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East and Southeast Asia saw 
record methamphetamine 
seizures in 2023, primarily 
from the Golden Triangle. 
The UNODC reports that 
the region’s meth production 
generated $80 billion annually. 
Political instability in Myanmar 
has exacerbated the 
situation, with increased drug 
trafficking and production 
in lawless areas. Synthetic 
drug trafficking routes have 
expanded, reaching countries 
as far as South Korea and 
Australia.

Japan Nissan is urging 
owners of 84,000 older 
vehicles to stop driving 
due to defective Takata 
air bag inflators that could 
explode. Models affected 
include 2002-2006 Sentras, 
2002-2004 Pathfinders, 
and 2002-2003 Infiniti QX4 
SUVs. Free repairs, towing, 
and mobile services are 
offered to affected owners. 
The inflators pose a risk 
of serious injury or death 
from shrapnel during airbag 
deployment.

Papua New Guinea 
Authorities are relocating 
thousands of landslide 
survivors at risk from a 
second landslide in Enga 
province. The unstable 
ground and delayed arrival of 
heavy equipment complicate 
rescue efforts. The disaster 
buried hundreds in Yambali 
village, with up to 8,000 
people potentially needing 
evacuation. Tribal warfare in 
the region further challenges 
relief operations.

USA More than 4 million 
chickens in Iowa will be culled 
due to a bird flu outbreak at 
a large egg farm. The highly 
pathogenic virus has also 
affected dairy cattle. The 
outbreak, ongoing since 
2022, has led to the culling 
of over 92 million birds 
nationwide. Health officials 
assert the public risk remains 
low, and beef remains safe 
to eat.

THEY ♥ MACAU ️
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Outbound mainland tourists favor Macau as top destination so far this year
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CRIME
Four elderlies 
defrauded of 
RMB270,000
HOWARD TONG

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has arrested two 17-year-
-olds from Hong Kong suspected of committing fraud 

against older adult residents of Macau.
The case came to light Friday when an older woman 

reported being defrauded of RMB200,000 through the 
“guess who I am” technique. 

A caller claiming to be a relative or friend of the vic-
tim falsely said they had injured someone and demanded 
“settlement money” as compensation. A person posing 
as a “paralegal” later arrived to collect the payment.

Further investigation revealed a further three older 
Macau residents, men and women, had fallen victim to 
the same scam, losing between RMB10,000 to RMB40,000 
each.

The police apprehended two suspects near the border 
gate and the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, recove-
ring RMB8,900 in stolen money, as well as mobile phones 
and tablets connected to the case.

According to the alleged suspects’ confessions, a Hong 
Kong criminal group had instructed them to travel to Ma-
cau four times between May 19 and May 27 to collect the 
funds, which they would then hand over to the group in 
mainland China and Hong Kong. 

DNA database is a very sensitive 
matter and needs legal guarantees, 
Security Chief says
RENATO MARQUES

THE establish-
ment of a DNA 

database in Macau 
involves basic righ-
ts such as personal 
freedom, physical 
and mental integrity 
and privacy, the Se-
cretary for Security, 
Wong Sio Chak, has 
stated. 

Legislation is nee-
ded for all aspects of 
the database to en-
sure individual rights 
are protected, said 
Wong, responding 
to a written inquiry 
from lawmaker Lam 
Lon Wai.

Wong’s office 
said the regulations 
need to include 
strict provisions on 
procedures, and the 
preservation and 
destruction of bio-
logical samples, as 

well as security ma-
nagement of DNA 
databases such as 
data access rights to 
eliminate all poten-
tial risks of abuse or 
infringement.

For this reason, 

the Office said that 
although it is procee-
ding with the legal 
framework related to 
DNA databases, it is 
working with extre-
me care and not in a 
rushed manner.

In the inquiry, 
lawmaker Lam had 
asked the Secretariat 
for Security about 
the timetable for the 
establishment of a 
DNA database in 
Macau.

The same office 
said recent develo-
pments about pri-
vacy concerns have 
forced the Judiciary 
Police, which was 
developing the legal 
framework in the 
past, to start again 
and consider new re-
quirements and new 
norms for data se-
curity management 
and protection.

STAFF REPORTER

A recent study by scholars from 
Macau and mainland univer-

sities has shed light on the alar-
ming trend of problem gambling 
in Macau, Hong Kong and main-
land China. 

The study, based on data col-
lected from gambling helpline 
callers between 2015 and 2021, 
reveals stark differences in the 
characteristics and struggles of 
gamblers across the three regions. 

It highlights the limited su-
pport measures available to gam-
bling addicts in these regions and 
emphasizes the need for tailored 
interventions and prevention ef-
forts to address this pressing issue.

A study conducted by pro-
fessors from Macao Polytechnic 
University, Macao University of 
Tourism, and Guangzhou Xinhua 
University has provided insights 
into the distressing characteristics 
of problem gamblers reaching out 
to helplines in Macau, Hong Kong 
and mainland China, according to 

a TDM report.
The study surveyed 943 gam-

blers seeking assistance through 
local helplines, with the majority 
originating from Macau (27.3% 
from mainland China and 12.3% 
from Hong Kong).

One of the most concerning 
trends is the level of debt among 
problem gamblers. The study 
revealed 73% of those surveyed 
were in debt, with 9% having deb-
ts exceeding 1 million patacas. 

In Macau, 33% of the gamblers 

had debts exceeding 200,000 pa-
tacas, a figure that surpassed tho-
se in other gambling regions due 
to the high minimum bets in Ma-
cau casinos.

The situation is even more 
dire for mainland gamblers, with 
16.8% having debts exceeding 1 
million patacas and 11% accumu-
lating debts ranging from 501,000 
to 1 million patacas. In contrast, 
more than 23% of Hong Kong 
gamblers reported debts between 
200,000 and 500,000 patacas.

Suicidal ideation is another 
alarming issue, with 40% of the 
surveyed gamblers reporting fee-
ling extremely distressed during 
phone calls, and over 5% admit-
ting to having suicidal thoughts. 
The study found 10.3% of main-
land helpline callers reported sui-
cidal ideation, significantly higher 
than the percentage of callers in 
Macau. The researchers emphasi-
zed the urgent need to address the 
high rate of suicidal ideation and 
implement effective preventive 
measures.

The scholars emphasized the 
need for a more tailored approach 
to gambling helpline services, as 
researchers uncovered significant 
regional disparities in caller prefe-
rences and accessibility needs. 

Data revealed a notably lon-
ger history of addiction in Ma-
cau, where the average gambler 
reported eight consecutive years 
struggling with the problem, yet 
a sizable 21% of local gamblers 
expressed openness to seeking 
treatment - contrasting sharply 

with close to 60% of those from 
outside Macau who declined ad-
ditional assistance, underscoring 
the importance of considering 
these differing needs and explo-
ring alternative support options. 

The study also highlighted the 
necessity of cross-border collabo-
ration and establishing financial 
counseling services beyond just 
Macau to address the alarmin-
gly high debt levels documented 
among mainland Chinese gam-
blers.

It indicated flexible, regionally-
-customized approaches will be 
essential to effectively support 
this diverse population across the 
three territories.

The study highlighted the ur-
gent need for comprehensive 
strategies to tackle the growing 
problem of gambling addic-
tion in Macau, Hong Kong, and 
mainland China, addressing the 
unique challenges faced by each 
region and fostering a collabora-
tive approach to support those 
affected.

RESEARCH

Gambling addiction epidemic: Urgent 
need for tailored interventions 



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 30.05.2024

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S Estoril pool 
to close over 
new library 
construction 

The Estoril swimming pool 
will be closed from June 1, 
the Sports Bureau (ID) has 
announced. This comes 
after the Public Works 
Bureau awarded the New 
Central Library construction 
project scheduled to 
commence soon. “A series 
of improvement works of the 
swimming pool will be carried 
out during the closure of the 
facility to better meet the 
needs of users,” the ID said. 

More showers 
this weekend

The Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau has 
forecast that a wide trough 
of low pressure in the 
central South China Sea 
will gradually approach 
the South China coast 
in the upcoming week. 
It is expected Macau will 
experience more showers 
and thunderstorms starting 
tomorrow. Authorities 
will closely monitor the 
potential development of 
a low-pressure area above 
the existing low-pressure 
trough, the bureau said. 

Guia Hill cable 
car renovations 
extended

The project to renovate 
the Guia Hill cable car and 
conduct annual safety 
inspections will need to be 
extended. The Municipal 
Affairs Bureau has 
announced the extension 
is due to recent unstable 
weather conditions. The 
bureau aims to reopen the 
cable car to the public mid-
June. As a result, the free 
cable car rides originally 
planned for June 1 and 
June 2 will be canceled. The 
renovation and maintenance 
work will cover the ceiling, 
floor, walls, guardrails and 
steps of the cable car, as 
well as the upper and lower 
stations. 

