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China-Ukraine China
urged more countries
to supportits Ukraine
peace plan yesterday,
following discussions
with Indonesia, Brazil,
and South Africa. The
plan, crafted with Brazil,
suggests a conference
involving Ukraine and
Russia to halt battlefield
expansion.

China-Canada China
yesterday accused
Canada of protectionism
after PM Trudeau's
governmentimposed a
100% tariff onimports
of Chinese-made electric
vehicles. The Chinese
Commerce Ministry said
in a statement the tariffs
would disrupt the stability
of global industrial and
supply chains.

Malaysian Former
Malaysian Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin was
charged with sedition
for allegedly questioning
the integrity of the
country's former king.
This charge stems from
comments made during
a by-election campaign,
raising significant legal
and political ramifications
in Malaysia's system of
constitutional monarchy.

Pakistan A separatist
group claimed
responsibility for attacks
that killed over 40

people. The Baluchistan
Liberation Army, asserting
no civilians were harmed,
warned of more severe
actions ahead. These
incidents occurred as
part of a conflict affecting
southwestern Pakistan.

More on backpage
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Macau residents sharply increase
mainland travel intentions compared
to pre-pandemic levels, eyeing Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangdong as top
destinations: Survey 4ps
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SAM HOU FAI ANNOUNCES
CE CANDIDACY

Top judge Sam Hou Fai will officially declare
his candidacy for Chief Executive (CE) at
apress conference scheduled for 11 a.m.
today at the Macao Science Museum. His
announcement follows his resignation
from judicial posts, effective Aug. 28, which
allows him to enter the race. Analysts
predict that if elected, Hou will maintain
the current political status quo, relying on

experienced advisors to navigate economic

challenges. The nomination period for
candidates runs from Aug. 29 to Sep. 12,
with the election set for Oct. 13.

JELLYFISH WARNING ISSUED
AT LOCAL BEACHES

The Marine and Water Bureau (DSAMA)
hasissued a warning after jellyfish were
spotted at both Hac Saand Cheoc Van

beaches, prompting the immediate posting

of yellow flags indicating that the water

is "not suitable for swimming."” Officials
urge beachgoers to avoid contact with
jellyfish, whether in the water or washed
ashore. Lifeguards are on duty daily to
assist swimmers and provide rescue
services. Visitors are encouraged to check
the Marine and Water Bureau's website or
mobile app for real-time beach conditions.
Safety remains paramount; beachgoers
are recommended to observe all posted
warnings and advice from on-site staff to
ensure a safe beach experience.

TRAFFIC ADVISORY: COTAI
ROAD CLOSURES SCHEDULED
FOR BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) announced
yesterday that Av. da Nave Desportivain
Cotai will be closed to traffic from midnight
to 6 a.m. daily, starting Aug. 30 through
Sep. 1. This closure is part of a pedestrian
bridge construction project. During these
hours, the "Cotai East/City of Dreams” bus
station will not operate. Passengers on bus
route 701X can board at the Av. Dr. Henry
Fok/C.O.D. station, while those heading to
Praca de Ferreira do Amaral should use the
"WaiLong/M.U.ST." or "Av. Do Aeroporto/
Wynn Palace” stations.

TRANSPORTATION
ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR
BACK TO SCHOOL

As the new school year approaches, local
transportation authorities are gearing up
to ensure a smooth start for students.
Ata meeting, held yesterday, involving
the Transportation Bureau (DSAT), Public
Security Police Force (PSP), and Education
and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ)
focused on enhancing bus services and
traffic management as approximately
80% of schools reopen on Sep. 2.
Additional personnel will be deployed at
busy traffic points, and bus schedules will
be adjusted to accommodate increased
demand. Key road projects are expected
to be completed by Aug. 31, minimizing
disruptions.
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CREATIVE MACAU CELEBRATES 21
YEARS WITH COLLECTIVE EXHIBITION

NADIA SHAW

REATIVE Macau marked

its 21st anniversary with
the launch of the “21st Cen-
tury Members Collective Exhi-
bition” yesterday. This exhibi-
tion highlights the artistic con-
tributions of various members
and celebrates two decades of
nurturing creativity and colla-
boration in Macau.

The exhibition, open until
Sep. 28, features a wide array of
works from artists such as Ada
Mok Keng Kio, IoKin Ng, and
Alice Leonor das Neves Costa.
The opening ceremony attrac-
ted a distinguished audience,
including Paulo de Castro, the
center’s president, and coordi-
nator Margarida Cheung.

This year’s theme, “Creative
Network in the 21st Century,”
underscores the transformati-
ve role of the internet in the art
world. Over the past 21 years,
Creative Macau has been a
platform for artists to connect,
share their work, and engage
with a wider audience.

The internet has reshaped
how artists communicate and
collaborate, enabling them to
blend diverse cultural influen-
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ces into their creations and
reach global audiences.

“Art has evolved through
various movements, from the
Renaissance to contemporary
styles, often reflecting the so-
cietal changes of their times,”
Cheung said during her ope-
ning remarks. “Today, the in-
ternet acts as a new medium,
connecting artists and audien-
ces like never before.”

The exhibition not only
showcases the talents of its
members but also highlights
the significance of community
in the creative process. Each
displayed piece represents the
unique perspectives and expe-
riences of the artists, creating a
rich tapestry of creativity that
resonates both locally and glo-
bally.

In an interview with The
Times, exhibiting artist IoKin
Ng shared her creative pro-
cess and inspiration. She often
finds solace in the quiet of the
night, working on her waterco-
lor pieces well past midnight.
Overwhelmed by the bright-
ness and activity of daytime,
she aims to create calming
works that evoke tranquili-
ty. Ng utilizes social media to
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Annabel Jackson,

connect with others who share
her late-night creative energy,
hoping her art fosters comfort
and understanding of the in-
ner child, symbolized by a boy
in her pieces—representing a
universal childhood experien-
ce.

The Times explored upco-
ming exhibitions and current
trends in the art world in a
conversation with Margarida
Cheung at the event.

Cheung hinted at the possi-
bility of another collective exhi-
bition from the Polytechnic
before the year’s end, pending
confirmation. She also men-
tioned the Short Film Festival
scheduled for late this year and
plans for one to two additional
collective exhibitions. Negotia-
tions for more exhibitions are
already underway for the next
year, ensuring a vibrant sche-
dule through mid-2025.

Cheung discussed contem-
porary art trends, particularly
the intersection of technology
and artistic expression. She
highlighted a female artist
whose work reflects feelings of
stagnation and isolation expe-
rienced during the pandemic.
The exhibition features a di-

verse range of artistic styles,
including painting and ins-
tallations.

Addressing the membership
structure of the art collective,
Cheung noted a steady influx
of new artists, providing them
with a platform to showcase
their work without the finan-
cial burdens often associated
with renting exhibition spaces.

Reflecting on her journey as
a former jewelry artist, Cheu-
ng expressed her admiration
for the arts and the courage it
takes to pursue an artistic ca-
reer. She emphasized the fi-
nancial challenges artists face
and the importance of offering
both support and encourage-
ment, which the center strives
to provide.

In addition to the exhibi-
tion, Creative Macau plans to
host various workshops and
events throughout the month
to encourage public partici-
pation and interaction with
artists. These initiatives aim
to deepen the understanding
of the creative process and the
role of art in society.

The exhibition is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Crea-
tive Macau.
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Portugal considers Macau and Portuguese

I o ®
RENATO MARQUES

ASSING through Ma-

cau in a visit that was

extended to Guang-

zhou and Hong Kong,
the Secretary of State for Portu-
guese Communities, José Cesé-
rio has said that Macau and the
Portuguese living in Macau are
a priority for the new Portugue-
se government.

Speaking on the sidelines of
a series of events held at the
Portuguese Consulate-General
yesterday evening, Cesario no-
ted that the Portuguese govern-
ment is paying attention to the
situation of Macau and of the
Portuguese and their problems,
including the high demand for
service from the Consulate and
the situation at the Macau Por-
tuguese School (EPM).

Refusing to comment on
the school, Cesério said to the
media that he would not be vi-
siting the institution this time,
but promised to return soon
for a visit “when the situation is
more peaceful.”

Questioned on what he ex-
pects from the new Chief Exe-
cutive (CE) of Macau, to be
elected later this year, the Por-
tuguese government official
said he expects no change, no-

HEALTH

RENATO MARQUES

ting that Portugal has maintai-
ned great relations with Macau
governments and with the Chi-
nese authorities, noting that
the same “good relationship” is
expected to continue.

After a first visit to Guang-
zhou on Tuesday, to take the
pulse of the new consulate, Ce-
sario was in Macau yesterday,
having had several meetings in-
cluding with the Council of the
Portuguese Communities, the
CE, Ho Iat Seng, the Portugal-
-China Chamber of Commerce

and Industry, and the Associa-
tion of Retirees and Pensioners
of Macau (Associa¢do dos Apo-
sentados, Reformados e Pen-
sionistas de Macau) as well as a
visit to the Consulate-General
of Portugal in Macau and Hong
Kong.

