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MACAU RECORDED A SIGNIFICANT SURGE IN NEW NEIGHBORHOOD ANALYSIS: WITHITS NEW PACT

JAYWALKING CASES, WITH 4,081 CASES FROM WITH NORTH KOREA,RUSSIA &
JANUARY TO MAY, A STAGGERING 4.5 TIMES SECONDARY SCHOOL TO OPEN RAISES THE STAKES WITH THE
HIGHER THAN THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR IN 2026 WITH 1,000 STUDENTS WEST OVER UKRAINE
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South Korea summoned
the Russian ambassador

to protest the country's
new defense pact with

North Korea on Friday, lat Fai building residents are requesting financial aid from the gov't to address

Contmued o rise with its deteriorating condition, particularly concerning loose floor and wall tiles
vague threats and brief, aP2

seemingly accidental
incursions by North
Korean troops. Earlier
Friday, the powerful
sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un
issued a vague threat of
retaliation after South
Korean activists flew
balloons carrying anti-
Pyongyang propaganda
leaflets across the
border.
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Vietnam is ready to
hold talks with the
Philippines to settle
their overlapping

claims to the undersea
continental shelf in the
South China Sea, official
Vietnamese media said
Friday, in a diplomatic
approach that contrasts
with China's increasingly
assertive actions to
fortify its claims in the
contested waters.
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Japan's space agency
has suffered a series
of cyberattacks since
last year, but sensitive
information related to
rockets and satellites
was not affected and
itis continuing to
investigate and take
preventive measures,

CANADIAN POPULATION REBOUNDSTO
scknowiedged ot 90% OF PRE-PANDEMIC LEVELS

Exploration Agency, or
JAXA, has had "a number . . . L . . " .
of " cyberattacks since Macau may be smallin size, but the opportunities available here are immense,” says Howard Stribbell,

late last year. CanCham president, as the chamber focuses on facilitating networking and connections aP4

More on backpage
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HOUSING DILEMMAS

IAT FAI BUILDING RESIDENTS
SEEK GOVERNMENT HELP

VICTORIA CHAN

ESIDENTS of Taipas Iat Fai
uilding, part of the govern-
ment’s affordable housing projec-
ts, are urging the government to
provide financial aid to address the
building’s deteriorating condition,

ty period expired, residents have
contacted the government seeking
assistance. However, they feel the
response they have received falls
short of their expectations. It has
left them uncertain about how to
tackle the issue.

Lao, the president of the Ho-
meowners Association of the Iat
Fai Building, expressed frustration
at the government's stance, highli-
ghting the financial constraints the
association faces.

“The government responded
that our estate has passed the war-
ranty period, so we would have to
hold a meeting and handle the si-
tuation ourselves,” he said.

“But our reserve fund can only
be so much. How are we supposed
to solve the issue? If we have to ask
everyone to pitch in, it might not be
a small amount. Not many people
will be willing to contribute.”

The IH responded to the resi-
dents’ concerns in a statement on
the weekend affirming it is monito-
ring the situation.

specifically concerning loose floor
and wall tiles.

The Housing Bureau (IH)
has reiterated its call to the buil-
ding’s maintenance company to
promptly propose a repair solu-
tion. However, homeowners are
concerned about the “inadequate

responses” from the relevant go-
vernment departments.

The Iat Fai building’s homeow-
ners’ association has reported a
potential hazard ofloose tiles in the
outer walls and floors over the past
six months.

With the buildings warran-

At the beginning of the year, the
Bureau alerted the building’s main-
tenance company to swiftly propo-
se a repair plan. Following recent
complaints from homeowners,
the Bureau reissued the notice and
conducted an on-site inspection.
The maintenance company has

CRIME

Jaywalking cases
and traffic accidents
on the rise

NADIA SHAW

ACAU has wit-

nessed a sig-
nificant  surge in
jaywalking cases, with
4,081 instances re-
corded from January
to May this year, a
staggering 4.5 times
higher than the same
period last year.

This trend in pedes-
trian violations is part
of a broader increase
in traffic accidents,
with 6,409 incidents
reported during the
same period, a nearly
25% increase year-on-
-year.

The rise in acciden-
ts has also led to an
increase in fatalities,

with two deaths recor-
ded during the period.

Total fines increa-
sed 22% to MOP82.14
million. Statistics from
the Public Security Po-
lice have revealed that
May alone saw 641
cases of pedestrians
illegally crossing the
road.

Moreover, the data
reveals a range of
other traffic violations
in Macau.

From January to
May, there were 962
cases of drivers using
mobile phones while
behind the wheel (1.2
times higher year-on-

-year).
Additionally, 423
cases were recorded of

drivers failing to wear

seatbelts, a 1.3-fold
rise.
Whileillegal parking

cases decreased 3.3%
to 268,000, there were
still 14,000 instances of
motorists disobeying
traffic signs, a 2.5 in-
crease from last year.

In addition to these
violations, the poli-
ce have also cracked
down on taxi-related
offenses, with 378 vio-
lations recorded from
January to May, as ci-
ted by TDM.

This includes ins-
tances of overpay-
ment (11 cases) and
refusal of taxis (130 ca-
ses), as well as 49 cases
of white-plate taxis.

PUBLIC HOUSING

since removed the loose tiles.

In its statement, the ITH not only
emphasized the importance of
property owners attending to the
maintenance of common areas
but also urged them to fulfill their
legal responsibilities and obliga-
tions.

Furthermore, the authority
stressed the need for property
owners to conduct regular inspec-
tions, repairs and maintenance to
ensure the overall safety and well-
-being of the building’s occupants.

As the residents of Taipa’s Iat Fai
building continue to grapple with
the deteriorating state of their ho-
mes, they hope the government
will address their plea for financial
assistance.

With loose tiles posing potential
risks, the urgency to find a viable
solution remains paramount, the
association argued.

The residents are appreciative
of the bureau’s involvement and
commitment to monitoring the
situation, but are eager for the go-
vernment to take further action to
rectify the building’s infrastructure
issues.

In the face of limited resources,
homeowners are left with uncer-
tainty about how to proceed and
fear the burden of funding repairs
may fall on their shoulders.

FIRST BATCH OF ELDERLY RESIDENTS TO
MOVE INTO THEIR UNITS IN OCTOBER

NADIA SHAW

HE first batch of seniors

is expected to move into
their flats in October, with the
remaining 700 units to be ope-
ned to tenants next year.

The senior housing project
in Areia Preta consists of arou-
nd 1,400 studio-style flats set
in towers, along with commu-
nity facilities.

Units will be allocated on
a points-based system, and
residents will be able to lease
the flats for a three-year term,
which is renewable,

However, concerns have
been raised about the afforda-
bility of the housing.

One resident in his sixties
expressed worries, stating, “El-
derly people of that age don't
have any income. Even if they
do have income, it’s miniscu-
le,” according to a TDM report.

The government has ack-
nowledged the affordability
issue, with Hon Wai, director

RENATO MARQUES
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of the Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS), stating the housing was
aiming at providing a higher
standard of accommodation
to residents who were older
aged but financially indepen-
dent.

The IAS has received over
1,500 applications, and quali-
fied applicants will be invited
in order of point ranking to se-
lect their apartments.

Justlast month, Macau’s go-

vernment has significantly
increased the number of uni-
ts available in the first phase
of a new housing project for
seniors, nearly doubling the
original quota in an effort to
better accommodate the ter-
ritory’s growing elderly popu-
lation.

The expansion adds over
1,500 units to the initial pha-
se, increased from the original
759 units.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

REACHING OUT!

+25,000

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes

DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla Zandonai

T 4 MacauDaily srymamm®

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrdo, Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Emilie Tran,

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang

Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa, Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, Jodo Palla Martins, Jorge Costa
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield,
Sérgio de Almeida Correia, Viviana Segui DESIGNER_ Rebeca Aimeida | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property,
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacaoNews,
Xinhua SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao

Advertisement

i

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

SEND NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND PRESS RELEASES TO: NEWSROOM@MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM WEBSITE: WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO



T

4 MacauDaily mrisaes s

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo page 3
mon 24.06.2024 ®r MACAU

r ]
TRANSPORT

Lawmaker Ron Lam leads
push for ride-hailing services

NADIA SHAW

ACAU’S taxi sys-
tem has long been
criticized for its
outdated techno-
logy and unreliable services.
Unlike neighboring Hong
Kong and mainland China,
Macau has yet to embrace ri-
de-hailing platforms like Uber,
Didi and Grab.
Macau'’s traditional taxi fleet
has been dwindling, with only
1,501 taxis as of March 31, a de-

ses to begin operations next
year (January).

The lack of modern trans-
portation options has drawn
criticism from both locals and
visitors.

The inability of foreign tou-
rists to effectively use the local
radio taxi app due to its limited
registration options and poor
location services has been rai-
sed many times.

The MassPlus app, which
is the primary platform for
booking taxis, only allows regis-

mobility infrastructure, provi-
ding a more efficient and relia-
ble service for all.

However, the government
has been hesitant to introduce
such services, citing concerns
about the impact on the tradi-
tional taxi industry.

Earlier this vyear, the
lawmaker has also expressed
doubts about the local radio
taxi’s ability to cater to foreign
visitors, due to its unreliable lo-
cation platform and outdated
means of communication.
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CANADIANS FIND A HOME IN MACAU WITH A
THRIVING COMMUNITY DESPITE THE PANDEMIC

HOWARD TONG

ESPITE its small size, the

special administrative re-
gion of Macau has long been
home to a thriving Canadian
expatriate community.

From educators to enter-
tainment professionals and
business leaders, Canadians
have carved out a unique ni-
che in this bustling SAR.

