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PORTUGUESE EDUCATION MINISTER MINIMUM DOMESTIC FACING BUDGET

FERNANDO ALEXANDRE CRITICIZES y CRUNCHES, CHINESE TAX
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Austrian security officials
said yesterday that the
main suspect of the two
arrested in a foiled plot to
attack now-canceled Taylor
Swift shows in Vienna fully
confessed to his plans to "kill
as many people as possible
outside the concert venue.”
Officials said they found ties
tothe Islamic State group.

AP PHOTO

Czech Republic July's gIoBaI

Conch Repubic Liys ot Police arrest suspects in connection with
as EINino conditions waned, ruesome murder at a hOtEl in COtai L

yet experts in Prague caution
the overall warming trend
persists due to ongoing —
climate change. Despite a
dipinrecords, July remains
the second warmest month
onrecord, signaling enduring
climatic challenges as
temperatures continue to
surpass historical averages
significantly.
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USA Hunter Bidenis
embroiledin allegations of
attempting to influence

U.S. policy onbehalf ofa
Romanian businessman
during his father's vice-
presidentialterm. This
revelation yesterday [Macau
time]is part of the broader
scrutiny into Hunter Biden's
international business
dealings, as he faces a
federaltax trial where deeper
details of hisengagements
may surface.
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USA Governor Tim Walz's
tenure has seen significant

ure nas seen si LABOR
legislative actionsin

LEI WAI NONG

broad societal reforms

including the expansion GRILLED AT

of abortionand LGBTQ+

rights. His policies align THE AL O N

with national Democratic

strategies, potentially L AB O R’RE L ATE D

shaping his role as Vice

President Karala Harris's ILLE G ALITIES

running mate inthe
upcoming national elections.

More on backpage aP4

GTdP
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POWER OUTAGE
BRIEFLY DISRUPTS
HKZMB BRIDGE
OPERATIONS

A brief power outage
occurred at the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge
(HZMB) Immigration Station
yesterday morning, lasting
approximately 36 minutes.
The incident, which began at
10:09 a.m., affected ceiling
lights and escalators in the
public areas of the building
but did not impact customs
clearance operations. An
investigation revealed

the outage was caused

by improper maintenance
operations, and the backup
generator failed to activate as
the building retained power.
The Public Security Police
Department (PSP) promptly
deployed additional personnel
to ensure order during the
outage, and there were no
reports of injuries or delays for
travelers.

DSAL HOSTS JOB
MATCHING SESSIONS

The Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) is set to hold three
job matching sessionsin

the third week of August,
aiming to fill 168 vacancies
across various industries.

The sessions will feature 100
vacancies in the supermarket
retail sector on Aug. 15,
followed by 39 positions in
the travel and public transport
industry, and 29 vacancies in
the hotel sector on Aug. 16.
Registration is open from 9
a.m.on Aug. 9 until 12pm on
Aug. 14, with limited online
spots available. Interested job
seekers can register through
DSAL's website.

DEADLINE
APPROACHES FOR
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
SUBSIDY SUBMISSION

The supplementary document
period for the 2023/2024
school supplies subsidy for
post-secondary students will
close on Aug. 31, 2024. The
Education Fund reported that
nearly 85% of registrants

have submitted their required
documents since the initial
registration deadline on May
31. Students needing to
provide additional information
have been notified via email
and text. They can check their
submission status through the
Macao One Account portal.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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EPM SAGA

EDUCATION MINISTER CRITICIZES
LEADERSHIP AT EPM, RENEWS
CONTRACTS OF AFFECTED TEACHERS

STAFF REPORTER

N a dispatch this week, Por-

tugal’s Minister of Education,
Science and Innovation, Fernan-
do Alexandre, expressed concern
over the leadership at the Portu-
guese School of Macau (EPM),
citing management’s “inability”
to address institutional issues
that have caused significant un-
rest among both parents and tea-
chers.

Alexandre highlighted disrup-
tions brought on by the school di-
rector’s abrupt, poorly-explained
replacement of four teachers.

Further, the recruitment of new
teachers not being based upon
clearly defined eligibility criteria
has fueled distrust and confusion
among existing teachers, parents,
and staff, sparking considerable
concern and opposition within
the school community.

“This new staff cycle, which
began with the appointment of
the administrators of the titular
entity and the new director of
EPM, should coincide with a con-
solidation of the school’s mission,
or even an expansion of its areas
of intervention,” said the minis-
ter.

“However, as soon as it began,
problems arose, causing ma-
jor impacts to both the school
community and local education
services. This has revealed an
inability on the part of those res-
ponsible for these problems to
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resolve them. Parents, educators,
teachers, non-teaching staff, and
the school community as a whole
have not been reassured,” he ad-
ded in the statement.

Alexandre emphasized that
the Board of Directors of the EPM
Foundation must regulate the
actions, as well as the general au-
thority, of the school director.

He stressed that the director
should not act independently,
particularly in sensitive matters
that effect the school’s opera-
tions, without first consulting, or
simply informing, the board.

“As a result of the decision not
to renew the contracts of four tea-
chers and a psychologist, taken
unilaterally by the director, Dr.
Acécio de Brito, a campaign of
dissent against the director has
commenced, organised by pa-
rents, guardians, and the school

PoaTUOUEAN |

community in general. This has

generated serious disruptions
to the functioning of the school,
causing alarm among stakehol-
ders, and even leading many
parents to threaten transferring
their children to other schools in
the region,” the statement read.

In a significant move, Alexan-
dre has renewed special leave
grants for several educators for
another year.

The decision, announced We-
dnesday, involves teachers Ale-
xandra Domingues, Carlos Botao,
Elsa Botdo, Manuela Dora Coe-
lho, and psychologist Isabel Mar-
ques.

The minister’s directive man-
dates that these professionals
remain at EPM for the upcoming
academic year, continuing their
teaching roles and assigned tasks.

Additionally, Alexandre has

Gov't sees decline in human
trafficking since 2008 law change

NADIA SHAW

ACAU’S

Security, this committee
includes members from

while maintaining a low
number of trafficking ca-

A report released re-
cently by the Office of

ordered that EPM maintain its
Portuguese non-native language
courses in the 2024/2025 acade-
mic year under the same condi-
tions as the previous year.

Emphasizing inclusive educa-
tion, the minister instructed EPM
to adhere to the guidelines set
by Macau’s Education and Youth
Development Bureau, ensuring
bipartisanship over the criteria to
be implemented.

Further, Alexandre has requi-
red the EPM Foundation’s Board
of Directors to communicate any
decisions regarding the school’s
operations meticulously in wri-
ting, specifying the outcomes of
any undertaken votes.

In a comprehensive eight-
page document, the minister also
advised the EPM director to apply
objective and transparent decison-
making in school operations.
The minister further requires the
director to foster an ongoing and
constructive dialogue with the
educational community, even in
matters beyond the EPM Board’s
purview.

The Portuguese Ministry of
Education’s representative was
in the region to evaluate the cir-
cumstances surrounding the ter-
mination of employment for the
teachers at the school earlier in
July.

This inquiry, which commen-
ced early July, involved meetings
with various parties directly in-
volved in the case.

blic Prosecutions Office.
GSS stated that criminal
charges were filed in one
of these cases and, in
2021, some defendants
were found guilty.
Despite these achie-
vements, Macau faces
criticism from some

govern-
ment has made
strides in combating
human trafficking since
the establishment of the
Committee on Concerns
on Measures to Deter Hu-
man Trafficking in 2007,
according to its report.
Under the supervi-
sion of the Secretary for
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various government sec-
tors, such as legal, eco-
nomic, and social affairs,
and aims to coordinate
efforts to prevent and
control human traffi-
cking.

The region has en-
gaged in international
cooperation,  ensuring
the protection of victims

Torréo,

Albano

ses—zero reported in re-
cent years. Between 2019
and 2023, Macau’s law
enforcement conducted
over 9,000 inspections
related to human traffi-
cking and illegal employ-
ment, resulting in only
two suspected trafficking
cases referred for prose-
cution.
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the Secretary for Securi-
ty (GSS) highlighted the
work carried out in the
Special Administrative
Region to prevent human
trafficking between 2019
and 2023.

Over this five-year pe-
riod, only two suspected
human trafficking cases
were referred to the Pu-

countries, including the
United States, which
has accused the region
of inadequate efforts in
combating trafficking.
The Macau government
has strongly denied these
claims, emphasizing its
commitment to transpa-
rency and effective pre-
vention strategies.
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CRIME

Pair arrested in connection
with gruesome hotel murder

NADIA SHAW

UTHORITIES have ar-

rested two suspects in

connection with the

urder of a Hong Kong

man at a Cotai hotel. The crime is

believed to be linked to illegal cur-
rency exchange operations.

Judiciary Police (P]) apprehen-

ded a 40-year-old man from main-

land China and a 48-year-old wo-
man from Hong Kong following
the discovery of the victim’s body
in a hotel room.

At a press conference on yester-
day, a PJ spokesperson reported
that the police were alerted to the
scene by the Fire Services Bureau
at 4:57 p.m. on Aug. 7. Upon arri-
val, responding officers found the
victim in the bathroom of his hotel

room, showing signs of a violent
struggle. He had sustained multi-
ple injuries, including a 20-centi-
meter cut on his neck.
Investigators recovered two
blood-stained knife blades, each
approximately six centimeters
long, from the room. The evidence
confirmed the incident is a homi-
cide, with indications that the cri-
me scene had been tampered with

before the police arrived.
Authorities revealed that the
victim had been involved in illegal
currency exchange activities for at
least six months, operating out of
the hotel room he rented. Recently,
he had won a significant amount
of money while gambling, accu-
mulating around HKD2.5 million.
Shortly before his murder, he ex-
changed casino chips for cash.

Surveillance footage showed
the male suspect entering the vic-
tim’s room shortly after this cash
exchange and remaining there for
about 90 minutes. He later met
the female suspect in the hotel
lobby where they exchanged a
bag believed to contain the cash.
The male suspect returned to the
victim's room for approximately
three hours before leaving with
two bags and taking a taxi.

The male suspect had reporte-
dly monitored the victim for three
months prior to the incident. He
was arrested alongside the female
suspect, who is accused of laun-
dering some of the stolen funds.
Authorities confiscated HKD1.3
million in stolen money from the
male suspect, both from his per-
son and his rented apartment
in Taipa. Following the murder,
he displayed advanced anti-sur-
veillance tactics, changing his
clothes twice. Investigators also
found blood-stained clothing and
two mobile phones belonging to
the victim outside a supermarket
in Taipa, indicating a calculated
effort to evade detection and dis-
pose of the incriminating eviden-
ce.

Both suspects face serious
charges including aggravated
murder and robbery for the male
suspect and money laundering for
the female suspect.

The case will be forwarded to
the Public Prosecutions Office for
further proceedings.
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Funpo para 0 DesenvolviMENTo Das CIENCIAS E DA TECNOLOGIA

Notice

BOUNCE THE CITY AT THE COTAI EXPO

I. Objectives

. Funding recipients:
F"ubllc?n

Application for the Second Funding Scheme for Technology Innovation Improvement

To respond to the policy of the Macao SAR Government, this Scheme is designed to attract and support
newcomers and those who are interested in improve their research capability to take the lead in

technology research and development (R&D), strengthen the cultivation of technology innovation talent,
enrich the technology talent base, and enhance the technology innovation capability of Macao to boost
the role and contribution of technology innovation to the social development.

