The Alcohol
Control Law

shall amter into forca on
Sth Hovember 2023

Enjoy a healtheer life:
Qi smoking and limit alcohol
consumption!
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PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES TO AUDIT GASTRONOMY: CITY RANKS ASIA-PACIFIC GAMING

THE MANAGEMENT OF ALL OVERSEAS INDUSTRY UNDERGOING

SCHOOLS, MINISTER OF EDUCATION 10TH WORLDWIDE MICHELIN ATRANSFORMATIVE
CONFIRMED TO THE TIMES RESTAURANT DENSITY SHIFT
4aP7 4 P3

o
=
o
I
o
o
<

e
Indonesia A courtin
Baliyesterday began
the trial of an Australian
man who faces up to
12 yearsin prison if
convicted of possessing
methamphetamine under
the country's tough drug
laws. Troy Andrew Smith
(pictured), from Port
Lincolnin South Australia,
was arrested on April 30
after police raided his
hotel near Kuta beach, a
popular tourist spot, and
seized 3.15 grams of crystal
methamphetamine from
his room, authorities said.

RENATO MARQUES
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Israel-Hamas U.S. national
security adviser Jake Sullivan
yesterday pushed back
against assertions that Israel
isn't fully committed to the
cease-fire proposal with
Hamas that President Joe
Biden outlinedinlate May at
the White House. "Israel has
supplied this proposal. It has
beensitting on the table for
some time. Israel has not
contradicted or walked that
back," Sullivan said yesterday
inltaly, where Biden was set
to attend the annual Group
of Sevenleaders'summit. “To
this day they stand behind the
proposal.” "l dont think that
thereis acontradictioninthe
Israeli position,” Sullivan added.

o
-
o
I
o
o
<

SpaceX Eight former
employees sued SpaceX and
its CEO ElonMusk, alleging
that Musk ordered them fired
after they challenged what
they called rampant sexual
harassment and a hostile
‘Animal House"-style work
environment at the company.
The employees, who filed
suitina California state court,
detailed their complaints

ina 2022 openletterto
management they shared via
acompany intranet. The next
day, four of the plaintiffs were
fired, they alleged; others
were terminated later after an
internalinvestigation.

More on backpage

The SAR has established
itself as the leading
tourism revenue

generator in China,
I 4

while the country has
regained its status as top
spender: UNWTO 4¢3

MUST SURVEY
RESIDENTS’
CONSUMER

SATISFACTION
HAS LARGELY
STABILIZED

EURO 2024

Another surprise? Europe's
biggest soccer show to begin
and as usual it's unpredictable
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ASIA-PACIFIC GAMING

INDUSTRY UNDERGOING
A TRANSFORMATIVE SHIFT

NADIA SHAW

HE Asia-Pacific gaming in-
dustry is undergoing a trans-

formative shift, with various
countries implementing new
regulatory frameworks to balan-
ce growth and player protection.
A panel discussion at the recent
2024 G2E Expo shed light on the
latest trends and challenges sha-
ping this dynamic landscape.

The panel included experts
from various countries who sha-
red insights on gaming regula-
tion in their respective regions.

Moderator Rui Pinto Proen-
¢a, managing partner of MdME,
led the discussion with panelists
Lau Kok Keng, partner and head
of Gaming Law Practice at Rajah
& Tann (Singapore); Tomohi-
ro Takagi, partner at Nishimura
& Asahi (Japan); Jaewoo Kwak,
Partner at Lee & Ko (Korea); Long
Gia Nguyen, partner at Tilleke &
Gibbins (Vietnam); and Marie
Antonette Quiogue, CEO and
principal of Arden Consult (Phi-
lippines).

STRICT REGULATIONS
AND MONEY LAUNDERING
SCANDAL

The Singaporean government
has implemented a regulatory
framework that allows casinos to
operate only in the form of inte-
grated resorts (IRs), such as the
iconic Marina Bay Sands. Despite
only having two casinos, com-
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bined gaming revenue surged
to SGD5.25 billion (MOP31.35
billion) in 2023.

In 2020, a major money laun-
dering scandal rocked Singapore,
involving a network of PRC Chi-
nese nationals who had taken on
“different nationalities” to evade
detection.

“The scandal led to the seizu-
re of assets worth SGD3 billion
(MOP17.9 billion), with the ma-
jority belonging to individuals
who had fled the country, so of
course there is need to regulate,”
said Kok Keng.

The People’s Republic of China
(PRC) reacted to the scandal and
hasissued warnings to its citizens
not to gamble in Singapore. The
Chinese embassy in Singapore
posted a statement on WeChat,
urging Chinese citizens to refrain
from gambling, even if it is legal
in Singapore.

The scandal has had signifi-
cant implications for the gaming
sector in Singapore; with the
courts never having the chance to
determine whether gains derived
from alicensed operator overseas
would be considered proceeds of
crime. This has raised concerns
about the potential for cross-bor-
der money laundering and the
impact on the industry.

PLAYER PROTECTION
Singapore has been at the fo-

refront of player protection, with

measures in place to limit the

i

T 4 MacauDaily srymamm®

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrdo,
Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa, Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, Jodo Palla Martins, Jorge Costa
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield,
Sérgio de Almeida Correia, Viviana Segui DESIGNER_ Rebeca Aimeida | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property,
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacaoNews,
Xinhua SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao

SEND NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND PRESS RELEASES TO: NEWSROOM@MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM WEBSITE: WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

number of visits by local players
to casinos. The entry levy has in-
creased to SGD150 (MOP 895) per
24 hours, and annual passes now
cost SGD 3,000 (MOP17,908). The
government has also extended
the exclusion scheme to include
individuals receiving social assis-
tance and those who receive cri-
minal legal aid.

Comparably, Japan's gaming
industry has also undergone sig-
nificant changes, with the intro-
duction of the IR Promotion Law
and the IR Implementation Law.

The country has learned a lot
from Singapore and other juris-
dictions, with measures in place
to protect local players. The entry
fee in Japan, described by Takagi,
“locals must pay JPY6,000 and
are limited to playing three days
aweek and ten times a month.”

STRICT GAMING REGULATIONS
AND SOCIAL IMPACT

Macau is one of the most ma-
ture gaming markets in Asia and
it focused on the traditional ca-
sino model. Newer gaming hubs
like Singapore, the Philippines
and Vietnam are investing in in-
tegrated resorts and online ga-
ming, which may be more attrac-
tive to players.

Macau’s gaming revenue was
MOP80.14  billion (USD9.93
billion) in the first half of 2023, a
205% year-on-year surge. In con-
trast, South Korea’s casino reve-
nues are roughly a sixth the size
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of Las Vegas's alone, generating

around $1.3 billion (MOP10.4
billion).
In South Korea, there are

around 20 casinos, but most are
“foreigner only,” meaning only
non-Korean citizens can enter
and play. The only place where
Korean nationals can enjoy casi-
no gambling legally is Gangwon
Land Casino.

Conversely, Macau allows both
locals and foreigners to gamble.
Allowing locals to gamble is cru-
cial for market growth, but South
Korea is unlikely to change this
regulation anytime soon.

When asked about the social
impact of gaming in the Philippi-
nes, Quiogue noted that while
formal statistics are not yet avai-
lable, the industry’s effects could
be understood through general
statistics and societal context.

“The Philippines is predomi-
nantly Catholic, with approxima-
tely 80% of the population identi-
fying as Catholic.”

This strong religious influence
has shaped the way gaming has
been introduced to society, with
the Catholic Church exerting a
significant influence on both po-
litics and society in the Philippi-
nes.

Despite all countries experien-
cing a backlash about the societal
impact of the gaming industry,
the government and casino ope-
rators hope to continue regula-
ting the industry and promoting
transparency, with a focus on res-
ponsible gambling measures to
mitigate these concerns.

GROWING MARKETS

While traditional gaming hubs
like Macau focus on the casino
model, newer markets in the re-
gion are embracing integrated
resorts and online gaming.

Vietnam’s pilot program for
local players “requires a mini-
mum age of 21 and a minimum
income of $400 (MOP3,219),
and it has been successful,” said
Nguyen. The government is con-
sidering extending the program
and making it more flexible for
foreign investors.

“We are looking at ways to at-
tract more capital investment
into the country,” said Nguyen.
“We want to make sure that the
regulatory framework is robust
enough to attract foreign inves-
tors and allow them to build inte-
grated resorts.”

The Philippines has also seen
significant growth in its gaming
industry, with a focus on integra-
ted resorts and land-based casi-
nos.

“We have seen a lot of interest
from foreign investors in our ga-

ming industry,” said the CEO of
Arden Consult.

“We are working to create a
regulatory framework that is at-
tractive to foreign investors and
allows them to build IRs.”

Quiogue describes new pro-
jects as “expanding beyond Ma-
nila, with Clark experiencing a
resurgence in growth and plans
to replicate this in Boracay.”

The Philippines has been ac-
tively promoting its gaming in-
dustry, with a focus on integrated
resorts and land-based casinos.
The country’s unique “hybrid
model” allows land-based casi-
nos to offer online gaming servi-
ces, making it an attractive desti-
nation for customers.

When asked about online ga-
ming, Quiogue said the adoption
of online gaming casinos in the
Philippines.

In 2020, during the pandemic,
land-based casinos were permit-
ted to offer online gaming servi-
ces to their existing VIP clients.
This allowed domestic players to
bet online through a limited li-
censing regime extended to exis-
tingland-based casinos as an on-
line component to their current
land-based license.

NEW HORIZONS: THAILAND

Thailand is also looking to le-
galize casinos, with a draft bill
currently being considered.

“We are looking at ways to le-
galize casinos and create a regu-
latory framework that is attracti-
ve to foreign investors,” said Kok
Keng. “We want to make sure that
the industry is regulated in a way
that protects players and preven-
ts problem gambling.”

They have proposed a tax rate
of at least 30% on gaming reve-
nues and minimum age and ear-
nings requirements for players.

The gaming expert shared his
insights on Thailand, stating, “I
heard that the tourism depart-
ment in Thailand has signaled
that they are trying to push back
on the proposal.” The suggestion
is that they are seeking to obtain
the advantage that would come
with the tourism. “But from the
government’s perspective, I think
there’s always a tax element to be
collected from the big casino re-
gistration.”

“Thailand is currently pro-
posing a very competitive rate
of 17%. I don't know if that can
happen, but that rate is very
competitive compared to 30% in
Vietnam and Japan or 20% in Ko-
rea.” Kok Keng believes that this
nevertheless represents a very
feasible plan, which may happen
in the future in Thailand, appro-
ximately in 2029.

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

Kowie Geldenhuys

Jackson, Emilie Tran,

Advertisement

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



VICTORIA CHAN

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 14.06.2024

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page 3
&M MACAU

.
[
3
»
]
W
|

tourism revenue: UNWTO

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU has solidified
its position as the
top tourism revenue
generator in China,
surpassing other prominent na-

GASTRONOMY

tions, according to a report from
the United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO).