Speaking at the “True North
Splendour: Celebrating Cana-
da Day in Style” event, Howard
Stribbell, the president of the
Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce in Macao (CanCham
Macao) said, “We’re a small
but mighty group.”

“While Canadians aren’t
always the most boisterous
bunch, we've made important
contributions across various
industries here,” Stribbell told
the Times.

The International School
of Macao (TIS), which uses
a Canadian curriculum and
employs many Canadian tea-
chers, serves as a cornerstone
of the community.

“The school has really hel-
ped keep our population stea-
dy, even through the challen-
ges of the pandemic,” the
CanCham president noted.

Beyond education, Cana-
dians have also left their mark
on Macau’s entertainment
scene.

Many artists and techni-
cians from Cirque du Soleil’s

GBA

Howard Stribbell, CanCham president

former Macau operations
have put down roots in the
city, getting involved in local
theatrical productions like
the “House of Dancing Water,”
which closed during the pan-
demic but is set to restart later
this year.

Canadian companies have
also played key behind-the-s-
cenes roles, such as designing
the water park systems for the
Galaxy Water Park and provi-
ding technical systems for the
Studio City Water Park, the

chamber president said.
Despite some pandemic-
-related departures, the Cana-
dian community in Macau has
proven remarkably resilient.
CanCham is now focused on
fostering connections, su-
pporting educational initia-
tives, and nurturing the next
generation of Canadian entre-
preneurs in the city.
According to Stribbell, the
city’s Canadian community
has made a significant reco-
very, reaching approximately

New Neighborhood secondary

90% of the pre-pandemic le-
vels in 2019.

While the pandemic affec-
ted all foreigners in Macau,
the Canadian population was
relatively less impacted due
to the presence of TIS which
constitutes the largest group.

However, there is still a de-
cline of around 10% compared
to the pre-pandemic levels.

“Macau may be small, but
the opportunities here are
huge,” Stribbell said.

“We're excited to see what

the future holds for Cana-
dians in this vibrant, multi-
cultural hub.”

Looking ahead, the cham-
ber is focusing its efforts on
three key priorities: facilita-
ting networking and connec-
tions between Canadians and
other expatriate communities,
supporting education through
initiatives, and nurturing the
next generation of young en-
trepreneurs in Macau.

“One priority is networking,
allowing people to connect
together. The chamber is
lucky to have a great com-
munity in Macau, and they
work closely with the British
chamber [of commerce], the
Australian chamber, and the
French chamber to dovetail
on lots of events.”

Secondly, the chamber fo-
cuses on education in Macau
because of the Canadian in-
ternational school by organi-
zing events, like hosting the
university fair at TIS.

“The third priority is focu-
sing on the younger genera-
tion, the young entrepreneurs
that are starting up in Macau.
As a former head of school,
the speaker gets excited to see
TIS alumni graduate, go over-
seas, and then come back to
Macau. Whether they are em-
ployed in Macau or they start
their own businesses, the
chamber wants to find ways
to support them,” said the
president.

ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGN
LAUNCHED TO RAISE

school to openin 2026

HE Henggin School

affiliated with Ma-
cau's Hou Kong Middle
School is expected to offi-
cially open in September
2024.

Located in the Guang-
dong-Macao  In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in
Hengqin, the school will
initially enroll students in
its kindergarten and pri-
mary section for Septem-
ber this year.

The secondary school,
however, is expected to be
completed by 2026 and
will have a projected en-
rolment of 1,000 students.
According to preliminary
plans, it will be a five-s-
tory building.

Chen said the secon-
dary school plans to open
six classes in each grade,
with a total of 36 classes,
and is expected to enroll
1,100 to 1,200 students, as
cited in a TDM report. It

will primarily employ tea-
chers from Macau.

Chan Hung told TDM,
“since this is a school for
Macau students, the ma-
jority of the enrolled stu-
dents will be from Macau,

so the faculty will consist
mainly of Macau teachers
who are more familiar
with the local situation.”

Nevertheless, the
school will also recruit
teachers from mainland
China and abroad, as it
aims to be a more inter-
nationalized school that
will implement the IB
(International Baccalau-
reate).

The construction of
the secondary school of-
ficially commenced May
27.The school will feature
an outdoor playground, a
cafeteria, a gymnasium,
multifunctional class-
rooms and parking facili-
ties for staff. NS

AWARENESS

HE Judiciary Police (P])

has launched its annual
“Anti-Narcotics Week” cam-
paign to raise awareness
about the dangers of drug
consumption among the lo-
cal community, particularly
targeting the youth.

The week-long initiative,
which runs until June 26, the
International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf-
ficking, will feature a series
of events and activities ai-
med at educating the public
about the harmful effects of
drugs.

“In May and early June
this year, we prepared several
events for secondary school
students, many of whom are
going to study abroad,” Sit
Chong Meng director of PJ
said.

“Through these events, we
wanted to make the students
aware of the harmful effects
of marijuana and other dru-
gs. A total of 2,800 students
attended the events.”

The campaign will inclu-
de the setup of anti-drug
promotion booths at the
Nova Mall, where visitors
can engage with informa-
tion boards, participate in
game booths, and learn more
about the ongoing efforts to
combat drug-related crimes
in Macau.

The director said drug-rela-
ted crimes in Macau have de-
creased significantly in recent
years, with a more than 50%
reduction over the past five
years and an even more subs-
tantial 80% decrease compa-
red to a decade ago. VC
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INFLATION RATE UP TOURISM
0.77% IN MAY MA
Y ARRIVALS RECOVER TO
Price Index (CPI) for Macau
b OF PRE-COVID LEVELS
year earlier, according to
figures released Wednesday
by the Statistics and Census LYNZY VALLES - )
Service. The price indices Visitor Arrivals
for education saw the largest HE number of visitor ar- N,
increase of 5.06% year-over- rivals in May increased by 4.000.000
yearin May. Health costs 21.6% compared to the pre- 2
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while housing and fuels grew nally, there was a month-on- . S. - Sy
0.57%. Transportation costs -month increase of3.5%. accor- | 2090,000 e
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fell 2.99 A) andrecreation and ding to data from the Statistics 00 o i
culture dipped 0.91%. For 1,300,000 :

PP and Census Service (DSEC).
the 12 months ending in May, ... . I

. . The growth in visitor arrivals 1,000,000
average inflation was 1.03% dri b 27 2% i
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clothing and footwear prices. and a 15.9% increase in overni-
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INTERNATIONAL
GASTRONOMY HITS
VISITOR TARGET ON
FINAL DAY

Tourism officials say the
10-day International Cities
of Gastronomy Carnival met
its visitor goal on its last day.
Director Maria Helena de
Senna Fernandes told AP

the event drew an estimated
100,000 people. She said most
food stalls at the festival's
Food Avenue were "hot
sellers.” The event featured
food forums, demonstrations
by 26 culinary capitals and
collaborations between hotels
and chefs. Senna Fernandes
hoped participants got to
know Macau better through
community tours showcasing
each area's culture. She

said future festivals could
introduce more food and
discover cooperation
opportunities within Macau's
diverse communities.

CANCER ACCOUNTS
FOR AROUND 30% OF
FATALITIES IN MACAU

Alvis Lo, the director of the
Health Bureau, has stated
that cancer accounts for
around 30% of fatalities in
Macau, according to the
records of cause of death.
During his speech at the
Kiang Wu Hospital-organized
Greater Bay Area International
Oncology Summit Forum,

Lo emphasized that

tumors are classified as
chronic diseases, and their
management can be greatly
improved through early
detection and treatment.

He also highlighted Macau's
efforts in collaborating with
different medical institutions
to enhance healthcare
services, such as the training
of specialized doctors and
advancements in medical
technology.

red to the previous year.

In terms of visitor source,
mainland China experienced a
year-on-year increase of 25.9%
in May, with a total of 1.86
million visitors.

Among them, those traveling
under the Individual Visit Sche-
me saw a growth of 6.3%. Visi-
tors from the nine Pearl River
Delta cities in the Greater Bay
Area also increased by 30.3%
compared to the previous year.
However, there was a 3.3% de-
crease in visitors from Hong
Kong (582,083) and a signifi-
cant surge of 118.7% in visitors

STATS

Record visitor numbers at Henggin port

NADIA SHAW

R —a—20119 —a—7023

from Taiwan (68,971).

The number of visitors from
Hong Kong returned to the le-
vel seen in May 2019, while
visitors from mainland Chi-
na and Taiwan rebounded to
76.5% and 78.5% of their res-
pective levels in the same mon-
th of 2019.

Meanwhile, international
visitors recorded a substantial
year-on-year increase of 74.4%
in May, totaling 184,854.

This represents a recovery
to 61.3% of the figure recorded

in May 2019. Among the Sou-
theast Asian markets, the num-
ber of visitors from Indonesia
rose by 15.6% compared to the
same month in 2019. The figu-
res for visitors from the Phili-
ppines (35,852) and Malaysia
(15,094) returned to 73.8% and
80.2% of their respective levels
in May 2019.

In the South Asian marke-
ts, the number of visitors from
India (13,759) reached 65.7%
of the level seen in May 2019.
In the Northeast Asian marke-

ts, numbers of visitors from
the Republic of Korea (33,999)
and Japan (9,924) recovered
to 51.7% and 29.4% of the cor-
responding levels in the same
month of 2019.

During the initial five mon-
ths of 2024, visitor arrivals in-
creased by 50.2% compared to
the previous year, reaching a
total of 14.17 million visitors.

This represents a recovery to
82.4% of the visitor level obser-
ved during the same period in
2019.

