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India A devastating 
explosion at a 
pharmaceutical plant in 
Andhra Pradesh, India, 
killed at least 18 workers 
and injured dozens. The 
incident, caused by a 
suspected electrical fault, 
occurred at the Escientia 
Company, highlighting 
ongoing safety issues in 
industrial sectors.

 
Middle East A French 
destroyer in a European 
Union mission rescued 
29 mariners from an oil 
tanker attacked in the 
Red Sea, suspected to be 
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels. 
The incident underscores 
the escalating maritime 
threats in the region 
amid the Israel-Hamas 
conflict, affecting vital 
international trade 
routes.

Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
visited the northeastern 
Ukrainian region of 
Sumy, marking his 
first trip to the border 
since Ukrainian forces 
entered Russia’s Kursk 
region. The visit comes 
as Ukraine continues 
to push its offensive, 
capturing more territory 
and prisoners, despite 
setbacks in other areas.

 
Canada A labor dispute 
has halted operations 
at Canada’s two major 
freight railroads, 
potentially causing 
significant economic 
disruptions in both 
Canada and the U.S. 
The deadlock comes 
after failed contract 
negotiations, affecting 
billions of dollars worth 
of goods transported 
monthly between the two 
countries.
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Elderly man dies 
after fall 

Authorities are investigating 
the death of an elderly man 
found lying on a platform on 
Rua da Bacia Sul in the Macau 
Peninsula yesterday at 7:07 
a.m. Firefighters confirmed 
the man was deceased, with 
injuries consistent with a fall 
from a height. No evidence 
of foul play or a suicide note 
was discovered at the scene. 
Residents reported hearing a 
loud noise before the discovery. 
The victim, who lived alone, was 
located near a building’s canopy, 
prompting firefighters to use a 
ladder truck for recovery. The 
incident has been classified as 
a body discovery, with forensic 
investigations underway.

Int’l Fireworks 
contest kicks off 
September

The 32nd International Fireworks 
Display Contest will illuminate 
the Macau skyline from Sept. 7 
to Oct. 6, celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of the People’s 
Republic of China and the 25th 
anniversary of Macau’s return to 
the mainland. Fireworks teams 
from 10 countries will showcase 
their artistry and technical 
expertise through choreographed 
displays synchronized to music. 
Performances will occur at 9 p.m. 
and 9:40 p.m. on select dates. 
The Macau Government Tourism 
Office encourages spectators 
to enjoy the shows from prime 
viewing spots, including Avenida 
Sun Yat-sen, the Macau Science 
Center and Avenida do Ocean in 
Taipa.

Green schools and 
shops honored for 
environmental 
efforts

The Environmental Protection 
Bureau (DSPA) has announced 
the winners of its annual Green 
Schools and Green Supermarkets 
Award Scheme for sustainability. 
A total of 54 schools participated 
in the Green School Award 
Scheme, with 39 winning awards – 
the most in the program’s history. 
Lou Hau School Middle School 
received the top honor, the 
“Green School Platinum Award.” 
While the Green Supermarket 
Recognition Scheme awarded San 
Miu Supermarket’s Shek Pai Wan 
and Lang Yue Ju branches Gold, 
while 15 supermarket branches 
won Silver and 40 earned Bronze. 
The full list of winners is available 
on the bureau’s website

Concerns over Beijing’s new 
restrictions on foreign 
consular visits 

Brokerage predicts gaming 
sector stability post CE election
NADIA SHAW 

SEAPORT Research 
Partners has indi-

cated the upcoming 
election for a new Chief 
Executive is unlikely to 
bring significant chan-
ges to the region’s ga-
ming industry. 

The firm said it does 
not expect “any ma-
terial changes” in the 
operational landscape, 
suggesting a continuity 
in policies and market 
dynamics that have his-
torically characterized 
Macau’s gaming envi-
ronment. 

This perspective 
aligns with the broa-
der sentiment among 
analysts who anticipa-
te the established ga-
ming frameworks will 
remain intact, allowing 
operators to continue 
their current strategies 
without major disrup-
tions in the wake of the 
election later this year. 

Analysts noted Wed-
nesday that incumbent 
leader Ho Iat Seng’s 
health concerns were 
not unexpected, given 
his recent leave. 

Analyst Vitaly 
Umansky said, “At this 

stage, there is no clear 
obvious candidate for 
the job,” but empha-
sized the new leader 
will likely maintain the 
status quo, focusing on 
supporting the gaming 
and hospitality sectors.

“It is most certain 
that the status-quo will 
likely be the main dri-
ver of the new Chief 
Executive, with the pri-
mary policy goals being 
continued,” including 
“support for the [city’s] 
gaming and hospitality 
industry,” he added. 

So far, Jorge Chiang, 
the president of the 

Macau Lotus Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
Macau Society of Insti-
tutional Studies, is the 
only individual who has 
publicly announced his 
intention to run.

The nomination 
period for candida-
tes runs from Aug. 29 
to Sept. 12, with the 
election scheduled for 
Oct. 13 – according to 
Executive Order No. 
40/2024, published in 
the Official Gazette on 
Aug. 12. 

The new Chief Exe-
cutive is expected to be 
sworn in by December.

Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng announced 
Wednesday he would 
not run for re-election 
in the upcoming Oc-
tober poll, citing unre-
solved health problems. 

This decision follows 
an extended leave 
that began on June 21, 
marking his first signifi-
cant break since taking 
office on Dec. 20, 2019.

In a statement from 
the Government Infor-
mation Bureau, Ho said 
his choice was made 
in the best interests of 
Macau’s long-term de-
velopment. 

“Due to health 
problems that have not 
yet been fully resolved, 
I have decided not to 
run… to ensure the 
long-term development 
of Macau,” he said.

VICTORIA CHAN 

FOREIGN consulates based 
in Hong Kong will need to 

seek approval from Chinese au-
thorities 10 days in advance of 
any visits by officials to Macau 
or other cities in the Greater Bay 
Area, according to a new direc-
tive.

The Commissioner’s Office 
of China’s Foreign Ministry in 
Hong Kong has informed con-
sulates that if foreign officials 
need to perform duties outside 
their consular districts in the 
Greater Bay Area, they must ob-
tain “prior consent” from Chi-
nese authorities, according to 
the Hong Kong Free Press.

To seek approval, consulates 
must submit, in detail, a note 
explaining the reason for travel, 
personnel involved, dates and 
locations to be visited, and any 
mainland departments they in-
tend to meet with.

Three consulates in Hong 
Kong confirmed receiving the 
letter and said it instituted a 
new process for regulating con-
sular activities. 

“Many consulates in Hong 
Kong also oversee Macau, and 
therefore we need go to Macau 

from time to time,” said Mandy, 
a senior staff member at a local 
consulate (offering comment 
under a pseudonym). 

“We also visit Shenzhen, 
Guangzhou, or other cities in 
Guangdong province to attend 
activities like opening ceremo-
nies, or for visiting business-
people from the country of our 
consulate.”

Mandy expressed concerns 
about the new measure, noting 
it raises questions over whether 
visit applications could be rejec-
ted by Chinese authorities. 

“Besides, we’re required to 
share details of our trips, but we 
can’t be sure whether the parties 
we’re visiting feel comfortable 
being identified by Chinese au-
thorities,” Mandy said.

The Portuguese Consulate-
-General in Macau, however, 
told Ponto Final that the direc-
tive does not apply to the Portu-
guese diplomatic mission, since 
Macau and Hong Kong are part 
of its consular jurisdiction.

The letter cites Article 6 of 
the Vienna Convention on Con-
sular Relations, which allows 

consular functions outside dis-
tricts with host state consent. 
Applications must go to foreign 
affairs offices in Guangdong 
or the commissioner’s office in 
Macau.

The implications of this new 
directive for regional coopera-
tion and consular independen-
ce remain unclear. 

As Mandy noted, the move 
raises concerns about the au-
tonomy of foreign diplomatic 
missions and their ability to ef-
fectively serve their citizens in 
the Greater Bay Area.
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LYNZY VALLES

J
UDGE Sam Hou Fai has 
confirmed news about 
a potential run for Chief 
Executive in the upcoming 

election. 
Following incumbent Chief 

Executive Ho Iat Seng’s annou-
ncement he will not seek re-e-
lection, the president of Ma-
cau’s Court of Final Appeal has 
been floated as one of the likely 
successors to the top post.

When asked about his inten-
tions at a public event yester-
day, Sam expressed gratitude 
for the public’s concern and 
emphasized the importance of 
the Chief Executive position in 
serving the SAR and its residen-
ts. 

While he declined to defini-
tively confirm his candidacy, 
he said the matter is under his 
consideration and he would 
soon provide further clarity.  

“The role of Chief Executive 
is highly esteemed and comes 

with significant responsibilities, 
as it allows me to contribute to 
the SAR and its residents. I have 
always had a desire to serve Ma-
cau.”

“Some friends have encou-
raged me to keep contributing 
to the SAR, and I am currently 
considering it. If I have any up-
dates, I will share them with 
everyone,” the judge said, as ci-
ted in multiple reports. 

Ho announced Wednesday 
he would not pursue another 

term, citing health concerns. 
The election for the city’s top of-
ficial commences in just under 
two months. 

In July, the government an-
nouncement regarding Ho’s de-
cision to extend his leave to 39 
days raised concerns about his 
health. 

However, his administration 
maintained Ho was in good 
health, undergoing routine me-
dical check-ups and receiving 
treatment.

CE ELECTIONS

Sam Hou Fai confirms 
he’s considering top job

THE Public Security Poli-
ce Force has reported a 

rise in traffic accidents in July, 
with 1,405 incidents recorded, 
marking a 24% increase compa-
red to the same month last year. 

Among these accidents, 49 
involved pedestrians, highligh-
ting ongoing safety concerns. 

Particularly alarming is 784 
cases involving pedestrians 
crossing roads illegally, a stag-
gering 47% rise from June and 
nearly double the figure from 
the previous year.

The broader context reveals 
a growing disregard for road 
regulations, with 70,000 viola-
tions logged in July, reflecting a 

slight month-on-month increa-
se of 1.2%. 

The total fines imposed ex-
ceeded 18.77 million yuan, with 
over 61,000 incidents related to 
illegal parking, which rose by 
11% from June.

Additionally, law enforce-
ment intensified efforts against 
taxi violations, addressing 52 
cases in July. 

This included 20 instances of 
taxi drivers refusing to pick up 
passengers, as well as one case 
of a driver charging an extortio-
nate fare.  

The crackdown also identi-
fied 11 unauthorized taxis ope-
rating with white plates. LV

STATS

Traffic accidents 
on the rise
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Ho Iat Seng’s son leaves 
FDCT board

Jason Ho Kin Tong’s tenure as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Fund 
for the Development of Science and 
Technology (FDCT) will come to an 
end this month, as his father, Ho Iat 
Seng, chose not to renew his mandate. 
In addition to the renewal not being 
announced in the Official Gazatte, 
FDCT also confirmed Ho’s departure 
to Portuguese newspaper Hoje Macau, 
citing “personal reasons” as the basis 
for his decision not to continue. Ho’s 
appointment to FDCT by his father in 
September 2022 garnered controversy 
amidst suggestions that it created a 
conflict of interest.  