Macau secured 13th position
in the global ranking of countries
and regions generating the highest
revenue in the tourism sector.

With an impressive growth rate
of 275% in 2023 compared to the
previous year, Macau’s tourism
revenue amounted to a staggering
USD32.6 billion.

The latest data from the
UNWTO reveals Macau’s excep-

Macau ranks 10th worldwide

tional performance, with its tou-
rism revenue outstripping that
of countries like India and Mexi-
co. The United States topped the
list with USD175.9 billion in tou-
rism revenue, followed by Spain
with USD92 billion and the
United Kingdom with USD73.9
billion.

Chinese tourists played a signi-
ficant role in driving international
tourism spending, surpassing the
United States in 2023.

China has recovered its posi-
tion as top spender on internatio-
nal tourism in 2023 as Asia and the
Pacific consolidates its recovery
from the impacts of the pandemic.

In 2022, the list of top spenders
was headed by the United States.
France, Spain and USA took the
top spots for most-visited destina-
tions.

Last year, Chinese travelers
spent a staggering USD197.7
billion, reaffirming their position
as the top spenders on interna-
tional tourism. North American
tourists, on the other hand, spent
USD123.2 billion internationally.

The recovery of Asia and the
Pacific region from the pandemic’s
impact played a crucial role in
China’s resurgence as the leading
spender on international tourism
in 2023.

Among the top 10 spenders in
2023, China was followed by the
United States (USD150 billion),
Germany (USD112 billion), the
United Kingdom (USD110 billion),

and France (USDA49 billion).

Notably, India rose to the ei-
ghth position, showcasing the
country’s growing importance as
a source market.

While France retained its po-
sition as the world’s most visited
destination with 100 million in-
ternational tourist arrivals in 2023,
Macau solidified its standing as a
top earner in international tou-
rism receipts, securing a place
among the top 15 tourism earners
globally.

As the world looks ahead to a
full recovery in the tourism sector
in 2024, Macau’s growth and con-
tribution to the industry serves as
a positive sign.

The global tourism landscape
is expected to witness a 2% grow-
th above 2019 levels, supported
by robust demand, improved air
connectivity, and the ongoing re-
covery of major Asian markets, in-
cluding China.

Recently, Macau, for the first
time, was ranked the most satis-
factory destination for mainland
outbound tourists in the first
quarter of the year, thanks to a
number of favorable policies that
have bolstered the city’s tourism
industry.

According to the China Tou-
rism Academy (CTA), Macao sco-
red 83.49 in the satisfaction-level
ranking of destinations visited
by mainland outbound tourists,
ranking top, while Hong Kong se-
cured seventh spot with 81.77.

STOCK SLUMP FOR
CASINOS AFTER FREE

Michelin restaurant density

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU ranks 10th

worldwide and 3rd
in Asia for cities with the
highest concentration of
Michelin starred restau-
rants per capita, accor-
ding to a recent report by
Chef’s Pencil.

Despite Macau’s
modest population of
680,000, the territory has
attracted an impressive
16 Michelin-starred res-
taurants, including two
establishments that have
been awarded the cove-
ted three-Michelin-star
rating.

Robuchon au Déme,
located in the Grand
Lisboa casino hotel, has
been praised for its Fren-
ch fine dining and thea-
trical dining experience.
Renowned French chef
Joél Robuchon runs the
restaurant, and is known
as the “Chef of the Cen-
tury.”

Jade Dragon in The

Lisboa Hotel specializes
in Cantonese cuisine and
has earned three Miche-
lin stars for over 10 years,
a remarkable achieve-
ment for a Chinese res-
taurant.

With 16 Michelin res-
taurants but a small
population of under
700,000, Macau has
shown it can punch
above its weight in at-
tracting and supporting
high-end gastronomy.
This has helped elevate
its reputation as a glo-
bal culinary destination
alongside other Asian
powerhouses like Hong

Kong and Tokyo.
Globally, Macau ranks

behind only Kyoto, Ja-

pan, and Paris, France,

in terms of Michelin
restaurant density. Kyo-
to tops the list with one
Michelin establishment
for every 14,637 residen-
ts, while Paris has one for
every 17,235 people.
Rounding out the top
five areWashington, D.C.,
Antwerp, and Osaka. Ma-
cau’s culinary rival Hong
Kong, meanwhile, has 79
restaurants, or one for
every 94,823 people.
There are 16 Macau
restaurants listed in the

Michelin Guide Hong
Kong and Macau 2024,
including the three-s-
tar establishments Jade
Dragon and Robuchon
au Dome. The territory
also has six two-star res-
taurants and eight one-
-star restaurants in the
guide.

Macau’s Michelin stars
dropped in the 2024 “Mi-
chelin Guide Hong Kong
Macau” despite new ad-
ditions to the list.

Previously, food cri-
tics have noted that
the wider options in Ma-
cau securing Michelin
stars this year is a signal
the city should have a
more diverse dining of-
fering.

While promoting it-
self as a UNESCO City of
Gastronomy, Macau has
been accused of having
too narrow a choice of
cuisines. It is also part of
the reason more local re-
sidents have decided to
go north for food.

SNACK BAN

HARES of Macau ca-

sino stocks generally
slumped Wednesday
after reports the gover-
nment had asked casi-
nos to cease providing
complimentary snacks
to patrons, according to
a research report from
Morgan Stanley.

The financial firm be-
lieves this new measure
could affect overall ca-
sino footfall, though the
impact on gross gaming
revenue (GGR) is expec-
ted to be minimal.

This is because the
policy primarily aims
to discourage non-
-gambling tourists from
taking advantage of the
free food offerings, whi-
le regular gamblers will
still be able to easily

obtain complimentary
snacks.
“The new measure

mainly targets preven-
ting non-gambling visi-
tors from enjoying free
snacks in the casinos,
while gamblers can still

easily obtain the com-
plimentary refreshmen-
ts,” the Morgan Stanley
report stated.

The Macau govern-
ment has not yet issued
an official statement on
the reported measure,
but industry analysts
believe it is part of the
region’s efforts to pro-
mote responsible gam-
bling and streamline ca-
sino operations.

Several readers told
the Times that they have
observed on a casino
floor Wednesday that
certain food and drinks
were exclusively availa-
ble to VIP card holders,
in contrast to the past
when they were accessi-
ble to all, including non-
-VIP card holders.

A catering company
employee also noted a
significant decrease in
orders from a gaming
operator who previously
purchased various pas-
tries and bread from the
company.



page 4
MACAU #F9

T 4 MacauDaily mrisasss

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
14.06.2024 fri

DENGUE FEVER RISK HIGH
IN MACAU

Health authorities have warned residents
to guard against dengue fever after
weeks of heavy rainfall and high humidity.
“Macau is experiencing a high-risk
season and the probability of local cases
arising has not been excluded,” the
statement said. The Aedes Albopictus
(tiger mosquito) species can transmit
dengue fever and is common in Macau,
preferring small pools of stagnant water.
The bureau noted neighboring regions,
such as Singapore and Malaysia, have
seen significant increases in Dengue
Fever cases this year. Local cases have
also been reported in Hong Kong and
Guangzhou.

MPU RANKS IN TOP 400 IN
TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION

The Times Higher Education World
University Impact Rankings 2024 has
placed Macao Polytechnic University
(MPU) between 301st and 400th.

This marks MPU's debut in the overall
rankings and positions as the top-
ranked university in the SAR. The Times
Higher Education World University
Impact Rankings is a global assessment
of universities that ranks institutions
across four areas: research, stewardship,
outreach, and teaching, aligning with

the United Nations' 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). MPU has
also advanced to the 72nd position
globally in the scope of "Decent Work
and Economic Growth" among the United
Nations' sustainable development goals.

MGTO RETURNS TO FESTAS
DE LISBOA TO PROMOTE
THE CITY

The Macau Government Tourism Office
(MGTO) made its return to the Lisbon
Festivities this year, marking the first time
the organization has participated since
the Covid-19 pandemic. The highlight

of Macau's involvement was a dazzling
display of traditional dragon dancing

as part of the Lisbon Popular Marches
parade on the evening of June 12. The
Popular Marches parade is an iconic
annual event that celebrates the city's
month-long festivities. With over 90 years
of history, the parade features elaborate
costumes and performances from diverse
neighborhoods across Lisbon.

HELICOPTER SERVICES
POSSIBLE AT TAIPA
TERMINAL IN 2025

Helicopter services could be available

as early as the second half of 2025 at
Taipa's ferry terminal, according to a

Civil Aviation Authority official. Fong Wai
Long, vice president of the AACM, told
lawmakers recently authorities have been
communicating with service operators to
increase flight routes and destinations
based on market demand starting in
2025. Since the opening of the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, demand for
helicopter flights has decreased under
less favorable conditions, the official said.
The discussion emerged as lawmakers
explored developing a "low-altitude
economy,” revolving around manned and
unmanned aviation in low altitudes. Safety
concerns include Macau's limited airspace
and high building and population density.

GRAND PRIX

FIA OPENS APPLICATION FOR
DRIVERS TO RACE AT GT WORLD
CUP AND FR WORLD CUP

RENATO MARQUES

NTRIES for the FIA GT

World Cup are now open
and will be accepted until July
29 via a dedicated registration
platform, with a maximum of
23 grid slots, the FIA annou-
nced through several online
platforms.

The governing body of in-
ternational motorsports also
noted that entries to the FIA
FR World Cup will be open
until July 24, with the grid
being able to accommodate
a maximum of 27 Tatuus For-
mula Regional chassis equi-
pped with Autotecnica-built
Alfa Romeo engines.

Both competitions will be
held across two race heats,
with Saturday’s qualifying ra-
ces followed by Sunday’s title-
-deciding main races.

As in previous iterations of
this historic competition, the
FIA FR World Cup will feature
two qualifying sessions.

Race durations for the GT
World Cup machinery will be
12 and 16 laps respectively,
while Formula Regional cars
will race on distances of 10
and 15 laps.

Maintaining the tradition
of FIA-sanctioned single-sea-
ter racing at the Guia Circuit,
the FIA FR World Cup winner
will also be recognized as the
overall winner of the Macau
Grand Prix.

This year marks the seven-
th edition of the FIA GT World
Cup and the inaugural FIA FR
World Cup, which replaces the
role of the FIA F3 World Cup.

On the topic, Emanue-
le Pirro, president of the FIA
Single-Seater Committee,
said, “The FIA FR World Cup
represents the ultimate test
for drivers on the junior sin-
gle-seater ladder. Macau is a
dream circuit and the ideal
location for such a one-off
event. With the opening of the
entry process on June 12, we

are anticipating a great deal
of interest from teams and
drivers from across the global
network of Formula Regional
Championships, Certified by
FIA and beyond. The entry
process will be rigorous, and
we will ensure that the brigh-
test emerging talents are the
ones who take to the track in
Macau in November. The dri-
vers will love it.”

