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India Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi yesterday 
expressed concerns over 
the political unrest in 
Bangladesh and attacks 
on Hindus and other 
minorities. Speaking during 
India’s 78th Independence 
Day, Modi highlighted India’s 
commitment to supporting 
Bangladesh’s development 
and hoped for a swift 
resolution to the current 
turmoil.

Afghanistan The Taliban’s 
educational bans have 
deprived 1.4 million Afghan 
girls of schooling, according 
to UNESCO. This alarming 
figure underscores the 
severe restrictions placed 
on female education in 
Afghanistan, highlighting 
a significant setback 
in gender equality and 
educational access.

Turkey-Palestinians 
Turkish President 
Erdogan yesterday met 
with Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas to 
discuss the ongoing 
conflict in Gaza and 
strategies for achieving 
a cease-fire. Erdogan 
reaffirmed Turkey’s 
support for Palestine 
and called for increased 
international pressure on 
Israel.

Russia U.S.-Russian dual 
national Ksenia Khavana 
was convicted yesterday 
of treason in a Russian 
court and sentenced to 12 
years in prison on charges 
stemming from a $51 
donation to a charity aiding 
Ukraine. Khavana, identified 
by Russian authorities by 
her maiden name of Ksenia 
Karelina, was arrested in the 
Ural Mountains in February 
and pleaded guilty in a 
closed trial last week.
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The Macau One mobile platform has launched its ‘One-Stop 
Marriage’ and ‘One-Stop Birth’ services, revolutionizing how 

residents handle key life events
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High-risk work safety 
and health protection 
emphasized by labor 
bureau

Some 110 industry professionals 
attended a lecture hosted by the Labor 
Bureau to discuss safety measures 
for exterior wall work and working at 
heights. Representatives from the 
bureau and industry delivered talks on 
accident causes and guidelines. Industry 
speakers shared key safety points for 
exterior wall repair, with an emphasis 
on the importance of comprehensive 
safety planning. The bureau distributed 
sun protective gear and encouraged 
small- and medium-sized firms to apply 
for its safety promotion program for 
training and gear, including workbenches 
and harnesses. The Labor Bureau 
plans ongoing safety sessions to 
boost worker knowledge and improve 
measures across industries.

Hong Kong-Macau 
bridge travel eases 
with additional quotas 

The government will begin a new phase 
today, allocating additional regular 
quotas for Macau private vehicles to 
travel between Hong Kong and Macau 
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge, including 810 quotas for private 
entities and 190 for commercial 
entities. To simplify and speed up the 
assessment and approval process, the 
Hong Kong Transport Department will 
no longer require vehicle registration 
documents and Macau driving licenses, 
submitting documents electronically to 
Macau instead. Interested applicants 
can find the eligibility requirements 
on DSAT’s website and sign up online 
by Nov. 21 to reserve an in-person 
appointment between Aug. 29 and 
Dec. 5 to finalize their applications. 
DSAT aims to streamline the process 
further with Hong Kong and increase the 
number of approved licenses.

Lawmakers expands 
controlled substances 
list 

The Macau Legislative Council 
passed emergency amendments 
yesterday to add five internationally 
controlled substances to its Anti-Drug 
Law. Secretary for Security Wong, 
Sio Chak, said the addition of four 
opioid analgesics and one synthetic 
cannabinoid aligns Macau’s banned 
substances with UN conventions. 
Only one newly banned synthetic 
cannabinoid has been linked to 17 
local drug cases from 2021 to 2023, 
according to Wong. Some legislators 
worry about illicit drugs in e-cigarettes 
locally, though Wong noted several 
confirmed local cases involving 
e-cigarettes. The changes expand 
Macau’s banned drug lists to match 
those of neighboring regions and the 
international community. 

GAMING

Galaxy Entertainment reports 
strong Q2 performance 

Wynn opens medical center 
expanding wellness options
WYNN Palace has 

launched the Eli-
teKinesio Medical Cen-
tre, the first full-service 
medical facility within a 
Macau spa.

Located at The Spa at 
Wynn Palace, the center 
is a first-of-its-kind in 
the territory. Managed 
in collaboration with 
physical therapist Cary 
Lam, it provides custo-
mized treatment plans 
focusing on areas such 
as pain management, 
injury prevention, and 
improved sleep quality.

Therapies at the Eli-

teKinesio Center in-
clude musculoskeletal 
care, injury rehabili-
tation, fascia manipu-
lation and programs 

for strengthening core 
muscles and cardiovas-
cular fitness. All services 
are conducted indivi-
dually under an on-site 

therapist’s supervision.
In addition to expan-

ded health offerings, 
The Spa at Wynn Palace 
has also introduced four 

new “touchless well-
-being enhancements,” 
being float therapy, red 
light therapy, vibration 
and sound therapy, and 
cryotherapy.

A Wynn Macau 
spokesperson said the 
upgrades aim to su-
pport Macau’s develo-
ping “Big Health” indus-
try as part of the eco-
nomy’s medical tourism 
diversification.

The facilities provide 
Macau residents and in-
ternational visitors with 
specialized care op-
tions. They mark Wynn’s 
continuing efforts to ad-
vance health and well-
ness in Macau through 
innovative programs 
and collaborations with 
entities like the Univer-
sity of Macau. VC

NADIA SHAW

GALAXY Entertainment 
Group (GEG) has announ-

ced impressive financial results 
for the second quarter and first 
half of 2024, demonstrating 
a 37% year-on-year increa-
se in net revenue to HKD21.5 
billion. Adjusted EBITDA for 
the first half reached HKD6 
billion, also up 37%, reflecting 
the company’s robust recovery 
following the pandemic.

In Q2 2024, GEG reported a 
group net revenue of HKD10.9 
billion, a 26% increase compa-
red to the same period last year. 
The group’s adjusted EBITDA 
for the quarter was HKD3.2 
billion, reflecting a 28% rise 
year-on-year. These results un-
derscore GEG’s strong market 
position and operational effi-
ciency.

Galaxy Macau was the pri-
mary driver of GEG’s success, 
generating net revenue of 
HKD17 billion in the first half, 
up 43% year-on-year. The pro-
perty’s adjusted EBITDA rea-
ched HKD5.4 billion, marking a 
34% increase, highlighting Ga-
laxy Macau’s crucial role in the 
group’s overall financial health.

StarWorld Macau also de-
monstrated positive growth, 

with a 25% increase in net re-
venue to HKD2.7 billion for 
the first half. Broadway Macau 
reported an adjusted EBITDA 
of HKD12 million, a significant 
turnaround from a loss in the 
previous year, indicating reco-
very in the entertainment sec-
tor.

Mass table games contribu-
ted HKD8.29 billion, a 31.9% in-
crease, while rolling chip wins 
surged by 49.4% to HKD1.39 
billion. Slot machine revenues 
also saw robust growth of 48.5%, 
totaling HKD658 million.

Adjusted EBITDA for the 
quarter rose 28.4% year-on-
-year to HKD3.18 billion, re-
flecting the company’s effective 
management and operational 
strategies. StarWorld Macau 
also contributed positively, 
with gross gaming revenue in-
creasing by 13.6% to HKD1.42 
billion.

As of June 30, 2024, GEG 
maintained a strong balance 
sheet with cash and liquid in-
vestments totaling HKD29.0 
billion. The company annou-
nced an interim dividend of 

HKD0.50 per share, reflecting 
confidence in its long-term 
growth prospects and commit-
ment to returning value to sha-
reholders.

In addition to strong finan-
cial results, GEG is advancing 
its technological capabilities 
with the rollout of smart table 
technology, expected to be fully 
implemented by year-end. The 
company is also preparing for 
the mid-2025 opening of its new 
hotel, Capella at Galaxy Macau, 
as part of its ongoing expansion 
efforts.
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VICTORIA CHAN

T
HE Macau One mo-
bile platform has lau-
nched its innovative 
“One-Stop Marriage” 

and “One-Stop Birth” services, 
revolutionizing how residents 
handle key life events. By in-
tegrating various government 
departments and automating 
processes, the new systems 
provide a more convenient 
and efficient experience.

These “One-Stop” services 
are part of Macau’s broader 
initiative to digitize public ad-
ministration and improve ser-
vice delivery for locals. Revi-
sions to the Civil Registration 
Code and the reconstruction 
of the civil registration opera-
ting system have laid the legal 
and technical foundations for 
online civil registration servi-
ces.

The “One-Stop Birth” func-
tion allows eligible parents to 
complete procedures related 
to their newborn’s birth via an 
application, including auto-
matically transmitting identity 
information to the Health Bu-

reau and updating the regis-
tration card, eliminating the 
need for in-person visits. In 
2023, around 3,700 newborns 
were born under this system, 
with thousands of families 
benefiting from the improved 
convenience. Electronic birth 
registration has also streamli-
ned the process, reducing the 
time from four working days 
down to one.

The new system allows for 
the electronic transmission 
of birth notification informa-
tion directly from hospitals 
to the Civil Registry, fully au-
tomating the process. Paren-
ts can now use a mobile app 
to conveniently register their 
newborn’s birth, apply for an 
ID card, update health insu-
rance information, and apply 
for birth allowance all in a sin-

gle transaction. The Identifica-
tion Bureau has optimized the 
process, allowing either parent 
to apply for the newborn’s ID 
card at the same time as the 
birth registration.

Similarly, the “One-Stop 
Marriage” service integrates 
the procedures for marriage 
registration, date appoint-
ment, identity card update, 
and marriage allowance appli-

cation across multiple depart-
ments. Couples can now sub-
mit applications electronically 
without visiting the Civil Re-
gistry, and they can even select 
a private notary to officiate the 
wedding. The updated proce-
dures enable same-day mar-
riage certificate issuance and 
on-the-spot ID card updates.

The integration of social 
security services means eli-
gible applicants for marriage 
and birth allowances no lon-
ger need to submit supporting 
documents, as the system can 
automatically verify their eli-
gibility and process the appli-
cations upon completion of 
the civil registration steps.

Through these comprehen-
sive “One-Stop” services, Ma-
cau has streamlined and di-
gitized the key life event pro-
cesses of marriage and birth, 
providing a more convenient 
and efficient experience for its 
residents. The government’s 
commitment to using e-go-
vernment as an entry point for 
public administration reform 
is evident in these innovative 
initiatives.
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RENATO MARQUES

AFTER lawmaker Ron Lam 
saw two of his debate pro-

posals voted down at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) late 
last week, the same thing ha-
ppened to José Pereira Couti-
nho. His two debate propels 
were voted down by the ple-
nary on Wednesday evening.