Nearly 16,000 still need 
to apply for pension 
fund payout
 
Funds for the extraordinary distribution 
of budget surpluses from Macau’s non-
mandatory central pension scheme for 
2024 will be deposited Sept. 25 at the 
earliest, according to the Social Security 
Fund. Around 95,000 people have 
registered to withdraw funds this year, 
with around 71,000 elderly automatically 
getting deposits in their old-age pension 
accounts if requirements are met. 
However, the remaining 24,000 must 
withdraw funds on their own. To receive 
the Sept. 25 deposit, the approximately 
16,000 still needing to apply must submit 
forms through the Macau Single Account 
or kiosks in August. Later applications 
or paper forms in September will see 
deposits on Oct. 23 instead. 

MGM adds hospitality 
veteran to board

MGM Resorts International has appointed 
Keith Barr, former CEO of IHG Hotels 
& Resorts, to its Board of Directors. 
With over 30 years in the industry, Barr 
is recognized globally for his leadership 
transforming IHG through innovation and 
a customer-centric approach. As CEO 
from 2017 to 2023, he drove revenue 
growth, operational efficiency and culture 
changes. MGM Chair Paul Salem said 
Barr’s experience in areas like technology, 
sales and marketing will be invaluable 
in advising MGM Resorts. CEO Bill 
Hornbuckle agreed, stating Barr’s insights 
obtained through building an international 
business would support MGM’s own 
international expansion plans.  

 

Mass wedding in Beijing 
to include couples 
from SARs

A mass wedding ceremony will see 
5,000 couples, including newlyweds 
from Macau, Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
participating in Beijing on Sept. 22. 
Organized by the All-China Women’s 
Federation and five other organizations, 
the event encourages simplified 
weddings and discourages outdated 
practices like extravagant betrothal gifts. 
The ceremony will feature simultaneous 
celebrations nationwide via video. 
According to the Ministry of Civil Affairs, 
China recorded 7.68 million marriage 
registrations in 2023, a year-on-year 
increase of 12.4%, following recent 
reforms that simplify the registration 
process.

State Council affirms 25 years 
of prosperity under 
‘One country, two systems’
NADIA SHAW

THE Hong Kong and Macao 
Affairs Office of the State 

Council (HMO, formerly known 
as HKMAO) looks back on the 
history, governance, industries 
and development in the region 
since its return to Chinese sove-
reignty in 1999.

Macau, a Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR) of China, is 
marking a significant milestone: 
25 years of thriving under the 
‘One country, two systems” prin-
ciple. 

Over the past quarter-cen-
tury, the region has achieved re-
markable success across various 
sectors, fully embracing the ‘One 
country, two systems’ policy and 
establishing a “robust constitu-
tional order while continuously 
enhancing its governance sys-
tem, said the HMO in a WeChat 
post, uploaded Wednesday eve-
ning.

As nominations for Chief Exe-
cutive candidates open on Au-
gust 29, the HMO believes it is 
“an opportune moment to reflect 
on Macau’s achievements and 
challenges.”

The recent completion of 
the 6th Chief Executive Election 
Committee highlights Macau’s 
ongoing commitment to the ‘One 
country, two systems’ framework 
– shaping the region’s unique po-
litical and economic landscape, 
according to the council.

Since 1999, Macau was des-
cribed in the post as “integrating 
its governance with the central 
government’s jurisdiction while 
maintaining a high degree of au-
tonomy” by the HMO. Drawing 
on previous praises from Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, commending 
the SAR for its impressive pro-
gress – noting that collaboration 
between the central government 

and local authorities has created 
an environment conducive to 
these unprecedented develop-
ments.

Economically, Macau has 
witnessed transformation in this 
quarter-century, with its GDP 
increasing from MOP51.9 billion 
in 1999 to MOP444.5 billion in 
2019, reflecting an average an-
nual growth rate of 11%. This 
economic growth has positioned 
Macau among the world’s weal-
thiest regions, with per capita 
GDP soaring from USD15,000 
to USD69,000. The economy 
has diversified beyond gaming, 
with significant advancements 
in finance, healthcare, and tech-
nology. The development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area and the Hen-
gqin Guangdong-Macao Deep 
Cooperation Zone further un-
derscores Macau’s strategic in-
tegration into national develop-
ment plans.

Socially, the HMO described 
the quality of life for residents as 
“improving significantly.” The 
government has prioritized edu-

cation, implementing 15 years of 
free schooling and enhancing the 
standards of both basic and hi-
gher education. Cultural initiati-
ves have flourished, with Macau 
recognized as a UNESCO Crea-
tive City of Gastronomy and its 
Historic District designated as a 
World Heritage Site. Additionally, 
the SAR’s social security system, 
characterized by a two-tier struc-
ture and free medical services, 
has been lauded for its effective-
ness, contributing to Macau’s re-
putation as one of the safest cities 
globally.

While the Covid-19 pandemic 
posed significant challenges, the 
HMO noted “the government’s 
swift response demonstrated 
resilience.” By activating public 
health measures and ensuring 
medical resource availability, 
“the SAR effectively controlled 
the outbreak and facilitated eco-
nomic recovery.” Initiatives like 
the “consumption card” program 
were regarded as having helped 
stimulate the economy, showca-
sing the government’s commit-
ment to maintaining social stabi-

lity during turbulent times. 
As Macau enters its new chap-

ter, the newly elected Chief Exe-
cutive and the SAR government 
face the task of continuing deve-
lopment while navigating inter-
nal and external challenges. The 
recently introduced “Macao Spe-
cial Administrative Region Eco-
nomic Moderate Diversification 
Development Plan (2024-2028)” 
aims to guide the region’s econo-
mic strategy, focusing on sustai-
nable growth and innovation.

The principle of “patriots 
governing Macau” will remain 
pivotal. The government is un-
dertaking legislative revisions to 
ensure that those in power align 
with national interests, reinfor-
cing the political foundation ne-
cessary for sustained success.

Macau is poised to continue 
its remarkable trajectory, and 
the upcoming elections will be 
crucial in shaping the future of 
the region as it strives to write a 
new chapter in its ongoing story 
of success and resilience under 
the ‘One country, two systems” 
principle, stated the HMO.

CRIME

Authorities warn about theft on planes rising
THEFTS on airplanes in Ma-

cau have increased 187% in 
the first half of 2024 compared 
to the same period last year, ac-
cording to the Office of the Se-
cretary for Security.

A total of 23 cases of airpla-
ne theft were recorded between 
January and June, up from just 
eight cases in the first six mon-
ths of 2023, the office said in 
response to a question from 
lawmaker Lo Choi In. 

Despite the significant in-

crease, the number remains 
four cases lower than in the first 
half of 2019, before pandemic 
border restrictions were imple-
mented.

Most perpetrators and vic-
tims have been mainland Chi-
nese residents, the office said, 
attributing the rise to more 
flights and travelers as well as 
passenger negligence in se-
curing their belongings. 

Authorities have ramped up 
prevention efforts, including 

distributing pamphlets to pas-
sengers and holding an indus-
try meeting to discuss coope-
ration.

Specialized training will also 
be provided to aviation sector 
staff, while police disseminate 
crime information online and 
offline, and publish case stu-
dies as reminders.

Lo warned that summer of-
ten presents more opportuni-
ties for so-called “airplane rats” 
due to increased travel. She cri-

ticized authorities for not doing 
enough to reinforce awareness 
campaigns and measures at en-
try points like airports.

With modern criminals em-
ploying more advanced means 
and citizens focused on other 
forms of fraud prevention, Lo 
said the public is neglecting the 
long-standing threat of theft 
on airplanes. She called on au-
thorities to combat the crime 
through heightened promotion 
and prevention efforts. VC
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Hong Kong watchdog arrests seven in 
alleged HKD120m fraud 
LYNZY VALLES

HONG Kong’s corruption wa-
tchdog has apprehended 

seven individuals suspected of 
engaging in fraudulent transac-
tions and false accounting tota-
ling HKD120 million. 

Included among those arres-
ted were the company’s chair-
person and an executive direc-
tor.

In a move to combat cross-
-boundary fraud and miscon-
duct, the Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption (ICAC), 
the Securities and Futures Com-
mission (SFC), and the Macau 
Judiciary Police (PJ) conducted 
a joint operation known as “De-
marcation” on Aug. 19 and 20. 

This operation centered on 
allegations involving senior exe-
cutives of a Hong Kong-listed 
company suspected of engaging 
in fictitious transactions and fal-
se accounting practices amoun-
ting to about HKD120 million.

The operation saw investiga-
tors jointly search six premises 

associated with the company, 
leading to the arrest of seven 
individuals, including the com-
pany’s chairman and an execu-
tive director.

The charges against the arres-
tees pertain to the use of forged 
documents with the intent to 
deceive under the Prevention of 

AN unemployed 
man from main-

land China has been 
detained by police in 
Macao for allegedly 
stealing passengers’ 
belongings from buses, 
resulting in losses ex-
ceeding MOP10,000 for 
multiple victims. The 
case was forwarded to 
the Public Prosecutions 
Office for further legal 
proceedings.

Authorities report 
that the suspect exploi-
ted crowded bus con-
ditions, using his ba-
ckpack to conceal sto-
len items. This modus 
operandi has raised 
concerns about public 
safety in the region, 
prompting officials to 
remind citizens and 
tourists to remain vigi-
lant in crowded areas.

The suspect faces 
charges under Article 
198, paragraph 1, b) 
of the Criminal Code, 
which pertains to ag-
gravated theft. If con-

Bribery Ordinance.
Investigations have revealed 

troubling details regarding the 
activities of the company’s lea-
dership. 

Allegations indicate they fal-
sified business documents and 
accounting records for subsidia-
ries situated in both Hong Kong 

victed, he could face up 
to five years in prison. 
However, if evidence 
reveals that the thefts 
involved a “considerab-
le amount” or were part 
of a criminal group, the 
sentence could be ex-
tended to 10 years.

In light of the seriou-
sness of the crimes, the 
courts have ordered 
the suspect’s deten-
tion to prevent further 
offenses and maintain 

and Macau.
Notably, the company’s trade 

receivables were reportedly re-
duced by over MOP113 million. 

Additionally, authorities un-
covered evidence suggesting 
more than HKD9 million of the 
company’s funds may have been 
misappropriated through these 

public order. The pu-
blic prosecutor’s office 
outlined in a statement 
earlier this week that 
it is committed to pur-
suing all necessary in-
vestigative measures to 
ensure justice is served.

Authorities urge the 
public to report any 
thefts immediately to 
help combat crime and 
protect the safety of 
Macau’s residents and 
visitors. NS

fraudulent activities. 
Hong Kong media identified 

the company as Wai Hung Group 
Holdings Ltd, which has vast in-
terests in Macau’s engineering 
and interior design activities. 

Wu Chou Kit, an appointed 
lawmaker at the Legislative As-
sembly and Rita Santos, counse-
lor for Portuguese Communities 
for Asia and Oceania, sit on the 
board of the cited companies 
as independent non-executi-
ve directors, according to the 
company’s website. However, 
Santos has publicly denied any 
involvement in the matter. “I 
heard about it in the news today 
(Thursday),” she told the Plata-

forma outlet.
Given the cross-boundary 

nature of the crimes, the Macau 
Judiciary Police also launched 
an investigation into related 
fraud offenses in Macau.

