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Philippines Mary Jane 
Veloso, nearly executed 
in Indonesia in 2015 
for drug trafficking, 
returned to the 
Philippines yesterday 
under a prisoner 
transfer deal. Veloso, 
imprisoned for 15 years, 
claims innocence and 
seeks clemency, while 
cooperating in a case 
against the syndicate 
that duped her.

Japanese space startup 
Space One aborted 
its Kairos No. 2 rocket 
midflight on Wednesday, 
citing engine issues. 
Carrying five satellites, 
it was destroyed after 
spiraling. This second 
failed attempt follows 
a similar 2023 setback, 
delaying Space One’s 
goal of affordable 
satellite launches.

Japan Nissan and Honda 
denied reports of a 
merger but confirmed 
collaboration talks amid 
rising competition in 
electric vehicles. A 
merger could form 
the world’s third-
largest automaker. 
Both companies face 
pressures to modernize 
and counter industry 
shifts favoring affordable 
Chinese EVs.

Australia Former 
Australian rugby coach 
Alan Jones, 83, appeared 
in court Wednesday on 
34 charges, including 
indecent assault 
involving 10 males over 
two decades. Jones, 
denying all accusations, 
seeks a jury trial to 
contest allegations of 
misconduct between 
2001 and 2019.

XI HAILS MACAU 
SUCCESS
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Good Life Starts Here
DISCOVER

President Xi Jinping hailed Macau SAR’s ‘world-recognised 
success’ as he arrived in the city, kickstarting a three-day 
trip as the casino hub prepares to celebrate 25 years of 

Beijing rule
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LEONG KIT CHI*

THE  25th anniversary of 
Macau’s return to the mo-

therland is a significant miles-
tone in its history. Over the 
past quarter of a century, with 
the unwavering support of the 
central government and the 
visionary “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy, Macau has 
made remarkable progress in 
all economic and social fields, 
bearing compelling witness to 
the soundness and viability of 
the policy. Today, Macau has 
become a shining example of 
the “One Country, Two Sys-
tems” policy, demonstrating 
the excellence of its practice to 
the world.

Since its return to the mo-
therland, Macau has achieved 
significant economic growth. 
Reflecting the robustness of 
Macau’s economy and its fis-
cal strength, the SAR’s fiscal 
reserves stood at around 617 
billion Macau patacas (MOP) 
(around $77.22 billion) as of 
September 2024, an increase 
of 43.5 billion MOP compared 
with the same period in 2019.

Although Macau’s economy 
faced challenges during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it has 
since steadily recovered with 
strong support from the cen-

tral government. In the first 
three quarters of 2024, Macau’s 
GDP reached MOP301 billion, 
registering a real growth of 
11.5 percent year-on-year. The 
overall economic scale has re-
covered to 86.3 percent of the 
level seen in the same period 
of 2019.

The Macau SAR has also ac-
tively promoted appropriate 
economic diversification. In 
2023, the region launched its 
first comprehensive and syste-
matic plan to this end, which 
outlined the “1+4” economic 
diversification strategy, focu-
sing on tourism and leisure 
as the leading industry, while 
promoting key sectors such as 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 
and the “big health” industry, 
modern finance services, new 
and high technology, as well as 
conventions, exhibitions, and 
culture and sports.

Since then, Macau has acce-
lerated the implementation of 
the plan, achieving significant 
progress in all these industries. 
For example, Macau has been 
named both “Best Convention 
City (Asia)” and “Best BT-MI-
CE City” consecutively in 2023 
and 2024 by the TTG Travel 
Awards, one of the most cre-
dible and authoritative awards 
in the Asia-Pacific tourism and 

convention industry. These 
achievements underscore the 
international recognition of 
Macau’s high-quality tourism 
services.

Macau has long positioned 
itself as “one center, one plat-
form and one base,” namely a 
world center for tourism and 
leisure, a commercial and tra-
de cooperation service plat-
form between China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, 
and a base for cultural exchan-
ge and cooperation where Chi-
nese culture is the mainstream 
and diverse cultures coexist.

Since its establishment in 
2003, the Forum Macao for 
Economic and Trade Coopera-
tion between China and Portu-
guese-speaking Countries has 
witnessed six ministerial con-
ferences, culminating in the 
signing of the Strategic Plan 
for Economic and Trade Coo-
peration (2024-2027). As a bri-
dge between China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, 
Macau has served as a key fa-
cilitator in promoting deeper 
cooperation and exchanges. 
In addition, Macau also plays 
an important role in the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), con-
tinuously promoting econo-
mic cooperation and cultural 
exchanges with BRI partner 

countries.
Macau has long been a pla-

ce where Eastern and Western 
cultures intersect. Today, as an 
“base for exchange and coope-
ration where Chinese culture 
is the mainstream and diverse 
cultures coexist,” Macau has 
been honored as the “Cultural 
City of East Asia 2025,” under-
lining its pivotal role in China’s 
cultural exchange and coope-
ration with the world.

Macau values preserving 
traditional culture. The SAR 
now has 11 items inscribed on 
the lists of State-level intan-
gible cultural heritage, inclu-
ding Cantonese opera, Herbal 
Tea Brewing and the Drunken 
Dragon Festival. They embody 
Macau’s unwavering commit-
ment to preserving and pas-
sing on Chinese cultural tra-
ditions, while embracing and 
integrating diverse cultural 
influences.

The central government has 
consistently supported Ma-
cau’s integration into regional 
development, encouraging 
its exploration of new growth 
models. Among these initia-
tives, the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) stands out as a key 
strategy to promote regional 
economic integration. As one 

of the core cities of the GBA, 
Macau’s active participation 
will enable it to better align 
with national development 
priorities and benefit from the 
economic and social opportu-
nities offered by this dynamic 
region. 

In addition, the central go-
vernment has also established 
Guangdong-Macau In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin 
as an important platform to 
diversify the development of 
Macau’s industries. Its strate-
gic positioning has four main 
objectives: to provide a new 
platform for Macau’s appro-
priate economic diversifica-
tion; to facilitate the employ-
ment and daily life of Macau 
residents; to pioneer and ad-
vance the practice of the “One 
Country, Two Systems” policy; 
and to set a new benchmark 
for the GBA development. The 
projects in the In-Depth Coo-
peration Zone in Hengqin are 
progressing steadily, creating 
favorable conditions for Ma-
cau to achieve sustainable and 
diversified growth.

Over the past 25 years since 
Macau’s return, the SAR has 
made remarkable progress in 
the economic, social and cul-
tural fields under the guidance 
of the “One Country, Two Sys-
tems” policy. During his visit 
to Macau earlier this year, Xia 
Baolong, director of the Hong 
Kong and Macau Work Office 
of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China 
and the Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office of the State Cou-
ncil, underscored that stan-
ding at the starting point of 
new development, Macau peo-
ple should leverage Macau’s 
unique positioning and advan-
tages, promote quality social 
and economic development, 
join force to polish Macau’s 
golden business card as an in-
ternational cosmopolitan, and 
leverage Macau’s functions in 
supporting the country’s high-
-quality development and na-
tional rejuvenation.

Macau’s development over 
the past 25 years is a testi-
mony to the success of the 
“One Country, Two Systems” 
policy. Looking ahead, the SAR 
will stay committed to this po-
licy, promoting shared develo-
pment and prosperity with the 
Chinese mainland to create an 
even brighter future. CGTN

*Leong Kit Chi is Chief of the 
Macau Special Administrative 

Region Government Office in 
Beijing.

OPINION

The merits of the practice of 
‘One Country, Two Systems’
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OPINION

On board the Shanghai Maglev 
of regional integration

OPINION

Portugal-China relations on the 25th 
anniversary of Macau’s handover
JORGE COSTA OLIVEIRA
STRATEGY ANALYST & 
BUSINESS DEVELOPER

THE transition of Macau 
to Chinese sovereignty 

was a success because both 
parties worked diligently 
to achieve it. The Chinese 
State-Party elite aimed for 
a “smooth transition” ins-
trumental in persuading 
Taiwan to engage in nego-
tiations for national reunifi-
cation under the “one coun-
try, two systems” principle. 
Portuguese political elites 
also sought a seamless tran-
sition, which could serve as 
a form of redemption for the 

decolonization processes 
in Portugal’s former African 
colonies and East Timor.

Having fulfilled its re-
demptive role, Macau faded 
from Portuguese media and 
the concerns of Portugal’s 
politicians. Today, it is dou-
btful whether Portuguese 
companies see Macau as a 
gateway to China.

After the handover, China 
established the Forum for 
Economic and Trade Coo-
peration between China 
and Portuguese-speaking 
Countries (Forum Macau), 
with its Permanent Secreta-
riat based in Macau.

This Forum holds im-

mense potential. Howe-
ver, the results for Portugal 
have been modest. Chinese 
MOFCOM officials leading 
the Forum excel at institu-
tional-level work but lack 
business-oriented acumen. 
Portuguese politicians fail to 
grasp the Forum’s potential 
and Portuguese business 
associations are unsure how 
to leverage its framework 
to penetrate the Chinese 
market, starting with the 
Greater Bay Area.

While China’s rise as an 
economic and commercial 
superpower has driven its 
companies to target larger, 
higher-income markets, it 

has consistently sought to 
deepen relations with Por-
tugal, building on the his-
torical ties centered on Ma-
cau. The Portuguese pea-
ceful settlement in Macau 
is the grounds for a friendly 
relationship between China 
and Portugal that lasts al-
most 500 years.  

Statistics highlight Portu-
gal as a significant destina-
tion for Chinese investment 
stock due to the acquisition 
of major stakes in large Por-
tuguese companies a deca-
de ago. However, excluding 
these isolated investments, 
the presence of Chinese 
companies in Portugal (and 

Chinese FDI in Portugal) re-
mains minimal.

Despite the commenda-
ble persistence of Portugal’s 
Foreign Trade & Investment 
Agency (AICEP) in China, it 
is unlikely that Portugal will 
significantly increase its ex-
ports of goods or services to 
China. However, fostering 
more partnerships between 
Portuguese and Chinese 
companies, particularly in 
third-country geographies 
(Africa, Latin America), is 
possible. Moreover, attrac-
ting greater Chinese invest-
ment to Portugal is feasible. 
In a context where American 
“decoupling” and European 

“de-risking” are gaining trac-
tion, Chinese companies 
and their financiers favor 
“friendly” markets for Chi-
nese investment.

On the 25th anniversary 
of Macau’s handover, re-
cent decisions by Portugue-
se governments —such as 
the maximalist exclusion of 
Huawei in 5G networks and 
the use of non-technical 
criteria to restrict technolo-
gy suppliers based on their 
country of origin in the pro-
posed Cybersecurity Legal 
Framework — risk ruining 
Portugal’s multi-secular 
friendly relationship with 
China.

SÉRGIO DE ALMEIDA CORREIA
LAWYER AND POLITICAL 
SCIENTIST

C
HINA today has the lon-
gest and fastest high-s-
peed rail network in the 
world. More than two-

-thirds of the world’s high-speed rail 
lines are here. Over 46,000 kilome-
ters of railway have been planned 
and built since 1997, a process that 
has continued to grow without pau-
se since 2007. The Shanghai Maglev 
is the fastest passenger train in the 
world, capable of reaching a speed 
of 431 km/h. A gem of cutting-edge 
technology.