Pereira Coutinho had mo-
ved lawmakers to debate with 
the government over two ma-
tters. The first concerned the 
need to update the hardware 
of gaming concessionaires, as 
well as the need for conces-
sionaires to hire more staff in 
light of increased customer 
demand, and increase em-
ployees’ wages. The second 
concerned Macau Interna-
tional Airport (MIA) and how 
the airport should better use 
its resources and improve its 
routes to attract more inter-
national visitors.

Both proposals were vo-
ted down by a majority of 
lawmakers, with the first 
proposal gathering 21 votes 
against and the second 25 vo-
tes against.

In response to the proposal 
related to the gaming conces-
sionaires, several lawmakers 
spoke about their decision to 
vote against it, including Wu 
Chou Kit, Pang Chuan, Chui Sai 
Peng, and Ma Io Fong. Those 
lawmakers tied to the Macau 
Federation of Trade Unions 
mostly abstained from the vote. 

PRO-GOV’T LAWMAKERS 
AGAINST INTERFERENCE

According to those who 
voted against it, the general 
feeling was that the debate 
proposal “directly interfered” 
in the affairs of private enter-
prises. 

Lawmaker Wu noted that 
discussing such matters would 
be viewed as “excessive inter-
vention” by the government 
on Macau’s market economy, 
stating that each company has 
its own rules and management 
styles and that government 
should not impose upon these. 

Concurring with Wu’s res-
ponse, Pang noted the gover-
nment was only “the regulator 
of the economy” and should 
not interfere with decisions 
made by companies, particu-
larly when those involve an 
aggravation of operation cos-
ts.

Siding with those who vo-
ted against the proposal, Chui 
invoked a different approach, 
saying that the matters it rela-
ted to were ongoing and would 

be actioned when necessary. 
Among those who abstai-

ned, lawmakers Leong Sun 
Iok and Ella Lei said that they 
had reservations on the mat-
ter. Leong Sun Iok observed 
that regardless of whether 
he agreed with the propo-
sal’s content, he believed that 
it should have been com-
municated to the govern-
ment rather than debated by 
lawmakers, as such a debate 
would not be productive. 

Lei added that what Pereira 
Coutinho sought was ultima-
tely “a duty of the concessio-
naires to their workers” and 
not a matter worthy of deba-
te.”

LAM CLAIMS LAWMAKERS 
LACK STATUTORY 
KNOWLEDGE 

On the side of those voting 
in favor was Lam, who rea-
ffirmed the impossibility of 
lawmakers bringing debates 
in the public interest to the 
AL.

Lam declared that according 
to his calculations, this was the 
27th consecutive time that a 
debate proposal had been vo-
ted down by the plenary. The 
lawmaker openly accused his 
colleagues of lacking know-
ledge about the AL’s statutes 

and the duties of lawmakers, 
suggesting that they dedicate 
more time to upskilling and fa-
miliarizing themselves with the 
relevant laws and regulations. 

Lam criticized those pro-
-government lawmakers for 
spending time debating and 

expressing opinions consi-
dering the debate proposal, 
when this is in fact what shou-
ld have occurred during the 
very debate that they were 
obstructing. 

Visibly upset, Lam also ad-
ded that the government’s 

“excessive interference” in 
the economy should not be 
provided as an excuse. Lam 
stated, “We know that the go-
vernment does interfere with 
the economy too much, either 
through specific policy ac-
tions or a lack thereof.” 

BUSINESS STRATEGY OF 
MIA WITH GOV’T

Even less interaction occur-
red in relation to the following 
proposal, which gathered an 
even higher number of votes 
against it. 

Among the few lawmakers 
who stepped up to justi-
fy their votes were Iau Teng 
Pio and Cheung Kin Chung, 
both of whom were directly 
appointed by the Chief Exe-
cutive, although Cheung has 
more professional involve-
ment with the topic at hand.

Both lawmakers said they 
were refusing to debate ma-
tters related to the mana-
gement and direction of 
MIA as it is a “subsidiary 
of the government,” mea-
ning that it is exclusively the 
government’s prerogative 
to plan and direct measu-
res to improve the airport. 
Iau downplayed the role of the 
local airport structure, citing 
the facility’s “small size and 
capacity” and its lack of com-
petitiveness when compared 
to other airports in neighbo-
ring cities and regions. He ad-
ded, “To attract international 
visitors, we need to coopera-
te [instead of compete] with 
them.” 

AL PLENARY

More debate proposals voted down; 
proposers not happy

Kou Hoi In finishes legislative year 
with ‘sermon’
RENATO MARQUES

IN the last plenary session of 
the calendar year at the Legis-

lative Assembly, the assembly 
president, Kou Hoi In, took the 
last few minutes of Wednes-
day’s session to deliver a “ser-
mon” to lawmakers.

In a speech that seemed to 
pick up from earlier words offe-
red by Ron Lam, Kou noted that 
the AL had received several re-
quests for debate proposals, the 
contents of which had promp-
ted doubts and questions in his 
mind, leading him to request 
the opinion of the AL’s legal ad-
visors. 

Kou said that for the time 
being, he had allowed all these 
proposals to rise to the plenary 
and be voted on by lawmakers. 

He noted that in some cases, it 
was necessary to make adjust-
ments to various motions so 
that they would not be conside-
red inappropriate and conse-
quently prohibited. 

Without mentioning names, 
Kou called on lawmakers to 
engage with more friendliness 
and cooperation, accepting the 
different views and opinions 
expressed across the plenary.

Wishing all the lawmakers a 
relaxing holiday break, he ex-
pressed his hope that the time 
off would help them to “freshen 
up” their ideas.

Lawmakers’ holidays in 
Macau take place usually be-
tween mid-August up and 
mid-October. In some cases, 
lawmakers have been called 
to urgent debates and votes 
during this period. 

Pang Chuan Pereira Coutinho

Wu Chou Kit

Kou Hoi In
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NADIA SHAW 

Y
ESTERDAY’S heavy rains-
torm caused a significant 
road subsidence in the 
New Urban Zone Dis-

trict A, near the Rotunda de Hou 
Kong. Local authorities responded 
promptly, with the fire department 
confirming that no injuries or vehi-
cles were involved in the incident. 
The incident affected the section 
of Avenida Doutor Ma Man Kei that 
was already closed for a pipeline 
project.

The Public Development Bureau 
quickly dispatched staff Thursday 
morning to assess the situation. 
Initial investigations suggest that 
the subsidence, measuring appro-
ximately three meters deep and 
six by six meters wide, was caused 
by the heavy showers. Fortunately, 
there were no reports of injuries or 
damage to construction machinery. 
The contractor has implemented 
safety measures at the site, and the 
Public Construction Authority has 

instructed them to remain vigilant 
regarding weather conditions. The 
area remains fenced off as the joint 
pipeline project continues.

In a separate incident, a large 
branch from an ancient banyan 
tree at the Tin Hau Ancient Tem-
ple on Ma Kau Seac Hill, collapsed, 
damaging a concrete shrine but 
leaving the temple’s main structu-
re intact. Director of the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC), Deland Leong, 
noted that the tree’s condition 
had worsened due to recent heavy 

rains, likely leading to its fall.
The banyan tree, classified as an 

ancient specimen, has shown signs 
of weakening, including infections 
and fungal growth. The IC expres-
sed its plans to oversee repairs to 
the damaged shrine while closely 
monitoring the tree’s health, around 
noon yesterday. 

Both incidents highlight the ne-
cessity for regular maintenance and 
inspection of public structures and 
natural landmarks during extreme 
weather events.

THE Public Security Po-
lice are cautioning the 

public about a concerning 
trend of phone scams in 
which scammers pose as 
law enforcement officers 
to obtain personal infor-
mation.

The scammers are 
able to generate caller ID 
numbers that appear to 
be from the police hotli-
ne, making the calls seem 
more convincing. The 
callers claim to be invol-
ved in a criminal investi-
gation and inform the vic-
tim that their phone has 
been misused.

According to authori-
ties, the police have recei-
ved multiple reports from 
members of the public 
claiming to have recei-
ved calls from individuals 
claiming to be police offi-
cers. The authorities sus-
pect that these fraudsters 

are attempting to gather 
sensitive personal data 
from unsuspecting vic-
tims.

The Public Security 
Police emphasize that no 
legitimate government 
agency will ever ask for 
personal information over 
the phone. They also state 
that so-called “telephone 
case handling” or “online 
case handling” are clear 
indications of fraud.

The police are urging 
the public to be wary 
of the caller ID on their 
phones, as scammers can 
use software to disguise 
the number and make it 
appear to be from a gover-
nment agency or a known 
contact.

Anyone who has fallen 
victim to these scams is 
advised to report the inci-
dent to the police as soon 
as possible. VC

CRIME

Authorities warn 
of phone scams 
impersonating police 

Authorities respond to 
road and tree damage 
following storm
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RENATO MARQUES

THE Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) has unanimously 

passed the new organic law 
of the Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) in its first 
reading.

The law incorporates new 
provisions related to the fight 
against economic and finan-
cial crimes, especially money 
laundering-related crimes.

The new law aims to wi-
den the commission’s scope, 
giving it the power as a com-
prehensive body to address 
broad cases that concern go-
vernment institutions and de-
partments as well as the pri-
vate sector.

More than addressing any 
flaws in the commission’s 
work, lawmakers wanted to 
know how the new provisions 
would confer the entity enou-
gh power to compel govern-
ment entities to change their 
procedures, after the CCAC or 
audit reports alerted them to 
procedural flaws.

The Commissioner Against 

Corruption, Chan Tsz King, 
responded that it was possib-
le to have a follow-up mecha-
nism to ensure that recom-
mendations and guidelines 
for procedural changes are ef-
fected. Chan noted that such a 
follow-up mechanism is inclu-
ded in the amendment.

The new law is scheduled to 

take effect from October this 
year.

FIVE NEW DRUGS 
PROHIBITED

Also approved unanimou-
sly was the first reading of the 
amendment to law 17/2009, 
which regulates the prohibition 
of narcotic and psychotropic 

substances’ production, traffi-
cking, and consumption in Ma-
cau. 

As explained by the Secretary 
for Security, Wong Sio Chak, the 
changes are mostly related to 
the introduction of new drugs 
to the list of illegal substances, 
following anti-drug work un-
dertaken by international part-

ners, he said.
The new list will prohibit five 

new substances. Of these, four 
are included in the I-A table 
(opium, alkaloids, and similar 
substances) and one is inclu-
ded in the II-B table (amphe-
taminic-type substances and 
central nervous system stimu-
lants).