HE Hengqin Port

has seen a signifi-
cant surge in passenger
flow.

The total number of
entries and exits has
exceeded 10 million as
of June 22, marking a
year-on-year increase
of approximately 44.4%.

The Hengqgin immi-
gration inspection sta-
tion of Zhuhai immigra-
tion inspection station
reported the milestone
(10 million travelers)
was achieved two mon-
ths ahead of schedule
when compared to last
year.

The record for the hi-
ghest single-day inbou-
nd and outbound pas-
senger flow has been set
three times during the
year.

The station has pre-
dicted the peak pas-
senger flow during the
summer vacation is co-

ming,
tourists expected to in-
crease significantly, as
cited by TDM.

The average daily
passenger flow during
the summer vacation
is expected to exceed
60,000, and the annual
passenger flow is ex-
pected to exceed 20
million.

Among the 10 million
inbound and outbou-
nd tourists, there were
about 4.1 million main-
landers going to work
and school in Macau,
an increase of about
50% from last year.

There were also
about 2.47 million
Hong Kong and Macau

residents, an increase
of about 20%.
Additionally, appro-

ximately 1.02 million
vehicles passed throu-
gh Hengqgin Port, a
year-on-year increase
of approximately 9.3%.

The Vehicle Person-

with mainland | &

nel Inspection and Re-
lease Hall, which ope-
ned April 9, has seen

215,000 inbound and
outbound passengers,
including 156,000 Hong
Kong and Macau resi-
dents, accounting for

72.5% of the total.

This trend is expec-
ted to continue, driven
by the growing popula-
rity of Macau as a tou-
rist destination and the
increasing ease of travel
through Hengqin Port.

The Hengqin master
plan aims to accom-
modate up to 120,000
Macau residents on the
island by 2035, further
boosting the local eco-
nomy and tourism in-
dustry.
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MACAU KART GP

Winners crowned after four days
of intense racing in Coloane

RENATO MARQUES

E winners of the 2024

Macau Kart Grand Prix

have been revealed after

four days of intense racing

under the hot sun at the Macau In-

ternational Karting Track in Coloa-
ne.

The results confirmed some who
started as favorites, but also inclu-
ded some last-minute surprises and
drama that added to the thrill of the
races.

The four-day event saw Round
5 of the 2024 AAMC (Automobile
General Association Macao-China)
Karting Championship and Round
3 of the 2024 China Karting Cham-
pionship (CKC), including eight ra-
cing categories.

One of the surprises occurred in
the last race of the event yesterday
afternoon.

The results of all the weekend
sessions suggested local racer Tia-
go Rodrigues would win the final of
the AAMC KZ class but that did not
happen.

GAMING

After a troubled race that had
to be restarted, Rodrigues failed to
come out smoothly and could not
hold the pole position.

Immediately attacked by the
Hong Kong racer, Liao Yan Yik, who
had been second on the grid, Ro-
drigues lost the advantage but not
the pace and attacked the top po-
sition until a major mid-race crash
between Hong Kong racer Chan
Cheuk Hin and local racer Leonar-
do Oliveira stopped the race.

The incident also damaged the
tire barriers forcing the red flag to
come out immediately.

Without any major harm suffe-
red by the racers, the marshals qui-
ckly fixed the tire barriers and the
race continued.

After some confusion on the
actual placing of the karts at the
restart, the race was finally back on
but in the process, Rodrigues lost
another place, being overtaken by
Cheong Man Hei.

Rodrigues completed the po-
dium in third position.

After the race he was unhappy

RENATO MARQUES

with the outcome as, like most
people who watched the racing
weekend, he felt the win should
have been within his reach.

In the top category of the CKC,
the Master, Singapore’s Luke Arms-
trong, also performed a little stunt
to take the win after starting the fi-

nal race in the middle of the pack.

Still, with a consistent pace, he
kept climbing positions lap after lap
and took the checkered flag with a
comfortable lead over Chinese ra-
cer Cao Muhua who had started in
pole position. Third was local vete-
ran racer Pang Kam Kwan.

OTHER

JUNNCRS (CKC)

Cadet Class

1. Han Yuchen (CHN)
2. Chang Shuo Ting (TPE)
3. Wen Yubo (CHN)
OK-N Class

1. Liang Yan (CHN)

2. Yu Haoxi (CHN)

3. Tang Zixuan (CHN)
Junior Class

1. Fion Shi (USA)

2. Zhu Pinmu (CHN)
3. Aaron Mehta (SGP)
Senior Class

1. Tang Zixuan (CHN)
2. Liao Yan Yik (HKG)
3. Kimi Chan (HKG)

OTHER

JUNERS (AANIC)

Mini ROK Class

1. Tam Cheuk Yin (MAC)

2. Wan Chio Ut (MAC)

3. Wong Chi Him (MAC)
ROK GP Junior Class

1. Chen Cheok Lam (MAC)
2. Cheang Wai Cheng (MAC)
3.ChonglanIp (MAC)

MGM expands Cotai resort with hotel rooms and wellness focus

GM China Holdings

Ltd, has engaged con-
sultants and designers to ex-
pand its MGM Cotai resort,
according to a Bloomberg
report.

The company plans to
add hotel rooms and intro-
duce “wellness” services at
the property, Bloomberg re-

ported last week.

During a press briefing
at the time, Pansy Ho Chiu
King, the chairperson of
MGM China, outlined a se-
ries of non-gaming invest-
ment commitments, many
of which are targeted at the
MGM Cotai resort.

One of the key pledges

was the development of an
“Urban Oasis,” described
as a “one-stop service com-
bining wellness and medical
offerings including medical
hydrotherapy, diet therapy,
leisure and health manage-
ment, medical tourism and
health assessments.”

The casino operator also

confirmed plans to add an
extra hotel tower to the exis-
ting 1,390-room MGM Co-
tai, which opened February
2018.

The Macau government
has mandated casino con-
cessionaires increase their
non-gaming offerings as
part of the new concession

terms that began January
2023.

Despite the government’s
shift in policy focus towards
non-gaming tourism, MGM
China has been able to im-
prove its market share in
Macau’s gaming industry.

The company’s market
share in terms of gross ga-

ming revenue climbed to

17% in the first quarter of

2024, up from 15.2% a year
earlier and 9.5% in 2019.

This growth has been at-
tributed, in part, to the in-
creased number of gaming

tables allocated to MGM
China under the new con-

cession.VC

CORPORATE BITS

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau
hosts mass yoga session

Over 100 participants took
part in a mass yoga session
yesterday at Artyzen Grand
Lapa Macau hotel celebra-
ting International Yoga Day.
Organized by the hotel with
Yoga Light and the Yoga and
Sports General Association

- |
of Macau, China, the event
saw a record 108 "Sun Sa-
lutation” sequences perfor-
med.

Rutger Verschuren, the
area vice president of Arty-
zen Hospitality Group and
general manager of Artyzen

Grand Lapa Macau, stated
that the company is dedica-
ted to promoting health and
wellness. Partners said yoga
is growing in popularity in
Macau as a way to connect
mind, body and cultures.

With Macau aiming to diver-
sify beyond gaming, wellness
events are seeing increased
interest. Verschuren said the
resort excites guests with di-
verse facilities and activities
amid lush gardens.

Echoing the success, Ri-
tesh Kumar of Yoga Light
praised Artyzen's support,
and Louise Shum of the
sports association said more
are experiencing yoga's be-
nefits. The event highlighted
Macau's travel offerings as
partners spoke of using yoga
to promote harmony.

Sands Resorts wins multiple hospitality awards

Multiple  Sands  Resorts
properties in Macau were re-
cognized for excellence in
hospitality at the 2024 Travel
+ Leisure Luxury Awards Asia
Pacific. The Londoner Macao
took the number one spot for
the first time in the "Best Ho-
telsin Macau" category. Sands
Resorts Macao was also inthe

Top 10 for "Best Integrated
Resorts in Asia Pacific.”

The awards celebrate the
best in the hospitality indus-
try as selected by Travel +
Leisure readers. Sands Re-
sorts Macao placed in the
Top 10 of five categories in-
cluding "Best Integrated Re-

sorts Asia Pacific" and awards

for individual properties like
The Londoner Macao, Four
Seasons Hotel Macao, The St.
Regis Macao, and The Parisian
Macao. Resort amenities like
pools, spas and general ma-
nagers were also acknowled-
ged.

Kris Kaminsky, senior vice
president of Sands China
Ltd., said he was thrilled with
the recognition and praised
the teams who “delivered in-
dustry-leading offerings and
exceptional experiences.”
Ensuring memorable stays,
The Londoner Macao incor-
porates five hotel brands with
expanded lifestyle experien-
ces, including extensive retail,
entertainment, meetings and
convention spaces.
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EDUCATION

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL STUDENT BESTS

UNIVERSITY COMPETITORS IN A MATH CONTEST

FU TING

17-year-old vocational

school student from rural
China became a celebrity on
social media after reaching the
final round of a math competi-
tion, beating many others from
top universities and raising
questions about the education
system.

Jiang Ping, who is studying
fashion design, finished 12th in
the Alibaba Global Math Com-
petition, one of 802 who made
it to the final round — an eigh-
t-hour test that takes place Sa-
turday.

A video that included an in-
terview with Jiang got more
than 800,000 likes and 90,000
comments after it was posted
on social media by Damo Aca-
demy, the organizer of the con-
test. Most expressed their ama-
zement, while some questioned
if it was real.

Jiang says in the video inter-
view that she didn’t think she de-
served to join the competition,
even though she enjoys working
on advanced math as it “brings
out my desire to explore.”