On behalf of the FIA GT
World Cup, Marek Naware-
cki, FIA Senior Circuit Sport
Director, said, “Last year’s re-

turn of the FIA GT World Cup
to Macau turned out to be a
great success story. The GT3
ruleset is going from stren-
gth to strength, with pretty
much all the premium ma-
nufacturers not only having a
presence in this class but also
developing new cars. There-
fore, for 2024, we are looking
forward to perhaps an even
stronger event with some of
the world’s best GT drivers on
the grid and hopefully even
more manufacturers repre-
sented.”

Water consumption rises 10%, but
government keeps rates steady

STAFF REPORTER

ACAU has seen a

significant rise in
water consumption in
the first five months of
2024, with an approxima-
tely 10% increase com-
pared to the same period
last year.

Nacky Kuan, the exe-
cutive director of the
Macao Water Supply
Company, attributes this
surge to the strong de-
mand from the industrial
and commercial sectors
as tourism activity rebou-
nds following pandemic
restrictions.

The data reveals water

use by hotels, restauran-
ts, and other businesses
directly supporting the
tourism industry is 20%
higher, effectively reflec-

ting Macau’s broader
economic recovery as a
popular global tourism

destination.

However, not all sec-
tors have fully regained
their pre-pandemic le-
vels of water usage, with
smaller businesses like
shops and service pro-
viders classified as small

and medium enterprises
still trailing behind.

Interestingly, hou-
sehold water use has
seen a slight year-on-year
decrease, which Kuan
attributes to residents
more consciously con-
serving water and pur-
suing outbound travel
opportunities outside of
Macau more than before
the pandemic.

Despite rising costs,
as the price of untreated
water imported from
mainland China has in-
creased 20% in the past
two years, the Marine
and Water Bureau has
reassured the public that

there are no imminent
plans to pass these addi-
tional expenses directly
onto citizens in the form
of higher water rates.

Director Susana Wong
said the government’s
policy is to annually
subsidize over MOP200
million to offset rate in-
creases and keep water
affordable for all residen-
ts.

Kuan expected the
rate of increase in water
consumption to slow
down in the latter half of
this year, leading to an es-
timated year-on-year rise
of 55% in the full-year
water consumption.
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TIS highlights success of
alumni in awards ceremony

NADIA SHAW

International School
of Macau (TIS) honored
the achievements of for-
mer students at its annual

alumni awards ceremony last night,
inspiring the next generation of stu-
dents.

Established in 2002, TIS has
come a long way since its first ba-
tch of graduates left in 2009, and
the school’s dedication to setting its
students up for success has never
wavered.

The current cohort of students
have received an impressive 600+
university offers worldwide, inclu-
ding prestigious institutions like Co-
lumbia, UCL, University of Edinbur-
gh, Parsons, Purdue, MUST, and the
University of Hong Kong.

These remarkable results un-
derscore TIS' commitment to pro-
viding its students with the skills
and knowledge necessary to suc-
ceed in their future endeavors.

The alumni awards ceremony

recognized the outstanding contri-
butions and successes of TIS alum-
ni in various fields, including avia-
tion, veterinary science, medicine,
performing arts and motorsports.
Awards were given to three
alumni, Daniel Figueiredo - class of
2012 (Aviation), Tiffany Ng - class of
2017 (Occupational Therapy), Joy
Kuai - class of 2017 (Aviation). The-
se individuals showcase TIS’ ability

to foster diverse talents and the po-
sitive impact its graduates have on
the world.

Before the celebration, the Ti-
mes spoke to Lorne Schmidt, head
of School to highlight the history,
achievements and unique expe-
riences offered to students who at-
tend TIS.

TIS offers the Alberta educatio-
nal framework and is also authori-

zed to offer the International Bac-
calaureate Diploma Program (IB)
to senior students. From grade 10
onwards, students must complete
the Alberta High School Diploma,
while the IB is optional.

“IB is well known in the universi-
ty circles for its rigor,” said Schmidt.

Students have the flexibility to
choose between the Internatio-
nal Baccalaureate (IB) and Alberta
High School Diploma, but Schmidt
said universities are well aware of
the caliber of students they receive
from TIS.

He highlighted the school’s uni-
que approach to learning, which
focuses on developing a concep-
tual understanding in the content
that students study. This approach
goes beyond mere information ga-
thering, “as anyone can access in-
formation online.” Instead, TIS stu-
dents learn “to apply and utilize the
information” they gather, making
them valuable assets to universities
and future employers.

The school prioritizes skill de-

riculum, preparing students better
for university and their future ca-
reers.

“We incorporate a lot of STEAM
projects within our curriculum,
even in subjects that are not scien-
ce or math or art, but social studies
and language arts.”

Schmidt emphasized the im-
portance of critical thinking as
“being able to voice one’s opinion
and being open-minded to diffe-
rent perspectives and viewpoints.”

The school’s focus on develo-
ping “essential skills” in its students
prioritizes engagement in learning
and building conceptual unders-
tanding rather than mere memori-
zation.

In an effort to foster personal
growth and development, educa-
tors at TIS encourage students to
take risks and step out of their com-
fort zones.

This includes public speaking,
such as “giving presentations, whi-
ch s a valuable skill that can be ho-
ned through extracurricular activi-
ties like student council, volunteer
work, and clubs like Model United
Nations. The Duke of Edinburgh
program also provides opportu-
nities for students to expand their
skill set and develop personally.”

By embracing risk-taking, stu-
dents can build confidence and
become well-rounded individuals,
he said.

& AD

Gordon Ramsay Pub & Grill
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AL PLENARY

RETRIEVED |
IDLE, SECRE"

RENATO MARQUES

HE Secretary for

Transport and Public
Works, Raimundo do Ro-
sario, has refuted claims
from several people
and most recently from
lawmaker Zheng Anting
that the land plots pre-
viously retrieved by the
government due to con-
cession expiration are
idle or abandoned.

This assertion came at
a recent plenary session
at the Legislative Assem-
bly.

In a response to an in-
quiry by lawmaker Zheng,
who called on the govern-
ment to utilize these land
plots for sports and leisu-
re, Rosdrio said, “It is not
within my competence to
decide on the purpose for
the land recovered for the
Macau land reserves.” He
added there are no unu-
sed or wasted land plots
in the government’s pos-
session.

Rosdrio also disclosed
statistical data showing
the government has
used around 27% of the
720,000 square meters of
idle land plots with expi-
red concessions in recent

AL PLENARY

RENATO MARQUES

LAND RESERVES NOT
ARY CLAIMS

years. He reiterated that
various public services
and departments have
the right to propose uses
for these land resources.
Regarding the re-
maining 73% of the land
reserves yet to be allo-
cated, he said the gover-
nment must preserve
some of these valuable
resources for future de-
velopment and needs.
“You can say that the
government is stingy or
tight-fisted, for using
only 27% of the land re-
sources, but it is a deli-

berate government de-
cision,” Rosdrio said. He
added that future admi-
nistrations could choose
to use all the reserves if
they wish.

Rosério compared
land reserves to financial
reserves, noting that both
have the same general
purpose.

Several lawmakers pro-
posed temporarily using
some of the land plots as
parking lots while awai-
ting development, which
can take several years.

However, Rosério said

there are currently enou-
gh parking spaces in Ma-
cau for existing vehicles,
adding these land reser-
ves would be unsuitab-
le for use as parking lots
given most of the unas-
signed land resources are
located in Taipa and Co-
loane, where there is no
pressing need to increase
parking capacity.

He acknowledged the
suggestion could be be-
neficial if suitable spaces
in the Peninsula were in-
cluded, where demand
for parking is higher.

Access of foreigners to Henggin 'none
of our business, Wong Sio Chak says

RENATO MARQUES

E easing of border pro-
cedures for foreigners to
access Henggin was once
again a topic of discussion at
the recent plenary session at
the Legislative Assembly.

Lawmaker Wang Sai Man
once again called for facili-
tating border procedures to
Henggqin to foreigners, inclu-
ding Macau residents.

In response, the Secretary
for Security, Wong Sio Chak,
said visa-related issues for
entering the mainland are
beyond the scope oflocal au-
thorities and depend exclusi-
vely on Central government
policies.

Wong said the Macau
border post area at Hengqin
Border Post operates throu-
gh a one-stop border, which

“is intended for residents of
mainland China, holders of
the ‘Safe conduct for Travel
to Hong Kong and Macau,
and permanent residents of
Macau and Hong Kong who
hold the ‘Safe conduct for
entry and exit from China for
residents of Hong Kong and

Macau’”

He said mainland au-
thorities are considering
expanding the coverage of
the channels recipients to
include foreigners residing in
Macau.

“If there is any relevant
progress, it will be announ-

ced in due course,” he said,
noting that suggestions such
as issuing a special safe con-
duct or other documents, or
creating alink between a visa
and local identification cards
are matters that fall exclusi-
vely under the jurisdiction of
the mainland government.

MUST SURVEY

MACAU CONSUMER
SATISFACTION HOLDS
STEADY

HOWARD TONG

new survey from the Institute for Sustainable

Development (ISD) at the Macau University
of Science and Technology (MUST) has found
Macau residents’ consumer satisfaction has lar-
gely stabilized.

On a 100-point scale, satisfaction with clo-
thing and footwear purchases scored 75.4, a sli-
ghtincrease of 1.21% from 2023. Satisfaction with
dining and drinks, however, dipped 1.79% to 71.2,
primarily due to a decline in the “value for mo-
ney” index.

MUST conducted the 2024 Consumer Satisfac-
tion Index Survey from March 19 to April 11, ga-
thering responses from 919 Macau residents.

“The results are more stable than expected,”
said Li Yanchen, Assistant Professor at MUST’s
Faculty of Business.

“Last year saw a sharp rebound as the economy
recovered, but this year the indices have remai-
ned relatively flat, which is a positive sign of in-
dustry efforts.”

The survey also found consumer satisfaction in
Zhuhai has surpassed Macau for two consecutive
years, both in dining and clothing/footwear. Li
said factors like transportation, service, product
variety, and exchange rates play a major role.

“We hope local merchants will continue im-
proving product quality and stabilizing prices to
provide good value for consumers,” Li added.

PUBLIC WORKS

NEW LANDFILL
FLYOVERS SET TO
BEGIN CONSTRUCTION

IN Q4

STAFF REPORTER

HE construction of flyovers in Zone A and B

of Macau’s new landfills is slated to commen-
ce in the fourth quarter of this year, according to
government officials.

The project, which has drawn media attention
regarding its potential impact on the landscape
surrounding the Guia lighthouse, was addressed
by Deland Leong, the president of the Cultural
Affairs Bureau in a recent TDM Forum.