II Funding Recipients and Relevant Conditions

gher education institutions in the Macao SAR.

MDT ticket giveaway

? Private higher education institutions established by law in the Macao SAR.
3) Private non-profit-making entities established by law in the Macao SAR.

2.The research project must have a project leader who is responsible for leading and coordinating the
project, and the project leader shall meet the following conditions:

1) As at the date of public application under the Scheme, the project leader shall have held a position not
higher than assistant professor or equivalent in a higher education institution referred to in paragraph 1
(13 or (2) of this Article for not more than five years.

2) The project leader works for an entity referred to in paragraph 1 (3) of this Article.

3. When the applicant is an entity referred to in paragraph 1 (3) of this Article and the funds applied for
are used for a higher education institution, the project leader must meet the conditions referred to in
paragraph 2 (1) of this Article.

I, Result Requirements

It is expected that the research results are not limited to academic results or application results, but may
include theses, publications, research (consulting) reports, patents, talent cultivation, software, hardware
(prototypes, samples), technical standards, formulas, new materials, new processes, etc

IV. Application Amount

Bounce The City Macao,
recognized as Asia's largest
indoor inflatable park, is
open in Macau from July 27
to September 18.

Spanning an impressive
150,000 square feet, the
park will showcase five
distinctinflatable attractions,
complemented by a vibrant
foam party and dynamic DJ
entertainment to enhance

the bouncing experience.

Each of the five colossal
inflatable attractions
presents unique challenges
designed to assess your
athletic abilities, with
The Giant featuring a
remarkable obstacle course
that stretches nearly 900
feet.

Experience the excitement
of Sport Slam, AirSPACE

Pink Alien, and City Xscape,
where you will be taken on
thriling cosmic  alien-filled
journeys, as well as explore
the underwater world at
OctoBlast.

There are five 90-minute
sessions available each day,
allowing guests to enjoy
bouncing and socializing on
the colorful inflatables to
their fullest.

The application amount shall not exceed MOP500,000.00.

V. Project Term o
The funding term for the project is one to two years.

Question for our readers

V1. Application Date
From August 9 to September 9, 2024

VII. Application Method

Applicants shall log on to the following online funding application system to complete the application
proposal before the application deadline. Website: htips://apps.fdct.gov.mo/sams/index

Address for document submission: Room K, 11/F, the Macau Square, No.43-53A Avenida do Infante D.
Henrique, Macao. Enquiry hotline: 28788777.

Untilwhen will Bounce The City Macao open at the Cotai Expo?

Please email answers to:
bouncethecity@macaudailytimes.com
Along with your name and cell phone number

VIIl. Review Standards

Ihe FDCT will review applications under the Regulation on Financial Support of the Science and
chhnolo?y Development Fund.

In particular, the following elements are considered for approval:

1) Ab|l|t\ﬂ of the applicant to implement the project;

2) Feasibility and work plan of the project;

Tickets-Giveaway
?3% Reasonableness of the budget;

Four sets of three and two tickets each wil be awarded to four readers

who send us more correct answers the fastest, along with your name and
cellnumber.

The contest will run for three days (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday).

each day with a different question to be answered.

Each 90-minute-session ticket is valued at MOP168 for a total prize value
of MOP1680.

4) Expected research results; ) . .
5) The effect of the project in enhancing the research capability of the participants.

President of Administrative Committee,
Science and Technology Development Fund
Che Weng Keong
August 8, 2024
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LEI WAI NONG

GRILLED ON

LABOR-RELATED ILLEGALITIES

RENATO MARQUES

HE Secretary for Economy

and Finance, Lei Wai Nong,
came under fire yesterday at
the Legislative Assembly (AL)
when lawmakers questioned
him about the rights of workers,
as well as a series of labor-rela-
ted illegalities they claimed have
been happening in Macau for too
long without response from the
authorities.

At the AL to participate in a
Q&A session with lawmakers
on several matters related to
his secretariat, Lei Wai Nong
did not satisfactorily respond to
lawmakers’ calls, a fact that, un-
surprisingly, did not please them
— and they made sure to express
their dissatisfaction.

Among the least pleased with
the secretary’s and his teams’
answers was lawmaker Nick Lei,
who presented an inquiry on
topics related to the continuous
growth of illegal work in Macau,
namely on activities such as pho-
to-taking and driving.

Consistent with previous ca-
ses over the last few years, the
secretary attempted to respond
to the lawmakers’ queries by
reading the laws related to the
matters, a fact that left Nick Lei
particularly angry.

“Why are you responding to
our questions with the law ins-
tead of responding with measu-
res to tackle the problems?” Nick
Lei asked. “There is no evalua-
tion, there are no measures... I
don’t want to hear you talking
about what the law says, we can
read, we know what the law says,
what we want [from you] is res-
ponses to our questions on how
to solve the problems. What are

you going to do?”

The same lawmaker noted
that the topics presented in his
inquiries are facts and reaffirmed
that people are providing illegal
work services in Macau, adver-
tising them to mainland visitors
through online, local platforms,
and getting away with it.

“It seems the government
responds only to complaints di-
rectly filed by residents, but even
when this happens and residents
complain directly to the police,
they [the lawbreakers] claim to
be ‘friends’ and helping while
nothing happens. It seems like
the government is running away
from its problem,” the same
lawmaker hit back.

In response, a member from
Lei Wai Nong’s team in charge
of the inspections of illegal work
said that, regarding the provision
of illegal photography services,
the Public Security Police Force
(PSP) is attending to this issue
through inspections, as well as
through the collection of intelli-
gence targeted towards tackling
the problem.

“For the whole year of 2023
and until June 2024, there were
six people intercepted who were
offering these kinds of illegal ser-
vices. We will continue to inten-
sify our actions to combat this
work,” he said.

Nick Lei called on the gover-
nment to present measures to
stop illegal photography works
provided by unregistered people
in Macau, as well as for the ces-
sation of the performing of illegal
driving jobs by mainland moto-
rists’, who have already obtained
special permits that allow them
to drive across the border into
Macau under special circums-

tances. The lawmaker claimed
that there is a well-known and
widespread abuse of this special
permit.

Not able to appease the
lawmaker, the Secretary passed
on the response to the same of-
ficial representing the multidis-
ciplinary team against illegal
work, citing figures from the ope-
rations of the PSP. Those figures
noted that, until June this year,
there were a total of 1,579 ins-
pections made, which resulted
in the interception of 681 people
suspected of performing illegal
work in Macau. From these, 206
were said to be drivers; only six
were holders of the special per-
mit mentioned by the lawmaker.

Such a response also promp-
ted the intervention of several
other lawmakers, like Ella Lei.
She said that “penalties for such
a wrongdoing are light and the-
refore are not deterrent enough.”

“The government has said to
have collected some MOP3.87
million in fines [over the last 18
months] but only some 2% of the
cases have had additional sanc-
tions applied,” she remarked,
adding, “We need to perfect the
regime. I know the regime alrea-
dy has provisions for additional
penalties, but these are rarely
applied. As we can see [from of-
ficial figures], only fewer than 3%
of the cases were subjected to
sanctions other than fines.”

Lawmaker Lo Choi In also ad-
ded that illegal workers and peo-
ple performing illegal activities
are not restricted to the afore-
mentioned sectors. Such people
can often be found in the food
and beverage sector as well, and
also the MICE (meetings, incen-
tives, conferences, and exhibi-

tions) sector. The lawmaker no-
ted the MICE sector as one of the
main sectors through which the
government hopes to diversify
Macau’s economy.

Lo even affirmed that “illegal
workers can even be found in
[MICE] events that are organized
by the government.” She called
again on Lei Wai Nong to present
concrete measures to tackle the
problem.

In response to Ella Lei, a re-
presentative of the Labour Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAL) said that the
application of additional sanc-
tions depends on the severity of
the case in question, such as the
damages caused, and so it is not
appropriate to apply additional
sanctions in all cases related to
illegal work.

Responding to the lawmaker
Lo, the same DSAL official said
that the bureau aims to solve the
issue of illegal workers operating
through the MICE sector by “im-
plementing awareness-raising
activities, disclosing more infor-
mation and distributing leafle-
ts to better inform people and
companies on the matter.”

In a different inquiry on
a similar topic, delivered by
lawmaker Ron Lam, which was
addressed in tandem to the one
presented by Nick Lei, Lam no-
ted several corporate illegalities
and wrongdoings, citing, inclusi-
vely, the recent case unveiled in
June involving the luxury retailer
DFS, which called on its workers
to take at least six days of unpaid
leave this summer in an attempt
to avoid layoffs.

Refusing to comment on par-
ticular cases, the secretary again
responded by citing the law, sta-
ting that companies can only
take such actions “in agreement
with their workers and not unila-
terally.”

Lam called on Lei Wai Nong
to explain the procedure if com-
panies fire, dismiss, or call for
unpaid leave from their workers,
especially if they possess non-re-

sident workers among their staff
members.

On the topic, Lei Wai Nong
said, “the general principle is
that if companies do this, the
government will reevaluate their
quotas [for hiring non-resident
workers (TNRs)].” He suggested
that it “did not seem reasonable”
for companies to run afoul of the
law.

The matter also invol-
ved interventions from other
lawmakers such as, among
others, José Pereira Coutinho
and Leong Sun Iok, highlighting
that, in this case, the law and
reality were two different things.

“There is the law and there is
the reality. Companies are ‘cle-
ver’ and know how to take ad-
vantage of flaws and loopholes,”
Pereira Coutinho said, adding
that companies often keep local
workers while applying for TNRs
quotas; after these have been
granted, they start dismissing
locals, or even creating hosti-
le work environments that lead
them to quit. He called for a re-
gime to effectively enforce the
existing laws.

Earlier, Lam called on autho-
rities to be transparent in what
concerns the disclosure of TNR
hire numbers in Macau. The
lawmaker noted that the gover-
nment has, for some time, been
disclosing only a general figure,
rather than providing details on
the categories or job posts invol-
ved. He also noted that, accor-
ding to research, the majority of
new TNRs hired since Novem-
ber last year were working in the
hotel industry, which he claims
is an industry of preference for
unemployed residents.

Lam noted the need to know
exactly which jobs companies
were hiring TNRs to, so as to
ensure efficiency instead of pro-
pping up a “wrong job matching
system”.

The same lawmaker, backed
by Leong, also said there was
a need to be aware that com-
panies, when hiring workers,
make different demands con-
cerning the required skills and
knowledge between resident
workers and TNRs, demanding
“a lot more” from the locals who
aim for the same roles.

The Secretaryresponded with
the current unemployment rate,
saying that the government has
done a lot in the past two years
to reach a state of “total employ-
ment” for Macau’s population.
According to the secretary, job
matching sessions provided by
DSAL have provided jobs for
over 8,000 residents.