Man in bad mood 
vandalizes cars

Police have investigated 
vandalism affecting several 
private cars parked at the 
metered parking spaces. 
The suspect, in his 50s, 
admitted to damaging the 
vehicles with his car keys 
because he was in a negative 
emotional state. One of 
the car owners reported 
the incident, saying repairs 
cost MOP30,000. Police 
contacted the other car 
owners who all want to press 
charges.

TOURISM 

Macau mainland tourists’ 
favorite destination in Q1

CLSA

Premium mass players up 
STAFF REPORTER

PREMIUM mass players 
from mainland China 

are increasingly making 
multiple trips to Macau, 
solidifying the Special 
Administrative Region’s 
(SAR) resilience against 
an uncertain Chinese 
economy, according to a 
survey from investment 
group CLSA. 

The survey has revealed 
mainland tourists conti-
nue to view Macau as an 
attractive travel destina-
tion, with 78% intending 
to visit by 1Q24.

The China Reality Re-
search (CRR) surveyed 800 
Chinese nationals with 
gambling experience in 
Macau and has indicated 
that despite a slight de-
crease from the previous 
year’s survey, with 78% of 
respondents planning a 
visit, the premium mass 
segment displayed greater 

strength. Within this seg-
ment, 70% intended to vi-
sit Macau twice or more in 
the next 12 months, com-
pared to 57% in 2019.

“We continue to note 
high willingness to visit 
and spend money in the 

city, with notable streng-
th among our premium 
panelists,” CLSA analysts 
Jeffrey Kiang, Lance Noble 
and Leo Pan wrote. 

“This aligns with our 
view that premium mass 
visitors are generally more 

immune to any macro 
slowdown, given Macau is 
a niche market targeting 
the wealthier ones.”

The survey also revea-
led premium mass players 
are more inclined to stay 
in Macau for extended 

periods, with 96% indica-
ting plans to spend two or 
more nights compared to 
93% of base mass players.

The analysts also ob-
served a positive response 
to Beijing’s recent annou-
ncement expediting the 
visa application process. 

“The government’s ex-
pansion of eligible cities 
under IVS will likely offer 
support too,” they said. 

Approximately 45% 
of respondents said they 
would expedite their trip 
plans to Macau as a result.

Macau’s proximity con-
tinues to play a crucial role 
in attracting mainland 
players, with 48% expres-
sing no intention to gam-
ble elsewhere. 

Among those who in-
dicated a desire to gamble 
abroad, Singapore emer-
ged as the top choice, with 
20% of respondents na-
ming it as their preferred 
overseas destination.

RENATO MARQUES

M
ACAU was the most 
satisfactory destina-
tion for outbound 
mainland travelers 

in the first quarter (Q1), the Chi-
na Tourism Academy (CTA) has 
revealed via its official WeChat 
broadcast channel.

With a score of 83.49 points, 

Macau jumped from the third to 
first, for the first time, although 
this is not Macau’s highest ever 
score.

Macau scored 84.09 points in 
Q1 last year, seizing the current 
top spot because other regions 
dropped out, rather than because 
of an improvement of satisfaction 
with Macau.

The CTA survey showed many 

mainland residents were enthu-
siastic about traveling to both 
Macau and Hong Kong, while the-
re has also been an increase in the 
number of residents of the two 
Special Administrative Regions 
visiting the mainland.

Hong Kong dropped from the 
fifth (82.86 points) to the seventh 
place of the ranking in Q1 2024 
with a score of 81.77.

The CTA report noted the 
Hong Kong drop is related to a 
fall in mainland tourists visiting 
Hong Kong over the past decade, 
because of social movements, Co-
vid-19, and negative public opi-
nion about tourism.

The Association said it is hoped 
the Hong Kong SAR government 
and the tourism industry “will 
step up efforts to fully restore the 
confidence of mainland tourists 
in the Hong Kong market.”

The report also noted the re-
covery of China’s tourism and “a 
new cycle of prosperity and deve-
lopment” after the sharp decline 
caused by the pandemic.”

“Promoting the steady growth 
of mutual visits between main-
land China and Hong Kong and 
Macau should become a long-
-term issue and a policy guide-
line for tourism exchanges and 
cooperation between China and 
Hong Kong and Macau,” the re-
port said.

It noted there is growing tourist 
demand from both urban and ru-
ral residents in the mainland who 
are the “most reliable market for-
ce for tourist exchanges between 
mainland China and Hong Kong 
and Macau.”

The news was received with 
praise by several tourism-rela-
ted associations and operators, 
who noted that Macau topping 
the ranking is encouraging but is 
also a call to action, with the of-
ficials saying that “Macau should 
not rest on its laurels” and should 
work harder to keep the position.

The Macau Economic Associa-
tion president, Lau Pun Lap, said 
in an interview with public broad-
caster TDM Chinese Channel that 
he expects visitors to Macau this 
year will surpass the government 
forecast of 30 million and may 
reach 35 million.
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Q1 financial reserves 
almost MOP600b
RENATO MARQUES

MACAU’S financial reser-
ves grew 2.81% during 

the first quarter (Q1) of this 
year, according to a Q1 report 
from the Monetary Authority 
of Macao (AMCM) in the go-
vernment’s official gazette.

At the end of March, the go-
vernment’s reserve accounts 
held MOP596,79 billion. 

This was composed of the 
Basic Reserve of MOP153.40 
billion, the Extraordinary Re-
serve of MOP431.86 billion 
and investment earnings 
during the period of MOP11.53 
billion.

At the end of 2023, the 
financial reserves totaled 
MOP580.47 billion, which 

means that from January to 
March the reserves grew some 
MOP16.32 billion.

Considering the govern-
ment’s current annual ex-
penditure, the reserve funds 
would be enough to cover five 
years of the government’s bu-
dget.

The maximum sum ever 
reached by the financial reser-
ve accounts was of MOP663.56 
billion.

The 2024 budget is the first 
from the term of Chief Execu-
tive Ho Iat Seng not to be in 
deficit and so not needing to 
use the financial reserves to 
balance the accounts, which 
is what has happened since 
2020 because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

End of 2023 End of Q1 2024 Difference

Financial Reserves 580.47 596.79 16.32

Basic Reserve 152.06 153.40 1.34

Extra Reserve 428.41 431.86 3.45

Investment Results 28.98 11.53  

Comparison of reserves 

*ALL FIGURES IN MOP BILLION

Macau facilitating Chinese EV 
entry into Portuguese markets

PUBLIC WORKS

Taipa Grande tunnel excavation underway 

STAFF REPORTER 

MACAU is playing 
a positive role in 

helping Chinese electric 
vehicle makers enter 
Portuguese-speaking 
countries, according to 
a recent report from ac-
counting firm Deloitte.

The report examines 
the growing presence 
of Chinese cars globally 
and Macau’s strategic 
position in enabling 
this expansion. At the 
expo, GAC’s EV unit Aion 
showcased new models 
as its state-owned pa-
rent company, which is 
a partner of Toyota and 
Honda in China, aims 
for 1.1 million annual 
brand sales.

Deloitte noted that 
Macau could leverage 
local talents with Por-
tuguese language skills 
and legal knowledge 
to facilitate the entry 

of Chinese new energy 
vehicle companies into 
Portuguese-speaking 
markets. Additionally, 
Macau’s exhibition fa-
cilities and experience 
could provide a platform 
for cooperation between 
China’s EV industry and 
overseas markets, said 
Norman Sze, vice chair 
of Deloitte China.

As Chinese giants 
push into international 
markets, these com-

ments take on new sig-
nificance. BYD, for ins-
tance, is making plans 
for local EV production 
in Brazil, Latin Ame-
rica’s largest economy 
and major Portuguese-
-speaking country. Rival 
Great Wall Motor also 
commenced operations 
in Brazil this month. 
Meanwhile, Chery, a ma-
jor Chinese exporter, has 
been operating a factory 
in Brazil since 2014.

Deloitte projected 
that Latin America, 
which accounts for 6% 
of worldwide car sa-
les, could reach rou-
ghly 7.2 million annual 
passenger car sales by 
2030 with a growth rate 
of 5%. Electric vehicles 
may comprise around 
5% of regional sales in 
2025 versus today’s 2%, 
thanks to incentives and 
a growing middle-class 
buyer base.

STAFF REPORTER

THE Public Works Bureau 
(DSOP) has begun cons-

truction of a major tunnel pro-
ject to divert traffic from the 
Macau Bridge to the Cotai re-
gion via Taipa Grande.

