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Philippines A group of 
Afghan nationals arrived in 
the Philippines yesterday to 
process special immigrant 
visas for their resettlement 
in the United States, as part 
of an agreement between 
Manila and Washington. The 
Philippines agreed last July 
to temporarily host a U.S. 
immigrant visa processing 
center for a limited number of 
Afghan nationals aspiring to 
resettle in America.

Indonesia’s new government 
started an ambitious 
project yesterday to fight 
malnutrition by feeding 
nearly 90 million children 
and pregnant women that is 
expected to cost $28 billion 
through 2029, although 
critics question whether the 
program is affordable.

South Korea’s anti-
corruption agency and police 
debated yesterday more 
forceful measures to detain 
impeached President Yoon 
Suk Yeol after their previous 
attempt was blocked by 
the presidential security 
service last week. The 
discussions highlighted the 
obstacles facing the criminal 
investigation into Yoon’s Dec. 
3 martial law decree, which 
led to his impeachment on 
Dec. 14. 

France’s former 
President Nicolas 
Sarkozy (pictured, left) went 
on trial yesterday over alleged 
illegal financing of his 2007 
presidential campaign by 
the government of late 
Libyan leader Moammar 
Gadhafi. The so-called 
“Libyan case,” the biggest and 
possibly most shocking of 
several scandals involving 
Sarkozy, is scheduled to run 
until April 10, with a verdict 
expected at a later date.
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hit a 20-year 
high
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infections on 
the rise, to 
peak in CNY
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Gov’t links foul odor in Areia Preta to drainage issues from the 
Lot P temporary housing project
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FINANCE 

Bad loans have hit a 20-year 
high; sector claims there is no 
cause for alarm

SOCIETY

Lei Chan U advocates for a new 
mechanism to adjust pensions
RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKER Lei Chan 
U, representing the 

Macau Federation of Tra-
de Unions (FAOM), has 
urged the government to 
amend the mechanism 
that adjusts elderly pen-
sions based on the infla-
tion rate.

In a written inquiry 
to the government sub-
mitted through the Le-
gislative Assembly, the 
lawmaker said that seve-
ral issues have been de-

tected in the application 
of the current system, 
causing a loss of purcha-
sing power and conse-
quently creating additio-
nal difficulties for senior 
citizens who depend on 
such social support.

Lei noted that, accor-
ding to the government’s 
evaluation, the cumula-
tive Composite Consu-
mer Price Index (CCPI) 
variation from the latest 
pension adjustment (in 
January 2020) to Sep-
tember 2024 was 2.47%. 

Since the adjustment 
mechanism is capped at 
a 3% variation condition, 

no pension adjustment 
has been enforced this 
year.

Such a factor has cau-
sed the pension amount 
to remain unchanged for 
nearly five years, which 
does not comply with the 
reality experienced by 
citizens, who have seen 
their expenses grow sig-
nificantly over the same 
period, Lei said.

The matter has been 
raised on several occa-
sions in the past, and the 
government has promi-
sed to study the propo-
sals aired regarding the 
creation of an “Elder-
ly CPI,” i.e., a different 
evaluation of the infla-
tion rate that takes into 
account specific produc-
ts and services required 
and more commonly 
used by seniors, while 
excluding others they do 

not use that contribute 
to the “wrong evalua-
tion” of the current si-
tuation.

The lawmaker noted 
that despite the govern-
ment’s response back in 
2022 that it would take 
data samples from elder-
ly households during the 
latest Census conduc-
ted by the Statistics and 
Census Service, no up-
date on the status of this 
work has been provided 
so far.

Lei wants the new go-
vernment to provide a 
clear update on this work 
as well as on the inten-
tions aired by the Chief 
Executive, Sam Hou Fai, 
in his political platform, 
to link the pension fund 
with the Vitality Index.

RENATO MARQUES

THE  local banking sector 
has continued on an es-

calation of non-performing 
loans over the year of 2024, 
with November hitting the 
highest level in 20 years, a 
report on the monetary and 
financial statistics released 
by the Monetary Authority of 
Macao (AMCM) noted.

According to the same re-
port, the non-performing loan 
ratio increased from 5.4% at 
the end of October to 5.5% at 
the end of November last year.

In total, non-perfor-
ming loans accounted for 
MOP54.88 billion at the end 
of November last year, making 
it the 21st consecutive month 
of growth.

The last time there was a 
drop in the non-performing 
loan ratio was back in Fe-
bruary 2023, when the rate 
dropped marginally from 
1.7% to 1.6%. At this time, 
the total sum on the line was 
MOP20.04 billion.

When compared year-o-
ver-year with 2023, bad loans 
have grown in amount by 
87.6%, from MOP29.26 billion 

(2.6% ratio) to MOP54.88 
billion.

The same report from 
AMCM also shows that while 
bad loans to residents have 
remained stable for the three 
months ending in November 
2024, those related to non-re-
sidents of Macau have been 
consecutively growing, repre-
senting MOP34.33 billion (7% 
ratio) at the end of November.

Despite the poor outco-
mes, the banking sector has 
said that the figures are not 
yet alarming and that banks 
are acting on the problem, Ip 
Sio Kai, the chairman of the 
Macau Association of Banks 
and deputy general manager 
of the Bank of China Macau 
Branch, told public broadcas-
ter TDM.

Ip stated that while the si-

tuation does not pose a signi-
ficant impact on the capacity 
of the banking institutions to 
provide financial services to 
clients, the sector is concen-
trating efforts on reducing the 
non-performing loans throu-
gh the cancellation of the 
loans (covered by the Bank), 
followed by direct negotiation 
with the clients for the reco-
very of the assets related to 

the non-performing loans.
The same official noted 

that the sums of non-perfor-
ming loans are likely to con-
tinue to grow “under the cur-
rent economic situation.” He 
explained that this is mostly 
due to the lack of capacity of 
the SMEs to repay the loans 
they have contracted in the 
last few years, taking advan-
tage of the support measures 
enforced by the government.

Ip remarked that if the Inte-
rest Subsidy Plan, previously 
enforced by the government, 
is canceled or restructured, 
some SMEs whose receipts 
have not yet recovered will 
face added difficulties as they 
might have to repay not only 
the remaining unpaid loan 
amounts but also additional 
interest.

Also, speaking to TDM, 
economist José Luis Sales 
Marques shared similar opi-
nions with Ip, noting that this 
growth of bad loans reflects 
the difficulties of companies 
in fulfilling their obligations 
on the loans they have con-
tracted.

He also agreed that, from 
the point of view of the 
banking sector, the ratios and 
amounts on the line are not 
likely to constitute a signifi-
cant danger for the banking 
institutions.

Nonetheless, Sales Mar-
ques noted that this fact re-
veals information about the 
performance of the local eco-
nomy and so deserves atten-
tion and close follow-up.
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Vietjet Air 
Flight diverts 
due to cabin 
smoke 

A Vietjet Air flight from Nha 
Trang, Vietnam, to Macau 
encountered smoke in the 
rear cabin, prompting an 
emergency return to Nha 
Trang on Jan. 3. In response 
to inquiries, the Civil Aviation 
Authority (AACM) confirmed 
that Vietjet Air sent another 
aircraft to transport 
the passengers. The 
rescheduled flight departed 
at 8:01 p.m. and arrived at 
Macau International Airport 
at 10:57 p.m., operating 
normally throughout. The 
AACM emphasized that 
safety is the industry’s top 
priority and conducts regular 
inspections of operators 
and aviation companies 
at the airport to ensure 
compliance and address any 
deficiencies.

FSS reminds 
contributions 
for last year’s 
Q4

January marks the 
contribution month for the 
fourth quarter of 2024 for 
Social Security System (FSS). 
Employers can use platforms 
including Macao One 
Account to pay mandatory 
system contributions for 
employees with unchanged 
employment situations, as 
well as employment fees 
for non-resident workers. 
Beneficiaries can also make 
their contributions through 
the platform or designated 
banks during the contribution 
month. 

UPM launches 
new graduate 
programs

Macau Polytechnic 
University (UPM) has 
launched three new master’s 
and doctoral programs to 
strengthen the Greater 
Bay Area’s talent pool. The 
offerings include a PhD 
in Physical Education and 
Sports Science, a Master’s in 
Technology and Innovation 
in Sports, and a Master’s in 
Environmental Intelligence. 
The PhD program explores 
competitive sports and 
industry management. The 
master’s programs focus on 
AI, data analytics, and the 
intersection of technology 
and sustainability. The 
Sports Technology program, 
offered in collaboration with 
Shanghai Sport University, 
provides training in smart 
rehabilitation and sports 
tech. The Environmental 
Intelligence program 
integrates environmental 
science and smart city 
concepts.