On this score, Lam noted that
in the upcoming days, DSAL is
organizing, once again, a job-
-matching session that offers
front-desk jobs in the hotel in-
dustry with salary offers of arou-
nd 9,300 patacas per month, hin-
ting that such an offer is almost
impossible for local residents
who want to take such posts.
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LABOR surged, our wages have remained

Minimum domestic workers' salary
increased to MOP3,200

LYNZY VALLES

E government has rai-
sed the minimum salary
for domestic workers from
MOP3,000 to MOP3,200

per month.

The Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) announced the change
during a meeting of the Central
Zone Community Services Advi-
sory Council, stating that the ad-
justment “aims to provide better
guarantees for non-resident do-
mestic workers and to bring the
salary value closer to the average
remuneration in the maid labour
market,” as cited in a TDM report.

Data from the Statistics and
Census Service shows that the
current average salary for domes-
tic workers in Macau is MOP5,000
per month. The previous salary
threshold of MOP3,000 was consi-
dered too low to adequately protect
the rights and wellbeing of migrant
domestic helpers.

The authorities have already in-
formed employers who have hired

LYNZY VALLES

domestic workers that their auto-
matic renewal permits may be can-
celled if they fail to comply with the
new salary approval standard.

Authorities note that this mea-
sure is intended to ensure em-
ployers provide domestic workers
with fair compensation in line with
industry norms.

“We welcome the implemen-
tation of this regulation, and with
this progress, it may be possible to

increase the protection of migrant
workers in the household sector as
well, such as working hours, rest
hours and health insurance/work
accidents too,” Yosa Wariyanti, pre-
sident of the Indonesian Migrant
Worker Union, told the Times.
Despite the government’s in-
crease, domestic workers in the city
express their dissatisfaction. For
many, the raise offers “little to no
benefit” in light of the inflation that

has persisted since the onset of the
pandemic.

“What we truly desire is an in-
crease in our housing allowance.
The current MOP500 is inadequa-
te. Rent exceeds MOP2,500, neces-
sitating shared accommodations
with three others just to save mo-
ney,” a domestic worker, who refu-
sed to be identified told the Times.

Another worker voiced her con-
cerns, saying, “While prices have

stagnant. We are fortunate to have
employers who generously provide
meals, but what about those who
do not receive such support? Also,
who can survive in Macau with just
MOP3,200?”

The minimum salary require-
ment in Macau is far lower than
how much Hong Kong offers.

The Hong Kong government
has declared that, effective from
Sep. 30, 2023, the minimum salary
for domestic helpers under all em-
ployment contracts will be set at
HKD4,870 per month.

The majority of domestic
workers in Hong Kong reside with
their employers, which eliminates
housing costs.

Back in 2019, several groups of
migrant workers gathered at DSAL,
calling for a review of policies on
domestic workers including of an
outdated housing allowance and
requesting a review of the mini-
mum wage.

That was the first time that Fi-
lipino and Indonesian migrant
groups organized a meeting with
an official government depart-
ment, which took the group about
four months to organize.

Although the preparations took
place over some 12 months, the
groups expressed dissatisfaction
with the outcome of the meeting,
noting that officials responded to
the migrants’ concerns by quoting
current laws on imported labor.
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HISTORIC BUILDING
MAINTENANCE SUBSIDY
SCHEME TO LAUNCH

SECOND ROUND

NADIA SHAW

HE Cultural Development

Fund (FDC) is expected to
open applications for the se-
cond round of the “Historic
Building Maintenance Fun-
ding Scheme” in the coming
months, offering support to
owners of heritage buildings
and structures with cultural
value.

The first round of the sub-
sidy program, launched in
March 2024, received a total
of seven project applications.
Two of these projects have
since modified their scope,
shifting from maintenance of
multiple buildings to a single
structure, according to local
media.

The “Historic Building
Maintenance Funding Sche-
me” aims to support owners
in conducting regular struc-
tural inspections, assessmen-
ts, and necessary restoration

AD b

work on heritage buildings
and structures with cultural
significance in the city.

“The maintenance sco-
pe of the first round of seven
projects has been appro-
ved by the Cultural Heritage
Council,” said Hoi Kam Un, a
member of the FDC’s board of
directors, at a meeting yester-
day. “In the next stage, profes-
sional consulting companies
will submit maintenance
plans, which will then be re-

viewed and approved by the
fund.”

The second round of the
scheme is expected to open
for applications from the end
of the third quarter to the be-
ginning of the fourth quarter
of 2024. The budget for the
upcoming round has not yet
been determined as the de-
tails of the two modified pro-
jects are still under review.
The budget will be announ-
ced upon approval.

TRANSPORT

Light-rail interchange

for Macau-Zhuhai
connection completed

HE  cross-border

light railway link
connecting Macau
and Henggin Island in
Zhuhai, Guangdong
Province has reached
a significant milestone
with the completion of
an interchange facili-
ty. This development
enhances Macau’s in-
tegration into the “one-
-hour living circle” of
the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Greater
Bay Area.

According to the Pu-
blic Works Bureau, the
interchange facility,
which links Lotus Sta-
tion on Macau’s Light
Rail Transit Taipa line
and HEI station on the
Hengqin extension line,
has been finalized.

The  2.2-kilometer
extension starts from
HE1 station near Lo-
tus Bridge in Macau,

runs across Shizimen
Waterway to Zhuhai’s
Hengqin Island through
an underwater tunnel,
and ends at HE2 station
at the front of Hengqin
Port.

Construction of the
extension line was com-
pleted earlier this year
and testing has already
commenced. With the
finalization of the inter-
change, the overall pro-
ject is scheduled to be
completed in Novem-
ber and will commence
operation by the end of
this year, according to

the bureau.

The new LRT line is
expected to start trial
operation in October.

The cross-border
project is regarded as
a public infrastructure
priority for this year’s
25th anniversary of
Macau’s return to the
motherland.  Additio-
nally, there are plans
to extend the line from
Hengqgin Port to the
Guangzhou-Zhuhai-
-Macau high-speed rai-
Iway route, which starts
from Guangzhou North
station.
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Jury selection set for ex-politician accused

of killing L

KEN RITTER, LAS VEGAS

URY selection will begin

Monday in the trial of a

former Las Vegas-area po-

litician accused of killing
an investigative journalist who
wrote articles critical of the elec-
ted official's managerial con-
duct, a judge decided yesterday
[Macau time].

However, the judge on Mon-
day also will consider a renewed
request by former Democratic
county administrator of estates
Robert Telles to dismiss the case
completely, without a trial.

Telles, 47, has remained jai-
led since his arrest in Septem-
ber 2022, days after Las Vegas
Review-Journal reporter Jeff
German was found slashed and
stabbed to death at his home.
Telles has pleaded not guilty
to open murder, a charge that
could put him in prison for the
rest of his life if he is convicted.
Prosecutors are not seeking the
death penalty.

Telles has said repeatedly that
he wanted trial to start as soon
as possible. But he also spent
months hiring and firing several
defense lawyers, served as his
own attorney, and tried twice
without success to have Clark
County District Court Judge Mi-
chelle Leavitt removed from the
case. He alleged that the judge
was biased against him.

He has said he wants to tell a
jury that he was framed by poli-
ce, the investigation was tainted
by bias and his civil rights have
been violated. But Telles did
not provide evidence during a
February 2023 jailhouse inter-
view with The Associated Press,

o
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lark County Public Administrator Robert TeIIe (right) talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter

Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, May 11, 2022

and would not say what he was
doing the day German was atta-
cked and killed.

“He wants to proceed to trial,
wants to have his day in court,”
Telles’ current defense attorney,
Robert Draskovich, told repor-
ters outside court. “He’s been
fairly adamant since the get-go
that he wants to tell his story.”

Draskovich said he expected
jury selection would take seve-
ral days because of the intense
media attention surrounding
the case.

Prosecutors Pamela Weckerly

and Christopher Hamner have
declined to talk about the case
outside court. Clark County Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Wolfson has
called German’s death “brutal
and meaningless” and said the
case against Telles is important
for the community.

German, 69, was the only
journalist killed in the U.S.
among at least 67 news me-
dia workers slain worldwide in
2022, according to a the New
York-based Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists.

He was widely respected in 44

years of reporting on organized
crime, government corruption,
political scandals and mass
shootings — first at the Las Ve-
gas Sun and then at the Review-
-Journal. He was found dead by
a neighbor outside his home
months after he wrote articles
in 2022 that were critical of Te-
lles and his managerial conduct
while he was in elected office.
Prosecutors say stories that
German wrote about Telles are
a motive for the killing. They've
said they have strong evidence
including DNA believed to be

as Vegas investigative reporter

from Telles found beneath Ger-
man’s fingernails and videos
showing a man believed to be
Telles walking near German’s
home about the time of the
killing.

Progress toward trial also
was delayed by a legal battle
the Review-Journal took to the
state Supreme Court to protect
public disclosure of German’s
confidential sources while poli-
ce searched the slain reporter’s
computer and telephone re-
cords for evidence in the case.

The newspaper argued that
names and unpublished mate-
rial on German’s devices were
protected from disclosure by
the First Amendment and Ne-
vada state law. Las Vegas poli-
ce argued their investigation
wouldn’t be complete until the
devices were searched for pos-
sible evidence. The court gave
the newspaper, its lawyers and
consultants time to review the
files first.

Attorney Ashley Kissinger, re-
presenting the Review-Journal,
told yesterday that the review
process will be completed in
time to turn over records to poli-
ce and prosecutors on Monday.

In recent weeks, Telles and
Draskovich also have asked Lea-
vitt to block testimony at trial
about a federal hostile workpla-
ce and discrimination lawsuit
that four women who work in
the office he headed filed in May
against Telles and Clark County.

“The court should preclude
admission of all items purpor-
ting to show evidence of (Te-
lles’) character or alleged bad
acts,” Telles said in a July 25
court pleading. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Sands China brings back ‘amazing
summer’ for team members and families

Sands China has kicked
off its annual Sands China
Amazing Summer 2024
campaign, providing a series

of parent-child activities for
its team members and their
families.

The campaign, now in its

seventh year, was launched
with an opening ceremony at
The Venetian Macao's Cotai
ExpoonJuly 19.

The July-August program
features a fun fair, large-scale
parent-child painting, art and
science workshops, sports
experiences, storytelling, kids
book crossing, and behind-
the-scenes property tours.

Over the past six years, more
than 2,700 participants have
enjoyed quality time with their
families at these activities.

"Sands China has always
been attentive to the physical
and mental well-being of
its team members, and is
dedicated to promoting
work-life balance and family
harmony," said Wilfred Wong,
executive vice chairman of
Sands China Ltd.

City of Dreams presents star-

studded casts for ‘COD Summer Fun’

City of Dreams continues
to gear up for its 'COD

Summer Fun' event this
month, following a lineup of

celebrity performances in
July.

From August 11 to
September 1, City of

Dreams will welcome a star-
studded cast including Pakho
Chau, Stephanie Cheng, Alan
Po, Michael Tse, Mayanne
Mak, Hana Kuk, Priscilla
Wong, and Edwin Siu.

As cited in a statement
issued by the gaming
operator, fans will have the
chance to enjoy up-close
live  performances  and
interactive games, all while
vying for exclusive prizes
and the grand prize of Gold
Dragon decorations.