Congratulations poured
in. People visited her parents’
home in a village in Jiangsu pro-
vince on China’s east coast with
alcohol and money to show su-
pport. Her pictures were shown
on the walls of shopping malls
in her hometown, Lianshui.
Zhejiang University and Jiangsu
University praised her on their
Weibo accounts.

While it was unclear how
Jiang ended up in vocational
school, her story still reminded

Beijing sanc

AP PHOTO

some in China of the inequality
between rural and urban areas
and how that can make it har-
der for even talented students to
climb the economic ladder.
“While Jiang Ping is openly
celebrated, many Chinese feel
deep down inside that her story
highlights the hopelessness of
Chinese education,” said Jiang
Xueqin, a China-based educa-
tion researcher. “The odds are
fundamentally stacked against
ordinary  Chinese, without
power, wealth, or ‘guanxi,”” the
Chinese term for connections.
Inequality in education
appears to have worsened in re-
cent years. Spending on educa-
tion in rural areas was 17% less

than in cities in 2019 for the nine
years of compulsory education
in China, which does not inclu-
de high school. It was only 2%
lower in 2013, based on calcula-
tions from data in a Peking Uni-
versity report on the urban-rural
gap in per capita expenditure.

Ministry of Education data
show that 70% of students in
China’s vocational schools are
from rural areas. The high per-
centage suggests that the edu-
cation system works like a cas-
te system, Jiang, the researcher
said.

Jiang, the math whiz, is the
only vocational school student
among all the finalists. The
others, who are mostly Chine-

se, mainly come from top-tier
universities such as Cambrid-
ge, MIT and Caltech, as well as
China’s top two, Tsinghua and
Peking University. Winners will
be awarded $2,000 to $30,000 in
prize money.

The competition was started
six years ago by Alibaba, a Chi-
nese e-commerce giant. Jack Ma,
then-executive chair of Alibaba
Group, said the goal was to find
students who enjoy math and
encourage and support them.

Jiang did well enough on the
entrance exam to go to high
school, the Communist Party se-
cretary of her vocational school
told state broadcaster CCTV.

The secretary said she

tions several Lockheed Martin units,

three executives over arms deals with Taiwan

HINA said Friday it

has banned a num-
ber of business units of
American aviation manu-
facturer Lockheed Martin
Corp. and three of its exe-
cutives over arms deals the
company has signed with
Taiwan, the self-ruling is-
land it claims as its own
territory.

The statement from
China’s Foreign Ministry
said the company’s coo-
peration with Taiwan had
violated the country’s so-
vereignty, standard termi-
nology in its discussions of
any outside dealings that

AP PHOTO

tio

1989.
Named under

the

TR

applied to the vocational school
instead of a high school because
her older sister and good friends
were students there. Other Chi-
nese media said it was because
she came from a poor family,
and vocational school gave her
a scholarship.

Attempts to reach Jiang
were unsuccessful. A call to her
school was unanswered and
Damo Academy, an affiliate of
Alibaba, didn’t respond to an
email.

Jiang says in the video inter-
view that her plan is to get into
a good university. It’s not impos-
sible, though vocational school
students only have access to
certain institutions. MDT/AP

Foreign technology has
played a large part in that
process, but Chinese com-
panies have increasingly
developed the means to
replace their overseas su-
ppliers.

Taiwan relies heavily on
U.S. suppliers for arms,

support the island’s gover-
nment.

The effects of the sanc-

ns appeared

largely

symbolic since military
cooperation between the
U.S. and China has been
suspended since the Peo-

ple’s

Liberation Army’s
crackdown on student-led
pro-democracy protests in
Beijing and other cities in

sanctions were Lockheed
Martin Missile System In-
tegration Lab, Lockheed
Martin Advanced Techno-
logy Laboratories and Lo-
ckheed Martin Ventures.
Top executives James Do-
nald Taiclet, Frank Andrew
St. John and Jesus Mala-
ve were listed as banned
from traveling to China.
China has been steadily
growing its domestic air-
craft industry, producing
parts, planes and services
for Airbus and producing
its own commercial jets.

even as it works to boost
its own defense industries
and increase mandatory
military service for men
from four months to one
year.

That comes against the
backdrop of China’s rising
threat to encircle or inva-
de Taiwan to achieve what
it calls a historical mis-
sion to annex the island.
Taiwan was formerly a Ja-
panese colony and sepa-
rated from mainland Chi-
na amid civil war in 1949.
MDT/AP
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DISPUTED SEA Brawner Jr.

Philippines says it won't back down
after clash with Chinese Coast Guard

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

president of the Phili-
ppines said yesterday his
country would not yield
to “any foreign power”
after Chinese forces injured Filipi-
no navy personnel and damaged
at least two military boats with
machetes, axes and hammers in
a clash in the disputed South Chi-
na Sea, but added the Philippines
would never instigate a war.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
flew with his top generals and de-
fense chief to the western island
province of Palawan, which faces
the South China Sea, to meet and
award medals to navy personnel
who came under assault by the
Chinese coast guard Monday as
they attempted to deliver food and
other supplies to an outpost on the
hotly contested Second Thomas
Shoal.
Videos and pictures of the chao-
tic faceoff made public by the mi-
litary showed Chinese coast guard

personnel hitting a Philippine navy
boat with a wooden bar and seizing
a bag while blaring sirens and using
blinding strobe lights. The Chinese
government said that its coast guard
had to take action after Filipino for-
ces defied warnings not to stray into
what China calls its own offshore
territory, a claim long rejected by
rival claimant governments and in-
ternational arbitrators.

The violent confrontation
sparked condemnation and alarm
from the U.S., the European Union,
Japan, Australia and other Western
and Asian nations, while China and
the Philippines blamed each other
for instigating it. Marcos'’s key ad-
visers said Friday that his adminis-
tration has no plan to invoke the
country’s mutual defense treaty
with the United States.

“We are not in the business to
instigate wars,” Marcos told Filipi-
no forces. “In defending the nation,
we stay true to our Filipino nature
that we would like to settle all these
issues peacefully.”

o
[
o
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o
<

Chinese Coast Guard hold knives and machetes as they approach Philippine troops
on a resupply mission in the Second Thomas Shoal at the disputed South China Sea
last week

In Monday’s faceoff at the shoal,
Marcos said “we made a conscious
and deliberate choice to remain
in the path of peace.” The Filipi-
no navy special operations group

personnel who came under attack
used only their bare hands to push
back the Chinese, some of whom
pointed knives at them, said Phi-
lippine military chief Gen. Romeo

“We stand firm. Our calm and
peaceful disposition should not be
mistaken for acquiescence,” Mar-
cos said. “History itself can tell that
we have never, never in the history
of the Philippines yielded to any fo-
reign power.”

Chinese officials in Manila and
Beijing did not immediately com-
ment on Marcos’s remarks.

Marcos praised about 80 officers
and personnel involved in Mon-
day’s supply mission, including one
who lost his right thumb during
the high seas confrontation, saying
they “exercised the greatest res-
traint amidst intense provocation.”
He issued an appeal: “Continue to
fulfill your duty of defending the
nation with integrity and respect as
you have done so far.”

The territorial disputes, which
involve China, the Philippines, Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan,
have long been seen as a flashpoint
that could pit the U.S. against Chi-
na if high seas confrontations esca-
late into armed conflict. Washing-
ton has repeatedly warned that it is
obligated to defend the Philippines,
its oldest treaty ally in Asia, if Filipi-
no forces are attacked, including in
the South China Sea.

Indonesian forces have also ope-
ned fire on Chinese fishing boats in
past confrontations in waters off
the Natuna islands on the fringes of
the South China Sea. MDT/AP
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comprehensive strategic partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, last week

e e .
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, and Russia’s Pre5|dent Vladlmlr Putin shake hands after S|gn|ng a

ANALYSIS

WITH ITS NEW PACT WITH NORTH
KOREA, RUSSIA RAISES THE STAKES

WITH THE WEST

EHIND the smiles, the

balloons and the red-carpet
pageantry of President Vladi-
mir Putin’s visit to North Korea
last week, a strong signal came
through: In the spiraling con-
frontation with the U.S. and its
allies over Ukraine, the Russian
leader is willing to challenge
Western interests like never be-
fore.

The pact that he signed with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un envisions mutual military
assistance between Moscow
and Pyongyang if either is atta-
cked. Putin also announced for
the first time that Russia could
provide weapons to the isolated
country, a move that could des-
tabilize the Korean Peninsula
and reverberate far beyond.

He described the potential
arms shipments as a response
to NATO allies providing Ukrai-
ne with longer-range weapons
to attack Russia. He bluntly de-
clared that Moscow has nothing
to lose and is prepared to go “to
the end” to achieve its goals in
Ukraine.

Putin’s moves added to con-
cerns in Washington and Seoul
about what they see as an allian-
ce in which North Korea provi-
des Moscow with badly needed
munitions for its war in Ukraine
in exchange for economic assis-
tance and technology transfers
that would enhance the threat
posed by Kim’s nuclear weapons
and missile program.

A LANDMARK PACT

The new agreement with Pyon-
gyang marked the strongest link
between Moscow and Pyongyang
since the end of the Cold War.

Kim said it raised bilateral re-
lations to the level of an alliance,
while Putin was more cautious,
noting the pledge of mutual mi-
litary assistance mirrored a 1961
treaty between the Soviet Union
and North Korea. That agree-
ment was discarded after the So-
viet collapse and replaced with a
weaker onel in 2000 when Putin
first visited Pyongyang.

Stephen Sestanovich, senior
fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations noted that when Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev sig-
ned the deal with Pyongyang in
1961, he also tested the world’s
biggest nuclear bomb, built the
Berlin Wall and probably started
thinking about moves that led to
the Cuban missile crisis in 1962.