The tender process is un-
derway to pre-qualify po-
tential contractors, with the 
screening process set to be 
completed by the end of July. 
Only a shortlist of five candi-
dates will be invited to bid for 
the project, which is estimated 
to take 1,165 working days to 
complete.

Once finished, the appro-
ximately 600-meter-long, 
four-lane tunnel will provide 
quicker access for vehicles tra-
veling between the Macau Pe-
ninsula and the Cotai casino 
district through the Macau Bri-
dge, the city’s newest link be-
tween the peninsula and Taipa.

In response to a written 
question from lawmaker Ella 
Lei, the government justified 
the need for the tunnel, saying 
it will “provide quick access 
for vehicles traveling between 
the Macau Peninsula and Co-
tai” and help “alleviate traffic 
pressure in the vicinity of the 
Taipa Ferry Terminal and Ma-
cau International Airport, as 
well as on the roads in the Pac 

On area.”
While the project was first 

proposed more than 10 years 
ago, its construction was only 
recently scheduled to begin 
this year, in line with the go-
vernment’s most recent plan.

According to Lam Wai Hou, 
DSOP director, the project will 
be divided into two phases for 
the purposes of competition 
and construction. The official 
did not provide a specific ti-
meline for the completion of 
the work, but said the compe-
tition schedule and project de-
tails will be announced “in due 
time.”

Lei has also asked the gover-
nment to publicly announce 
the findings of the environ-
mental impact study conduc-
ted for the project.

Lam said an assessment was 
completed this year looking at 
factors such as air and noise 
pollution as well as landscape 
impacts. Mitigation plans will 
be implemented with approval 
from the Environmental Pro-
tection Bureau (DSPA), though 
no assessment results were re-
leased.

“A mitigation plan was for-
mulated, and the DSPA provi-
ded a technical opinion on the 
environmental assessment”, 
said the official.

The Taipa Grande hill tunnel 

project is expected to play a 
crucial role in improving traffic 
flow and accessibility between 
the Macau peninsula and the 
rapidly developing Cotai re-
gion, which has become the 

city’s main entertainment and 
gaming hub.

“The assessment of the en-
vironmental impact for the Tai-
pa Grande tunnel project was 
completed in 2022. It involved 

comprehensive analysis and 
evaluation of air, noise, water 
quality, landscape, waste ma-
nagement, and the potential 
impacts during the project’s 
execution,” said Lam.
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ELEBRATING the 25th 
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of Macau SAR, 
SJM Resorts, S.A. brou-

ght to Macau the “SJM Five-a-side 
Football Friendly: Portugal Icons 
vs. GBA Flying Dragon.” The event, 
jointly organized by the Sports 
Bureau (ID) and supported by the 
Macao Government Tourism Of-
fice and the Macau Football Asso-
ciation (MFA), not only celebrated 
the one-quarter century of the SAR 
but also highlighted Macau’s role as 
a cultural link between China and 
Portugal, while celebrating the 45th 
anniversary of Sino-Portuguese di-
plomatic relations.

Focusing on Macau’s com-
mitment to developing “Sports + 
Tourism” activities and enhancing 
the city’s reputation as a “City of 
Sports,” the event saw 11 legendary 
players from the “golden era” of 
Portuguese football take on a team 
from the Guangdong-Hong Kon-
g-Macau Greater Bay Area (GBA). 
Among the event’s notable guests 
were the Chief Executive, Ho Iat 
Seng, the Secretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture, Elsie Ao Ieong, and the 
Director of the Department of Pu-
blicity and Culture of the Liaison 
Office of the Central People’s Go-
vernment.

Daisy Ho, Managing Director 
of SJM, said, “SJM has always at-
tached great importance to the 
development of sports culture in 
Macau. In addition to promoting 
a variety of sports activities, we will 
continue to leverage ‘Sports + Tou-
rism’ to enrich the SAR’s tourism 

landscape and facilitate the diver-
sified development of our tourism 
and leisure industry, to bolster our 
reputation as a ‘City of Sports,’ and 
to attract more overseas visitors to 
Macau.”

The president of ID, Pun Weng 
Kun, also added, “By building a 
cooperation platform through lar-
ge-scale sports events and colla-
borative sports exchange activities, 
the goal is to promote the develo-
pment of the sports industry, leve-
rage the synergies of major sports 
events, stimulate the growth of the 
local sports industry, and drive eco-
nomic development in sports tou-
rism and related sectors.”

The highly anticipated match 
attracted over 4,000 passionate 
spectators, creating a cheerful and 
joyous atmosphere. Upon the ar-
rival of the Portugal Icons players, 
they engaged in a series of activities 
to experience the welcoming spi-
rit of Macau. Local fans welcomed 
their longtime idols at the airport 
and Grand Lisboa Palace, eager-
ly sharing a moment and a photo 
with them.

Fans are excited to have more 
opportunities to meet and greet 
the following day as the football 
stars embarked on a tour of Ma-
cau in an open-topped bus. The 
tour started from Grand Lisboa 
Palace and passed through several 
famous landmarks, including the 
iconic Hotel Lisboa.

Those who desired closer inte-
raction with the football stars had a 
golden opportunity to join the fan 
meeting at Grand Lisboa Palace be-

fore the match to get close to their 
favourite idols, collect signatures, 
and take selfies.

Portugal Icons captain, Luís 
Figo, said about the visit, “I find it 
most interesting to see the blend 
of Portuguese influence in Macau’s 
architecture. Many locals also gree-
ted us in Portuguese, it makes me 
feel right at home.” Hélder Postiga 
echoed similar sentiments, “The 
hospitality extended to us from 
Macau and SJM has been impec-
cable - everything from hotel re-
ception to food is easily one of the 
best we have experienced. I’m im-
pressed by Macau’s vibrant citysca-
pe - it exudes an energy and aura 
that sets it apart from other Asian 
cities.”

An array of sideline activities 
took place at the outdoor plaza 
of the Ponte 16 Resort, including 
football-themed games, exclusive 
merchandise booths, photo oppor-

tunities, and chances to win match 
tickets and other prizes.

One of the highlights of the 
event was a special-themed exhi-
bition showcasing personal collec-
tions on loan from Portugal Icons, 
which was held at Grand Lisboa 
Palace’s West Lobby on May 18 and 
19. Fans could also indulge in foo-
tball-themed cocktails and food at 
Mesa by José Avillez and The Grand 
Buffet for a special culinary expe-
rience. For those who preferred 
a more laid-back experience, the 
match was also broadcast live at 
The Terrace Bar.

SJM launched a series of pro-
motions all over Macau, including 
limited-edition sportswear and 
souvenirs available at Grand Lis-
boa Palace and the match venue, 
such as SJM’s mascot “Sam the 
Rooster” plush toy dressed in the 
Portugal Icons team uniform or 
referee’s outfit, as well as a range 

of football-themed merchandise, 
like t-shirts, scarves, caps, and foo-
tballs.

As part of SJM’s efforts in Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility, the Por-
tugal Icons and the MFA hosted the 
“Legends of Tomorrow - Football 
Camp,” where football stars sha-
red tricks and skills with the local 
youth, who treasured the oppor-
tunity to learn from the renowned 
players’ expertise. Additionally, 
SJM invited over 300 underprivile-
ged students, grassroots families, 
disadvantaged groups, and college 
football team members to attend 
the match.

To fully engage overseas football 
fans, SJM also introduced the “Foo-
tball Match Packages” with special 
rates on accommodation, food and 
beverage, and match tickets. Some 
of the packages included exclusive 
access to the players’ welcome din-
ner and limousine services.

SJM football friendly 
with Portugal Icons 
showcases expertise in 
hosting world-class events
The match attracted over 4,000 spectators to the Macau Dome, 
creating a cheerful and joyous atmosphere for fans to watch a 
masterful display of high football from Figo and other legends
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IMF upgrades its forecast for Chinese 
economy, but says reforms are needed

TAIWAN

Legislature passes changes seen as 
favoring China, reducing Lai’s power
TAIWAN’S  opposi-

tion-controlled le-
gislature passed changes 
yesterday that are seen 
as favoring China and 
diminishing the power 
of the island’s executive 
leader, sparking protests 
by thousands of people.

The changes pushed 
by the opposition Natio-
nalist Party and its allies 
would give the legislatu-
re greater power to con-
trol budgets, including 
defense spending that 
the party has blocked in 
what many see as a con-
cession to China.