The event also features
busking performances and
social media-driven ice
cream giveaways.

Melco Style members can
double the summer fun by
redeeming a voucher pack
worth over MOP500 on the
event day.
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EXPLORING INTEGRATION AND ARTISTIC EXCHANGE

REVIEW
BY VICTORIA CHAN, MDT

HE Greater Bay Area,

encompassing Guang-

dong, Hong Kong, and

Macau, has long been
a vibrant hub of cultural inte-
gration and artistic exchange.
During the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, this region, shaped by the
burgeoning China Trade, witnes-
sed a remarkable convergence
of Chinese and Western art, ar-
chitecture, and history. Delving
into the captivating narratives
of this era reveals a rich tapestry
of cross-cultural encounters and
artistic fusion that shaped the
region’s identity.

As a testament to this re-
markable history, the “Focus:
Integration of Art between Chi-
na and the West in the 18th-19th
Centuries” exhibition at the Ma-
cau Museum of Art showcases
over 300 captivating artworks.
This exhibition unveils the vi-
sual dialogue and artistic achie-
vements of that time while also
helping us understand the histo-
ric, urban, and artistic evolution
of what is now the Greater Bay
Area.

The historical context of the
Greater Bay Area during this pe-
riod was defined by the dynamic

interplay between Chinese and
Western influences. As global
trade expanded, the region be-
came a melting pot of cultures,
attracting merchants, explorers,
and artists from around the wor-
1d. This cultural exchange left an
indelible mark on the area’s his-
tory, architecture, and arts, sha-
ping its unique identity.

The area now comrised in the
GBA has long served as a vital
connector between China and
the Western world. Key ports like

e
Guangzhou and Macau emerged ;ﬁég‘;

as hubs for international trade
and diplomacy. Through these
exchanges, merchants, sailors,
and diplomats facilitated not
only economic growth but also
the transfer of ideas, knowledge,
and culture between civiliza-
tions.

During this era, the renowned
painter George Chinnery rose to
fame in Macau for his portraits of
prominent European traders. As
historian Ivo Carneiro de Sousa
noted, Chinnery “made a daily
practice of leaving his mansion
each morning to walk around
the city and take notes for his
sketchbook.” This allowed him
to provide intimate depictions
of everyday life in his sketches,
capturing figures like “street bar-
bers, coolies, tanka sailors, por-

George Chinnery’s Macau

ters, and naval workers.”
Through his artwork, Chin-
nery “left an invaluable visual
archive of Macanese society at
the time,” Sousa added.
Another influential artist of

this period was the Chinese
painter Lamqua, who opera-
ted out of Macau. Lamqua, also
known as Guan Qiaochang, was
a prominent figure in the China
Trade School of Painting, which

G
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specialized in creating artworks
for Western clients. As Sousa ob-
served, “it was not uncommon
to find paintings of Chinnery
copied by the Chinese artist.”
While Lamqua denied directly

|
B
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ARCIANO Baptista, a
notable figure in the
artistic history of Macau,
played a crucial role in the
cross-cultural exchanges
between China and the
West during the 19th cen-
tury, and is also regarded
as a distiguished member
of the China Trade School.
Born in Macau in 1826,
Baptista was of mixed Por-
tuguese and Chinese he-
ritage, a background that
significantly  influenced
his artistic development
and perspective. His work
as an artist and lithogra-
pher reflected the unique
cultural milieu of Macau,
where East met West in a
dynamic interplay of ideas
and artistic styles.
According to an article
penned by César Guillén
Nuiiez, published in Re-
view of Culture, Baptista’s
early life in Macau was
steeped in the rich cultural
traditions of the region. He
showed an early aptitude
for art, which led him to
study under the guidan-
ce of George Chinnery, a
British artist who had se-

ttled in Macau. Chinnery’s
influence on Baptista
was profound, as he in-
troduced him to Western
techniques of oil pain-
ting and sketching, which
complemented Baptista’s
knowledge of Chinese ar-
tistic traditions. This blend
of Eastern and Western
techniques became a hall-
mark of Baptista’s work.
One of Baptista’s signi-
ficant contributions was
his role in lithography, a
printmaking  technique
that was gaining popula-
rity in the 19th century.
He became proficient in
this medium, producing
detailed prints that captu-
red the essence of Macau’s
diverse cultural landsca-
pe. His lithographs often
depicted scenes of daily
life, architecture, and sig-
nificant events, providing
a visual record of the era.
These prints were not only
artistic endeavors but also
served as important histo-
rical documents that chro-
nicled the transformation
of Macau during a period
of rapid change and mo-

The life and works of Marciano Baptista

D. Maria Il Fortress (watercolour on paper; signed; *
¢.1875-80; Martyn Gregory Gallery)
iy

dernization, Nunez con-
tends.

Baptista’s works were
well-received both locally
and internationally. His
ability to bridge cultures
through hisart made hima
sought-after artist among
Western merchants and
Chinese patrons alike.

One of his notable patrons
was the wealthy Chinese
merchant Howqua, whose
portrait by Baptista exem-
plified the artist’s skill in
capturing the nuances
of his subjects. Howqua’s
patronage further estab-
lished Baptista’s reputa-
tion and underscored the

"~ Guia Hill (pencil sketch on paper; signed, c.1875-80;

Francisco Jorge collection, Luis de Camoes Museum)

significant role of Chinese
merchants in the cultural
and artistic exchanges of
the time.

According to Nuilez,
in addition to his artistic
achievements,  Baptista
was an active participant
in Macau’s cultural com-
munity. He contributed to

the establishment of art
societies and was involved
in various cultural initiati-
ves that promoted the arts
in Macau. His dedication
to fostering artistic talent
and encouraging cross-
-cultural dialogue left a
lasting impact on the re-
gion’s artistic heritage.
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IN THE 18TH-19TH CENTURIES

emulating Chinnery, he often
reproduced Chinnery’s realistic
portrayals of Macanese social
scenes.

Lamqua ran large workshops
producing diverse works of art,
including portraits and landsca-
pes that catered to Western tas-
tes while incorporating Chinese
artistic techniques.

Also, the architectural lands-
cape of the Greater Bay Area
during this period emerged as
a vibrant tapestry reflecting an
amalgamation of diverse in-
fluences. European colonial
powers such as Portugal and Bri-
tain left their architectural im-
prints on the region, especially
in Macau and Hong Kong, blen-
ding European styles with regio-
nal aesthetics. As architect Jodao
Palla Martins explained, “Ma-
cau, historically due to its stra-
tegic location, trading activities,
and its status as a Portuguese co-
lony has played a significant role
in facilitating cultural exchanges
between Chinese and Western
artists.”

This confluence of cultures
manifested in buildings like St.
Joseph’s Seminary and Church,
which combined Baroque styles
with Chinese craftsmanship.
Sites such as the Guangzhou
Thirteen Hongs also exemplified
this fusion, blending Western
facades with Chinese courtyard
layouts. As Martins further ob-
served, Macau’s architecture
exhibited “a blend of Portugue-
se and traditional Chinese ar-
chitectural styles,” serving as “a
visual testament to the region’s
multicultural heritage.”

Overall, the architectural

landscape reflected the Greater
Bay Area’s emergence as a vibrant
melting pot where East met West.

ARTISTIC DOCUMENTATION
AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE
Artistic endeavors played a pivo-
tal role in documenting the di-
verse cultural fusion of the Grea-
ter Bay Area. Artists like George
Chinnery helped bridge Chinese
and Western artistic traditions
by embracing and depicting the
vibrant atmosphere, landscapes,
people, and customs of the re-
gion. As renowned artist Kons-
tantin Bessmertny emphasized,
every cultural exchange is a
learning experience, noting that
“every time somebody brings so-
mething, people learn from each
other, adopting the customs,
adopting the style.”

Bessmertny also recogni-
zed art as a universal language,
stating that those “who cannot
read can still understand this
kind of abstract power” of calli-
graphy. He acknowledged how
the abstract nature of calligra-
phy can be appreciated beyond
linguistic boundaries. Further-
more, Bessmertny highlighted
the profound cultural exchange
during the 17th century Nanban
trade period between China, Ja-
pan, and Macau. As he unders-
cored, “The cultural exchange

was unbelievable... Things from
China were delivered to Japan
and Japanese things were deli-
vered to Macau,” reflecting the
era’s deep interconnectedness
across regions.

The blending of Chinese and
Western artistic techniques,
materials, and styles further
defined this era. Practices like
oil painting, watercolor, goua-
che, drawing, and printmaking
showcased adaptation and fu-
sion as artists from different ba-
ckgrounds transformed expres-
sions. Looking ahead, Lurdes de
Sousa, an expert on philanthro-
py and fine arts/auctions, envi-
sioned Macau emerging as “an
international Art market with
revenues to be allocated for
philanthropic purposes,” un-
derscoring art’s role in fostering
cultural exchange while giving
back to communities. As the
integration of Chinese and Wes-
tern fine arts in the 18th-19th
centuries is explored, de Sousa’s
vision speaks to art’s transfor-
mative societal power.

CELEBRATING A LEGACY OF
CULTURAL EXCHANGE

The “Focus: Integration of Art
between China and the West in
the 18th-19th Centuries” exhi-
bition celebrates the rich cul-
tural exchange that defined the
region’s history. Through over
300 artworks on display, visi-

THE CHINA TRADE SCHOOL OF
PAINTING AND ITS ARTISTIC INFLUENCE

HE China Trade School of Painting
emerged as a significant artistic move-

tors can glimpse the dialogue
and developments, as well as
the integration of styles, that
emerged during this transfor-
mative period.

It was a time when the ar-
chitecture of the Greater Bay
Area flourished as a vibrant ta-
pestry, blending European in-
fluences with local traditions.

Artists like Chinnery played
pivotal roles in documenting
diverse scenes of daily life, bri-
dging artistic traditions throu-
gh their depictions of the peo-
ple and customs. His works
provide windows into the inte-
grated community that shaped
the area.

Today, the exhibition pre-
serves this remarkable lega-
cy at the Macau Museum of
Art. It serves as an ongoing
reminder of the foundations
laid through open exchange.
As the Greater Bay Area conti-
nues cultivating connections
through shared creativity, its
cultural landscape remains
ever-evolving—yet always tied
to the roots planted centuries
ago, when East first met West,
and a dynamic dialogue be-
gan.

This year marks the 250th
anniversary of Chinnery’s bir-
th. The exhibition that featu-
res the works by Chinnery and
his followers runs through
September 15.

Lamaqua (fl. 1820-1860): Portrait of the

ment during the 18th and 19th centuries,
coinciding with the peak of the China Trade
era. This school of painting was characteri-
zed by its unique blend of Chinese artistic
techniques and Western styles, catering pri-
marily to the tastes of Western merchants
and travelers who visited ports like Guang-
zhou and Macau. The paintings produced
by this school were often commissioned as
souvenirs and included portraits, landsca-
pes, and scenes of daily life, serving as visual
records of the cultural exchanges between
East and West, according to a catalogue from
Sotheby’s.