Foul odor in Areia Preta linked to 
Lot P temporary housing project

ECONOMY

Ella Lei expresses concerns on the impact of 
new outdoor venue on local SMEs
RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKER  Ella Lei, 
representing the Ma-

cau Federation of Trade 
Unions (FAOM), has ex-
pressed concerns over 
the impact of the new 
Outdoor Performance 
Venue on the busines-
ses of local small and 
medium enterprises 
(SMEs).

In a written inquiry 
to the government, the 
lawmaker expressed 
concerns about the fact 
that the new venue is 
located in Cotai due to 

the need for enough 
space, as well as traf-
fic and noise concerns, 
which might not align 
with the purpose of in-
creasing the business of 
local SMEs through the 
visitors attending the 
events.

Lei said that, accor-
ding to government-
-provided information, 
the authorities have so 
far received around 10 
proposals for events at 
this new venue sche-
duled to take place this 
year from organizers in 
Asia, Europe, and the 

United States.
The lawmaker sug-

gested that the govern-
ment take the initiative 
or encourage the event 
organizers to introduce 

schemes to allow visi-
tors and residents par-
ticipating in the perfor-
mances or sports events 
to enjoy preferential dis-
counts on community 

spending, among other 
measures, to attract tho-
se visitors to visit other 
places in Macau and 
spend at those locations 
too.

The same lawmaker 
also suggested that the 
government find attrac-
tive ways to extend the 
length of stay of tourists, 
revitalize the local com-
munity economy, and 
continue to promote the 
non-gaming elements to 
achieve the goal of di-
versifying the economy 
while benefiting local 
and traditional SMEs.

VICTORIA CHAN

T
HE foul odor at Av. Norte 
do Hipódromo in Areia 
Preta and the elderly 
housing facility origina-

tes from unpleasant smells over-
flowing from the drainage chan-
nels associated with the Lot P 
temporary housing project.

In a joint statement yesterday, 
the Environmental Protection Bu-
reau (DSPA) and the Public Works 
Bureau (DSOP) said that the issue 
has been worsened by ongoing 
cleaning operation.

In light of these findings, an 
inter-departmental committee 
meeting was held yesterday to 
urge the project contractor to 
adopt effective mitigation mea-
sures. 

These measures include 
enhancing cleaning protocols, 
improving sealing during the 
cleaning process, and installing 
activated carbon filters at exhaust 
outlets to help alleviate the odors. 
The cleaning operations are ex-
pected to be completed within 
the week.

In addition to the issues related 
to the temporary housing project, 
the discharge of sewage and se-
diment from the stormwater box 
culvert in Av. Norte do Hipódromo 
has also been identified as a spo-
radic source of odor. 

The inter-departmental commi-
ttee has requested that the relevant 
cleansing company increase its 
efforts to regularly clean the stor-
mwater channels, ensuring that 
sediment buildup does not contri-
bute to the unpleasant smells.

While the current odor issue is 
not directly linked to the design 
and construction of the northern 
section of the Light Rail Tran-
sit  (LRT),  the bureaus said it is 
taking proactive steps to mitigate 
any potential impacts.

Measures include cleaning 
temporary drainage channels, di-
verting seawater to dilute effluen-
ts, and regularly flushing outfalls 
to prevent odor accumulation. 

Long-term plans are also un-
derway to increase sewage treat-
ment capacity, particularly with 
the ongoing development of a 
sewage treatment plant on the 
artificial island of the Macao Bou-
ndary Crossing Facilities of the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Brid-
ge.

According to DSPA, the issue 

was raised in a written question 
by lawmaker Ron Lam, who poin-
ted out that the mudflat develop-
ment work for the construction of 
the light rail system has been un-
derway for over a year. 

Residents have complained 
that the sewage interception pi-
pes and the drainage outlet of the 
pumping station are clogged with 
stones and waste, causing the ac-
cumulation of sludge and the re-
lease of a foul smell.

In response, the DSPA explai-
ned that in 2016, there were only 
three rainwater discharge outlets 
along Av. Norte do Hipódromo, 
and the wastewater interception 
works completed in 2019 covered 
these three outlets.

However, DSPA has now revea-
led that there are five rainwater 

drainage points near the seafront, 
with two of them also draining 
wastewater. 

Residents in the area have re-
ported experiencing a persistent 
foul smell when walking in the 
area, and some have even obser-
ved oil and other floating objects 
on the sea surface. 

Lam has called for the gover-
nment to investigate the reasons 
for the misconnection of storm 
sewers, including whether the re-
levant design companies need to 
be held accountable and the sour-
ce of the sewage. 

Lawmaker Leong Hong Sai has 
suggested that interception pro-
jects should be carried out at ou-
tfalls where sewage is found, and 
sewage should be directed into 
sewage treatment plants.
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35 cases of 
illegal tour 
guiding in 2024

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
reported receiving 35 
complaints about illegal 
tour guide activities in 
2024. The government 
conducted joint inspections, 
resulting in reports against 
17 suspected illegal guides. 
Provisional data indicates 
over 34.9 million tourists 
visited Macau last year. In 
response to this influx, the 
MGTO continues to monitor 
the tourism industry and 
collaborate with other 
departments to combat 
illegal activities disrupting 
the market. Last year, the 
MGTO carried out 1,615 
inspections at entry and exit 
ports, tourist attractions, 
and shopping areas to 
ensure orderly tourism 
operations.

Two men 
arrested for 
burglary

Police have arrested 
two men suspected of 
burglarizing a shop and 
stealing HKD48,000. One 
of the suspects, a former 
employee of the store, 
deceived a locksmith into 
believing he had lost the 
key, enabling him to unlock 
the door. The theft was 
reported last Saturday 
after the store manager 
discovered the lock had 
been cut open. Officers 
intercepted the two men, 
aged 29 and 33, and 
found HKD6,000 in their 
possession. The locksmith 
later confirmed he had been 
misled into assisting with 
the break-in.

Strong winter 
monsoon 
to bring 
temperature 
drop this 
weekend

The Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
forecasts a strong winter 
monsoon approaching 
Macau later this week, 
causing temperatures to 
drop over the weekend. The 
predicted low for Saturday 
is 11 degrees Celsius, with 
many areas in the Pearl 
River Delta possibly falling 
to 10 degrees or below. 
From today until tomorrow, 
easterly winds will bring 
increased cloudiness and 
light rain. As air pressure 
rises in central China, the 
winter monsoon will move 
southward, leading to a 
significant temperature 
drop in South China starting 
Friday.

HEALTH

Influenza infections on 
the rise, to peak in CNY

THE ADVENTURES OF ALICE 

Grand Lisboa Palace to 
host new residency show
THIS year, Grand Lis-

boa Palace will host 
a new residency show, 
as announced by the 
gaming operator. SJM 
Resorts, in partner-
ship with the renowned 
Hong Kong Ballet, is in-
viting talented male and 
female dancers with 
strong skills in ballet 
or contemporary dan-
ce to audition for “The 
Adventures of Alice @ 

Grand Lisboa Palace Re-
sort Macau.”

This reimagined clas-

sic story will come to 
life through performan-
ces, imaginative costu-

mes, and up-close inte-
raction with the audien-
ce under the guidance 
of artistic professionals. 
Successful candida-
tes will be engaged on 
short-term performan-
ce contracts .

Septime Webre, the 
artistic director of the 
Hong Kong Ballet, em-
phasizes the unique be-
nefits of participating in 
“The Adventures of Ali-
ce” residency show.

He highlights how 
this program serves as 
a platform for dancers 
to elevate their careers 
and showcase their ta-
lents.

The production, cho-

reographed by Webre, 
will be performed on 
selected days throu-
ghout 2025 at the Grand 
Lisboa Palace Resort 
Macau. 

The experience fea-
tures a lively parade, 
whimsical performan-
ces, and interactive 
workshops, taking pla-
ce on a state-of-the-art 
360-degree stage at the 
Atrium on Level 1 of the 
resort. 

Auditions will be held 
on Jan. 11 and Jan. 12 
at the Macao Conser-
vatory School of Dance 
and the Hong Kong Aca-
demy for Performing 
Arts, respectively. VC

VICTORIA CHAN

MACAU has entered the peak 
period of influenza, with the 

number of consultations for the 
illness increasing significantly in 
recent weeks, according to heal-
th officials in a press conference 
yesterday.

Leong Iek Hou, head of Com-
municable Disease Prevention 
and Control Division of the Cen-
tre for Disease Prevention and 
Control of the Health Bureau 
(SSM), stated that Macau entered 
the peak period of influenza late 
last month.

Last week, the number of in-
fluenza consultations among 
adults and children increased 
by 39% and 23% week-on-week, 
respectively. Leong expects the 
influenza virus to remain active 
in the next few weeks, and diffe-
rent influenza viruses may cir-
culate alternately. “Vaccination 
can prevent four subtypes of the 
virus, including H1, H3, and two 
B types,” she noted.