In the last of the events, Ce-
sario witnessed the signing of
a support contract to the lo-
cal association “Silaba” for the
production of a project that
involves learning Portuguese
language, history, and culture

through pedagogical materials;
as well as the Ceremony of
Awarding of two Communities
Medals of Merit, attributed by
the Portuguese government to
Wu Zhilei (posthumously) and
Tony da Cruz.

During the meetings with
the Council of the Portuguese
Communities and the Associa-
tion of Retirees and Pensioners
of Macau, topics said to have
been in discussion included
the waiting time for several ser-
vices at the Consulate, namely

in the SAR a priority: José Cesario

for the renewal of Portuguese
Identification Cards and Pass-
ports as well as matters related
to the update of the retirement
pensions, among others of
concern to the community.

According to information
from the Council of the Por-
tuguese Communities, Ceséa-
rio accepted that the services
of the consulate-general need
to improve and indicated that
changes have been ongoing
and that more will come soon.
He also called for time to enfor-
ce the new plans and measures
that have already been deci-
ded, noting that these changes
need time for implementation
and to prove themselves effec-
tive.

Today, Cesario will conti-
nue his tour through several
institutions of the Portugue-
se matrix including the BNU
Bank, the Holy House of Mercy,
Orient Foundation, and Inter-
national Institute of Macau.

For tomorrow, the Secretary
of State for Portuguese Com-
munities has scheduled a visit
to the University of Saint Jose-
ph in the morning, traveling in
the afternoon to the neighbo-
ring region of Hong Kong for
a series of events at the Club
Lusitano.

Mosquito activity leads to
growing risk of Dengue fever

VICTORIA CHAN

HE Health Bureau

(SSM) has issued a
warning over the rising
threat of a dengue fever
outbreak, as mosquito
breeding has surged to
higher levels across the
region.

The warning comes as
the mosquito propaga-
tion rate in Macau rea-
ched 59.8% in July, a le-
vel higher than the same
period last year. This
“demonstrates a wide
distribution of ‘Aedes Al-
bopictus’ mosquitoes in
Macau and a high risk of
spreading dengue fever,”
the authorities said.

The dengue fever si-
tuation has also been
described as “very se-
rious” in several coun-
tries or regions in Sou-

theast Asia, with soaring
case counts reported in
Singapore, Malaysia, and
Vietnam, with a 44% rise
in cases compared to
last year. In neighboring
Guangdong province, the
first local case was detec-
ted in Zhuhai City on Aug.
1, while Hong Kong has
reported 51 cases, inclu-
ding four local transmis-
sions.

To combat the issue,
the bureau has stepped
up efforts, including
doubling the frequency
of larvicidal oil appli-
cation in drains and in-
creasing chemical mos-
quito spraying in high-
-risk areas. However, the
health services empha-
size that an integrated
approach is needed, with
the public playing a cru-
cial role.

“The prevention and
treatment of mosquito
proliferation must be car-
ried out in an integrated
manner, with the elimi-
nation of the sources of
proliferation being the
most effective measure,”
they said.

Residents are urged to
maintain environmental
hygiene, eliminate stag-
nant water, use mosquito
nets or air conditioning,
and seek medical atten-
tion immediately if they
suspect dengue fever
symptoms.

“The Health Bureau
urges residents to rein-
force mosquito preven-
tion measures and seek
medical advice as soon
as possible if they present
suspicious symptoms,”
the authorities said in a
statement.

MR TTERE
SFEMERS
Colobration of
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GOV'T LAUNCHES WEBSITE SOLELY

DEDICATED TO 25TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE HANDOVER

HE government has launched a websi-
te dedicated to the celebration of 25th
anniversary of the Macau handover.

Titled “Celebration of the 25th Anni-
versary of the Establishment of the Macau
Special Administrative Region (MSAR),” the
website, coordinated by the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) is said to have been established
to “concentrate in one place all the infor-
mation related to the ‘Celebration of the
25th Anniversary of the Establishment of
the MSAR’,” as well as to “simplify the con-
sultation of the related information by resi-
dents and tourists.”

The interface supports three languages,

including the official languages and En-
glish.

The website gathers information on
the latest related news, pictures, videos,
and live broadcasts, among other things.
More information on the comme-
morative activities will be published
in the “Events” section of the web-
site in due course, IC announced.
Residents and tourists can browse the we-
bsite and, through it, participate in the va-
rious activities and share them on social
media, helping to further promote them.

The website is already available at
www.macaoz25.gov.mo.RM
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SURVEY: RESIDENTS SHOW INCREASED

kv

INTEREST IN MAINLAND TRAVEL

LYNZY VALLES

qing, Guizhou, and Tibet.

Questionnaire data, which primary motivations, with over

survey shows that Beijing,

hanghai, and Guangdong
province emerged as the top
three most popular destinations
among Macau and Hong Kong
residents.

Conducted by the Asian Tou-
rism Exchange Center, the survey
revealed that other up-and-co-
ming hotspots include Chong-

This diversification is partly
fueled by reduced international
travel options and savvy main-
land tourism promotion.

Though the pandemic dis-
rupted travel in 2020 to 2022, the
numbers have started to rebou-
nd - Hong Kong has recovered to
at least 93.7% of 2019 levels, and
Macau has increased by over
20%.

involved 1,160 valid question-
naires, indicates that about half
of respondents from both cities
expect to travel to the mainland
more often than in 2019, driven
by pent-up demand, the appeal
of China’s cultural attractions,
and the favorable Hong Kong
dollar exchange rate.
Sightseeing, healthcare, sho-
pping, and leisure remain the

80% of travelers citing these as
their main purposes. Notably,
visiting friends and family cons-
titutes a relatively small portion
of trips.

Meanwhile, the survey has
revealed striking differences in
the travel patterns of Hong Kong
and Macau residents to main-
land China over the past year.

Data shows that 61% of Ma-

CRIME

cau residents and more than
82% of Hong Kong residents ex-
pect to visit the mainland one to
10 times.

In 2019, Macau residents visi-
ted 40.4 times on average, while
Hong Kong residents visited the
mainland an average of 10.7 ti-
mes.

Compared to 2019, the num-
ber of Hong Kong visitors to the
mainland has recovered to at
least 93.7% as of May 2024. For
Macau, the number has increa-
sed by more than 20% over the
same period.

Moreover, according to the
survey, the information-gathe-
ring habits of the two popula-
tions differ — 29% of Macau re-
sidents trust recommendations
from family and friends, while
26% of Hong Kong travelers rely
on TV programs.

Travel agencies also play a sig-
nificant role, with 24% to 37% of
travelers booking through group
tours and other agency services.

According to data from the
Macau Hong Kong SAR govern-
ments, travel to mainland Chi-
na through agency services has
surged in the first five months
of 2024. During this period, a
total of 150,000 Macau residen-
ts traveled to the mainland via
travel agencies. Of these, 47,000
Macau residents participated in
group tours — an 80.7% increase
from the same period in 2023.
Moreover, 31,000 of these group
tourists visited Guangdong Pro-
vince specifically.

Despite the surge in main-
land visits, the survey shows
that Macau and Hong Kong resi-
dents still face challenges in trip
planning, unfamiliarity with lo-
cations, and booking tickets for
attractions.

Fraudulent BOC text scheme scams over MOP74,000

IX Macau residents

lost over MOP74,000
to credit card theft stem-
ming from fake “Bank of
China” phishing websites
between Jan. 24 to 27, Ju-
diciary Police (P]) reported
yesterday.

According to police,
three men and three wo-
men received text messa-
ges claiming their points
were expiring, tricking
them to enter credit card
information into fraudu-
lent Bank of China web-
sites. During the process,
victims were enticed to en-
ter credit card details and
exchange points for cheap
gifts, allowing scammers
to steal the cards and
make unauthorized large
purchases.

One of the larger cases
involved a young woman

who had 6.93 million in
Tanzanian currency sto-
len, equivalent to about
MOP22,000.

PJ has identified this as
the first instance where
fraudsters have posed as
the “Bank of China” and
sent random fake messa-
ges to citizens, a concer-
ning trend that has also
seen the emergence of si-
milar phishing scams from
other large companies.

To prevent further inci-
dents, with fake SMS mes-
sages impersonating large
companies on the rise, PJ
Fraud Prevention Coordi-
nation Center warns citi-
zens not to click unknown
links, carefully verify we-
bsite authenticity when
providing personal details,
and use the “Anti-Scam”
app or hotlines if uncer-

tain. Citizens are advised
to be vigilant of phishing
attempts via text.

In a different case, the
Public Prosecutions Offi-
ce (MP) announced that
three Hong Kong men have
been detained in connec-
tion with a phone scam
that defrauded an elderly
Macau citizen of approxi-
mately MOP150,000.

According to authori-
ties, the scheme involved
dividing the criminal la-
bor.

One suspect first called
the victim, posing as the
victim’s son-in-law. The
imposter claimed to have
been arrested for drunk
driving and in need of bail
money.

The victim withdrew
the funds from the bank
and handed them over to

a second suspect, who had
posed as a legal assistant.
Becoming suspicious, the
victim then verified the
story with his actual son-
-in-law, thereby exposing
the scam.