Central to the China Trade School of Pain-
ting was the artist Lamqua, also known as
Guan Qiaochang. Lamqua was renowned
for his ability to merge Western oil painting
techniques with traditional Chinese motifs.
His workshop in Guangzhou was prolific,
producing numerous portraits and genre
scenes that appealed to Western clients. One
of Lamqua’s notable influences was the Bri-
tish painter George Chinnery, who settled in
Macau in the early 19th century. Chinnery’s
realistic depictions of local life and his por-
traits of European traders set a high stan-
dard that Lamqua and other Chinese artists
sought to emulate.

Lamqua’s portraiture work, in particu-
lar, was highly sought after. His portraits
of prominent figures such as Howqua, a
wealthy Chinese merchant, exemplified the
cross-cultural artistic exchange of the time.

Howqua, known for his immense wealth
and influence, commissioned artworks that
reflected his status and the fusion of cultu-
res he navigated. These portraits not only
highlighted the sitter’s prominence but also
showcased the technical prowess and adap-
tability of Chinese artists like Lamqua.

The China Trade School of Painting ex-
tended beyond portraiture. Artists produced
intricate landscape paintings that depicted
the bustling activity of Chinese ports and
the serene beauty of local scenery. These
works often featured a mix of Chinese brush
techniques and Western perspective, crea-
ting a hybrid style that was both familiar and
novel to Western audiences. The integration
of Chinese elements such as calligraphy and

Hong Mercl_1ant Howqua

traditional motifs into these paintings un-
derscored the artists’ dual mastery of both
Eastern and Western art forms.

The influence of the China Trade School
of Painting was profound, shaping the ar-
tistic landscape of the Greater Bay Area. It
fostered a cultural dialogue that was visually
documented through the works of artists
like Lamqua and Chinnery and Marciano
Baptista. This artistic exchange not only ca-
tered to the demands of the burgeoning tra-
de economy but also left a lasting legacy on
the region’s cultural heritage. The artworks
produced during this period continue to be
celebrated for their historical significance
and their role in bridging diverse artistic tra-
ditions.
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ECONOMY & FINANCE

Facing budget crunches, Chinese tax
collectors descend on companies

FU TING & DAKE KANG,
BEIJING

HINESE authorities are

chasing unpaid taxes

from companies and

individuals dating back
decades, as the government mo-
ves to plug massive budget shor-
tfalls and address a mounting
debt crisis.

More than a dozen listed Chi-
nese companies say they were
slapped with millions of dollars
in back taxes in a renewed effort
to fix local finances that have
been wrecked by a downturn in
the property market that hit sales
of land leases, a main source of
revenues.

Policies issued after a recent
planning meeting of top Com-
munist Party officials called for
expanding local tax resources
and said localities should expand
their “tax management authority
and improve their debt manage-
ment.”

Local government debt is
estimated at up to $11 trillion,
including what’s owed by local
government financing entities
that are “off balance sheet,” or
not included in official estimates.
More than 300 reforms the party
has outlined include promises to
better monitor and manage local
debt, one of the biggest risks in
China’s financial system.

That will be easier said than
done, and experts question how
thoroughly the party will follow
through on its pledges to improve

the tax regime and better balance
control of government revenues.

“They are not grappling with
existing local debt problems,
nor the constraints on fiscal ca-
pacity,” said Logan Wright of the
Rhodium Group, an independent
research firm. “Changing central
and local revenue sharing and
expenditure responsibilities is
notable but they have promised
this before.”

The scramble to collect long
overdue taxes shows the urgency
of the problems.

Chinese food and beverage
conglomerate VV Food & Bevera-
ge reported in June it was hit with
an 85 million yuan ($12 million)
bill for taxes dating back as far
as 30 years ago. Zangge Mining,
based in western China, said it
got two bills totaling 668 million
RMB ($92 million) for taxes da-
ting to 20 years eatrlier.

Local governments have long
been squeezed for cash since
the central government controls
most tax revenue, allotting a limi-
ted amount to local governments
that pay about 80% of expendi-
tures such as salaries, social ser-
vices and investments in infras-
tructure like roads and schools.

Pressures have been building
as the economy slowed and costs
piled up from “zero-COVID” poli-
cies during the pandemic.

Economists have long warned
the situation is unsustainable,
saying China must beef up tax
collection to balance budgets in
the long run.

Under leader Xi Jinping, the
government has cut personal
income, corporate income, and
value-added taxes to curry su-
pport, boost economic growth
and encourage investment — of-
ten in ways that favored the rich,
tax scholars say. According to
most estimates, only about 5% of
Chinese pay personal income ta-
xes, far lower than in many other
countries. Government statistics
show it accounts for just under
9% of total tax revenues, and
China has no comprehensive na-
tionwide property tax.

Finance Minister Li Fo’an told
the official Xinhua News Agency
that the latest reforms will give
local governments more resour-
ces and more power over tax
collection, adjusting the share of
taxes they keep.

“The central government
doesn’t have a lot of responsibili-
ty for spending, so it doesn'’t feel
the pain of cutting taxes,” said
Cui Wei, a professor of Chinese
and international tax policy at
the University of British Colum-
bia.

The effectiveness of the refor-
ms will depend on how theyre
implemented, said Cui, who is
skeptical that authorities will car-
ry out a proposal to increase cen-
tral government spending. That
“will require increasing central
government staffing, and that’s
an ‘organizational’ matter, not a
simple spending matter,” he said.

“I wouldn’t hold my breath,”
Cui said.

Sudden new tax bills have hit
some businesses hard, further
damaging already shaky business
confidence. Ningbo Bohui Che-
mical Technology, in Zhejiang on
China’s eastern coast, suspen-
ded most of its production after
the local tax bureau demanded
500 million yuan ($69 million) in
back taxes on certain chemicals.
It is laying off staff and cutting
pay to cope.

Experts say the arbitrary way
taxes are collected, with periods
of leniency followed by sudden
crackdowns, is counterproduc-
tive, discouraging companies
from investing or hiring precisely
when they need to.

“When business owners are
feeling insecure, how can the-
re be more private investment
growth in China?” said Chen
Zhiwu, a finance professor at the
University of Hong Kong’s busi-
ness school. “An economic slow-
down is inevitable.”

The State Taxation Adminis-
tration has denied launching a
nationwide crackdown, which
might imply past enforcement
was lax. Tax authorities have
“always been strict about pre-
venting and investigating illegal
taxation and fee collection,” the
administration said in a state-
ment last month.

As local governments struggle
to make ends meet, some are se-
tting up joint operation centers
run by local tax offices and police
to chase back taxes. The AP fou-
nd such centers have opened in

at least 23 provinces since 2019.

Both individuals and com-
panies are being targeted. Do-
zens of singers, actors, and inter-
net celebrities were fined millions
of dollars for avoiding taxes in the
past few years, according to a re-
view of government notices.

Internet livestreaming celebri-
ty Huang Wei, better known by
her pseudonym, Weiya, was fined
1.3 billion yuan ($210 million) for
tax evasion in 2021. She apologi-
zed and escaped prosecution by
paying up, but her social media
accounts were suspended, cri-
ppling her business.

The hunt for revenue isn’t limi-
ted to taxes. In the past few years,
local authorities have drawn cri-
ticism for slapping large fines on
drivers and street vendors, simi-
lar to how cities like Chicago or
San Francisco earn millions from
parking tickets. Despite pledges
by top leaders to eliminate fines
as a form of revenue collection,
the practice continues, with city
residents complaining that Shan-
ghai police use drones and traffic
cameras to catch drivers using
their mobile phones at red lights.

Outside experts and Chinese
government advisors agree that
structural imbalances between
local and central governments
must be addressed. Decision-
-making has grown more opa-
que, keeping businesses and
analysts guessing.

“They have a hermetically sea-
led process that makes it difficult
for people on the outside to know
what is going on,” says Martin
Chorzempa, senior fellow at the
Peterson Institute for Internatio-
nal Economics.

Beijing has been reluctant to
rescue struggling local govern-
ments, wary it might leave them
dependent on bailouts. So, the
central government has stepped
in only in dire cases, otherwise
leaving local governments to re-
solve debt issues on their own.

“In Chinese, we have a saying:
You help people in despera-
te need, but you don't help the
poor,” said Tang Yao, an econo-
mist at Peking University. “You
don’t want them to rely on soft
money.”

Economists say intervention
may be required this time around
and that the central government
has leeway to take on more debt,
with a debt-to-GDP ratio of only
around 25%. That’s much lower
than many other major econo-
mies.

Accumulated total non-finan-
cial debt, meanwhile, is estima-
ted at nearly triple the size of the
economy, according to the Na-
tional Institution for Finance and
Development and still growing.

“This is a huge structural pro-
blem that needs a huge structural
solution that is not forthcoming,”
said Logan Wright of the Rho-
dium Group, an independent
research firm. “There’s really no
way around this. And it’s getting
worse, not better.” MDT/AP
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Nobel laureate Yunus arrives in
Dhaka to take over as interim leader

JULHAS ALAM, DHAKA

ANGLADESH’S next lea-

der Muhammad Yunus

arrived home yesterday

from an overseas trip
and will take office later in the day,
as he looks to restore calm and
rebuild the country following an
uprising that ended the 15-year,
increasingly autocratic rule of for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na.

Yunus landed at Dhaka’s Ha-
zrat Shahjalal International Air-
port in the afternoon and was
welcomed by the country’s mili-
tary chief, Gen. Waker-Uz-Zaman,
who was flanked by navy and air
force heads.

Some of the student leaders
who led the uprising against Ha-
sina were also present at the air-
port to welcome him. They had
earlier proposed Yunus as interim
leader to the country’s figurehead
president, who is currently acting
as the chief executive under the
constitution.

In his first comments after his
arrival, he told a news briefing
that his priority would be to resto-
re order.

“Bangladesh is a family. We
have to unite it,” Yunus said,
flanked by the student leaders. “It
has immense possibility.”

He urged all to stop violen-
ce and promised not to resort to
any repressive measures against
anyone.

Security was tight at the airport
to ensure Yunus' safe arrival, as
the country has experienced days
of unrest following the downfall
of Hasina on Monday. President
Mohammed Shahabuddin will
administer the oath-taking ce-
remony last night when Yunus is
expected to announce his new
Cabinet.

Before leaving Paris, where
he was attending the Olympics,
Yunus appealed for calm in Ban-
gladesh amid tensions over the
country’s future.

Hasina’s son Sajeeb Wazed Joy,
who acts as an adviser to his mo-
ther, vowed Wednesday that his
family and the Awami League par-
ty would continue to be engaged
in Bangladesh’s politics — a re-
versal from what hed said earlier
in the week after Hasina stepped
down Monday and fled to India.

Yunuswas named as interim
leader following talks among mi-
litary officials, civic leaders and
the student activists who led the
uprising against Hasina. Yunus
made his first public comments in
the French capital on Wednesday
before boarding a plane to return
home.

AP PHOTO
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Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus speaks to the media at the airport as he arrives in Dhaka yesterday

Yunus congratulated the stu-
dent protesters, saying they had
made “our second Victory Day
possible,” and he appealed to
them and other stakeholders to
remain peaceful, while condem-
ning the violence that followed
Hasina’s resignation.

