but all seem excited
for the opportunity to be heard
(and, sometimes, to hear what
others have to say).

McBaine and Moss take
pains to find a group of main
characters with different back-
grounds and viewpoints. The-
re’s the city girl from St. Louis
who thinks she’s probably the

re’s the reformed conservative
who once followed her family
but in recent years has started
disagreeing. There’s a modera-
te conservative who truly be-
lieves in bipartisanship. And
there is one Black girl who
wonders if she’s the first Black
person that some of the others
have seen. The microaggres-
sions, she says, have been few
at least. She ends up being
elected attorney general, while
the others run for the highest
office: governor.

Like “Boys State,” this film
presents a fascinating micro-
cosm of American teenagers.
Granted, it’s a rather narrow,
self-selecting group of kids
who choose to spend a week
of their summer vacation crea-
ting a mock government. You
wonder whether four or eight
years from now, when they are
voting and entering the work-
force, they’ll have a similar in-
terest in politics and policy and
the ambition to do something
about it. For the sake of de-
mocracy, let’s hope so — these
kids are really something.

“Girls State,” an Apple TV+ release
streaming Friday, has not been rated
by the Motion Picture Association but
should be appropriate for most au-
diences. Running time: 98 minutes.
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Vampire
Weekend's
frenetic,
challenging
album is an ode
to New York

MERICAN rock band Vampire Weekend re-
turns with their most challenging record to
date, the frenetic “Only God Was Above Us.”

It’s like a musical shot of adrenaline. But its
rewards are worth working to discover.

It just takes repeated and close listens to get
there.

The 10 tracks on “Only God Was Above Us”
won't easily grab the listener the first time
through, like the instantly infectious cuts
“Harmony Hall” or “This Life” did on their last
full-length release, 2019’s “Father of the Bride.”

While “Father of the Bride” has a California
sunshine and Grateful Dead-infused sheen,
“Only God Was Above Us” is a sometimes dis-
sonant, cacophonous ode to New York City in
the 1980s.

That sometimes-confounding tone is set
right out of the gate with the first track, “Ice
Cream Piano,” which begins with lead singer
Ezra Koenig singing an expletive and features
a furious guitar riff throughout, ending with a
crash of instruments.

“Gen-X Cops” is perhaps the most accessi-
ble track on “Only God Was Above Us,” with
driving guitar and a catchy refrain of “each ge-
neration makes its own apology.” But even its
layers have layers, much like New York, making
it somewhat of an effort to uncover what the
song has to offer.

In the “neither here nor there” category,
welcome “Mary Boone” to the list of Vampire
Weekend songs named after women. She joins
“Hannah Hunt” and “Diane Young.”

The mesmerizing album closer and best tra-
ck, “Hope,” comes in at nearly 8 minutes and is
both unsettling and soothing at the same time,
with a whirling dervish of sound punctuated by
Koenig’s refrain of “I hope you let it go / I hope
you let it go.”

The chaotic energy of “Only God Was Abo-
ve Us” may be too challenging for more casual
Vampire Weekend fans looking for them to du-
plicate their earlier work. But it’s a fascinating
evolution for a band that refuses to stay in one
place for too long. SCOTT BAUER/MDT/AP

“Only God Was Above Us” by Vampire
Weekend (Columbia Records)
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Comfort with a twist

IRENE SAM, MDT

HIS month, BaseHall
02 in Hong Kong is thril-
led to announce the
newest addition to its
vibrant culinary line-up, CCT by
Shop B. Coming from Sai Ying
Pun to the heart of Central, CCT
by Shop B is set to captivate diners
with a unique cha chan teng ex-
perience that marries the essence
of Hong Kong’s culinary heritage
with a contemporary twist.
Premier food and beverage
destination, BaseHall 02 is the
vibrant new addition to Hong
Kong’s diverse culinary landsca-
pe. BaseHall 02 presents a cura-
ted collection of Hong Kong’s best
food and beverage experiences
under one roof. From counters
serving up the city’s celebrated
classics and experiences, to la-
te-night DJ events fuelled by
bespoke cocktails, BaseHall 02’s
fluid space leads the way in mo-

dern, multi-concept experiential
dining.

Owned and operated by the
visionary duo Chef George Kwok
and Natalie Ngan, CCT by Shop B,
also known as “Cha Chan Teng”, is
where the past, present, and futu-
re of Hong Kong cuisine conver-
ge. Drawing inspiration from the
rich tapestry of Cantonese classi-
cs and the conviviality of Dai Pai
Dong, CCT by Shop B presents a
menu that pays homage to local
comfort food while embracing a
modern culinary approach.