This marks the first concur-
rent law enforcement action of 
its kind between the two juris-
dictions, according to regula-
tors.

CHILDREN’S ARTS FESTIVAL

Music camp concludes 
with concert
THE inaugural Macau International Chil-

dren’s Arts Festival Music (MICAF) camp 
finished on a high note at the Macao Cultural 
Centre, showcasing the talents of young musi-
cians from various regions. 

The event featured an Open Rehearsal, 
a Closing Ceremony, and an Achievements 
Concert, where students demonstrated their 
skills developed over the six-day camp.

A total of 29 young violinists from different 
regions were admitted to the music camp.

The Achievements Concert was a highlight, 
featuring renowned violinist Joshua Bell alon-
gside students performing classical pieces, 
including Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade for Strings 

in C major.” 
Notable performances included a duet of 

Bach’s “Concerto for Two Violins in D minor” 
by students Sabrina Wang, Zhang Hanyue, 
and Cheong Tin Ut, with Bell. 

The concert concluded with Bell’s captiva-
ting rendition of Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons.”

During the Closing Ceremony, attended by 
dignitaries including Cultural Affairs Bureau 
president Deland Leong, certificates were 
awarded to instructors and participants. 

The festival, co-hosted by the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau and Wynn Resorts, is intended to 
enrich Macau’s youth with musical education 
and performance opportunities. NS

CRIME
Mainland man detained 
for bus theft
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MOODY’S Investors Service has 
assigned a stable outlook to 

Melco Resorts Finance Ltd. and Stu-
dio City Finance Ltd., signaling its 
belief earnings and financial leve-
rage at the casino-linked financing 
entities will continue improving over 
the next 12 to 18 months.

The ratings agency has assigned 
Melco Resorts Finance, wholly ow-
ned by Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment Ltd., a “Ba3” corporate family 
rating. 

Moody’s expects Melco Resorts’ 
adjusted debt-to-EBITDA (earnings 
before interest, taxes, depreciation, 
and amortization) to improve be-
tween 5.2x and 6.2x over the next 
year and a half, down from 8.6x in 
2023. 

“The recovery in Macau’s gaming 
market after China’s reopening in 
early 2023 will drive higher earnings 
and debt reduction,” said Moody’s. 

This projected improvement 
is driven by expectations Ma-
cau’s gaming market will see hi-

gher earnings and debt reduction 
following the mainland’s reope-
ning.

Studio City Finance was assigned 
a “B1” rating with a stable outlook. 

Moody’s anticipates its adjusted 
debt to EBITDA will drop six to seven 
times by 2025 amid the market reco-
very in Macau, supporting the rating.

However, Moody’s noted Studio 
City Finance “will not pay dividends 
for at least the next one to two years” 
due to high leverage from debt used 
for capital spending during the pan-
demic. 

“Studio City Finance has never 
paid dividends in its history,” the 
agency conceded.

Moody’s observed Melco Resor-
ts has “very good” liquidity, with 
USD1.1 billion in cash and a USD1.9 
billion revolving credit facility to co-
ver needs for at least 18 months. 

The agency also said Melco Re-
sorts has extended the maturity of 
its USD1.92 billion credit facilities by 
two years to April 2027 and issued 
USD750 million in eight-year bonds, 
fully addressing its debt maturities 
through the end of 2025.

GAMING

Moody projects Melco 
earnings to continually 
improve

LABOR

DSAL to enhance 
safety for 
construction workers
THE Labour Affairs Bu-

reau (DSAL) says it will 
continue reviewing and 
updating occupational sa-
fety and health courses to 
keep pace with evolving 
industry developmen-
ts and safety measures, 
a move aimed at better 
protecting workers in the 
construction sector.

The commitment co-
mes as the bureau repor-
ted that its “Construction 
Industry Occupational Sa-
fety Card System” has trai-
ned over 470,000 people 
since its inception in 2014. 

As of July, more than 
440,000 workers have been 
issued safety cards, with 
over 120,000 currently hol-
ding valid certifications.

In addition to the core 
safety card program, the 
bureau has also launched 
specialized safety training 
on working at heights, 
electrical work, and the 

use of lifting equipment. 
Since June 2018, over 

10,000 workers have ob-
tained the “Construction 
Safety Specific Training 
Certificate.”

To further support 
workplace safety, DSAL 
has also dispatched near-
ly 700 sets of safety equi-
pment, including seat 
belts, fall arrest devices, 
and mobile temporary 
fall prevention tools, to 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises.

The bureau has orga-
nized 145 more occupa-
tional health lectures this 
year, already reaching 
over 6,600 workers to 
boost safety awareness 
across changing indus-
tries. 

It aims to regularly 
modernize courses for 
Macau’s 470,000-strong 
construction workforce. 
VC
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Hong Kong singer-songwri-
ter Hins Cheung will perform 
12 shows titled “Dahlia Blos-

Artyzen Grand Lapa Ma-
cau is hosting a “Malaysian 
BBQ Garden Buffet Night” 

Hins Cheung returns to The 
Londoner Arena with 12 concerts

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau to 
host Malaysian-themed buffet

doner Arena this October and 
November.

Cheung’s return follows his 
successful performances at 
London’s Royal Albert Hall and 
a series of 14 sold-out con-
certs in Macau last Decem-
ber, highlighting his immense 
popularity. The upcoming 
“Dahlia Blossom” chapter 
promises fans a vibrant ex-
perience filled with Cheung’s 
classic songs and greatest 
hits.

With over 20 years in the 
music industry, Cheung has 
consistently topped Hong 
Kong radio charts with hits 
such as “My Way” and “Fore-
ver Young.” His recent single, 
“Imaginary Fairground,” has 
also enjoyed remarkable suc-
cess, further solidifying his 
status as a Cantopop icon.

sian-style grilled meats and 
seafood, along with durian 
desserts, Malaysian street 
foods, and Indian delicacies.

Set in an outdoor lawn, 
this summer night event 
invites the public to explore 
the multicultural richness 
of Malaysian cuisine, all whi-
le enjoying a flavorful bar-
becue buffet.

To elevate the experience, 
attendees will have access 
to free-flow draught beers 
and soft drinks. Additionally, 
an exclusive “buy 4, get 1 
free” promotion is available.

Artyzen Grand Lapa joins 
Galaxy Macau and Studio 
City in offering a Malaysian-
-themed buffet, in bid to 
enhance the culinary lands-
cape in the region.

som Hins Cheung The Prime 
Classics Live 2024” at The 
Londoner Macao’s The Lon-

on August 30 at its Naam 
restaurant. Guests can 
savor a selection of Malay-

FASHION

Shein sues Temu over copyright 
infringements as a legal feud heats up

MINING

Judge blocks Arizona lithium drilling 
that tribe says is threat to sacred lands
A federal judge has tem-

porarily blocked explo-
ratory drilling for a lithium 
project in Arizona that tribal 
leaders say will harm land 
they have used for religious 
and cultural ceremonies for 
centuries.

Lawyers for the national 
environmental group Ear-
thjustice and Colorado-ba-
sed Western Mining Action 
Project are suing federal 
land managers on behalf 
of the Hualapai Tribe. They 
accuse the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management of ille-
gally approving drilling 
planned by an Australian 
mining company in the Big 

Sandy River Basin in nor-
thwestern Arizona, about 
halfway between Phoenix 
and Las Vegas.

The case is among the la-
test legal fights to pit Native 

American tribes and envi-
ronmentalists against Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administra-
tion as green energy projects 
encroach on lands that are 
culturally significant.

U.S. District Judge Diane 
Humetewa granted a tem-
porary restraining order late 
Monday, according to court 
documents. Humetewa is 
suspending the operation 

until she can hear initial 
arguments from the tribe, 
Arizona Lithium Ltd. and 
the bureau at a hearing in 
Phoenix on Sept. 17.

The tribe wants the ju-
dge to issue a preliminary 
injunction extending the 
prohibition on activity at 
the site pending trial on 
allegations that federal 
approval of the exploratory 
drilling violated the Natio-
nal Historic Preservation 
Act and National Environ-
mental Policy Act.

“Like other tribal nations 
who for centuries have 
stewarded the lands across 
this country, the Hualapai 
people are under siege by 
mining interests trying to 
make a buck off destroying 
their cultural heritage,” 
Earthjustice lawyer Laura 
Berglan said in a statement 
yesterday [Macau time.

The tribe says in court 
documents that the bureau 

failed to adequately analyze 
potential impacts to sacred 
springs the Hualapai peo-
ple call Ha’Kamwe,’ which 
means warm spring. The 
springs have served as a pla-
ce “for healing and prayer” 
for generations.

The tribe and environ-
mental groups also argue 
that a 2002 environmental 
review by the bureau and 
the U.S. Energy Depart-
ment determined that the 
land was eligible for listing 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places as a traditio-
nal cultural property.

Arizona Lithium plans 
a total of 131 drilling sites 
across nearly 2.6 square ki-
lometers to obtain samples 
to help determine if there’s 
enough lithium to cons-
truct a mine and extract 
the critical mineral needed 
to manufacture batteries 
for electric vehicles, among 
other things. MDT/AP

HALELUYA HADERO

O
NLINE fast-fashion 
giant Shein has fi-
led another lawsuit 
against competitor 

Temu, accusing the China-fou-
nded shopping platform of 
stealing its designs, copying its 
product images and engaging in 
other types of fraud.

The complaint filed in a 
Washington federal court this 
week alleges that Temu, which 
has grown in popularity in the 
U.S, has subsidized its low prices 

by encouraging sellers to offer 
counterfeited items, stolen de-
signs and sub-standard products.

The allegations come as Shein 
itself is the target of lawsuits from 
brands and designers that have 
accused the company of stealing 
their designs and selling copycat 
items on its e-commerce site.

Asked for comment about the 
new lawsuit, a Temu spokesper-
son said in a prepared statement 
that Shein’s “audacity is unbelie-
vable.”

“Shein, buried under its own 
mountain of IP lawsuits, has the 

nerve to fabricate accusations 
against others for the very mis-
conduct they’re repeatedly sued 
for,” the spokesperson said.

The new lawsuit against Temu 
represents an escalation of the 
ongoing feud between the two 
companies, which have sued 
each other in U.S. courts before.

Temu, a platform owned by 
Chinese e-commerce company 
PDD Holdings, alleged in a pre-
vious lawsuit that Shein compe-
lled clothing manufacturers to 
submit to unfair supply chain ar-
rangements in order to prevent 

them from working with Temu.
Shein, which was founded in 

China but is now based in Singa-
pore, accused Temu in court of 
engaging in deceptive business 
practices and misleading con-
sumers by creating impostor ac-
counts on social media that used 
Shein’s name but directed people 
to Temu’s platform.

The companies dropped tho-
se lawsuits in October. Temu 
sued Shein again in December, 
accusing its rival of employing 
“mafia-style intimidation” of su-
ppliers to hamper its growth in 

the U.S.
Attorneys for Shein wrote 

in the new complaint that at 
least one Temu employee sto-
le “valuable trade secrets” from 
Shein that identify best-selling 
products and internal pricing in-
formation.