She said only a small portion of the project
would require the Chief Executive’s approval
for the lighthouse’s landscape, and preliminary
analysis has suggested the area involved would
not be considered a building, thus minimizing its
impact on the historical city.

The flyover will span approximately 3.2 kilo-
meters, with a maximum elevation of 25.8 meters.

According to the Public Works Bureau, the pro-
ject is not considered a building construction
venture, and the height restriction around the
Guia lighthouse does not apply.

Furthermore, the project’s location is not de-
signated as a real property under the Cultural He-
ritage Protection Law, nor is it situated within a
buffer zone.

The government official said the bureau and
UNESCO have been in regular communication
about the project, ensuring the necessary con-
siderations are made to preserve the historic
landscape.
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The Minister of Education, Science, and Innovation of Portugal,
Fernando Alexandre

Portuguese
authorities

to audit all
overseas schools

RENATO MARQUES

E Minister of Edu-
cation, Science, and
Innovation of Portugal
(MECI), Fernando Ale-

xandre, has asked the Court of Au-
ditors for an audit on the mana-
gement of all Portuguese Schools
operating in the Community of
Portuguese Language Countries
(CPLP), including Macau, the
office from the Minister has con-
firmed to the Times. According
to a written response to a Times
inquiry, the audit was requested
May 26 and will involve schools
in Cape Verde, Angola, Mozam-
bique, Sdo Tomé and Principe,
Timor-Leste, and Macau.

The office also confirmed the-
re was a previous complaint filed
with the Ministry regarding the
Portuguese School of Dili (Timor-
-Leste) and the management of
Acécio de Brito, the current di-
rector of the Portuguese School of
Macau (EPM).

According to the Alexandre’s
office, the Inspectorate-General
of Education and Science had
previously conducted an ins-
pection following the complaint
to the Portuguese School of Dili.
However, this did not produce
conclusive results, “which led the
previous government to order the
case to be archived,” the Minis-
ter’s office said.

As the Times reported yester-
day, the Alexandres office has
also recently notified the ma-
nagement of the EPM it will not
provide additional teachers to
replace those who may be laid off
in the future.

“In the meantime, given the
lack of teachers in Portugal, MECI
has already noted teachers will
not be made available to replace
those the school management
may dismiss,” Alexandre was
quoted as saying to the Portu-

guese language newspaper Hoje
Macau.

The office of the minister also
admitted to communicating with
the school board, seeking addi-
tional clarification and informa-
tion on the dismissal of over a
dozen teachers from the school
atthe end of the academic year.

As the Times has reported
earlier, a letter issued by the local
section of the Social Democratic
Party (PSD) has called for the re-
signation of the Consul-General
of Portugal in Macau, Alexandre
Leitdo, amid controversies sur-
rounding the dismissal of EPM
teachers.

The letter includes allegations
and suggestions about teachers
who have been suggested to have
been hired to replace those dis-
missed as “close friends and the
girlfriend” of the EPM director,
calling on the director to return to
Portugal before those “intimately
connected to him” arrive in Ma-
cau to teach in the school.

Over the weekend, the con-
sul general defended the school
against allegations regarding in-
ternal hiring and restructuring
decisions.

Speaking to the public broad-
caster TDM, Leitao argued there
is a mandate for the Portuguese
School of Macau Foundation,
stating, “there are corporate bo-
dies, and they have the responsi-
bility to make decisions and they
are responsible for the results.
When we are given the oppor-
tunity to analyze the results, we
will be available to ask questions,
query the results, and make any
assessment that needs to be
made,” Leitao said.

Fernando Alexandre took
office as the new MECI April 2
this year, after a government
restructure in Portugal following
the legislative election results on
March 10.

4l ADVERTORIAL

SARNDS CHINA NEWS

‘Sands Children’s Day for Music and Arts’
Shares Magic of Music

Performances and immersive exploration
at teamLab SuperNature Macao

A group of Sands Cares Ambassadors hosted local
families from the Children’s Dream Alliance at teamlLab
SuperNature Macao May 29, in celebration of International
Children’s Day.

The Sands Children’s Day for Music and Arts was held
as part of the ongoing celebration of the 15th anniversary
of the Sands Cares Ambassador programme, giving
the 70 participants a day of immersive art experiences
and creating lasting memories together in a vibrant and
creative environment.

Sands Children’s Day for Music and Arts was aimed at
bringing art into every home in the community and fostering
a sense of joy and fulfilment through art interaction. The
participating families were treated to a mesmerising
quartet performance featuring beloved movie soundtracks
known to every household. The Macao Orchestra
specially arranged enchanting and lively musical pieces
for the event, filled with a magical atmosphere and upbeat
rhythms, aimed at letting everyone step into a world of
childlike wonder through music.

The delightful musical experience took place in the
enchanting setting of teamlLab SuperNature Macao.
Following the performance, guests had the opportunity
to freely explore the innovative fusion of technology
and art within the exhibition, immersing themselves in a
captivating world of creativity.

In celebration of the spirit of International Children’s Day
on June 1, the Sands Cares Ambassadors extended their
warm wishes to the children at the event by presenting
them with gift packages purchased from the Fuhong
Society of Macau.

Initiatives like Sands Children’s Day for Music and Arts
are an outlet for Sands China to carry out its commitment to
the local community through the Sands Cares Ambassador
programme. Established in August 2009, the programme
has grown to include over 3,300 dedicated volunteers,
serving as a platform for them to serve the local community
by organising a wide range of community activities and
engaging in volunteer work. Through sharing warmth and
care with disadvantaged groups, Sands China seeks to
actively contribute to the social development of Macao
and help build a harmonious and inclusive society.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINATO PROPEL ENERGY
STORAGE INDUSTRY IN THE
GREATER BAY AREA

ANALYSIS

HINA is actively ad-

vancing the new

energy sector in the

Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(GBA) in southern China, at-
tracting top-tier manufactu-
ring firms to the region.

An exemplary achievement
in this initiative is an ener-
gy storage company in the
Nansha District of the Greater
Bay Area. Within just 320 days,
the company transformed a
270,000-square-meter waste-
land into a lithium-ion battery
manufacturing base and a re-
search and development cen-
ter, as reported by China Cen-
tral Television (CCTV).

Zhu Kunqging, the general
manager of Guangzhou Rong-
jie Energy Technology, explai-
ned that the decision to estab-
lish operations in the GBA was
influenced by the area’s abun-
dant talent pool.

“Lithium-ion batteries, es-
pecially those used in energy
storage, represent a highly te-
chnical and expansive industry,
necessitating a significant de-
mand for skilled professionals.
The Pearl River Delta is recogni-
zed as the cradle of the lithium
battery industry, providing us
access to a wealth of talent,”
CCTV quoted Zhu Kunging.

According to the World In-
tellectual Property Organiza-
tion’s Global Innovation Index
2023, the Shenzhen-Hong
Kong-Guangzhou science and
technology cluster has consis-
tently ranked second globally
for four years in a row, Emirates
News Agency has reported.

To remain at the forefront
of the industry, Zhu revealed
that the company has made a
substantial investment of $2.7
billion and anticipates an an-
nual revenue of $4.8 billion. The
company employs a research
and development team of over
300 experts to steer production.

“In ensuring the implemen-
tation of our technical concep-
ts, our construction, planning,
and design teams bring exten-
sive experience. This expertise
is a key reason for our rapid de-
velopment,” Zhu stated.

Looking ahead, Guangdong
Province has set an ambitious
target to achieve an annual re-
venue of CN¥1 trillion (appro-
ximately $138 billion) from its
new energy storage industry by
2027. Cheng Hailiang, deputy
director of the Nansha District
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Bureau of Development and
Reform, emphasized that the
government provides robust
support to foster entrepreneu-
rship in this emerging field.
“We offer policy support for
land use and project incuba-
tion to new energy enterprises.
Additionally, we have dedica-
ted teams to ensure projec-
ts transition smoothly from
construction to operational
phases,” Cheng noted.
Lithium-ion batteries play
a crucial role in various sec-
tors, including electronics and
clean energy industries, such
as electronic devices, solar
energy storage, electric vehi-
cles, and medical equipment.

INNOVATION AND INVEST-
MENT DRIVING GROWTH
The consistent high ranking
of the Shenzhen-Hong Kon-
g-Guangzhou science and
technology cluster in the Glo-
bal Innovation Index reflects
the region’s robust innovation
ecosystem. The cluster’s se-
cond-place ranking for four
consecutive years is a clear
indication of its global com-
petitiveness and innovation
capacity.

Guangzhou Rongjie Ener-
gy Technology’s substantial
investment of $2.7 billion de-
monstrates the company’s
commitment to leading the in-
dustry. The anticipated annual
revenue of $4.8 billion highli-
ghts the economic potential of
the energy storage sector in the
Greater Bay Area.

The company’s research
and development team, com-
prising over 300 experts, plays
a pivotal role in driving inno-
vation and ensuring the reali-
zation of advanced technical
concepts. The emphasis on ex-
perienced personnel in cons-
truction, planning, and design
has been crucial in achieving
rapid development and opera-
tional efficiency.

The Guangdong Provincial
Government’s goal of achie-
ving CN¥1 ftrillion in annual
revenue from the new energy
storage industry by 2027 stres-
ses the strategic importance of
this sector. The government’s
proactive approach in provi-
ding policy support, land use
facilitation, and project in-
cubation is designed to create
a conducive environment for
the growth of new energy en-

terprises, according to Chinese
media.

Cheng Hailiang’s remarks
on the governments support
mechanisms highlight the
comprehensive framework in
place to assist companies in
the new energy sector. The pre-
sence of dedicated teams to fa-
cilitate smooth project execu-
tion from construction to ope-
ration ensures that enterprises
can navigate the complexities
of the industry effectively.

THE FUTURE OF ENERGY
STORAGE IN GBA As China
continues to promote the new
energy industry in the Greater
Bay Area, the region is set to
play a crucial role in the global
energy transition. As recently
reported by Guamgdong
media, the combination of a
robust talent pool, substantial
investment, and government
support “creates a favorable
environment for the growth
and development of the energy
storage industry.”

Guangzhou Rongjie Energy
Technology’s rapid establish-
ment of its lithium-ion battery
manufacturing base and re-
search center is an indication
of the region’s potential. The
company’s success serves as
a model for other enterprises
looking to tap into the opportu-
nities presented by the Greater

Bay Area.
The strategic focus on in-
novation, investment, and

support from the government
aligns with China’s broader
goals of achieving sustainab-
le development, technologi-
cal leadership, and economic
prosperity. The Greater Bay
Area’s development as a hub
for the energy storage indus-
try will have far-reaching im-
plications for the region and
beyond. MDT/AGENCIES

GBA WHAT'S ON

GUEST SHIFT AT YDM

The rainy season has passed, and the skies
have cleared! Join us this Friday for a special
guest shift event. It's the perfect excuse to
gather and enjoy some drinks together!