Chang Tam Fei, director of the 
emergency department of Conde 
de S. Januário, said that the ave-
rage daily number of consulta-
tions has continued to rise since 
late last month, with the average 
follow-up time reaching 71 mi-
nutes.

“We use 800 consultations as 
a warning line, and we have seen 
numbers consistently exceed this 
threshold,” Chang said. 

Manpower and hospital beds 
have been allocated according to 
the situation, and Chang urged 
patients with mild symptoms to 
make use of community medical 
facilities to reduce the burden on 
hospitals.

Chan Choi Wan, deputy head 
of the Department of Commu-
nicable Disease Prevention and 

Control, revealed that a total of 
162,000 people have been vac-
cinated against influenza, an 
increase of nearly 42% year-on-
-year. The vaccination results for 
high-risk groups are satisfactory. 
In addition to influenza, Macau 
has also seen an upward trend 
in various acute respiratory in-

fectious diseases, with the detec-
tion rates of respiratory influenza 
viruses and enteroviruses being 
12.4% and 21% respectively.

Health officials in Macau are 
urging the public to get vaccinated 
against influenza as soon as pos-
sible to combat the ongoing peak 
season. 

Over the weekend, the SSM 
has already issued an alert regar-
ding the active influenza virus in 
the region, indicating that it has 
surpassed the warning level and 
is now at epidemic peak.

Recent data from hospital sur-
veillance shows a notable increa-
se in influenza-like illness visits 
since late December 2024.

Specifically, adult emergency 
room visits for such cases rose by 
39%, while visits among children 
increased by 23.1%. In the 52nd 
week of 2024 alone, influenza-
-like cases constituted 5.2% of to-
tal adult visits and 15.6% among 
children, reflecting a concerning 
trend.

The bureau reported a signi-
ficant rise in the positive rate of 
influenza viruses detected in pa-
tients, jumping from 2.6% in the 
previous week to 15%, exceeding 
the warning threshold of 14.5%. 
The predominant strain identi-
fied is influenza A H1, accounting 
for 75% of cases.

Additionally, four cluster in-
fection events were recorded in 
December, primarily affecting 
schools. Macau has reported 21 
critical cases requiring ventila-
tors this year, with five fatalities; 
most affected individuals had not 
been vaccinated.

Rise in gastroenteritis cases 
driven by norovirus infections

IN recent weeks, Ma-
cau has seen a sig-

nificant increase in 
acute gastroenteritis 
cases, with a notab-
le surge in norovirus 
infections, the Health 
Bureau (SSM) repor-
ted.

According to SSM’s 
data, the number of 
people seeking medi-
cal attention for acu-
te gastroenteritis rose 
from an average of 88 
cases per week in No-

vember 2024 to 125 
cases by the end of De-
cember. Additionally, 
the weekly average of 
reported norovirus in-
fection cases jumped 
from 12 in November 
to 92 by the end of De-
cember.

The majority of the 
cases were attributed 
to either foodborne 
gastroenteritis or hu-
man-to-human trans-
mission involving lar-
ge groups of people. 

The bureau has 
notified the relevant 
departments and im-
plemented infection 
control measures in 
response to 12 col-
lective gastroenteritis 
outbreaks, seven of 
which were confirmed 
to be caused by noro-
virus.

“Acute gastroente-
ritis is usually caused 
by viruses or bacteria, 
and the most common 
pathogens are norovi-

rus and salmonella,” 
the SSM explained.

“Transmission can 
occur through conta-
minated food or water, 
contact with infected 
individuals, or expo-
sure to contaminated 
objects.”

The SSM is urging 
the public to prioriti-
ze personal, environ-
mental, and food hy-
giene to prevent the 
further spread of the 
disease. VC
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MGM’s two signature re-
gional Chinese restauran-
ts, Imperial Court and Five 
Foot Road, have once again 
received One-Diamond ho-
nors from the prestigious 
Black Pearl Restaurant Gui-

Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) is enhancing its 
collaboration with the Macau 
SAR Government to promo-
te community tourism and 
support the revitalization of 
local attractions. Since 2023, 

MGM’s Imperial Court and Five Foot 
Road earn accolades 

Galaxy boosts community tourism 
through training initiatives 

duced new tasting menus 
that showcase the finest 
regional specialties. 

Hubert Wang, president 
and COO of MGM China 
Holdings Limited, expres-
sed pride in the accolades, 
emphasizing the dedication 
of the Golden Lion Team to 
deliver exceptional dining 
experiences.

The Black Pearl Res-
taurant Guide, which has 
gained respect in the culi-
nary world since its estab-
lishment eight years ago, 
continues to influence the 
global perception of Chi-
nese cuisine. With over 300 
featured restaurants across 
30 cities, it remains a vital 
resource for discerning di-
ners seeking quality dining 
experiences.

In late 2024, GEG partnered 
with the Macao University of 
Tourism to launch the “Ex-
perience Macao with GEG” 
initiative, which included se-
minars on local history and 
culture. 

Over 300 participants atten-
ded these seminars, gaining 
insights into Taipa and Coloa-
ne’s heritage from experts.

Additionally, a five-day study 
program allowed 25 frontli-
ne staff to explore Macau’s 
cultural preservation efforts 
through classroom lectures 
and site visits.

These initiatives aim to 
deepen employees’ know-
ledge of Macau’s tourism 
landscape, enhancing their 
ability to promote the region 
as a premier destination for 
visitors.

de 2025.
To celebrate their achie-

vements, Executive Chef 
Homan Tsui of Imperial 
Court and Executive Sous 
Chef Yang Dengquan of 
Five Foot Road have intro-

GEG has focused on the Lai 
Chi Vun Shipyards project, 
offering training programs 
to improve understanding of 
Macau’s tourism resources 
among its team members 
and the community.

BERNARD CONDON, 
NEW YORK 

Y
OUR car is spying on 
you.

That is one takeaway 
from the fast, detailed 

data that Tesla collected on the 
driver of one of its Cybertrucks 
that exploded in Las Vegas earlier 
this week. Privacy data experts 
say the deep dive by Elon Musk’s 
company was impressive, but also 
shines a spotlight on a difficult 
question as vehicles become less 
like cars and more like computers 
on wheels.

Is your car company violating 
your privacy rights?

“You might want law enfor-
cement to have the data to crack 
down on criminals, but can anyo-
ne have access to it?” said Jodi Da-
niels, CEO of privacy consulting 
firm Red Clover Advisors. “Where 
is the line?”

Many of the latest cars not 
only know where you’ve been and 
where you are going, but also of-
ten have access to your contacts, 
your call logs, your texts and other 
sensitive information thanks to 
cell phone syncing.

The data collected by Musk’s 
electric car company after the 
Cybertruck packed with fireworks 
burst into flames in front of the 
Trump International Hotel Wed-
nesday proved valuable to police 
in helping track the driver’s move-
ments.

Within hours of the New Year’s 
Day explosion that burned the 
driver beyond recognition and 

injured seven, Tesla was able to 
track Matthew Livelsberger’s mo-
vements in detail from Denver to 
Las Vegas, and also confirm that 
the problem was explosives in the 
truck, not the truck itself. Tesla 
used data collected from charging 
stations and from onboard sof-
tware -- and to great acclaim.

“I have to thank Elon Musk, 
specifically,” said Las Vegas Metro-
politan Police Department Sheriff 
Kevin McMahill to reporters. “He 
gave us quite a bit of additional 
information.”

Some privacy experts were less 
enthusiastic.

“It reveals the kind of sweeping 
surveillance going on,” said Da-

vid Choffnes, executive director 
of the Cybersecurity and Privacy 
Institute at Northeastern Univer-
sity in Boston. “When something 
bad happens, it’s helpful, but it’s a 
double edged sword. Companies 
that collect this data can abuse it.”

General Motors, for instance, 
was sued in August by the Texas 
attorney general for allegedly 
selling data from 1.8 million dri-
vers to insurance companies wi-
thout their consent.

Cars equipped with cameras to 
enable self-driving features have 
added a new security risk. Tesla it-
self came under fire after Reuters 
reported how employees from 
2019 through 2022 shared drivers’ 

sensitive videos and recordings 
with each other, including videos 
of road rage incidents and, in one 
case, nudity.

Tesla did not respond to emai-
led questions about its privacy 
policy. On its website, Tesla says it 
follows strict rules for keeping na-
mes and information private.

“No one but you would have 
knowledge of your activities, loca-
tion, or a history of where you’ve 
been,” according to a statement. 
“Your information is kept private 
and secure.”