Substances added to the I-A 
list are 2-Methyl-AP-237 (2-
MAP), Etazene, Etonitazepyne, 
and Protonitazene. The subs-
tance added to table II-B is the 
synthetic cannabinoid ADB-
-BUTINACA.

Questioned by lawmakers, 
Wong said that from 2021 to 
2023, a total of 17 cases of syn-
thetic cannabinoids were found 
and seized in Macau.

Still, the number of drug-a-
ddicted individuals in Macau 
is not considered to be concer-
ningly high, based on data from 
the Social Welfare Bureau. 

In the first half of this year, 
there were 96 cases of people in 
Macau registered as drug addic-
ts, including five cases of young 
people aged 21 and below.

LEGISLATION

AL greenlights new organic CCAC law, 
first reading into ‘new drugs’ list
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T
HE East Asia Super Lea-
gue is expanding to Hong 
Kong and Macau for its 
2024-25 season, increa-

sing the professional basketball 
league to 10 teams.

League officials said in a sta-
tement that Hong Kong Eastern 
and the Macau Black Bears would 
join the league which also features 
teams from Taiwan, Japan, South 
Korea and the Philippines.

Hong Kong Eastern won its 
third domestic A1 Division title in 
2023 and is a two-time winner of 
the ASEAN Basketball League in 
2016-17 and 2023.

The Black Bears were formed 
in 2018 as Macau’s first-ever pro-
fessional team. The team is the 
reigning Macau league champions 
and has also represented the re-
gion in the ASEAN Basketball Lea-
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gue.
EASL officials said they plan to 

announce the schedule soon and 
that the season will begin in early 
October.

“It was always our ambition to 
expand and bring in more leagues, 
representing more regions in Asia,” 

said league chief executive Henry 
Kerins. “We have accelerated those 
plans due to the strong demand 
from the regional leagues to join, 
and their readiness to do so.”

Japan’s Chiba Jets won the 2023-
24 title, the league’s second season. 
MDT/AP

THE Ultimate Fighting 
Championship will return 

to Macau for the first time in 10 
years with a Fight Night event 
on Nov. 23, the mixed martial 
arts promotion said yesterday, 
according to a Reuters dispatch.

The UFC last held an event 
in Macau in August 2014. The 
event in November will be its 
fourth in the special adminis-
trative region of China.

“We are ecstatic to be back at 

this incredible destination city,” 
said Kevin Chang, UFC’s senior 
vice president and head of Asia, 
told Reuters.

The event will take place in 
the Galaxy Arena, Macau’s lar-
gest indoor stadium, with a sea-
ting capacity of 16,000.

The UFC, which has also held 
events in Shanghai, Beijing and 
Shenzhen, unveiled an MMA 
training center in Shanghai in 
June 2019. MDT/AGENCIES

SPORTS

Basketball Super League 
expands with new 
teams in Macau, HK for 
2024-25 season

SPORTS

UFC to return to Macau 
with November card
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GBA economy to grow over 5% this year
The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is expected to achieve over 
5% GDP growth in 2024, according to a report by Guangzhou University and So-
cial Sciences Academic Press China. The region’s economic recovery is driven by 
strong performance in Hong Kong and Macao and a resurgence in foreign trade. 
Despite challenges due to weak overseas demand, the GBA has outperformed 
Guangdong province, which has been struggling with slower growth. Notably, for-
eign trade in the nine Guangdong cities within the GBA reached a record high of 
CNY4.96 trillion in the first seven months of 2024, marking a significant 14.3% in-
crease from the previous year. This robust trade activity, combined with supportive 
policies, is expected to help the GBA meet China’s national economic growth tar-
get of 5%, although the report notes that this target may be harder to achieve than 
last year due to higher comparative baselines.

Excited ethnic students rush to GBA with 
new permits

A group of ethnic minority students from Hong Kong embarked on their first exchange 
tour to the Greater Bay Area (GBA) following the issuance of new mainland travel per-
mits for non-Chinese permanent residents, The Standard reported. The three-day 
trip, involving 28 pupils from Yaumati Kaifong Association School, includes visits to 
Guangzhou and Foshan, where they will explore cultural sites and engage in traditional 
Chinese arts. This initiative follows recent policy changes allowing non-Chinese resi-
dents in Hong Kong and Macau to obtain permits for multiple visits to mainland China 
over five years, aimed at fostering deeper integration and cultural understanding. The 
program is designed to broaden students’ perspectives and enhance their knowledge 
of Chinese culture and the GBA’s economic development. Participants, including 
10-year-old Nepalese student Gurung Shristy, expressed excitement about the op-
portunity to make new friends and learn more about China. The school plans to ex-
pand the program, expecting more students to join future exchanges.

HK’s fintech body eyes bigger plans 
in Greater Bay

Hong Kong’s FinTech Association (FTAHK) is expanding its role within the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA), seeking to strengthen ties with Shenzhen’s fintech community. 
Under the leadership of new chair Lareina Wang, the association aims to lever-
age the GBA’s growing opportunities and the cross-border investment Connect 
schemes to enhance collaboration and influence. FTAHK is planning joint events 
with Shenzhen counterparts, including a visit to Huawei’s R&D institute in Dong-
guan. The association, which has seen rapid growth, is also focused on attract-
ing more mainland Chinese members, offering more events in Mandarin, and 
launching a WeChat account to better connect with the GBA fintech ecosystem. 
The association’s efforts align with broader governmental initiatives to facilitate 
fintech development in the region, including a pilot trial for cross-border credit 
checks between Hong Kong and Shenzhen. Wang’s leadership marks a contin-
ued push to position Hong Kong’s fintech sector as a global player with deep re-
gional ties, SCMP noted in a report this week.
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REVIEW
BY NADIA SHAW, MDT

I
N a vibrant showca-
se of creativity, artis-
ts from the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) are 

taking center stage at the 
Rui Cunha Foundation 
(FRC) Gallery in Macau. 
The exhibition, titled 
“Comics 2024 + Armour-
Man 2024,” features 60 
comic book productions 
from talented artists 
across the GBA, running 
from Aug. 13 to Aug. 24. 
This event not only hi-
ghlights the dynamic art 
scene within the region 
but also underscores the 
potential for cross-bor-
der collaboration in the 
creative industries.

The exhibition is part 
of the Greater Bay Area 
Manga Artists Exhibi-
tion 2024, organized by 
the Association of Pro-
moting Macau Comics 
and Animation Cultural 
Exchange (APMCACE). 
It includes works from 
notable artists such as 
Chen Wei and Lin Min 
from mainland China, as 
well as Wai On and Linus 
Liu from Hong Kong. Lo-
cal talents like Vincent 
Ho and Jet Wu from Ma-
cau are also prominently 
featured, sharing their 
creative journeys and of-
fering their comic books 
for sale.

A significant highli-
ght of the exhibition is 
“ArmourMan,” a popu-
lar comic series by Hong 
Kong artist James Khoo 
Fuk Lung, which has 
seen remarkable success 
since its release over a 

year ago. To commemo-
rate its first anniversary, 
a special segment will 
run at the FRC gallery 

from Aug. 20 to Aug. 24, 
showcasing the original 
manuscript along with 
selected cover art and 

ARTISTS FROM GREATER BAY SHOWCASE 
60 COMIC BOOK PRODUCTIONS

Rising medical expenses challenge GBA resident’s health aspirations, survey finds
ON THE AGENDA

A recent published sur-
vey by Prudential 

Hong Kong Limited highli-
ghts that an alarming 98% 
of Macau residents are 
concerned about achie-
ving medical freedom, 
surpassing the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) average of 
94%. The findings shed li-
ght on the pressing issues 
of rising medical costs, 
limited access to quality 
healthcare, and an inade-

quate medical network.
Conducted in May 

2024, the survey gathe-
red responses from 750 
individuals, aged 18 to 
54, through online ques-
tionnaires and street in-
terviews. Among the par-
ticipants, 300 were from 
Hong Kong, 300 from 
mainland GBA cities – 
including Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen, and Zhuhai – 
and 150 from Macau.

The survey reveals 
that achieving medical 

freedom in Macau is es-
timated to cost residents 
approximately MOP5.6 
million, which equates 
to about 16 years of hou-
sehold income. This fi-
nancial burden poses a 
significant challenge, with 
55% of respondents ci-
ting high medical costs as 
their foremost concern. In 
comparison, GBA residen-
ts estimate the cost of me-
dical freedom at around 
MOP4.7 million (RMB4.2 
million) and MOP6.9 
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“Boosted Multi-Task Learning for Inter-District 
Collaborative Load Forecasting”
Haizhou Liu, Xuan Zhang, Hongbin Sun, M. Shahidehpour
IEEE Transactions on Smart Grid (2024)

This paper introduces a novel framework for collaborative load 
forecasting across different districts, focusing on Zhuhai city as 
a case study. The proposed framework operates in two distinct 
stages: initially, districts collaborate under a federated learning 
scheme to capture global load patterns, followed by local training 
to refine district-specific predictions. The framework leverages 
a probabilistic Gradient-Boosted Regression Tree (GBRT) as the 
core machine learning algorithm, enabling effective multi-task 
learning. The study also explores two district withdrawal mecha-
nisms—simultaneous withdrawal for accuracy and dynamic with-
drawal for efficiency and incentivization. The results demonstrate 
the superiority of this collaborative approach, showing significant 
improvements in forecasting performance across all districts in-
volved.

“Regional Integrity and Corporate Green-
Technology Innovation: Evidence from Deadbeat 
Borrowers in China”
Qihang Xue, Caiquan Bai, Jinmeng Shi, Dequn Cui
Emerging Markets Finance and Trade (2024)

This study investigates the role of regional integrity—an informal 
institutional factor—in influencing corporate green-technology 
innovation (GTI) in China. Utilizing data from individuals who de-
faulted on court orders and green patent-licensing information 
from listed companies, the researchers find that lower levels of 
regional integrity significantly impede GTI. The study employs 
an instrumental-variable approach to address potential endog-
eneity and confirms the robustness of its findings. The analysis 
reveals that lower regional integrity reduces firms’ willingness 
to disclose environmental information and weakens the impact 
of environmental regulations. This effect is more pronounced in 
firms where directors and general managers do not hold concur-
rent posts, in state-owned enterprises, and for utility patents. The 
paper highlights the importance of enhancing regional integrity to 
foster corporate innovation in green technologies.