They also claimed again that 
Temu falsely presented itself as 
Shein through impostor X ac-
counts that directed customers 
to Temu’s site. They further alle-
ged Temu has engaged in simi-
lar practices through sponsored 
Google ads. MDT/AP
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“Spatial Characteristics 
and Influencing Factors 
of Night Cultural and 
Tourism Consumption 
Agglomeration Areas in 
China” 
Kun Shang, Yuqing Zhang, 
Xueming Li, Wansheng Li, 
Guangyu Zhou 
IEEE Journal of Selected Topics in 
Applied Earth Observations and 
Remote Sensing (2024)

This study explores the spatial distribution and influencing 
factors of night cultural and tourism consumption areas 
across China, with implications for economic development 
and urban renewal. The authors use spatial analysis meth-
ods to evaluate the distribution characteristics of these 
agglomeration areas, finding that the spatial distribution is 
unbalanced, with a combination of regional clusters and sin-
gle nucleus aggregation points. The study identifies eight 
different types of night agglomeration areas, each with dis-
tinctive features and varying spatial densities, driven by fac-
tors such as resource endowment, economic level, trans-
portation location, and policy environment. This research 
provides a foundation for future studies on the spatiotem-
poral evolution of China’s night tourism economy and offers 
insights for urban renewal efforts in other regions facing 
economic challenges, including implications for the Greater 
Bay Area.

“The ‘Chinese Path’: 
Uneven Development, 
Projectment, and So-
cialism” 
Elias Jabbour, Vítor Boa Nova, 
Javier Vadell 
Cadernos Metrópole (2024)

This paper investigates the 
unique trajectory of China’s 
development, emphasizing 
the concepts of uneven de-
velopment, projectment, and 

socialism as key factors that differentiate China’s growth 
path from other Asian economies like Japan and South 
Korea. The authors argue that China’s success cannot be 
solely attributed to catching up economically but must be 
understood within the context of its historical and social-
ist foundations. The study discusses how these factors 
have enabled China to move from being one of the poor-
est countries in 1949 to becoming a global competitor, 
particularly in technology. The paper suggests that these 
elements are crucial in explaining the robustness and re-
silience of China’s development process, offering a deeper 
understanding of the Chinese model of economic growth.

“How Does Industrial 
Intellectualization Af-
fect Energy Intensity? 
Evidence from China” 
Haitao Wu, Ruohan Zhong, 
Zhen Wang, Yuanfeng Qu, 
Xiaodong Yang, Yu Hao 
The Energy Journal (2024)

This research examines the 
relationship between indus-
trial intellectualization and 

energy intensity in China, particularly focusing on the im-
pact of the digital economy and the Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution. The study constructs an industrial intelligent system 
and analyzes data from 2006 to 2018, finding that industrial 
intellectualization significantly improves energy efficiency, 
thereby reducing energy intensity, albeit with a notable lag 
effect. The research also highlights the spatial autocorrela-
tion and agglomeration of energy intensity in China, with a 
negative spatial spillover effect observed from industrial in-
tellectualization. Additionally, the study considers the non-
linear effects of various economic factors, such as techno-
logical progress and environmental regulation, on energy 
intensity. The findings provide valuable insights for policy-
makers in regions like the GBA to enhance industrial effi-
ciency and achieve sustainable economic growth through 
industrial intellectualization.

WORK IN PROGRESS

Notes on academic studies

PHILIPPINES ENCOURAGED TO 
PURSUE TECH COLLABORATIONS 
IN SOUTHERN CHINA

86,000 relocated, transport 
disrupted due to heavy rain in 
south Guangdong
IN THE NEWS

DUE to heavy rainfall 
this week, China’s 

economic powerhouse of 
Guangdong Province has 
transferred over 86,000 
people in advance as a 
preventive measure, while 
relevant railway services 
have been suspended and 

flights delayed.
From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, 65 townships 
and sub-districts in 
Guangdong experienced 
torrential rain, with pre-
cipitation exceeding 100 
millimeters, while the ma-
ximum accumulated rain-
fall reached 247.9 milli-
meters in a sub-district 

of the city of Dongguan, 
according to local meteo-
rological and hydrological 
monitoring.

As of 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
services were suspended 
for some trains on the rai-
lway line connecting Guan-
gzhou and Shenzhen, two 
megacities in China, and a 
line linking Guangzhou and 

Shantou.
Meanwhile, as of 8:38 

p.m. Wednesday, 55 flights 
had been delayed for more 
than an hour at Guang-
zhou Baiyun Airport.

The rainfall is forecast 
to weaken from Thursday 
to Friday, according to the 
Guangdong meteorologi-
cal observatory. XINHUA

ON THE AGENDA

T
HE Board of 
I n v e s t m e n t s 
(BoI) has em-
phasized the 

need for the Philippi-
nes to explore potential 
partnerships in tech-
nology and innovation 
with companies in Ma-
cau, Hong Kong, and 
Guangdong Province. 
At the Manila Forum for 
Philippines-China Re-
lations, BoI Executive 
Director for Investment 
Promotions Services, 
Evariste M. Cagatan, hi-
ghlighted the advanced 
industrial capabilities 
of these regions as a sig-
nificant opportunity for 
collaboration, Business 
World has reported.

“There are clear 
opportunities for sy-
nergy in the areas of 
technology and inno-
vation,” stated Cagatan 
during a panel discus-
sion on Wednesday. She 
pointed to the Guang-
dong Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) as a cluster of 
cities around the Pearl 
River Delta, which Chi-
na is developing for 
greater economic inte-
gration.

The GBA, comprising 
cities such as Guang-
zhou, Shenzhen, and 
Zhuhai, is recognized 
as a global hub for te-
chnological develop-
ment. This positioning 
aligns well with the 
Philippines’ growing 
information technology 

and business process 
management sectors, 
which present “huge 
growth opportunities,” 
according to Cagatan, 
as cited in the report.

Moreover, Hong 
Kong’s role as a global 
financial center offers 
significant prospects 
for Philippine banks 
seeking international 
partnerships. In the 
realm of advanced ma-
nufacturing, 

According to Busi-
ness World, Cagatan 
suggested that the Phi-
lippines could benefit 
from partnering with 
Guangdong, a leader in 
global manufacturing 
during the outsourcing 
boom. “Integrating our 
capabilities in electro-

nics and semiconduc-
tors with Guangdong’s 
high-tech industry cou-
ld drive innovation and 
boost productivity,” she 
added.

Jeffrey Ng, Vice-Pre-
sident of the Federa-
tion of Filipino Chine-
se Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry, 
Inc., also underscored 
the potential benefits 
of importing Chinese 
electric vehicles (EVs) 
into the Philippines, 
especially amid trade 
restrictions from the 
US and Europe. “The 
GBA can significantly 
contribute to the Phili-
ppines’ development in 
the coming years,” he 
remarked in the report.
MDT/AGENCIES
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ON THE 120TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DENG XIAOPING

Xi urges advancing socialism with 
Chinese characteristics

BUSINESS

PwC loses largest China client 
in wake of Evergrande storm
PRICEWATERHOUSE-

COOPERS LLP (PwC) 
has lost its largest client in 
the Chinese mainland amid 
a wave of client departures 
triggered by a regulatory 
probe into the auditing 
firm’s work with scandal-hit 
developer China Evergran-
de Group.

Bank of China, one of the 
country’s biggest four sta-
te lenders, said it will hire 
EY as its auditor for 2024, 
replacing PwC China. The 
bank will also hire domestic 
audit firm BDO China Shu 
Lun Pan CPAs LLP as the 
secondary auditor, Caixin 
learned.

Bank of China joined 

a growing list of Chinese 
companies terminating 
contracts with PwC as the 
collapse of China Evergran-
de put the auditor’s work in 
doubt.

In June, two state-ow-
ned giants, PetroChina 
and China Railway Group, 
said they had decided to 
stop working with PwC, 
following five other com-

panies that had done the 
same the previous mon-
th. Over the past two years 
dozens of firms have either 
dropped PwC as their audi-
tor or canceled plans to hire 
the firm.

In 2023, Bank of Chi-
na paid PwC 193 million 
yuan ($27 million) in audi-
ting fees, marking the third 
consecutive year of using 
its services. In March, the 
bank announced plans to 
reappoint PwC as its audi-
tor for 2024. However, ac-
cording to a June filing, the 
bank later revised its deci-
sion, opting to retain PwC 
only for its mid-term report 
while seeking new auditors 
for the future.

The wave of contract ter-
minations comes as China’s 
securities regulator exami-
nes PwC’s auditing role for 
China Evergrande. In June, 
the China Securities Regu-
latory Commission annou-

nced a $577 million fine on 
China Evergrande’s major 
domestic subsidiary, Heng-
da Real Estate Group, for 
fraudulent bond issuance 
and breaking information 
disclosure rules.

Regulators found that 
Hengda had inflated its re-
venue and profits in 2019 
and 2020 by recognizing 
sales in advance. The com-
pany was alleged to have 
exaggerated its 2019 reve-
nue by 214 billion yuan and 
again by 350 billion yuan 
the next year. The inflated 
figures accounted for half 
of Hengda’s total revenue 
in 2019, and 79% in 2020, 
according to the statement. 
Hengda also inflated its 
profits by 63% and 87% in 
2019 and 2020.

The CSRC said in June 
that relevant intermediary 
agencies were under inves-
tigation. Sources close to 
the matter told Caixin that 

the decisions on penalties 
for PwC are likely to be an-
nounced soon.

In August, China Ever-
grande’s liquidators lau-
nched court proceedings 
against PwC, criticizing it 
for “negligence” and “mis-
representation” in its audi-
ting work.

After Bank of China’s au-
ditor change, three of the 
country’s six largest sta-
te banks have hired EY as 
their auditor, while two are 
currently using KPMG. The 
Postal Saving Bank of China 
Co. Ltd., which is set to an-
nounce a new auditor soon, 
is likely to appoint KPMG to 
replace Deloitte as it has 
reached its maximum hi-
ring duration, sources said.

Chinese rules stipula-
te that state-owned firms 
should not employ the 
same auditor for more than 
eight consecutive years. 
MDT/CAIXIN

P
RESIDENT Xi Jinping 
lauded the “outstan-
ding contributions” 
of late leader Deng 

Xiaoping and urged advancing 
socialism with Chinese cha-
racteristics initiated by Deng, 
as the country marked Deng’s 
120th birth anniversary yester-
day.

Addressing a meeting held 
to mark the anniversary, Xi, 
also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chair-
man of the Central Military 
Commission, said the country 
must continue to thoroughly 
study and apply Deng Xiaoping 
Theory.

“Deng made outstanding 
contributions to the Party, the 
people, the country, the nation 
and the world,” Xi said, adding 
that Deng’s achievements have 
been immortalized in history 
and will always inspire future 
generations.

Deng was the core of the se-
cond generation of the Party’s 
central collective leadership, 
the chief architect of China’s 
socialist reform, opening up 
and modernization, and the 
trailblazer of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, Xi 
said, adding that Deng was 
also a great internationalist 
who made major contribu-
tions to world peace and deve-
lopment.

“Comrade Deng Xiaoping 

had lived a glorious, fighting 
and extraordinary life,” he said.

Xi noted that, after the Cul-
tural Revolution, a decade-
-long turmoil that ended in 
1976, Deng had led the Party 
and the people in achieving 
China’s historic transforma-
tion.