June 14, 9pm - midnight YDM Bar, Cold Tea &
Bistro, No.78-5 Beishan Zheng Jie, Beishan Vil-
lage, Nanping, Xiangzhou

Huizhou
MELOMANIA MUSIC FEST

Join us for an epic lakeside party in Huizhou on
June 15! Enjoy live DJ performances, unlimited
fun, and a stunning view. Early Bird tickets for the
first 20 buyers are just RMB88, Advance tickets
at RMB108, Late tickets at RMB158, and Door
tickets at RMB188. Each ticket includes event
access, one free drink, and washroom facilities.
Shuttle bus service from Shenzhen available for
RMBB80. BBQ dinner options and additional food
on-site. Don't miss out on this unforgettable
experience!

June 15, 2024 Tickets: via WeChat Pandora-
Parties, The Lake's, Qingxunshan Forest in Xun-
limo Bay, Huidong County, Huizhou

Dongguan
GUEST SHIFT AT ORIGIN

Join us for ORIGIN 2.0's first guest shift! We're
thrilled to welcome Sisi, the founder of Guang-
zhou's NOKEY Bar and the 2022 Cointreau
Queen. Don't miss this exciting event!

June 15, 8pm - midnight ORIGIN,
A202, Bld.36, 33 Village, Dongcheng
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Premier Li Qiang (centre) stands with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon and New Zealand Governor General Dame Cyndi Kiro during the official welcome

ceremony in Wellington, yesterday

DIPLOMACY

Premier Li is visiting New

Zealand, security fears vie with
trade hopes on the agenda

CHARLOTTE GRAHAM-MCLAY,
WELLINGTON

HINA'S Premier Li Qiang
arrived in New Zealand
yesterday, beginning a
rare visit to its closest
partner among Western demo-
cracies, where a celebration of
trade links is expected to vie with
concerns about South Pacific se-
curity on Wellington’s agenda.
China’s No. 2 official, Li is the
first Chinese premier to visit New
Zealand since a 2017 visit by Li
Keqgiang. He will also visit Austra-
lia and Malaysia, China’s Foreign
Ministry said this week. The trip
coincides with easing tensions
between Australia and China that
have vexed the relationship in re-

CLASSIFIED

cent years.

New Zealand’s Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon is expected
to salute trade links with China
in public statements this week.
China is the South Pacific nation’s
largest trading partner, with two-
-way trade worth 36 billion New
Zealand dollars ($22 billion).
They signed a bilateral free trade
agreement in 2008 — China’s first
with an Organization for Coope-
ration and Development nation
— and the visit marks the 10th
anniversary of a pledge to bolster
ties signed in 2014 when China’s
President Xi Jinping last visited
Wellington.

But while Luxon hailed the
visit in remarks to reporters on
Monday as presenting renewed

opportunities  for  business,
Wellington has long sought to
diversify the country’s export
market away from dependence
on China and the visit will not be
a simple story of economic suc-
cess as engagements with New
Zealand leaders have sometimes
been before.

As China and the U.S. vie for
influence in the Pacific, Luxon
spoke ahead of a tour of Niue and
Fiji this month of “increasingly
choppy geostrategic waters” for
the region, although he stopped
short of naming China.

New Zealand has in recent
years taken a less assertive line
with Beijing on security matters
than its Western partners in the
Five Eyes intelligence sharing

partnership and has sought a
consistent foreign policy approa-
ch to Beijing that spans political
parties and administrations. But
Luxon told reporters Monday that
there were areas where, in talks
with Li, Wellington would “call
out our differences and discuss
those openly, too.”

One point of friction is likely
to be New Zealand’s contem-
plation of joining one tranche of
the AUKUS security pact among
Australia, the United States and
Britain.

China’s Foreign Minister Wang
Yi decried New Zealand and Aus-
tralia’s security concerns in mee-
tings with his New Zealand coun-
terpart during a visit to Welling-
ton in March.

Chinese history buff finds military secrets in
a pile of old papers he bought for under $1

“They’re real,” Luxon said of
regional threats.

Yesterday, more than 100 peo-
ple held banners and Chinese
and New Zealand flags aloft as
they lined a side street near the
airport in chilly, overcast condi-
tions to watch Li’s Air China flight
arrive — an unusual sight in the
capital, Wellington, population
215,000, which is absent from
many international air routes.

The normally sleepy beachside
suburb of Lyall Bay had a bolste-
red presence of law enforcement
officers. As Li’s motorcade emer-
ged from the airport, drumming,
chanting and singing from those
assembled greeted the leader,
prompting questions from be-
mused retail workers arriving to
open nearby stores.

Li tomorrow will head to Aus-
tralia’s capital, where Beijing’s
relations in recent years have not
been as smooth.

His visit to Canberra caps two
years of efforts to rebuild China-
-Australia relations after a period
of intense hostility and celebrates
what both sides hope is a sustai-
nable return to normalcy in ties,
despite their differences on regio-
nal security and human rights.

His visit, the first by a Chinese
premier in seven years, follows
Albanese’s trip to Beijing last No-
vember and Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi’s trip to Australia
and New Zealand in March. Chi-
na has been steadily rolling back
tariffs and other restrictions it
placed on imports from Australia
as relations soured in 2020.

China is opposed to Australia’s
plan to acquire nuclear-powered
submarines with assistance from
the U.S. and the U.K,, which it
sees as part of American efforts
to constrain China by deepening
military ties with other countries
in the region.

But with Australia is unlikely
to bend on that issue, Li’s focus
will likely be on moving past their
differences and deepening eco-
nomic ties. Australia, which has a
trade surplus with China, is a ma-
jor supplier of iron ore and other
minerals to the world’s second
largest economy. MDT/AP

gigantic missile force
that appears intended
to back the country’s
claims to the self-gover-
ning island of Taiwan,
the South China Sea and
disputed islands con-
trolled by Japan, and ul-
timately driving its ma-

HINESE state media
said yesterday that
a military history buff
found a collection of
confidential documents
related to the country’s
military in a pile of old
papers he bought for un-
der $1.
The collector repor-
ted the documents to

security units after re-
cognizing their sensitive
nature.

The reports didn’t say
what the documents
were or whether anyone
had been arrested, other
than to say two people
involved in the second-
-hand book and maga-
zine business involved

were being questioned.

The purchaser, iden-
tified only as a retiree
surnamed Zhang, is an
avid fan of military his-
tory and soon realized
that the items contained
information stamped as
confidential.

China’s state security
bodies and the control-

led legal system often
make it difficult to tell
what is considered a sta-
te secret. Chinese and
foreign  consultancies
operating within the
country have been pla-
ced under investigation
by state security bodies
for possessing informa-
tion about the economy

that in other countries
would be considered
part of the public re-
cord.

China’s military has
grown massively in re-
cent years, and it now
boasts the world’s lar-
gest navy, an air for-
ce with cutting-edge
stealth fighters and a

jor rival the U.S. out of

the region.
In response, the U.S.
has strengthened ties

with allies such as Aus-
tralia, the Philippines,
Japan and South Korea,
while boosting arms
sales and military coo-
peration with Taiwan.
MDT/AP
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G7 SUMMIT

Deal to use Russian assets for
Ukraine as EU’s traditional
powers recalibrate

NICOLE WINFIELD

Group of Seven sum-

mit is opening today

[Macau time] with

greement on a U.S.

proposal to back a $50 billion

loan to Ukraine using frozen

Russian assets as collateral, gi-

ving Kyiv a strong show of su-

pport even as Europe’s political
chessboard shifts to the right.

Diplomats confirmed that
an agreement had been rea-
ched on the deal before the lea-
ders even landed in southern
Italy for the three-day summit.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy is on hand and is ex-
pected to sign a separate bila-
teral security agreement with
U.S. President Joe Biden.

Beyond the the war in Ukrai-
ne, Pope Francis will become
the first pope to address a G7
summit, adding a dash of cele-
brity and moral authority to the
annual gathering that is being
held this year in Italy’s sun-
-drenched Puglia region. He'll
be speaking Friday about the
promises and perils of artificial
intelligence, but is expected to
also renew his appeal for a pea-
ceful end to Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine and the Is-
rael-Hamas war in Gaza.

The G7 includes Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
the United Kingdom and the
United States. Italy, which is
hosting the summit, has in-
vited several African leaders
— Algerian President Abdel-
madjid Tebboune, Kenyan
President William Ruto and
Tunisian President Kais Saied
— to press Italy’s development
and migration initiatives on the
continent.

Other guests include Brazi-
lian President Luiz Indcio Lula
da Silva, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, fresh off his
own election, and Turkish Pre-
sident Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

With Biden, U.K. Prime Mi-
nister Rishi Sunak and now
French President Emmanuel
Macron facing elections in the
coming months, pressure was
on the G7 to get done what it
can while the status quo lasts.

Frozen Russian assets to
support UkraineThe U.S. pro-
posal involves engineering a
$50 billion loan to help Ukrai-
ne in its fight against Russia
that would use interest earned

AP PHOTO

on profits from Russia’s fro-
zen central bank assets, most
of them held in the European
Union, as collateral.

A French official, briefing re-
porters Wednesday, said a poli-
tical decision by the leaders had
been reached but that techni-
cal and legal details of the me-
chanism to tap into the assets
still had to be worked out. The
issue is complicated because if
the Russian assets one day are
unfrozen — say if the war ends
— then the windfall profits will
no longer be able to be used
to pay off the loan, requiring a
burden-sharing arrangement
with other countries.

In addition to the deal, Su-
nak announced up to 242
million pounds (286 million
euros or $310 million) in non-
military aid to Ukraine for hu-
manitarian, energy and sta-
bilization needs. Washington
also sent strong signals of su-
pport, with widened sanctions
against Russia to target Chine-
se companies that are helping
its war machine.

Europe’s new political ches-
sboardltalian Premier Giorgia
Meloni goes into the meeting
fortified at home and abroad
after her far-right party had
an even stronger showing in
the European Parliament elec-
tion than the national gene-
ral election in 2022 that made
her Italy’s first female premier.
Known for its revolving-door

governments, Italy is now in the
unusual position of being the
most stable power in the EU.

The leaders of the G7’s two
other EU members, Germany
and France, didn't fare nearly
as well, rattled after hard-right
parties made strong showin-
gs in the vote. Macron called
a snap election and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz saw his
Social Democrats finish behind
mainstream conservatives and
the far-right Alternative for
Germany.

As a result, Meloni is likely
to be able to steer the three-
-day meeting to her key priority
items as she further cements her
role on the world stage, analysts
said. One sign of her flexed far-
-right muscles: Meloni’s office
denied media reports that Italy
was trying to water down lan-
guage about access to abortion
in the final communique.

A French official, speaking
anonymously in line with Ma-
cron’s office customary practi-
ces, said there were diverging
views with Italian negotiators
on some topics, including on
sexual and reproductive health
and vaccines.