“Influence and Mechanism of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Intervention on Cognitive Dysfunction 
in Patients with Schizophrenia”
Ningbo Yang, Hongxia Hu, Jie Li, Shaoli Shi, Yuling Wei, Yan-
hong Li, Wenwen Sun
Journal of Biobased Materials and Bioenergy (2024)

This research examines the efficacy of traditional Chinese medi-
cine (TCM) in treating cognitive dysfunction among schizophrenia 
patients. The study involved both animal experiments and clinical 
trials. In animal studies, rats treated with Albizia flower flavonoids 
(AFFG) showed significant improvements in cognition and hip-
pocampal pathology compared to controls. In clinical trials, pa-
tients treated with a combination of aripiprazole and a self-formu-
lated TCM decoction exhibited lower PANSS scores and improved 
quality of life compared to those receiving only aripiprazole. The 
study suggests that AFFG modulates protein expression, en-
hances cognitive function, and reduces pathological symptoms, 
making it a promising adjunctive treatment for schizophrenia. The 
findings support the potential clinical application of TCM in im-
proving cognitive outcomes in patients with schizophrenia.

WORK IN PROGRESS

Notes on academic studies

text.
The APMCACE aims 

to nurture local comic 
talent and foster growth 

in the comic, animation 
and manga industry in 
Macau. By creating ave-
nues for technical ex-

changes and collabora-
tion between local and 
international artists, 
the association seeks to 
enhance the quality of 
comic art in the region. 
Future plans include 
organizing large-scale 
cultural exchange even-
ts, publications, and 
seminars to strengthen 
ties among artists across 
borders.

Comic art and anima-
tion are two distinct yet 
interconnected forms of 
visual storytelling that 
utilize images and text 
to convey narratives. 
Comics are primarily a 
sequence of panels that 
combine illustrations 
with textual elemen-
ts like speech balloons 
and captions, allowing 
readers to interpret the 
story through a unique 
interplay of images and 
words. This medium has 
evolved over centuries, 
with its origins traced 
back to ancient art, and 
has expanded into va-
rious formats, including 
comic strips, graphic 
novels, and webcomics. 
The artistic techniques 
in comics often involve 
cartooning, where artists 
use ink and digital tools 
to create dynamic vi-
suals that guide the rea-
der’s experience through 
encapsulated moments 
of action and emotion.

The first half of the 
exhibition, which con-
cludes on Aug. 17, fea-
tures 30 works from 
nine artists, and pre-
sents a diverse array of 
new comics, manga, and 
animation pieces. This 
segment showcases a 
collective edition of “Co-
mics 2024,” highlighting 
the creative output of 
members of the Macau 
Comics and Animation 
Cultural Exchange Pro-
motion Association.

A notable artist pre-
sent in this comic show-
case is Jet Wu, a Ma-
cau-based comic artist. 
Wu has made notable 
strides in his career, 
winning the Story Co-
mic Finalist Award at 
the “First China Golden 
Dragon Award Original 
Animation and Comic 
Art Competition.” His 
work “Chinese Boxing 
Champion,” based on 
Chinese Olympic gold 
medalist Zou Shiming, 
was officially authorized 
for publication.

Another artist from 
the mainland, Chen Wei, 
a renowned fantasy art 
illustrator and associate 
professor at the Cheng-
du Academy of Fine 
Arts, has made signifi-
cant contributions to the 
field. With a strong inter-
national reputation, he 
has worked with notable 
clients such as Blizzard 
Entertainment and has 
received numerous ac-
colades, including two 
Golden Dragon Awards. 
His artistic journey, ins-
pired by Japanese ga-
mes and manga, reflects 
a blend of Eastern and 
Western influences.

Howard Chan, the 
Chairman of the APM-
CACE, has played a pi-
votal role in curating 
and promoting Macau’s 
comic art scene. His ef-
forts have helped Macau 
comics gain increasing 
attention on the inter-
national stage. Chan 
has curated numerous 
exhibitions and produ-
ced several notable co-
mic works, representing 
Macau at events like the 
Penang Asia Comic Cul-
tural Museum opening 
and the Tokyo Interna-
tional Comic Festival. 
He has also played a 
pivotal role in curating 
this exhibit.

ARTISTS FROM GREATER BAY SHOWCASE 
60 COMIC BOOK PRODUCTIONS

Rising medical expenses challenge GBA resident’s health aspirations, survey finds
million (HKD6.7 million), 
reflecting about 10 years 
of household income.

Notably, 86% of GBA 
respondents define medi-
cal freedom as the ability 
to choose medical resour-
ces freely, while 85% as-
sociate it with receiving 
prompt and adequate 
medical aid. In contrast, 
Macau residents express 
a strong desire for ser-
vices such as traditional 
Chinese medicine and 
second medical opinions. 

However, respectively, 
only 33%, 29%, and 17% 
of the insurance plans of 
these residents cover the-
se services, significantly 
lower than coverage le-
vels in mainland China 
and Hong Kong. Addi-
tionally, despite a high 
demand for cross-border 
medical services, only 
44% of Macau residents’ 
medical plans provide 
such coverage.

Edward Dai, General 
Manager of Prudential’s 

Macau Branch, emphasi-
zed the ongoing challen-
ges residents face in 
achieving true medical 
freedom. “While govern-
ment subsidies have im-
proved access to public 
healthcare, significant 
obstacles remain,” he sta-
ted. “With rising medical 
inflation and considera-
ble gaps in local medi-
cal coverage, residents 
encounter numerous 
challenges in realizing 
medical freedom, with an 

alarming 98% expressing 
concerns.”

In response to these 
challenges, Prudential’s 
new plan aims to enhan-
ce healthcare access in 
Macau by providing com-
prehensive coverage that 
includes outpatient care 
and telemedicine servi-
ces. This initiative seeks 
to alleviate some of the 
financial pressures and 
improve the overall heal-
thcare experience for re-
sidents. NS

1. Lin Guan Zhang Tour of Mountain 
City-Old Teahouse, Lin Min
2. Cyber Fisherman 2077
3. My Soul Mate Cover, Wah Kee
4. 19. What Have I Seen?, Jet Wu
5. The Next Stop of Freedom
6. Linus Liu
7. Wishing in a Snowy Night, Lin Seng
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ECONOMY
Recovery dragged down by property slump 
and weak consumption in July

DIPLOMACY

Wang visits Myanmar as civil 
war strains bilateral relations
GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

C
HINA’S top diplomat 
visited Myanmar and 
met with the leader 
of its military govern-

ment as growing instability from 
the neighboring country’s civil 
war causes concern in Beijing.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s vi-
sit came after Myanmar’s army 
has suffered unprecedented ba-
ttlefield defeats from powerful 
ethnic militias, especially in the 
northeast along the border with 
China.

This week’s visit also came 
a week after Senior Gen. Min 
Aung Hlaing, head of Myanmar’s 
ruling military council, alleged 
that foreign countries were ba-
cking the militias with arms, te-
chnologies and other assistance. 
He did not name them but was 
understood to be referring to 
China, which has long had clo-
se relations with ethnic militias 
operating along the border.

Myanmar state television 
MRTV said Wang told Min Aung 
Hlaing that China is cooperating 
seriously for stability and peace 
in Myanmar, and that it oppo-
ses the attacks by ethnic mili-
tias on army-controlled areas 
in northern Shan State. It said 
Wang and top officials exchan-
ged views on bilateral relations, 
stability of the border region 
and cooperation in eliminating 
cybercrime and other illegal ac-
tivities.

Chinese state media cited 
Wang as saying China “oppo-
ses chaos and war in Myanmar, 
interference in Myanmar’s in-
ternal affairs by extra-territorial 

forces and any attempts to dri-
ve a wedge between China and 
Myanmar and smear China.” It 
said Wang also expressed hope 
that that Myanmar “will effecti-
vely safeguard the safety of Chi-
nese personnel and projects” 
there.

China’s government has 
maintained good working re-
lations with Myanmar’s ruling 
military, which is shunned and 
sanctioned by many Western 
nations for seizing power from 
the elected government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi in 2021 and for ma-
jor human rights violations.

The takeover led to the orga-
nization of armed resistance to 
military rule, which has grown 
increasingly strong.

China is Myanmar’s biggest 
trading partner and has invested 
billions of dollars in its mines, oil 
and gas pipelines and other in-
frastructure. Along with Russia, 
it is a major arms supplier to 
Myanmar’s military.

But the army’s unexpected 
failure to contain the resistan-
ce from militias threatens the 
stability essential for protecting 
China’s interests.

Analysts who follow 
Myanmar believe that China’s 
relations with its ruling military, 
and Min Aung Hlaing in particu-
lar, are severely strained.

“There is a deep well of 
anti-Chinese sentiment in 
Myanmar, particularly in the 
military, and Min Aung Hlaing 
is known to harbor particularly 
strong anti-Chinese views.” Ri-
chard Horsey, senior adviser for 
Myanmar with the Crisis Group, 
told The Associated Press by 
email.

“The main issue with the re-
gime, in Beijing’s view, is that it 
is headed by someone they dis-
trust and dislike, and who they 
see as fundamentally incompe-
tent,” Horsey added.

When Min Aung Hlaing’s 
army held the upper hand in the 

conflict against pro-democracy 
guerrillas and their allies among 
the ethnic armed organizations, 
Beijing appeared to see the ba-
lance of power ensured enough 
stability to safeguard its subs-
tantial strategic and economic 
interests in Myanmar, its sou-
thern neighbor.

But in October, a group of 
powerful militia groups calling 
themselves the Three Bro-
therhood Alliance launched a 
joint offensive against the army 
in the northeast along the Chi-
nese border. 

Beijing brokered a cease-fire 
in January, but hostilities revived 
in June as the alliance claimed 
the army attacked it and pushed 
back, seizing more territory.

The crisis grew when the 
Myanmar National Democratic 
Alliance Army recently seized 
Lashio, about 110 kilometers 
south of the Chinese border, 
which hosted a strategically im-
portant military regional head-
quarters.

Analysts such as Priscilla 
Clapp, a senior advisor at the 
United States Institute of Peace, 
believe that time favors the resis-
tance forces and that Beijing will 
adjust its policies as necessary.

“China will continue its ef-
forts to preserve its investmen-
ts and strategic interests in 
Myanmar with whatever com-
bination of forces emerges suc-
cessful from this conflict,” said 
Clapp, who led the U.S. Embas-
sy in Myanmar in 1999-2002. 
“But it is too early yet to say what 
this will look like, except that the 
military will no longer be in the 
lead.” MDT/AP

CHINA’S National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC), the 

country’s top economic planner, outli-
ned key tasks for ecological conserva-
tion during an event marking National 
Ecology Day, as reported by Xinhua.

Speaking in Sanming, Fujian Pro-
vince yesterday, Zhao Chenxin, depu-
ty head of the NDRC, emphasized the 
commission’s commitment to advan-
cing reforms in ecological conservation 
while promoting green, low-carbon, 
and high-quality development.