“The question for Western
policymakers now is whether
Putin is becoming comparably
reckless,” Sestanovich said in
a commentary. “His language
in North Korea -- where he de-
nounced the United States as a
‘worldwide neocolonialist dicta-
torship’ — might make you think
so.”

South Korea responded by
declaring it would consider sen-
ding arms to Ukraine in a major
policy change for Seoul, which
so far only has sent humanita-
rian assistance to Kyiv under a

longstanding policy of not su-
pplying weapons to countries
engaged in conflict.

Putin insisted Seoul has no-
thing to worry about, since the
new pact only envisions military
assistance in case of aggression
and should act as a deterrent to
prevent a conflict. He strongly
warned South Korea against pro-
viding lethal weapons to Ukrai-
ne, saying it would be a “very big
mistake.”

“If that happens, then we will
also make corresponding deci-
sions that will hardly please the
current leadership of South Ko-
rea,” he said.

Asked whether North Korean
troops could fight alongside
Russian forces in Ukraine under
the pact, Putin said there was no
need for that.

POTENTIALWEAPONS
FOR PYONGYANG

Last month, Putin warned that
Russia could provide long-range
weapons to others to hit Western
targets in response to NATO allies
allowing Ukraine to use its allies’
arms to make limited attacks insi-
de Russian territory.

He followed up on that warning
Thursday with an explicit threat to
provide weapons to North Korea.

“I wouldn't exclude that in view
of our agreements with the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea,”
Putin said, adding that Moscow
could mirror the arguments by
NATO allies that it's up to Ukraine

" OVER UKRAINE

to decide how to use Western wea-
pons.

“We can similarly say that we
supply something to somebody
but have no control over what ha-
ppens afterward,” Putin said. “Let
them think about it.”

Sue Mi Terry, senior fellow for
Korea studies at the Council on
Foreign Relations, warned that
Moscow could share weapons te-
chnologies with Pyongyang to help
improve its ballistic missile capa-
bilities, noting there is evidence of
this happening already, with Rus-
sia possibly providing help to Nor-
th Korea with its successful satellite
launch in November, two months
after Kim last met Putin.

“This is deeply concerning be-
cause of the substantial overlap
between the technologies used for
space launches and intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles,” Terry said in a
commentary. “Russia can also pro-
vide North Korea with critical help
in areas where its capabilities are
still nascent, such as submarine-
-launched ballistic missiles.”

While raising the prospect of
arms supplies to Pyongyang that
would violate U.N. sanctions, Pu-
tin also said Russia would take ef-
forts at the world body to ease the
restrictions — an apparent signal
that Moscow may try to keep arms
supplies to Pyongyang under the
radar and maintain a degree of
deniability to avoid accusations of
breaching the sanctions.

Russia and North Korea have
rejected assertions by the U.S. and

its allies that Pyongyang has gi-
ven Moscow ballistic missiles and
millions of artillery shells for use in
Ukraine.

GOING ‘TO THE END’ IN A CON-
FRONTATION WITH THEWEST

By explicitly linking prospective
arms shipments to Pyongyang to
Western moves on Ukraine, Putin
warned Kyiv’s allies to back off as
he pushes his goals in the war — or
face a new round of confrontation.

“They are escalating the situa-
tion, apparently expecting that we
will get scared at some point, and
at the same time, they say that they
want to inflict a strategic defeat on
Russia on the battlefield,” Putin
said. “For Russia, it will mean an
end to its statehood, an end to the
millennium-long history of the
Russian state. And a question ari-
ses: Why should we be afraid? Isn't
it better, then, to go to the end?”

Alexander Gabuev, director of
the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Cen-
ter in Berlin, said Putin’s statement
reflected an attempt to discourage
the U.S. and its allies from ram-
ping up support for Kyiv as Russia
pushes new offensives in several
sectors of the front line.

“The situation is becoming in-
creasingly dangerous, and Russia
believes that it should quickly rap
the West over its knuckles to show
that its deeper engagement in the
war will have a price,” he said in re-
marks carried by Dozhd, an inde-
pendent Russian broadcaster.

He noted that Putin’s statement
that Moscow wouldn’t know where
itsarms end up if sent to Pyongyang
could have been a hint at North Ko-
rea’s role as an arms exporter.

TREADING CAUTIOUSLY
WITH CHINA

Putin’s visits to North Korea
handed a new challenge to Pyon-
gyang’s top ally, China, potentially
allowing Kim to hedge his bets and
reduce his excessive reliance on
Beijing.

China so far has avoided com-
ment on the new pact, but many
experts argue that Beijing won't
like losing sway over its neighbor.

Ever since Putin invaded Ukrai-
ne, Russia has come to increasin-
gly depend on China as the main
market for its energy exports and
the source of high-tech technolo-
gies in the face of Western sanc-
tions. While forging a revamped
relationship with Pyongyang, the
Kremlin will likely tread cautiously
to avoid angering Beijing.

“Whether this upgraded Rus-
sia—North Korea relationship will
be without limits depends upon
China,” which will watch even-
ts closely, said Edward Howell of
Chatham House in a commentary:.
“Beijing will have taken stern note
of Kim Jong Un’s claim that Rus-
sia is North Korea’s ‘most honest
friend.” Despite the likely increase
in cooperation in advanced mili-
tary technology between Moscow
and Pyongyang, China remains
North Koreas largest economic
partner.” MDT/AP
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DIPLOMACY Russia remains important for

US envoy visits Hanoi days
after Putin, saying US-Vietnam
trust is at ‘all-time high'’

ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL,
HANOI

senior U.S. diplomat

held talks in Vietnam

on Saturday and said

hat the trust between
the two countries was at an “all-
-time high,” just days after Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s
state visit to Hanoi.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of Sta-
te for East Asia and Pacific Affairs
Daniel Kritenbrink insisted that
his trip was unrelated to Putin’s
visit on Thursday. Vietnam had
elevated the United States to its
highest diplomatic status, com-
prehensive strategic partner, last
year, putting it at the same level
as China and Russia. The eleva-
tion of the U.S. ties suggested
that Vietnam wanted to hedge
its friendships as Western com-
panies look to diversify their su-
pply chains away from China.

Kritenbrink was speaking at
a briefing for selected media in
Hanoi. A recording of the inte-
raction was reviewed by The As-
sociated Press.

Putin’s trip to Hanoi had tri-
ggered a sharp rebuke from the
U.S. Embassy in Hanoi, which
said that “no country should give

TENSIONS

AP PHOTO

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink

Putin a platform to promote his
war of aggression and otherwise
allow him to normalize his atro-
cities,” referring to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, now in its third
year.

The American East Asia en-
voy echoed those concerns but

said that he made it clear to Viet-
namese officials that the “main
reason” for his trip was the part-
nership between the U.S. and
Vietnam. He met Vietnamese
Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son.

“Only Vietnam can decide how
best to safeguard its sovereign-

ty and advance its interests,” he
said, while stressing the econo-
mic relations between Vietnam
and its largest export market,
the U.S. Trade between the two
countrieswas $111 billion in 2023
— compared to just $3.6 billion
between Vietnam and Russia.

US aircraft carrier arrives in S. Korea as a
show of force against nuclear-armed N. Korea

Vietnam, not just because it is an
old ally from the Cold War era,
but also because it continues to
be its biggest defense supplier
and Russian oil exploration te-
chnologies help maintain Viet-
nam’s sovereignty claims in the
contested South China Sea.

Kritenbrink said that China’s
increasingly assertive actions in
pressing its claims to virtually
the entire South China Sea were
a cause of “great concern” for the
region and the world.

The territorial disputes, which
involve China, the Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and
Taiwan, have long been seen as
an Asian flashpoint that could
pit the U.S. against China if the
high seas confrontations escala-
te into an armed conflict.

Vietnam said Friday that it was
ready to hold talks with the Phili-
ppines to settle their overlapping
claims to the undersea continen-
tal shelf in the South China Sea
in a diplomatic approach that
contrasts with China.

“We think that Chinas ac-
tions, particularly its recent ac-
tions, around the Second Tho-
mas Shoal, vis-a-vis the Phili-
ppines have been irresponsible,
aggressive, dangerous, deeply
destabilizing,” Kritenbrink said.
He stressed that defense treaties
between the U.S. and its ally the
Philippines were “ironclad.”

The Philippines said Friday it
has no plan to invoke its mutual
defense treaty with the U.S. after
the Chinese coast guard reporte-
dly rammed, boarded and used
machetes and axes to damage
two Philippine navy boats in a
chaotic faceoff that injured Fili-
pino navy personnel. MDT/AP

Pat Ryder said in a state-
ment.

The Roosevelt strike
group also participated in
a three-way exercise with
South Korean and Japa-
nese naval forces in April
in the disputed East China
Sea, where worries about

KIM TONG-HYUNG,
SEOUL

A:uclear-powered U.s.
ircraft carrier arrived
Saturday in South Korea
for a three-way exercise
involving Japan as they
step up military training
to cope with North Korean
threats, which have esca-
lated following a security
pact with Russia.

The arrival of the USS
Theodore Roosevelt strike
group in Busan came a day
after South Korea summo-
ned the Russian ambas-
sador to protest a major
deal between Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin and
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un this week.

The agreement pledges
mutual defense assistance
in the event of war. South
Korea says the deal po-
ses a threat to its security
and warned that it could
consider sending arms to
Ukraine to help fight off
the Russian invasion as a
response — a move that
would surely ruin its rela-
tions with Moscow.

Following a meeting
between their defense
chiefs in Singapore earlier
in June, the United States,
South Korea and Japan
announced the Freedom
Edge drills.