The MP urges the pu-
blic to always verify the
authenticity of calls or
messages, and never pro-
vide money or make fund
transfers to strangers.

Last week, the PJ re-
ported that the three men
were directed by a telecom
fraud group, operating un-
der the guise of a “guess
who I am” scheme, to tra-
vel to Macau. Their task
was to collect MOP150,000
from an elderly local wo-
man, with the promise of
receiving a commission
ranging from MOP3,000 to
MOP5,000 each. vC
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Labor shortage in Q2 drives up

demand for manpower

RENATO MARQUES ol v AR

E survey on manpower needs

and wages for the second quar-

ter (Q2) of 2024 has shown that the

demand for manpower continued

to increase amid the recovery of

the local economy, the Statistics

and Census Service (DSEC) said in
arelease note.

According to the survey that
covered Wholesale & Retail Trade;
Transport, Storage & Communica-
tions; Security Activities, and Pu-
blic Sewage & Refuse Disposal Acti-
vities, at the end of Q2, the number
of persons engaged in Wholesale &
Retail Trade (68,846) grew by 7.7%

year-on-year, with those working in
Retail trade (44,013) rising by 8.9%.
Concurrently, the number of per-
sons engaged in the Transport,

Storage & Communications sec-
tor (14,505), Security Activities
(13,033), and Public Sewage & Re-
fuse Disposal Activities (964) also

went up by 0.8%, 1.9%, and 2%,
respectively.

At the end of this period, the
average earnings (excluding irre-
gular remuneration) of full-time
employees in Security Activities
rose by 9.2% y-o0-y to an average
of MOP13,550. This was justified
mainly by the increases in salaries
and working hours.

In addition, earnings of those
in the Transport, Storage & Com-
munications sector, and Public
Sewage & Refuse Disposal Activi-
ties went up by 3.5% to MOP21,990
and 3% to MOP19,740 respectively.

On the other hand, the earnings
of those engaged in Wholesale &

GAMING

SIM Holdings

reports 47% rise in
H1 revenues

LYNZY VALLES

ASINO operator SJM Hol-

dings has announced a sig-
nificant increase in net revenue
for the first half of 2024, repor-
ting a year-on-year growth ex-
ceeding 47%, along with a 50%
rise in gross gaming revenue
(GGR).

The results were cited in an
unaudited statement released
yesterday, revealing that the
total net revenue for the first
half reached HKD13.8 billion,

compared to HKD9.36 billion
during the same time frame in
2023.

When evaluating the resul-
ts against the same period in
2019, the figures indicate a re-
covery of 81%.

The “hotel, catering, retail
and leasing operations” seg-
ment also posted a promising
growth of 35.7% in revenue,
vis-a-vis the last six months
of 2023. The average occu-
pancy rate for the period was
94.2%, and 85.9% for the last

six months of 2023.

Daisy Ho, chairman of SJM
Holdings Limited and mana-
ging director of SJM Resorts,
S.A., remarked: “Throughout
the first half of 2024, the Group
made significant progress in
both gaming and non-gaming
sectors, achieving steady grow-
th through continuous innova-
tion and service optimization.

“Moving into the latter part
of the year, we will intensify our
efforts to broaden our food and
beverage portfolio, launching
a variety of new destination
dining outlets and exclusive
gastronomic events, alongside
advancing the initial phase of
the Kam Pek Market revitaliza-
tion plan,” she added.

The gaming operator added
it will be hosting various bran-
ded sporting competitions, in
the realms of wushu, golf, and
tennis.

CRIME

1.6% to an average of MOP14,570
per month.

Regarding job post vacancies at
the end of Q2, the Retail Trade had
some 1,627 vacant posts, a figure
that represented a decrease of 911
y-0-y. The same sector showed a
job vacancy rate of 4.3%, an em-
ployee recruitment rate of 3.9%,
and an employee turnover rate
of 6.1%, dropping by 2.9, 2.1, and
0.1%, respectively. This result im-
plies that the vacant posts in Retail
Trade have been gradually filled
over the past year.

As for the Transport, Storage
& Communications sector, the
number of job vacancies was 913,
increasing by 128; the job vacan-
cy rate was 6.5%, the employee
recruitment rate 8.6%, and the
employee turnover rate was 9.2%,
showing respective growth by 0.7,
2.3 and 3.4%. These figures indica-
te that at the end of June this year
there were still many vacant job
posts to be filled in the sector.

P] WARNS NEW SCAM RELATED
TO GALA OF CHINA OLYMPIC

ATHLETES

RENATO MARQUES

HE Judiciary Police (P]) has

issued a warning about a
new online scam exploiting the
upcoming gala event, “Our Pri-
de! — Meeting with the National
Olympic Athletes Delegation in
Macau,” scheduled to take place
at the East Asian Games Dome
on Sept. 1.

According to the PJ, a new
fraudulent scheme that offers ti-
ckets for this event has emerged.

The PJ has reminded the pu-
blic tickets for the gala event are
distributed free of charge by the
Sports Bureau solely through
the official channels.

Police urged the public to
avoid scams involving the sale of
tickets from unknown sources.

They also reminded citizens
these tickets are non-transfera-
ble and cannot be sold, exchan-
ged, or transferred to anyone
other than the original reci-
pient, who obtained the ticket
through the official lucky draw
system.

Fraud and unlawful sales of
event tickets is common in Ma-
cau, especially during major lo-
cal organized events.

The PJ has reported losses
amounting to tens of thousands
of patacas in similar scams, es-
pecially those involving concerts.

CORPORATE BITS

Sands participates in ‘Macao Week in Shaanxi-Xi’an’

22 to
accommodation, shopping,
entertainment and
meeting options to tourism
professionals and partners.
Attendees
developing tourism and
convention industries in
Macau and Shaanxi.

The
Macau

Sands Resorts Macau
participated in the 'Macao
Week in  Shaanxi-Xi'an'
mega roadshow through
Aug. 26 to promote
Macau's tourism offerings
and experiences available

its

resorts

introduce dining,

discussed

Sands Resorts
booth spotlights
European-inspired
- The Venetian

of around 500 community
members turned out to su-
pport the 75 performers.

Melco Chairman and CEO
Lawrence Ho said it was "a
joy to see our [older folk]
enjoying themselves." Chan
Ka Leong, director-general
of UGAMM, said the event
aimed to “strengthen the
gathering of [senior]s in
Macau, to showcase their
talent, vitality, and vibrant
style.”

Melco’s elderly talent show brings joy case their talents. A crowd

at its properties. The
event aimed to diversify
Macau's tourism market
and attract more visitors
from Shaanxi.
A product
was also held on Aug.

seminar

Macao, The Parisian Macao
and The Londoner Macao
- with iconic displays
and performances that
transport guests to Britain.
Visitors  explored  the
properties on a large LED
screen, collect souvenirs
and enter prize drawings.

A total of nine performan-
ce teams took to the stage
at Melco Resorts & Enter-
tainment's City of Dreams
recently to participate in
the "Melco Simple Acts of
Kindness 2024 - Elderly Got

Talent” event.

The show, co-organized
by Melco and the General
Union of Neighbourhood
Associations of Macau,
aimed to provide seniors
an opportunity to show-

The diverse performan-
ces included dramas,
cheongsam shows, sign
language songs, dances
and more. Participants ex-
pressed elements of pa-
triotism and love for Macau
through their passionate
performances.
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US national security adviser visits Beijing
in a bid to manage strained relations

top White House official

has arrived in China for

talks on a relationship

hat has been severely
tested during President Joe Bi-
den’s term in office.

Jake Sullivan, the national se-
curity adviser, has been Biden’s
point person for often unannou-
nced talks with the Communist
Party’s top foreign policy official
to try to manage the growing di-
fferences between Washington
and Beijing.

On landing, Sullivan was gree-
ted by Yang Tao, the Chinese fo-
reign ministry’s chief for the Nor-
th America and Oceanian depart-
ment, and the U.S. ambassador to
China, Nicholas Burns.

The goal of Sullivan's visit,
which lasts through Thursday;, is
limited — to try to maintain com-
munication in a relationship that
broke down for the better part of a
year in 2022-23 and was only nur-
sed back over several months.

No major announcements are

o
[
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I
o
o
<

White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan (right) talks with U.S. Ambassador to
China Nicholas Burns upon arriving at the Beijing airport, yesterday

expected, though Sullivan’s mee-
tings could lay the groundwork
for a possible final summit with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping before
Biden steps down in January.
Sullivan will hold talks with
Wang i, the foreign minister who
also holds the more senior title
of the director of the Communist

Party’s Central Foreign Affairs
Commission Office.

It's unusual to hold both posi-
tions. Wang had initially stepped
down as foreign minister, but he
returned about seven months la-
ter, in July 2023, after his succes-
sor was removed for reasons that
have not been made public.

The Biden administration
has taken a tough line on China,
viewing it as a strategic compe-
titor, restricting the access of its
companies to advanced techno-
logy and confronting the rising
power as it seeks to exert influen-
ce over Taiwan and the South Chi-
na Sea.