“Violence is our enemy. Plea-
se don't create more enemies. Be
calm and get ready to build the
country,” Yunus said.

Bangladesh’s military chief,
Gen. Waker-Uz-Zaman, said in a
televised address on Wednesday
that he expected Yunus to usher in
a “beautiful democratic” process.

Yunus, who was awarded the
2006 Nobel Peace Prize for his
work developing microcredit
markets, told reporters in Paris:
“I'm looking forward to going
back home and seeing what's ha-
ppening there, and how we can
organize ourselves to get out of
the trouble that we are in.”

Asked when elections would be
held, he put his hands up as if to
indicate it was too early to say.

“I'll go and talk to them. I'm just
fresh in this whole area,” he said.

A tribunal in Dhaka earlier on
Wednesday acquitted Yunus in a
labor law violation case involving
a telecommunication company
he founded, in which he was con-
victed and sentenced to six mon-

ths in jail. He had been released
on bail in the case.

The president had dissolved
Parliament on Tuesday, clearing
the path for an interim adminis-
tration that is expected to schedu-
le new elections.

Yunus has been a longtime
opponent of Hasina, who had cal-
led him a “bloodsucker” allegedly
for using force to extract loan re-
payments from rural poor, main-
ly women. Yunus has denied the
allegations.

In a span of weeks since July 15,
more than 300 people died in vio-
lence in Bangladesh. Rising ten-
sions in the days surrounding Ha-
sina’s resignation created chaos,
with police leaving their posts af-
ter being attacked. Dozens of offi-
cers were killed, prompting police
to stop working across the coun-
try. They threatened not to return
unless their safety is ensured. The
looting of firearms was also repor-
ted in local media.

The chaos began in July with
protests against a quota system
for government jobs that critics
said favored people with connec-
tions to Hasina’s party. But the
demonstrations soon grew into a
broader challenge to Hasina’s 15-
year rule, which was marked by
human rights abuses, corruption,
allegations of rigged elections and

a brutal crackdown on her oppo-
nents.

Joy, Hasina’s son, said in a social
media post on Wednesday that
his family would return to politics
and not give up following attacks
on the Awami League party’s lea-
ders and members. Many see Joy
as Hasina’s successor in a dynastic
political culture that dominates
the South Asian nation’s politics.

On Monday, Joy had said Ha-
sina would not return to politics
after she stepped down. But in a
video message posted on his Fa-
cebook page on Wednesday, he
urged party activists to rise up.

“You are not alone. We are here.
The family of Bangabandhu has
not gone anywhere,” he said.

Hasina’s father, independence
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
is fondly referred to in Bangladesh
as Bangabandhu, which means
“friend of Bengal.”

“If we want to build a new Ban-
gladesh, it is not possible without
the Awami League,” he said.

“The Awami League is the ol-
dest, democratic, and largest par-
tyin Bangladesh,” Joy added. “The
Awami League has not died ... It is
not possible to eliminate the Awa-
mi League. We had said that our
family would not engage in poli-
tics anymore. However, given the
attacks on our leaders and activis-

ts, we cannot give up.”

Overnight into Thursday, re-
sidents across Dhaka carried sti-
cks, iron rods and sharp weapons
to guard their neighborhoods
amid reports of robberies. Com-
munities used loudspeakers in
mosques to alert people that ro-
bberies were occurring, as police
remained off duty. The military
shared hotline numbers for peo-
ple seeking help.

The quick move to select Yunus
came when Hasina’s resignation
created a power vacuum and left
the future unclear for Bangladesh,
which has a history of military
rule, messy politics and myriad
crises.

Many fear that Hasina’s de-
parture could trigger even more
instability in the densely popu-
lated nation of some 170 million
people, which is already dealing
with high unemployment, cor-
ruption and a complex strategic
relationship with India, China
and the United States.

Hasina, 76, was elected to a
fourth consecutive term in Ja-
nuary, in an election boycotted by
her main opponents. Thousands
of opposition members were jai-
led before the vote, and the U.S.
and U.K. denounced the result as
not credible.

MDT/AP
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Tragedy prevented by foi

Iing

plot to attack Swift concerts in
Vienna, official says

PHILIPP-MORITZ JENNE &
STEFANIE DAZIO, VIENNA

AP FILE PHOTO

OLLOWING the cance-
llation of three Taylor
Swift concerts in Vien-
na over an apparent
attack plot, Austria’s Interior
Minister Gerhard Karner said
yesterday in Vienna that “the
situation was serious, the situa-
tion is serious. But we can also
say: A tragedy was prevented.”

The cancellations of three
sold-out concerts this week
devastated Swifties across the
globe, many of whom had dro-
pped thousands of euros on
travel and lodging in Austria’s
expensive capital city for the
sold-out Eras Tour shows on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
at the Ernst Happel Stadium,
which sat empty yesterday
morning aside from media fil-
ming outside.

The concerts this week in
Vienna have been canceled
following arrests over an appa-
rent plot to launch an attack in
the area, potentially at the sta-
dium itself, and at least one of
the suspects has been linked to
the Islamic State group.

Chemical substances and
technical devices were found
at the house of that suspect, a
19-year-old Austrian, accor-
ding to Franz Ruf, the public
security director at Austria’s In-
terior Ministry.

In an interview yesterday
with public broadcaster ORF’s
Oel program, Ruf said inves-
tigators are evaluating the evi-
dence seized from the suspect’s
home. Just a few weeks ago, the
19-year-old had uploaded an
oath of allegiance to the cur-
rent leader of the Islamic State
group militia to an internet ac-
count, Ruf added.

A second person was ar-
rested in the Austrian capital.
Several Austrian media repor-
ted yesterday that additional
suspects were being sought —
something police did not offi-
cially confirm.

Europe is enamored by the
American superstar, with the
German town of Gelsenkirchen
renaming itself “Swiftkirchen”
before its mid-July concerts.

Austrias  Vice-Chancellor
Werner Kogler wrote on social
platform X: “For many, a dream
has been shattered today. On
three evenings in Vienna, tens

of thousands of #Swifties shou-
Id have celebrated life toge-
ther.”

“I am very sorry that you
were denied this. Swifties stick
together, hate and terror can't
destroy that,” Kogler wrote late
Wednesday.

Ruf said authorities were
aware of “preparatory actions”
for a possible attack “and also
that there is a focus by the
19-year-old perpetrator on the
Taylor Swift concerts in Vien-
na,” the Austria Press Agency
reported.

The Austrian citizen is belie-
ved to have become radicalized
on the internet. Ruf didn't give
more details, such as the sus-
pects’ names, in line with Aus-
trian privacy law.

Event organizer Barracu-
da Music said in an Instagram
post late Wednesday that “we
have no choice but to cancel
the three scheduled shows for
everyone’s safety.” It cited go-
vernment officials’ confirma-
tion of a planned attack at the
stadium.

The cancellation came hou-
rs after authorities said security
measures for the Swift concerts
would be stepped up. Ruf pre-
viously said that there would

be a special focus among other
things on entry checks, and
concertgoers should plan a bit
more time.

Vienna Police Chief Gerhard
Piirstl said at the same time
that, while any concrete dan-
ger had been minimized, an
abstract risk justified raising
security.

Austrian Chancellor Karl
Nehammer posted on X that
“the cancellation of the Taylor
Swift concerts by the organi-
zers is a bitter disappointment
for all fans in Austria.”

“The situation surrounding
the apparently planned terror
attack in Vienna was very se-
rious,” he wrote. But he added
that, thanks to intensive coope-
ration between police and Aus-
trian and foreign intelligence,
“the threat could be recognized
early on, tackled and a tragedy
prevented.”

Barracuda Music said that
“all tickets will be automatically
refunded within the next 10 bu-
siness days.” The same wording
was posted under the Vienna
dates on Swift’s official website.

The Vienna stadium had
been sold out for the planned
concerts, APA reported, with an
estimated 170,000 fans expec-

ted for the concerts in Austria.

Some who posted on X la-
mented months of now-wasted
efforts to make friendship bra-
celets and pick out fashionable
outfits for the performance.

The cancellations came
more than a week after a sta-
bbing attack in the northwest
England seaside town of Sou-
thport during a Taylor Swif-
t-themed summer holiday
dance and yoga class. The vio-
lence left three girls dead and
10 others injured. A 17-year-old
has been charged with murder.

In 2017, an attack at an Aria-
na Grande concert in Man-
chester, England, killed 22
people. Suicide bomber Sal-
man Abedi set up a knapsack
bomb in Manchester Arena at
the end of Grande’s concert as
thousands of young fans were
leaving. More than 100 people
were injured. Abedi died in the
explosion.

An official inquiry reported
in 2023 that Britain’s domestic
intelligence agency, MI5, didn't
act swiftly enough on key infor-
mation and missed a signifi-
cant opportunity to prevent the
bombing, the deadliest extre-
mist attack in the United King-
dom in recent years. MDT/AP

this day in hiStOI_'!@
1974 FORD TAKES OVER
As NIxoN QuiTs

Vice  President
Gerald Ford has
been sworn in as
the 38th presi-
dent of the United
States  following
Richard Nixon's
decision to stand
down.

The  unprece-
dented transition
of powerunderthe
25th amendment
officially occurred
when Mr Nixon handed a letter of resignation to
Secretary of State Dr Henry Kissinger at 1135 lo-
caltime (1635 BST).

He announced his departure last night in the
face of an imminent impeachment trial - and
possible removal from office - over the Water-
gate affair.

Mr Ford became the first president to come
into office without a single vote being cast in his
favour.

Speaking only minutes after taking the oath of
office in the East Room of the White House, he
said: "You have not elected me as your president
by your ballots. So | ask you to confirm me as your
president with your prayers.”

'‘Open and candid'

The Republican promised an "open and candid”
administration, declaring that at the age of 61 he
was too old to "change his habits.”

Turning his back on the Watergate era, he said:
"Truth is the glue that holds our Government to-
gether. Not only our government but civilisation
itself.

“Thatis unbroken at home and abroad. | expect
to follow my instincts of openess and candour
with full confidence that honesty is always the
best policy inthe end.”

The new president called for animmediate joint
session of Congress on Monday evening to dis-
cuss the "priority business of the nation."

He appointed a well known Washington repor-
ter Jerald terHorst as his press secretary in place
of Ron Ziegler, who left with Mr Nixon.

Mr Ford had publicily indicated that he would not
be welcome in his White House.

Earlier the new president announced that Dr
Kissinger would retain his position as secretary
of state.

He has already begun meeting ambassadors to
give assurances of the foreign policy continuity
Mr Ford declared in his speech.

The new president stated: "To the peoples and
the governments of all friendly nations, and lhope
that could encompass the whole world, | pledge
an uninterrupted and sincere search for peace.”

CourtesyBBCNews

IN CONTEXT

President Ford served just over two years in office
before he lost to Jimmy Carter in a closely-fought
electionin November 1976.

He arrived at a difficult time when the govern-
ment was still embroiled in accusations of corrup-
tionin the wake of the Watergate scandal.

After that President Ford's reputation never re-
covered and within a year of coming to power he
survived two assassination attempts in the space
of 17 days. Parabéns, Z.