It remains unclear 
whether the package of 
bills will become law. 
The Executive Yuan, the 
executive branch of go-
vernment headed by 

the premier, may veto 
legislation or pass it on 
to the leader, who has 
to proclaim bills into 
law within 10 days. If 
the Executive Yuan or its 
leader does not comply, 
the bills will not become 
law.

Thousands of people 
gathered outside the le-
gislature to protest the 
changes. The legislative 
chamber was festooned 
with banners promoting 
both sides in the dis-
pute, while arguments 
on the floor broke into 
shouting and pushing 
matches.

The Nationalists, also 
known as the KMT, offi-
cially back unification 
with China, from which 
Taiwan separated during 

a civil war in 1949. They 
took control of the legis-
lature with a single-seat 
majority after elections 
in January, while the 
executive leaderchip 
went to Lai Ching-te of 
the Democratic Progres-
sive Party, which favors 
Taiwan’s de facto inde-
pendence from China 
and is hated by Beijing.

“People must stand 
up at this time, and we 
must let those legisla-
tors know that the laws 
they are enacting are 
not what we want,” said 
Huang Hong-wei, a pro-
tester. “That’s why so 
many people are taking 
to the streets to protest, 
because we used to be-
lieve in these legislators, 
but they didn’t do what 

they promised, so the 
people got angry.”

DPP legislators accu-
sed deputies from the 
KMT and the minority 
Taiwan People’s Party of 
undermining Taiwan’s 
democracy by expan-

ding the legislature’s 
oversight of the executi-
ve branch. They denou-
nced the legislation as 
creating a “black box” 
for what the KMT has 
portrayed as reforms.

While the KMT con-
trols the legislature, its 
speaker and its allies 
in the TPP were elected 
on party lists, meaning 
they answer to no actual 
constituents.

Taiwan was gover-
ned under martial law 

for 40 years under the 
Nationalists, who have 
lost three consecutive 
elections but still hold 
power on the local level 
through well-entwined 
networks of business 
and social interests. Pro-
-China business groups 
have also captured a 
major share of Taiwan’s 
media market, even as 
the younger generation 
turns to social media for 
its information. 
MDT/AP

ELAINE KURTENBACH

T
HE International Mo-
netary Fund has up-
graded its forecast 
for China’s economy, 

while warning that consumer-
-friendly reforms are needed 
to sustain strong, high-quality 
growth.

The IMF’s report, issued ye-
terday [Macau time], said the 
world’s second-largest eco-
nomy will likely expand at a 5% 
annual rate this year, based on 
its growth in the first quarter 
and recent moves to support 
the property sector. That is a 
0.4 percentage point above its 
earlier estimate.

But it warned that attaining 
sustained growth requires buil-
ding stronger social safety nets 
and increasing workers’ inco-
mes to enable Chinese consu-
mers to spend more.

The IMF also said Beijing 
should scale back subsidies 
and other “distortive” policies 
that support manufacturing at 
the expense of other industries 
such as services.

The ruling Communist Party 
has set its annual growth target 
at “around 5%,” and the eco-
nomy grew at a faster-than-ex-
pected 5.3% in the first quarter 

of the year, boosting the global 
economy.

The IMF said its upgraded 
forecast also reflects recent 
moves to boost growth, inclu-
ding fresh help for the property 
industry such as lower interest 
rates and smaller down-pay-
ment requirements on home 
loans.

But it said risks remained, 

with growth in 2025 forecast to 
be 4.5%, also up 0.4% from an 
earlier forecast.

The IMF praised the Chinese 
government’s focus on what it 
calls “high quality” growth, in-
cluding increased investment 
in clean energy and advanced 
technology and improved re-
gulation of financial industries.

But it added that “a more 

comprehensive and balanced 
policy approach would help 
China navigate the headwinds 
facing the economy.” Job los-
ses, especially during the pan-
demic, and falling housing 
prices have hit the finances of 
many Chinese.

The report echoes opinions 
of many economists who say 
more must be done to provide 

a social safety net and increa-
se incomes for workers so that 
Chinese families can afford to 
save less and spend more.

The IMF report’s longer-term 
assessment was less optimistic. 
It said it expected China’s an-
nual economic growth to fall 
to 3.3% by 2029 due to the ra-
pid aging of its population and 
slower growth in productivity 
as well as the protracted diffi-
culties in the housing sector.

Use of industrial policies 
to support various industries 
such as automaking and com-
puter chip development may 
waste resources and affect Chi-
na’s trading partners, it said, 
alluding to a key point of con-
tention between Washington 
and Beijing.

U.S. officials contend that 
China is providing unfair su-
pport to its own industries and 
creating excessive manufactu-
ring capacity that can only be 
absorbed by exporting whate-
ver cannot be used or sold at 
home.

China rejects that stance, 
while protesting that the U.S. 
and other wealthy nations have 
invoked false national security 
concerns to impose unfair res-
trictions on exports of techno-
logy to China. MDT/AP

THE United States has appointed a new repre-
sentative to Taiwan, as China boosts its threats 
against the self-ruled island following the election 
of a new leader who wants the territory to main-
tain its de-facto independence.
China claims Taiwan as its own territory and this 
week staged naval and air force drills that sur-
rounded the island in a simulated blockade.
The American Institute in Taiwan said yesterday-
that veteran diplomat Raymond Greene would 
take over from Sandra Oudkirk beginning in the 
summer of 2024.
The U.S. cut formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan in 

1979 and established official relations with the 
People’s Republic of China, then a Cold War ally 
against the Soviet Union. Despite an absence of 
formal relations with Taiwan, the U.S. is the island’s 
strongest ally.
Life carried on as usual in Taiwan, with politics 
dominated by arguments over legal changes that 
could make it easier for the minority Nationalist 
Party to cut deals with China’s ruling Communist 
Party, potentially undercutting Taiwan’s interna-
tional competitiveness, financial advantages and 
high-tech economy based on its production of 
the most advanced computer chips.

US appoints a new representative to Taiwan
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THAILAND

Former PM Thaksin will be indicted 
for royal defamation, prosecutors say

SINGAPORE

Rapid gravitational changes caused 178-feet 
drop of Singapore Airlines jet that hit turbulence
RAPID changes in the 

gravitational force led 
to a 178-feet altitude drop 
of a Singapore Airlines fli-
ght that left one passenger 
dead and many others who 
were not buckled up inju-
red in extreme turbulence 
last week, a preliminary 
investigation by Singapo-
re’s Transport Ministry said 
yesterday.

Singapore’s Transport 
Ministry said investigators, 
including those from the 
U.S. National Transporta-
tion Safety Board, Federal 
Aviation Administration 
and Boeing, had compi-

led a chronology of events 
based on the preliminary 
analysis of the flight’s data 
and cockpit voice recor-
ders.

Early findings showed 
the aircraft was passing 
over the south of Myanmar 
at 37,000 feet when it began 
to experience vibration due 
to changes in the gravita-
tional force, the ministry 
said. The plane then clim-
bed to an altitude of up to 
37,362 feet (11,387 meters) 
and increased speed pos-
sibly due to an updraft, it 
said. The plane’s autopilot 
then sought to pitch the jet 

downwards to its earlier al-
titude.

“The aircraft experien-
ced a rapid change in G 
(gravitational force) ... this 
likely resulted in the occu-
pants who were not belted 
up to become airborne” 
before falling back down 
later as the plane rose and 
fell, the ministry said. “The 
rapid changes in G over the 
4.6 second duration resul-
ted in an altitude drop of 
178 feet ... this sequence of 
events likely caused the in-
juries to the crew and pas-
sengers.”

During the turbulence, 

it said a pilot was heard 
calling out saying the fas-
ten seat belt sign had been 
switched on. It said recor-
ded data indicated the pi-
lots manually controlled 
the plane for 21 seconds to 
stabilize it before reenga-
ging the autopilot.

The plane made a nor-
mal, controlled descent 
and didn’t encounter fur-
ther turbulence until it 
landed in Bangkok almost 
an hour later, the ministry 
said, adding that investiga-
tions are ongoing.

Passengers have des-
cribed the “sheer terror” 

of the aircraft shudde-
ring, loose items flying 
and injured people lying 
paralyzed on the floor of 

the plane.
Twenty-six people remai-

ned hospitalized in Bangkok 
yesterday. MDT/AP

JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI, 
BANGKOK

T
HAI prosecutors said 
former Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra will 
be indicted for defaming 

the monarchy, three months after 
he was freed on parole on other 
charges.

Thaksin will not yet be indic-
ted because he had filed a request 
to postpone his original appoint-
ment yesterday with proof that he 
has COVID-19, Prayuth Bejragu-
na, a spokesperson for the Office 
of the Attorney General, said at a 
news conference.