Already frosty relations went
into a deep freeze after then-S-
peaker of the House Nancy Pelo-
si, a senior U.S. lawmaker, visited
Taiwan in August 2022. Hopes of
restoring ties were dashed the
following February when a sus-
pected Chinese spy balloon drif-
ted across the United States be-
fore being shot down by the U.S.
military.

At a meeting between Sulli-
van and Wang in Vienna in May
2023, the two countries launched
a delicate process of putting re-
lations back on track. Since than,
they have met two more times in
a third country, Malta and Thai-
land. This week will mark their
first talks in Beijing.

China’s Foreign Ministry said
this week that relations with the
U.S. remain at “a critical junc-
ture.” It noted that the two sides
are talking on climate and other
issues, but it accused the U.S. of
continuing to constrain and su-
ppress China. MDT/AP

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Philippine defense chief calls for
'stronger censure’ over China's actions

HE Philippine defen-

se chief said yesterday
that China is “the biggest
disruptor” of peace in Sou-
theast Asia and called for
stronger international cen-
sure over its “aggression in
the South China Sea,” a day
after China blocked Phili-
ppine vessels from delive-
ring food to a Coast Guard
ship at the Sabina Shoal.

Defense Secretary Gil-
berto Teodoro Jr. spoke at
an international military
conference organized in
Manila by the U.S. Indo-
-Pacific Command amid a
spike in clashes between
China and the Philippines
in the disputed South China
Sea and in its airspace. The
conference was attended by
military officials and senior
diplomats from the U.S.
and allied countries.

He later told reporters on
the sidelines of the confe-
rence that international sta-
tements of concern against
China’s increasingly asser-
tive actions in the disputed
waters and elsewhere were
“not enough.”

“The antidote is a stron-
ger collective multilate-
ral action against China,”
Teodoro said, adding that
diplomats and defense offi-
cials should determine tho-
se stronger steps.

Pressed by reporters to
be more specific, Teodoro
said a U.N. Security Cou-
ncil resolution condem-
ning and ordering a stop to
Chinese acts of aggression
would be a strong step but
acknowledged the difficulty
of pursuing that. “The wor-
1d is not that perfect,” Teo-
doro said.

There was no immediate
reaction from Chinese offi-
cials.

China, like its geopoliti-
cal rival the U.S,, is one of
the five permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security
Council and has power to
veto such an adversarial
step.

The Association of Sou-
theast Asian Nations has
paid “attention” to Chi-
na’s aggressive actions but
should do much more,
Teodoro said. The 10-na-

AP PHOTO
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Philippine Defense Secretary Gilbe oLTeodoro‘Jr.

tion Southeast Asian bloc
includes the Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia and
Brunei, which have South
China Sea claims that over-
lap with each other, as well
as China’s and Taiwan’s.
“ASEAN, to remain rele-
vant and credible, cannot
continue to ignore what
China is doing in the South
China Sea,” Teodoro said.
In the latest incident in
the South China Sea, Phi-
lippine officials said China
deployed “an excessive for-
ce” of 40 ships that blocked
two Philippine vessels from
delivering food and other
supplies to Manila’s largest
coast guard ship in the dis-
puted Sabina Shoal in the

latest flare-up of their ter-
ritorial disputes in the busy
sea passage.

China and the Philippi-
nes blamed each other for
the confrontation on Mon-
day in Sabina Shoal, an uni-
nhabited atoll both coun-
tries claim that has become
the latest flashpoint in the
Spratlys, the most hotly
disputed region of the sea
passage that is a key global
trade and security route.

China and the Philippi-
nes have separately de-
ployed coast guard ships to
Sabina in recent months on
suspicion the other may act
to take control of and bui-
Id structures in the fishing
atoll.

The hostilities have par-
ticularly intensified be-
tween China and the Phili-
ppines since last year and
Monday’s  confrontation
was the sixth the two sides
have reported in the high
seas and in the air. The con-
frontations have sparked
concerns of a larger con-
flict that could involved the
United States, the longtime
treaty ally of the Philippi-
nes.

Sabina is near the Se-
cond Thomas Shoal, ano-
ther flashpoint where Chi-
na has hampered the Phi-
lippine delivery of supplies
for Filipino forces aboard a
long-grounded navy ship,
the BRP Sierra Madre. Last
month, China and the Phi-
lippines reached an agree-
ment to prevent increasin-
gly hostile confrontations
at the Second Thomas
Shoal, allowing a Philippine
vessel to deliver food su-
pplies a week later without
any hostilities.

The Philippine coast
guard said Chinese coast
guard and navy ships, along
with 31 suspected militia
vessels, illegally obstructed
the delivery, which inclu-
ding an ice cream treat for
the personnel aboard the
BRP Teresa Magbanua as
the Philippines marked Na-
tional Heroes’ Day on Mon-
day.

In Beijing, China’s coast
guard said that it took con-
trol measures against two
Philippine coast guard
ships that “intruded” into
waters near the Sabina
Shoal. It said in a statement
that the Philippine ships
escalated the situation by
repeatedly approaching a
Chinese coast guard ship.
The Chinese coast guard
did not say what control
measures it took.

China has rapidly ex-
panded its military and
has become increasingly
assertive in pursuing its
territorial claims in the
South China Sea, which
Beijing claims virtually in
its entirety. The tensions
have led to more frequent
confrontations, primarily
with the Philippines, thou-
gh the longtime territorial
disputes also involve other
claimants, including Viet-
nam, Taiwan, Malaysia and
Brunei.

Japan’s government also
protested to Beijing yester-
day, saying that a Chinese
reconnaissance plane vio-
lated its airspace and forced
it to scramble fighter jets.

Sabina Shoal lies about
140 kilometers west of the
Philippine province of Pa-
lawan, in the internatio-
nally recognized exclusive
economic zone of the Phili-
ppines. MDT/AP
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TONGA | PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM

How a summit for the world’s tiniest
nations became a global draw

CHARLOTTE
GRAHAM-MCLAY,
NUKUALOFA

S leaders of Paci-

fic nations were

welcomed to their

nual meeting in

Nuku’alofa, Tonga, yester-

day [Macau time], they were

greeted first by torrential

rain and then by an earth-
quake.

The magnitude 6.9 quake
was deep enough not to
cause damage, but the long
shudder and ankle-deep
water served as a reminder
of the natural vulnerabili-
ties of many of the mem-
ber countries of the Pacific
Islands Forum, who are lo-
cked in an existential stru-
ggle for economic and envi-
ronmental survival.

It also underscored the
tension at the heart of an
event that once barely cap-
tured the worlds notice
and now draws delegations
from dozens of countries
across the globe — the
way a fierce skirmish for
geopolitical influence in
the South Pacific among
major powers further afield
threatens to overtake local
concerns, often to island
leaders’ dismay.

“We don't want them to
fight in our backyard here.
Take that elsewhere,” Baron
Wagqa, the forum’s secretary-
-general and a former pre-
sident of Nauru, told repor-
ters last month.

Still, there are more than
1,500 delegates from more
than 40 countries at this
year's meeting of Pacific
member states, all hoping
to further their agendas in
a region where oceans, re-
sources and strategic power
have grown increasingly
contested.

Founded in 1971, the Pa-
cific Islands Forum brings
together 18 member states
to discuss and coordinate
responses to the issues con-
fronting a remote and diver-
se region, who know that
their countries — with po-
pulations as small as 1,500
people — attract more noti-
ce on the global stage when
they speak with one voice.
Its leaders — from Pacific Is-
land nations, some of them
among the world’s most
imperiled by rising seas, as
well as Australia and New

AP PHOTO
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eaders assemble for a photo at the open

) -

ing of the annual Paific Islands Forum leaders meeting in Nuku’alofa, Tonga

Zealand — have long been
at the forefront of urging ac-
tion on climate change.

For the first few decades
of the forum’s existence,
the annual meetings of its
leaders largely escaped wi-
der notice. In recent years
that has changed, regular
forum-goers say: China’s
campaign of aid, diploma-
cy and security agreements
with leaders across the Pa-
cific has prompted a rapid
expansion of the size and
scope of the organization
and its meetings.

This week’s summit fea-
tures the forum’s largest
ever delegation from China
and a sizeable deputation
from the United States, led
by Deputy Secretary of State
Kurt Campbell.

Both  countries are
among 21 “dialogue part-
ners” — a group of nations
with interest in the region —
in the forum. There is a wai-
ting list for entry, but appli-
cations are currently closed
while the forum reviews its
structure. Observers said
that a tiered system — re-
flecting partners’ genuine
interests and involvement
in the Pacific — was a pos-
sibility.

“We've been mindful
that our region is of great
interest from a geopolitical
perspective over the last few
years or so,” Mark Brown,
the Cook Islands prime mi-
nister and outgoing chair of
the forum, told Islands Bu-
siness this month. “But the
security issues that are seen
by our bigger development
partners are not the same
security issues that we con-

sider as important.”

Where large powers
might attend the forum
seeking to curry influence
while undermining others’
sway, the focus of the re-
gion's leaders sits squarely
where it always has been:
the perils of climate change
and rapidly rising seas.