Deng pushed China to 
achieve a new breakthrough in 
adapting Marxism to the Chi-
nese context, break new grou-
nd in socialist modernization, 
and set a correct path for the 
country’s complete reunifica-
tion, Xi said.

Deng’s historical achieve-
ments are comprehensive and 
groundbreaking, with profou-
nd and lasting impacts on both 
China and the world, Xi said.

“We will forever remember 
his great historical achieve-
ments and forever revere his 
noble revolutionary conduct,” 
Xi said.

The most important intel-
lectual legacy left by Deng is 
Deng Xiaoping Theory, Xi said, 
calling for thoroughly studying 
and applying the theory to ad-
dress real-world problems.

“The best way to honor 

Deng is to continue advancing 
the cause of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics that he 
initiated,” Xi said.

Xi called for further com-
prehensively deepening re-
form to continuously provide 
strong momentum and institu-
tional safeguards for Chinese 
modernization.

He urged moving faster to 
build a modernized economy, 
working toward greater self-re-
liance in the science and tech-
nology sector, and developing 
advanced socialist culture.

Xi also urged efforts to 

achieve more notable and 
substantive progress in pro-
moting common prosperity 
for all.

Realizing China’s complete 
reunification has long been 
the aspiration of Mao Zedong, 
Deng Xiaoping and other 
members of the older genera-
tion of revolutionaries, Xi said.

He urged resolute efforts to 
promote the peaceful develo-
pment of relations across the 
Taiwan Strait, and demanded 
firm opposition to “Taiwan in-
dependence” to safeguard Chi-
na’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

Stressing that China has 
always been a staunch force 
for world peace, Xi called for 
unremitting efforts to uphold 
peace, development, coopera-
tion and mutual benefit.

Xi said China will take an ac-
tive role in the reform and de-
velopment of the global gover-
nance system, and create new 
opportunities for the world 
with new progress in Chinese 
modernization.

Senior leaders Zhao Leji, 
Wang Huning, Ding Xuexiang, 
Li Xi and Han Zheng attended 
the meeting, which was presi-
ded over by Cai Qi.

Zhao, Wang, Ding, Li and Cai 
are all members of the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bu-
reau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee. Han is the country’s vice 
president. XINHUA
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IT’S been more than four years 
since Zhang Peiyi last saw her 

son, one of two children from her 
former marriage.

Denied custody of both kids, 
Zhang finally settled in June for 
visitations with her daughter. But 
after seeing her only once, Zhang’s 
ex-wife called the meetings off in-
definitely. What Zhang thought 
was the end of a yearslong legal 
battle is facing yet another hurd-
le, as she has to go through court 
again to ask them to enforce her 
visitation rights.

“These types of disputes are 
not well protected in our coun-
try,” said Gao Mingyue, the lawyer 
representing Zhang. “This is a re-
minder that we have to be self-su-
fficient.”

LGBTQ+ families like Zhang’s 
have no law to cite when faced 
with situations like custody or di-
vorce, as same-sex marriage is not 
recognized in China, meaning the 
outcome of each case is uncertain 
and inconsistent.

For straight couples — regar-
dless of marriage status — both 
are recognized as custodians by 
law. If the two split, the court de-
cides who gets custody based on 
factors like the parent’s financial 
resources, the child’s desire and 
the home environment — opera-
ting from the principle of making 
the best decision for the child.

But for same-sex couples who 
have children via surrogacy or in 
vitro fertilization, nothing is gua-
ranteed.

Zhang, a Shanghai resident, 
knows this firsthand. She’s been 
fighting to see her children since 
2020, after a difficult separation.

The two women went to the 
United States to be legally mar-
ried and give birth to their chil-
dren. Zhang’s ex provided the 
eggs, and Zhang gave birth to a 
girl and her ex birthed a boy. Back 
in China, a few years later when 
the relationship ended, Zhang’s 
ex took both children and cut off 
all communication.

NO LEGAL PROTECTION
When Zhang turned to the law, 

she discovered just how little pro-
tections there were for LGBTQ+ 
couples in China, where there’s 
no legal standard for two mothers 
or two fathers. The law around 
families is written exclusively for 
cases of a mother and a father.

While surrogacy is not ille-
gal, hospitals are forbidden from 
selling eggs or sperm, so laws 
don’t address issues of parenta-
ge where surrogacy is involved. 
And the courts have so far avoi-
ded making any legal precedent; 

Zhang’s court granted custody to 
the biological mother, while ano-
ther court in another case denied 
custody to the biological mother.

Gao represented both cases.
Zhang’s case, which landed in a 

Beijing court, granted her ex cus-
tody and Zhang visitation of the 
child she birthed. But because the 
outcome was reached through a 
settlement, there is no legal pre-
cedent set. Although China is not 
a precedent-dependent country 
in the way the U.S. is, legal jud-
gements can still have an impact 
that lawyers and academics cite.

In the other case, in the sou-
thern coastal city of Xiamen, the 
court’s 2020 ruling said the wo-
man suing, who provided the egg 
that her partner carried, “had no 
legal basis” for her argument and 
that it could not affirm that she 
was the child’s mother. Further, it 
said, “the defendant and plaintiff 
are same-sex partners, and this 
is not regulated by our country’s 
marriage law or any other civil 
laws.”

No DNA testing was done for 
the case, but Gao wanted to pro-
ve that his client was the genetic 
mother. They provided medical 
evidence and the opposing side 
admitted it was his client’s egg, 
but the court didn’t want to make 
a ruling, he said. “They just said 
there’s no way to prove you’re the 
genetic mother, but even if you 
had no way to affirm the paren-

t-child relationship, the law ac-
tually allows the court to make 
this judgement,” he said.

“It’s quite messy, and different 
courts at different times and diffe-
rent places have come to different 
solutions,” said Darius Longari-
no, a senior fellow at the Paul Tsai 
China Center at Yale Law School.

CRITICISM FROM 
TOP LEGAL EXPERT

The case drew criticism from 
one of China’s top legal experts 
on civil law.

“We can put aside the issue of 
surrogacy or same-sex couples, 
when a child is born, that’s a hu-
man being,” Yang Lixin, a profes-
sor at Renmin University’s law 
school in Beijing said in an online 
commentary when the Xiamen 
case issued a first judgement in 
2020.

He said that the court’s deci-
sion was basically “nonsense,” 
adding that the child’s “rights and 
his position must be protected.”

Some LGBTQ+ couples are 
trying to stave off the legal am-
biguities with a legal agreement, 
similar to how a prenup works, 
outlining what would happen to 
their children if they broke up.

“For same-sex partners, when 
they decide to have kids, we ad-
vise them to sign an agreement 
on the births,” said Gao. He said 
some 30 couples have come to 
his practice inquiring about draf-

ting agreements that establish the 
identity of the parents, their mu-
tual agreement to have children, 
and the responsibility, financial 
and otherwise, to raise the kids.

He’s drafted eight or nine, but 
none have had a chance to be 
tested yet, so it’s unclear how the 
courts will receive them.

In July, when Zhang got her 
first legally guaranteed visit to 
see her daughter for the first time 
in more than four years, it was a 
subdued occasion.

“I felt very calm, in those four 
hours,” she said. “I couldn’t cry 
then. I didn’t even have time to 
have a happy reaction, but I was 
satisfied that at least in those four 
hours, I was in the same space as 
her.”

FOUR HOURS A MONTH
The People’s Court in Beijing’s 

Fengtai district granted Zhang the 
right to see her daughter once a 
month, four hours per visit, whi-
ch is common in cases with you-
ng children. Zhang traveled up 
from Shanghai and then drove to 
Hebei province, two hours outsi-
de of Beijing, to a home that her 
ex-partner owns.

Her ex-partner, the only other 
person present during the visit, 
required their daughter to wear a 
face mask, and the girl spent the 
time doing homework, Zhang re-
called. But there were moments 
when the little girl would sneak 

looks at the woman sitting with 
her in the quiet house. They didn’t 
talk at all, Zhang said, partly be-
cause she didn’t know what to say.

It was only after Zhang walked 
out of the house, she said, that 
she burst into tears.

Now, Zhang doesn’t know 
when she’ll see her daughter 
again. Her ex-partner is denying 
visitation on the claim that Zhang 
violated the children’s priva-
cy. The woman’s lawyer, Tian 
Yuanyuan, said his client wou-
ld not give any interviews as the 
court requested that both sides 
refrain from talking to media. He 
also said The Associated Press 
was violating their privacy by 
calling.

“We’ll be telling the court 
about this,” he said.

With few options left, Zhang 
says she will keep fighting by re-
cording all that has happened to 
her, while taking what precau-
tions she can such as keeping the 
children’s names and ages priva-
te.

“The children have the right 
to know what happened. And so 
I wanted to give my greatest ef-
fort. One day, maybe after they 
know, they know, ‘Our mom really 
tried her best and gave it her all,’” 
Zhang said. “I want to take 99 
steps forward, and the children, 
after they see I’ve taken these 
99 steps, they can take one step 
toward me.” MDT/AP

LGBTQ+ RIGHTS

One woman’s custody battle highlights 
the challenges facing same-sex couples

Zhang Peiyi, a Shanghai resident, tears up during an interview at her home in Shanghai, last month
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Afghan Taliban Envoy to the United Arab Emirates Badruddin Haqqani

T
HE United Arab Emi-
rates accepted the 
credentials of the Ta-
liban’s ambassador 

to the oil-rich Gulf Arab state, 
the biggest diplomatic coup 
for Afghanistan’s rulers who 
are not officially recognized as 
the country’s legitimate gover-
nment.

The development, the first 
Taliban ambassador since one 
was appointed to China last 
December, underscored the in-
ternational divide over how to 
deal with the government now 
in Kabul.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in Kabul confirmed the 
news about Badruddin Haqqa-
ni in a post on the social media 
platform X. The ministry did 
not respond to requests for in-
formation about Haqqani, who 

was previously the Taliban’s en-
voy to the UAE.

Haqqani is not related to the 
Acting Interior Minister Siraju-
ddin Haqqani, who in June met 
the UAE leader, Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Nahyan, but 
he is from his team.

Sirajuddin Haqqani is the 
current leader of the powerful 
Haqqani network, a militant 
movement allied with the Ta-
liban, and a designated global 
terrorist. He is wanted by the 
United States for his involve-
ment in deadly attacks and is 
also on several sanctions lists.

Even though the Taliban re-
main isolated from the West, 
they have pursued bilateral ties 
with major regional powers. 
Last week, Uzbek Prime Mi-
nister Abdulla Aripov arrived 
in Afghanistan in the highest-

-level visit by a foreign official 
since the Taliban returned to 
power in Afghanistan three 
years ago.

The United Nations says that 
official recognition of the Tali-

ban-run Afghanistan is “nearly 
impossible” while restrictions 
on women and girls are in pla-
ce.

In a separate development 
yesterday [Macau time], a 

U.N.-appointed rights expert 
decried the Taliban’s decision 
to bar him from Afghanistan. 
The special rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in 
Afghanistan Richard Bennett 
has frequently criticized the 
Taliban’s treatment of women 
and girls.

Bennett said the Taliban’s 
announcement that they wou-
ld no longer grant him access 
to Afghanistan was “a step ba-
ckwards and sends a concer-
ning signal” about their enga-
gement with the U.N. and the 
international community on 
human rights.