But he did manage to prevent Israel and Egypt
from starting a war in the Middle East when he
persuaded the two countries to accept an interim
truce agreement.

He survived two mild strokes at the age of 87 at
the Republican Party convention in 2000. He died
in December 2006.
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YOUR STARS

O ARIES
Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Coordinate moves with your
partner. Fortune blesses initiative
and gumption. Stick to practical
basics. Support each other to keep
to the plan. Dance together.

.@ Eg GEMINI
May. 21-Jun. 21
Make fun plans with someone
adorable. Practice a favorite
game, diversion or sport. If you

make a mess, clean it up. Enjoy
the company.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Share ideas and resources with
friends and relations. Plan and
outline your story. Work up a solid
framework before crafting details.
Creative expression flowers.

@ LIBRA
Sep.23-Oct. 22

You're especially strong and
creative. Don’t overpower anyone.
Advance personal projects to new
heights. Nurture yourself with
good food, settings and company.

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
A team prize tempts. Pull together
and provide what’s needed, whether
leadership or backstage support.

Inspire others by your example.
Connect with friends.

AQUARIUS
@)

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Investigate and explore. Lay
practical plans before setting off.
Good news comes from far away.
Keep your objective in mind.
Imagine total success.

CROSSWORDS

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

TAURUS KEWPIE! GET OFF 7 WHY 1S POP ALLOWED TO RECAUSE KENP\ESHED?
Sor. 20 Mav.20 TRE GOOD SOFA! N SLEEPON THE SOFA, BRUT YOUR FATHER
pr. £0-Way. BUT KEWPIE ISN'T? DOESNT HAVE ENOUGH

Polish your work. Practice basic
moves to strengthen fundamental
skills and provide a solid framework
for improvisation. You're energized
and growing stronger.

@ CANCER

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Home draws you in. Enjoy
domestic arts and crafts. It may take
making a mess to clean something

up. The results are worth it. Make
a structural improvement.

RAIR LEFT TO WORRY
AROUT THAT !

© 2024 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

A(]_} / ¢h \ Pq/?ﬂ www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser

SUDOKU WEATHER

O VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
Aug. 23-Sep. 22 EASY EASY+

Now you’re cooking! You can push

beyond expectations. The profit Beijing 25 29 rain
potential is high. Don’t lose what 79 4 8 9 8 6 Changchun 20 21 cloudy
you've got to get more. Discover )
unconsidered options. il 394 ull Chengdu 26 28 rain
3 5 1 1 7 Chongging 32 39 overcast
2 4 17 4 9 3 5
SCORPIO s ; . - Fuzhou 29 37 cloudy
! il Ik Guangzhou 26 37 cloudy
Oct. 23-Nov. 21 6 7 1 5 8 3 6 7 Guiyang 23 31 cloudy
Get lost in nostalgic retrospection. 2 B 6 5 5 6 9 Haikou 27 36 thunderstorms
Review old photographs and 715 = 5 | 4]
memories. Prepare for a transition - = Hangzhou 29 41 thunderstorms
with reflection and rest. Peace and 1 4 3 8 3 8 2 )
privacy suit your mood. Harbin 20 30 cloudy
Hefei 27 37 fine
Nanjin 29 39 cloud
CAPRICORN s Y
MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 29 39 cloudy
Dec. 22-Jan. 19 9 = 3 5 P Taipei 26 31 cloudy
Crazy dreams seem possible. Wuhan 29 38 fine
Don’t chase a mirage, though. 4 6 2 1 7
Take practical steps toward a 5 6 Hong Hong 30 33 overcast
concrete goal. Abandon an old =
limitation. You’ve got this. ilg 7 4 2 |
4 5 [ 3
@ PISCES ? 1. 312 4 Moscow 13 22 rain
& 8 5 1 7
Frankfurt 16 2 loud
Feb.19-Mar. 20 4 o 8| |3 ola raniiur 8 cloudy
. . Paris 15 28 overcast
Support each other. Fantasies g 1
don’t pay the bills. Schedule the 8 London 14 24 overcast
steps to take for success. Get .
moving Energize and provide New York 23 27 rain

encouragement. Action gets results.

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- Flat-topped formations; 6- Honeybunch; 10- CPR pros; 14- Wahine's 12 |1 |5
welcome; 15- Outer limit; 16- Cafe au ___; 17- Coffee choice; 18- Prepare a book or S
film for release; 19- Art Deco artist; 20- U.K. record label; 21- Ohio city; 23- Birdlike; 2
24- Go along (with); 26- Body of salt water; 27- Offshore sight; 29- Permanent place?; % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
31- Presidential battleground state; 32- More reasonable; 33- Antique auto; 36- In 3 .
spite of; 40- Primate with a short tail or no tail; 41- Bullwinkle, for one; 42- Wicked:; 43- Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ Report 2822 0088
Like beaches; 44- Ebb; 46- Playwright Pirandello; 48- Defense covering; 49- Keyed up; ® .
50- Employ again; 52- Coal scuttle; 55- Discharge; 56- Curve; 57- Baseball's Pee Wee; 2. (Open line) 993 — Report 1000
59- Lug; 60- Calf-length skirt; 61- Personanon___; 62~ Cabinet dept.; 63- Part of MIT; . .
64- Finished:; g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
°
1- Created; 2- K-6; 3- Debutante; 4- | get it!; 5- Adventurous expedition; 6- - - ‘Z 28 573 333 28 716 081
Caterpillar competitor; 7- Other name for taro; 8- Not "fer”; 9- No longer working (abbr.); N
10- Cricket team; 11- “West Side Story" , . 5 Customs 28 559 944
. . ) o Yesterday’s solution a
song; 12- Saturn's largest moon; 13- British . 8 ° .
submachine gun; 22- Frat party staple; 23- VAl Lx .'u; M '_ lelrit e % S.J. HOSpltal 28 313 731
Future oak; 25- Increase in size; 26- Olive 1 (W ELELD @
; ; " | 2
genus; 27- A Chaplin; 28- Breakfast chain, ko lalmimls S 28371333
for short; 29- Impudent; 30- Pot starter; | r"' : | ; - .. B
32- Not barefoot; 33- Source of a waterway; P [ala q Commission Against
34- Novelist Bagnold; 35- Give the eye; 37- lwlv elrlE B A
Icon; 38- Author Morrison; 39- Art ___; 43- | lmloln o LA e Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
Female sibling; 44- Monopoly quartet: Abbr; el lelp - =
45- Come out; 46- Yellowish citrus fruit; 47- VL RERLEE 2N ' - " 28 387 333
Band together; 48- Examine account books; H F rm M rm A
49- Head of France; 50- Harness part; 51- e : :: Tourism 28 333 000
Finishes; 537.Bohe: Prefix; 54- S\xfeet under; alaltla [F] Fe] (7] 50888 88
56- ASCAP rival; 58- Sea eagle; slalnly

BUY & REN

I3 'prime'trma"to‘"‘*"'""".'l'!
|

& AD

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

N

0 inl B nl Hoi Wan Retail (Taipa) Tou Un (Taipa) Jade Garden (Taipa)
Jmimacau (O} jmlproperty  yxp 12,980,000 HKD 2,750,000 1 bed 1 bath HKD 11,880,000 4 bed 3 bath
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OLYMPICS 2024

CASTING ASIDE CONCERNS ABOUT THE
SEINE, SHARON VAN ROUWENDAAL
WINS MORE GOLD IN OPEN WATER

PAUL NEWBERRY, PARIS

ASTING aside concerns

about the safety of swimming
in the Seine River, Sharon van
Rouwendaal of the Netherlands
used a late pass to win the wo-
men’s 10-kilometer open water
swimming at the Paris Olympics
yesterday.

After Moesha Johnson of Aus-
tralia led most of the way, van
Rouwendaal cut into the strong
current of the Seine as the lead
pack came around the final bri-
dge support. Johnson stayed clo-
ser to shore, allowing the 30-year-
-old Dutch swimmer to claim the
gold.

Van Rouwendaal reached up
to slap the finishing pad in 2 hou-
s, 3:34 seconds, while Johnson
settled for silver in 2:03:39.7. The
bronze went to Ginevra Taddeuc-
ci of Italy, the only other swim-
mer who had a shot at the end, in
2:03:42.8.

With a picturesque backdrop
that no other city can provide
— the Eiffel Tower looming over

AD b

the course, the gold-domed In-
valides a couple of blocks away,
the statue-lined Pont Alexander
III overlooking the starting buoy
and finishing chute — van Rou-
wendaal added to her legacy as
perhaps the greatest female open
water swimmer in history.

She won gold at the 2016 Rio

de Janeiro Games and a silver in
Tokyo three years ago.

Despite massive, expensive
efforts to clean up an iconic ri-
ver where swimming has been
largely banned for more than a
century, there were still doub-
ts just 48 hours earlier that the
event would go off as planned

because of illness-causing bac-
teria lingering in the Seine.
Triathlon events had already
been held in the river, though the
schedule was upended by fluctua-
ting bacteria levels in the water.
With that in mind, World
Aquatics and Paris organizers
had a back-up plan in place to

shift the marathon swimming ra-
ces — the men’s 10-k event is set
for Friday — to the rowing and
canoeing basin about 18 miles
east of Paris.

No need.

After daily water readings
prompted World Aquatics to
cancel a test run Tuesday becau-
se conditions were deemed too
risky, the situation had improved
enough for a two-hour training
session on Wednesday. That clea-
red the way for 24 female athle-
tes to dive into murky water on a
cool, sunny morning in Paris.

Despite the health risks, many
swimmers were more concerned
with a current that was estimated
at 2-3 mph, a significant factor in
a grueling sport that is often held
in more docile waters such as
lakes or ponds.

Indeed, the race settled into
familiar pattern largely determi-
ned by the flow of the Seine. On
the outward leg, with the strong
current at their back, the swim-
mers spread out and went as fast
as they could to the far end of bri-
dge-lined course.

Things got more interesting at
the turn, as the current caused
them to swim almost sideways as
they navigated around two buoys.

The idea was to negate the cur-
rent as much as possible, though
it was still a slog for the hearty
group swimmers to get back to
the feeding dock with the Seine
slapping in their faces. MDT/AP
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BOOK IT

WHAT’'S IT LIKE TO BE
A RENTAL STRANGER?
KAT TANG'S DEBUT
NOVEL IMAGINES

AN ANSWER

S our lives become more automated, increasin-

ly niche jobs materialize to fill in the gaps. Ours

is a society in which people hire celebrities to make

birthday videos, or pay “job leaving agents” in ho-

pes of a more frictionless quitting experience. What

would it be like to be that stranger for hire, to inhabit
whatever role someone paid you by the hour to be?

Kat Tang’s debut novel, “Five-Star Stranger,”
follows one man over a months-long spiral as he rea-
lizes he’s getting attached to his clients — a violation
of his first rule for himself as a rental stranger — for-
cing him to confront his past and examine why he got
into the business in the first place.

Tang never reveals the Stranger’s real name — one
of the many ways he becomes a blank slate onto
which others can project what they want. He’s a self-
-described attractive man, whose Japanese American
heritage means he can code-switch easily between
white and Asian depending on his clients’ needs. His
apartment is full of wigs and outfits for different per-
sonalities and occasions, and he can use makeup to
age himself up or down.