Reminders are
everywhere in the Tongan
capital, Nuku’alofa — me-
tal water bottles supplied
as keepsakes to delegates
are labeled “one less plastic
bottle,” but at each meeting
and meal, plastic bottles of
water are distributed. Rising
seas and natural disasters,
as in many Pacific Island
nations, have contaminated
rainwater and groundwater
and made them unsafe to
drink.

This year, the topic has
another champion — the
United Nations secretary-
-general, Anténio Guter-
res, who in a speech at the
opening ceremony decried
“humanity treating the sea
like a sewer” and applau-
ded Pacific leaders and
young people for declaring
a climate emergency and
calling for action.

Some leaders tried to
bring pressing issues at
home to center stage: The
Tongan prime minister and
incoming forum chair, Siao-
si Sovaleni, spoke yesterday
of the health and educa-
tion challenges confronting
his country — and echoed
throughout the Pacific.

Other topics include the
legacy of nuclear horrors in
the region, the cost of living
and debt, and regional se-

curity — including a Pacific
police training center sche-
duled for construction in
Brisbane, Australia, that is
seen as a direct challenge to
China’s eagerness to equip
the law enforcement agen-
cies of some island nations.

Fiji's prime minister,
Sitiveni Rabuka, in June
referred to the confluence
of problems — also inclu-
ding transnational drug
trafficking in his assess-
ment — as a “polycrisis,”
with each challenge exa-

cerbating others.

But the Forum’s most
fraught matter is likely to be
the ongoing unrest in New
Caledonia. Deadly violence
flared in the French territory
in May over a longstanding
independence movement
and Paris’ efforts to quashit.
A failed attempt by Pacific
leaders to visit the capital,
Noumea, ahead of the sum-
mit has further inflamed
tensions.

Longtime forum wat-
chers say the test for ma-
jor powers at the event is
whether their leaders can
engage in the “Pacific way,”
a kind of humble consen-
sus politics that centers on
relationships and holds at
its heart the idea of the so-
-called Blue Pacific family
— island nations linked by
shared culture and heritage,
and distinct from the wider
Indo-Pacific, whose interes-
ts are seen as more dispara-
te and remote. MDT/AP
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GERMANY

Elections in eastern states
could make life harder for
Black migrants

KIRSTEN GRIESHABER,
ERFURT

T was a balmy summer

night in 2020, shortly after

the lifting of Germany’s

first COVID-19 lockdown,
and Omar Diallo and two
friends from his home country
of Guinea wanted to celebrate
Eid al-Adha, the Muslim festival
of sacrifice.

“We were enjoying life,
playing music, walking throu-
gh the city at night — we just
wanted to be together again
and have a good time,” Diallo,
22, told The Associated Press
in Erfurt, in the eastern state of
Thuringia.

He was not prepared for how
the day would end. Sudden-
ly Diallo and his friends were
confronted by three black-clad
white men.

“They were shouting: ‘What
do you want here, f—— fo-
reigners, get out’!” Diallo re-
membered.

“First there were three, then
five, seven — they were surrou-
nding us from all sides. We cou-
ldn't run away, and then they
started chasing us,” he said.

At some point Diallo mana-
ged to call the police, and when
the officers finally arrived, the
attackers ran away. One of his
friends was beaten up so badly
that he had to be hospitalized.

“I simply tried to survive,”
Diallo said. “I hadn't done any-
thing wrong. It all happened
only because of my skin color.”

Being Black in Germany has
always meant exposure to ra-
cism, from everyday humilia-
tions to deadly attacks. In eas-
tern Germany, the risk can be
even greater.

After World War II, West
Germany became a democra-
tic, diverse society but in East
Germany, which was run by a
communist dictatorship until
the end of 1989, residents ba-
rely had any contact with peo-
ple of different ethnicities and
were not allowed to travel freely
abroad.

Experts say that specifically
in Thuringia, radical far-right
forces have created an envi-
ronment that’s hostile toward
minorities, including Black
people.

Now, with the rise of the far-
-right Alternative for Germany,
or AfD, Black Germans and

AP PHOTO

Omar Diallo, a 22-year-old migrant from Guinea poses for a portrait near a dilapidated storage building where he

and two friends were hunted and beaten up in 2020, in Erfurt

African migrants like Diallo are
growing increasingly concer-
ned.

Thuringia, which has a po-
pulation of 2.1 million,holds
state elections on Sept. 1, and
the fiercely anti-immigration
AfD is leading the polls, on 30%.

In 2023, the NGO Ezra, whi-
ch helps victims of far-right,
racist and antisemitic violence,
documented 85 racist attacks
in Thuringia, down only slightly
from 88 attacks in 2022, which
Ezra described as “an all-time
high of right-wing and racist
violence” in the state.

“In recent years, an extreme
right-wing movement has for-
med in Thuringia, which has
contributed to a noticeable
ideological radicalization of its
followers. Politically, the Alter-
native for Germany party is the
main beneficiary,” Ezra and a
consortium of organizations
tracking racism wrote in their
annual report.

AfD’s Thuringia branch is
particularly radical and was put
under official surveillance by
the domestic intelligence ser-
vice four years ago as a “proven
right-wing extremist” group.

“Authoritarian and populist
forces, which are becoming
very strong here now, harbor a
great danger in Thuringia,” says
Doreen Denstaedt, Thuringia’s
minister for migration, justice
and consumer protection.

Denstaedt, the daughter of a
Black father from Tanzania and
a white German mother, was
born and grew up in Thuringia.

The 46-year-old member
of the Green party said that
growing up in Communist East
Germany, she was “always the
only Black child.” As a teena-
ger, she was never allowed to
go home on her own because of
therisk of racist attacks, and she
sometimes suffered racist slurs
in her school.

“I actually experienced my-
self that people called me a fo-
reigner, which really confused
me at first, because I was born
in Saalfeld” in Thuringia, Dens-
taedt said.

She fears that in the current
political climate, racist narrati-
ves will become acceptable in
the middle of society.

“My biggest concern is that
people do not question (these
prejudices), especially if they
are not affected themselves,”
she said.

Its not exactly clear how
many Black people live in Ger-
many nowadays, as different
ethnicities are not documented
in official statistics, but estima-
tes put the number of people of
African descent at 1.27 million.
More than 70% were born in
Germany, according to Me-
diendienst Integration, which
tracks migration issues in the
country.

Germany’s history of racial
discrimination begins long
before the Nazis began exclu-
ding, deporting and ultimately
murdering Black people in the
1930s and 1940s.

The German Empire held
numerous colonies in Africa
from 1884 until the end of Wor-
ld War 1. These included terri-
tories in present-day Tanzania,
Burundi, Rwanda, Namibia,
Cameroon, Togo and Ghana.

The German government
has only recently started
dealing with the injustices
committed during that period.
In 2021, President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier called on Germans
to face the country’s cruel colo-
nial past, and in 2023, he apolo-
gized for colonial-era killings in
Tanzania over a century ago.

Daniel Egbe, a 58-year-old
chemist from Cameroon who
moved to Thuringia in 1994 to
study, says he’s shocked how li-
ttle Germans know about their
colonial history. He says this
ignorance may also factor into
the unequal treatment of Black
people.

“I've been teaching classes in
school,” Egbe told the AP, “T tell
them a bit about myself and es-
pecially the fact that Cameroon
was a German colony. Many
students don't know anything
about Africa or about the Ger-
man past and it must be put on
the map.” MDT/AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in hlStO!!@
1963 KING'S DREAM FOR
RACIAL HARMONY

The fight for racial equality in the United Sta-
tes moved a step closer to victory today as
Martin Luther King spoke of his dream for free-
dominanaddress to thousands of Americans.

Reverend King was greeted with rapturous
applause as he delivered his heart-felt words
to a 250,000-strong crowd of civil rights pro-
testers at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington
DC.

He spoke of the need "to rise from the dark
and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit
path of racial justice".

He promised that the struggle for equality
would continue until "justice rolls down like wa-
ters and righteousness like a mighty stream”.

Rev King, who has worked tirelessly for an
end to racial discrimination through non-vio-
lent means, spoke repeatedly of his dream for
equality.

“lhave adream,” he said. " have a dream that
my four little children willone day live ina nation
where they will not be judged by the colour of
their skin but by the content of their character.

‘I have a dream today.

‘I have a dream that one day every valley
shall be engulfed, every hill shall be exalted and
every mountain shall be made low, the rough
places willbe made plains and the crooked pla-
ces will be made straight and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it
together.”

Dr King, who is president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) first
came to prominence in 1955 when he led a
382-day bus boycott in an attempt to end se-
gregation on city buses.

Since then he has endured numerous arres-
ts, violent harrassment and a bomb attack on
his home.

But his struggle continues and it is believed
today's speech will have a lasting impact on all
who heard it.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The Rev Martin Luther King spearheaded
the campaign against segregation and racial
discrimination in the United States.

But his crusade was cut dramatically short,
when he was assassinated on 4 April 1968
in the southern US city of Memphis, Ten-
nessee, aged 39.