The Roosevelt strike
group will participate in
the exercise that is expec-
ted to start within June.

AP PHOTO

e, .-
The Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier

is anchored in Busan, South Korea, Saturday

South Koreas military
didn’t immediately con-
firm specific details of the

training.

Rear Admiral. Chris-
topher Alexander,
commander of Carrier

Strike Group Nine, said
the exercise is aimed at

sharpening tactical pro-
ficiency of ships and im-
proving interoperability
between the countries’ na-
vies “to ensure we are rea-
dy to respond to any crisis
and contingency.”

South Korea’s navy said
in a statement that the

arrival of the carrier de-
monstrates the strong de-
fense posture of the allies
and “stern willingness
to respond to advancing
North Korean threats.”
The carrier’s visit comes
seven months after ano-
ther U.S. aircraft carrier,
the USS Carl Vinson, came
to South Korea in a show
of strength against the
North.

Following completion
of the exercise, the Roo-
sevelt strike group will
leave for the Middle East
to “continue promoting
regional stability, deter
aggression, and protect
the free flow of commerce
in the region,” Pentagon
spokesperson Maj. Gen.

China’s territorial claims
are rising.

In the face of growing
North Korean threats, the
United States, South Korea
and Japan have expanded
their combined training
and boosted the visibili-
ty of strategic U.S. mili-
tary assets in the region,
seeking to intimidate the
North. The United Sta-
tes and South Korea have
also been updating their
nuclear deterrence stra-
tegies, with Seoul seeking
stronger assurances that
Washington would swiftly
and decisively use its nu-
clear capabilities to de-
fend its ally from a North
Korean nuclear attack.
MDT/AP
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Democrats wrestle

with whether to attend
Netanyahu's address to
Congress as many plan
to boycott

FARNOUSH AMIRI,
WASHINGTON

HE last time Israeli

Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu

addressed the U.S.
Congress, nearly 60 Democrats
skipped his speech nine years
ago, calling it a slap in the face
to then-President Barack Oba-
ma as he negotiated a nuclear
deal with Iran.

With Netanyahu scheduled
to address U.S. lawmakers on
July 24 and his government
now at war with Hamas in
Gaza, the number of absences
is likely to be far greater.

Congressional Democrats
are wrestling with whether to
attend. Many are torn between
their long-standing support for
Israel and their anguish about
the way Israel has conducted
military operations in Gaza.
More than 37,000 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli fire
since the Hamas attack on Oct.
7 that triggered the war, accor-
ding to the Health Ministry in
Hamas-run territory. The mi-
nistry does not differentiate
between civilians and comba-
tants in its figures.

While some Democrats
are saying they will come out
of respect for Israel, a larger
and growing faction wants no

part of it, creating an extraor-
dinarily charged atmosphere
at a gathering that normally
amounts to a ceremonial, bi-
partisan show of support for
an American ally.

“I wish that he would be a
statesman and do what is right
for Israel. We all love Israel,”
former House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., said recently
on CNN about Netanyahu.
“We need to help them and not
have him stand in the way of
that for such along time.”

She added, “I think it's going
to invite more of what we have
seen in terms of discontent
among our own.”

Tensions between Ne-
tanyahu and Democratic Pre-
sident Joe Biden have been
seeping into the public, with
Netanyahu last week accu-
sing the Biden administration
of withholding U.S. weapons
from Israel — a claim he made
again Sunday to his Cabinet.
After the prime minister leve-
led the charge the first time,
White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said, “We
genuinely do not know what
he’s talking about. We just
don’t.”

The invitation from House
Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La.,
to Netanyahu came after
consultation with the White

House, according to a person
familiar with the matter who
was granted anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive subject. As
of now, no meeting between
the leaders during Netanyahu'’s
Washington visit has been
scheduled, this person said.
Netanyahu said in a release
that he was “very moved” by
the invitation to address Con-
gress and the chance “to pre-
sent the truth about our just
war against those who seek to
destroy us to the representa-
tives of the American people
and the entire world.”
Republicans first floated
the idea in March of inviting
Netanyahu after Sen. Majori-
ty Leader Chuck Schumer, the
highest-ranking Jewish official
in the United States, gave a
speech on the Senate floor that
was harshly critical of the pri-
me minister. Schumer, D-N.Y,,
called the Israeli leader “an
obstacle to peace” and urged
new elections in Israel, even
as he denounced Hamas and
criticized Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas.
Republicans denounced the
speech as an affront to Israel
and its sovereignty. Johnson
spoke of asking Netanyahu to
come to Washington, an invi-
tation that Schumer and Hou-
se Democratic leader Hakeem

Jeffries of New York ultimately
endorsed, albeit reluctantly.
Pelosi, who opposed the invi-
tation to Netanyahu in 2015
when she was Democratic lea-
der, said it was a mistake for
the congressional leadership
to extend it again this time.

Democratic Sen. Chris Van
Hollen of Maryland, who at-
tended the 2015 address as a
House member, said he saw no
reason why Congress “should
extend a political lifeline” to
Netanyahu.

Rep. Michael McCaul, chair-
man of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, said it would
be “healthy” for members of
both parties to attend. “I think
that a lot of Americans are ge-
tting a one-sided narrative,
especially the younger gene-
ration, and I think it's impor-
tant they hear from the prime
minister of Israel, in terms of
his perspective,” said McCaul,
R-Texas.

Interviews with more than a
dozen Democrats revealed the
breadth of discontent over the
coming address, which many
feel is a Republican ploy inten-
ded to divide their party. Some
Democrats say they will attend
to express their support for Is-
rael, not Netanyahu.

New York Rep. Gregory
Meeks, the top Democrat
on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, said he has an
“obligation” to attend because
of that position.

“It should not have taken
place,” he added. “But I can't
control that. And I have to do
my job.”

Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md,,
who leads the Sente Foreign
Relations Committee, has sig-
naled he will be there. Cardin
said that what he’s looking
for in Netanyahu'’s speech is
a “type of message that can
strengthen the support in this
country for Israel’s needs,” but
also lay the groundwork for
peace in the region.

Other Democrats are wai-
ting to see whether Netanyahu
will still be prime minister by
the time he is supposed to
speak to Congress.

There have been open sig-
ns of discontent over the han-
dling of the war by Netanyahu's
government, a coalition that
includes right-wing hard-li-
ners who oppose any kind of
settlement with Hamas.

Benny Gantz, a former mi-
litary chief and centrist po-
litician, withdrew from Ne-
tanyahu’s war Cabinet this
month, citing frustration over
the prime minister’s conduct
of the war. On Monday, Ne-
tanyahu dissolved that body.
Meantime, a growing number
of critics and protesters in Is-
rael have backed a cease-fi-
re proposal that would bring
home hostages taken by Ha-
mas. MDT/AP

this day in histoﬂ@
1983 US ASTRONAUT SALLY
RIDE RETURNS
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America's first woman in space has returned sa-
fely to Earth in the Challenger space shuttle after a
successful six-day flight.

Sally Ride, aged 32, captured the media's atten-
tion over the weeks leading up to blast-off on 19
Juneasthe publicrealised history was inthe making.

Ms Ride, a former tennis champion, decided to
become an astronautin 1977 after she saw a Nasa
advertisement in the campus newsletter while stu-
dying Englishand physics.

She was one of more than 1,000 women and al-
most 7,000 men to apply for just 35 places on the
1978 training programme and it was there that she
met her husband, fellow astronaut Steve Hawley.

Before blast-off last week, flight commander Ro-
bert Crippen said she had been chosen to fly purely
on her skills and not for her gender.

As flight engineer, Ms Ride's main tasks were to
monitor the controls and make sure nothing went
wrong on ascentand descent.

Up in space she also had to control a 50ft retrac-
table arm - which she helped to design - to retrieve
a satellite package of experiments.

It was the first time a satellite had been grabbed
from space and paves the way for repairing satellites
inorbit.

"She is flying with us because she is the very best
person for the job. There is no man | would rather
haveinher place,” he said.

This was also the first time the shuttle carried five
crew members, instead of the usual three. Along
with Sally Ride and Robert Crippen were Rick Hauck,
John Fabian and Dr Norman Thagard.

Ms Ride is the third woman to travel into space.

Today she received a telegram congratulating her
achievement from the world's first female cosmo-
naut, Valentina Tereshkova.

America's first female in space would have recei-
ved a much larger public welcome today had it not
been for poor visibility that forced Challenger to
changeits point of arrival.

The crew of STS-7 were due to complete their
mission at Cape Canaveral, in Florida. But cloud co-
vermeantachange of planandalanding at Edwards
Air Force base in California, some 3,000 miles away.

Nasa had hoped for a Florida landing to reduce the
expense and time taken to transport the shuttle
back to Cape Canaveral for its next mission.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Two years later; tragedy struck when the Challenger
space shuttle exploded on 28 January 1986, kiling all
on board including Christa McAuliffe, who was to be
the first schoolteacherin space.

Sally Ride is the only person to have worked onin-
vestigations into both the Challenger and Columbia
shuttle disasters.

Sheremained anastronaut until 1987, when she
resigned from Nasa and took up an academic post at
Stanford University.

Two years later she moved to the University of Cali-
forniain San Diego to become professor of physics
and director of the California Space Institute.

She has written several children's books about space
exploration.
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CIARAN FAHEY, LEIPZIG

LIAN Mbappé watched

rom the substitutes’ bench
as France and the Netherlands
finished 0-0 in a heavyweight Eu-
ropean Championship clash on
Friday.

Antoine Griezmann missed
France’s best chances while Xavi
Simons had a goal ruled out for
the Dutch in the first goalless
draw of the tournament.