Auto analyst Sam Abuelsa-
mid at Telemetry Insight, said he 
doesn’t think Tesla is “especially 
worse” than other auto com-

panies in handling customer 
data, but he is still concerned.

“This is one of the biggest ethi-
cal issues we have around mo-
dern vehicles. They’re connec-
ted,” he said. “Consumers need to 
have control over their data.”

Tensions were high when the 
Cybertruck parked at the front 
doors of Trump’s hotel began 
smoking, then burst into flames. 
Just hours earlier a driver in ano-
ther vehicle using the same peer-
-to-peer car rental service, Turo, 
had killed 15 people after slam-
ming into a crowd in New Orleans 
in what law enforcement is calling 
a terrorist attack.

Shortly before 1 p.m., the Las 
Vegas police announced they were 
investigating a second incident.

“The fire is out,” the police an-
nounced on the social media pla-
tform X, one of Musk’s other com-
panies. “Please avoid the area.”

Tesla shortly thereafter swung 
into action.

“The whole Tesla senior team 
is investigating this matter right 
now,” Musk wrote on X. “Will post 
more information as soon as we 
learn anything.”

Over the next few hours, Tes-
la was able to piece together 
Livelsberger’s journey over five 
days and four states by tracking, 
among other things, his rechar-
ging stops in various locations, 
including Monument, Colorado, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and 
Flagstaff, Arizona.

There are no federal laws re-
gulating car data similar to those 
that restrict information collec-
tion and sharing by banks and 
health care providers. And state 
laws are a grab-bag of various ru-
les, mostly focused on data priva-
cy in general.

Daniels, the privacy consul-
tant, thinks that new national 
laws are needed because rules 
have not kept up with technology.

“I think law enforcement shou-
ld have access to data that can 
help them solve things quickly,” 
she said. “But we have a right to 
privacy.” MDT/AP

TESLA

Data helped police after Las Vegas 
truck explosion, but experts have 
wider privacy concerns

Tesla Cybertruck involved in an explosion outside the Trump Hotel in Las Vegas
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Beijing protests US sanctions for its 
alleged role in hacking, complains 
of foreign hacker attacks

Cyberspace authorities purge internet of ‘troll farms’
CHINA’S cyberspace 

regulators shut down 
over 400 websites and pla-
tforms in 2024, punishing 
2.39 million online accoun-
ts and merchants to com-
bat activities associated 
with the “online troll far-
ms”.

“Troll farms” are groups 
hired to post online com-
ments, make purchases 
and manipulate public opi-
nion to boost popularity or 
attack competitors. These 
groups may create fake 
accounts, spread misinfor-
mation, or engage in as-
troturfing to disguise paid 
activity as genuine user en-
gagement.

According to a news re-
lease from the Cyberspace 
Administration of China 
on Friday, authorities have 
further intensified efforts 
to crack down on these ac-
tivities since the start of the 

new year.
The release stated that 

some online troll farms ex-
ploit social events to gain 
attention, while others 
create false reputations for 
merchants or manipulate 
ratings and reviews for fil-
ms and celebrities, genera-
ting fake traffic data.

Such activities severely 
harm the online ecosys-
tem, the statement said. 
Last year, over 400 websites 
and platforms were shut 
down, and 4.82 million pie-
ces of illegal and harmful 
information were removed, 
the cyberspace administra-
tion said.

Authorities imposed pu-
nishments on 2.39 million 
online accounts and mer-
chants, as well as 52,000 
online groups.

The administration has 
disclosed several typical 
cases.

Some online trolls set 
up self-service ordering 
platforms offering services 
such as boosting reviews, 
“likes” and engagement on 
short-video, livestreaming 
and social media platfor-
ms, the release noted.

Cyber administration 
authorities have shut down 
platforms dedicated to on-

line troll farms and worked 
with app stores to intercept 
or remove certain applica-
tions.

Authorities have also 
investigated the misuse of 
new technologies, such as 
artificial intelligence, and 
applications designed to 
generate fake traffic.

Some online troll farms 

frequently used bot ac-
counts to post in bulk in 
comment sections, taking 
advantage of opportuni-
ties to boost rankings and 
create trending topics, the 
cyberspace administration 
said.

Certain software tools 
have developed AI-writing 
functions and account far-
ms for one-click posting, 
facilitating account mani-
pulation and topic fabrica-
tion.

In response, authorities 
urged online platforms to 
handle illegal accounts in 
accordance with laws and 
agreements. They have 
collaborated with relevant 
departments to crack down 
on AI-tool-based online 
troll farm organizations 
and guided platforms to 
enhance technical mea-
sures to intercept and deal 
with account-farming sof-

tware and bot accounts.
The release said that 

cyber administration au-
thorities will continue 
working with relevant de-
partments to maintain 
“high pressure” and se-
verely punish online troll 
farms’ activities, resolutely 
preventing their resurgen-
ce.

The cyberspace admi-
nistration has also urged 
the public to actively par-
ticipate in oversight and 
report online misconduct 
by providing timely infor-
mation about potential 
violations.

It reminded netizens to 
exercise caution when en-
countering online part-ti-
me job offers to avoid being 
deceived into participating 
in online troll farm activi-
ties, which could result in 
personal and financial los-
ses. CHINADAILY

ELAINE KURTENBACH, 
BANGKOK

C
HINA has slammed a 
decision by the U.S. 
Treasury to sanction a 
Beijing-based cyber-

security company for its alleged 
role in multiple hacking inci-
dents targeting critical U.S. in-
frastructure, while the Chinese 
cyber security agency complai-
ned Monday of attacks on Chi-
nese networks.

Asked about the sanctions 
against Beijing-based Integri-
ty Technology Group, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Guo Jiakun said the country has 
cracked down on cyber attacks 
and that Washington was using 
the issue to “defame and smear 
China.”

“For some time now, the U.S. 
side has been playing up so-cal-
led Chinese cyber attacks and 
has even initiated illegal unila-
teral sanctions against China,” 
Guo said. “China firmly oppo-
ses this and will take necessary 
measures to safeguard its legiti-
mate rights and interests.”

Integrity Technology Group 
said the move by Washington 
had “no factual basis.”

“The company firmly oppo-

ses the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment’s unwarranted accusations 
and Illegal unilateral sanctions 
on the company,” the company, 
also known as Yongxin Zhicheng 
Technology Group, said in a sta-
tement Monday to the Shanghai 
Stock Exchange.

The China National Cyber Se-
curity Information Center said 
it had discovered attacks from 

various malicious websites and 
foreign IP addresses, including 
some in California and Florida. 
It also reported attacks from the 
Netherlands, Singapore, Mexico, 
Turkey and Vietnam using Tro-
jan programs, botnets, phishing, 
theft of intellectual property and 
violations of privacy.

“They pose a major threat 
to China’s domestic networked 

units and internet users and 
some activities have been sus-
pected of criminal offenses,” the 
center said in a notice on its We-
Chat social media site.

On Friday, the Treasury’s Offi-
ce of Foreign Assets Control hit 
Integrity Technology with sanc-
tions that block access to U.S. 
property and bank accounts and 
prevent the targeted people and 

companies from doing business 
with Americans. It cited alleged 
multiple hacks against U.S. vic-
tims, including incidents attri-
buted to Flax Typhoon, a Chi-
nese state-sponsored campaign 
that targets U.S. critical infras-
tructure.

The sanctions did not appear 
to be related to an incident in 
which the Treasury Department 
reported that Chinese hackers 
had remotely accessed several 
of its workstations and unclassi-
fied documents in a major brea-
ch of cybersecurity.

The Treasury Department 
said it learned of that problem 
on Dec. 8, when a third-par-
ty software service provider, 
BeyondTrust, flagged that ha-
ckers had stolen a key “used by 
the vendor to secure a cloud-
-based service used to remotely 
provide technical support” to 
workers.

U.S. officials are grappling 
with the fallout from a massive 
Chinese cyberespionage blitz 
known as Salt Typhoon that they 
say gave officials in Beijing ac-
cess to private texts and phone 
conversations of an unknown 
number of Americans.

Late last month, officials said 
at least eight telecommunica-
tions companies, as well as do-
zens of nations, had been affec-
ted by Salt Typhoon.

Integrity Technology said the 
sanctions would not adversely 
affect its business since it does 
not operate in the U.S. and has 
no assets there. It added that it 
abides by all laws and regulations 
and that it “has always adhered to 
the corporate vision and mission 
of bringing a sense of security to 
the world.” MDT/AP
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MALAYSIA

Jailed ex-leader Najib wins 
appeal to pursue bid to serve 
corruption sentence at home

KOREAS

South Korea says North Korea fired 
a ballistic missile into the sea
KIM TONG-HYUNG, 
SEOUL

NORTH Korea yesterday 
fired a ballistic missile 

that flew 1,100 kilometers 
before landing in waters be-
tween the Korean Peninsula 
and Japan, South Korea’s 
military said, extending its 
weapons testing weeks be-
fore Donald Trump returns 
as U.S. president.