The attorney general’s office 
scheduled a new appointment for 
Thaksin’s indictment on June 18, 
Prayuth said, adding that Thaksin 
will also be indicted for violating 
the Computer Crime Act.

The law on defaming the mo-
narchy, an offense known as lese 
majeste, is punishable by three to 
15 years in prison. It is controver-
sial not only because critics con-
sider it harsh, but also because 
they charge it is used for political 
purposes to punish government 
critics.

Thaksin was ousted by a mili-
tary coup in 2006. His opponents 
then had accused him of disres-
pecting King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej, who died in 2016. Thaksin’s 
ouster set off years of struggle 
between his supporters and his 
opponents, who were generally 
staunch royalists. The political 

polarization led to unpreceden-
ted public debate about the mo-
narchy’s role, which sharpened 
when student-led protests for 
greater democracy took the the 
streets in 2020.

Thaksin had been in self-im-
posed exile since 2008, but re-
turned to Thailand in August last 
year to begin serving an eight-
-year sentence on charges related 
to corruption and abuse of power. 
He was released on parole in Fe-
bruary from the hospital in Ban-
gkok where he spent six months 
serving time for corruption-rela-
ted offenses.

On his return, he was moved 
almost immediately from prison 
to the hospital on grounds of ill 
health, and about a week after 
that King Maha Vajiralongkorn 
reduced his sentence to a single 
year. Thaksin was granted parole 

because of his age — he is 74 — 
and ill health, leaving him free 
for the remainder of his one-year 
sentence.

Thaksin’s return was interpre-
ted as part of a political bargain 
between the Pheu Thai Party, the 
latest in a string of parties that 
he has supported, and their lon-
gstanding rivals in the conser-
vative establishment to stop the 
progressive Move Forward Party 
from forming a government af-
ter its victory in last year’s general 
election.

But shortly after his return, 
the attorney general’s office said 
it had revived an investigation 
into whether Thaksin almost nine 
years ago violated the law against 
defaming the monarch.

Thaksin was originally charged 
in 2016 with violating the law for 
remarks he made to journalis-

ts when he was in Seoul, South 
Korea, a year before that, but the 
investigation could proceed only 
after he was presented with the 
charge in person in the hospital 
in January, officials said. Thaksin 
had denied the charges and sub-
mitted a statement defending 
himself.

Prosecutor’s spokesperson 
Prayuth said there is enough evi-
dence for the attorney general to 
indict Thaksin. He said the prose-
cutors have already prepared their 
statement and documents to pre-
sent to the court next month.

Thaksin’s lawyer Winyat Chat-
montree said he is confident he 
has a strong defense for his client.

“We have been working on this 
for several months, since we sub-
mitted the statement of defense,” 
he told The Associated Press. “But 
whether we will win the case, it’s 

up to the court’s discretion based 
on the evidence.”

Winyat also noted that the vi-
deo of Thaksin’s comments that 
investigators used as evidence 
might have been manipulated.

Since his release, Thaksin has 
maintained a high profile and is 
believed to be wielding influen-
ce in the government led by Pri-
me Minister Srettha Thavisin. He 
has traveled the country making 
public appearances and was re-
portedly involved in an attempt 
to broker peace talks for neighbo-
ring war-torn Myanmar.

One analyst believes Thaksin’s 
growing influence has angered 
the ultra-conservatives and that 
the indictment is their response.

“It is designed to keep Thak-
sin under control. This is kee-
ping him on a leash. If he doesn’t 
behave then this charge can be 
activated and could land him in 
jail. This is to curtail his move-
ment and his maneuvers and to 
remind him, sending him a signal 
in a way, to know who’s in charge 
and to know he should not overs-
tep the boundary,” said Thitinan 
Pongsudhirak, at professor at 
Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity.

The lese majeste law came 
under the spotlight again earlier 
this month when 28-year-old ac-
tivist Netiporn “Bung” Sanesan-
gkhom died in a prison hospital 
after going who went on a hunger 
strike. She had been jailed on a 
lese majeste charge.

The death sparked fresh calls 
for reviewing the judicial process 
that allows political offenders 
accused of nonviolent offenses 
to be denied bail and be held for 
extended periods in prison ahead 
of being tried. Netiporn had been 
accused of conducting polls in 
public spaces in 2022 asking peo-
ple’s opinions about the royal fa-
mily. MDT/AP

The Boeing 777-300ER aircraft is parked after the SQ321 London-
Singapore flight at Bankkok Airport

Thailand’s former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, arrives at Don Muang airport in Bangkok, last August
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Former French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas has 
been jailed for six months in the country’s biggest 
sleaze scandal in recent history.

The 78-year-old judge and close confidant of the 
late President Francois Mitterrand was found guilty 
of illegally receiving funds from oil giant Elf Aquitaine 
between 1989 and 1992.

His ex-lover, Christine Deviers-Joncour, and two 
top Elf executives were also jailed for misusing funds 
in the embezzlement scandal.

Ms Deviers-Joncour sank into her chair, head in 
hands, as the sentence was announced - three-
-years’ imprisonment, half of which is suspended.

Former company president Loik Le Floch-Pri-
gent, 57, was sentenced to three-and-a-half years 
in prison. Alfred Sirven, 74, his former second-in-
-command and controller of the company slush fund 
- got four years.

Both men were also ordered to pay fines of two 
million French francs ($270,000). Mr Dumas must 
pay one million francs.

The trial that has gripped the nation focused on 
allegations of corruption arising from the $9m which 
Elf is said to have paid to Ms Deviers-Joncour for her 
work as a consultant and lobbyist in support of the 
firm’s world-wide sales effort.

Mr Dumas has said he played a part, for the sake of 
France, in what he called “a subtle game of shadows 
and light”, but denied that he made any personal gain.

The trial produced more headline-grabbing details 
about the lavish lifestyles of the accused, and the 
many gifts allegedly given to Mr Dumas by his lover in 
an attempt to influence government decisions.

And in a major dramatic twist Sirven, on trial in his 
absence, was captured in the Philippines after four 
years on the run. He was brought back amid fevered 
expectation of what he might reveal about the affair, 
as the former controller of the Elf purse-strings. But in 
the end he refused to testify.

The ripples from the case have spread across the 
border into Germany, where Elf embarked on con-
troversial expansion projects in Helmut Kohl’s era as 
Chancellor.

Both Dumas and his former lover will remain free 
while their appeals are heard - which could take years.

Courtesy BBC News

2001 French ex-minister 
jailed over sleaze

In context

Roland Dumas was cleared in January 2003.
His initial trial and sentence were widely regarded in 
France as a sign the French government was ready 
to rid itself of corruption.
But subsequent attempts to prosecute politicians 
collapsed. In October 2001 President Jacques 
Chirac won his right to maintain immunity from 
prosecution on allegations of misappropriating 
public funds.
In the same month prosecutors dropped their 
case against Dominique Strauss-Kahn - the 
popular former finance minister in Socialist Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin’s cabinet - for forgery and 
misappropriation of funds.
In February 2002 French magistrates published 
a report ending an eight-year investigation led 
by magistrate Eva Joly into corruption involving 
French politicians and the once state-owned com-
pany Elf Aquitaine.
In 2003 37 people, including three senior Elf exec-
utives, were sentenced to spend up to five years in 
prison for their part in the corruption scandal.

this day in history
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HAITI

Transitional council 
selects PM for a country 
under siege by gangs
DÁNICA COTO, PUERTO

U
.N. development 
specialist Garry Co-
nille was named 
Haiti’s new prime 

minister yesterday [Macau 
time], nearly a month after a 
coalition within a fractured 
transitional council sought to 
choose someone else for the 
position.

The long-awaited move co-
mes as gangs continue to terro-
rize the capital of Port-au-Prin-
ce, opening fire in once peaceful 
neighborhoods and using hea-
vy machinery to demolish seve-
ral police stations and prisons.

Council member Louis Gé-
rald Gilles told The Associated 
Press that six out of seven coun-
cil members with voting power 
chose Conille earlier Tuesday. 
He said one member, Laurent 
St. Cyr, was not in Haiti and the-
refore did not vote.

Conille has been UNICEF’s 
regional director for Latin Ame-
rica and the Caribbean since 
January 2023 and previously 
served as Haiti’s prime minister 
from October 2011 to May 2012 
under then President Michel 
Martelly. He replaces Michel Pa-
trick Boisvert, who was named 
interim prime minister after 
Ariel Henry resigned via letter in 
late April.

Henry was on an official trip 
to Kenya when a coalition of 
powerful gangs launched coor-
dinated attacks Feb. 29, seizing 
control of police stations, shoo-
ting at Haiti’s main international 
airport and storming the coun-
try’s two biggest prisons, relea-

sing more than 4,000 inmates.
Henry was locked out of the 

country by the attacks, with the 
airport in the Port-au-Prince 
capital remaining shuttered for 
nearly three months.