Italian Foreign Minister An-
tonio Tajani confirmed abor-
tion was being discussed, but
said discussions were conti-
nuing.

“While it's unlikely the recent
results will radically shift the fo-
cus of the upcoming G7 Sum-

mit, this electoral win offers
Premier Meloni additional leve-
rage to frame this as an essen-
tially ‘Mediterranean Summit,”
said Nick O’Connell, deputy
director of the Atlantic Council.

That includes pushing her
migration agenda as Meloni
seeks to leverage her program
for a nonexploitative rela-
tionship with Africa to boost
development while curbing
illegal migration to Europe.

The pope and artificial in-
telligencePope Francis has cal-
led for an international treaty
to ensure Al is developed and
used ethically, acknowledging
the promise it offers but em-
phasizing the grave and exis-
tential threats it poses.

He'll bring that campaign
to the worlds industrialized
countries as wars are raging
across multiple fronts. One of
his greatest concerns has been
on the use of Al in the arma-
ments sector, which has been
a frequent focus of the Jesuit
pope who has called even tra-
ditional weapons makers “mer-
chants of death.”

But Francis is also concer-
ned about what Al means for
the poorest and weakest: tech-
nology that could determine
the reliability of an applicant
for a mortgage, the right of a
migrant to receive political
asylum or the chance of reof-
fending by someone previously
convicted of a crime. MDT/AP
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this day in hlStOﬂ@
1972 PILOTS THREATEN
WORLDWIDE STRIKE

I |

Hundreds of thousands of holidaymakers
face flight delays and cancellations after pi-
lots threatened to strike over hijack fears.

The International Federation of Air Line Pi-
lots Associations (IFALPA) has called a 24-
hour stoppage and accused governments
of failing to take action to halt air piracy.

British Air Line Pilots Association spokes-
man (BALPA), Gordon Hurley, said hijacking
was on the increase, and striking was the
"only effective way of dealing with it".

"Until governments take the matter se-
riously and make airports secure and stop
this hijacking, this menace, this piracy, this
is the only alternative we have,"” he said.

BALPA's vice chairman, Jack Linstead, said
he was issuing a strike notice reluctantly, but
added that it was a reflection of the pilots’
strength of feeling on the issue.

The strike ballot had returned "a very clear
mandate to take industrial action,” he said,
adding that there was still time for the dis-
pute to be resolved.

IFALPA wants governments across the
world to fulfil three basic demands.

These are: to increase international air-
port security; to adopt the International Civil
Aviation Organisation's convention against
air hijacking; and to speed up the pace of
ratification of other anti-hijacking conven-
tions.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

The 24-hour strike went ahead at 0600BST
on 19 June, affecting civil air travel all
around the world.

Although the British pilots’ association
withdrew its official support for the stop-
page, after reassurances from the govern-
ment, many pilots chose to remain at home
anyway. British European Airways reported
about a third of its flights had been can-
celled.

As the strike took effect, IFALPA said it be-
lieved the action had "given a new impetus
and a new direction” to solving the problem
of hijacking.

The aviation industry later introduced metal
detectors to identify any weapons carried
onto aircraft.
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LE MANS 2024 | ANALYSIS

IF WE EVER LOSE PARIS, WELL
ALWAYS HAVE LE MANS

SERGIO DE ALMEIDA CORREIA,
MDT, LE MANS

HE echoes of last year’s Cen-
tenary Day have not yet fa-
ded, and we're already back in
the golden week of Le Mans and
the La Sarthe circuit. If in 2023,
after Ferrari’s masterful come-
back and fabulous victory, the
premier Hypercar category fea-
tured sixteen cars from seven
manufacturers (Cadillac, Ferra-
ri, Vanwall Vandervell, Porsche,
Toyota, Peugeot, Glickenhaus),
the departure of Vanwall and
Jack Glickenhaus’ team could
have led to fears that this year’s
field would be smaller. Fortu-
nately, this was not the case.
The brands that had previously
announced their future partici-
pation in the World Endurance
Championship (WEC) didn’t
miss out and are showing the
strength of the most competi-
tive of the world’s motor racing
championships in its various ca-
tegories.
That's why when former
French football star Zinedine Zi-
dane waves the tricolor flag next

Saturday for the start of the 24
Hours of Le Mans, 23 cars will be
on the Hypercars grid from nine
different manufacturers.

In addition to the manufac-
turers who have increased the
number of cars (Ferrari is pre-
sent with three cars for Fuo-
co/Molina/Nielsen, Per Guidi,
Calado/Giovinazzi and a third
499P for Kubica/Schwartzman/
Yifei Ye, this one in yellow colors,
joined by the three Porsche 963s
of the Americans from Porsche
Penske Motorsport in a squadra
with two more cars from Hertz
Team Jota and one from the Pro-
ton Competition team), Peugeot
continued with the 9X8 model
from the French Total Energies
team.

To those must be added the
usual two cars from the offi-
cial Toyota team with the GR-
010-Hybrid, and the three Ca-
dillac V-Series.R, two from the
official team and one from the
Americans from Action Express
Racing, where the names of Bra-
zilians Pipo Derani, Felipe Dru-
govich and the very fast Felipe
Nasr stand out, joined by you-

ng Englishman Jack Aitken, his
experienced compatriot Nick
Tandy and Frenchman Mathieu
Jaminet.

What’s new is the arrival of
the Italian manufacturer Isotta
Fraschini with the TIPO6-C mo-
del, the car that reached the fas-
test straight-line speed in prac-
tice last weekend, hitting 346
km/h, with Thai driver Bennett,
great champion Jean-Karl Ver-
nay and Antonio Sarravale, the
young Canadian hope at just 21
years old, all looking for a place
in the sun.

The Alpine Endurance Team’s
new Alpine A424, with two cars
for Chatin/Ferdinand Habs-
burg/Milesi and Nicolas Lapier-
re/Mick Schumacher/Vaxiviére,
and the Lamborghini SC63 both
make their debut (Grosjean/
Caldarelli/Cairoli and Bortolot-
ti/Kvyat/Mortara) in this year’s
edition. Finally, BMW will be
returning to Le Mans to compe-
te in the premier class with two
M-Hybrid V8 cars, entrusted to
the Belgians from WRT (Van-
thoor/Marciello/Wittman and
Van der Linde/Frijns/Rast).

e i iy AN
o

After the initial prologue in
Qatar, where the first race was
also held, and the Imola and
SPA-Francorchamps stages, Le
Mans will be the fourth race of
the season. If in Qatar the dice
were rolling in favor of Porsche,
which placed three cars on the
podium, then at the 6 Hours of
Imola, which saw a race with an
uncertain winner until the end,
Toyota won, relegating the two
Penske cars to the next places,
in SPA the victory went to the
Hertz Jota team, their first win
in the WEC, followed by the
Penske number 6 car and the
number 50 Ferrari of Fuoco/
Molina/Nielsen, in what was
the first podium of the season
for the winners of the “Course
du Siecle”.

As for the other two catego-
ries present at Le Mans, LMP2,
with 16 cars at the start, and
the young LMGT3, with 23 cars,
only the latter counts for the
WEC, since the other has been
eliminated by the FIA, although
it will continue to take partin Le
Mans, there will be a European
championship and the popular
Le Mans series, which in any
case does not invalidate the fact
that the entry list is still impres-
sive in terms of the quality of the
teams and drivers. It should be
noted that there are fourteen
former Formula 1 drivers com-
peting this year.

In addition to what will be ha-

RN

AETEE R

Le Mans circuit: Warming up the machines in free training sessions yesterday

ppening on the track and in the
pits, there will be plenty of en-
tertainment and parallel activi-
ties. Last week the scrutineering
and technical checks took place
in the city center, and there was
a Hypercar parade. Today the
town will see the popular pa-
rade of participating drivers in
classic vehicles and the usually
crowded streets. And those who
don’t want to follow the races (in
addition to the main race there
will be support races) always
have plenty of options.

From the daily concerts to a
visit to the 24H Museum, with
the Alpine Esprit Tricolore exhi-
bition, and where the Bentley 3L
Sport that won the 24 Hours in
1924 will also be on display for
classic lovers, to the brand exhi-
bitors or a visit to the Hydrogen
Village, an increasingly strong
bet by some manufacturers.

As for the championships,
everything is open. And sin-
ce anything can happen at Le
Mans, it’s certain that a fierce
and close fight is expected right
up until the end, to the delight
of the 300,000 spectators who
follow the race live here, in an
atmosphere that is as glamo-
rous as it is popular, frenetic,
welcoming and always full of
novelties, all contributing to
the guarantee of continuity and
success for another hundred
years. Long live the 24 Hours. Le
Mans is a party.
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EURO 2024 | ANALYSIS

Another surprise? Europe’s biggest
soccer show to begin in Germany
and as usual it's unpredictable

JAMES ROBSON,

SOCCER WRITER
returning  Cristiano
Ronaldo, a rampant

Kylian Mbappé and a
resurgent Germany.

Throw in a Harry Kane-
-powered England and defen-
ding champion Italy and Euro
2024 is wide open.

That’s without mentioning
three-time winner Spain.

The unpredictability of the
European Championship, whi-
ch begins in Munich on to-
morrow, is what makes it such
compelling viewing. Even in its
expanded format of 24 teams,
there is always the potential for
a surprise.

This is the tournament, after
all, that was won by rank outsi-
der Greece in 2004. In 1992, it
was won by Denmark, a team
that hadn’t even qualified for
the finals but was granted entry
at the 11th hour when war-torn
Yugoslavia was banned.

Host nation Germany hopes
to create a welcoming and fes-
tive atmosphere for millions of
soccer fans who will watch the
games in stadiums or fan zones
across the country - like it did
when it hosted the 2006 World
Cup.

However, this tournament
will be played in a different
political context. Europe’s bi-
ggest sporting event since the
Russian invasion of Ukraine is
taking place in the shadow of
the most devastating conflict in
Europe since World War 1II.

Ukraine is participating and
can expect a warm reception
in Germany, which hosted the
team’s home matches during
the qualifying campaign. Russia
was excluded from qualifying -
it has been suspended from all
international competitions by
European soccer body UEFA as
well as global counterpart FIFA.

Meanwhile, Georgia is co-
ming to its first major soccer
championship as a political cri-
sis deepens at home. The Sou-
th Caucasus country has seen
weeks of protests against a con-
troversial law that opponents
say would crack down on me-
dia freedom and hinder efforts
to join the European Union.

POLITICS AND HOOLIGANISM
And across the EU, voters
will still be digesting the resul-ts
of elections to the European

AP PHOTO

Parliament - the 27-member
bloc’s legislature — as the tour-
nament gets underway. Early
results Monday showed a surge
in nationalist and far-right sen-
timent, which has often mani-
fested itself in Europe’s soccer
stadiums, particularly among
hardcore ultras.