The South’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said the midrange 
missile was fired from an 
area near the North Korean 
capital Pyongyang and that 
the launch preparations 
were detected in advance by 
the U.S. and South Korean 
militaries. It denounced 
the launch as a provocation 
that poses a serious threat 
to peace and stability on the 
Korean Peninsula.

The joint chiefs said the 
military was strengthening 
its surveillance and defense 

posture in preparation for 
possible additional laun-
ches.

Japan’s Defense Ministry 
said the missile landed out-
side its exclusive economic 
zone and that there were no 
reports of damage to vessels 
or aircraft.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba expressed 
concern that the North’s 
accelerated pace in missile 
tests is advancing its capa-
bilities. The North last year 
tested various nuclear-ca-
pable systems that threaten 
its neighbors and the Uni-
ted States, including a new 
solid-fuel intercontinental 
ballistic missile that achie-
ved both the highest altitu-
de and longest flight time of 
any missile the country has 
launched.

Blinken holds talks in 
Seoul as political turmoil 
shakes South Korea

The launch came as U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken was visiting Seoul 
for talks with South Korean 
allies over the North Korean 
nuclear threat and other is-
sues.

Blinken’s visit comes 
amid political turmoil in 
South Korea following Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol’s short-li-
ved martial law decree and 
subsequent impeachment 
by parliament last month, 

which experts say puts the 
country at a disadvantage in 
getting a steady footing with 
Trump ahead of his return 
to the White House.

In a news conference 
with South Korean Fo-
reign Minister Cho Tae-yul, 
Blinken condemned North 
Korea’s latest launch, which 
violates U.N. Security Cou-
ncil resolutions against the 
North. He also reiterated 

concerns about the growing 
alignment between North 
Korea and Russia in Mos-
cow’s war on Ukraine.

According to U.S., Ukrai-
nian and South Korean 
assessments, North Korea 
has sent more than 10,000 
troops and conventional 
weapons systems to su-
pport Moscow’s war cam-
paign. There are concerns 
that Russia could transfer to 
North Korea advanced wea-
pons technology in return, 
which could potentially 
enhance the threat posed 
by leader Kim Jong Un’s nu-
clear-armed military.

Blinken described the 
military cooperation be-
tween Russia and North 
Korea as a “two-way street,” 
saying Russia has been pro-
viding military equipment 
and training to the North 
and “intends to share space 
and satellite technology.”

Blinken and Cho both 
dismissed concerns about 
damage to the U.S.-South 
Korea alliance in the after-
math of the political turmoil 
in Seoul. Experts had war-
ned that Yoon’s martial law 
decree — which lasted only 
hours but has rattled poli-

tics, high-level diplomacy 
and financial markets for 
weeks — exposed the fragi-
lity of South Korea’s demo-
cratic system in a divided 
society.

“We had serious con-
cerns about some of the 
actions that President Yoon 
took and we communicated 
those directly to the gover-
nment,” Blinken said. “At 
the same time we have tre-
mendous confidence in the 
resilience of South Korea’s 
democracy, in the strength 
of its institutions and in the 
efforts that it’s making to 
work through those institu-
tions, pursuant to the cons-
titution and the rule of law 
to resolve differences and to 
do so peacefully.”

Kim’s warning ahead of 
Trump’s return

In a year-end political 
conference, Kim, the Nor-
th Korean leader, vowed to 
implement the “toughest” 
anti-U.S. policy and critici-
zed the Biden administra-
tion’s efforts to strengthen 
security cooperation with 
Seoul and Tokyo, which he 
described as a “nuclear mi-
litary bloc for aggression.” 
MDT/AP

M
ALAYSIA’S impri-
soned former Pri-
me Minister Najib 
Razak yesterday 

won an appeal to pursue his 
bid to serve his remaining cor-
ruption sentence under house 
arrest.

In an application in April 
last year, Najib said he had 
clear information that then-
-King Sultan Abdullah Sultan 
Ahmad Shah issued an adden-
dum order allowing him to fi-
nish his sentence under house 
arrest. 

Najib claimed the adden-
dum was issued during a par-
dons board meeting on Jan. 
29 last year chaired by Sultan 
Abdullah that also cut his 12-
year jail sentence by half and 
sharply reduced a fine. But the 
High Court tossed out his bid 
three months later.

The Court of Appeals, in a 
2-1 ruling yesterday, ordered 
the High Court to hear the me-
rits of the case. The decision 

came after Najib’s lawyer pro-
duced a letter from a Pahang 
state palace official confirming 

that then-Sultan Abdullah had 
issued the addendum order.

“We are happy that finally 

Najib has got a win,” his lawyer 
Mohamad Shafee Abdullah 
said. “He is very happy and 
very relieved that finally they 
recognized some element of 
injustice that has been placed 
against him.”

The lawyer said Najib gave a 
thumbs-up in court when the 
ruling was read.

He said it was “criminal” for 
the government to conceal the 
addendum order. Shafee noted 
that a new High Court judge 
will now hear the case.

In his application, Najib 
accused the pardons board, 
home minister, attorney-ge-
neral and four others of con-
cealing the sultan’s order “in 
bad faith.” Sultan Abdullah 
hails from Najib’s hometown in 
Pahang. He ended his five-year 
reign on Jan. 30 last year un-
der Malaysia’s unique rotating 
monarchy system. A new king 
took office a day later.

Home Minister Saifuddin 
Nasution Ismail has said he 

had no knowledge of such an 
order since he wasn’t a mem-
ber of the pardons board. The 
others named in Najib’s appli-
cation have not made any pu-
blic comments.

Najib, 71, served less than 
two years of his sentence be-
fore it was commuted by the 
pardons board. His senten-
ce is now due to end on Aug. 
23, 2028. He was charged 
and found guilty in a corrup-
tion case linked to the multi-
billion-dollar looting of state 
fund 1Malaysia Development 
Berhad.

The pardons board didn’t 
give any reason for its decision 
and wasn’t required to explain. 
But the move has prompted a 
public outcry over the appea-
rance that Najib was being gi-
ven special privileges compa-
red to other prisoners.

Najib set up the 1MDB deve-
lopment fund shortly after he 
took office in 2009. Investiga-
tors allege at least $4.5 billion 
was stolen from the fund and 
laundered by Najib’s associa-
tes through layers of bank ac-
counts in the United States 
and other countries, financed 
Hollywood films and extra-
vagant purchases that inclu-
ded hotels, a luxury yacht, art 
and jewelry. More than $700 
million landed in Najib’s bank 
accounts.

Najib is still fighting gra-
ft charges in the main trial 
linking him directly to the 
scandal. MDT/AP

A supporter of former Prime Minister Najib Razak waits outside the Court of 
Appeals, in Putrajaya, Malaysia, yesterday 
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The people of India have voted Indira Gandhi back 
into power - less than three years after rejecting her 
“emergency dictatorship”.

When the last of the 196 million votes in national 
elections were counted, her Congress (Indira) party 
had won 351 of the 525 contested seats in the lower 
house of parliament, or Lok Sabha.

Mrs Gandhi’s triumph virtually wiped out her party’s 
two major contenders. Neither the Janata nor the 
Lok Dal party gained the requisite 54 seats to qualify 
for recognition as the official opposition.

Underscoring the extent of her victory, was the 
election of her son Sanjay, who had been blamed for 
many of the excesses of the emergency rule. He is 
out of prison on appeal against his conviction for 
stealing then destroying the master copy of a film 
satirizing his mother’s rule.

Mrs Gandhi, who had ruled India for 11 years until 
1977, successfully appealed to India’s rural masses 
with her two election slogans, “Banish Poverty” and 
“Law and Order”.

During the 63-day campaign, the 62-year-old gave 
up to 20 speeches a day during a 40,000 mile tour of 
384 constituencies.

But Mrs Gandhi’s political comeback will be viewed 
with suspicion. During the 19 months of emergency 
rule, introduced after she was accused of electo-
ral malpractice, democracy was suspended, many 
opposition politicians were imprisoned and a com-
pulsory birth control programme was introduced.

When Mrs Gandhi sought to have the regime legiti-
mised through the polls, she was defeated by Morarji 
Desai’s Janata party.

The last time she appeared in parliament was in 
1978 when she was expelled on charges involving 
harassment of government officials during the 
emergency. She is still under investigation on char-
ges of abuse of power, although the assumption is 
these will now be shelved.

Her electoral victory is partly due to the break-up 
last summer of the fragile coalition which formed the 
Janata party, leaving caretaker prime minister Cha-
ran Singh in control.