Zhao stated that the NDRC is focused 
on achieving carbon peak by 2030 and 
carbon neutrality by 2060, along with 
strengthening international coopera-
tion in green and low-carbon develop-
ment.

According to Xinhua, to support the-
se goals, the commission plans to im-
plement a range of policies, including 
fiscal, tax, financial, investment, and 
pricing measures, specifically designed 
to facilitate green development.

Additionally, Zhao highlighted the 
NDRC’s efforts to refine mechanisms 
for realizing the market value of ecosys-
tem goods and services, and to improve 
both comprehensive and trans-regional 
compensation mechanisms for ecologi-
cal conservation.

The NDRC will also deepen inter-
national cooperation in the circular 
economy, promote the export of green 
technologies, and actively participa-
te in global climate governance. This 
initiative aligns with China’s broader 
strategy to enhance public awareness 
and actions for ecological protection, 
following the designation of August 15 
as National Ecology Day last year by the 
country’s top legislature. MDT/XINHUA

ENVIRONMENT

China outlines 
key tasks for 
ecological 
conservation

Zhao Chenxin, deputy director of the National 
Development and Reform Commission

A continued property 
crisis and weak con-

sumption dragged on 
China’s economic reco-
very in July, according to 
data released yesterday 
by the National Bureau of 
Statistics.

Unemployment rose 
for the first time since 
February, clocking in at 
5.2%, compared to 5% in 
June.

Industrial production 
also rose more slowly 
than the previous mon-
th, showing a 5.1% year-
-on-year increase in July, 

compared to a 5.3% rise 
in June.

Retail sales grew sli-
ghtly more than analys-
ts had expected, rising 
2.7% year-on-year in July, 
compared to 2% in June.

Statistics bureau 
spokesperson Liu Aihua 

said the recovery in con-
sumption will be further 
consolidated given re-
cent government policies 
to boost consumer spen-
ding.

Beijing announced 
plans last month to use 
150 billion yuan ($20.9 

billion) in government 
debt to finance trade-ins 
for consumer goods such 
as appliances and cars to 
stimulate spending.

Consumption con-
tributed around 60% of 
China’s economic growth 
in the first half of the year 
and is expected to assu-
me an even bigger role 
in supporting the world’s 
second-largest economy. 
Exports, traditionally 
China’s strongest engine 
for economic growth, are 
dampened by frictions 
with the United States 

and other Western coun-
tries.

Regarding urban 
unemployment — a ti-
cklish problem for the 
ruling Communist Party 
— Liu said the 0.2 per-
centage-point rise over 
the previous month was 
due to the impact of the 
graduation season.

Investment in real 
estate dropped 10.2% 
year-on-year in the first 
seven months of the year, 
after decreasing 10.1% in 
the January-June period. 
MDT/AP

Myanmar’s military leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing (right) talks with 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, during their meeting this week, in Naypyitaw
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MONGOLIA

Country in the tourism spotlight 
and making it easier to visit

JAPAN

Kishida will not seek another term, 
new prime minister in September
JAPANESE Prime Minis-

ter Fumio Kishida, in a 
surprise move, announced 
he will not run in the upco-
ming party leadership vote 
in September, paving the 
way for Japan to have a new 
prime minister.

Kishida was elected 
president of his governing 
Liberal Democratic Party 
and became prime minis-
ter in 2021. His three-year 
term expires in September 
and whoever wins the par-
ty vote will succeed him as 
prime minister because the 
LDP controls both houses 
of parliament. A new face 
is a chance for the party to 
show that it’s changing for 
the better, and Kishida said 

he will support the new lea-
der.

“We need to clearly show 
an LDP reborn,” Kishida 
told a news conference on 
Wednesday. “In order to 
show a changing LDP, the 
most obvious first step is for 
me to bow out.”

“I will not run for the 
upcoming party leadership 
election,” he said this week.

Stung by his party’s cor-
ruption scandals, Kishida 
has suffered dwindling su-
pport ratings that have di-
pped below 20%.

Regaining public trust 
in politics is crucial for ta-
ckling difficult situations 
in and outside Japan, he 
said and called on aspiring 

party lawmakers to run for 
leadership and hold active 
policy debates during the 
campaign.

“Once a new leader is de-
cided, I hope to see everyo-
ne unite and form a dream 
team to achieve politics 
that can gain public un-
derstanding,” he said.

Kishida said he has been 
mulling the resignation 
for some time but waited 
to put his key policies on 
track, including an energy 
policy that calls for a return 
to nuclear power, a dras-
tic military buildup to deal 
with security threats in the 
region, and improving ties 

with South Korea, as well as 
political reforms.

President Joe Biden lau-
ded Kishida’s leadership as 
historic, saying the two of 
them have worked toge-
ther to take the U.S.-Japan 
alliance “to new heights.”

“Guided by unflinching 
courage and moral clarity, 
Prime Minister Kishida has 
transformed Japan’s role in 
the world,” Biden said in 
a statement, adding that 
Kishida’s “courageous lea-
dership will be remembe-
red on both sides of the Pa-
cific for decades to come.”

The U.S. Ambassador 
to Japan, Rahm Emanuel, 
also praised Kishida’s effort 
in elevating the U.S.-Japan 
alliance while also deve-
loping separate trilaterals, 
one with South Korea and 
another with the Philippi-
nes, in the face of China’s 
growing influence.

Biden and Kishida “lite-
rally wrote the organizing 

chapter of the next era,” 
Emanuel said.

However, the leader of 
the main opposition Cons-
titutional Democratic Party, 
Kenta Izumi, said Kishida 
may have given up on pur-
suing party reforms and the 
investigation into the cor-
ruption scandals.

“Whenever the party is 
in crisis, LDP, for its own 
survival, has repeatedly 
changed prime minister 
and party leader to reset 
and have voters forget the 
past,” Izumi said. “It’s their 
strategy and people should 
not be tricked by it.”

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres had no 
comment on the annou-
ncement but U.N. deputy 
spokesman Farhan Haq 
said that “certainly, the se-
cretary-general has been 
very pleased to be working 
with prime minister Kishi-
da during his time in offi-
ce.” MDT/AP

OLIVIA ZHANG & DAVID 
RISING, ULAANBAATAR

W
ITH its reindeer 
sleigh rides, ca-
mel racing and 
stunning landsca-

pes with room to roam, Mongolia 
is hoping to woo visitors who are 
truly looking to get away from it 
all.

Like most countries, its tou-
rism industry was devastated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
it has launched a “Welcome to 
MonGOlia” campaign to win peo-
ple back. The government has 
added flights and streamlined the 
visa process, offering visa-free vi-
sits for many countries.

At least 437,000 foreign tourists 
visited in the first seven months 
of this year, up 25% over the same 
period last year, including increa-
sing numbers from Europe, the 
U.S. and Japan. Visitors from Sou-
th Korea nearly doubled, thanks in 
part to the under-four-hour flight.

Despite the gains, Mongolia’s 
government is still short of its goal 
of 1 million visitors per year from 
2023-2025 to the land of Genghis 
Khan, which encompassed much 
of Eurasia in its 13th-century hey-
day and is now a landlocked na-
tion located between Russia and 
China.

With a population of 3.3 million 
people, about half of them living 
in the capital, Ulaanbaatar, the-
re’s plenty of open space for the 

adventure tourist to explore, said 
Egjimaa Battsooj, who works for a 
tour company. Its customized iti-
neraries include horseback trips 
and camping excursions with the 
possibility of staying in gers, the 
felt-covered dwellings still used 
by Mongolia’s herders.

There’s little chance of running 
across private property, so few 
places are off-limits, she said.

“You don’t need to open a gate, 
you don’t need to have permis-
sion from anyone,” she said, sit-

ting in front of a map of Mongolia 
with routes marked out with pins 
and strands of yarn.

“We are kind of like the last 
truly nomad culture on the whole 
planet,” she added.

Lonely Planet named Mongo-
lia its top destination in its Best in 
Travel 2024 report. The pope’s vi-
sit to Mongolia last year also hel-
ped focus attention on the coun-
try. Its breakdancers became stars 
at last year’s Asian Games. And 
some local bands have developed 

a global following, like The Hu, a 
folk-metal band that incorpora-
tes traditional Mongolian instru-
ments and throat singing with 
modern rock.

Still, many people know little 
about Mongolia. American tou-
rist Michael John said he knew 
some of the history about Gen-
ghis Khan and had seen a docu-
mentary on eagles used by hun-
ters before deciding to stop in 
Ulaanbaatar as part of a longer 
vacation.

“It was a great opportunity to 
learn more,” the 40-year-old said.

Tourism accounted for 7.2% of 
Mongolia’s gross domestic pro-
duct and 7.6% of its employment 
in 2019 before collapsing due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, accor-
ding to the World Bank. But the 
organization noted “substantial 
growth potential” for Mongolia to 
exploit, with “diverse nature and 
stunning sceneries” and sports 
and adventure tourism possibili-
ties.

Mongolia tourism ads focus 
on those themes, with beautiful 
views of frozen lakes in winter for 
skating and fishing, the Northern 
Lights and events like reindeer 
sledding and riding, camel racing 
and hiking.

Munkhjargal Dayan offers ri-
des on two-humped Bactrian 
camels, traditional archery and 
the opportunity to have eagles 
trained for hunting perch on a vi-
sitor’s arm.

“We want to show tourists co-
ming from other countries that 
we have such a way of life in 
Mongolia,” he said, waiting for 
customers by a giant statue of 
Genghis Kahn on the outskirts of 
Ulaanbaatar.

Outside the lively capital, ge-
tting around can be difficult in 
summer as the steppes become 
waterlogged, and there is limi-
ted infrastructure, a shortage of 
accommodation and a deficit of 
skilled labor in tourism destina-
tions.

It is also easy for foreigners to 
get lost, with few signs in English, 
said Dutch tourist Jasper Koning. 
Nevertheless, he said he was tho-
roughly enjoying his trip.

“The weather is super, the sce-
nery is more than super, it’s clean, 
the people are friendly,” he said. 
MDT/AP

Tourists enjoy horseback riding near the iconic Turtle Rock outcrop at the Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar
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Elvis Presley, whose singing and style revo-
lutionized popular music in the 1950s, has 
died.

Presley, 42, was discovered slumped in a 
bathroom at his mansion in Memphis, Ten-
nessee on Tuesday.

He was rushed to the Baptist Memorial 
Hospital in Memphis but was pronounced 
dead on arrival.

The Tennessee state pathologist, Dr. Jerry 
Francisco, said a post mortem examination 
of the singer’s body had revealed he died of 
cardiac arrhythmia - a form of heart attack.