As always, the threat of hoo-
liganism looms over the Euro-
pean Championship, where
clashes between rival fans
have become a common fea-
ture. The threat of terrorism
and political violence is an
even bigger security concern,
following a series of attacks
on politicians in Germany.

German authorities are
stepping up border controls
during the tournament. More
than 20,000 police officers
will be on duty.

Given the tensions surrou-
nding the Gaza war, UEFA and
Germany avoided even higher
security concerns when Israel
was knocked out in the playo-
ffs for Euro 2024.

On the field of play, there is
reason to expect an exciting
tournament, without the CO-
VID-19 restrictions that were
in place during the previous
Euros in 2021.

England and France are
among the favorites.

Three years ago, England
was just a penalty shootout
away from winning its first
trophy since the 1966 World
Cup but lost the final to Italy.
Since then, manager Gareth
Southgate has seen the emer-
gence of Jude Bellingham as

one of the top talents in world
soccer, while Phil Foden is li-
ving up to the hype he gene-
rated when first emerging at
Manchester City. Meanwhile,
Harry Kane scored 44 goals in
47 games in his first season at
Bayern Munich.

France also suffered the
heartbreak of a shootout de-
feat when it lost the World
Cup final in Qatar to Argen-
tina. Mbappé remains its star
attraction, but he is surroun-
ded by top class talent throu-
ghout the French squad in the

form of Antoine Griezmann,
Eduardo Camavinga, Aurélien
Tchouameni, Ousmane Dem-
bélé and Kingsley Coman.

RONALDO BACK IN EUROPE
Ronaldo will be back com-
peting in Europe after heading
to Saudi Arabia to play his
club soccer. Even at the age of
39 the former Real Madrid and
Manchester United striker is
still a goal machine — scoring
10 during Portugal’s perfect
qualifying campaign.

Germany is a question
mark after a string of disa-
ppointments at recent major
tournaments, but new coach
Julian Nagelsmann has lifted
the mood of the host nation
just in time for Euro 2024,
with morale-boosting wins in
friendlies against France and
the Netherlands.

It's a dangerous game
to make predictions about
Italy after the traditional
powerhouse of international
soccer failed to qualify for the
last two World Cups but won
the Euros in between.

Spain is looking to restore
its former glory after having
dominated international soc-
cer from 2008-2012 when it
won two Euros and was also
crowned world champion.
There is no shortage of talent
at coach Luis de la Fuente’s
disposal, with Man City mi-
dfielder Rodri establishing
himself as arguably the best
in his position and Barcelo-
na’s Lamine Yamal among its
emerging stars.

Other teams to watch in-
clude Croatia, which came
third at the Qatar World Cup,
and still has Luka Modric pro-
ducing at the highest level
with Real Madrid. Belgium’s
golden generation has dis-
banded, yet it still qualified as
a group winner, with striker
Romelu Lukaku the top scorer
with 14 goals.

If this is the year of ano-
ther surprise winner, poten-
tial candidates could include
Ralf Rangnick’s Austria, which
impressed during qualifying;
Denmark, a semifinalist in
the last Euros; or Serbia, whi-
ch has some serious attacking
talent.

In a tournament that has
produced some of internatio-
nal’s biggest shocks - anything
seems possible. MDT/AP

R ONING G

Date
Sat Jun15
Sat Jun 15
Sun Jun16
Sun Jun 16
Sun Jun16
Mon Jun 17
Mon Jun17
Mon Jun17

Time Home Away ODDS

03:00 Germany Scotland H1.32,D6.5A11

21:00 Hungary Switzerland H325 D325 A235
0:00 Spain Croatia H197,D35 A4.4
03:00 [taly Albania H1.41,D4.9 A10
21:00 Poland Netherlands H6.5 D42 A16

0:00 Slovenia Denmark H55D36,A18

03:00 Serbia England H8 D4.75 A1.48
21:00 Romania Ukraine H4,D03.5 A206

ODDSCHECKER.COM
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"TUESDAY, WITH

| JULIA LOUIS-DREYFUS, IS

STRANGE, EMOTIONAL AND FIERCELY ORIGINAL

LINDSEY BAHR,
FILM WRITER

EATH has taken many forms
in cinema. It’s been portrayed

by actors like Bengt Ekerot, Ian
McKellen, John Cleese, and even
Brad Pitt. In “Tuesday,” filmmaker
Daina O. Pusi’s bold debut, death
looks like a worn-out macaw.

Covered in grime and missing
feathers, “Tuesday’s” Death can
be as big as a room or as small as
an ear canal. Its booming, gravelly
voice, provided by actor Arinzé
Kene, is ancient and otherworldly,
creating a profoundly unsettling
presence. Its not a comforting
welcome into the afterlife.

“Tuesday,” which expands na-
tionwide Friday, explores death
and acceptance between a mo-
ther and her dying daughter. This
is no Hallmark affair; it’s prickly,
wry, somewhat unsentimental,
gritty, and painfully realistic. You
might find yourself in tears as a
result.

A parent coming to terms with
a child’s imminent death is emo-
tionally charged territory. Thank-

AD b
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Julia Louis-Dreyfus in a scene from “Tuesday” (A24)

fully, “Tuesday” is filled with im-
mense creativity and vision, both
in front of and behind the camera.
This includes the writer-director
and the special effects team res-
ponsible for Death, as well as the
haunting and innovative sound
design.

Lola Petticrew plays the titular
Tuesday, a teen with a “Breathless”
pixie cut, a love of jokes and rap
music, and a terminal illness that
confines her to an oxygen tank and

a wheelchair. Her mother, Zora
(Julia Louis-Dreyfus), is discon-
nected from the situation. She tip-
toes around the house, leaving the
care to nurse Billie (a lovely Leah
Harvey). Zora pawns household
items to pay for care, ignores Tues-
day’s calls, and occasionally sleeps
on park benches. At home, she
avoids talking to Tuesday about
serious matters, repressing every-
thing and driving everyone crazy.
The day we meet Zora and

Tuesday is the day Death arrives.
Billie leaves Tuesday on the patio
briefly, and the girl has an episode,
gasping for air, when the macaw
lands by her side. Death is the first
character introduced in an unner-
ving series of deaths, setting an
ominous tone. Some characters
are ready to go, some are scared,
but all have the same outcome
once Death claims them.

Tuesday, however, decides to
tell Death a joke. This disarms

Death, and they start a conversa-
tion. She gives Death a bath, plays
music, and asks for a favor: to say
goodbye to her mom first. Death
obliges.

The story becomes a combi-
nation of body horror, fairy tale,
domestic drama, and apocalypse
thriller. It is weird and transfi-
xing, never predictable or boring.
Louis-Dreyfus is both chilling
and deeply empathetic as Zora,
a woman paralyzed by grief even
before her daughter’s death. She
seems to be preparing for her
own death, unable to process life
without her daughter. Petticrew
holds her own, going head-to-
-head with Louis-Dreyfus, exhi-
biting wisdom beyond her years.

“Tuesday” is ultimately a ca-
thartic experience, whether dea-
th is top of mind or not. It marks
the arrival of a daring filmmaker
worth following. MDT/AP

“Tuesday,” an A24 release in
theaters nationwide Friday, is
rated R by the Motion Picture As-
sociation for language. Running

* %

time: 111 minutes.
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'Swole’ or, what
masculinity
could bein a
h)(<p[ercon nected,
TikTok-imaged
world

UTHOR Michael Brodeur takes the gym too seriou-

ly, and not seriously at all at the same time, in his

book “Swole: The Making of Men and the Meaning of

Muscles” in an effort to show the readers that the over-

ly online world of hypermasculinity is an illusion and
what a man can be is what you make of it.

Brodeur evokes his own autobiography to guide the
reader through the history of weightlifting and the role
of men in society. He's a middle-aged, Gen-X, self-des-
cribed “meathead” who brags about the depths of his
squats and size of his biceps and butt, but also lives a
life as the classical music critic for The Washington Post
and a gay man.

These dueling identities weave through Brodeur’s
“Swole.” The narrative works, most of the time, but
sometimes Brodeur’s chapters feel more like miniatu-
re essays surrounding a broader theme of masculinity
than a comprehensive whole.

He celebrates male bodies and men wanting to be
bigger, stronger, and uses humor and the history of
idols like Arnold Schwarzenegger, He-Man, and pro-
fessional wrestling to show how men’s identities have
evolved and changed since he was a child struggling to
come to terms with his own sexual orientation.

Brodeur appears to reject the modern-day gym in-
dustry that often sells their version of the ideal body:
A place where calorie counts are perfected, macronu-
trients are measured and microtargeting of muscle
groups are a must.

Instead, Brodeur tells the reader to reach for the ideal
you want— be comfortable looking at yourself in a mir-
ror, and know it’s also OK to be somewhat embarrassed
about looking at yourself in a mirror.

Brodeur also warns about the rising influence that
internet personalities like Andrew Tate or the Liver King
are having on younger men, or the unending number of
TikTok personalities that basically lay out easy ways for
young men to purchase and abuse anabolic steroids.

“Adrift and allegedly emasculated by the mass rejec-
tion of ‘real masculinity,” men are now balls-deep in an
imaginary internet-based civil war with themselves,” he
writes.

“Swole” allows men to celebrate masculinity as they
want to define it. KEN SWEET, MDT/AP

SWOLE

THE
f MAKING OF MEN
AND THE
MEAMING DF
MUSCLE

AP PHOTO

MICHAEL AHI]i]H BRODEUR

“Swole: The Making of Men and the Meaning of Muscles” by
Michael AndorBrodeur (Beacon Press)

Elegance in Minimalism

IRENE SAM, MDT

ECENTLY, Executive Chi-

nese Chef Anthony Ho pre-

sented his new tasting

enu at Four Seasons Ho-

tel Macao’s award-winning Chinese

restaurant Zi Yat Heen. Savoir-fai-

re in handling traditional cooking

methods while featuring a modern

approach to visual presentation

is reflected upon subtlety in taste

and minimalistic elegance. Chef Ho

wows gourmets through simplicity

that unveils his vast and profound

interpretation of Cantonese cuisine,
of which he is most passionate.

The memorable gastronomic
experience commences with Zi Yat
Heen Deluxe Appetizers. Dalian Sea
Cucumber is marinated to perfec-
tion while Sichuan Peppercorn Chil-
led Foie Gras Cube with Fragrant Red
Wine delightfully surprises with a li-
ght, sumptuous acidity that unfolds
into a creamy finish with a hint of spi-
ciness. Finger Lime Roasted Suckling
Pig with Kristal Caviar and Gold Leaf
woes the palate with its crispy texture
and rich flavors combined with uma-
mi, spherical wonders.