“I urge the Taliban to reverse 
their decision and reiterate my 
willingness and availability to 
travel to Afghanistan,” Bennett 
said.

A spokesman for the Foreign 
Ministry in Kabul warned that 
Bennett’s activities were detri-
mental to the interests of Af-
ghanistan and the Afghan peo-
ple.

“It was deemed appropria-
te that Bennett continue his 
unprofessional conduct from 
the comfort of his office ins-
tead of tiring himself with nee-
dless travels,” the spokesper-
son, Abdul Qahar Balkhi, told 
The Associated Press in a mes-
sage. MDT/AP

A passenger was arrested 
at an Australian airport 

after he left a stationary air-
liner through an emergency 
exit, walked along a wing, 
and then climbed down 
a jet engine to the tarmac 
yesterday, officials said.

Jetstar Flight JQ507 had 
arrived at Melbourne Air-
port from Sydney and had 
parked at a terminal gate 
when the man left the pla-
ne by the right-side exit, of-
ficials said.

Opening the exit auto-
matically deployed a slide 
from the back of the wing 
at the fuselage to the grou-
nd, a Jetstar statement said. 
But the man instead walked 
along the wing and clim-
bed down one of the Airbus 
A320’s two engines, an offi-
cial said.

Passenger Audrey Var-
ghese said passengers 
screamed and shrieked as 
the man began “erratic” 
behavior shortly before he 
opened the hatch.

“The man was exhibiting 

some quite strange beha-
vior,” Varghese told Mel-
bourne Radio 3AW.

“As soon as the plane 
had started coming to a 
stop, he immediately got 
up and basically charged to 
where the emergency exit 
row is, and in the process 
shoving people, causing a 
bit of commotion, (and) ri-
pped open the emergency 
door,” Varghese said.

Another passenger, 
identified as Maddison, 
told Nine News television 
the man had been va-
ping, which is not allowed, 
during the 90-minute mi-
d-morning flight and had 
unsuccessfully demanded 
the air crew provide him 
with alcohol.

Australian Federal Police 
officers had been alerted by 
Jetstar staff and arrested the 
man for “alleged aggressi-
ve behavior and breaching 
aircraft safety protocols,” a 
police statement said.

He was assessed by pa-
ramedics and taken to a 

hospital, where he remains 
for further assessment, the 
police statement said.

Police were continuing 
to investigate and charges 
were likely to be laid at a la-
ter date, they said.

Melbourne Airport said 
the man was detained by 
aircrew and ground staff 
before police arrested him.

Social media images 
showed at least three grou-
nd staff restraining the man 
on the tarmac.

“Melbourne Airport is 
proud of the exceptional 
response from ground crew, 
which meant there was no 
immediate danger to other 
passengers or airport staff,” 
an airport statement said.

Varghese spoke from the 
baggage collection area of 
the airport an hour after 
the landing and said pas-
sengers had been told the 
deployed slide had delayed 
the unloading of their lug-
gage. Nine News reported 
the baggage was released 
hours later. MDT/AP

AUSTRALIA

Man opens plane’s door 
and walks on wing at airport 
before he’s arrested

AFGHANISTAN

UAE accepts credentials of 
Taliban ambassador in a major 
diplomatic win for rulers
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Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has begun his 
purge of cabinet members and officials involved in 
the failed coup four days ago.

Two of the three ministers who signed the com-
mittee’s takeover decree, defence minister Dmitri 
Yazov and KGB chief Vladimir Kryuchkov, have been 
arrested.

The third, interior minister Boris Pugo, committed 
suicide to avoid arrest.

Mr Gorbachev also sacked his prime minister, 
Valentin Pavlov, and foreign minister Aleksandr 
Bessmertnykh. Dozens of other party officials and 
senior army officers resigned or were dismissed.

During an address to the Russian Parliament, the 
leader said his “entire government” should resign 
for failing to oppose the takeover.

But Mr Gorbachev was unable to prevent his po-
litical rival, Russia’s president Boris Yeltsin, capitali-
sing on support he gained from opposing the coup 
and suspending the Russian Communist Party.

The exchanges between the Russian President 
and Soviet leader in parliament appeared to indica-
te that the balance of power in post-coup Moscow 
is rapidly shifting away from Mr Gorbachev.

Mr Yeltsin forced him to read out a list of those 
who had supported the takeover, taken from notes 
of the cabinet meeting on the morning of the coup.

When Mr Gorbachev had finished reading the 
notes, the president said: “Now, on a lighter note, I 
will sign this decree suspending the Russian Com-
munist Party.”

Mr Gorbachev pleaded with him not to sign 
the document, telling parliament he would never 
agree to something that infringed the interests of 
“millions of workers and peasants”.

“You can’t say that the whole Communist party 
supported the conspirators - if we do things like this 
it will be a witch hunt,” he added.

But Mr Yeltsin responded by saying he was not 
banning the party, merely suspending it “prior to 
investigation of its involvement in the coup” - and 
signed the document to loud applause.

Mr Gorbachev praised the Russian Parliament 
and Mr Yeltsin for their role in defeating the coup, 
but was frequently heckled during his speech.

During his description of what happened during 
the takeover attempt one member of the parlia-
ment shouted: “We all know that. Talk about the 
reasons.”

Courtesy BBC News

1991 Gorbachev 
punishes coup plotters

In context

The Soviet Union collapsed four months later and 
Mr Gorbachev resigned on 25 December 1991.
Russia, Ukraine and Belarus formed the Common-
wealth of Independent States, an alliance which 
was eventually joined by all the former Soviet re-
publics except the Baltic states.
In 1992, Russia took the former USSR’s seat at the 
United Nations.
Mr Yeltsin’s path to democracy was far from 
smooth. In 1993 he suspended parliament and 
called for new elections after a series of disagree-
ments with his MPs.
When they barricaded themselves into the parlia-
ment building, he was forced to order the army in 
to recapture it.
Mr Yeltsin resigned in 2000 and was replaced by 
Vladimir Putin.
The 1991 coup plotters were pardoned in 1994.

this day in history
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Modi visits Ukraine this week, 
after a recent trip to Moscow
KRUTIKA PATHI, NEW DELHI

I
NDIAN Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is set to meet 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a 

historic visit today to Ukraine, 
a month and a half after he tra-
veled to Moscow to hold talks 
with President Vladimir Putin.

Officials in India and Ukrai-
ne have said the visit will focus 
on boosting economic ties and 
cooperation in defense, scien-
ce and technology.

But analysts say the visit 
could also be an attempt to 
have India strike a more neu-
tral stance after what has been 
seen as a lean toward Russia, 
given Modi’s recent Moscow vi-
sit, his country’s historic, Cold 
War-era relationship with Rus-
sia and New Delhi’s avoidance 
of directly criticizing Russia 
over its invasion of Ukraine.

WHY IS MODI 
VISITING UKRAINE?

Modi’s landmark visit is the 
first to Ukraine from a prime 
minister of India since the 
country established diplomatic 
relations with Ukraine over 30 
years ago. He will arrive in Kyiv 
after a two-day visit to Poland.

Analysts say the timing of 
the trip is aimed at controlling 
fallout from the Indian leader’s 
July 8-9 trip to Russia.

That trip coincided with 
a NATO leaders gathering in 
Washington and Russian missi-
le strikes on a hospital in Ukrai-
ne that killed scores of people, 
drawing strong criticism from 
Zelenskyy. The Ukrainian lea-
der called Modi’s meeting “a 

huge disappointment” and “a 
devastating blow to peace ef-
forts” after the Indian leader 
was seen hugging Putin.

While Modi did not address 
the missile strikes directly, he 
alluded to the bloodshed while 
sitting next to Putin, and con-
demned any attack that harms 
innocent people.

This week’s Ukraine trip 
represents India “trying to ba-
lance the situation” after being 
seen as “tilting towards Russia,” 
said K C Singh, a strategic af-
fairs expert and former diplo-
mat.

Indian officials are 
downplaying any connections 
with the Moscow trip. “This is 
not a zero-sum game ... these 
are independent, broad ties,” 
Secretary (West) Tanmaya Lal 
said this week.

Despite pressure from the 
West, New Delhi has refrained 
from condemning Russia’s in-
vasion or voting against it in 
U.N. resolutions. It has avoided 
taking sides and urged Ukraine 
and Russia to resolve the con-
flict through dialogue.

“Modi’s visit is designed to 
some extent to show that New 
Delhi’s strategic orientation re-
mains non-alignment, and as 
such, to keep balance in its fo-
reign policy,” said Derek Gross-
man, an Indo-Pacific analyst at 
the RAND Corporation.

WHAT ARE INDIA’S 
TIES TO RUSSIA?

India and Russia have had 
strong ties since the Cold War, 
and New Delhi’s importan-
ce as a key trading partner for 
Moscow has grown since the 

Kremlin sent troops into Ukrai-
ne in February 2022.

India has joined China in 
becoming a key buyer of Rus-
sian oil following sanctions im-
posed by the United States and 
its allies that shut most Western 
markets off to Russian exports.

Modi’s visit to Moscow was 
seen by analysts as reinforcing 
their partnership, especially 
since Russia remains a cru-
cial trade and defense partner. 
Some 60% of India’s military 
systems and hardware is of 
Russian origin, and New Delhi 
now gets more than 40% of its 
oil imports from Russia.

Trade between the two has 
also seen a sharp increase, tou-
ching close to $65 billion in the 
2023-24 financial year, accor-
ding to India’s foreign ministry.

WHAT ABOUT INDIA’S 
TIES TO UKRAINE?

Bilateral trade between 
India and Ukraine is much 
lower, at about at $3 billion 
before the invasion, but Modi 
and Zelenskyy have interacted 
since at the sidelines of global 
events and the Ukrainian fo-
reign minister also visited New 
Delhi earlier this year.

India has also provided se-
veral consignments of huma-
nitarian assistance to Ukraine 
since the invasion.

Analysts say Zelenskyy is un-
likely to raise Modi’s meeting 
with Putin - at least publicly.

But Modi’s Moscow visit and 
the India-Russia relationship 
will be a “strong undertone” to 
his Ukraine trip, even if it not 
explicitly mentioned in public 
statements, added Chietigj 

Bajpaee, who researches Sou-
th Asia at the Chatham House 
think tank.

HOW WILL THIS TRIP 
BE PERCEIVED?

The trip is likely to be well-
-received in the U.S. and other 
Western countries that had 
been critical of Modi’s meeting 
with Putin in July, Grossman 
said.

For Modi, this trip is an 
opportunity “to engage 
Zelenskyy and secure Indian 
interests there, push back 
against Russian overreach and 
placate the West,” Grossman 
added.

But while the trip will offer 
some reassurance to the West, 
it will remain clear that India 
maintains a closer relationship 
with Moscow and “Modi’s visit 
will not change this percep-
tion,” Bajpaee said.

Modi is unlikely to use this 
visit to seek a role for India as 
a peacemaker in the conflict, 
which some had speculated 
it would do at the onset of the 
war given New Delhi’s ties to 
Russia and emerging stature 
globally.

“Indian behavior… has been 
to try to stay out of resolving it, 
and to only occasionally com-
ment against further aggres-
sion,” said Grossman, adding 
that India — unlike China or 
Turkey — hasn’t come forward 
with a peace plan, for example.