“The precise cause has not yet been deter-
mined for the cardiac arrhythmia,” Dr Fran-
cisco said.

“It may take several days to several weeks 
to determine that specific cause and in some 
cases it never is determined.”

The three-hour examination uncovered no 
sign of any other diseases or any drug abuse, 
Dr Francisco added.

Presley was divorced from his wife Priscilla 
in 1973 but it was rumoured that he had re-
cently become engaged to Ginger Alden, 20.

She was reportedly spotted wearing a 
$50,000 (£20,315) diamond engagement 
ring from Presley.

Ms Alden and other members of his entou-
rage were at Graceland when he collapsed.

There had been indications of Elvis Pres-
ley’s declining health for some time.

Earlier this year the singer had cancelled 
several performances in Louisiana and re-
turned to Memphis suffering what his doc-
tors termed “exhaustion”.

No arrangements have been announced 
yet for his funeral which is scheduled for Fri-
day.

Courtesy BBC News

1977 Rock and roll 
‘king’ Presley dies

In context

Thousands gathered to file past Elvis Pres-
ley’s body which lay in state at his mansion, 
Graceland, the day after his death.
Although it was officially stated that he died 
of heart failure there has always been spec-
ulation that an overdose of cocaine and 
barbiturates also played a part.
Since his divorce from Priscilla in 1973 he 
had relied heavily on prescription drugs and 
was known to be a junk-food addict, gaining 
a considerable amount of weight.
During his lifetime he sold over 300 million 
albums and made 33 films.
His death has been lucrative for the “Elvis 
industry”.
In 2001 he came top in US magazine 
Forbes’ poll of “Richest Deceased Celebri-
ties”.

this day in history
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Police shot a woman while 
trying to seize her car over 
hijab law violation
O

N a darkened road 
beside the Caspian 
Sea, Iranian police 
officers opened fire 

last month on a 31-year-old 
woman who had tried to speed 
away likely knowing they wan-
ted to seize her vehicle, activists 
said yesterday [Macau time].

Police had been ordered to 
impound her car, activists say, 
because of an earlier viola-
tion of Iran’s headscarf law for 
showing her hair in public whi-
le driving.

Now unable to walk and con-
fined to a bed at a police hospi-
tal, Arezou Badri — a mother 
of two — is the latest casualty 
of Iran’s renewed crackdown 
over headscarves, or hijabs. Her 
shooting occurred nearly two 
years after 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini died while in police cus-
tody over an alleged headscarf 
violation, sparking nationwide 
protests over women’s rights 
and against the country’s theo-
cracy.

As the Sept. 16 anniversary 
of Amini’s death approaches, 
Iran’s new reformist President 
Masoud Pezeshkian has promi-
sed to ease enforcement of the 
headscarf law. But the murky 
details of Badri’s shooting and 
a recent video of a girl being 
manhandled in the streets of 
Tehran show the dangers still 
lurking for those willing to di-
sobey it.

“They have elevated it to 
the most serious crime, whe-
re the police is allowed basi-
cally to shoot to kill,” said Hadi 
Ghaemi, executive director of 

the New York-based Center for 
Human Rights in Iran. “That’s 
really a war on women.”

Badri’s shooting occurred 
around 11 p.m. on July 22 along 
a coastal road in Iran’s northern 
Mazandaran province as she 
drove home from a friend’s 
house with her sister, activists 
say. A brief account published 
by Iran’s state-run IRNA news 
agency quoted police Col. 
Ahmad Amini as saying patrol 
officers had ordered a vehicle 
with tinted windows to stop, 
but that it didn’t. It made no 
mention of the hijab violation 
or impound notice.

Officers appear to have first 
fired at Badri’s car’s tires, accor-
ding to the group Human Righ-
ts Activists in Iran, which spoke 
to people with knowledge of 
the shooting. As Badri conti-
nued driving, officers fired into 
the vehicle, the group said; the 
gunfire pierced her lung and 
damaged her spine.

Under Iranian law, police 
must fire a warning shot, then 
aim to wound below the waist 
before taking a potentially fa-
tal shot at a suspect’s head or 
chest. If the suspect is driving, 
officers typically aim first for 
the tires.

Why police initially stopped 
Badri’s car remains unclear, 
though activists blame it on 
the impound alert over the hi-
jab violation. It’s also unknown 
whether any police vehicle at 
the scene had a camera that re-
corded the shooting or if any of-
ficer there wore a body camera.

There are no public statis-

tics of fatal police shootings in 
Iran. Police firearms training 
and tactics vary widely, as some 
officers face more paramilitary 
duties in areas like Iran’s restive 
Sistan and Baluchestan provin-
ces.

Iran’s Interior Ministry, whi-
ch oversees the country’s po-
lice, did not respond to ques-
tions about the shooting from 
The Associated Press.

Authorities are holding Badri 
at a police hospital in Tehran 
under tight security, restricting 
her family’s visits and stopping 
them from taking photographs 
of her, activists say. Despite 
that, an image of Badri was pu-
blished by the BBC this week, 
highlighting her case.

“She has no sensation from 
the waist down and doctors 
have said that it will be clear in 
the coming months whether 
she is completely paralyzed,” 
said one activist in Iran, who 
requested anonymity for fear of 
reprisal.

The hijab became a focal 
point of demonstrations after 
the death of Amini in 2022. She 
died after being arrested for not 
wearing her headscarf to the 
liking of police. A United Na-
tions panel has found that Ami-
ni died as a result of “physical 
violence” used against her by 
the state.

Amini’s death sparked mon-
ths of protests and a security 
crackdown that killed more 
than 500 people and led to the 
detention of more than 22,000. 
After the mass demonstra-
tions, police dialed down en-

forcement of hijab laws, but it 
ramped up again in April un-
der what authorities called the 
Noor — or “Light” — Plan.

The hijab crackdown re-
mains widely discussed in Iran, 
even as police and state media 
rarely report on it. Many wo-
men continue to wear their 
hijabs loosely or leave them 
draped around their shoulders 
while walking in Tehran. Wo-
men driving without wearing 
hijabs are believed to have been 
tracked via surveillance camera 
technology provided by Chine-
se firms, matching their faces 
against a government-maintai-
ned photo database, Ghaemi 
said.

If they are stopped, that can 
lead to physical altercations be-
tween women and the police.

Surveillance footage pub-
lished last week by the Iranian 
reformist news website Ensaf 
showed a 14-year-old girl ma-
nhandled by the morality poli-
ce in Tehran. Her mother des-
cribed her daughter’s head as 
being rammed into an electri-
cal box, a female officer pulling 
her hair and another putting 
their foot on her neck. Police 
described the officers’ behavior 
as unprofessional, but also ac-
cused the girl of using bad lan-
guage.

“I saw my daughter with a 
wounded face, swollen lips, a 
bruised neck, torn clothes and 
she couldn’t even speak,” her 
mother, Maryam Abbasi, told 
the website. “Her eyes were so 
swollen from crying that they 
wouldn’t open.” MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-	 Sunset direction; 5- Plant again; 10- Strip of wood; 14- Dull pain; 

15- The end of ___; 16- Gap; 17- Take ___ Train; 18- Calls for; 19- Initial stake; 
20- Browned sliced bread; 22- Prayer; 24- 3:00; 27- Take ten; 28- Dauntless; 32- 
Strange and mysterious; 36- Bridal bio word; 37- Get to know; 39- Standing up; 40- 
Makes brown; 42- Weeps; 44- Editor’s mark; 45- Siouan speakers; 47- Aquarium 
buildup; 49- 401(k) kin; 50- Language elements; 51- Unfortunate; 53- Bit of gossip; 
56- ___-Ball; 57- More awkward; 61- Mother of Isaac; 65- Appraise, charge per unit; 
66- Salivate; 69- Prone to prying; 70- Cooking appliance; 71- Low-budget prefix; 
72- Pigeon-___; 73- Dramatic troupe; 74- Rudner and Moreno; 75- Bone: Prefix;
 
DOWN 1- Power unit; 2- Reflected sound; 3- Queens stadium; 4- One making fun; 
5- Campaigned for office; 6- Compass point opposite WSW; 7- Leak slowly; 8- 
Command; 9- Squander; 10- Breaks; 11- Actress Anderson; 12- Choir voice; 13- 
New driver, often; 21- Chinese weight; 23- 
Got it; 25- Job detail, briefly; 26- Jewelled 
crown worn by women; 28- Following; 
29- Keen!; 30- Barbershop quartet 
member; 31- Hand tool; 33- Knot again; 
34- Champagne buckets; 35- Kett and 
James; 38- Old Ethiopian emperor; 41- 
Dregs; 43- Large bag; 46- Retired fliers; 
48- Stretches (out); 52- Simple shed; 
54- Down source; 55- Paris “thanks”; 57- 
Gator’s cousin; 58- Hot rock; 59- Salt Lake 
City students; 60- Pull (for); 62- Outback 
hoppers; 63- I’d hate to break up ___; 
64- Jekyll’s alter ego; 67- ___ roll; 68- ___ 
Alamos, NM; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Navigate a professional challenge 
by focusing on organization, 
disciplined and coordinated 
action. Work completed now can 
have long-term benefits. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can get what you need to take 
a trip. Investigate an interesting 
proposition. Don’t overlook 
what loved ones need. Check 
reservations before moving.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Coordinate finances with your 
partner. Save for a shared dream. 
Grow by reinforcing foundations 
and supports. Disciplined actions 
pay extra. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Collaborate with your partner 
to realize a shared vision. 
Coordination, passion and 
inspiration keep you in action 
despite roadblocks or challenges. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Keep your fitness goals despite 
distractions. Disciplined action 
builds strength and fitness. 
Demands for your attention 
abound. Prioritize your health.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Keep practicing to improve your 
game. Focus on technique and 
learn through repetition. Get 
coaching from a trusted expert. 
Pursue a passion. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Coordinate with your family 
on priorities. Get creative with 
domestic arts. Use high-quality 
materials for long-lasting household 
improvements. Share comfort foods.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Capture brilliant ideas onto 
paper or screen. Your research 
leads to fascinating discoveries. 
What you uncover has long-term 
implications. Take notes.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Disciplined efforts pay off. 
Abundance is available. Monitor to 
maintain positive balances. Make 
agreements and sign contracts. 
Keep feeding savings. It adds up.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Take ground advancing a 
personal project. Actions now 
can have lasting benefits. Provide 
leadership. Challenges block the 
road. Strategize to adapt plans.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Friends help out. Collaborate on 
structural and logistical details. 
Make sure you’ve handled the basics 
before adding elaborations. A tricky 
situation requires coordination.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Make plans and reservations. 
Do the groundwork to realize a 
vision. Strategize for fundamental 
priorities. Postpone travels and take 
care of  business behind the scenes.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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‘Jackpot!’ has a winning star in 
Awkwafina but never pays off

1

New Rugby Season - Starts 24th August
Saturdays, 9-11am, Taipa Stadium

BOYS AND GIRLS, AGES 6 – 18

• Team working
• Co-operation
• Fitness and FUN

MMAACCAAUU  
BBAATTSS
RUGBY

SIGN UP NOW!!