It leaves both teams on four
points in Group D after their se-
cond match. It also ensured Po-
land was the first team elimina-
ted. Poland was beaten by Austria
3-1 earlier Friday and is assured
of finishing bottom of the group,
even if it beats France in its final
group game.

France’s buildup was domi-
nated by speculation on whether
Mbappé would play after the team
captain broke his nose in their
opening 1-0 win over Austria.

Mbappé trained wearing a face
mask on Thursday and coach Di-
dier Deschamps was optimistic
he'd be available. But Deschamps
evidently decided it was not worth
the risk to play Mbappé in a game
his team had no need to win.

“Kylian is doing well. He’s ge-
tting better with each day. If it
was a decisive game I would have
thought twice about him playing,”
Deschamps acknowledged. “It’s a
risk for him. With each day that
that passes, we are getting to a

AD b

EURO 2024 | REVIEW

MBAPPE WATCHES FROM SUBS BENCH
AS FRANCE AND NETHERLANDS

PRODUCE FIRST 0-0

point where it’s better for him. I
thought the wiser decision was to

trived to miss when it seemed ea-
sier to score. Rabiot had only the

%

keep him on the bench.” goalkeeper to beat but he attemp- UL = L ocotend
France enjoyed its best period ted a pass instead to Griezmann, Hungary 1 3 Switzerland
of pressure after the break, when  who fell over trying to hit it from Spain 3 0 Croatia
Aurélien Tchouaméni headed close range. Italy 2 1 Albania
over, goalk(?eper Bart Verbruggen The French team, which nee- Poland 1 2 Netherlands
denied Griezmann from close ded an own goal to beat Austria, _
L Slovenia 1 1 Denmark
range, and Ousmane Dembélé has yet to score at Euro 2024. .
went close. “We weren't efficient enough. Sl 0 1 England
Then Xavi fired the ballin atthe ~ We had five or six goal-scoring Romania 3 0 Ukraine
otherend in the 69th on arebound  opportunities and we weren't able Belgium 0 1 Slovakia
after Mike Maignan saved Mem-  to find the back of the net, and if Austria 0 1 France
phis Depay’s el.:fort. It set off wild  we're not able to find thf: back of Turkey 3 1 TE—
Dutch celebrations that sent beer  the next, we’re not walking away _
. .. . . » Portugal 2 1 Czech Republic
cups and their contents flyinginto ~ with three points,” Deschamps ' ‘
the Leipzig sky. But the fans’ elation ~ said. “I'm happy despite the fact Gz 2 2 AUEIE
was quickly deflated because Den- ~ we weren't efficient enough.” Germany 2 0 Hungary
zel Dumfries, who was offside, was The Dutch fans outnumbered Scotland 1 1 Switzerland
adjudged after alengthy VAR check  their French counterparts. Thou- Slovenia 1 1 Serbia
to have pbstructed Mglgnan from sands of.ore'u}ge-'clad fans brlgh- Denmark 1 1 [Er—
attempting to save Xavi's shot. tened Leipzig’s city center earlier, Spai 1 0 ol
Netherlands coach Ronald though the French fans in blue Pa"? af/
Koeman thought otherwise and  were in no way discouraged from Slevalde L g Ll
felt the goal should have been creating their own party. One Poland 1 3 Austria
allowed. French supporter brought a live Netherlands 0 0 France
Griezmann had the best of rooster to the stadium on the eve Georgia 1 1 Czech Repulic
France’s early chances, forcing a  of j[he match. IF was unclear if the ey 0 3 Portugal
save from Verbruggen before he animal had a ticket for the game. . _
Belgium 2 0 Romania

and Adrien Rabiot somehow con-

MDT/AP
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Opening Hours:

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau
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General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lal Cheuck Seen Edward

Cr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
Cr. Mie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San
Cr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Ewong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qlao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwaong
Paediatrics : Or. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology @ Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

: Dr. Lam Kun Euan

EMT : Or. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardielogy : Dr. Jin Chun, Or, Leong Man Kin

General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey
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EURO 2024 having just come from saluting

No qoals but lots of selfie-
seekers for Ronaldo in chaotic
Portugal win over Turkey

STEVE DOUGLAS, DORTMUND

PORTUGAL 3, TURKEY 0

Y the end, it was hard
to know what Cristia-
no Ronaldo was more
frustrated about.

Failing to score for the se-
cond straight game at the Euro-
pean Championship or having
to fend off repeated attempts
for selfies by his adoring fans.

In what proved to be a wild
and potentially dangerous
match for the five-time world
player of the year, Ronaldo had
no goals, one assist and no less
than four selfie-seeking field in-
vaders for company in Portugal’s
chaotic 3-0 win over Turkey that
secured his team a spot in Euro
2024’s round of 16 on Saturday.

Ronaldo, one of the world’s
most popular and well-known
sport stars, was the center of at-
tention as always at Westfalens-
tadion.

Just not how he might have
expected.

“That’s the price you pay for
being so recognized in the world
of football,” said Bernardo Silva,
Ronaldo’s Portugal teammate.

Making a record 27th appea-
rance at the Euros, Ronaldo did
get his first goal involvement of
this tournament when he set up

JAMES ELLINGWORTH,
DUESSELDORF

PAIN is already qualified
for the Euro 2024 round
of 16 as Group B winner and
is the only team yet to con-
cede a goal. If it’s to qualify,

AP PHOTO

the third by Bruno Fernandes in
the 55th minute with an unsel-
fish pass across the face of the
six-yard box after being played
clean through.

Ronaldo, the most prolific
scorer ever in men’s internatio-
nal soccer with 130 goals, rarely
passes up such opportunities to
add to his remarkable tally.

Perhaps he just wanted ano-
ther record. This was his eigh-
th assist at a European Cham-
pionship, more than anyone
else.

“It was a pure moment of
Portuguese football,” Portugal
coach Roberto Martinez said in
praise of Ronaldo, his captain.
“It should be shown in every

Spain aims to keep its winning run going
and end Albania’s faint chances

academy in Portugal and world
football, because it showed that
the team is the most important
thing.”

Then things got a bit silly —
and potentially unsafe — for
the former Real Madrid, Man-
chester United and Juventus
striker.

Ronaldo was fine posing for
a photograph with a young boy
who evaded stewards to get on
the field in the 69th minute and
whipped out his cell phone.
That fan sprinted off before fi-
nally being grabbed and escor-
ted away by security.

However, Ronaldo certainly
wasn't amused when two other
fans with phones at the ready

tried the same trick in the fi-
nal few minutes of a game that
flew out of control. He threw his
arms up in disgust the first time
and appeared to actively try to
avoid the next one as he defen-
ded a corner.

It wasn't clear if those fans
got their wish before being
taken away.

After the final whistle, there
were more security breaches
as a fan wearing a red Portu-
gal jersey attempted to get clo-
se to Ronaldo while holding a
phone. He was soon tackled to
the ground. Then two more su-
pporters were prevented from
confronting Ronaldo as Portu-
gal’s players walked off the field,

their law-abiding fans in the
stands.

“It's a concern,” Martinez
said, “because today we were
lucky that the intentions of the
fans were good.

“If those intentions are
wrong, the players are exposed.
I don’t think that should happen
on a football pitch.”

Ronaldo missed out on a
chance to score a record-ex-
tending 15th European Cham-
pionship goal against a Turkey
team that was its own worst
enemy at times.

Not least in the 28th minu-
te when, trailing 1-0 to Silva’s
strike seven minutes earlier,
Turkey center back Samet
Akaydin delivered a back-pass
that rolled to the side of his
goalkeeper and straight into the
net. Remarkably, it was a sixth
own-goal already at these Eu-
ros — and certainly the most
embarrassing, with Akaydin
later being taken off injured to
complete a miserable evening
for the defender.

Portugal backed up its ope-
ning 2-1 victory over the Czech
Republic and has qualified with
a game to spare from Group E
guaranteeing a last-16 match
in Frankfurt on July 1. Marti-
nez may choose to rest Ronaldo
and more of his key players for
Portugal’s final group match,
against Georgia in Gelsenkir-
chen on Wednesday.

Turkey stayed on the three
points it had from beating
Georgia 3-1 in their first game,
but the pressure has been fir-
mly ramped up on coach Vin-
cenzo Montella, who faced in-
tense questioning of his tactics
from his country’s media after
the match.

“We were punished harshly
tonight,” Montella said. MDT/AP

Albania is likely to need a
win that would rank among
all-time great upsets. The
kickoff in Duesseldorf — at
the same time as group ri-
vals Croatia and Italy meet
in Leipzig — is 3 a.m. local
time (1900 GMT).

Here’s what to know
about the match:

MATCH FACTS

— Spain’s slick, confi-
dent performance in its 1-0
win over defending cham-
pion Italy means that the
team — European cham-
pion in 1964, 2008 and 2012
— is once again being hai-
led as a favorite for the tit-

le. Germany and Portugal
were the only other teams
to win their opening two
games.

— The one possible ne-
gative from Spain’s win
over Italy was that it took
an own goal from Italian
defender Riccardo Calafio-
ri. No Spain player has sco-
red since Dani Carvajal just
before half time in the ope-
ning 3-0 win over Croatia.

— Albania scored the
opening goal in both of its
games — breaking a record
with one after just 23 se-
conds — but ended up with
just one point after a 2-1
loss to Italy and a dramatic

2-2 draw with Croatia.

— It’s theoretically pos-
sible that a draw might be
enough to qualify Albania
for the round of 16 as one
of the third-place teams
with the best record but it
would need several other
results to go Albania’s way.
To begin with, even if Alba-
nia and Spain were to draw,
a win for Croatia over Italy
would eliminate Albania.