He was shot in the neck by a rifle bullet as
he stood on a balcony from where he was
to lead a march of sanitation workers pro-
testing against low wages and poor working
conditions

James Earl Ray was convicted of his murder
and sentenced to 99 years in prison.

But he later retracted his confession and
said he had been only a minor player in a
conspiracy.

However, his appeals for a new trial were
rejected and he died in prisonin 1998.
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INFOTAINMENT

YOUR STARS

O Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Focus on practical communications.
Make and keep appointments.
Look for the truth hiding behind
an illusion. Grab a lucky break.
Sign contracts. File papers.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

A personal project could seem
stuck. Keep advancing Steady
routines produce long-term results.
Your heart gets pulled in another
direction. Catch a lucky chance.

I Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Gather to strategize team priorities.
Share and connect for a wider view
during ongoing changes. Provide
a stabilizing influence. Focus on
shared objectives.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Mold travel plans into reality
by making reservations and
appointments. Research and plan
to reduce risk and expense. Create
your agenda.

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Strategize with your partner to
adapt around recent changes.
Discover hidden opportunities for

collaboration.  Figure out what
really matters. Intuition guides you.

Q Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Share support through tough times.
Things could seem chaotic. Avoid
fantasies and illusions. Disruptive
changes offer new opportunities.
Discover love in unexpected places.

ARIES

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

TAURUS

@ Apr. 20-May. 20

Changes could leave a chaotic
mess. A \”bargain\” could have
hidden costs. Spontaneous action
can land a lucrative opportunity.
Quickly evaluate and launch.

@ CANCER

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Find a quiet spot to decompress.
Postpone overstimulating

activities and get some down time.
Others may want your attention,
though. Postpone what you can.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

A professional spotlight illuminates
your work. Words can deceive; run
a reality check. Prepare and polish
your presentation before showing.
Dress to impress.

VIRGO

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

necessitate  budget

Changes
revisions. Join forces with another
for funding, Sort true opportunities
from empty talk. Quick action can
net a lucrative prize.

@ CAPRICORN
Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Keep advancing your health
and fitness goals, even when
enthusiasm  fades. Long-term
improvements take regular, small
steps.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Focus on maintaining domestic
harmony. Despite changes, keep
cleaning messes. Stay current with
chores or risk overwhelm. Discover
unexpected treasure.

PISCES

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

CROSSWORDS

1- One way to run; 5- Decorative case; 9- Summer shirts; 13- Impoverished:;
14- The brainy bunch; 16- Describes a gently cooked steak; 17- Judith” composer; 18-
Kettand James; 19- Arguing; 20- Paper quantity; 21- Vintage car; 22- Capital of Cuba; 24-
Falls behind; 26- Will-__-wisp; 27- Pop up; 29- Preacher or ethicist; 33- Paradises; 34-
Joel's "Cabaret” costar; 35- Winter fall; 36- Seed of a legume; 37- Medium of exchange;
38- Chiang_-shek; 39- Ailments of body or society; 41- Second hand, took advantage
of; 42- Severe; 44- College grounds; 46- Guides; 47- ___'acte (intermission); 48- Not
strong; 49- Gum arabic source; 52- Blubber; 53- "__ quam videri" (North Carolina's
motto); 57- Ricky's portrayer; 58- Way to cook; 60- Hurler Hershiser; 61- Thought; 62-
“Inferno” writer; 63- Salt Lake City students; 64~ Kind of ticket; 65- Visionary; 66- | did it!;

1- On _ with; 2- Oliver Twist's request; 3- A Chaplin; 4- Citadel of Moscow;
5- Come out; 6- French beans?; 7- Render therefore ___ Caesar...; 8- Rose ___rose...;

9- Makes journeys; 10- | could __ horsel;
11- __ go braghl; 12- ___ precedent; 15-
Smokers receptacle; 23- There you arel;
25- Pompous fool; 26- Seeped; 27- Writer
__ Rogers St. Johns; 28- Kingdom; 29-
Floating bombs; 30- Signed: 31- Flies high;
32-One of amatching pair; 33- Larger-than-
life; 34- One in second, say; 37- Condiment;
40- Distinctive; 42- Briny expanse; 43-
Food ordered to go; 45- Prefix with corn;
46- Mailed communique; 48- Squander;
49- Take ___view of; 50- Surrender; 51- On
the ocean; 52- Temple; 54- Mex. miss; 55-
Bird feed; 56- Literary lioness; 59- Western
Hemisphere org.;
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BUY & RENT!

Yesterday’s solution

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @] jmlproperty

Hoi Wan Retail
HKD 12,980,000

Taipa)

Tou Un (Taipa)
HKD 2,750,000

NEWTON'S | ¢ D SAYIT'S
: T/ )FIRSTLAW | = S ) TIME FOR
) 2223, £ OF MOTION | 2 ~ &~ ME TO APPLY
[ % savsAgony| [ some
z : REMAINS AT | £ FORCE !
, : RESTUNLESS] 2
. & ACTED UPON] 2
. ( & BY A FORCE!| S
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SUDOKU WEATHER
MIN MAX CONDITION
EASY EASY+
Beijing 18 30 fine
1|8)7 4|3 12 Changchun 16 28 cloudy
1 2117 9 4 Chengdu 25 37 cloudy
3 8 2 3 B ! Chongging 31 40 fine
1 5 4 703 Fuzhou 28 35 rain
4 21 9 Guangzhou 26 35 showers
3 B4 1 7.1 6 Guiyang 22 32 cloudy
3 2 1 8 I 2 Haikou 25 33 cloudy
4 6|2 3 214 Hangzhou 24 31 thunderstorms
1 2 7.6 9 1 59 Harbin 16 27 cloudy
Hefei 23 31 rain
Nanjing 26 31 thunderstorms
MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 26 33 rain
2 9 3 : ;aipei 25 33 cloudy
8 5 g 5 = uhan 23 29 cloudy
5 P Hong Hong 26 33 overcast
1 4 31 [
4 3 7 +
819 3 5 Moscow 16 27 cloudy
3 6 6 13 Frankfurt 16 31 fine
! 7 9 5 4 Paris 17 32 fine
4 7 London 13 27 cloudy
New York 21 34 cloudy
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
§
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
é Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
@ (Open line) 993 —Report 1000
E PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
% 28 573 333 28 716 081
E| Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
5 28 371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

AD

P,
Jade Garden (Taipa)
HKD 11,880,000 4 bed 3 bath

| bed 1 bath
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BRAZILIAN MOMS ARE LEADING THE CHARGE
TO SECURE MEDICAL MARIJUANA FOR SICK KID$

GABRIELA SA PESSOA,
SAO PAULO

HE 4-year-old boy struggled

to balance while walking
through the living room. His mo-
ther’s eyes attentively followed his
every move. Then a seizure kno-
cked him to the ground, the dull
thud of his small body echoing
through the home.

On this July morning in Guaru-
ja, a coastal city in Brazil's state of
Sao Paulo, Murillo quickly regai-
ned his senses as his mom, Janai-
na Silva, cradled him.

“From five minutes of agony,
it's now just seconds,” Silva said,
recalling how only three months
ago her son’s seizures would have
lasted much longer. Murillo was
diagnosed as a baby with Len-
nox-Gastaut syndrome, a type of
epilepsy with multiple types of
seizures that cause stiffening and
dropping of the head and limbs.

His shorter — and less intense
— seizures are a result of a steady
dose of liquid cannabidiol (CBD)
that Silva can acquire for free
through the state public health
system. It’s a step the federal go-
vernment has failed to take, as
legislation to regulate medical
cannabis at the national level has
stalled in Congress for years.

In drugstores, a 30 milliliter
bottle of the CBD that Murillo’s
pediatrician prescribed for his
condition costs as much as 900
reais ($180) — more than half Sil-
va’'s monthly wages as an office as-
sistant. Since June, she has spent
zero on Murillo's CBD medica-
tion. Twice a day, she drips the oil
into the boy’s mouth, and each
bottle lasts about 45 days.

Sao Paulo, Brazil's most po-
pulous state with over 44 million
people, was the first to enact legis-
lation making CBD available for
free.

The law was a win for Brazilian
moms who have led a decade-
long campaign to secure access
for their sick children. They have
fought through civil disobedien-
ce, court petitions, marches and
political pressure.

GROWING MARIJUANA
AT THE COURTYARD

One of the mothers leading the
charge is Maria Aparecida Carva-
lho, 56, a former bank employee.
Her daughter, Clarian, was diag-
nosed at age 10 with Dravet Syn-
drome, a severe form of epilepsy
that can cause cardiorespiratory
arrest and lead to sudden death.
Her medication caused severe
side effects — once she nearly
needed hemodialysis from poiso-
ning — and her seizures could last
up to one hour. Carvalho and her
husband took turns sleeping for

AP PHOTO

Janaina Silva watches over her four-year-old son Murillo
after an epileptic seizure at her parents’ home in Guaruja

fear they could lose their child in
the night.

Then they heard of Charlotte
Figi, an American girl suffering
from the same disease who beca-
me the global poster child for me-
dical cannabis. When Carvalho
read about her in 2013, she rushed
to tell her husband.