JAKE COYLE, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

FINALLY, a movie for everyo-
ne who read Shirley Jackson’s 

“The Lottery” and wished it had 
been a comedy.

Paul Feig’s “Jackpot!” is a farci-
cal twist on an old story that, if it 
doesn’t remind people of Jackson’s 
short story will surely sound fami-
liar to those who enjoyed “The 
Purge” and its sequels. In a near-
-future California, buying a lottery 
ticket enters you a chance to win 
billions. But there’s a catch.

Everyone else is free to try to kill 
the winner and take the prizemo-
ney. The “winner” has until sun-
down to survive and keep their 
money. The only rule: No guns. 
Hovering drones keep an eye on 
winners, helping violent mobs 
find their way to him or her. This 
state-sponsored Hunger Game 
is the new low for a government 
depleted of funds. Meanwhile, the 
local TV news chipperly annou-
nces a few new billionaires every 
day.

My principle disappointment 
with “Jackpot!” is that they didn’t 
go with a title like “Mega Murders” 
or its original name: “Grand Theft 
Lotto.” This is a very high concept 
for a comedy, one that Feig and 
screenwriter Rob Yescombe lean 
into to craft a mildly entertaining, 

streaming-only comedy that’s 
only a touch less disposable than 
a losing Powerball ticket.

Mostly, “Jackpot!” is an ac-
tion-comedy vehicle that pairs 
Awkwafina and John Cena for a 
romp through a few clever eco-
nomic inequality gags and a lot of 
cartoonish mayhem. At the least, 
it’s a more satirical, silly take on a 
dystopian genre that usually re-
ceives more somber treatments. 
“Mockingjay — Part 1” certainly 
never had John Cena trying to 
stomp out a groin on fire.

“Jackpot!,” which debuts 
Thursday on Prime Video, stars 

Awkwafina as Katie Kim, a for-
mer child actor who, out of mi-
dlife desperation, has returned 
to Los Angeles in 2030 to try to 
break back into the movie busi-
ness. A Hollywood where half the 
town is out for blood is, of course, 
not such a far-fetched, futuristic 
concept. That backdrop of raging 
competitiveness is a running gag 
in “Jackpot!” Katie is at an audi-
tion when she’s announced as the 
lottery winner, immediately sen-
ding the other auditioning actors 
after her head.

As the quickly forming mob 
closes in on Katie, a pinstripe sui-

t-clad man comes to the rescue, 
pledging to protect her for a 10% 
fee. Noel Cassidy (John Cena) is 
his name, and, as the two make 
their getaway, a buddy comedy 
ensues. Aside from the main task 
of staying alive, the abiding ten-
sion of the movie is how much 
Katie can trust Noel, and why this 
very sincere special agent is so de-
dicated to saving lives. Not only 
does Noel keep Katie from harm, 
he makes sure to put a helmet 
on anyone’s head before kicking 
them out of a moving car.

Awkwafina’s sarcasm plays well 
off Cena’s nice-guy earnestness. In 

one scene, she says he looks like 
“a bulldog that a witch cast a spe-
ll on and turned into a human.” 
Any comedy with her in the lead 
role has a fairly high floor, yet “Ja-
ckpot!” never pays off. It’s amiably 
disordered but the high-concept 
always feels like a ridiculous goof, 
and its predictable machinations 
grow increasingly tiresome. Still, 
this is the rare film where you can 
say Machine Gun Kelly (whose 
panic room comes in handy for 
Katie and Noel) is a surprisingly 
perfect tonal fit. (Later, a turtle-
necked Simu Liu turns up as the 
smarmy head of a larger, better 
funder protection agency.)

Feig, the director of “Brides-
maids,” “Spy,” “The Heat” and 
2016’s “Ghostbusters,” may be 
more adept at balancing broad 
comedy and action sequen-
ces than any other working fil-
mmaker. But the big-screen co-
medy heyday he was once so cen-
tral to has largely faded in recent 
years, as studios have grown disa-
ppointingly reluctant to gamble 
with laughs in theaters. It’s hard 
not to see “Jackpot!” — which pa-
les next to Feig’s better films — as 
an example of this diminished 
era for theatrical comedies. Then 
again, as Awkwafina notes in “Ja-
ckpot!” Hollywood stardom isn’t 
what it once was. Now, she says, 
even wrestlers and YouTubers can 
do it.

“Jackpot!” an Amazon Studios 
release, is rated R by the Motion 

Picture Association of America for 
pervasive language, violence, and 
sexual references. Running time: 

104 minutes.

Awkwafina in a scene from “Jackpot!” (Prime Video)
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TASTE OF EDESIA

British Heritage and Delicious Delights 
IRENE SAM, MDT

O
NE of only one hundred 
declared monuments 
in Hong Kong, The Ma-
gistracy has been given 

a new life by Black Sheep Restau-
rants after 40 years of dormancy. 
Steeped with history and once 
an annex to Hong Kong’s Supre-
me Court, the Magistracy Dining 
Room, Prince and the Peacock and 
BOTANICAL GARDEN pay homa-
ge to a piece of the city’s history, 
connecting Hong Kong’s present 
and future to its past through thou-
ghtful hospitality stories. 

This summer, guests are invited 
to embark on an exquisite journey 
at the enchanting Botanical Gar-
den outside Magistracy Dining 
Room, where culinary excellence 
meets botanical beauty in a cele-
bration of British heritage and gin 
tradition. Spilling out onto the ter-
race alongside Magistracy Dining 
Room, Botanical Garden offers a 

lush and vibrant space inspired 
by iconic British heritage gardens, 
providing guests with an oasis to 
revel in premium gin and tonics 
from afternoon until evening.

From now until end of this 
month, one can indulge in the new 
Mad Dogs & Englishmen at Bota-
nical Garden, where the evocative 
words of Rudyard Kipling, immor-
talised in song by Noël Coward, 
set the scene for an unforgettable 
early evening of culinary delights 
and handcrafted cocktails — as 
they saying goes, “Only mad dogs 
and Englishmen go out in the mi-
dday sun.” Snacks include Gillar-
deau Speciale No. 3 oysters, Chee-
se Gougeres and Quality Chop 
House Confit Potatoes, designed 
to pair perfectly with expertly cra-
fted cocktails such as the Bramble 
with tarragon gin, blackberry and 
lemon, the Enzoni featuring spi-
ced gin, Campari, red grape and le-
mon, as well as the Gin Fizz Tropi-
calwith Plymouth and pineapple, 

and Garden Highball, featuring 
zero-proof gin. 

To immerse in the rich history of 
gin, one can trace its origins from 
a humble medicinal remedy to its 
rise as a beloved libation in En-
gland amidst trade wars. Botanical 
Garden pays homage to gin’s sto-
ried past by spotlighting the trans-
formation of this once-stigmatised 
spirit into a revered classic. The 
venue’s gin programme focuses 
on the timeless London Dry style, 
dividing its G&T menu into four 
distinct categories: Citrus, Floral, 
Herbal and Spiced, each offering 
a unique botanical experience for 
the drinker.

Savour the Sipsmith London 
Dry with a lime wheel and aroma-
tic tonic from the Citrus selection 
or opt for the Mermaid featuring 
cucumber and elderflower tonic 
from the Florals. For an Herbal 
twist, indulge in the Martin Miller 
infused with thyme and Indian to-
nic, or explore Spiced options with 

the Oxley, garnished with a gra-
pefruit wheel and light tonic. This 
curated selection of classic gin and 
tonics, paired with premium toni-
cs and traditional garnishes, pro-
mises a sensory delight for aficio-
nados of this versatile spirit.

For lunch, a tantalising menu 
of small bites awaits, featuring 
an array of dishes such as oysters 
with mignonette, caviar, steak tar-
tare and the ever-classic endive & 
stilton salad. Brand new offerings 
by Executive Chef Alyn Williams 
include Gillardeau Spéciale No.3 
served with chilled Granny Smi-
th apple, cucumber and chervil; 
a succulent Smoked Haddock, 
paired with leek fritters and East 
London chip shop-style spiced 
mayo; Smokin’ Brother Thick Cut 
Scottish Smoked Salmon served 
with crème fraiche and dill; the 
exclusive The Beefeater sandwich, 
featuring prime rib, melted Gruye-
re, caramelised onions and horse-
radish cream; Prawn Mayo Toas-

ted Brioche with butter lettuce 
and smoked paprika; Ploughman’s 
Toasted Sandwich, which offers 
a comforting harmony of mature 
cheddar, salad and Branston pi-
ckles; Cheese Gougères, light and 
fluffy choux pastry puffs filled with 
a blend of Stilton and Parmesan 
cheeses; and finally, MDT’s favou-
rite, Quality Chop House Confit 
Potatoes, featuring the signature 
crispy exterior and fluffy interior of 
Quality Chop House’s famous po-
tatoes, seasoned with malt vinegar 
and sea salt.

Whether for lunches or shared 
evening bites, the garden’s meti-
culously crafted design by Joyce 
Wang echoes the splendor of Bri-
tish heritage gardens, with dusty 
rose pinks, muted greens and vi-
brant orange umbrellas adorning 
marble tables and plush seating 
amidst carefully selected botani-
cals like Hydrangeas, Maidenhair 
Ferns and English Ivy, creating a 
vibrant outdoor sanctuary.

The Beefeater Cheese Gougères

Smoked Haddock Prawn Mayo Toasted Broche Quality Chop House Confit Potatoes

THIS should be auto-
matic. An effortlessly 

cool English alt-pop per-
former who has opened 
for Taylor Swift releases 
an album produced by 
the legendary Rick Rubin, 
and the rest falls in place. 
But the best laid plans 
sometimes fall short 
and beabadoobee’s third 
studio album, “This Is 
How Tomorrow Moves,” 
doesn’t quite move the 
needle.

Beabadoobee, who-
se real name is Beatrice 
Kristi Laus, worked with 
Rubin in his legendary 
Shangri-La studio in 
Malibu for the 14-track 

aural exploration — a 
far cry from the Lon-
don bedroom where she 
started her career. The 
album covers themes of 
self-acceptance and per-
sonal growth. While the 
songwriting is smart, the 
delivery feels a bit dis-
connected and vexed. Of-
ten, her voice is too slight 
against the sounds arou-
nd her.