If we look at the highways of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC), 
we will see that by the end of 2020, 
more than 161,000 kilometers had 
been built since the mid-1980s. Re-
markable.

Some other social and economic 
indicators are equally impressive 
and have drawn admiration from 
the international community.

It is natural for China and the 
Chinese people to feel pride in the-
se achievements, to celebrate them, 
and to promote international awa-
reness of their successes.

However, there are other accom-
plishments which, while deser-
ving applause, also provoke some 
apprehension and, in certain cases, 
distrust and disillusionment.

As we mark 25 years since the 
establishment of the Macao Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) and 
the transfer of administration of 
this former Portuguese-ruled terri-
tory to the PRC, it is appropriate to 

celebrate this moment. But beyond 
the success and the example of 
peace and social harmony maintai-
ned in a peaceful handover—where 
the rights and expectations of resi-
dents were generally respected—it 
is also important to analyze what 
has not gone so well, what remains 
unfinished, and what needs to be 
adjusted.

Without going into too much 
detail, I will say that while Macau’s 
GDP grew from $6.43 billion (2000) 
to $47.06 billion (2023, source: Sta-
tista), and its population increa-
sed from 425,518 (1999) to 704,129 
(2023)—providing living conditions 
and security for those able to move 
here—some other indicators shou-
ld, in certain cases, cause concern, 
and in others, shame.

Inequalities remain glaring. La-
bor rights are severely lacking in va-
rious aspects. It is unacceptable that 

labor legislation provides for only 6 
days of paid annual leave for most 
workers, while the public adminis-
tration has expanded, and the few 
who access it enjoy 22 days of an-
nual leave. Workers in the PRC and 
Hong Kong, on average, have more 
paid annual leave, as a legislator 
recently pointed out in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. The same applies to 
maternity leave. Similarly, it is ou-
trageous that public servants, with 
shorter working hours, enjoy more 
public holidays and compensatory 
days off than workers in the private 
sector.

Real estate speculation has 
grown uncontrollably because it 
benefits elites and property owners, 
to the detriment of most residen-
ts and disadvantaged classes. Air 
quality, surrounding waters, traffic 
flow, and the environment have 
all worsened. Diseases associated 

with underdevelopment that had 
been eradicated have reemerged. 
Traffic is chaotic, buses are always 
full, and parking spaces are lacking. 
Supermarket prices have risen sig-
nificantly.

Too many cases of corruption 
have damaged the image of Macau 
and its governance. The privileged 
relationships with certain econo-
mic groups and disreputable indi-
viduals were regrettable.

The use of Portuguese, an official 
language, has declined in courts 
and public administration. Unne-
cessary and unforeseen barriers 
have been created for its speakers, 
complicating their lives and har-
ming residents who need it to de-
fend their rights and legitimate in-
terests.

Secrecy in governance procedu-
res, which should be transparent, 
has increased. The contracts with 

gaming concessionaires are not 
public, which never happened be-
fore.

Certain civic and political ri-
ghts have been curtailed without 
justification, driven by prejudice, 
narrow-mindedness, insecurity 
among decision-makers, and in-
correct interpretations of the 1987 
Sino-Portuguese Joint Declara-
tion—deviating from both its spi-
rit and letter—and the Basic Law. 
Qualified and well-meaning indivi-
duals, who served Macau and Chi-
na well for decades, have been lost.

Electoral reform has reduced 
participation and representation 
of broad sectors of the population, 
distancing Macau from the capi-
talist system’s norms that were to 
remain unchanged for 50 years. 
Opportunities for economic grow-
th, diversification, and develop-
ment have been lost due to incom-
petence and disregard for public 
funds by some leaders. Autonomy 
has been undermined.

Twenty-five years on, most of 
us, myself included, will say with 
satisfaction that it was worth it. The 
creation of the Macau SAR was, and 
is, a success.

However, as with all things in life, 
there must be balance, good sense, 
and good faith. Risks must be ma-
naged before decisions are made, 
not after consequences arise.

In recent years, the speed of in-
tegration has matched that of the 
Shanghai Maglev, but the results 
have not been brilliant. If a train 
departs before its time, it leaves 
passengers behind, frustrating ex-
pectations. If it arrives at its desti-
nation station at 300 km/h, it risks 
failing to stop and crashing into the 
façade.

It is wise to mitigate this risk if 
we do not want the identity of the 
Macau SAR to dissolve definitively, 
becoming an insipid, ugly, and 
polluted place by the end of the 
transition period.
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VICTORIA CHAN

25 years after the historic 
handover of Macau to 

China, a photographic exhi-
bition revisits the final days of 
Portuguese administration 
in the territory. The exhibit, 
showcasing the work of pho-
tographer António Duarte 
Mil-Homens, offers a glimp-
se into the transition process 
that unfolded in 1999.

Mil-Homens, who cove-
red the handover for Revista 
Macau, had the opportuni-
ty to capture images of the 
last meetings of Macau’s 
governing bodies, including 
the final session of the Leal 
Senado. His lens also docu-
mented the ceremony where 
Governor Rocha Vieira was 
awarded the title of Hono-
rary Citizen of Macau.

The exhibit features pho-
tographs of other significant 
events, such as the unveiling 
of a plaque at the Camões 
Cave, attended by Portugue-
se President Jorge Sampaio 
and his wife, as well as the 
Macau community. Mil-Ho-
mens also documented the 
presentation of Portugal’s 
first Consul-General for Ma-

RECEIPTS from 
restaurants and 

similar establish-
ments in Macau 
rose by 6.8% mon-
th-on-month in Oc-
tober 2024, largely 
due to the National 
Day holidays, accor-
ding to the Statistics 
and Census Service 
(DSEC).

Chinese restau-
rants saw a 10.6% 
increase, while Wes-
tern restaurants re-
ported an 8.6% rise. 
However, Japanese 
and Korean restau-
rants experienced 
a 1% decline in re-
ceipts. Retail sales 
also surged, with an 
impressive 28.6% 
month-on-month 
increase, particular-
ly in adults’ clothing 
(+45.6%) and leather 
goods (+39.5%).

Ye a r - o n - y e a r 
comparisons re-
veal a contrasting 
picture. Restau-
rant receipts fell 
by 1.8% compared 

cau and Hong Kong.
The culmination of the 

transition process was the 
ceremony marked by the 
lowering of the Portuguese 
and Leal Senado flags, and 
the raising of the flags of the 
new Macau Special Admi-
nistrative Region and the 
People’s Republic of China. 
Mil-Homens’ photographs 
capture the historic mo-
ment, as well as the speeches 
by the presidents of Portugal 
and China.

“The photographs that 
make up this exhibition 
simply aim to remember, 

to October 2023, 
with Chinese restau-
rants down 5.8% but 
Japanese and Ko-
rean establishments 
up by 9.4%. 

Retail sales dro-
pped by 13.3%, with 
significant declines 
in watches, clocks, 
and jewelry (-25.1%) 
and department sto-
res (-16.9%). Conver-
sely, motor vehicle 
retailers saw a robust 
increase of 41.4%.

Looking ahead 
to November, bu-
siness expecta-
tions are cautious, 
with 49% of surveyed 
establishments anti-
cipating a decrease 
in receipts compa-
red to October. 

This sentiment 
is echoed by 66% of 
Chinese restaurant 
operators predicting 
lower earnings. In 
retail, 42% expect a 
sales drop, particu-
larly among leather 
goods and jewelry 
retailers. LV 

25 years later, the events 
that marked the transition,” 
said Mil-Homens. “They are 
historical, unrepeatable do-
cuments, still originating in 
analogue format, with the 
‘technical quality’ impaired 
by contingencies.”

The exhibition showca-
ses Mil-Homens’ extensive 
experience, which spans 
commercial, scientific, and 
artistic photography. He has 
held 25 solo exhibitions and 
participated in 35 collective 
shows, in addition to tea-
ching photography courses 
and workshops since 1989.

SAR25

Macau’s transition 
remembered in photos

STATS
F&B revenues 
rise, retail drops 
in October

SMES

Citywide consumption initiative 
drives MOP940 million in sales
NADIA SHAW

THE citywide consumption 
campaign has significantly 

boosted local spending, gene-
rating MOP940 million in sales, 
according to figures released 
during TDM’s radio program. 

Ma Chi Ngai, president of 
the Macao Chamber of Com-
merce announced that the 
program involved 22,000 
merchants and achieved a re-
markable five-fold increase in 
consumption. Stimulating do-
mestic demand with MOP190 
million directly contributed to 
the initiative. “The goal is to 
encourage residents to stay in 
Macau for weekend shopping,” 
Ma stated.

Lei Cheok Kuan, a busines-
sman leading an organization 
for the central and southern 
districts of the city,  emphasi-
zed the importance of the ini-
tiative for small and medium-
-sized enterprises (SMEs). 
“Modern consumption pat-

terns are changing,” he stated, 
urging businesses to capitalize 
on online platforms. 

He suggested that they esta-
blish large or trendy stores that 
appeal to younger customers 
to attract new shoppers to the 
area. Lei also recommended 
that businesses enhance pro-
duct quality and development, 
and use promotions to boost 
consumption and attract more 
consumers.

Ma Kin Cheong, director-
-general of the Industry and 

Commerce Association of Ma-
cau Northern District, praised 
the initiative’s positive effect 
on community consumption. 
“It has boosted business across 
various sectors by two to four 
times,” he said.

Despite these successes, 
challenges remain. 

Chan Meng Kei, deputy di-
rector of the Macau General 
Union of Neighbourhood As-
sociations (UGAMM), reported 
that a significant portion of the 
elderly population faces diffi-

culties participating due to a 
lack of familiarity with electro-
nic payment methods.

Additionally, some concerns 
have been expressed about the 
policy of “one visa, multiple 
trips” from Hengqin and “one 
trip per week” from Zhuhai, 
which are due to be imple-
mented in 2025. Chan expres-
sed hope that these policies 
would be complemented by 
improvements in transporta-
tion infrastructure to enhance 
connections between the ports 
of entry to various districts in 
Macau without disrupting resi-
dents’ travel.

 He also encouraged busi-
nesses to actively engage in go-
vernment-led initiatives such 
as promotional courses to im-
prove their competitiveness.

Lei further acknowledged 
that this new policy could 
greatly benefit Macau’s eco-
nomy by increasing tourist 
flow and boosting business 
turnover.

Orchestra to host 
Christmas concert at 
Ruins of St. Paul

The Macao Orchestra will 
present “Unforgettable Melodies 
at the Ruins of St. Paul’s,” with 
performances at 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m. on Dec. 25. Organized 
by the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
and coordinated by the Macao 
Orchestra Company, the event 
will feature Christmas songs 
performed alongside local choirs. 
Under the baton of assistant 
conductor Tony Cheng-Te Yeh, the 
orchestra will play Tchaikovsky’s 
works and collaborate on excerpts 
from Handel’s Messiah and Leroy 
Anderson’s A Christmas Festival. 
Public choir recruitment is open 
until Dec. 22.