Gang violence is still surging 
in parts of Haiti’s capital and 
beyond as Conille takes over the 
helm of the troubled Caribbean 
country awaiting the U.N.-ba-
cked deployment of a police 
force from Kenya and other 
countries.

Conille studied medicine 
and public health and helped 
develop health care in impo-
verished communities in Haiti, 
where he helped coordinate 
reconstruction efforts after the 
devastating 2010 earthquake. 
The g ang violence has taken a 
toll on that system, however.

He worked for several years 
at the United Nations befo-
re Martelly designated him as 
prime minister in 2011. Conille 
resigned less than a year later 
following clashes with the pre-
sident and his Cabinet over an 
investigation into government 
officials who have dual natio-
nality, which is not allowed by 
Haiti’s constitution.

Conille could not be imme-
diately reached for comment. 
UNICEF said in a brief state-
ment to late Tuesday that he 
was stepping down from his 
role as regional director: “We 
are working closely with Garry 
to ensure a smooth transition at 
this time.”

Conille has an arduous task 
ahead of him, having to quell 
rampant gang violence while 
helping lift Haiti out of deep 

poverty, with inflation reaching 
a record 29%, according to the 
latest data available. In recent 
years, gangs that control at least 
80% of Port-au-Prince have 
forced more than 360,000 peo-
ple from their homes, and they 
continue to control key routes 
from the capital to Haiti’s nor-
thern and southern regions, 
often paralyzing the transporta-
tion of critical goods.

The selection of Conille 
as prime minister comes just 
weeks after former Haitian 
sports minister Fritz Bélizaire 
was chosen for the post in late 
April by a four-member coali-
tion within the nine-member 
transitional council in a surpri-
se announcement that angered 
many. Critics said proper pro-
cedure was not followed as dic-
tated by the framework that es-
tablished the council, so a new 
process was started to choose a 
prime minister, with dozens of 
names submitted for the post.

The drawn-out process has 
been criticized by many, inclu-
ding the Montana Accord, a 
Haitian civil society group that 
has a representative on the cou-
ncil.

In a statement Tuesday, the 
group accused the council of 
not taking any “consequential 
measures” since being installed 
as “the suffering of the people 
is getting worse, while the gan-
gs are taking control of more 
territory and committing more 
crimes.”

It also accused the council 
of not being transparent while 
choosing a new prime minister, 
saying it did not publicly share 

the criteria used or the names 
submitted, among other things.

Liné Balthazar, president of 
the Tet Kale party, called on the 
council to be transparent in an 
interview Monday with Magik9, 
a local radio station, and said 
the selection of a prime minister 
appeared improvised.

In addition to selecting a new 
prime minister, the nine-mem-
ber council, of which seven 
have voting powers, also has to 
appoint a provisional electoral 
commission, a requirement 
before elections can take place. 
The council’s non-renewable 
mandate expires Feb. 7, 2026, 
at which date a new president is 
scheduled to be sworn in.

In addition to picking a new 
prime minister, the council also 
is responsible for selecting a 
new Cabinet and holding gene-
ral elections by the end of next 
year.

The council members are 
Emmanuel Vertilaire for Petit 
Desalin, a party led by former 
senator and presidential candi-
date Jean-Charles Moïse; Smith 
Augustin for EDE/RED, a party 
led by former Prime Minister 
Claude Joseph; Fritz Alphonse 
Jean of the Montana Accord; 
Leslie Voltaire for Fanmi Lava-
las, the party of former Presi-
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide; 
Louis Gérald Gilles for the Dec. 
21 coalition that backs former 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry; 
Edgard Leblanc Fils for the Jan. 
30 Collective, which represents 
parties including that of former 
President Michel Martelly; and 
Laurent Saint-Cyr for the priva-
te sector. MDT/AP
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INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Oil cartel; 5- Bowling alley divisions; 10- Boy or man; 14- Approach; 15- 

Smell, usually a pleasant one; 16- Eye part; 17- French 101 verb; 18- Seine spot; 19- 
Little pest; 20- Kidney-related; 22- Sebaceous cyst; 24- Go sky-high; 27- Franklin 
D.’s mother; 28- Guiding light; 32- Wash cycle; 36- Relaxing resort; 37- Attempts; 
39- Ginger cookies; 40- For ___ Jolly Good Fellow; 42- Attorney follower; 44- French 
summers; 45- ___ we all?; 47- Wave-related; 49- Santa ___; 50- Hospital rooms; 51- 
Victim of accident; 53- “…countrymen, lend me your ____”; 56- Toll rds.; 57- Rousing; 
61- Upper crust; 65- Classic cars; 66- Phobias; 69- And others: Abbr.; 70- ...___ forgive 
our debtors; 71- Embankment; 72- Cigar ending; 73- Ollie’s pal; 74- Set up; 75- 
Model’s stance;
 
DOWN 1- Lulu; 2- Sneaky guy?; 3- Acquire through work; 4- Wrinkle; 5- One circuit; 
6- Constellation near Scorpius; 7- Writer Ephron; 8- Gives off; 9- Figure skater Cohen; 
10- Headache; 11- River under the Ponte 
Vecchio; 12- Actor Neeson; 13- Como 
___ usted?; 21- Couldn’t find; 23- Slips; 
25- Name on a razor; 26- Singer Bonnie; 
28- Fiddlesticks!; 29- Musical drama, usually 
sung in Italian; 30- Modern surgical tool; 31- 
Museum artifact; 33- Pertaining to birth; 34- 
Used up; 35- Composition; 38- Begin’s co-
Nobelist; 41- Hans Christian; 43- Stinging 
insect; 46- Peter the Great, e.g.; 48- Third 
Gospel; 52- Out, in bed; 54- Long arm; 55- 
Villain’s look; 57- Ladies of Sp.; 58- Student’s 
hurdle; 59- Caucus state; 60- Donated; 
62- Sock ___ me!; 63- Makes lace; 64- Gen. 
Robert ___; 67- VCR button; 68- Establish; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Teamwork propels shared actions 
for victory. You’re more powerful 
together than you think. Bold 
possibilities inspire bold advances. 
Strategize and coordinate for 
tight collaboration.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Crazy professional dreams 
seem newly possible. Polish 
your portfolios and marketing 
materials. Grab a lucky 
opportunity. Your excellent work 
gains respect.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Take a dreamy trip. Explore 
new territory to unveil a mystery. 
Investigate a fascinating curiosity. 
Beautiful revelations abound. 
Share your incredible discoveries 
far and wide.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Pursue an interesting suggestion. 
Make financial determinations 
together. A lucrative possibility 
is worth investment. Take action 
to provide what’s needed. Profit 
through collaboration.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Collaborate and coordinate 
with your partner for dreamy 
results. A crazy idea could 
actually work. Creative 
inspiration and disciplined 
action are a winning combo.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Practice your physical moves. 
Follow a captivating beat. Get 
into a productive rhythm. You’re 
building strength and endurance. 
Enjoy beautiful nature for extra 
gain.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Share dreams with someone 
inspiring. Speculate and fantasize 
about beauty, fun and delight. 
Find simple ways to realize 
romantic ideas. Discuss passions, 
interests and inspiration.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Nurture your roots and shoots. 
Share beloved family traditions 
and stories. A relative’s fantasy 
may be easy to realize. Share 
delicious moments together.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Express yourself. Plant seeds of  
possibility and nurture them in 
conversation. Share an inspiring 
dream. Write it down. Build a 
persuasive case. Discuss potential 
solutions.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Go for a lucrative opportunity. 
Your past work reflects you well. 
It pays to advertise. Conserve 
resources. A penny saved is a 
penny earned.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Contemplate mysteries. Listen to 
your intuition, heart and spirit. 
Write mission statements, schedules 
and declarations. Imagine the 
possibilities.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Pursue a personal ambition. Listen 
to someone who loves you. They 
can see where you’re blind. Set 
aside old fears. You’ve got this.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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HILLEL ITALIE, NEW YORK

ALBERT S. Ruddy, a color-
ful, Canadian-born pro-

ducer and writer who won Os-
cars for “The Godfather” and 
“Million Dollar Baby,” develo-
ped the raucous prison-sports 
comedy “The Longest Yard” 
and helped create the hit si-
tcom “Hogan’s Heroes,” has 
died at age 94.

Ruddy died “peacefully” 
Saturday at the UCLA Medical 
Center, according to a spokes-
person, who added that 
among his final words were, 
“The game is over, but we won 
the game.”