In track order, we’ll 
quickly move past the 
opener, “Take A Bite,” 
which frankly sounds too 

much like Incubus’ “Dri-
ve” in both lyric structure 
and musical phrasing to 
be merely referential.

The good stuff begins 
on “One Time,” “Tie My 
Shoes,” and “Girl Song.” 
Here, beabadoobee hits 
her sweet spot. “One 
Time” is a medium-pa-
ced track wherein the 
songwriter casts a bit of 
shade and judgement 
about a paramour who 
faked it a little too much. 
She sings out here, lou-
dly, and it sounds more 

earnest in emotion than 
the preceding tracks mi-
red in a wall of guitar.

“Girl Song” could be 
brushed aside as a low-
-rung soft piano ballad, 
but it deserves a deeper 
listen. It’s slow, it’s intros-
pective and it is guaran-
teed to unleash a tear or 
two when beabadoobee 
sings at the end of the 
chorus, “And there’s so-
mething I can’t say in an 
ordinary way,” leading to 
the refrain: “Day like no 
other, and just another 

bad day.”
This is an OK album 

with some excellent son-
gs and a fair bit of filler. 

At the end of it all, beaba-
doobee remains a musi-
cal force to be respected.
RON HARRIS, MDT/AP

tTUNES
Beabadoobee’s third album offers up breezy pop basics

“This Is How Tomorrow Moves” by 
Beabadoobee (Dirty Hit Records)
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the 
BUZZ

Puerto Rico Hurricane 
Ernesto barreled 
toward Bermuda 
yesterday after leaving 
hundreds of thousands 
of people in Puerto 
Rico without power or 
water as sweltering 
heat enveloped the 
U.S. territory, raising 
concerns about people’s 
health. A hurricane 
warning was in effect for 
Bermuda, with Ernesto 
expected to pass near 
or over the island on 
Saturday.

Venezuela Political 
unrest in Venezuela 
following disputed 
election results is 
expected to trigger 
another mass exodus, 
impacting the entire 
region. Countries like 
Peru, Chile, and Brazil 
are enhancing border 
security in anticipation 
of increased migration 
flows, which could strain 
regional resources and 
exacerbate tensions.

Stonehenge New 
research published 
yesterday suggests 
that Stonehenge’s 
central “altar stone” 
originated from 
Scotland, not Wales. 
This discovery adds 
a layer of complexity 
to our understanding 
of Stonehenge’s 
construction and the 
extensive networks 
that existed in Neolithic 
Britain.

Hollywood Acting 
icon Gena Rowlands 
has passed away at 94. 
Known for her compelling 
roles in films directed 
by her husband John 
Cassavetes, Rowlands’ 
work in movies like 
“A Woman Under the 
Influence” earned her 
critical acclaim and 
a lasting legacy in 
independent cinema.

China will limit exports of antimony, 
a mineral used in batteries, weapons

China’s Commerce Ministry announced yesterday that it will res-
trict exports of a mineral used in a wide range of products from 
batteries to weapons.

Export controls will be placed on antimony starting Sept. 15 to 
safeguard China’s security and interests and fulfill its international 
non-proliferation obligations, the ministry said. Anyone wishing 
to export the mineral in various forms will have to apply for a li-
cense.

It wasn’t immediately clear to what extent exports would be blo-
cked, though the “non-proliferation” wording suggested it could 
include weapons-related uses.

A brief explanation issued by the Commerce Ministry said ex-

ports that comply with regulations would be permitted, but that 
the government opposes any country using items from China “to 
engage in activities that undermine China’s national sovereignty, 
security, and development interests.”

The controls also cover smelting and separation technology and 
machinery and other items related to what the notice called super-
-hard materials.

China imposed export curbs last year on gallium and germa-
nium, two metals used in computer chips and solar cells, to “safe-
guard national security.”

The United States has restricted China’s access to advanced se-
miconductors and other technology on security grounds.

OPINION
The Conversation
Dudley L. Poston Jr., Texas A&M University

DAVID RISING, BANGKOK

SOUTHEAST Asia is 
among the regions most 

prone to natural disasters, 
but a new analysis released 
yesterday shows its people 
also feel the best equipped to 
deal with them.

It seems logical that the 
countries in and around the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, vulnerab-
le to earthquakes, typhoons, 
storm surges and other 
dangers, are also the best 
prepared, but the survey by 
Gallup for the Lloyd’s Regis-
ter Foundation shows that’s 
not always the case in other 
regions.

“Frequent exposure to ha-
zard isn’t the only factor that 
determines how prepared 
people feel,” Benedict Vigers, 
a research consultant with 
Gallup, told The Associated 
Press.

The report found the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations has played a key role 
in disaster risk reduction, 
and Vigers said the region’s 
wider approach includes wi-
despread and effective early-
-warning systems, scaled-up 
community approaches and 
regional cooperation, and 
good access to disaster fi-
nance.

“Southeast Asia’ success 
in feelings of disaster prepa-
redness can be linked to its 
high exposure to disasters, its 
relatively high levels of resi-

lience - from individual peo-
ple to overall society, and the 
region’s approach to — and 
investment into — disas-
ter risk management more 
broadly,” he said.

Forty percent of people 
surveyed in Southeast Asia 
said they had experienced a 
natural disaster in the past 
five years, while a similar 
number — 36% — in Sou-
thern Asia said the same. But 
67% of Southeast Asians felt 
among the best prepared to 
protect their families and 
62% had emergency plans, 
while Southern Asians felt 
less ready, with 49% and 29% 
respectively.

Respondents from Nor-
th America, which is signi-
ficantly less disaster-prone 
than Southeast Asia, said 
they only felt slightly less 
prepared, while those in 
Northern and Western Euro-
pe were in the middle of the 
pack.

The results from Sou-
theast Asia, primarily made 
up of lower-middle-income 
countries, suggest wealth is 
not a deciding factor in di-
saster response and prepa-
ration, said Ed Morrow, se-
nior campaigns manager for 
Lloyd’s Register Foundation, 
a British-based global safety 
charity.

Southeast Asia is “a region 
that clearly has much to tea-
ch the world in terms of pre-
paring for disasters,” he said.

Globally, no country 
ranked higher than the Phi-
lippines for having experien-
ced a natural disaster in the 
past five years, with 87% of 
respondents saying they had.

It was also among the 
top four countries where 
the highest proportion of 
households have a disaster 
plan. All were in Southeast 
Asia: the Philippines (84%), 
Vietnam (83%), Cambodia 
(82%) and Thailand (67%), 
followed by the United States 
(62%).

Those with the the lowest 
proportion were Egypt, Ko-
sovo and Tunisia, all with 7%.

The data were drawn 
from the World Risk Poll, 
conducted every two years, 
with the main results from 
the 2023 survey published in 
June. Questions on disasters 
focused on natural hazards 
instead of conflicts or finan-
cial disasters, and excluded 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Surveys were conducted 
of people aged 15 and above 
in 142 countries and based 
on telephone or face-to-face 
conversations with appro-
ximately 1,000 or more res-
pondents in each country 
with the exception of China, 
where some 2,200 people 
were contacted online.

Margin of error ranged 
from plus or minus 2.2 to 
4.9 percentage points, for an 
overall 95% confidence level. 
MDT/AP

LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED

Survey shows disaster-
prone Southeast Asia is 
also best prepared
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Raising retirement age 
won’t solve China’s 
demographic problem, 
immigration might

China’s recent decision to raise the retirement age is 
a response to its looming demographic crisis, driven 
by an aging population and shrinking workforce. The 
Communist Party’s move, expected to set the retire-
ment age at around 65, may slightly extend the viability 
of China’s pension system, but it does little to address 
the root of the problem.

China’s population has been on a steady decline since 
peaking at 1.43 billion in 2021. With a fertility rate of 
just 1.1 children per woman – far below the 2.1 needed 
to maintain the population – China is facing a future 
where deaths outnumber births.

Projections suggest that if current trends continue, 
the population could fall below 1 billion by 2070 and 
down to 633 million by 2100. This drastic decline wou-
ld not only reduce the total population by more than 
half but also drastically alter the population’s com-
position, leading to significant economic and social 
challenges.

The proportion of elderly citizens is expected to sur-
ge from 20% in 2023 to over 52% by 2100, creating a 
massive imbalance between working-age adults and 
dependents. Simultaneously, the workforce will shrink, 
with the proportion of young workers aged 20 to 29 ex-
pected to drop from 12% to just 7%. This shift will pla-
ce an enormous strain on China’s economy, as fewer 
workers are available to support an increasing number 
of retirees.

One potential solution to this demographic “time 
bomb” is immigration. Many countries with low ferti-
lity rates have turned to immigration to replenish their 
workforces. For example, the U.S. and Germany have 
significant foreign-born populations, at 14% and 18% 
respectively, which help to sustain their economies. 
Even Japan and South Korea, which are also grappling 
with aging populations, have higher percentages of fo-
reign-born residents than China, where just 0.1% of the 
population is foreign-born.

China has long been resistant to immigration, partly 
due to a deeply ingrained belief in racial homogeneity 
and a lack of experience with integrating foreign popu-
lations. This resistance poses a significant challenge to 
implementing an effective immigration policy. Howe-
ver, without a significant influx of young workers, Chi-
na faces a future of economic stagnation and a rapidly 
aging population that could cripple its social systems.

Past efforts by the Chinese government to boost the 
birth rate through policies encouraging larger families 
have largely failed. Experts agree that these pronatalist 
policies are unlikely to reverse the demographic decli-
ne. This leaves immigration as one of the few viable op-
tions to address the shrinking workforce and growing 
number of dependents.

Adopting a more open immigration policy would not 
be without its challenges. In the short term, an influx 
of immigrants could lead to job competition and dis-
placement for young Chinese workers. However, im-
migrants often take on jobs that are less desirable to 
the local population, a trend observed in many other 
countries. Over time, the benefits of a larger, younger 
workforce would likely outweigh the initial disruptions.

Without a significant shift in immigration policy, 
China risks becoming one of the oldest and most eco-
nomically strained countries in the world by the next 
century.

Raising the retirement age is a necessary but insuffi-
cient step. To truly mitigate the impending demogra-
phic disaster, China must consider embracing immi-
gration, despite the cultural and political hurdles it pre-
sents. The alternative is a future marked by economic 
decline and a rapidly aging society that is increasingly 
difficult to support. [Abridged]