Hengqin sees rise
in tourism

Hengqin has reported a significant 
rise in tourism for 2024, anticipating 
nearly 15 million visitors to major 
attractions, reflecting a 20% 
year-on-year increase. The 
newly opened Hengqin Light Rail 
Line has facilitated over 10,000 
tourists participating in group 
tours since the “group in, group 
out” policy began. Additionally, 
Zhuhai’s upcoming travel policies 
will enhance flexibility for residents 
traveling to Macau from next 
year. Authorities aim to boost 
Hengqin’s competitiveness through 
distinctive brands and international 
exhibitions.

Four ambulances 
equipped for cross-
border operations 

Zhuhai City has acquired four 
ambulances featuring dual 
Guangdong-Macau license plates, 
which are currently awaiting 
final approval for operation. This 
development is set to facilitate 
the transfer of critically ill patients 
between Zhuhai and Macau more 
efficiently. To further enhance 
medical resource integration within 
the Greater Bay Area, Zhuhai has 
also sent 12 emergency response 
team members to Hong Kong for 
training this year.

UM student team 
wins global AI 
competition

A team of students from the 
University of Macau’s Faculty of 
Science and Technology won 
first prize at the 2024 Tencent AI 
Arena Global Open Competition, 
securing a reward of RMB 100,000. 
The team competed against over 
2,000 teams from 390 universities 
across 18 countries, including 
the UK, Japan, Germany, the US, 
and Singapore. The competition 
was held on the Tencent AI Arena 
Open Research Platform, and UM 
team excelled in the Intelligent 
Agent Gaming Algorithm Track. 
The competition aims to enhance 
AI education and industry 
collaboration. 
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Xi Jinping hails Macau as ‘jewel 
of motherland’ in visit for 25th 
handover anniversary

SAR25

Xi’s arrival puts normal operations on a halt 
RENATO MARQUES

THE three-day visit of 
President Xi Jinping to 

Macau to participate in the 
commemorations of the 
25th anniversary of the Ma-
cau handover and inaugu-
rate the new government 
headed by Sam Hou Fai has 
resulted in a series of small-
-scale disruptions to the city.

Starting with Macau Inter-
national Airport (MIA), Xi’s 
arrival and related security 
measures led to the tempo-
rary closure of the North and 
South car parks from Dec. 9 
to 20.

Vehicle owners parked at 
the car parks were required 
to move their cars by Dec. 16 
to avoid having them forcibly 
removed by airport authori-
ties. 

Flight schedules at MIA 

were also affected yesterday 
afternoon, with several can-
cellations and reschedules.

The Air China flight from 
Wuhan, which was expected 
to arrive at 3 p.m., was cance-
led, while the China Eastern 
flight from Shanghai-Pu-
dong, expected to land in 
Macau at 3:30 p.m., arrived 
early in Macau at 1:16 p.m.

Several Air Macau flights 
were also affected, including 
a flight from Beijing that was 
delayed from 4:05 p.m. to 
4:59 p.m., and flights from 
Kaohsiung and Taipei, which 
were expected to land at 4:15 
p.m. and 4:35 p.m. respecti-
vely but instead landed be-
tween 1:30 and 1:50 p.m.

The Air Macau flight from 
Shanghai, expected to arrive 
at 4:45 p.m., was postponed 
to 5:18 p.m., while the Vietjet 
Air flight from Danang lan-

ded around 30 minutes later 
than initially expected.

Departures also were af-
fected, with 12 flights having 
schedule changes, particu-
larly those due to depart be-

tween 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
Xi and his delegation tou-

ched down in Macau at 4:07 
p.m. yesterday, following a 
welcoming reception at the 
airport apron.

Airport staff also reported 
delays and disruptions due 
to special security measures, 
including thorough checks 
and the issuance of special 
working passes, which took 
several hours to process.

The disrupted air traf-
fic also affected the airport 
of the neighboring city of 
Zhuhai, with the air space in-
terdicted for some time.

Around the city, seve-
ral areas also experienced 
disruptions ranging from 
parking restrictions on cer-
tain streets, schedule chan-
ges, and even temporary clo-
sures of venues and touristic 
sites.

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
announced the temporary 
closure of the Chapel of Our 
Lady Penha from Dec. 18, 9 
a.m. until 6 p.m. on Dec. 20.

The notice was only pub-
lished in a “Travel Advisory” 
note issued only at 1 p.m. 
yesterday, four hours after 
the venue had already closed 
to the public.

According to citizens’ 
reports, the area of the Ma-
cao Science Center also 
had some restrictions and 
changes, while the Macao 
East Asian Games Dome 
and surrounding areas were 
completely fenced off due to 
a dinner and cultural perfor-
mance scheduled for today, 
which President Xi will at-
tend.

On Tuesday, it was an-
nounced that services for the 
Light Rapid Transit would be 
suspended between Barra 
Station and Stadium Station 
from Dec. 18 to 20.

The LRT will continue to 
operate in the remaining sta-
tions but with limited servi-
ces between Pai Kok Station 
and Taipa Ferry Terminal 
Station, with trains running 
every 10 minutes. 

NADIA SHAW

P
RESIDENT Xi Jinping 
arrived in Macau yes-
terday afternoon to 
commemorate the 25th 

anniversary of the region’s re-
turn to Chinese sovereignty. 

This marks his third visit as 
president to the Special Ad-
ministrative Region (SAR), 
following trips in 2014 and 2019.

Upon his arrival just after 
4 p.m., Xi and his wife, Peng 
Liyuan, received a warm welco-
me at the airport from a crowd 

of schoolchildren waving flags 
and flowers, as well as senior of-
ficials, including outgoing Chief 
Executive Ho Iat Seng and inco-
ming Chief Executive Sam Hou 
Fai. 

At the airport reception, Xi 
expressed his enthusiasm for 
the visit, stating, “Every time 
I come to this beautiful land, I 
feel very happy.” He referred to 
Macau as the “jewel of the mo-
therland” and emphasized its 
significant role within China’s 
governance framework.

This visit not only celebrates 

the establishment of the Macau 
Special Administrative Region 
(MSAR) but also serves as an 
opportunity for Xi to inaugura-
te Sam Hou Fai as the new Chief 
Executive tomorrow (Dec. 20). 
Sam previously served as Ma-
cau’s top judge for the past 25 
years. 

While Xi’s schedule remains 
largely undisclosed, reports in-
dicate he will attend a gala din-
ner and cultural performance 
at the Macau East Asian Games 
Dome tonight. He is also expec-
ted to participate in a flag-rai-

sing ceremony at Lotus Square 
tomorrow morning, coinciding 
with the anniversary of Macau’s 
handover from Portugal to Chi-
na in 1999.

Reflecting on the past five 
years in a statement from Xi-
nhua, Xi commended Ho Iat 
Seng for his leadership during 
challenging times, particularly 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 
“You have faced difficulties 
and been pragmatic,” he noted, 
praising Ho’s efforts to unite 
various sectors of Macau socie-
ty under the ‘One country, two 

systems’ policy.
Security measures have been 

heightened throughout Ma-
cau in anticipation of Xi’s visit. 
Authorities have implemented 
road closures and increased 
checks for incoming visitors.

As part of his agenda, Xi is ex-
pected to engage with local re-
sidents and stakeholders across 
different sectors. “I will take a 
walk, have a look, and have ex-
tensive and in-depth exchanges 
with friends from all walks of 
life,” he promised during his ar-
rival speech.

Xi’s previous trip in 2019 
commemorating the 20th anni-
versary of the handover inclu-
ded several significant engage-
ments. 

During that two-day visit, he 
toured the Premier School af-
filiated with Hou Kong Middle 
School, visited the China-Por-
tuguese-speaking Countries 
Commercial and Trade Servi-
ce Platform, and inspected the 
Macau Government Services 
Centre.
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THE majority of cases in-
volving individuals found 

dead in Macau remain unsol-
ved, according to information 
disclosed by the Health Bureau 
(SSM).

In response to an inquiry 
from the Times, SSM stated, 
“According to statistics from the 
Forensic Medicine Department 
of the Conde de São Januário 
General Hospital (CHCSJ), be-
tween Jan. 1 and Oct. 23, 2024, 
there were 518 cases of bodies 
being discovered. Of those that 
were referred to the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) for investigation, 93 
were classified as natural dea-
ths occurring at home.”

The SSM also noted that the-
se figures are consistent with 
trends observed over the past 
three years. 

According to data disclosed 
by SSM last week, from January 
to September this year, 65 dea-
ths were attributed to suicide, 
marking a 4.8% rise year-on-
-year.

However, the data also re-
veals that only a small portion 
of body discovery cases are 
fully explained. 

The combined total of natu-
ral deaths and suicides account 
for only 30.5% of all cases of in-
dividuals found dead.

In the first three quarters of 
2024, PJ recorded 401 cases of 
“sudden death” or death attri-
buted to neglect. 

This represents a decline 
from the same period in 2023, 
when 475 such cases were re-
corded. The 2023 total across 
the full year for such cases rea-
ched 609.

In terms of the number of 
cases involving individuals 
found dead in their homes in 
the same period this year, PJ 
recorded 80 cases, or 34.4% less 
than in the same period last 
year (122 cases).

Across the full year of 2023, 
the number of such cases was 
157.

PJ explained that “Most ca-
ses of death were found at 
home or after the persons were 
taken to hospital from their 
home (as in cases of suicide), 
with the death certificate do-
cument issued by the medical 
expert recording the place of 
death as a hospital, provided 
that the death was confirmed 
at the hospital. The cases are 
classified by police based on 
the address of death specified 
by medical experts.”

When notified of a body dis-
covery, PJ officers are dispat-
ched to the scene. However, in 

more complex cases (particu-
larly where suicide is involved 
or indications of criminal acti-
vity), PJ’s investigation section 
is immediately alerted. 

Once all the information is 
collected, the case is forwarded 
to the forensic medicine de-
partment.

“Based on the external exa-
mination of the body carried 
out by the forensic doctor, a fo-
rensic opinion will be formula-
ted and presented to the public 
prosecutions office (MP). The 
prosecutor will analyze the de-
tails of the case and determine 
whether it is necessary to order 
an autopsy procedure to clarify 
the cause of death.”

SSM explained, “As the cir-
cumstances of each death vary, 
if the prosecutor orders an au-
topsy, the forensic doctor will 
analyze the cause and manner 
of death based on the investi-
gative information provided by 
the police, the deceased’s me-
dical records at CHCSJ (if any), 
autopsy results, histological 
examination, and toxicologi-
cal analyses (if any).” In cases 
where the public prosecutor 
decides to waive the autopsy, 
“the forensic doctor will assess 
the cause and manner of death 
based on the police investiga-
tion data, the medical records 
at CHCSJ (if any), and results 
of external examination of the 
body.”

CONFUSING DATA
Data on the number of body 

discovery cases varies between 

different government bodies 
due to discrepancies in how 
the data is catalogued and ca-
tegorized. For example, when 
comparing SSM and PJ data, 
the Fire Services Bureau (CB) 

data appears to diverge, with 
the CB reporting that in the 
same period (January to Sep-
tember 2024), they had respon-
ded to a total of 147 ambulance 
callouts for dead bodies found. 