ChefHo's mastery in using the wok
as a tool to work his magic is revealed
in his next dish, Sautéed Kagoshima
A5 Wagyu Beef Cubes with Boletus
Mushroom and Black Pepper Sauce.
Each cube of beef still radiates a de-
licate amount of heat on the palate
as the opulence of mushroom com-
plements with sprinkles of peppery
wonders.

Roasted Crystal Shi-Qi Baby Pi-
geon demonstrates Chef Ho's awe-
-inspiring skills in temperature con-
trol as well as innovative ability to
produce a recipe of Chinese spices
for the purpose of marination, which
precisely enhances the taste of the
pigeon without covering its original

Healin

throug% Sound

flavor.

Another highlight of the meal, Ina-
niwa Noodles and Scallop in Lobster
Bisque, delights with utmost simpli-
city. Elements of the sea are layered
on abed of noodles soaked in a deca-
dent bisque created with four types
of shrimp and lobster. The result is
a match made in heaven, unveiling
a spectrum of tastes that woo the
senses while exhibiting understated
elegance in a most nuanced manner.

IMALAYAN singing

bowls are nowadays
extremely trendy in the
world of wellness and
are often seen at hotel
spas and resorts. Last
week, the establishment
ceremony of the Macau
Singing Bowl Cultural
Association was held at
the Mandarin Oriental
Hotel. Anne Iao, the fou-
nding president of the
association, said that
the establishment of the
association aims to pro-
mote the singing bowl
culture and uses singing
bowls as a carrier to rai-
se society’s attention

to physical and mental
health through sprea-
ding compassion throu-
gh sound. The group
was radiating positive
energy on Global Heal-
th Day together with the
Macau Holy Light Choir
of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area Mind-Body Balance
Exchange Association.
They performed a one-
-hour singing bowl sou-
nd bath session for gues-
ts. Participants agreed
that the sound therapy
brought physical and
emotional relaxation to
all. 1S

A seasonal sweet conclusion to
the spectacular gastronomic jour-
ney, Baked Egg Tartlet and Milk Jelly
with Bird’s Nest and Chilled Passion
Fruit is the choice for the summer.
The jelly slowly melts in the mou-
th as the acidity of passion fruit en-
chants through complexities, sweet
and sour, refreshing yet satisfying.
The egg tartlet is the epitome of re-
finement, blending layers of textures
in one bite.
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An estimated 200,000 people in Pakistan could be affected by
the upcoming monsoon season, which is expected to bring hea-
vier rains than usual, a top U.N. official warned yesterday.

The United Nations, with help from local authorities, has pre-
pared a contingency plan, with $40 million set aside to respond
to any emergencies, said Mohamed Yahya, the newly appointed
Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator in Pakis-

tan.

Yahya told journalists in Islamabad that the weather forecas-

ters in Pakistan are projecting above-normal rainfall in the co-
ming weeks. However, the rains would not be as heavy as in 2022
when devastating floods killed 1,739 people, destroyed 2 million
homes, and covered as much as one-third of the country at one

point.

Pakistan is one of the countries in the world most vulnerable to
climate change, in part because of its immense northern glaciers,
which are now melting as air temperatures rise. Warmer air can
also hold more moisture, intensifying the rains of the monsoon.

VISITS AIM TO STRENGTHEN
EXCHANGES AND TRUST,
AND DEEPEN COOPERATION

Chinese Premier Li Qiang is in New Zealand on an
official visit, the first leg of his third overseas trip of the
year that will also take him to Australia and Malaysia.

These visits have aroused broad interest as Li will
be the first Chinese premier to visit New Zealand and
Australiain seven years. And there hasbeen no official
visit to Malaysia by a Chinese premier since 2015.

The visits present a precious opportunity to stren-
gthen the respective bilateral relations during this
period of profound geopolitical challenges. There
certainly is plenty to discuss after such long intervals.

Judging from the messages from the four capitals so
far, the focus of discussions is mainly on economic
and trade cooperation. China is a salient cooperation
partner of New Zealand and Australia. As important
countries in the Asia-Pacific with high economic
complementarity and promising futures for stren-
gthened cooperation, China has worked with both
countries to overcome any difficulties encountered
to sustain the sound and steady growth of relations.

With broad common interests and great untapped
cooperation potential in sight, the Chinese guest and
his New Zealand and Australian hosts seem intent on
not allowing their differences on security and geopo-
litics to get in the way of shoring up their economic
and trade relations. After years of sometimes bitter
exchanges, even in the form of trade disruptions, the
three parties appear to have concluded that whatever
their disagreements, at the end of the day they have
to make things work, get along and get down to bu-
siness.

Numerous previously thriving small and medium-
-sized enterprises, particularly in the private sector,
are either struggling or have gone bankrupt as a result
of the Western economies reshuffling their supply
chains. And Australian exporters reportedly lost on
average $13 billion a year as a result of the previous
government'’s diplomatic row with Beijing.

China-Australia relations have thawed since Austra-
lian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s visit to Bei-
jing in November 2023. During that visit the two go-
vernments agreed to resume key bilateral dialogues
and further cooperation in a number of areas. In fact,
Beijing has already dropped tariffs on Australian beef,
barley and wine, lifted an import ban on timber and
resumed coal shipments. Besides comparing notes
on bilateral, regional and international issues of com-
mon concern, Li and Albanese are also expected to
meet with Australian and Chinese business leaders.

“Premier Li Qiang's visit to Australia is an important
opportunity to engage directly on key issues for both
our nations,” said Albanese. Saying that Australia
continues to pursue a stable and direct relationship
with China, with dialogue at its core, is recognition
that letting Washington exclusively have its ear will
be detrimental to Australian interests.

New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon,
too, sees Li’s visit as a valuable opportunity for ex-
changes on deepening and broadening cooperation.
InWellington, officials are reportedly saying their dis-
cussions with the Chinese guest are aimed at realizing
their goal of doubling exports to China in a decade.

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations half
a century ago, ties between China and Malaysia have
enjoyed a sound momentum of growth, with deepe-
ning strategic mutual trust, fruitful high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation, and increasingly closer cultu-
ral and people-to-people exchanges. Both countries
champion the Asian values featuring peace, coope-
ration, inclusiveness and integration, and contribute
significantly to peace, prosperity and stability in the
region.

[Abridged]
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This photo provided by Linda Mitchelle shows Orville Allen of Poplar Bluff, Mo., hugging his great-grando
in March 2024. Allen died May 29, 2024

A 98-YEAR-OLD MAN'S

LIVER WAS DONATED.
1E IS BELIEVED TO BE
THE OLDEST AMERICAN

ORGAN DONOR EVER

JIM SALTER, ST. LOUIS

RVILLE ALLEN lived

a lifetime of service,
and when he died at age
98 he had one last thing to
give: his liver.

Allen, a veteran of both
World War II and the Ko-
rean War and a longtime
educator in rural sou-
theastern Missouri, is the
oldest American to ever
donate an organ, trans-
plant organizations said.
He died on May 29 and
his liver was successfully
transplanted to a 72-year-
-old woman, according to
Mid-America Transplant.

Allen was in robust
health until he suffered
a fall while picking up
storm debris at his home
in Poplar Bluff, Missouri,
on May 27, his daughter,
Linda Mitchelle said. He
struck the back of his head
and was flown to St. Fran-
cis Medical Center in Cape
Girardeau.

Swelling around Allen’s
brain couldn’t be healed.
As the family was prepa-
ring to say goodbye, hos-
pital staff had a question:
Would they consider do-
nating his liver?

Given Allen’s age, it was
a question that caught the
relatives by surprise. But

surgeons had examined
him and determined the
organ was acceptable for
transplant.

Knowing their dad’s na-
ture — always the first to
check in on people, always
at the doorstep of a needy
neighbor — the siblings
didn’t hesitate.

“It turned it from being
such a sad loss of our dad
to having this little ray of
joy because he was doing
what he'd done all his life,”
Mitchelle said. “He was gi-
ving one more gift.”

Previously, Cecil Lo-
ckhart of West Virginia was
the oldest person to dona-
te an organ upon death,
according to the Center
for Organ Recovery & Edu-
cation, which coordina-
ted recovery of his liver.
He was 95 when he died
in 2021, and his liver was
successfully transplanted
to a woman.

More people than ever
are getting new organs,
according to data from
the United Network for
Organ Sharing, or UNOS,
a nonprofit organization
that has run the transplant
system under a govern-
ment contract for nearly
four decades. Last year
was a record year for do-
nations from the decea-

sed — more than 16,000
— and for the number of
organ transplants perfor-
med — more than 46,000
— according to UNOS.
Liver transplants topped
10,000 for the first time
ever.

Still, more than 100,000
people are on the nation’s
list for a new organ and
many will die waiting.
The need is so great that
scientists are working on
alternatives to ease the
ongoing shortages. Earlier
this year in Massachuset-
ts, Richard “Rick” Slayman
became the first recipient
of a genetically modified
pig kidney. He died two
months after the trans-
plant.

Increasingly, older adul-
ts can donate organs upon
their death, said Kevin
Lee, president and CEO of
Mid-America Transplant.

“As we've seen advan-
ces in medical science, we
have been educating over
the past five years nur-
ses and hospital staff not
to think about age when
they call in those referrals,
but really allow our medi-
cal team and transplant
physicians to evaluate
the medical eligibility of
each individual,” Lee said.
MDT/AP
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US The Supreme
Court yesterday unani-
mously preserved access
to a medication that

was used in nearly two-
thirds of all abortions in
the U.S. last year, in the
court's first abortion
decision since conserv-
ative justices overturned
Roe v. Wade two years
ago. The nine justices
ruled that abortion op-
ponents lacked the

legal right to sue over
the federal Food and
Drug Administration’s
approval of the medica-
tion, mifepristone, and
the FDA's subsequent
actions to ease access to
it. The case had threat-
ened to restrict access
to mifepristone across
the country, includingin
states where abortion
remains legal.

Argentina’s Senate nar-
rowly approved President
Javier Milei 's sweeping
proposals to slash state
spending and boost his
own powers yesterday,
handing the libertarian
leader a much-needed
first legislative victory.
Milei hailed the vote as a
"triumph" even as opposi-
tion senators scrapped an
income tax package and
tweaked some conten-
tious elements after an
hourslong debate marred
by violent clashes be-
tween police and protest-
ers in downtown Buenos
Aires.

Yemen's Houthirebels
launched a boat-borne
bomb attack against a
commercial ship in the
Red Sea on Wednesday,
authorities said, the latest
escalation despite a U.S.-
led campaign trying to
protect the vital water-
way. The use of a boat
loaded with explosives
raised the specter of
2000's USS Cole attack, a
suicide assault by al-Qai-
da on the warship when it
was at portin Aden, killing
17 on board. Associated
Press journalists saw the
Coleinthe Red Sea on
Wednesday, now taking
partinthe U.S. campaign
while visiting one of her
sister ships, the USS
Laboon.