“The first thing I said to him
was, ‘Let’s go get (cannabis) from
drug dealers,” said Carvalho.

Instead, she was able to obtain
some CBD months later, when her
daughter’s neurologist smuggled
it inside her luggage when retur-
ning from an overseas trip. Later
on, with the help of a lawyer, she
obtained special court permission
to start growing marijuana in her
backyard in Sao Paulo city, and has
been producing the extract for her
daughter and 200 other patients.

Existing legislation in Brazil
allows the use of cannabis for
scientific and medicinal pur-
poses, said Emilio Rodrigues, a
lawyer and member of the Na-
tional Council on Drug Policy.
However, cultivating marijuana is
still illegal, pushing the industry
to import raw materials, such as
cannabis oil, causing prices to rise
dramatically.

When Caio Franca, a center-
-left state lawmaker met Neide
Martins, a mother who struggled
to secure CBD to treat her son’s
rare form of epilepsy, he realized
families needed help, particularly
those unable to afford medica-
tion.

In 2019 Franca drafted the
country’s first bill aiming to allow
families to request medication
through the public health care
system. For three years, he worked
to convince his overwhelmingly
conservative counterparts, one

AP PHOTO

by one, using testimonials from
families who needed marijuana
extract as the most effective alter-
native for their kids’ treatment.

“The political environment
was uninformed and prejudiced
against cannabis. It was surpri-
sing how little my fellow deputies
knew about it,” Franca said.

LEGISLATION PASSED
FOR MEDICAL CANNABIS

The bill passed in late 2022,
with nearly two-thirds support
from the state’s legislature. It was
signed into law in January 2023 by
an unlikely figure: Gov. Tarcisio de
Freitas, a former Cabinet member
of former far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro who is often floated as
a possible new standard-bearer

for the political right.

He restricted the bill to patien-
ts with three rare medical condi-
tions, including Dravet and Len-
nox-Gastaut syndromes, citing
research showing those were the
only ones where cannabis use was
proven effective.

Speaking at the signing cere-
mony, de Freitas said he has a ne-
phew with Dravet who uses me-
dicinal cannabis. Before, he said,
the boy would wear a helmet in
public, in case a sudden seizure
should strike him down.

“Each seizure takes away a little
bit of life. And it’s very sad to wit-
ness,” the governor said, clutching
the podium in both hands. “And
then, when you receive this bill,
you think: Oh my... finally. This

had to be done.”

Recreational marijuana is still
prohibited in Brazil, but following
years of deliberations, the Supre-
me Court in June decriminalized
it for personal use, up to a maxi-
mum-allowed quantity. In res-
ponse, Brazil’s conservative Con-
gress started pushing for tougher
drug legislation.

Even if Congress tightens drug
laws for recreational use, that
shouldn't affect access for patien-
ts, said Rodrigues, the lawyer. A
2023 poll by Datafolha concluded
that opinions about medical can-
nabis transcend the nation’s deep
political polarization.

Use of medicinal cannabis in
Brazil is on the rise. In 2023 more
than 430,000 Brazilians received
cannabis treatment, up nearly
130% from the previous year, ac-
cording to a survey by Kaya Mind,
abusiness intelligence firm.

Sidarta Ribeiro, a leading Brazi-
lian neuroscientist and founder of
the Brain Institute at the Federal
University of Rio Grande do Nor-
te, said mothers of sick children
have been at the forefront of the
struggle. He recently published a
book on the subject, titled “The
Flowers of Good: the Science and
History of Marijuana Liberation.”

“All of this came together over
the past ten years to turn the tide,
but the game is far from won,”
said Ribeiro.

Coming from a conservative
family, Silva, Murillo's mom, says
she used to be prejudiced against
marijuana, but she changed her
mind after seeing how it has be-
nefited her son.

“It's a medication that can give
him a better quality of life,” she
said. MDT/AP

Maria Aparecida Carvalho tends to her marijuana plants that she cultivates for medicinal
purposes, in the backyard of her home in Sao Paulo
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New CL format promises more of almost
everything storied clubs wanted from UEFA

GRAHAM DUNBAR,
GENEVA

E new Cham-
pions League
format this sea-
son will see more

teams playing more games
for more prize money.

On Thursday, UEFA
makes the draw in Monaco
for the match schedule of
the new single-standings
league phase that replaces
the traditional group stage.

The first new Champions
League format since 2003
promises more of almost
everything that Europe’s
wealthiest and most in-
fluential clubs wanted from
UEFA.

There are four more pla-
ces in a 36-team lineup;
at least eight games each
instead of six; Champions
League games scheduled in
January for the first time; a
prize money rise of at least
25% to a minimum 2.5
billion euros ($2.8 billion).

There also was more evi-
dence, at UEFA's European
Championship this sum-
mer, that constant expan-
sion of international com-
petitions is leaving players
tired and unable to perform
at their best year-round.

The new league phase
in European club soccer’s
marquee event will have
144 total games compared
to 96 in the group stage last
season.

The “key aims,” UEFA
said, is to “improve compe-
titive balance and sporting
interest and in the process
increase the number of mea-
ningful matches — matches
with something at stake for
both sides — throughout the
competition.”

In the eighth and final
round, all 36 teams play on
the same Jan. 29 evening to
finalize the standings whi-
ch will decide which eight
teams advance directly to
the round of 16 — and with
what seedings in a tennis-
-like knockout bracket — as
well as which 16 go into a
new knockout playoff rou-
nd in February, and which
12 are eliminated.

“We simulated that
qualification should be
possible with an average
of 7.6 points, which means
two victories and two
draws,” said UEFAs head
of competitions strategy,

Stéphane Anselmo.

WHY CHANGE SUCH
A SUCCESSFUL
COMPETITION?

Money, mostly, though
that’s not the only reason.

The Champions League
in Europe has for the past
32 years showcased the hi-
ghest quality play in wor-
1d soccer. It let UEFA steer
billions of euros (dollars) of
prize money to clubs who
pay the highest transfer fees
and salaries.

Still, influential officials
at the European Club As-
sociation (ECA) got bored
of the group stage, saying
it was too repetitive and la-
cked drama. They wanted
more games against stron-
ger opponents that would
be more valued by broad-
casters, viewers and new
fans worldwide. Their leve-
rage over UEFA was poten-
tially launching their own
breakaway competition.

The road to agreeing the
format was rocky. A con-
troversial first proposal in
2019, favoring storied clubs,
was stopped by a backlash
from mid-ranked clubs and
domestic leagues.

There was intense tur-
moil sparked by the failed
Super League launch in
April 2021 by most of the
same club officials who ne-
gotiated Champions Lea-
gue reform with UEFA.

Final format approval
came in May 2022 — when
Real Madrid, Barcelona and
Juventus were exiled from
the talks and still pursued
UEFA in court — and it was
broadly what the rebel Su-
per League clubs had nego-
tiated.

WHAT IS THE NEW
FORMAT?

Out goes the group-stage
format played for 21 sea-
sons where 32 teams were
put into eight groups of four
teams from a seeded draw.
The top two in each group
advanced to the round of
16. Groups gave each team
six games from September
into December, playing
each rival once at home and
once away.

In comes a single-stan-
dings league — 36 teams
each playing eight games
against eight different oppo-
nents through January.

The top eight in the stan-
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dings go direct to the rou-
nd of 16 in March. Teams
ranked ninth to 24th go
into the knockout playoffs
in February. The bottom 12
teams are eliminated.

In the playoffs, teams
ranked Nos. 9-16 are seeded
in the draw to play second
legs at home against unsee-
ded teams Nos. 17-24.

WHO GETS THE FOUR
EXTRA PLACES?

Two for countries who-
se teams collectively had
the best record in UEFA
club competitions in the
previous season. That was
Italy and Germany so the
fifth-placed teams in Serie
A and the Bundesliga qua-
lified: Bologna and Borussia
Dortmund.

The fifth-ranked natio-
nal league (based on five
years of results in UEFA
club competitions) gets a
third direct entry. That is
currently France and Brest
was third in Ligue 1.

An extra place goes to the
qualifying rounds path for
national champions from
lower-ranked  countries.
They now play for five total
qualifying places instead of
four last season.

HOWWILLTHE DRAW BE
DONE?

The 36 teams come out
of four seeding pots graded
by each team’s “UEFA club
coefficient” — its ranking by
results in five years of Euro-
pean competitions. The top-
-seeded pot contains recent
Champions League winners
and beaten finalists, plus

Leipzig and Barcelona.
When a team’s ball is
drawn, its slate of eight
opponents — two from
each seeding pot, one to
play at home and one away
— will be allocated by a
software program and dis-

played within seconds.
Match dates will be con-
firmed Saturday, to avoid
city clashes with Europa
League and Conference
League games being drawn
Friday in Monaco. Those
lower-tier competitions also

are a 36-team single-stan-
dings league. Conference
League teams play just six
games.