— Albania forward Mir-
lind Daku is awaiting the
outcome of an UEFA in-
vestigation into “alleged
inappropriate  behavior”
over chants he led following
the Croatia game.

BYTHE NUMBERS

— By completing the
group stage without conce-
ding a goal, Spain can emu-
late a feat only two teams
managed at Euro 2020.
They were Italy and En-
gland, who went on to meet
in the final where Italy won
on penalties.

— Spain won all eight of
the games it’s ever played
against Albania but needed

a 90th-minute goal from
Dani Olmo to win their
most recent encounter 2-1
in a 2022 friendly.

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING
—“We have proved we
know what we're doing, we
have proved we can play
against the strongest teams,
teams that put pressure on
us. So if you ask me if I think
the team is ready to win this

competition, my answer is
yes.” — Spain defender Ay-
meric Laporte.

— “We should enter
the pitch to give 100%, the
maximum. Spain is a team
who likes to play the ball,
to control it very well. We
should be careful and play
with counterattacks and ex-
ploit any chance we might
have.” — Albania winger
Arber Hoxha. MDT/AP

LUBCOMINGGAMES

Date Time
Tue Jun25 03:00
03:00

Home Away
Albania Spain
Croatia [taly

OoDDS
H8,D4.8,A1.48
H3.38,D3.4A24
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m BUZZ
I e s A family of six was found dead by rescuers in Fujian province, = was toppled by a landslide, killing the family.
state media reported Saturday, adding to the extreme weather Authorities on Friday had said 47 people were dead in nei-

deaths after downpours caused landslides in the area, even as  ghboring Guangdong province, which has seen historic floo-

authorities extended a warning of more severe weather ahead.  ding caused by the rains. The weather damaged more than a
The six people, who had previously been reported missing,  hundred bridges and flooded farmland, and destroyed roads

were found dead in a temple near their home by rescuers after  connecting rural townships.

days of searching in Fujian’s Shanghang county, according to The heaviest rains were from Sunday into Tuesday last week,

the state-backed Hongxing news. They had gone to the temple  toppling trees and collapsing homes, and authorities estima-

seeking shelter, as it was on higher ground, but the building ted billions of dollars in damage.

T

OPINION _

China Daily_I

Li Zhenguang, China

‘DIE-HARD’ SEPARATISTS HAVE
NOWHERE TO GO

On Friday, Chinese authorities issued guidelines for impo-
sing criminal punishments on diehard “Taiwan independen-
ce” separatists for engaging in or inciting secession. The gui-
delines, jointly released by the Supreme People’s Court, the
Supreme People’s Procuratorate, and the ministries of public
security, state security, and justice, will come into effect upon
publication.

These guidelines serve as a timely warning for
Lai Ching-te, the islands leader who took offi-
ce on May 20. His inaugural speech almost amoun-
ted to an open declaration of “Taiwan independence”.
Lai’s actions and statements as a “pragmatic advocate for
Taiwan independence” underscore his reckless indifference
toward the welfare and interests of Taiwan residents.

His reckless remarks on “Taiwan independence” are highly
detrimental to cross-Strait relations, which reveal the fantasies
and subversive thoughts of both Lai and the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party.

Hence, it is imperative for the mainland to take action to pre-
vent Taiwan seeking “legal independence”.

Lai has been issuing pro-independence statements for years
but earlier he represented only the DPP and himself.

But as the leader of Taiwan island his statements carry a to-
tally different meaning. His blatant “Taiwan independence” re-
marks seriously challenge the 1992 Consensus that both sides
of the Taiwan Strait belong to one China, and show that he and
the DPP are trying to change the status quo across the Strait.

It's a historical fact that both sides of the Strait belong to one
China. This fact is enshrined in the existing laws and regula-
tions on both sides and is recognized by the international com-
munity.

His ridiculous claim that “Taiwan is a sovereign country” is a
dangerous attempt to construct an unfounded entity.

Neither within the international community nor within the
United Nations has there been a “Taiwan state”. Taiwan has ne-
ver been nor will it ever be a country. There is no historical or
legal basis for that.

Lai’s intent to confront the Chinese mainland by portraying
it in fact is the primary enemy of the island and raising cross-

PARIS 2024

US OLYMPIC AND
OTHER TEAMS WILL
BRING THEIR OWN

AC UNITS TO PARIS,
UNDERCUTTING
ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN
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New Zealand's
government will overhaul
the tighter gun laws
introduced after a deadly
mass shooting by a white
supremacist five years
ago, because they put
excessive burdens on gun
owners who feel vilified
by law enforcement and
the public, the lawmaker
leading the changes
said. "What's happened
is a massive change

with massive penalties
and targets on people
who didn't do anything
wrong,” Associate
Justice Minister Nicole
McKee — alobbyist for
gun owners before she
entered Parliament in
2020 — said.

India and Bangladesh
on Saturday moved to
bolster their defense
relationship and

signed agreements for
expanding cooperation
in maritime security,
ocean economy, space,
and telecommunication
sectors, as New Delhi

Strait tensions. By projecting cross-Strait cooperation as a EDDIE PELLS, performance capabili- has said about the plans tries to present itself as

threat, Lai has not only sown discord among Taiwan residents EUGENE, ORE. ty.” for the Olympics. aregional power and a

but also jeopardized their fundamental interests. The Washington Post According to the counterweight to China.
Laihas described the mainlands military drills and “coercion” HE U.S. Olympic reported earlier this International Energy The agreements were

as the greatest strategic challenge to global peace and stability,
and made confrontation with the mainland as a central policy
in order to arrogantly “seek peace through strength”.

His animosity toward the mainland is palpable, as he portrays
cross-Strait exchanges and cooperation as threats and “infiltra-

team is one of a
handful that will su-
pply air conditioners
for their athletes at the

month that Germany,
Australia, Italy, Canada
and Britain were among
the other countries with

Agency, fewer than 1 in
10 households in Euro-
pe has air conditioning,
and the numbers in Pa-

signed during Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina's visit to India, the
first foreign leader to visit
New Delhi since Narendra

TOSS : ande S ! Paris Games in a move plans to bring air condi-  ris are lower than that. Modibecame the
o bytélemamlan‘d, mc1nr}§haUed and hostility against the that undercuts organi- tioners to France. The study said that of ?OUHELYZ‘zr'metm'”'Ster
e zers' plans to cut car- Olympic organi- the 1.6 billion AC units or e mhird term two

Using the “national security law”, he is coercing the island’s
residents and opposition parties to adhere to the DPP’s anti-
-mainland stance.

This approach is diametrically opposite to the wishes of the
majority of Taiwan residents, who desire peaceful develop-
ment and mutually beneficial cooperation across the Strait.

Lai’s moves are not in line with the aspirations of Taiwan re-
sidents, and undermine their welfare and security. By instilling
fear among Taiwan residents and coercing them into taking
forward his agenda, Lai is threatening the very fabric of Taiwan
society. Hence, his policies pose an unprecedented risk to the
lives and well-being of Taiwan resident.

Lai’s stance on “Taiwan independence” is the biggest threat to
peace and stability across the Strait.

The pursuit of independence by Lai and the DPP will lead to
a conflict. That's why to counter Lai’s provocations, which in-
clude his attempts to seek help from outside forces to realize
his evil goal of “Taiwan independence”, the People’s Liberation
Army’s Eastern Theater Command conducted drills code-na-
med Joint Sword-2024A around Taiwan on May 23, sending a
clear message that the PLA will not allow any force to separate
Taiwan from the motherland.

[Abridged]

bon emissions.

U.S. Olympic and
Paralympic CEO Sarah
Hirshland said Friday
that while the U.S. team
appreciates efforts ai-
med at sustainability,
the federation would
be supplying AC units
for what is typically the
largest contingent of
athletes at the Summer
Games.

“As you can imagine,
this is a period of time
in which consistency
and predictability is cri-
tical for Team USA’s per-
formance,” Hirshland
said. “In our conversa-
tions with athletes, this
was a very high priority
and something that the
athletes felt was a criti-
cal component in their

zers have touted plans
to cool rooms in the
Athletes Village, which
will house more than
15,000 Olympians and
sports officials over the
course of the games,
using a system of coo-
ling pipes underneath
the floors.

The average high
in Paris on Aug. 1 is 26
degrees Celsius (79 de-
grees Fahrenheit). The
objective is to keep the
rooms between 23-26
degrees (73-79 degrees
Fahrenheit). The rooms
will also be equipped
with fans.

“I want the Paris Ga-
mes to be exemplary
from an environmen-
tal point of view,” Paris
mayor Anne Hidalgo

in use across the glo-
be in 2016, more than
half were in China (570
million) and the United
States (375 million). The
entire European Union
had around 100 million.

The Olympics mark
the most important
stop on the athletic ca-
reers of the 10,500-plus
athletes who will des-
cend on Paris, which
has led some high-pro-
file countries to un-
dercut environmental
efforts for the sake of
comfort.

“It’s a high-perfor-
mance environment,”
Australian Olympic
Committee spokes-
man Strath Gordon
explained to The Post.
MDT/AP
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weeks ago.

Russia-Ukraine At least
three people were killed in
a Russian bombing attack
on Ukraine's second city,
Kharkiv, on Saturday
afternoon, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said. Another
38 people were wounded
in the attack, Kharkiv
Mayor Ihor Terekhov said.
Four aerial bombs were
launched against the city,
damaging residential
buildings, shops and
public transport stops,
said Kharkiv regional Gov.
Oleh Syniehubov. He said
that four of the wounded
were in serious condition.