These callouts included cases 
involving falls from buildings, 
suicides, and drownings. Inte-
restingly, this figure collected 
by first responders is roughly 
one-third the figure collected 
by SSM and PJ. 

In response to an inquiry by 
the Times, the CB commented 
on their procedures, stating, 
“If our personnel are called to 
the scene of an incident and 
find that someone is obviously 
dead after inspection, they will 
notify the PJ to attend to the 
scene and hand over the case 
to the attending PJ personnel 
for follow-up.”

LACK OF DATA ON NATURAL 
DEATHS, CHRONICALLY ILL 
INDIVIDUALS 

Given that 93 cases were 
classified as deaths due to na-
tural causes, and some bodies 
were discovered long after dea-
th, the Times inquired with the 
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) re-
garding how many of these ca-
ses involved elderly individuals 
or those with chronic illnesses 
living alone. In response, IAS 
stated that it did not have this 
data available.

However, in PJ’s data, it was 
notable that 401 cases of “su-
dden death” and “death due to 
lack of care” amounted to 401 
cases, suggesting that many 
such cases could potentially 
involve elderly people or peo-
ple suffering from serious ill-
nesses that were not being su-
pported in any way by social 
welfare institutions.

UNEXPLAINED DEATH

SSM data shows Most ‘body 
discoveries’ remain a mystery

Shift in suicide motifs
RENATO MARQUES

SSM’S reporting on suicide 
causes has shifted in its 

recent data disclosure in the 
third quarter of this year.

Historically, and up until 
the first quarter of this year, 
suicides have been primarily 
attributed to mental, chro-
nic, or physiological illness. 
However, there has been a 
recent change, with SSM 
now reporting that the pos-
sible causes of suicide can 
be mainly attributed to “the 
result of mental illness and 
problems related to gambling 
or finances.”

However, the bureau ack-
nowledged that the causes of 
suicide are complex and often 
involve mental illness, psy-
chological, socio-economic, 
family, human relations, and 
biological genetic factors.

SSM added that the go-
vernment and the bureau 
are paying special attention 
to suicide as an issue, whi-
ch they have said “requires 
everyone’s attention, and 
everyone needs to take an ac-
tive role as a suicide preven-

tion advocate.”
The bureau calls on resi-

dents to take an active role in 
supporting and communica-
ting with those who may be 
experiencing emotional dis-
tress, and encourage those 
who are experiencing emo-
tional problems to actively 
seek professional help.

The bureau is also increa-
sing training for community 
health professionals on men-
tal health care and diagnostic 

and treatment techniques to 
integrate specialized men-
tal health services into the 
community health system, 
aiming to integrate specia-
lized mental health services 
into the community health 
system.

SSM appeals to anyone 
who is experiencing emotio-
nally distressed to call the 
Caritas “Hope for Life” hotli-
ne at 2852 5222 for counse-
ling services.
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Macao: Culture City of East Asia, 
A Lotus Flower in Full Bloom

“Lotus Blossoms in Pairs, Plum Blossoms in Clusters – 
The Artistic World of Qi Baishi” exhibition Officiating guests unveiling the exhibition

Qi Baishi’s Art International Research Center (Macao) unveiled
The opening ceremony featured A special immersive children’s dance performance, 

The Escaping Drop of Ink

Beijing Fine Art Academy and Wynn jointly release exclusive Qi Baishi Prints 

T
O commemorate the 
25th anniversary of 
Macao’s return to China 
and the 160th anniver-

sary of Qi Baishi’s birth, Wynn 
Palace inaugurated the “Lotus 
Blossoms in Pairs, Plum Blos-
soms in Clusters – The Artistic 
World of Qi Baishi” exhibition on 
December 15.

Chinese art has an exceptio-
nally long and vibrant history that 
features countless masterpieces 
in painting, calligraphy, pottery, 
sculpture, and carvings, all of 
which stand independently and 
collectively as a testament to and 
celebration of Chinese culture. 
There are also many distinctive 
artistic characteristics that define 
Chinese art forms that are sel-
dom found in other artistic cul-
tures from around the world. Qi 
Baishi is a renowned artist whose 
signature works embody many of 
these representative traits, and 
with his deceptively simplistic 
yet profoundly deep and expres-
sive style, Qi Baishi has become 
one of China’s most beloved and 
widely recognized artists. 

2024 marks the 160th anniver-
sary since Qi Baishi’s birth and to 
celebrate the life and works of the 
master and share his beautiful art 
with the world, the Beijing Fine 
Art Academy (custodians of the 
largest collection of the master’s 
works) have organized an exhibi-
tion under the theme “Lotus Blos-
soms in Pairs, Plum Blossoms in 
Clusters,” a theme which takes 
inspiration from a poem written 
by Su Jipeng from the Qing Dy-
nasty and was selected because it 
perfectly symbolizes the mutual 
growth and prosperity of Ma-
cao—the “Lotus Flower in Full 
Bloom”—and the motherland. 

“25” paintings and calligraphic 
works of Qi Baishi have been ca-
refully curated not only to cele-
brate Chinese art and culture on 
the world stage, but also to me-
morialize the 25th anniversary of 
Macao’s return to China.

The exhibition is being hosted 
by Wynn Palace at their highly 
praised Illuminarium, a venue 
fully equipped with advanced 
technological features that pro-

vides visitors with an unforget-
table immersive experience. By 
splitting the exhibition into two 
sections, audiences can enjoy the 
works of art in a singularly unique 
way that they are sure to have ne-
ver experienced before. The first 
section, “Tianqu Scenery Paintin-
gs: Digital Art World of Qi Baishi,” 
utilizes cutting-edge technology 
to create large-scale digitized pro-
jections of the classic works that 
can be viewed in high definition. 
The second section is divided into 
two smaller sub-sections “Blos-
soming Flowers of Home: Bird-
-and-Flower World of Qi Baishi” 
and “Joyous Flowers for a Pros-
perous Year: Auspicious World 
of Qi Baishi,” where viewers can 
interactively open scrolls depic-
ting the auspicious objects the 
artist chose to immortalize in 
his works, and in doing so they 
can fully immerse themselves in 
the Chinese literati’s custom by 
which calligraphy and paintings 
are viewed and contemplated. 
Wynn’s hosting of this exhibition 
at the Illuminarium demonstra-

tes their commitment to backing 
the “1 + 4” industrial diversifica-
tion strategy of the Macao SAR 
Government, continuously dri-
ving the city’s economic diversi-
fication and high-quality tourism 
development and building Ma-
cao into a platform that promotes 
Chinese arts and culture on the 
international stage.

At the inauguration of this hi-
ghly anticipated exhibition, Wu 
Hongliang, President of the Bei-
jing Fine Art Academy, together 
with Linda Chen, President and 
Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Wynn Macau, Limited, took the 
stage to jointly release four ex-
clusive Qi Baishi prints in com-
memoration of the artist’s 160th 
birthday: A New Year Celebration 
Painting, Osmanthus and Ri-
bbon Bird, Guanyin, and Demon 
Queller Zhong Kui, symbolizing a 
prosperous future for Macao and 
the motherland. Linda Chen went 
on to share her joy that Wynn is 
able to contribute to promoting 
Chinese culture in the world and 
that “through the combination of 

digital media technology and tra-
ditional aesthetics, this exhibition 
realizes the perfect integration of 
Qi Baishi’s art of calligraphy and 
paintings with Macao as a Cul-
ture City of East Asia, allowing 
viewers, especially young people, 
to immerse themselves in the ar-
tistic world of Qi Baishi.” 

To further consolidate Macao’s 
role as an ambassador of Chinese 
culture to international audien-
ces, Macau University of Science 
and Technology, Beijing Fine Art 
Academy, Macau Lotus TV, Li-
mitada, Classic of Mountain and 
Sea Research Institute of Macao 
and Wynn Macau, Limited signed 
a cooperative agreement at the 
inauguration which laid out their 
plans to found the “Qi Baishi’s Art 
International Research Center 
(Macao)” that will be dedicated to 
connecting Macao and Beijing as 
well as artists from all disciplines 
through Qi Baishi’s art. Macao has 
long been celebrated as a bridge 
of cultural exchange between the 
East and West and this exhibition 
together with the founding of a 
collaborative international resear-
ch center further consolidates its 
role and opens up the possibility 
of even more creative, cultural, 
and artistic collaborations in the 
future, all of which will showcase 
Chinese culture and help Macao 
gain wider recognition as a Cultu-
re City of East Asia.

The exhibition is open to the 
public with free admission from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday to 
Sunday until February 15, 2025. 
All are welcome to experience the 
profound beauty of Chinese art in 
the works of Qi Baishi, one of the 
last great Chinese painters.
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GEG Injects New Dynamics to the 
Diversified Development of “Tourism +”
A

S a patriotic Chinese enter-
prise deeply rooted in Ma-
cau, Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) is committed 

to supporting the Macau SAR Govern-
ment’s policies and directions aimed at 
contributing to Macau’s “1+4” adequa-
te diversified development, elevating 
the comprehensive development of the 
toursim and leisure industry, and solidi-
fying Macau’s status as a “World Center 
of Tourism and Leisure.” Focusing on 
non-gaming, Galaxy Macau’s Phase 3 
projects feature two world-class exhi-
bition and entertainment venues – the 
Galaxy International Convention Cen-
ter, which offers 40,000 square meters 
of flexible MICE space, and the Galaxy 
Arena, which has a 16,000 seating ca-
pacity. Free of gaming facilities, the two 
venues, along with other GEG venues, 

have successfully hosted over 700 sig-
nificant events since their inception. 
These events, which were held both on-
line and offline, include exhibitions and 
conferences, entertainment performan-
ces, sports extravaganzas, and cultural 
showcases. Highlighting Macau’s appeal 
as a “tourism +” destination, these even-
ts have attracted the attention of billions 
and over one million tourists to come 
to Macau from worldwide. Moving 
forward, GEG will continue to advoca-
te “The Future. Diversified. Celebrating 
Macau’s New Cultural & Entertainment 
Landmark” in its Phase 3 projects, su-
pport the Macau SAR Government to 
establish Macau as a “City of Performing 
Arts” and “City of Sports”, contribute to 
economic diversification, and further 
polish the city’s “golden business card” 
as an international metropolis.

Hong Kong artist, Andy Lau, hosted four solo concerts at Galaxy Arena this year. Thanks to the National Day 
Golden week effect, the concerts not only set Macau’s new highest daily visitation record but also helped GEG 

achieve full occupancy in all its flagship hotels.

“A Full Moon Rising Above the Greater Bay Area - The Greater Bay Area Film Concert 2024” was held in 
Galaxy Arena, bringing over a hundred artists and Olympic athletes from across the country to sing for the 

Greater Bay Area.

Chinese singer, Dao Lang, was also graced in Galaxy Arena this year, with tickets 
to his solo concert selling within seconds, leading to a significant increase in 

visitor numbers in Macau and at Galaxy Macau.  
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As one of the organizers this year, GEG hosted the “Women’s Volleyball 
Nations League 2024 Macao Presented by Galaxy Entertainment Group” at 
the Galaxy Arena. Featuring 8 elite teams from various countries, the match 

attracted large number of volleyball enthusiasts to Macau.