Tall and muscular, with a 
raspy voice and a city kid’s 
swagger, Ruddy produced 
more than 30 movies and was 
on hand for the very top and 
very bottom, from the “Go-
dfather” and “Million Dollar 
Baby” to “Cannonball Run II” 
and “Megaforce,” nominees 
for Golden Raspberry awards 
for worst movie of the year.

Otherwise, he had a mix of 
successes such as “The Lon-
gest Yard,” which he produ-
ced and created the story for, 
and such flops as the Arnold 
Schwarzenegger thriller “Sa-
botage.” He worked often with 
Burt Reynolds, starting with 
“The Longest Yard” and con-
tinuing with two “Cannonball 
Run” comedies and “Cloud 
Nine.” Besides “Hogan’s He-
roes,” his television credits 
include the movies “Married 
to a Stranger” and “Running 
Mates.”

Nothing looks better on 
your resume than “The Godfa-
ther,” but producing it endan-
gered Ruddy’s job, reputation 
and his very life. Frank Sinatra 
and other Italian Americans 
were infuriated by the pro-
ject, which they feared would 
harden stereotypes of Italians 
as criminals, and real-life 
mobsters let Ruddy know he 
was being watched. One ni-
ght he heard gunfire outside 
his home and the sound of his 
car’s windows being shot out.

On his dashboard was a 
warning that he should close 
the production, immediately.

Ruddy saved himself, and 
the film, through diplomacy; 
he met with crime boss Joseph 
Colombo and a couple of hen-
chmen to discuss the script.

“Joe sits opposite me, one 
guy’s on the couch, and one 
guy’s sitting in the window,” 
Ruddy told Vanity Fair in 

2009. “He puts on his little 
Ben Franklin glasses, looks at 
it (the script) for about two 
minutes. What does this mean 
“fade in?” he asked.’”

Ruddy agreed to remove a 
single, gratuitous mention of 
the word “mafia” and to make 
a donation to the Italian Ame-
rican Civil Rights League. Co-
lombo was so pleased that he 
urged Ruddy to appear with 
him at a press conference an-
nouncing his approval of the 
movie, a gathering that led to 
Ruddy’s being photographed 
alongside members of organi-

zed crime.
With the stock of parent 

company Gulf & Western dro-
pping fast, Paramount fired 
Ruddy, only to have director 
Francis Coppola object and 
get him rehired. In the end, 
mobsters were cast as extras 
and openly consulted with 
cast members. Ruddy himself 
made a cameo as a Hollywood 
studio guard.

“It was like one happy fa-
mily,” Ruddy told Vanity Fair. 
“All these guys loved the un-
derworld characters, and ob-
viously the underworld guys 

loved Hollywood.”
With a cast including Mar-

lon Brando, Al Pacino and Ro-
bert Duvall, “The Godfather” 
was a critical and commercial 
sensation and remains among 
the most beloved and quoted 
movies in history. When Rud-
dy was named winner of the 
best picture Oscar at the 1973 
ceremony, the presenter was 
Clint Eastwood, with whom 
he would produce “Million 
Dollar Baby,” the best pictu-
re winner in 2005. Upon the 
50th anniversary of “The Go-
dfather,” in 2022, Ruddy him-

self became a character. Miles 
Teller played him in “The Of-
fer,” a Paramount+ miniseries 
about the making of the mo-
vie, based on Ruddy’s expe-
riences.

“Al Ruddy was absolute-
ly beautiful to me the whole 
time on ‘The Godfather’; even 
when they didn’t want me, he 
wanted me,” Pacino said in a 
statement. “He gave me the 
gift of encouragement when I 
needed it most and I’ll never 
forget it.”

Ruddy was married to Wan-
da McDaniel, a sales execu-
tive and liaison for Giorgio 
Armani who helped make 
the brand omnipresent in 
Hollywood, whether in mo-
vies or at promotional events. 
They had two children.

Born in Montreal in 1930, 
Albert Stotland Ruddy moved 
to the U.S. as a child and was 
raised in New York City. After 
graduating from the Universi-
ty of Southern California, he 
was working as an architect 
when he met TV actor Bernard 
Fein in the early 1960s. Ruddy 
had tired of his career, and he 
and Fein decided to develop 
a TV series, even though nei-
ther had done any writing.

Their original idea was a 
comedy set in an American 
prison, but they soon chan-
ged their minds.

“We read in the paper that 
... (a) network was doing a sit-
com set in an Italian prisoner 
of war camp and we thought, 
‘Perfect,’” Ruddy later explai-
ned. “We rewrote our script 
and set it in a German POW 
camp in about two days.”

Starring Bob Crane as the 
wily Col. Hogan, “Hogan’s 
Heroes” ran from 1965-71 on 
CBS but was criticized for 
trivializing World War II and 
turning the Nazis into lovable 
cartoons. Ruddy remembered 
network head William Paley 
calling the show’s concept 
“reprehensible,” but softe-
ning after Ruddy “literally ac-
ted out an episode,” complete 
with barking dogs and other 
sound effects.

While Fein continued with 
“Hogan’s Heroes,” Ruddy tur-
ned to film, overseeing the 
low-budget “Wild Seed” for 
Brando’s production com-
pany. His reputation for ma-
naging costs proved most 
useful when Paramount Pic-
tures head Robert Evans ac-
quired rights to Mario Puzo’s 
bestselling novel “The Godfa-
ther” and sought a producer 
for what was supposed to be a 
minor, profit-taking gangster 
film.

“I got a call on a Sunday. 
‘Do you want to do The Godfa-
ther?’” Ruddy told Vanity Fair. 
“I thought they were kidding 
me, right? I said, ‘Yes, of cour-
se, I love that book’ — which I 
had never read.” MDT/AP

CINEMA

Albert Ruddy, Oscar-winning 
producer of ‘The Godfather’ and 
‘Million Dollar Baby,’ dies at 94

Producer Albert S. Ruddy accepts the Oscar for best picture for “The Godfather” at the 45th Annual Academy Awards ceremony 
in Los Angeles, Calif., on March 27, 1973

Clint Eastwood (center) who won two Oscars for “Million Dollar Baby” poses with presenters Barbra Stresiand and Dustin Hoffman, 
and producers Albert S. Ruddy (right) and Tom Rosenberg at the 77th Academy Awards Sunday, Feb. 27, 2005, in Los Angeles



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 30.05.2024

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

 ad

Enjoy the Good Life
Boa Vida Starts Here

T +853 2856 7888Discover
Now Terms & conditions apply

FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

BOXING

Usyk-Fury heavyweight 
rematch set for 
Dec. 21 in S. Arabia
THE heavyweight rematch 

between undisputed wor-
ld champion Oleksandr Usyk 
and Tyson Fury will take pla-
ce on Dec. 21 in Saudi Arabia, 
according to the advisor who 
organizes boxing events in the 
kingdom.

Turki Alalshikh, chairman 
of Saudi Arabia’s General En-
tertainment Authority, confir-
med the date of the fight on X, 
formerly Twitter, yesterday. He 
said it will take place in Riyadh, 
the location of the first fight on 
May 19.

“The world will watch ano-
ther historical fight again,” he 
wrote. “Our commitment to bo-
xing fans continues ... We hope 
you enjoy it.”

Usyk became the first undis-
puted heavyweight champion 
since 2000 when he defeated 
Fury by split decision, earning a 
narrow win on two scorecards. 
The 37-year-old Ukrainian is 
the first heavyweight to hold 
every major title belt since Len-
nox Lewis.

It was Fury’s first loss as a 
professional. MDT/AP

R
EAL Madrid 
forward Ro-
drygo has 
a t t r a c t e d 

unwanted attention 
just days before the 
Champions League 
final by saying he is 
open to leaving the 
Spanish powerhouse.

The Brazil interna-
tional went on social 
media yesterday to rei-
terate his allegiance to 
the club and say that 
his words were taken 
out of context.

“Something very 
annoying happened, 
as one of my inter-
views was completely 
taken out of context,” 

Rodrygo said on X, for-
merly known as Twit-
ter. “To be very clear: 
I’m VERY happy at Real 
Madrid. I’m living my 
dream here. I’m NOT 
thinking about leaving 

the club of my life. We 
still have history to 
make. Let’s go after the 
15th (Champions Lea-
gue title)...”

Madrid will face 
Borussia Dortmund 

in Saturday’s final in 
London.

In edited excerpts of 
an interview he gave 
to DAZN, Rodrygo had 
said that “anything can 
happen” despite him 
having a contract with 
Madrid through the 
2028 season. Using the 
past tense, he said that 
his “years with Madrid 
were a pleasure.” He 
reiterated that he has 
always wanted to be 
with the club, then ad-
ded: “But we’ll see...”