Courtesy BBC News

1980 Gandhi returned 
by landslide vote

In context

Indira Gandhi’s first formal speech after her elec-
tion victory spoke of compromise, even for her 
opponents.
She said the nation had to be lifted from the “ru-
inous state” into which it had fallen.
Her son Sanjay was later killed in an air crash.
In 1984 she ordered the storming of the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar to flush out Sikh militants 
who were pursuing self rule for Punjab.
Two months later she was assassinated by her 
own Sikh bodyguards.
Her eldest surviving son, Rajiv, succeeded her 
as prime minister. He, too, was assassinated, in 
1991, by supporters of the Tamil Tigers in retal-
iation for ordering the deployment of troops in 
Sri Lanka.
His widow, Sonia, took over the leadership of the 
Congress party in 1998.
In 2004, she won the general election and re-
turned Congress to power.
But she unexpectedly refused to take up the 
post of prime minister, handing it instead to for-
mer finance minister Manmohan Singh.

this day in history
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TikTok creators left in limbo 
while awaiting decision on 
potential platform ban
JONATHAN LANDRUM JR. & 
HALELUYA HADERO 

W
ILL TikTok be 
banned this 
month?

That’s the 
pressing question keeping 
creators and small business 
owners in anxious limbo as 
they await a decision that cou-
ld upend their livelihoods. The 
fate of the popular app will be 
decided by the Supreme Court, 
which will hear arguments on 
Jan. 10 over a law requiring Tik-
Tok to break ties with its Chi-
nese-based parent company, 
ByteDance, or face a U.S. ban.

At the heart of the case is 
whether the law violates the 
First Amendment with TikTok 
and its creator allies arguing 
that it does. The U.S. govern-
ment, which sees the platform 
as a national security risk, says 
it does not.

For creators, the TikTok 
doomsday scenarios are no-
thing new since President-elect 
Donald Trump first tried to ban 
the platform through executi-
ve order during his first term. 
But despite Trump’s recent 
statements indicating he now 
wants TikTok to stick around, 
the prospect of a ban has never 
been as immediate as it is now 
with the Supreme Court ser-
ving as the final arbiter.

If the government prevails 
as it did in a lower court, TikTok 
says it would shut down its U.S. 
platform by Jan. 19, leaving 
creators scrambling to redefine 
their futures.

“A lot of my other creative 

friends, we’re all like freaking 
out. But I’m staying calm,” said 
Gillian Johnson, who benefited 
financially from TikTok’s live 
feature and rewards program, 
which helped creators gene-
rate higher revenue potential 
by posting high-quality origi-
nal content. The 22-year-old 
filmmaker and recent college 
graduate uses her TikTok ear-
nings to help fund her equip-
ment for projects such as ca-
mera lens and editing software 
for her short films “Gambit” 
and “Awaken! My Neighbor.”

Johnson said the idea of Tik-
Tok going away is “hard to ac-
cept.”

Many creators have taken 
to TikTok to voice their frustra-
tions, grappling with the possi-
bility that the platform they’ve 
invested so much in could 
soon disappear. Online com-
munities risk being disrupted, 
and the economic fallout cou-
ld especially be devastating for 
those who mainly depend on 
TikTok and have left full-time 
jobs to build careers and inco-
mes around their content.

For some, the uncertainty 
has led them to question whe-
ther to continue creating con-
tent at all, according to John-
son, who says she knows crea-
tors who have been thinking 
about quitting. But Nicla Bar-
toli, the vice president of sales 
at The Influencer Marketing 
Factory, said the creators she 
has interreacted with have not 
been too worried since news 
about a potential TikTok ban 
has come up repeatedly over 
the years, and then died down.

“I believe a good chunk 
think it is not going to happen,” 
said Bartoli, whose agency 
works to pair influencers and 
brands.

It’s unclear how quickly the 
Supreme Court will issue a de-
cision. But the court could act 
swiftly to block the law from 
going into effect if at least five 
of the nine justices deem it un-
constitutional.

Trump, for his part, has al-
ready asked the justices to put 
a pause on the ban so he could 
weigh in after he takes office. 
In a brief — written by his pick 
for solicitor general — Trump 
called the First Amendment 
implications of a TikTok ban 
“sweeping and troubling” and 
said he wants a “negotiated 
resolution” to the issue, some-
thing the Biden administration 
had pursued to no avail.

While waiting for the dust 
to settle in Washington, some 
creators are exploring alterna-
tives ways to promote them-
selves or their business, encou-
raging users to follow them on 
other social media platforms or 
are investing more time produ-
cing non-TikTok content.

Johnson says she is already 
strategizing her next move and 
exploring alternative opportu-
nities. While she hasn’t found 
a place quite like TikTok, she’s 
begun to spend more of her 
time on other platforms, such 
as Instagram and YouTube, 
both of whom are expected to 
benefit financially if TikTok va-
nishes.

According to a report by 
Goldman Sachs, the so-called 

creator economy, which has 
been fueled in part by TikTok, 
could be worth $480 billion by 
2027.

Because the opportunity to 
monetize content exists across 
a range of platforms, a vast 
amount of creators have alrea-
dy diversified their social me-
dia presence. However, many 
TikTok creators have credited 
the platform — and its algori-
thm — with giving them a type 
of exposure they did not receive 
on other platforms. Some say 
it has also boosted and provi-
ded opportunities for creators 
of color and those from other 
marginalized groups.

Despite fears about the fate 
of TikTok, industry analysts 
note creators are generally avoi-
ding making any big changes, 
like abandoning platform, until 
something actually happens.

“I’m anxious but also trying 
to be hopeful in a weird way,” 
said Brandon Hurst, who cre-
dits TikTok with rescuing his 
business from obscurity and 
propelling it into rapid growth.

A year after joining TikTok, 
the 30-year-old Hurst, who 
sells plants, said his sales doub-
led, outpacing the traction he’d 
struggled to gain on Instagram. 
He built his clientele through 
the live feature on TikTok, whi-
ch has helped him sell more 
than 77,000 plants. The busi-
ness has thrived so much that 
he says he now employs five 
people, including his husband 
and mom.

“For me, this has been my 
sole way of doing business,” 
Hurst said. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU
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omACROSS 1- Unhearing; 5- French cheese; 9- Jumps on one leg; 13- 2:1, e.g.; 

15- Itches; 16- French friend; 17- Of Thee ___; 18- Cushions; 19- Mall event; 
20- Teacher’s favorite; 21- Meander; 23- One or the other; 25- Congers, e.g.; 
26- Encroachment; 27- Locks; 30- Sgt., e.g.; 31- Brewery kilns; 32- Synopsis; 37- 
Solemn ceremony; 38- Vows; 40- 100 centavos; 41- Costume; 43- Senator Sam 
of Watergate fame; 44- Vinegar’s partner; 45- Singer Etheridge; 47- Having a 
sharp tip; 50- Vocal; 51- Capital of the Bahamas; 52- Musical composition for two; 
53- Mai ___ (drink); 56- Parentheses, essentially; 57- Hullabaloos; 59- Upright; 61- 
Boyfriend; 62- Regrets; 63- Cherished ones; 64- Shrivelled, without moisture; 65- 
Days of ___; 66- One hunted;
 
DOWN 1- Faucet fault; 2- Alleviate; 3- Busily working; 4- Fish appendage; 5- Go 
around; 6- 500 sheets; 7- Not Rep. or Dem.; 8- Concentrated extracts; 9- Must; 
10- City in Nebraska; 11- Stacked; 12- 
Clairvoyant; 14- Female beast; 22- Cheer 
for a matador; 24- Pressing need; 25- 
Cosmetician Lauder; 26- Move slowly; 
27- Ripped; 28- Shower; 29- Ballpark 
figs.; 32- ___-Foy, Quebec; 33- Month of 
showers; 34- Guns; 35- Egyptian fertility 
goddess; 36- A Chaplin; 38- Death notice; 
39- Comrade in arms; 42- ___ Lisa; 43- 
Overjoyed; 45- Sweet dessert; 46- Before, 
in verse; 47- European capital, in song; 
48- Academy award; 49- Magazine copy; 
51- Apprehends; 52- Go-getter; 53- Eye 
drop; 54- Farm unit; 55- ___-bitsy; 58- 
Twosome; 60- Agt.; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Make repairs and renovations. 
Fix up your place over the next 
seven weeks, with Mars in Cancer. 
Renovate and improve your living 
conditions.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Listen and learn. Organize, edit 
and plot over the next seven 
weeks, with Mars in Cancer. 
Study, research, and write. Share 
and network.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
This could be a profitable period. 
Buying things comes easily over 
the next seven weeks, with Mars 
in Cancer. Avoid reckless spending. 
Stash savings.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Develop a passion. You’re energized 
for personal projects, with Mars 
in your sign for seven weeks. Take 
powerful action. Grow stronger 
with each step.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Clean closets, garages and attics. 
Simplify and reduce clutter over 
about seven weeks. Finish old 
business and prepare for what’s 
ahead, with Mars in Cancer.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Share ideas, resources and solutions. 
Collaborative efforts thrive, with 
Mars in Cancer. Support your 
team over the next seven weeks. 
Together, anything’s possible.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Advance professionally over the next 
seven weeks. Move forward boldly, 
with Mars in Cancer. Energize your 
career with enthusiastic efforts and 
passion. Provide excellence.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your traveling cravings grow 
stronger over the next seven 
weeks, with Mars in Cancer. 
Explore new terrain, near or 
far. Study a fascinating subject.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Manage taxes, insurance and 
investments. Make plans and budgets 
together over the next seven weeks, 
with Mars in Cancer. Grow your 
family savings.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Let another take the lead. 
Collaborative efforts get farther. 
Delegate and share to get farther 
over the next seven weeks, with 
Mars in Cancer.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Actions speak louder than words. 
With Mars in Cancer, you’re 
especially lucky in love. Creativity 
flourishes over seven weeks. 
Passion inspires your artistry.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Work faster and make more money. 
Focus energy on work for the next 
seven weeks, with Mars in Cancer. 
Harvest an especially productive 
period.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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DOUG FERGUSON, KAPALUA