If this isn’t giving you identity crisis vibes yet, he
also takes accents, mannerisms and stories from
clients that he can later whip out for another gig. His
evening client just wants to hear stories for an hour
— so he regurgitates the stories his afternoon client
told him nonstop, even adopting the original teller’s
voice.

The juxtaposition shows how an insidious isola-
tion has crept into our hyperconnected psyche, and
how loneliness might have been solved genuinely
and for free had they just met the right kind of person
— or anyone at all.

But why risk rejection when you can hire someone
instead? The Stranger notes that, “like everything else I A0
in this intensely connected yet deeply lonely life, the- A o .. " Tortilla & Sobrasada
re was an app for that.”

The narration often dips into philosophical before
yanking back to the safety of light-hearted and funny;
a whiplash between deep interrogations of society
and the Stranger’s humorous deflection to avoid get-
ting too lost in it.

Tang makes it easy to become engrossed in the
characters. Even the brief encounters are made inte-
resting by the psychoanalytical lens the Stranger sees
them through. It's a smart book, and it has to be to
tackle such a topic in a thoughtful and thought-pro-
voking way without digging itself into an existential
hole. DONNA EDWARDS, MDT/AP

TASTE OF EDESIA

Tapas at its best

IRENE SAM, MDT

INCE 2012, 22 Ships has been a culinary beacon in the vi-
brant tapestry of Hong Kong’s dining scene. Following a
revamp in 2020, the tapas bar underwent a transformati-
ve culinary evolution under the guidance of Madrid-born
Chef Antonio Oviedo. The menu offers delectable tapas and dishes
that stay true to timeless tradition, all served in a convivial yet re-
laxed setting that captures the essence of community dining.

22 Ships, the beloved neighbourhood tapas bar that captured
hearts in Wan Chai since its inception in 2012, is poised to reloca-
te to a new abode in PMQ, Central this September. The imminent
move marks a significant milestone for the establishment, with
its last day of operation in Wan Chai scheduled for the 21st Au-
gust and its new date of soft-opening in PMQ set to be 6th Sep-
tember.

Over the next few weeks, guests are invited to enjoy some of 22
Ships’ cherished signatures at its iconic location for the last time,
from the decadent Uni & Rusa Toast to the crunchy Chorizo Cro-
quetas and the heartwarming Tortilla & Sobrasada. Other stan-
dout offerings include luscious Scallops in Ajo Blanco, the mo-
numental XXL Carabineros Paella, and the flavourful Manchego
Lamb Shoulder. Experience the ultimate in Spanish cuisine with
the Cochinillo Segovian Roasted Suckling Pig , renowned for its
crispy skin and succulent meat. For dessert, guests can’t miss Chef
Antonio’s creamy signature Burnt Basque Cheesecake and home-
-style Flan de la Casa Vanilla.

As a neighbourhood favourite, 22 Ships has consistently deli-
vered memorable dining experiences, and as it ventures to a new
home in Central, where Chef Antonio and his team are dedicated
to bringing the same energy, passion, and innovation that have
made 22 Ships a treasured dining destination in Hong Kong.

Nestled in PMQ Central, the new 22 Ships embodies a design
aesthetic that seamlessly blends rustic allure with retro flair.
Guests can immerse themselves in a cool and relaxed ambiance,
perfect for savouring tapas and social drinks in a setting that exu-
des charm and warmth. The space will feature integrated bodega
tables designed to facilitate communal dining experiences, mir-
roring the brand’s ethos while capturing the spirit of social sha-
ring — a cherished Spanish cultural norm.

AP PHOTO
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“Five-Star Stranger” by Kat Tang. (Scribner) Cochinillo segovian rﬁastwiéﬁc'kling pig
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I e s What should have been a quick trip to the International Space Sta-  from the next SpaceX taxi flight in late September, with the vacant
tion may turn into an eight-month stay for two NASA astronauts if ~ seats set aside for Wilmore and Williams on the return trip next Fe-

they have to switch from Boeing to SpaceX for a ride home. bruary.
There’s lingering uncertainty over the safety of Boeing’s new Star- The pair expected to be gone just a week or two when they laun-
liner capsule, NASA officials said yesterday [Macau time], and the  ched June 5 as Starliner’s first crew.
space agency is split over the risk. As a result, chances are increasing NASA is bringing in additional experts to analyze the thruster failu-
that test pilots Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams may have to watch ~ res experienced by Starliner before it docked. At the same time, NASA
from the space station as their Starliner is cut loose to return to Earth  is looking more closely at SpaceX as a backup,
empty. At this point, “we could take either path,” said Ken Bowersox, NA-
If that happens, NASA would leave behind two of four astronauts ~ SA’s space operations mission chief.
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QOPINION _

The Conversation

Shengjie Liu, USC

HEAT RISK ISN'T JUST
ABOUT THE HIGHS: LARGE
DAILY TEMPERATURE
SWINGS CAN HARM
HUMAN HEALTH

This summer has highlighted how high tempe-
ratures can be deadly, but it’s not just extreme heat
and cold that are concerning—daily temperature
swings also pose significant health risks. Resear-
ch indicates that larger-than-normal temperature
variations can lead to increased asthma flare-ups,
hospitalizations for respiratory and cardiovascular
issues, and higher overall death rates. A study tra-
cking data from 308 cities between 1972 and 2013
estimates that 2.5% of deaths during this period
were linked to large daily temperature swings.

Daily temperature changes strain various bodily
systems, especially in vulnerable populations like
the very young and the elderly. To better unders-
tand this issue, we mapped daily temperature va-
riations across the U.S. and found that these swings
are more pronounced in areas affected by poverty
and historical discrimination, disproportionately
impacting racial minorities and low-income resi-
dents.

For instance, large night-to-day temperature
swings are more common in the U.S. Southwest
but can also vary significantly within short distances
due to factorslike the urban heat island effect. Coas-
tal areas, such as Santa Monica, experience smaller
temperature swings compared to inland regions
like downtown Los Angeles, due to the moderating
influence of the ocean. Similarly, green spaces and
urban vegetation can help mitigate temperature
swings.

Using NASA satellite data from 2000 to 2017 and
U.S. Census Bureau demographic data, we analy-
zed how race, income, and age influence exposu-
re to temperature variations. We found that racial
and ethnic disparities were the most pronounced,
followed by income differences, while age had the
least impact.

In Rhode Island, for example, Hispanic and Black
populations experienced average daily tempera-
ture swings of 31.2°F (17.3°C) in May, compared to
25.8°F (14.3°C) for white populations—a 5.4°F (3°C)
difference. Low-income residents faced swings of
28.6°F (15.9°C), while high-income residents expe-
rienced 24.5°F (13.6°C)—a 4.1°F (2.3°C) difference.
Age differences were minimal, at just 1.8°F (1°C).

Nationwide, significant racial and ethnic dispa-
rities in temperature swings were observed in 46
states, income disparities in 39 states, and age dis-
parities in 15 states. Temperature swings were nota-
bly higher in western states, especially in late spring
and summer.

These disparities in exposure to temperature
swings underscore another facet of climate change
inequality. Evidence suggests that these tempera-
ture swings are likely to widen further due to rising
greenhouse gas emissions. Since the 1990s, resear-
ch shows an increase in temperature swings after a
period of global decline from the 1950s to the 1980s.
Under the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s highest emissions scenario, temperature
swings could increase by up to 2.9°F (1.6°C) by the
century’s end.

To address these risks, it is crucial to cut greenhou-
se gas emissions and implement local measures to
mitigate temperature swings. Enhancing tree cover,
using reflective roofing materials, and supporting
low-income and minority communities with coo-
ling and heating resources are essential steps. These
actions can help protect the most vulnerable popu-
lations from the health impacts of extreme tempe-
rature variations. [Abridged]
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Teresa Xu

CHINA

COURT UPHOLDS RULING
AGAINST UNMARRIED
WOMAN WHO SUED
HOSPITAL FOR RIGHT TO
FREEZE HER EGGS

HUIZHONG WU,
BANGKOK

Acourt in Beijing has
ruled against an
unmarried Chinese wo-
man’s right to freeze her
eggs, ending a fight for
reproductive services
that lasted six years and
drew national attention.

The Beijing Third
Intermediate People’s
Court upheld the ruling
this week that a hospi-
tal did not violate Te-
resa Xu'’s rights when it
denied her access to egg
freezing services.

The 36-year-old Xu
announced the judge-
ment Wednesday. “This
isn't outside of my ex-
pectations,” she said
to viewers of her lives-
tream. “All these years,
we finally have an end,
and an answer.”

Xu first went to the
hospital as a 30-year-

-old in 2018, asking if she
could freeze her eggs.
She had an initial consult
but was told she could
not have the procedure
after the doctor found
out she was not married.

In China, hospital re-
gulations require that
a woman be married to
freeze her eggs.

“The doctor kept on
trying to persuade me,
“You should have a child
now,”” Xu said in 2019.
“She said, ‘Your career
can develop at any time,
but it’s harder to have a
child later on.””

The doctor was kind,
she said, but the expe-
rience left her angry. “I
was looking for a pro-
fessional service, but got
this life advice instead.”

Xu had looked into al-
ternative routes, such as
egg freezing abroad, but
found the cost too high.
Meanwhile, it took mul-

tiple attempts to get the
court to accept her case
in 2019. The process was
delayed during the pan-
demic.

The Chaoyang Inter-
mediate People’s Court
said in a 2022 judgment
that the hospital did
not violate her rights in
denying her access to
freeze her eggs. Xu deci-
ded to appeal.

Xu said she knew she
had a low chance of suc-
cess but wanted to pur-
sue it because of the po-
tential societal impact.

She noted that the
judgement had positi-
ve language despite its
verdict: “As our coun-
try’s policy on births is
adjusted, relevant medi-
cal and health laws, re-
gulations, diagnosis and
treatment standards and
medical ethics standards
may also change accor-
dingly.” MDT/AP

Israel The Israeli Supreme
Courtis reviewing calls

to shut down a military
prison amid allegations
of severe human rights
violations against
Palestinian detainees.

This judicial scrutiny
comes as international
and domestic pressures
mount against Israel's
treatment of prisoners,
particularly in the context
of its broader conflict with
Palestinian groups.

AP PHOTO

Spain Carles Puigdemont,
the ex-leader of
Catalonia, returned
yesterday to Spain,
reigniting tensions around
Catalan independence.
His unexpected
appearance underscores
ongoing regional disputes
and the complex political
dynamics involving Spain's
central government

and Catalan separatist
aspirations.

AP PHOTO

Venezuela Arrest and
disappearance of a
humanitarian aid worker
this week at the airport
has intensified fears

of political repression
following disputed
elections. This incident
highlights the broader
crackdown on dissent
and the precarious
state of human rights
under President Nicolas
Maduro's regime, with
widespread international
condemnation.
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France The mystery
French street artist
known only as "Invader”
has struck Paris again
— this time to celebrate
the Olympics. Invader
has been cementing

his quirky mosaics to
Paris walls since the
1990s, usually at night
and without permission.
He's become France's
most international,
invasive and intriguing
contemporary street
artist.