BILLION-DOLLAR PRIZE
MONEY FUND

Winning the Cham-
pions League title in 2023
earned Manchester City
135 million euros ($151
million) from UEFA. This
season’s winner can rea-
ch 150 million euros ($168
million), with total compe-
tition revenue boosted by
selling 189 total games ins-
tead of 125.

Commercial strategy
is managed by a UEFA-E-
CA joint venture, and new
sponsors for the Champions
League include a cryptocur-
rency trading platform and
a betting site.

Each of the 36 teams
gets a basic 18.6 million eu-
ros ($20.8 million), then 2.1
million euros ($2.35 million)
for each game won and
700,000 euros ($782,000) per
draw. MDT/AP
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We bring high guality of
medical service to Macau

£ »

General Surgery @ Dr Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Oir. Law Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Ewong Man
Dr. Mie Fu Zhong. Dr. U Chong San,
O, Lei Chin Cheng
Breast Surgery @ Dr. Leong lat Lun
Ufﬂlﬂgy i D, Le Eweng Yin Richard, Dr, Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Or. Yeung Churg Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynascolegy : Dr. Fong Kuan o

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery

EMT : Or. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiclogy : Dr. Jin Chun, Dr. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine :
Dietitian

Chan Lai U Jlaay

Macau.com

t D Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

Dr. Mg Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

Sun & PH closed

O, Lam Kun Kuan

No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 & 15 Andar, em Macau
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OPINION __

Multipolar World

Jorge Costa Oliveira

GO DIE FAR AWAY

The Israeli government is not in-
terested in peace, does not want an
agreement to free hostages and end
the war in Gaza, nor does it want to
de-escalate the conflict there or in the
north with Hezbollah. Netanyahu and
his radical Jewish allies have worked
for decades to eliminate Fatah and su-
pported the creation of the monster
that is Hamas, betting on the radicali-
zation and polarization of the “Palesti-
nian issue.” Netanyahu and his gover-
nment of radicals, for whom a “two-s-
tate solution” is anathema, are using
the October 7 massacre to promote the
war in pursuit of “total victory.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu desperately
wants to remain in office to avoid the
continuation of the corruption trial
against him, which could lead to his
[likely] conviction.

Palestinian leadership today is radi-
calized and continues to reject a “two-
-state solution.” They prefer to keep
fighting for the destruction of Israel,
to educate their children for “martyr-
dom,” and to create terrorist militias.

The current leadership of Iran fi-
nances terrorist movements like Ha-
mas, Hezbollah, and AnsarAllah, amid
growing unpopularity of the theocra-
tic regime. A Gamaan survey from Fe-
bruary 2024 of the adult Iranian po-
pulation shows that in a referendum
asking, “Islamic Republic: yes or no?”
only 16.5% of respondents suppor-
ted maintaining an Islamic republic,
whilst 74.6% were against it.

The assassination of the Hamas lea-
der in Tehran provides the Iranian
leadership with an excuse to ride the
anti-Western histrionic rhetoric, using
external enemies as a way to re-legi-
timize an unpopular regime, trying to
divert attention from internal repres-
sion. But they must be careful not to
spark a new war that could increase
popular discontent and be fatal to the
radical theocratic regime.

Interestingly, in the same Gamaan
survey, respondents were also asked
who they considered to be the primary
party at fault in the Israel-Hamas con-
flict, with about 35% blaming Hamas,
20% blaming Israel, and 31% blaming
both sides.

Neither Israel, Hamas, nor Iran want
peace. Part of Western public opinion
demands efforts in that direction, whi-
le another part is fed up with this cha-
rade. The American government, on
the eve of elections, wants to capitali-
ze on any agreement—whether it be a
truce, a ceasefire, or whatever—that it
can politically leverage for the Demo-
cratic candidacy.

Radicalization and polarization will
certainly continue to dominate Israe-
li and Palestinian politics. Soon, we
will all lose patience with this endless
hyped excitement over what has no so-
lution and will wish that the parties in
this conflict go die far away.

linkedin.com/in/jorgecostaoliveira

A French investigative judge extended police custody for the CEO of
the popular messaging app Telegram, Pavel Durov, prosecutors said

yesterday.

Durov was detained Saturday at Le Bourget airport as part of a ju-
dicial inquiry opened last month involving 12 alleged criminal viola-

tions.

They include complicity in selling child sexual abuse material and
in drug trafficking, fraud, abetting organized crime transactions and
refusing to share information or documents with investigators when

required by law.

A statement from the Paris prosecutor’s office said Durov’s police

custody order was extended on Monday evening for up to 48 hours.
After that, authorities must release or charge him, the prosecutor’s of-

fice said in an earlier statement.

Durov is a citizen of Russia, France, the United Arab Emirates and the
Caribbean island nation of St. Kitts and Nevis.

Russian government officials have expressed outrage at his deten-
tion, with some calling it politically motivated and proof of the West’s
double standard on freedom of speech.

The outcry has raised eyebrows among Kremlin critics because in
2018, Russian authorities themselves tried to block Telegram but fai-

led, withdrawing the ban in 2020.

AP FILE PHOTO

15 YEARS AFTER

OASIS REUNITES FOR TOUR
AND ENDS GALLAGHER
BROTHERS FEUD

DANICA KIRKA,
LONDON
ASIS, the Britpop

band known for ti-
meless hits like “Won-
derwall” and “Don’t Look
Back in Anger,” is reuni-
ting for a tour of the Bri-
tish Isles next summer,
ending a 15-year hiatus
and, presumably, the
long-held feud between
brothers Liam and Noel
Gallagher.

The guitar band will
play 14 dates in Wales,
England, Scotland and
Ireland next July and Au-
gust, Oasis said yester-
day. Tickets go on sale at
9 a.m. Saturday.

“This is it. This is ha-
ppening,” the band said.

Oasis splitin 2009 after
many years of infighting,
with Noel Gallagher of-
ficially leaving the band
just before a performan-
ce at a festival near Paris.
Even before the disso-
lution, the brothers had
long had an antagonistic
relationship and reporte-
dly did not speak to each
other for years after the
breakup.

“People will write and
say what they like, but I
simply could not go on
working with Liam a day
longer,” Noel Gallagher,
the band’s guitarist and

songwriter, wrote in a
statement at the time.

While the Gallagher
brothers haven’t perfor-
med together since, both
regularly perform Oasis
songs at their solo gigs.
They've also each fired
off criticisms of the other
in the press.

Noel Gallagher accu-
sed his younger brother
of having a hangover that
forced them to cancel a
2009 concert. The front-
man disputed the accu-
sation and sued, later
dropping the lawsuit.

But now the brothers
are preparing to reunite,
with the band saying fans
would experience “the
spark and intensity” that
occurs only when they
appear on stage together.

The tour will begin July
4 and 5 at Principality
Stadium in Cardiff, Wales.
Oasis will also perform
at Heaton Park in Man-
chester, England, on July
11, 12, 19 and 20; Wem-
bley Stadium in London
on July 25 and 26 and
Aug. 2 and 3; Scottish Gas
Murrayfield Stadium in
Edinburgh on Aug. 8 and
9; and Croke Park in Du-
blin on Aug. 16 and 17.

The band alluded to
past tensions in the tour
announcement.

“The guns have fallen

silent,” Oasis said. “The
stars have aligned. The
great wait is over. Come
see. It will not be televi-
sed.”

In 2011, Noel Gallagher
told The Associated Press
in an interview that he
left the band after an in-
cident where Liam Galla-
gher started wielding a
guitar “like an axe ... and
he’s swinging this guitar
around and he kind of you
know, he took my face off
with it, you know?”

In 2019, Liam Galla-
gher told the AP he was
ready to reconcile.

“The most important
thing is about me and
him being brothers,” he
said. “He thinks I'm des-
perate to get the band
back together for money.
But I didn’t join the band
to make money. I joined
the band to have fun and
to see the world.”

“T don’t know what
his problem is,” he con-
tinued. “I think he just
wanted to go away and do
his solo career, get all the
coin and be surrounded
by all the yes men you
can fire and hire whene-
ver he wants. You can’t do
that with me.”

With the announce-
ment, the Britpop proge-
nitors ended a few days of
fan speculation. MDT/AP
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Sri Lanka Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, leading
the National People’s
Power alliance, is a
significant contender
in the presidential race.
Positioned as an agent
of change, Dissanayake
focuses on addressing
public disillusionment
following a severe
economic crisis.

Vatican Pope Francis is
set to visit Indonesia's
Istiglal mosque as part of
his Asian interfaith tour.
This marks a significant
step in promoting
religious dialogue,

with the Pope meeting
representatives of all

six officially recognized
religions in Indonesia.

. -
USA In 2021, Latinas
contributed $1.3 trillion
tothe U.S. GDP, a
figure comparable to
Florida's economy. This
report highlights the
rapid economic ascent
of Latinas, who are
increasingly influential
in various sectors,
significantly outpacing
the growth rates of their
peers.

USA Mariah Carey
announced the death of
her mother and sister on
the same day, describing
her heartbreak and

the support she has
received. This personal
tragedy highlights the
emotional strain on
public figures, with Carey
expressing gratitude for
the support during this
challenging time.