HIDEKI Matsuyama ope-
ned the new season with a 

record performance, though it 
was hard to tell from his emo-
tions. He was a machine at The 
Sentry, with 35 holes at birdie 
or better to finish at 35-under 
par, both PGA Tour records.

He only broke into a wide 
smile when his caddie, Shota 
Hayafuji, spoke to him on the 
side of the 18th green Sunday 
at Kapalua after one final bir-
die gave Matsuyama the sco-
ring records and a three-shot 
victory over Collin Morikawa.

“Otoshidama arigato gozai-
masu.”

It translates roughly to 
thanks for a traditional Japa-
nese gift to children in the new 
year to wish them luck and 
prosperity. Matsuyama won 
$3.6 million from his 11th ca-
reer victory.

There was little luck involved 
over four days on a Plantation 

course that was vulnerable as 
ever without hardly any wind 
for which it was built. Matsuya-
ma made only one bogey over 
the final 59 holes to finish at 
35-under 257.

Staked to a one-shot lead 
going into the final round, Ma-
tsuyama holed out from 107 
yards for eagle on the third 

hole, expanded the lead when 
Morikawa had consecutive 
three-putts — one for par, ano-
ther for bogey — and answered 
a late challenge with another 
wedge to 4 feet.

He closed with an 8-under 
65 and started the new season 
in ways Matsuyama would not 
have imagined.

The 32-year-old Japane-
se star had only a few days of 
practice leading into the sea-
son opener because he was not 
feeling well, most recently with 
sores in his mouth. He decided 
on a whim to switch to a more 
center-shafted putter he recei-
ved a few days after Christmas.

“I used the putter for the first 
here,” Matsuyama said through 
his interpreter. Asked why that 
style of putter worked so well 
for him, he added, “I’m not 
sure, but it went in.”

The last one was for the re-
cord book. Matsuyama wasn’t 
entirely sure that 34 under had 
been the record for 72 holes. 
The tournament already was in 
the bag.

“That last putt, it felt like if 
I make it, then it’s going to be 
the record,” he said. “So I’m so 
happy that it went in.”

He extended his arm and li-
ghtly pumped his first when it 
fell. His 35 under broke by one 
the record to par Cameron Smi-

th set at Kapalua in 2022. It also 
was his 35th hole of birdie or 
better, breaking the record set 
by Smith in 2022 and matched 
by Sungjae Im at Kapalua last 
year.

“He was matching me yes-
terday shot-for-shot,” said Mo-
rikawa, alluding to both pos-
ting a 62 in the third round that 
set them apart from the field.

“Today he just never let up,” 
Morikawa said. “Then you get 
to the third hole and the guy 
holes it. I just knew I had to be 
on top of everything, and just 
kind of let a few slip on that 
front nine. Played a good back 
nine, but to win on a course 
like this, conditions like this, 
you’ve got to have it for 72 (ho-
les). And I had it for 65.”

Morikawa closed with a 67 to 
finish three behind at 32-under 
260.

Matsuyama has three PGA 
Tour victories in the last 10 
months, all of them against 
strong fields — Riviera last 
February, the first FedEx Cup 
playoff event in August. He 
moves to No. 5 in the world 
ranking.

Matsuyama began to build 
some separation when he holed 
a sand wedge from 107 yards on 
the third hole, the ball landing 
in front of the pin, taking one 
hop and disappearing in the 
cup for eagle. MDT/AP

GOLF 

Hideki Matsuyama has record-setting 
start to the PGA Tour season with 
victory at Kapalua

Hideki Matsuyama
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INDONESIA has dismissed 
Shin Tae-yong as head coa-

ch of its national team, the 
country’s federation announ-
ced yesterday.

“This decision was made 
based on long and mature 
considerations and evalua-
tions carried out by as a who-
le regarding the team’s per-
formance and the long-term 
goals that the Indonesian Na-
tional Football Team wants to 
achieve” the Indonesian fede-
ration, known locally as PSSI, 
said in a statement.

Appointed in 2020, the Sou-
th Korean boss had led Indone-
sia to the third round of quali-
fication for the 2026 World Cup 
for the first time. In November, 
the team defeated Saudi Ara-
bia 2-0 to move into third place 
in the six-team group with four 
games remaining.

At a press conference in 
Jakarta, PSSI chairman Eri-
ck Thohir, who handed Shin 
a contract extension to 2027 

JANIE MCCAULEY, 
SAN FRANCISCO

M
ALIK Monk had 26 
points and 12 assists, 
Domantas Sabonis 
contributed 22 points, 

13 rebounds and seven assists, and 
the Sacramento Kings dominated 
the Golden State Warriors 129-99 
yesterday (Macau time) for their 
fourth straight win despite playing 
without leading scorer De’Aaron 
Fox.

The Kings never trailed, led 75-
51 at halftime and didn’t look back 
— with many frustrated home fans 
heading early for the Chase Center 
exits while Sacramento’s lively con-
tingent chanted “Let’s go Kings!”

Stephen Curry scored 26 to go 
with seven rebounds after resting 
the first night of a back-to-back Sa-
turday against the Grizzlies, and An-
drew Wiggins added 18 points.

This marked Sacramento’s first vi-
sit to Chase Center since coach Mike 
Brown — the former top assistant 
for Golden State — was dismissed 
Dec. 27 following a 13-18 start. War-

last June, explained the deci-
sion.

“The dynamics of the na-
tional team need special at-
tention from us,” Thohir said. 
“We see the need for a leader 
who can better implement 
strategies agreed upon by the 
players, good communication 
and better implementation.”

There was no announce-
ment of a replacement, thou-
gh there is speculation that 
the new boss could be Euro-
pean.

The national team’s recent 
success has been driven by 
the naturalization of players 
of Indonesian heritage, born 
and raised in Europe. Of the 
team that started Novem-
ber’s victory over Saudi Ara-
bia, only Marselino Ferdinan, 
who scored both goals, was 
born in the Southeast Asian 
nation.

Indonesia’s next qualifier 
is against Australia in March. 
MDT/AP

riors coach Steve Kerr continued to 
express his “shock” over good friend 
Brown’s firing. Doug Christie is inte-
rim coach.

TAKEAWAYS
Kings: Fox bruised a glute muscle 

when he fell hard on a flagrant foul 
by Memphis big man Jaren Jackson 
Jr. ... Sacramento hit 10 of its initial 17 
shots — 5 for 9 on 3s — to go ahead 
25-14.

Warriors: Forward Jonathan Ku-
minga will be sidelined for at least 
three weeks with a sprained right 
ankle he injured against Memphis 
on Saturday night.

KEY MOMENT
Curry had a dazzling stretch but 

it was one of few highlights for his 
team. With 9:44 left in the second 
quarter, the first of Curry’s two fou-
r-point plays got Golden State back 
within 40-29. Draymond Green hit 
from deep the next time down to 
make it an eight-point game before 
Curry converted another four-point 
play after a foul by Sabonis.

KEY STAT
A night after dishing out 32 as-

sists, the Warriors were held to 22, 
matching their total of turnovers. 
MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

Indonesia fires head 
coach ahead of vital 
World Cup qualifiers

BASKETBALL

Malik Monk, Domantas 
Sabonis lead dominant Kings 

Sacramento Kings guard 
Devin Carter (22) 



the 
BUZZ

Russian troops in 
eastern Ukraine have 
captured the stronghold 
of Kurakhove after a 
monthslong battle, 
Russia’s Defense Ministry 
claimed yesterday, 
adding the wrecked town 
to the Kremlin’s list of 
conquests in the partially 
occupied Donetsk region 
during the almost three-
year war. 