As one of the organizers, GEG hosted the prestigious world table tennis event, “ITTF Men’s and Women’s World Cup 
Macao 2024” at the Galaxy Arena. The tournament garnered mass interest, with tickets selling out within 2.24 seconds 

and witnessing full attendance in the semi-finals and finals.

Galaxy Macau hosted the UFC® FIGHT NIGHT MACAU in Galaxy Arena, marking its return to Macau after a 
ten-year hiatus. The event garnered widespread attention, with tickets selling fast and drawing over 10,000 

audiences, and 7 billion online fans worldwide.

GEG supported the “WTT Champions Macao Presented by Galaxy 
Entertainment Group” for 5 consecutive years. Serving as one of the 

organizers since last year, the champions of this year men’s and women’s 
singles were Mr. Lin Shidong and Ms. Sun Yingsha respectively.

GEG supported the “Galaxy Entertainment Macao International 
Marathon” for 21 consecutive years. Serving as one of the 

organizers since last year, the recently concluded event drew over 
12,000 participants. 

The first-ever Greater Bay Area International Sports Business Summit was held in GICC. The summit 
gathered over 500 industry leaders to engage in discussions and exchanges on sports influence, sports 

marketing, sports investment, and women’s sports, among other topics.

Galaxy Macau welcomed the first world-class opera gala in October. The “Galaxy Opera Gala with Plácido Domingo 
and Guests” held in GICC featured legendary opera singer Plácido Domingo alongside three rising stars from China 
and Italy, as well as the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra, to create a captivating cross-cultural musical experience.

GEG and the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macau SAR Government jointly 
organized the “China and Portuguese-speaking Countries Film Festival”, a 
major event of the sixth “Encounter in Macao – Arts and Cultural Festival 

between China and the Portuguese-speaking Countries”. The event showcased 
opening films at Galaxy Cinemas and the Lai Chi Vun Shipyards, an area 
revitalized through GEG’s partnership with the Macau SAR Government.

GEG and the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macau SAR Government 
organized the 2024 GEG Lusofonia Festival, showcasing music, 

handicrafts, folk costumes, and traditional snacks from 10 
Portuguese-speaking communities in Macau. 

Expansive and flexible, the GICC features top-notch facilities and a 
pillar-less exhibition space. Seamlessly connected to the Galaxy Arena, 
the venue attracts businesses and organizations from around the world 

to host various types of conferences and exhibitions in Macau.
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Underground detector will 
sniff out mysterious ghost 
particles called neutrinos

18 CAPTIVES ON BOARD

Pirates demand $10 million in ransom after 
hijacking Chinese-owned fishing vessel 
THE pirates who hija-

cked a Chinese-owned 
fishing vessel with 18 crew 
off the northeastern coast 
of Somalia last month are 
demanding $10 million in 
ransom, according to a So-
mali official.

The hijackers also sha-
red photos on social media 
of their captives surroun-
ded by armed men on the 
ship’s deck.

The vessel was hijacked 
in late November and taken 
to Xaafuun district in the 

semi-autonomous state of 
Puntland, where it is being 
held along with the cap-
tives. The ship’s security 
guards later joined forces 
with the armed men from 
the coastal region.

A Somali government 

official said the vessel was 
issued with a fishing licen-
se by Puntland in 2020, but 
the license had expired.

The official spoke on 
Sunday on condition of 
anonymity because he was 
not authorized to discuss 

the matter. He did not ela-
borate on the ransom de-
mand.

The European Union’s 
anti-piracy naval force, Eu-
navfor Atalanta, last week 
classified the incident as 
“robbery at sea”.

The hijacking undersco-
res the persistent challen-
ges of maritime security in 
Somalia’s waters. Somalia 
has for years been blighted 
by piracy, which peaked in 
2011, when the United Na-
tions says more than 160 at-
tacks were recorded off the 
Somali coast.

Incidents have decli-
ned drastically since then, 
however, largely due to the 
presence of American and 
allied navies in internatio-
nal waters. MDT/AP

ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN & 
NG HAN GUAN, KAIPING

U
NDERNEATH a grani-
te hill in southern Chi-
na, a massive detector 
is nearly complete 

that will sniff out the mysterious 
ghost particles lurking around us.

The Jiangmen Underground 
Neutrino Observatory will soon 
begin the difficult task of spotting 
neutrinos: tiny cosmic particles 
with a mind-bogglingly small 
mass.

The detector is one of three 
being built across the globe to 
study these elusive ghost parti-
cles in the finest detail yet. The 
other two, based in the United 
States and Japan, are still under 
construction.

Spying neutrinos is no small 

feat in the quest to understand 
how the universe came to be. The 
Chinese effort, set to go online 
next year, will push the techno-
logy to new limits, said Andre de 
Gouvea, a theoretical physicist at 
Northwestern University who is 
not involved with the project.

“If they can pull that off,” he 
said, “it would be amazing.”

What are neutrinos?
Neutrinos date back to the Big 

Bang, and trillions zoom through 
our bodies every second. They 
spew from stars like the sun and 
stream out when atomic bits col-
lide in a particle accelerator.

Scientists have known about 
the existence of neutrinos for al-
most a century, but they’re still 
in the early stages of figuring out 
what the particles really are.

“It’s the least understood par-

ticle in our world,” said Cao Jun, 
who helps manage the detector 
known as JUNO. “That’s why we 
need to study it.”

There’s no way to spot the 
tiny neutrinos whizzing around 
on their own. Instead, scientis-
ts measure what happens when 
they collide with other bits of ma-
tter, producing flashes of light or 
charged particles.

Neutrinos bump into other 
particles only very rarely, so to up 
their chances of catching a colli-
sion, physicists have to think big.

“The solution for how we mea-
sure these neutrinos is to build 
very, very big detectors,” de Gou-
vea said.

A BIG DETECTOR TO MEASURE 
TINY PARTICLES

The $300 million detector in 

Kaiping, China, took over nine 
years to build. Its location me-
ters) underground protects from 
pesky cosmic rays and radiation 
that could throw off its neutrino-
-sniffing abilities.

Yesterday, workers began the 
final step in construction. Even-
tually, they’ll fill the orb-shaped 
detector with a liquid designed 
to emit light when neutrinos pass 
through and submerge the whole 
thing in purified water.

It’ll study antineutrinos — 
an opposite to neutrinos which 
allow scientists to understand 
their behavior — produced from 
collisions inside two nuclear 
power plants located over 50 
kilometers away. When the an-
tineutrinos come into contact 
with particles inside the detector, 
they’ll produce a flash of light.

The detector is specially de-
signed to answer a key question 
about a longstanding mystery. 
Neutrinos switch between three 
flavors as they zip through space, 
and scientists want to rank them 
from lightest to heaviest.

Sensing these subtle shifts in 
the already evasive particles will 
be a challenge, said Kate Schol-
berg, a physicist at Duke Univer-
sity who is not involved with the 
project.

“It’s actually a very daring 
thing to even go after it,” she 
said.

China’s detector is set to ope-
rate during the second half of 
next year. After that, it’ll take 
some time to collect and analyze 
the data — so scientists will have 
to keep waiting to fully unearth 
the secret lives of neutrinos.

Two similar neutrino detec-
tors – Japan’s Hyper-Kamiokan-
de and the Deep Underground 
Neutrino Experiment based in 
the United States – are under 
construction. They’re set to go 
online around 2027 and 2031 
and will cross-check the China 
detector’s results using different 
approaches.

“In the end, we have a better 
understanding of the nature of 
physics,” said Wang Yifang, chief 
scientist and project manager of 
the Chinese effort.

UNDERSTANDING HOW THE 
UNIVERSE FORMED

Though neutrinos barely inte-
ract with other particles, they’ve 
been around since the dawn of 
time. Studying these Big Bang re-
lics can clue scientists into how 
the universe evolved and expan-
ded billions of years ago.

“They’re part of the big pictu-
re,” Scholberg said.

One question researchers 
hope neutrinos can help answer 
is why the universe is overwhel-
mingly made up of matter with 
its opposing counterpart — cal-
led antimatter — largely snuffed 
out.

Scientists don’t know how 
things got to be so out of balan-
ce, but they think neutrinos cou-
ld have helped write the earliest 
rules of matter.

The proof, scientists say, may 
lie in the particles. They’ll have to 
catch them to find out. MDT/AP

The $300 million detector is seen at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino 
Observatory located 700 meters underground in Kaiping, Guangdong province
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Global demand spurring mining boom 
comes at a cost for many communities

FIJI

Seven foreign tourists hospitalized 
were not poisoned, officials say
SEVEN foreign tourists who 

were hospitalized in Fiji 
after drinking cocktails at a 
resort bar were not poisoned 
by alcohol or illicit drugs, of-
ficials said yesterday [Macau 
time] following a toxicology 
report.

The cause of the tourists’ 
illness over the weekend re-
mains under investigation, 
Fiji’s Tourism Minister Vilia-
me R. Gavoka said.

“I can confirm that no illi-
cit substances or methanol 

were found in the ingredients 
or liquor samples,” Gavoka 
told reporters in the capital, 
Suva.

“The findings that there is 
no evidence of alcohol poiso-
ning is great news for Fiji, es-
pecially for our vital tourism 
industry,” he added.

All seven tourists have sin-
ce fully recovered, he said.

They became ill at the fi-
ve-star Warwick resort near 
the town of Sigatoka on Sa-
turday.

The tourists, including 
Australians and an Ameri-
can, were hospitalized with 
nausea, vomiting and neuro-
logical symptoms, Fiji’s Heal-
th Ministry said.

News outlets had reported 
the cause of the foreigners’ 
illness was suspected alcohol 
poisoning, similar to a case 
in Laos last month in which 
six tourists — including two 
Australian teenagers — died 
after consuming drinks tain-
ted with methanol.

The suspicion of metha-
nol poisoning was a blow to 
Fiji’s tourism industry, which 
has a reputation for provi-
ding safe food and drinks.

Alcohol poisoning is a 
common danger in many 
poorly regulated tourist des-
tinations, where reputable 
brands of spirits are subs-
tituted with locally distilled 
ethanol. Methanol can be 
an unintended byproduct of 
unprofessional distillation. 
MDT/AP

YUSUF WAHIL & 
VICTORIA MILKO, KABAENA

T
HE crystal blue waters that 
once surrounded Kabae-
na are murky brown now, 
and the octopi and colo-

rful fish that locals used to catch 
nearby to eat and sell have fled. The 
lush seaweed they used to harvest 
is gone. And parents who grew up 
swimming happily in the Flores Sea 
now warn their children to stay out 
of the water for fear of itchy rashes 
or skin lesions.

The people of Kabaena — inclu-
ding Indigenous Bajau, a group that 
has traditionally lived near and re-
lied on the sea — are among what 
experts estimate are thousands of 
communities around Indonesia 
where traditional ways of life have 
been devastated by the impacts of 
a rapidly expanding mining indus-
try. Most of the materials mined in 
Indonesia fuel the international su-
pply chain for stainless steel, elec-
tric vehicle batteries and more.

“All residents here have felt the 
impact,” said Amiruddin, 53, a 
fisherman who like many Indone-
sians uses only one name.