At CCT by Shop B at BaseHall
02, diners can expect a culinary
journey that celebrates Hong
Kong’s food culture, offering a
diverse selection of dishes that
cater to every palate. From tradi-
tional all-day breakfasts to fusion
creations such as baked rice and
pasta dishes, Hong Kong-style
egg on rice, and beloved street
snacks like siu mai and fish balls
with Shop B’s signature curry sau-

ce, every bite evokes a sense of
nostalgia.

Choose from their lunch menu
featuring highlights of Baked Chi-
cken Rice with Portuguese Curry
Sauce, Baked Spaghetti Bolog-
nese, Shop B Fried Rice, and Egg
Omelette Rice with Shrimp. For
afternoon snacking options, sa-
vour Satay Beef Indomie, Fried
Chicken Thigh with Fries, Pi-
neapple Bun with Butter Slice,
and Curry Fish Balls, each dish
reminiscent of Hong Kong’s street
food favourites.

For dinner, indulge in Claypot
Satay Beef with Vermicel-
li, Claypot Mapo Tofu with Fried
Dough, and Typhoon 10 Calama-
ri, among other comforting deli-
ghts.

CCT by Shop B enriches Ba-
seHall02’s diverse culinary of-
ferings, while paying tribute to
Hong Kong’s vibrant food scene,
where the old and the new con-
verge in a symphony of flavours.
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THE ‘3-BODY PROBLEM’
OF ADAPTING CONTENT
ACROSS BORDERS

Like many readers of Liu Cixin's Three-Body series of no-
vels, Iwas a bit taken aback by some of the decisions made
in Netflix Inc.’s adaptation of the 3-Body Problem. Where
was Wang Miao, the character through whose eyes most
of the mystery in the first book unfolds — and who was
this researcher in his place? Why are the aliens no longer
called Trisolarans? What's Samwell Tarly from Game of
Thrones doing there?!

Some Chinese netizens were also displeased with the
changes, though often for other reasons — upset that the
primary location was changed from China to the UK, and
most local characters diversified into other nationalities.
They might have a point, though: The parts of the show
truest to the book, such as the depictions of the Cultural
Revolution and any scenes involving the species-traitor Ye
Wenjie, are by far its strongest points, with the travails of
the characters in modern-day Britain much less interes-
ting.

The issue of how much change is acceptable or appro-
priate when adapting and translating material across
languages or media is one attracting increasingly vocal
opinion. It came to the fore at the start of the year as ano-
ther round in the online culture wars, when some fans
complained of supposedly “woke” localizations of Japa-
nese videogames and anime — and rejoiced that Al trans-
lation would soon allow them to enjoy more “authentic”
experiences.

Some were upset with the insertion of modern-day
politics into text where it previously didn't seem to exist,
such as slipping the line “all property is theft” into one ga-
me’s originally entirely non-political dialogue. Assuming
the original author wasn't consulted, that’s questionable
at best. But others seem upset with the very idea of locali-
zation at all, complaining for example that text in the fan-
tasy game Unicorn Overlord was noticeably more flowery
in English than the original’s rather prosaic Japanese.

The Three-Body Problem was famously translated by
Ken Liu, a Chinese-American, himself a multi-award-
-winning author of science fiction and fantasy. “My me-
taphor for translation has always been that translation
is really a performance art,” he told Wired in 2016. “You
take the original and try to perform it, really, in a different
medium.”

Ken Liu took Liu Cixin's 1original text and turned it so-
mething different for another language. That's been chan-
ged again for anewmedium. It's tempting to wonder what
he might think of changes to his version of the text, such
asthe decision to call the aliens threatening Earth the San-
-Ti (from the Chinese San-Ti Ren, Three-Body People),
instead of the “goofy”-sounding Trisolarans as they were
known in the book. Of course, television is itself a diffe-
rent medium, and the art must be performed differently;
Trisolaran is quite a mouthful if it's being used every other
sentence.

Localization is always a problem of judging what the tar-
get audience will accept and understand. That makes the
“performance art” harder and harder to pull off success-
fully. But changes are inevitable.

I'wrote recently that among the bravest decisions made
by Walt Disney Co.'s Shogun series was the extensive use
of subtitled Japanese scenes. Netflix could have taken a si-
milar route for 3-Body Problem, setting the show prima-
rily in China (for the first season at least), perhaps with a
token western character to guide the audience. However,
this is where the creators run into another problem facing
localizers: many Americans have a dim view of China
right now, so a series set mostly on the mainland with a
nuanced cast of Chinese characters might struggle.

Purists must accept that changes are necessary toreach a
bigger audience. These issues will only become more acu-
te as more material is adapted across borders. Like a three-
-body problem, there are no simple solutions. [Abridged]

Courtesy Bloomberg/Gearoid Reidy
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Fake stamps circulating in the UK are originating from China, a se-

nior MP has told the BBC.