Germany The death 
toll in the attack on a 
Christmas market in 
Magdeburg last month 
has risen to six as a 
woman succumbed to 
her injuries, prosecutors 
said yesterday. 
Prosecutors in Naumburg 
said the 52-year-old 
woman died in a hospital, 
German news agency dpa 
reported. More than 200 
people were injured in the 
Dec. 20 attack.

 

Montenegro Several 
thousand people rallied 
in on Sunday demanding 
the resignations of top 
security officials over the 
shooting earlier this week 
that left 12 people dead, 
including two children. 
Chanting “Resignations” 
and “Killers,” protesters 
outside the Interior 
Ministry demanded 
that Interior Minister 
Danilo Šaranović and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
for Security and Defense 
Aleksa Bečić step down.

Austrian Freedom Party 
leader Herbert Kickl 
(pictured) met with the 
president yesterday amid 
expectations he could be 
tasked with forming a new 
government, marking the 
first far-right leadership 
since World War II. Kickl’s 
party won 28.8% of the 
vote in September’s 
parliamentary election, 
surpassing outgoing 
Chancellor Karl Nehammer’s 
conservative party.

Shooting attack on a bus carrying Israelis 
in the occupied West Bank kills three

Gunmen opened fire on a bus carrying Israelis in the occupied 
West Bank yesterday, killing at least three people and wounding 
seven others. Violence has surged in the territory since Hamas’ 
Oct. 7, 2023, attack out of Gaza ignited the ongoing war there.

The attack occurred in the Palestinian village of Al-Funduq, on 
one of the main east-west roads crossing the territory. Israel’s 
Magen David Adom rescue service said two women in their 60s 
and a man in his 40s were killed, and the military said it was 
looking for the attackers.

Palestinians have carried out scores of shooting, stabbing and 
car-ramming attacks against Israelis in recent years. Israel  has 
launched near-nightly military raids across the territory that fre-
quently trigger gunbattle with militants. There has also been a 
sharp rise in attacks on Palestinians by Israeli settlers,  leading 
the United States to impose sanctions.

The Palestinian Health Ministry says at least 838 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank since the start of 
the war in Gaza. 

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily 

KAREEM CHEHAYEB, 
BEIRUT 

HEZBOLLAH leader 
Hassan Nasrallah 

was killed in an Israeli 
airstrike last year whi-
le inside the militant 
group’s war operations 
room, according to new 
details Sunday disclosed 
by a senior Hezbollah of-
ficial.

A series of Israeli airs-
trikes flattened seve-
ral buildings in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs on 
Sept. 27, 2024, killing 
Nasrallah. The Lebanese 
Health Ministry said six 
people died. According 
to news reports, Nas-
rallah and other senior 
officials were meeting 
underground.

The assassination of 
Nasrallah, who had led 
Hezbollah for 32 years, 
turned months of low-
-level strikes between 
Israel and the militants 
into all-out war that ba-
ttered much of southern 
and eastern Lebanon for 
two months until a U.S.-
-brokered ceasefire took 
effect Nov. 27.

“His Eminence (Has-
san Nasrallah) used to 
lead the battle and war 
from this location,” top 
Hezbollah security of-

ficial Wafiq Safa told a 
news conference Sunday 
near near the site where 
Nasrallah was killed. He 
said Nasrallah died in the 
war operations room. He 
did not offer other de-
tails.

Lebanese media had 
reported that Safa was a 
target of Israeli airstrikes 
in central Beirut before 
the ceasefire but appea-
red unscathed.

During the first pha-
se of the ceasefire, He-
zbollah is supposed to 
move its fighters, wea-
pons and infrastructu-
re away from southern 
Lebanon north of the 
Litani River, while Israe-
li troops that invaded 
southern Lebanon need 
to withdraw all within 
60 days. Lebanese army 
soldiers are to deploy in 
large numbers and alon-
gside United Nations 
peacekeepers be the sole 
armed presence in sou-
thern Lebanon.

Lebanon and He-
zbollah have been critical 
of ongoing Israeli strikes 
and overflights across 
the country and for only 
withdrawing from two 
of dozens of Lebanese 
villages it controls. Israel 
says that the Lebanese 
military has not done its 

share in dismantling He-
zbollah infrastructure.

Hezbollah’s current 
leader Naim Kassem in a 
televised address Satur-
day warned that its figh-
ters could strike Israel if 
its troops don’t leave the 
south by the end of the 
month.

Meanwhile, Israel’s de-
fense minister Israel Katz 
echoed similar sentimen-
ts should Hezbollah’s mi-
litants not head north of 
the Litani River and their 
infrastructure remain in-
tact.

“If this condition is 
not met, there will be no 
agreement, and Israel 
will be forced to act on 
its own to ensure the safe 
return of the residents of 
(Israel’s) north to their 
homes,” he said.

Safa said that Par-
liament Speaker Nabih 
Berri, who negotiated 
the ceasefire deal with 
Washington, told He-
zbollah that the govern-
ment will meet with U.S. 
envoy Amos Hochstein 
soon. “And in light of 
what happens, then the-
re will be a position,” said 
Safa.

Hochstein had led the 
shuttle diplomacy efforts 
to reach the fragile truce. 
MDT/AP

LEBANON

Hezbollah leader 
Nasrallah was killed 
last year inside the 
war operations room, 
aide says
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Sanctions show that 
Beijing will brook no 
challenge to China’s 
core interests

By putting 10 United States entities on its Unreliable 
Entity List and 28 US entities on its Export Control List on 
Thursday, the first work day of the new year, Beijing is not 
only responding to the most recent arms sales to Taiwan 
and the probe into China’s conventional semiconductor 
sector that the Joe Biden administration announced late 
last month, but also reminding the incoming US admi-
nistration of China’s resolve to guard its red lines.

All of the 10 US companies that China has identi-
fied as “unreliable” have participated in arms sales to 
Taiwan island and carried out so-called military and 
technical cooperation with its secessionist-minded 
authority despite Beijing’s strong opposition. In doing 
so, they have violated the one-China principle and the 
provisions of the three Sino-US joint communiques, 
and seriously undermined peace and stability in the 
Taiwan Strait. Beijing’s move is thus fully justified as 
they have sought to undermine China’s national sove-
reignty and territorial integrity.

The Taiwan question is China’s internal affair, concer-
ns China’s core interests, and brooks no external inter-
ference. The one-China principle is a recognized basic 
norm of international relations and a universal consen-
sus of the international community. China has therefore 
always firmly opposed the US selling weapons to the is-
land, which is a breach of the US administration’s avowal 
of not supporting “Taiwan independence”.

The entities added to the Unreliable Entity List are 
prohibited from engaging in import and export activities 
related to China or making new investments in the coun-
try. Their senior managers are prohibited from entering 
China, and the work permit, stay or residence qualifica-
tion of the senior managers of these enterprises in China 
has been revoked.

The decision to sanction the 10 US entities was made 
in accordance with the Foreign Trade Law, the Natio-
nal Security Law and the Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law, 
according to the statement the Ministry of Commerce 
of China issued on Thursday when the sanctions came 
into force.

The decision to sanction the other 28 US entities was 
made in accordance with the Export Control Law and the 
Regulations on Export Control of Dual-Use Items, with 
the purpose of safeguarding national interests and ful-
filling international obligations such as nuclear nonpro-
liferation, the ministry said in a separate statement is-
sued at the same time.

Dual-use items are prohibited from being exported 
to those on the Export Control List, and exporters must 
apply to the ministry for approval if there are exceptional 
circumstances.

Although the ministry has not specified the backgrou-
nd for the sanctions on the 28 US entities, almost all of 
them are involved in weapons manufacturing or arms 
selling that are overtly and covertly related to some key 
issues that have close bearings on China’s national se-
curity and interests and nuclear proliferation problems 
in the Asia-Pacific and beyond.

The 38 entities are the most US entities China has sanc-
tioned in one go, reflecting how the US under the Biden 
administration has intensified its challenging of China’s 
red lines and core interests while carrying out its China-
-containment strategy, which is fundamentally flawed as 
it is based on a false perception of China’s development.

“It is important to rise above estrangement and con-
flict with a broad vision,” President Xi Jinping said in his 
New Year message. But when it comes to China’s core 
interests, the space for that “rise” and “vision” have been 
defined clearly. It is to be hoped that the incoming US 
administration can accurately heed the unspoken part 
of the New Year message from Beijing and it is perceptive 
enough to give up any illusion that it can challenge Bei-
jing on relevant issues. [Abridged]