With the world’s largest known 
nickel reserves and rich deposits of 
cobalt, bauxite and other materials, 
Indonesia has been experiencing a 
mining boom on demand for stain-
less steel, electric vehicle batteries 
and more that are needed for the 
global energy transition. The island 
nation has sought to expand its mi-
ning and processing capabilities 
while facing backlash from inter-
national and local watchdogs for 
various environmental concerns.

Across Indonesia, nickel proces-
sing plants sometimes sprawl just a 

few minutes from the sea, and bar-
ges ready to carry away nickel ore 
often dot the water. Some mines 
operate near schools.

Local communities and the na-
tural environments around the-
se mines can bear the burden of 
this intense demand. From 2001 
to 2020, the world lost nearly 1.4 
million hectares (about 3.5 million 
acres) of trees due to mining, with 
Indonesia having the highest loss, 
according to an analysis by the Wor-
ld Resources Institute.

On Kabaena, over 3,700 hectares 
(9,140 acres) of forest — including 
protected forest — were cleared by 
mining companies between 2001 
to 2023, according to data analysis 
by international environmental 
organization Mighty Earth. That 
deforestation has devastated the 
environment and livelihoods on 
Kabaena, said Amanda Hurowitz, a 

senior director at Mighty Earth.
Where fishers could once cat-

ch fish to sell or feed their families, 
the water is now filled with runoff 
sediment from mining activities 
and no fish are to be found. Fishers 
with boats must travel farther, using 
expensive petrol, and wind up with 
smaller catches that earn them less 
money. Those without boats often 
resort to eating the small shellfish 
they can find in the murky water 
around their homes.

“(I would) fish near there by 
setting a net,” Ilyas, 70, said while 
pointing in front of his home. “Now 
it’s far away before (fish) are found.”

Communities on land are ex-
periencing the mines’ impact as 
well: Sugar cane, palm and clove 
trees cultivated for food and inco-
me don’t grow as well, with water 
sources used for crops tainted by 
mining activities, residents said.

“That’s the effect: The growth 
of the sugar palm trees will not be 
as good because of the influence 
of mining,” said Amal Susanto, 32, 
a palm sugar farmer in an area of 
Kabaena where exploration per-
mits have been granted but mining 
has not yet begun. “I hope no mines 
around here, because our income 
will be impacted.”

Since the mines have opened, 
there’s been a spike in residen-
ts complaining of itchy skin, sore 
throats and other health issues. 
Villagers no longer want to bathe 
or wash clothes in the water; when 
they do, they get itchy skin and 
rashes said Nina, 33, an Indigenous 
Bajau resident of Kabaena.

Lab results from samples of ri-
vers, sea water, dust and shellfish 
from Kabaena taken by Satya Bumi, 
a nonprofit environmental organi-
zation based in Indonesia, in July 

and November showed hazardous 
levels of nickel, lead and cadmium 
— common mining byproducts.

Exposure to these metals at the 
levels seen in the lab samples cou-
ld lead to cancer, cardiovascular, 
kidney and other chronic diseases, 
said Kathrin Schilling, an assistant 
professor at Columbia University 
who researches molecular biology 
and reviewed the lab results.

“If people on this island are 
using the river water as drinking 
water — which has higher levels of 
the metals — and then if they are 
also eating the shellfish and brea-
the the air ... you cannot escape ba-
sically any of the exposure to those 
toxic metals,” Schilling told AP.

The impact isn’t limited to 
Kabaena. Across the sea to the nor-
th, a nickel mine near the village of 
Torobulu pushes up against a tatte-
red soccer field and nearby athletic 
courts.

The impacts and mining con-
tinue despite a March 2024 ruling 
by Indonesia’s constitutional court 
that small islands such as Kabae-
na require special protection from 
abnormally dangerous activities, 
including mining, as they threaten 
ecosystems in vulnerable areas.

But Indonesia’s government 
is still issuing mining permits for 
small islands, said Sayyidatiihayaa 
Afra, a researcher at Satya Bumi.

Since the constitutional court 
ruling, forest loss has continued on 
Kabaena, with 150 hectares (370 
acres) cleared in areas approved for 
mining on the island since April 1, 
according to data analysis by Migh-
ty Earth. Over half of the forest loss 
occurred in a concession owned by 
mining company Tonia Mitra Se-
jahtera. MDT/AP

Fiji’s Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
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Libya has made a surprise announcement under-
taking to destroy its arsenal of weapons of mass 
destruction.

The government of Libyan leader Muammar Gad-
dafi has also agreed to allow weapons inspectors into 
Libya immediately and unconditionally to oversee the 
elimination.

Under the agreement, Libya, which is included on 
the US list of state sponsors of terrorism, will dis-
mantle its weapons of mass destruction and limit 
the range of its missiles to no more than 300 km (186 
miles).

It emerged that Tripoli has already allowed US and 
British experts to see elements of the weapons pro-
grammes during two trips to Libya in October and 
December this year.

Sanctions ‘may be scrapped’
In its statement today, the Libyan Foreign Ministry 

said: “[Libya] believes that the arms race will neither 
serve its security nor the region’s security and con-
tradicts [Libya’s] great concern for a world that enjoys 
peace and security.”

The statement has been welcomed by the Bri-
tish Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and the US President, 
George W Bush, who made televised addresses al-
most at the same time.

President Bush said the agreement, signed after 
nine months of secret negotiations, would “make 
the world and America a safer place, and the world 
more peaceful”.

He went on to hint that tough US sanctions on Li-
bya would be scrapped if Tripoli kept its word.

Mr Blair praised the decision as “historic” and “cou-
rageous”.

“It shows that the problems of proliferation can be 
tackled through discussion and engagement,” he 
said.

He revealed that Libya had approached Britain in 
March with an offer to open discussions on WMD.

Until then, intelligence officers had suspected that 
it was working on chemical and biological weapons 
but had never been able to confirm it.

Mr Blair said Libya had acknowledged it was working 
towards developing a nuclear weapon, and had got 
close to achieving its objective.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 Libya gives up 
chemicaL weapons

In context

In March 2004, Libya submitted a full report on its 
chemical weapons programmes to the UN.
In it, the country declared a 20-ton stockpile of dead-
ly mustard gas, as well as large amounts of chemical 
agents used in the manufacture of sarin and other 
toxins.
Later the same month, British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair made a controversial visit to Libya to meet Col-
onel Gadaffi.
It was the first time a British prime minister had visit-
ed Libya since Winston Churchill in 1943.
Most US sanctions against Libya were revoked in 
April 2004, and diplomatic ties between the US and 
Libya were formally resumed in June 2004.
Libya’s efforts to end its pariah status have also led to 
payouts for relatives of victims of two more bomb-
ings, one of a French airliner in 1979 and the other of 
a disco in Berlin, Germany, in 1986.
The United States boycotts on trade and importing 
Libyan oil were lifted in September 2004. In the same 
month, the EU lifted its last embargo, on the sale of 
arms to Libya. The US restored full diplomatic rela-
tions in May 2006.

this day in history
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Community members wrestle 
with grief in aftermath of 
Wisconsin school shooting
DEVI SHASTRI & SCOTT 
BAUER, MADISON (WIS.)

C
OMMUNITY mem-
bers in Wisconsin 
continued to wrestle 
with grief and called 

for change in the aftermath of 
a school shooting that killed a 
teacher and a student and wou-
nded six others.

Several hundred people ga-
thered outside the Wisconsin 
State Capitol for a vigil Tuesday 
night (yesterday in Macau) to 
honor those slain at Abundant 
Life Christian School in Madi-
son the day before, with some 
passing candles to each other 
and standing close against the 
winter chill.

Among those in attendance 
was Naomi Allen, 16, who was 
in a nearby classroom Monday 
when a 15-year-old girl atta-
cked people in a study hall be-
fore fatally shooting herself.

“It’s doesn’t matter who you 
are or where you are, some-
thing like this could happen. 
There’s nothing that is going to 
exempt someone,” Allen said at 
the vigil.

Allen’s father, Jay Allen, re-
flected on the dangers students 
face these days.

“When I was in school the-
se things never happened,” 
he said. “This country at some 
point needs to take mental 
health seriously and we need to 
pour resources into it. We really 

need some changes in the way 
we handle that issue.”

The motive for the shooting 
appears to be a “combination of 
factors,” Madison Police Chief 
Shon Barnes said Tuesday as he 
appealed to the public to call in 
to a tip line and share what they 
might know about the shooter.

He offered no details about 
what that motive might be, 
though he said bullying at 
Abundant Life Christian School 
would be investigated. He also 
said police are investigating 
writings that may have been 
penned by the shooter, Natalie 
Rupnow, and could shed light 
on her actions.

“Identifying a motive is our 
top priority, but at this time it 
appears that the motive is a 
combination of factors,” Barnes 
told reporters.

Two students among the six 
people wounded Monday re-
main in critical condition. Of-
ficials have declined to disclose 
the names of the victims.

“Leave them alone,” Mayor 
Satya Rhodes-Conway said.

The school shooting was the 
latest among dozens across the 
U.S. in recent years, including 
especially deadly ones in New-
town, Connecticut; Parkland, 
Florida; and Uvalde, Texas.

The shootings have set off 
fervent debates about gun 
control and frayed the nerves 
of parents whose children are 
growing up accustomed to 

doing active shooter drills in 
their classrooms. But school 
shootings have done little to 
move the needle on national 
gun laws.

School shootings by teenage 
females have been extremely 
rare in U.S. history, with males 
in their teens and 20s carrying 
out the majority of them, said 
David Riedman, founder of the 
K-12 School Shooting Databa-
se.

Abundant Life is a nondeno-
minational Christian school — 
prekindergarten through high 
school — with approximately 
420 students. Barbara Wiers, 
the school’s director of elemen-
tary and school relations, said 
the school does not have metal 
detectors but uses cameras and 
other security measures.

Barnes said police were 
talking with the shooter’s father 
and other family members, 
who were cooperating, and 
searching the shooter’s home.

The shooter’s parents, who 
are divorced, jointly shared 
custody of their child, but the 
shooter primarily lived with her 
42-year-old father, according to 
court documents.

Investigators believe the 
shooter used a 9mm pistol, a 
law enforcement official told 
The Associated Press. The offi-
cial spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because they were 
not authorized to discuss the 
ongoing investigation.

Madison resident Cristian 
Cuahutepitzi said he attended 
Tuesday’s vigil to let the fami-
lies of the victims know “we’re 
thinking of them.” He said his 
uncle’s two daughters go to the 
school.

“They’re still a little bit 
shook,” he said.

Joe Gothard, the superinten-
dent of the Madison Metropo-
litan School District, said at the 
vigil that the tragedy happened 
less than two blocks away from 
his childhood home. He said it 
wasn’t enough to say the district 
would work on safety.

“We need to connect like we 
are tonight, each and every day 
and make a commitment that 
we know we’re there for one 
another, hopefully to avoid pre-
ventable tragedies like yester-
day,” he said.

A prayer service was also 
held Tuesday night at City 
Church Madison, which is affi-
liated with the school

Several teachers from the 
school prayed aloud one by one 
during the service, speaking 
into a microphone and stan-
ding in a line. One middle 
school teacher asked for cou-
rage, while another sought help 
quieting her own soul.