In a separate inter-
view with Brazil’s Pla-
car magazine, Rodrygo 
said he doesn’t want 
“to close any doors” 
and talked about how 
much he enjoys the 
English Premier Lea-
gue. He reiterated his 
desire to stay with Ma-
drid, but only while he 
feels he is important 
for the club, which he 
thinks “is the case ri-
ght now.”

Spanish media was 
quick to pick up on Ro-
drygo’s comments and 
start speculating about 
his future. Some criti-
cized him for talking 
about the subject so 
close to Saturday’s fi-
nal. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL | CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Rodrygo attracts 
unwanted attention 
by saying he is open 
to leaving Madrid



the 
BUZZ

USA A new poll by AAPI 
Data and AP-NORC reveals 
that most Asian Americans, 
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific 
Islanders support teaching 
the history of racism in 
U.S. schools. They oppose 
restrictions on classroom 
discussions about race and 
gender. The poll indicates that 
efforts to politicize education 
through culture war issues 
have not resonated strongly 
within these communities.

Portugal Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
secured a second $1 billion 
military aid promise from 
Belgium, including F-16 jets, 
amid a European tour. He 
visited yesterday Portugal, 
which pledged €126 million in 
additional military and financial 
aid. Putin warned of severe 
consequences if Russian soil 
is hit with Western-supplied 
weapons. The aid follows 
Spain’s commitment, with 
Hungary blocking further EU 
military support. NATO and 
EU partners are bolstering 
Ukraine’s defenses.

South Africans voted in a 
crucial election that could 
end the African National 
Congress’ (ANC) 30-year 
dominance. President Cyril 
Ramaphosa expressed 
confidence in the ANC’s 
victory despite challenges. 
High unemployment and 
poverty remain significant 
issues. The election might 
force the ANC into a coalition 
government for the first time 
if they lose their parliamentary 
majority.

Algeria proposed a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
for an immediate ceasefire 
in Gaza and to halt Israel’s 
offensive in Rafah. The draft 
demands humanitarian 
access and the release of 
hostages taken during the 
Hamas attack. The resolution 
highlights Gaza’s dire situation 
as a threat to regional peace. 
The U.S. has vetoed similar 
resolutions previously.

China and Egypt deepen cooperation 
during el-Sissi’s visit to Beijing

Egypt and China yesterday signed agreements deepening their 
cooperation during President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi’s visit to Beijing.

El-Sissi, accompanied by Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh 
Shoukry, witnessed the signing together with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in a ceremony that coincided with the 10th anniversary of 
the Egypt-China comprehensive strategic partnership.

The Egyptian delegation discussed bilateral relations and bringing 
stability to the Middle East in light of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, 
according to a statement released by the Egyptian presidency.

The agreements include collaboration in China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, which brings Chinese companies to build Chinese-fun-
ded transportation, energy, and infrastructure projects overseas.

China invested billions of dollars in Egyptian state projects, inclu-
ding the Suez Canal Economic Zone and the new Administrative 
Capital east of Cairo.

Investments between Egypt and China amounted to around $14 
billion in 2023, compared to $16.6 billion in 2022, according to the 
latest data released by Egypt’s statistics agency.

OPINION
Multipolar World
Jorge Costa Oliveira

SYLVIA HUI, LONDON

THE number of execu-
tions recorded wor-

ldwide last year jumped 
to the highest level since 
2015, with a sharp rise in 
Iran and across the Mid-
dle East, Amnesty Inter-
national said in a report 
released yesterdayy.

The human rights 
group said it recorded a 
total of 1,153 executions 
in 2023, a 30% increase 
from 2022. Amnesty said 
the figure does not in-
clude thousands of dea-
th sentences believed to 
have been carried out in 
China, where data is not 
available.

The group said the 
spike in recorded exe-
cutions was primarily 
driven by Iran, where 
authorities executed at 
least 853 people last year, 
compared to 576 in 2022.

Those executed in-
cluded 24 women and 

five people who were 
children at the time the 
crimes were committed, 
Amnesty said, adding 
that the practice dispro-
portionately affected 
Iran’s Baluch minority.

“The Iranian autho-
rities showed complete 
disregard for human life 
and ramped up execu-
tions for drug-related 
offences, further highli-
ghting the discrimina-
tory impact of the death 
penalty on Iran’s most 
marginalized and impo-
verished communities,” 
Agnès Callamard, Am-
nesty’s secretary general, 
said in a statement.

The group said China, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Soma-
lia and the United States 
were the five countries 
with the highest number 
of executions in 2023. 
The total number cited 
in Amnesty’s annual re-
port was the highest it re-
corded since 2015, when 

1,634 people were known 
to have been executed.

Callamard said pro-
gress faltered in the U.S., 
where executions rose 
from 18 to 24 and a num-
ber of states “demonstra-
ted a chilling commit-
ment to the death penal-
ty and a callous intent to 
invest resources in the 
taking of human life.”

The report cited the 
introduction of bills to 
carry out executions by 
firing squad in Idaho 
and Tennessee, and Ala-
bama’s use of nitrogen 
gas as a new, untested 
execution method in Ja-
nuary.
Amnesty said that 
despite the setbacks, 
there was progress 
because the number of 
countries that carried 
out executions dropped 
to 16, the lowest on 
record since the group 
began monitoring. 
MDT/AP

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Executions worldwide 
jumped last year to 
the highest number 
since 2015
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Overcapacity of 
Chinese EVs and 
their penetration 
into Europe

U.S. officials have been insisting on the need for 
China to curb the “industrial overcapacity” of pho-
tovoltaic products, electric batteries, and electric 
vehicles (EVs), whose exports are estimated to have 
reached 127 billion euros in 2023 (+30% compared 
to 2022).

In a recent interview with The Economist, Ma-
cron stated that “today China has an overcapacity 
of vehicles and exports them on a massive scale, 
particularly to Europe.” Let’s examine whether this 
is indeed the case, focusing on the aspect of “massi-
ve scale exports [to Europe].”

According to the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), in 2024, the market share of EVs could rea-
ch 45% in China, 25% in Europe, and >11% in the 
U.S. The vast majority of EV sales in 2023 occurred 
in China (60%), Europe (25%), and the U.S. (10%). 
Comparatively, these three major markets repre-
sent 65% of total global automobile sales.

According to KPMG, BEVs manufactured in China 
accounted for only 10% of the 1.1 million BEVs sold 
in Europe in 2022.

According to the European Automobile Manufac-
turers’ Association (ACEA), China maintained its 
position as the leading source of new car imports to 
the EU in terms of value, with a growth of 37.1% and 
a market share of 17.7%. A significant portion of this 
growth is due to EVs. According to the European Fe-
deration for Transport and Environment (T&E), EVs 
manufactured in China are expected to account for 
25% of total EV sales in Europe in 2024 (+5% com-
pared to 2023).

T&E projections estimate that [among the EVs 
manufactured in China] Chinese brands will pro-
gressively gain larger market shares – 11% by 2024 
and 20% until 2027. But it is important to clarify 
what “Chinese brands” means. In 2023, Chinese 
brands only represented a 2.5% market share of the 
European market last year, with 72% of that share 
belonging to MG, a British car brand controlled by 
the Chinese group SAIC Motor, MG being today a 
fully Chinese brand from production to design. 

Without MG, Chinese brands have only a 0.6% 
market share in Europe. This discrepancy arises 
from the fact that most vehicles imported from 
China to Europe are not Chinese brand vehicles 
but rather vehicles manufactured in China by fo-
reign brands. Tesla alone accounts for 68% of the 
EVs imported from China and registered in Western 
Europe.

It is possible that there is overproduction of Chine-
se EVs. Although it is doubtful that this is the main 
reason for the recent significant increase in EVs im-
ported from China, there are reports of over 100,000 
Chinese EVs currently parked in European ports. 
The main reasons are: (i) fear of the imposition of 
high tariffs or non-tariff obstacles by the EU; (ii) very 
difficult access to the U.S. market; and (iii) higher 
margins on sales in Europe.

The narrative of European political leaders com-
bating Chinese “overcapacity” echoes the concerns 
of European manufacturers. The truth is that nei-
ther European manufacturers planned the transi-
tion well, nor did European politicians promptly 
define public policies for the sector and the EVs 
value chain, nor can the European public opinion 
free itself from the entropies of radical environmen-
talism. It is high time for European political and bu-
siness leaders to stop looking for excuses for what 
they should have done and did not do.

linkedin.com/in/jorgecostaoliveira

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

This photo provided by the South Carolina Department of Corrections shows the state’s death chamber in Columbia