Meanwhile, the Kremlin will 
be observing Modi’s visit, “but 
short of any statements that 
are highly critical of Russia, it is 
unlikely to be concerned,” Ba-
jpaee said. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1- Mediterranean juniper; 5- Editor’s note; 9- Intense anger; 12- 

Grand Ole ___; 13- Creates; 15- ___ about (approximately); 16- Got it; 17- 
Tatum or Ryan; 18- Fiber source; 19- Paper carrier; 21- Correspondences; 
23- “Jaws” boat; 24- ___ de Cologne; 25- Enthusiastic; 28- Counselors; 33- Up 
___ (trapped); 34- Singer Brickell; 35- ... ___ saw Elba; 36- Pal in the ‘hood; 37- 
Stage items; 38- Ballad ending; 39- Not acid; 41- Televises; 42- Hard to call; 
44- Dissemination; 46- Drunk; 47- ___ room; 48- Voting group; 49- Ladies of 
Spain; 53- Least difficult; 57- Riding; 58- Young purrer; 60- Type of market; 61- 
Few and far between; 62- Maternally related; 63- Israeli airline; 64- This ___ 
stickup!; 65- Cabinet dept.; 66- Appraise;
 
DOWN 1- Quarter, e.g.; 2- Church area; 3- A Barrymore; 4- Billboards, some 
say; 5- Kiss; 6- Country singer Tucker; 7- Supplement, with “out”; 8- Greenish 
blue; 9- Memo starter; 10- Surf sound; 
11- Sea birds; 14- Arm coverings; 15- 
Dull; 20- Highland hillside; 22- Mai ___ 
(drink); 25- Jewish scholar; 26- Gillette 
razors; 27- ___ Perot; 28- Worship; 29- 
Immerses; 30- Cream-filled cookies; 
31- Witherspoon of “Legally Blonde”; 
32- Fathered; 34- Clapton of rock; 37- 
Flapjack; 40- The continent; 42- Dove 
sounds; 43- Satan; 45- ___ Lingus; 46- 
Killer; 48- Davis or Midler; 49- Delhi wrap; 
50- Greek letters; 51- Nick Charles’s 
wife; 52- Trig function; 54- First name in 
jazz; 55- Senate position; 56- Yarn; 59- 
Shade at the beach?; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Prioritize health, with the Sun 
entering Virgo for a month. 
Exercise builds energy. Adjust 
fitness goals, practices and 
supports. Work with your heart.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Learn from children. Craft works 
of  beauty. You’re especially lucky 
with love, creativity and romance 
this month, with both the Sun 
and Venus in Virgo.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Beautify your surroundings. 
Energize domestic renovation and 
arts this month, with the Sun in 
Virgo. Prioritize family matters. 
Nurture the ones you love.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Articulate your work. Research 
and share what you’re learning. 
This month, under the Virgo Sun, 
favors communication. Write, 
record and express your views.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re on fire this month! 
Generate rising cash flow under 
the Virgo Sun. Put your heart 
into your work and it returns 
multiplied.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You’re the star, with the Sun 
in your sign this month. Take 
charge. Use your power and 
confidence to get the results 
you’re after.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Savor peaceful privacy, with the 
Virgo Sun for a month. Clean, 
organize and review the past. 
Clear clutter. Create space for 
what’s ahead.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Share team support, with the 
Sun in Virgo for the next month. 
Community efforts thrive. Benefit 
from public relations and social 
participation. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Step into greater leadership. Dress 
for success. Take care of  business 
under the Virgo Sun. A professional 
challenge offers a fine prize this 
month.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Explore new flavors and cultures. 
Study and investigate. Get out 
into the world this month, with 
the Sun in Virgo. Discover 
unimagined wonders.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your partnership grows. Creative 
and romantic collaborations thrive 
over a month, with the Sun in 
Virgo. Encourage each other to 
flower. Provide the missing link.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Monitor finances for growth. 
Collaborate to benefit shared 
accounts this month under the Virgo 
Sun. Organize and budget. Wheel 
and deal.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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New Rugby Season - Starts 24th August
Saturdays, 9-11am, Taipa Stadium

BOYS AND GIRLS, AGES 6 – 18

• Team working
• Co-operation
• Fitness and FUN

MMAACCAAUU  
BBAATTSS
RUGBY

SIGN UP NOW!!

LINDSEY BAHR, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

LET’S get one thing out of the 
way first: I did not entirely un-

derstand everything that happens 
in “Cuckoo,” a new indie horror in 
theaters Friday.

This could be more of a me pro-
blem than with the storytelling, 
but there are a lot of strange things 
happening at this particular Alpine 
resort. It’s run by a bespectacled 
German hotelier named Herr Kö-
nig, played with an off-kilter me-
nace by Dan Stevens.

Some of the occurrences are un-
derexplained, others underexplo-
red. Herr König seems particularly 
worried about things that happen 
after dark, but not so much about 
guests wandering into the recep-
tion and general store in a wobbly 
stupor and vomit. Are they drunk? 
Sick? Should someone help them? 
All we get is: “It happens.” The hos-
pital, too, is eerily empty. Sonic vi-
brations often ripple through the 
land, causing scenes to repeat until 
reaching a violent crescendo. And 
no one seems to listen to or care 
about anything 17-year-old Gret-
chen (Hunter Schafer) has to say, 
no matter how banged up she gets. 
The quick escalation of her inju-
ries, and the widening disinterest 
of her father, approaches comedy.

Ambiguity can be wonderful for 
mystery and worldbuilding; It can 

also be frustrating. And more often 
than not, detailed explanations just 
make everything lamer. “ Cuckoo “ 
dips into all of the above. Even so, 
it is undeniably fascinating, origi-
nal and even occasionally fun, in a 
very twisted and deranged way in 
which laughter is your involuntary 
response to something horrifying. 
In her captivating lead performan-
ce, Schafer really goes through it, 
both physically and emotionally.

It also features Stevens sporting 
tiny, rimless glasses with sinisterly 
scandi-cool monochrome outfits, 
and a screaming ghoul with Hit-

chcockian glamour in a hooded 
trench and white-framed oval 
sunnies. Rarely is it a bad idea for 
a horror film to lean into style, and 
“Cuckoo” fully commits.

“Cuckoo” is the brainchild of 
German director Tilman Singer, 
but credit also goes to Singer’s 
predecessors: The works of David 
Lynch and Dario Argento among 
them. Gretchen is a reluctant resi-
dent in the idyllic, modern home 
with her detached father (Mar-
tin Csokas), stepmother (Jessica 
Henwick) and mute half-sister 
Alma (Mila Lieu). She leaves in-

creasingly desperate messages on 
her mother’s answering machine 
in America.

It’s certainly an exaggera-
ted but apt portrait of a new fa-
mily where the remnants of the 
old are treated like a nuisance. 
When Alma starts having seizu-
res during the vibrations, which 
no one but Gretchen seems to 
remember or acknowledge, the 
parents’ attention turns fully to 
the young girl. They can barely 
be bothered to care about Gre-
tchen’s miraculous survival of a 
horrifying car wreck; Alma is in 

the same hospital because of the 
episodes.

As with many horrors, the big 
reveals were, for this critic, a little 
underwhelming — a strained at-
tempt at a unifying theory for this 
weird place that doesn’t add much 
ultimately. And yet the emotional 
connection to Gretchen and her 
complex relationship with Alma 
does pay off in unexpected ways.

Also, Stevens deserves special 
acknowledgement for his contri-
butions to “Cuckoo.” This is a man 
who could have easily languished 
in blandly handsome leading man 
roles and instead is becoming 
one of our great character actors. 
He is regularly the best and most 
memorable part of whatever he’s 
in just by his sheer commitment 
to going there, whether it’s his 
Hawaiian shirt wearing titan vete-
rinarian in “Godzilla x Kong,” his 
Russian pop star in “Eurovision” 
or any number of his deranged 
horror characters. He and Scha-
fer, always a compelling presence, 
make “Cuckoo” very much worth 
it. They exist far too comfortably 
in this dreamy, nightmarish wor-
ld dreamt up by Singer that is well 
worth a watch.

“Cuckoo,” a Neon release in theaters 
Friday, is rated R by the Motion Picture 

Association for “language, brief teen 
drug use, bloody images, violence.” 

Running time: 102 minutes. 

DRIVE IN

‘Cuckoo’ is a stylish nightmare, with a 
wonderfully sinister Dan Stevens
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A New York writer 
finds solace in 
a Northern Irish 
town
CAN what looks like running away from grief 

and sadness actually be a way to heal?
In “The Slow Road North,” writer Rosie Schaap 

chronicles her circuitous route from spending 
most of her life as a dyed-in-the-wool New 
Yorker to finding herself settling down far away 
in a small town in Northern Ireland.

Schaap, an established journalist, teacher and 
occasional bartender in Brooklyn with a cozy 
apartment she’d lived in for decades, seemed set 
as a New York lifer.

But she is dealt a crushing loss when her hus-
band dies of cancer in 2010, leaving her a widow 
at 39. A little more than a year later, her mother, 
with whom she had a complicated relationship, 
dies, too. Faced with conflicted feelings that she 
isn’t dealing with her grief in the “right” way, she 
begins to ache for change.

Schapp has a longtime fascination with Ire-
land and its poets, writers and history, and after 
returning there over several years, she decides to 
attend a creative writing program in Belfast in 
2019. She soon settles in Glenarm, a coastal town 
north of Belfast.

Facing loads of skepticism — from her friends 
wondering why she would give up her perfect 
Brooklyn apartment, from Irish neighbors won-
dering why an American would move to Gle-
narm, and even her own fear that she might be 
running away from her problems — Schaap de-
dicates herself to becoming involved with Gle-
narm’s community. She finds solace in the peo-
ple, the countryside, and establishes her place 
among new friends. She even embarks on a new 
love.

Peppering her own story with snippets of Irish 
poetry, folktales, colorful descriptions of small-
-town characters, and the history of Irish tra-
vesties like the potato famine of the 1800s and 
the later decades of the sectarian conflict known 
as The Troubles, Schaap’s memoir details how 
Glenarm and Northern Ireland’s nuanced rela-
tionship with grief helps her face her own.

“Moving would not ‘fix’ me, but another way of living, 
here, in this quiet and healing place, might start to heal 
me, too,” she writes. MAE ANDERSON, MDT/AP

“The Slow Road North: How I Found Peace in an Improbable 
Country” by Rosie Schaap (Mariner Books)

TASTE OF EDESIA

Art of Sushi
IRENE SAM, MDT

T
HIS summer, the 
highly anticipa-
ted Sushi Kissho 
is finally opened 

at Raffles. Led by Execu-
tive Chefs Hironori Sa-
take and Norihisa Maeda, 
each visit to Sushi Kissho 
by Miyakawa promises 
an exclusive experience, 
where service is attu-
ned to the preferences of 
every guest. At Sushi Kis-
sho by Miyakawa, the art 
of sushi transcends sus-
tenance; it is a celebra-
tion of the profound con-
nection between nature, 
tradition, and the human 
spirit. We are invited to 
embark on a gastrono-
mic journey that trans-
ports us to the very heart 
of Japan, guided by the 

masterful touch of one of 
the world’s most highly 
renowned sushi chefs.