“God, this isn’t a Abundant 
Life Christian School tragedy,” 
said Derrick Wright, the youth 
pastor at the church. “This is a 
community tragedy. This is a 
nation tragedy.” MDT/AP

Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 13

 ad

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

Be
st

C
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS 1- Drench; 5- ___ having fun yet?; 10- Spelunking site; 14- The King ___; 15- 

Big name in travel guides; 16- Cabinet dept.; 17- Marine mammal, secure something; 
18- Sri ___; 19- To ___ (exactly); 20- Parting word; 22- Autocratic Russian rulers; 23- 
Dampens; 24- Understanding words; 26- Regions; 29- Distaste; 33- Bird homes; 34- 
Extra-terrestrial being; 35- U-turn from SSW; 36- Power unit; 37- Attempts; 38- Toward 
shelter; 39- Fruit drink; 40- In front; 41- Beg; 42- Turf grown for forage; 44- In a fitting 
way; 45- Leave off; 46- Ho Chi ___ City; 48- Prices paid; 51- Investigate; 55- Thanks 
___!; 56- Clock faces; 58- String tie; 59- Stack; 60- Old French expression meaning 
“goodbye”; 61- List-ending abbr.; 62- High time?; 63- Actress Zellweger; 64- Color 
quality;
 
DOWN 1- Impudence; 2- ___-Day vitamins; 3- An apple ___...; 4- Unit of power; 5- G 
sharp’s equivalent; 6- Lion sounds; 7- “Giant” author Ferber; 8- Large bowl-shaped 
pan; 9- Piece of history; 10- Stops; 11- 
Organization to promote theater; 12- 
Swerve; 13- “___ Tu”: 1974 hit; 21- Loch 
___ monster; 22- Gull’s cousin; 24- Like 
some college walls; 25- Goes out with; 26- 
Sadat of Egypt; 27- Primed; 28- First name 
in cosmetics; 29- AKA; 30- Bay; 31- Actor 
Ryan; 32- Hard up; 34- Give it ___!; 37- Spicy 
cuisine; 38- Language letters; 40- Upper 
limbs; 41- Window section; 43- Obtained; 
46- Donnybrook; 47- Disputed matter; 48- 
___ Crunch; 49- Miscellany; 50- Han ___ was 
a “Star Wars” character; 51- Drops from the 
sky; 52- ___-Rooter; 53- Extended family; 
54- Gap; 56- Patriotic org.; 57- Ox tail?; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Relax and have fun with someone 
attractive. Moderation serves 
you well. Keep an ear for hidden 
elements. Tap into the heart of  
the matter.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Take care of  practical domestic 
matters. Conserve resources at 
home. Make household repairs 
and upgrades to keep systems 
flowing smoothly.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
What you’re learning has huge 
implications. Dive into your 
research and note discoveries. Edit 
and refine your reports and posts. 
Share the highlights.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Push for a lucrative opportunity. A 
profitable dream is within reach. 
Share your vision and enlist support 
from friends. Resist the urge to 
splurge.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Invest in a personal project. Avoid 
gossip or rumors. Costs could exceed 
expectations. Don’t spend recklessly. 
Get what’s needed to get the job 
done.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Dream up an inspiring future 
and list the steps it would take. 
Consider your situation from a 
higher perspective. Perform acts 
of  kindness.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your team comes to the rescue. 
Go for distance, not speed. Leap 
forward with help from friends. 
Avoid controversy or jealousies. 
Energize a group effort.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
A professional test or challenge has 
your focus. Clean messes to realize 
your vision. Another revenue source 
deserves investigation. Stick to 
practical objectives.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Classes and research satisfy your 
curiosity. Indulge an urge to explore. 
Travel with someone who sparks your 
creativity. An interesting suggestion 
reveals surprising developments.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Practical attention to detail saves 
money. Work with a partner for a 
shared financial goal. Discover an 
error and celebrate. Handle a tense 
situation gracefully.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Physical efforts can realize a 
dream. Balance a busy schedule 
with rest and peace. Slow to avoid 
accidents. Moderate the pace to 
save energy.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A collaborative project takes wing. 
Follow a shared passion. You and 
a partner can accomplish more 
together than solo. Coordinate your 
activities and response.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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CHRISTOPHER FERGUSON, 
AUBURN UNIVERSITY

IT’S a common seasonal refrain: 
“Christmas just isn’t like it used 

to be.”
This is not a new complaint. 

History shows that Christmas 
traditions are just as subject to 
change as any other aspect of hu-
man societies, and when customs 
change, there are always some 
who wish they could turn back 
the clock.

In the 1830s, the English soli-
citor William Sandys compiled a 
host of examples of Britons be-
moaning the transformation of 
Christmas customs from earlier 
eras. Sandys himself was espe-
cially concerned about the decli-
ne of public caroling, noting the 
practice appeared “to get more 
neglected every year.” He worried 
that this “neglect” was indicative 
of a wider British tendency to ob-
serve Christmas with less “hospi-
tality and innocent revelry” in the 
19th century than in the past.

Yet the 19th century also pro-
duced new holiday customs. In 
fact, many of the new Christmas 
practices in Sandy’s time went on 
to become established traditions 
themselves – and are now the 
subject of nostalgia and fretted 
over by those who fear their de-
cline. Take, for example, the hum-
ble Christmas card. My research 
shows that these printed seasonal 
greetings borrowed from the cus-
toms of the past to move Christ-
mas into a new age.

A BRITISH TRADITION
Annual sales and circulation 

of Christmas cards have been in 
decline since the 1990s. Lamen-
ts over the potential “death” of 

the Christmas card have been 
especially vocal in the United 
Kingdom, where the mailing of 
Christmas greetings to family and 
friends via printed cards was long 
considered to be an essential ele-
ment of a “British Christmas.”

Indeed, historians Martin 
Johnes and Mark Connelly both 
argue that throughout the 20th 
century the Christmas card was 
viewed as just as essential a part 
of Britain’s distinctive blend of 
holiday traditions as children 
hanging stockings at the end of 
their beds, Christmas pantomi-
mes, and the eating of turkey and 
Brussels sprouts.

Yet, as these same historians 
are quick to note, at one time 
Britons did none of these things 
at Christmas. Each of these tra-
ditions became an element of the 
customary British Christmas only 
during the second half of the 19th 
century and the early decades of 
the 20th.

This makes them all relatively 
new additions to the country’s 
holiday customs, especially when 
viewed in light of Christmas’ 
more than 2,000-year history.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
AND CHRISTMAS CARDS

The custom of mailing printed 
Christmas cards began in the mi-
ddle decades of the 19th century 
and was a product of the indus-
trial revolution. It was made affor-
dable by new innovations in prin-
ting and papermaking and more 
efficient modes of transportation 
such as the railway.

The development of this new 
tradition was also facilitated by 
Parliament’s introduction of the 
Penny Post in 1840, which allowed 
Britons to mail letters to any ad-

dress in the United Kingdom for 
the small price of a penny stamp.

Most historians date the 
Christmas card’s arrival to 1843, 
the same year in which Charles 
Dickens published “A Christmas 
Carol.”

In that year, the inventor and 
civil servant Henry Cole com-
missioned the artist John Callcott 
Horsley to design a card to help 
Cole handle his Christmas corres-
pondence more efficiently.

Printed versions of Cole’s card 
were also made available for sale, 
but the high price of one shilling 
apiece left them outside the bou-
nds of affordability for most of the 
Victorian population.

Cole’s experiment, however, 
inspired other printers to produ-
ce similar but more affordable 
Christmas cards. The use of these 
cheaper cards began to spread 
in the 1850s and had established 
itself as a holiday tradition by the 
final decades of the century.

A VICTORIAN INVENTION?
While the Christmas card may 

have seemed like an entirely new 
invention to Victorian senders 
and receivers, the first Christ-
mas card’s design was actually 
influenced by other, older British 
holiday traditions.

As historians Timothy Larsen 
and the late Neil Armstrong have 
demonstrated, Christmas’ status 
as an established holiday meant 
that new Christmas customs de-
veloped during the 19th century 
needed to connect with, supple-
ment or replace already existing 
traditions. The Christmas card 
was no exception to this recorded 
pattern.

In 1843, many Britons bemoa-
ned the disappearance of a va-

riety of “Old English” Christmas 
customs. Foremost among the-
se were traditions of Christmas 
“hospitality,” including Christmas 
and New Year’s visiting, when fa-
mily, friends and neighbors went 
to each other’s homes to drink 
toasts and offer best wishes for 
the holiday and the coming year.

Scholars argue popular belief 
in these traditions depended on 
a mixture of recalled reality and 
constructed fictions. Foremost 
among the latter were the popu-
lar stories depicting “old English 
hospitality” at Christmas by the 
American writer Washington Ir-
ving, published in the 1820s. In 
fact, Britons regularly invoked 
Irving’s accounts of Christmas at 
the fictional country house, Bra-
cebridge Hall, when debating the 
changing character of their na-
tion’s Christmas observances.

Regardless of these “old” cus-
toms’ historical reality, they ne-
vertheless came to feature promi-
nently in discussions regarding 
the supposed disappearance of a 
range of community level Christ-
mas observances, including feas-
ting, caroling and public acts of 
charity.

All of these, it was believed, 
were endangered in an increasin-
gly urban Britain characterized by 
class tensions, heightened popu-
lation mobility and mass anony-
mity.

A UNION OF THE 
OLD AND THE NEW

While it is unclear whether 
these ongoing debates inspired 
Cole’s decision to commission 
his 1843 Christmas card, the illus-
tration Horsley designed for him 
alluded to them directly.

The card features a family fra-

med by trestles adorned with 
holly and mistletoe, accom-
panied on either side by chari-
table scenes involving the fee-
ding and clothing of the poor. 
The center of the card – and the 
symbolic center of Horsley’s 
Christmas vision – however, is 
the family of three clearly defined 
generations enjoying a collective 
feast, including the classic En-
glish Christmas pudding.

They face the viewer, their 
glasses raised in a toast, directly 
above a banner wishing them 
a “A Merry Christmas and a Ha-
ppy New Year.” The central visual 
imagery of the card – as a “paper 
visitor” to the home of the reci-
pient – replicates the social act of 
toasting associated with the ol-
der custom of holiday visits.

In fact, Horsley’s design in-
voked many of the same elements 
featured in Irving’s stories. This is 
not surprising, given that in later 
life Horsley recalled the impact of 
reading Irving’s depictions of the 
“Christmas at Bracebridge Hall” 
as a boy, and how he and his sis-
ter Fanny had been “determined 
to do our best to keep Christmas 
in such a notable fashion.”

REFASHIONING ‘OLD 
ENGLISH HOSPITALITY’

Early Christmas cards favored 
similar imagery associated with 
the “Old English” Christmas of ca-
rolers, acts of charity, the playing 
of country sports, games such as 
blindman’s bluff, copious gree-
nery, feasting and the toasting of 
Christmas and the New Year.

These Christmas cards were 
thus novel, industrial products 
adorned with the imagery of Bri-
tish Christmases past.

The development, and ultima-
te triumph, of the Christmas card 
in Victorian Britain demonstra-
tes how nostalgia was channeled 
into invention. The Christmas 
card did not revitalize the tra-
ditions of Christmas and New 
Year’s visiting; it offered a paper 
replacement for them.