Reports suggest a rise in complaints that stamps bought from legi-
timate stores are being deemed counterfeit. Anyone who receives a
letter with a fake stamp is charged £5 by Royal Mail.

Conservative MP Iain Duncan Smith told BBC Breakfast: “China is

behind it.”

A Royal Mail spokesman said: “We are working hard to remove
counterfeit stamps from circulation.”

Consumers are being warned to look out for strange perforations arou-
nd the edge of a stamp, a shine to the surface or the colour looking off.

An investigation by the Daily Telegraph found that four Chinese
companies had offered to print up to one million counterfeit stamps
aweek, with each stamp being sold for as little as 4p each before being

sent to the UK.

The fakes have been found for sale on various websites, the paper
said, and they were also bought by small retailers who did not realise

they were counterfeit.
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NSTAGRAM said it’s de-
ploying new new tools
to protect young people
and combat sexual extor-
tion, including a feature

that will automatically
blur nudity in direct mes-
sages.

The social media pla-
tform said in a blog post
yesterday that it’s testing
out the new features as
part of its campaign to
fight sexual scams and
other forms of “image
abuse,” and to make it
tougher for criminals to
contact teens.

Sexual extortion, or
sextortion, involves per-
suading a person to send
explicit photos online
and then threatening to
make the images public
unless the victim pays
money or engages in se-
xual favors. Recent hi-
gh-profile cases include
two Nigerian brothers
who pleaded guilty to
sexually extorting teen
boys and young men in
Michigan, including one
who took his own life,
and a Virginia sheriff’s
deputy who sexually ex-
torted and kidnapped a
15-year-old girl.

Instagram and other
social media companies
have faced growing criti-
cism for not doing enou-
gh to protect young peo-
ple. Mark Zuckerberg, the
CEO of Facebook parent
company Meta, apologi-
zed to the parents of vic-
tims of such abuse during
a Senate hearing earlier
this year.

The company said
scammers often use di-
rect messages to ask for
“intimate images.” To
counter this, it will soon
start testing out a nudity
protection feature for di-
rect messages that blurs
any images with nudity
“and encourages peo-
ple to think twice before
sending nude images.”

“The feature is de-
signed not only to pro-
tect people from seeing
unwanted nudity in their
DMs, but also to protect
them from scammers
who may send nude
images to trick people
into sending their own
images in return,” Insta-
gram said.

The feature will be
turned on by default glo-
bally for teens under 18.
Adult users will get a no-
tification  encouraging

INSTAGRAM BEGINS
BLURRING NUDITY
IN MESSAGES TO
PROTECT TEENS

KELVIN CHAN, LONDON

them to activate it.

Images with nudity will
be blurred with a warning,
giving users the option to
view it. They’ll also get an
option to block the sender
and report the chat.

For people sending
direct messages with nu-
dity, they will get a mes-
sage reminding them to
be cautious when sen-
ding “sensitive photos.”
They’ll also be informed
that they can unsend the
photos if they change
their mind, but that the-
re’s a chance others may
have already seen them.

Instagram said it’s

working on technology
to help identify accounts
that could be potentially
be engaging in sexual
extortion scams, “based
on a range of signals that
could indicate sextor-
tion behavior.”
To stop criminals from
connecting with young
people, it’s also taking
measures including not
showing the “message”
button on a teen’s profi-
le to potential sextortion
accounts, even if they al-
ready follow each other,
and testing new ways to
hide teens from these ac-
counts. MDT/AP
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US-Ukraine The top
general for U.S. forces
in Europe told Congress
that Ukraine will be
outgunned 10 to one by
Russia within a matter
of weeks if Congress
does not find a way

to approve sending
more ammunition and
weapons to Kyiv soon.
The testimony from
Army Gen. Christopher
Cavoli, head of U.S.
European Command
(pictured), and Celeste
Wallander, assistant
secretary of defense for
international security
affairs, comes as
Congress enters pivotal
weeks for voting for aid
for Ukraine.

Israeli aircraft killed
three sons of Hamas'
top political leader

in the Gaza Strip on
Wednesday, striking
high-stakes targets at
a time when Israel is
holding delicate cease-
fire negotiations with the
militant group. Hamas
said four of the leader's
grandchildren were also
killed. Ismail Haniyeh 's
sons are among the
highest-profile figures
to be killed in the war so
far. Israel said they were
Hamas operatives, and
Haniyeh accused Israel
of acting in "the spirit of
revenge and murder.”

Argentina's President
Javier Milei kicked off

a visit to the United
States, where he'll meet
with tech billionaire Elon
Musk, as his government
seeks an infusion of cash
to overhaul Argentina's
embattled economy.
The populist president
started his four-day

trip in Miami, which
hosts one of the largest
Argentine population
inthe US, and home to
soccer superstar Lionel
Messi. Milei will meet
with Musk today in
Texas.