With over 35 years of 
experience in top sushi 
establishments across 
Tokyo and Osaka, Chef 
Hironori Satake has ear-
ned a stellar reputation 
for his precision and in-
novation in crafting ex-
ceptional sushi. He brings 
his wealth of expertise to 
delight diners with Chef 
Masaaki Miyakawa’s sea-
sonal omakase menu, 
sourced meticulously 
with ingredients from the 
finest legacy growers and 
generational fisherman 
in Japan. Having honed 
his skills under the tu-
telage of Master Chef 
Miyakawa, Chef Satake’s 
journey includes notable 
roles such as Head Chef at 

Sushi Shin by Miyakawa 
and Head Chef at Sushi 
Ukiyo. His commitment 
to utilising the freshest 
ingredients at their peak 
ensures a constantly evol-
ving and delightful dining 
experience. 

Sushi Kissho by 
Miyakawa embodies the 
ethos of wabi-sabi, the 
Japanese aesthetic phi-
losophy that cherishes 
the beauty found in sim-
plicity and imperfection. 
The restaurant’s interiors 
are thoughtfully desig-
ned to reflect this princi-
ple, creating a serene and 
harmonious atmosphere 
that resonates with the 
soul of traditional Japa-
nese culture. The inti-
mate dining space featu-
res an authentic 10-seat 
counter setting – crafted 
from 300-year old Kiso 
Hinoki Cypress – whe-
re lucky few can witness 
the meticulous artistry of 
the team up close, foste-
ring a deep connection 
between the diner and 

the culinary experience. 
Additionally, a 10-seat 
private room offers a se-
cluded retreat for those 
seeking an exclusive and 
personalised dining en-
counter.

Sushi Kissho by 
Miyakawa also offers a 
curated selection of rare 
and premium sake, in-
cluding four acclaimed 
labels such as Kokuryu 
Crystal Dragon, Tate-
nokawa 33% Junmai 
Daiginjo, Mutsu-Hassen 
V1116 Junmai, and Haku-
rakusei Junmai Ginjo. Ad-
ditionally, the Wa8 priva-
te label sake, a collabora-
tion between Sumikawa 
Shozo Brewery and Wa 
Creations, is exclusively 
available at select res-
taurants including Sushi 
Kissho by Miyakawa. 
Crafted with meticulous 
detail, the junmai daigin-
jo sake features elegant 
labels by acclaimed artist 
Yasumichi Morita, show-
casing exceptional crafts-
manship and quality.
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USA FBI Director 
Christopher Wray 
highlighted the 
simultaneous rise 
in multiple threats 
against the U.S., 
including terrorism 
and cybercrime. 
Wray emphasized 
the importance of 
collaboration across law 
enforcement agencies to 
manage these escalating 
risks effectively.

 
Mexico In Mexico City, 
Carlos CGH, a Triqui 
rapper, uses his music to 
embrace and promote 
his indigenous roots 
through contemporary 
rap. Addressing both 
social issues and cultural 
pride, he performs in 
both Spanish and Triqui, 
aiming to preserve his 
native language and 
celebrate his heritage 
amid ongoing community 
challenges.

 
Guatemala Guatemalan 
police arrested seven 
individuals linked 
to the tragic death 
of 53 migrants who 
asphyxiated in a 
tractor-trailer in Texas 
in 2022. This arrest is 
part of a broader effort 
to dismantle human 
trafficking networks 
responsible for one of 
the deadliest migrant 
smuggling incidents in 
U.S. history.

Botswana announced 
the discovery of 
one of the largest 
diamonds ever found, 
weighing 2,492 carats. 
This significant find 
at the Karowe Mine 
underscores the 
country’s status as a 
major player in the global 
diamond industry, with 
the stone being the 
second-largest ever 
unearthed.

Report says fluoride at twice the 
recommended limit is linked to lower IQ in kids

A U.S. government report expected to stir debate concluded 
that fluoride in drinking water at twice the recommended limit is 
linked with lower IQ in children.

The report, based on an analysis of previously published resear-
ch, marks the first time a federal agency has determined — “with 
moderate confidence” — that there is a link between higher levels 
of fluoride exposure and lower IQ in kids.

While the report was not designed to evaluate the health effec-
ts of fluoride in drinking water alone, it is a striking acknowledg-
ment of a potential neurological risk from high levels of fluoride.

Fluoride strengthens teeth and reduces cavities by replacing 
minerals lost during normal wear and tear, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The addition of low 
levels of fluoride to drinking water has long been considered one 
of the greatest public health achievements of the last century.

“I think this (report) is crucial in our understanding” of this risk, 
said Ashley Malin, a University of Florida researcher who has stu-
died the affect of higher fluoride levels in pregnant women on 
their children. She called it the most rigorously conducted report 
of its kind.

OPINION
World Views
Josh Boak, MDT/AP

TWO weeks after orga-
nizers scrubbed Taylor 

Swift’s concerts in Vienna 
amid a foiled terror plot, the 
singer issued her first state-
ment on the cancellations.

“Having our Vienna shows 
cancelled was devastating,” 
she wrote in a statement pos-
ted to Instagram yesterday 
[Macau time]. “The reason 
for the cancellations filled 
me with a new sense of fear, 
and a tremendous amount 
of guilt because so many 
people had planned on co-
ming to those shows.”

She thanked authorities 
— “thanks to them, we were 
grieving concerts and not 
lives,” she wrote — and said 
she waited to speak until 
the European leg of her Eras 
Tour concluded to prioritize 
safety.

“Let me be very clear: I 
am not going to speak about 
something publicly if I think 
doing so might provoke tho-
se who would want to harm 
the fans who come to my 
shows,” she wrote.

In the wake of the cance-
llations, Swift’s representati-
ves did not respond to mul-
tiple requests for comment 
from The Associated Press 
and other news organiza-

tions and her social media 
pages had gone dormant.

“In cases like this one, 
‘silence’ is actually showing 
restraint, and waiting to ex-
press yourself at a time when 
it’s right to. My priority was 
finishing our European tour 
safely, and it’s with great 
relief that I can say we did 
that,” she added.

Concert organizer Barra-
cuda Music had said it can-
celed the three-night Vienna 
run that would have begun 
Aug. 8 because the arrests 
made in connection to the 
conspiracy were too close to 
showtime. Authorities said 
a 19-year-old suspect had 
planned to target spectators 
outside the Ernst Happel 
Stadium with knives or ho-
memade explosives, hoping 
to “kill as many people as 
possible.” Austrian officials 
said they appeared to have 
been inspired by the Islamic 
State group and al-Qaida.

That suspect and ano-
ther 17-year-old were taken 
into custody on Aug. 6, the 
day before the shows were 
announced as canceled. A 
third suspect, 18, was ar-
rested Aug. 8. The 19-year-
-old’s lawyer has said the 
allegations were “overacting 

at its best,” and contended 
Austrian authorities were 
“presenting this exaggerate-
dly” in order to get new sur-
veillance powers.

Tens of thousands of 
Swifties from around the 
world had traveled to Vienna 
for the shows.

Swift’s Instagram post 
also commemorated the 
end of the European leg with 
a tribute to her five nights at 
London’s Wembley Stadium, 
which she said factored into 
her decision to wait to speak 
out and ultimately “felt like a 
beautiful dream sequence.”

The shows in London, 
the next stop scheduled af-
ter Vienna, also came on the 
heels of a stabbing at a Swift-
-themed dance class that left 
three little girls dead in the 
U.K. In a statement issued 
after the Southport attack, 
Swift said she was “just com-
pletely in shock” and “at a 
complete loss for how to ever 
convey my sympathies to 
these families.” News outlets 
reported that Swift met with 
some of the survivors backs-
tage in London.

The record-smashing 
tour is on hiatus until Oc-
tober, when it resumes in 
Miami. MDT/AP

Swift calls 
cancellation of 
Vienna shows 
‘devastating’, explains 
her silence
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Democrats turn 
their roll call into 
a dance party

Convention roll call votes can be staid and cheesy, 
but Democrats turned theirs into the ultimate dan-
ce party on Tuesday.

DJ Cassidy stood onstage in what appeared to be 
a double-breasted satin suit of royal blue, spinning 
a special song for each state and territory awarding 
their delegates to Vice President Kamala Harris at 
the Democratic National Convention. What Ameri-
ca got was a mashup of an elite karaoke night: De-
troit native Eminem’s “Lose Yourself” for Michigan, 
Dropkick Murphys’ “I’m Shipping Up to Boston” 
for Massachusetts and Tupac Shakur’s “California 
Love” for California.

Georgia brought out one of its natives in person: 
Atlanta’s Lil Jon striding through Chicago’s United 
Center to the beats of “Turn Down for What,” his 
song with DJ Snake.

In short, Democrats were determined to put the 
party in political party, part of their broader effort 
to project joy and positive energy even as they issue 
dire warnings about the need to beat Republican 
nominee Donald Trump.

The party last used a video roll call during the pan-
demic -restricted 2020 convention that famously 
had Rhode Island featuring its state dish, calamari, 
creating the pressure to do something bigger this 
year. (The chef holding that iconic tray of calamari 
later turned out to be a Trump supporter.)

This year’s roll call vote featured the party’s emer-
ging political stars like Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore and Kentu-
cky Gov. Andy Beshear. Movie director Spike Lee 
was there for New York, while the actor Sean Astin, 
who starred in the Notre Dame-set football movie 
“Rudy,” was with the Indiana delegation.

The musical choices were something of a risk. The 
1996 Democratic convention in Chicago infamous-
ly featured delegates gyrating awkwardly to “Maca-
rena (Bayside Boys Remix)” by the Spanish pop duo 
Los del Río. Video of the Macarena still circulates 
among political diehards nearly three decades later.

Florida’s delegation played Tom Petty’s anthem to 
hard-headedness, “I Won’t Back Down,” in casting 
its delegates for Harris — a not-too-subtle jab at 
the state’s Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis. Petty was 
born in the Florida city of Gainesville. DeSantis used 
the song as the theme of his failed Republican pre-
sidential primary this cycle, and it was part of the 
name of a super PAC that spent lavishly in his losing 
cause.

Alabama, obviously, got “Sweet Home Alabama” 
by Lynyrd Skynyrd. Alaska announced their backing 
of Vice President Kamala Harris to “Feel It Still” by 
Portugal. The Man, a band from Wasilla, where Re-
publican Sarah Palin was once mayor.

Minnesota went with “1999” by Paisley Park’s own 
Prince. Indiana, with Astin by the microphone, went 
with Gary native Michael Jackson’s “Don’t Stop ‘til 
You Get Enough.” Nevada played “Mr. Brightside” 
by The Killers, the synth pop band from Las Vegas. 
Kansas went with “Carry On My Wayward Son” by 
the rock band Kansas. New Jersey went with Bruce 
Springsteen’s “Born in the USA.”

“Under one groove nothing can stop us now,” DJ 
Cassidy said over Springsteen’s anthem.

Despite the festive mood, the roll call announce-
ments did contain some serious moments. 

Under Democratic Party rules, only Harris garne-
red enough signatures to be entered into nomina-
tion. Votes for any other person or uncommitted 
votes were tallied as “present” during the virtual 
roll call earlier this month. Tuesday night’s “cele-
bratory” vote is following that earlier roll call’s vote 
total. [Abridged]