Industrial production and 
transportation transformed the 
physical visitor into a paper pro-
xy, allowing more people to vi-
sit many more of the homes of 
others during the holiday season 
than they ever would have been 
able to in person.

The desire to hold on to one 
element of an older, supposedly 
declining Christmas tradition 
thus proved instrumental in hel-
ping to create a new holiday tra-
dition in the midst of unprece-
dented changes in the character 
of communications and social 
relations.

Today, a similar context of so-
cial and technological changes has 
caused some to predict the “death” 
of the Christmas card. The his-
tory of the 19th century suggests, 
however, that should the tradition 
die, whatever replaces it will thri-
ve by drawing selectively on the 
Christmas customs of the past. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION

HISTORY

Nostalgia led to the invention 
of the first Christmas card

The first Christmas card with the words ‘A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to You.“ (Artist John Callcott Horsley via Wikimedia Commons)
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PERSISTENT rain over all five days forced 
umpires to finally pull the plug on the 

third cricket test between Australia and India, 
calling play about two hours before the sche-
duled end of the match yesterday as it ended 
in a soggy draw.

Australia declared its second innings at 89-7 
and set India 275 runs to win in 54 overs and 
about a session and a half before stumps yes-
terday. But play only ensued for less than three 
overs before bad light stopped play and an ear-
ly tea was taken with India at none for 8 and 
needed 267 runs to win.

But the rain came again and that was the 
end of play in the test.

Earlier yesterday, Travis Head, named man 
of the match for his 152 runs in the first innin-
gs, dismissed India tailender Akash Deep to 
end India’s first innings at 260 and secure an 
185-run lead for Australia.

After the test, veteran allrounder Ravichan-
dran Ashwin announced his retirement from 
cricket. MDT/AP

JAMES ROBSON, 
MANCHESTER

M
ANCHESTER United head 
coach Ruben Amorim said 
yesterday the club needs 
players like Marcus Rash-

ford after the forward was quoted as 
saying he was ready for a new challenge.

Rashford was dropped from United’s 
squad for its 2-1 win against Manchester 
City on Sunday.

It has led to widespread speculation 
about his future and Rashford discussed 
the possibility of leaving in an interview 
on Tuesday.

“For me, personally, I think I’m ready 
for a new challenge and the next steps,” 
journalist Henry Winter reported him 
saying. “When I leave it’s going to be ‘no 
hard feelings.’”

Amorim was diplomatic when asked 
if he wanted to keep Rashford at the club.

“Of course, because this kind of club 
needs big talents and he’s a big talent,” 
he told a news conference. “So, he just 

needs to perform at the highest level and 
that is my focus. I just want to help Mar-
cus.”

The 27-year-old Rashford is under 
contract until 2028.

He is a graduate of United’s famed 
academy, which has produced many of 
its greatest players like Bobby Charlton, 
George Best, Ryan Giggs and David Be-
ckham.

But he has struggled for form since 
signing his new deal in 2023 — scoring 
just eight goals last season and losing his 
place in the England team.

He has scored three goals in six games 
since Amorim was appointed in Novem-
ber, but was substituted after 56 minutes 
of his last appearance against Viktoria 
Plzen last week and then left out of the 
squad against City. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

Man United coach Amorim 
says club needs ‘big talents’ 
like Rashford

CRICKET

Persistent rain 
over five days 
forces Australia 
and India into 
a soggy draw
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Vanuatu A 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake devastated 
Vanuatu on Tuesday, 
destroying water 
reservoirs in Port Vila 
and killing at least 
nine people. Rescue 
operations continue 
amid water shortages, 
damaged infrastructure, 
and reports of trapped 
survivors. Officials fear 
casualty numbers may 
rise further.

Russia-Ukraine 
Hundreds of North 
Korean troops fighting 
alongside Russia have 
been killed or wounded 
in Ukraine’s Kursk 
region, U.S. officials 
said yesterday [Macau 
time]. Ukraine estimates 
10,000-12,000 North 
Korean troops joined the 
war, as Russia struggles 
with high casualties in the 
prolonged conflict.

Russia’s security service 
yesterday arrested an 
Uzbek national accused 
of killing Lt. Gen. Igor 
Kirillov in a bomb attack in 
Moscow on Tuesday. The 
suspect allegedly acted 
under Ukrainian orders. 
Kirillov, a key military 
leader, faced sanctions 
for his role in the Ukraine 
war.

Denmark Anti-whaling 
activist Paul Watson was 
released in Greenland after 
five months in custody. 
Japan sought his extradition 
for allegedly obstructing a 
2010 whaling ship. Denmark 
denied the request, citing 
inadequate guarantees. 
Watson plans to resume 
anti-whaling campaigns 
from his home in France.

100mph laughing gas driver jailed 
for killing friends in Oxfordshire village

A driver who was filmed inhaling laughing gas behind the wheel 
before a high-speed crash has been jailed for killing three teenage 
friends, BBC has reported.

Thomas Johnson was travelling at speeds of up to 100mph before his 
car hit a tree in the village of Marcham, Oxfordshire, killing passengers 
Ethan Goddard, Daniel Hancock, both 18, and Elliot Pullen, 17.

Johnson, 19, was jailed for nine years and four months at Oxford 
Crown Court after pleading guilty to three counts of causing death by 
dangerous driving, BBC reports.

In comments to the British broadcaster, the victims’ families called 

him a “cocky teenage boy” who was showing off and urged others “not 
to be that driver who shows such disregard for their friends’ lives”.

Hancock’s family also begged people not to be “a passenger of such 
a driver”.

Goddard’s father, Robert, said: “He’s ruined everyone’s life, he’s taken 
three, ruined his own life, devastated ours, just for showing off.”

Elliot Pullen’s sister, Mia, 20, added: “I know he’s just a cocky teenage 
boy, I know he’s not an awful person but he made some awful deci-
sions and I really hope that he feels guilty for what he’s done,” she told 
BBC.

OPINION
The Conversation
Debra Lam, Georgia IT

VICTORIA CHAN 

TWO suspects have 
been arrested in con-

nection with a string of 
burglaries and thefts that 
targeted a household 
in Taipa, according to 
Judiciary Police (PJ). 
The first suspect, iden-
tified as 39-year-old Fi-
lipino national Cruzado, 
was employed as a do-
mestic helper and had 
access to the victims’ 
home. The second sus-
pect, 47-year-old Fili-
pino national Leyza, is 
accused of receiving and 
disposing of the stolen 
goods.

According to the poli-
ce report, the investiga-
tion began Oct. 4 when 
the bureau received a 
complaint from the first 
victim, who suspected 
that a burglary had taken 

place in his home in the 
Taipa area. 

Authorities fou-
nd that the victim had 
stored approximately 
MOP322,000 in jewelry 
and cash, as well as va-
rious foreign currencies, 
all of which were missing 
from an unlocked cabi-
net.

A second complaint 
was filed Dec. 16 by the 
victim’s father, who had 
been staying at the home 
temporarily for half a 
month. 

The father reported 
Dec. 12 that he had left 
his backpack at home. 
Upon his return, he no-
ticed a significant re-
duction in the RMB in 
his backpack. When he 
returned home the next 
day, the money, totaling 
around RMB1,500, was 
completely gone. 

Following a thorough 
investigation, the police 
determined that Cruza-
do, the domestic maid of 
the first victim, was res-
ponsible for the thefts. 
She had taken advantage 
of the victims’ absences 
to steal jewelry, cash, 
and the victim’s father’s 
money. Cruzado then 
handed the stolen goods 
over to her boyfriend, 
Leyza, who subsequently 
disposed of the stolen 
items and sold some of 
the stolen jewelry – in-
cluding three gold rings 
and a gold bracelet – to a 
store for MOP15,000.

The two suspects have 
been arrested and will 
be transferred to the Pu-
blic Prosecutions Office 
(MP) for further investi-
gation on charges of ag-
gravated theft, theft, and 
fraud.

CRIME

Macau domestic 
helper arrested for 
aggravated burglary
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How cities are 
reinventing the public-
private partnership

Cities tackle a vast array of responsibilities – from 
building transit networks to running schools – and 
sometimes they can use a little help. That’s why local 
governments have long teamed up with businesses in 
so-called public-private partnerships. Historically, the-
se arrangements have helped cities fund big infrastruc-
ture projects such as bridges and hospitals.

However, our analysis and research show an emerging 
trend with local governments engaged in private-sec-
tor collaborations – what we have come to describe as 
“community-centered, public-private partnerships,” 
or CP3s. Unlike traditional public-private partnerships, 
CP3s aren’t just about financial investments; they leve-
rage relationships and trust. And they’re about more 
than just building infrastructure; they’re about building 
resilient and inclusive communities.

[We] analyzed community-centered, public-private 
partnerships across the world and put together eight 
case studies. Together, they offer valuable insights into 
how cities can harness the power of CP3s.

1. Clear mission and vision: It’s essential to have a 
mission that resonates with everyone involved. Ruta N 
in Medellín, Colombia, for example, transformed the 
city into a hub of innovation, attracting 471 technology 
companies and creating 22,500 jobs.

This vision wasn’t static. It evolved in response to 
changing local dynamics, including leadership priori-
ties and broader global trends. However, the core mis-
sion of entrepreneurship, investment and innovation 
remained clear and was embraced by all key stakehol-
ders, driving the partnership forward.

2. Diverse and engaged partners: Successful CP3s rely 
on the active involvement of a wide range of partners, 
each bringing their unique expertise and resources to 
the table. In the U.K., for example, the Hull net-zero 
climate initiative featured a partnership that included 
more than 150 companies, many small and medium-
-size. This diversity of partners was crucial to the initiati-
ve’s success because they could leverage resources and 
share risks, enabling it to address complex challenges 
from multiple angles.

Similarly, Malaysia’s Think City engaged community-
-based organizations and vulnerable populations in its 
Penang climate adaptation program. 

3. Robust governance structure: Effective governan-
ce is key to ensuring that CP3s operate smoothly and 
achieve their objectives. For example, in Melbourne, 
Australia, the City Professorial Chair in Urban Resilien-
ce and Innovation includes representatives from the 
city and a university. It has a formal communication 
structure where research informs policy and vice ver-
sa. It aims to harness the research to better inform and 
guide policymaking and in turn advance research by 
putting it into city practice.

4. Commitment to innovation and growth: While we 
found that securing funding and in-kind support is im-
portant, demonstrating economic impact is crucial for 
the sustainability of CP3s.

Dublin’s Smart Docklands initiative is a prime exam-
ple of this. By leveraging technology to address com-
munity needs, the partnership attracted over 3 million 
euros (US$3.1 million) in investments and quadrupled 
the project’s funding.

The initiative not only boosted Dublin’s connectivity 
and tech infrastructure but also addressed public safety 
through solutions such as smart ring buoys. The buoys 
are life preservers with sensors to alert the city when its 
buoys are tampered with or stolen.

The case studies show that CP3s can be a globally 
applicable model for urban development, not merely 
a passing trend. By fostering collective action, sharing 
risks and leveraging multiple sources of funding, CP3s 
can be a powerful tool for cities navigating the challen-
ges and opportunities of the 21st century. [Abridged]


