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Myanmar China
yesterday announced
a ceasefire agreement
between Myanmar's
military and the Kokang
rebel group MNDAA,
following months of
conflict along their
shared border. Beijing
brokered the deal,
aiming to stabilize the
region and address
issues impacting
Chinese interests in
Myanmar's northeast.
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Indonesia Flash floods
and landslides triggered
by torrential rains swept
through Central Java
yesterday, killing 17
people and leaving eight
missing. Rescuers face
challenges due to bad
weather and rugged
terrain while searching
devastated villages for
survivors and recovering
victims' bodies.
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Japan Dozens of
companies, including
major sponsors like
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Erom Fujiﬁ'ZIevision P] SHOWS

ollowing allegations

of a sexial asgsault THE MODUS
elvng former ot OPERANDI OF

star Masahiro Nakai.

CYBER SCAMMERS,

criticism of the

network's handling of PHISHING ON

the case and calls for

transparency. THE RISE

More on backpage aP2.4
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AFTER TRUMP INAUGURATION
XI DISCUSSES
WITH PUTIN
‘MULTIPOLAR
GLOBAL ORDER’
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CRIME REPORT

PHISHING SCAMS 7

[OP THE LIST OF

CYBERCRIMES THAT GREW MORE IN 2024

RENATO MARQUES

HE director of the Judi-

ciary Police (P]), Sit Chong
Meng, revealed yesterday in a
press conference that scams
using phishing sites to collect
credit card data topped the list
of cybercrimes growing more
in 2024.

The information was revea-
led during a presentation of the
results of the force’s work last
year.

Addressing the topic, Sit no-
ted that “last year, there were
689 cases related to this type
of crime, an increase of 1.1 ti-
mes [when compared to 2023],
which caused losses of over 14
million patacas to companies
and the population. This is the
type of cybercrime that saw
the biggest growth last year,”
adding that “fraudsters have
been illegally using [new] mes-
sages and [a large variety of]
phishing websites to steal cre-
dit card data, luring the public
with [advertisings] of novelties
[new things or products], whi-
ch has made prevention diffi-
cult.”

He noted that despite ad-
vancements in controlling and
fighting cybercrime on diffe-
rent fronts, phishing is far from
being controlled, adding that
only more awareness and bet-
ter knowledge from the popu-
lation of this type of crime can

produce better results.
The PJ director noted that
the force increased its online

and in-person anti-fraud awa-
reness campaigns.
The Force organized some

697 information sessions on
fraud last year, which gathered
120,000 participants. Additio-

STUDENTS TARGETED WITH SCAMS AS
A WAY TO REACH THEIR PARENTS

RENATO MARQUES

dia  representatives
and other guests on the
topic, the Judiciary Poli-
ce (PJ) director, Sit Chong
Meng, further explained
that university students
are often targets of several
types of scams as a way to
reach their parents.
“We know that frauds-

QUESTIONED by me-

ters constantly attempt to
target students as a way to
reach their parents as they
believe they are wealthy
people, and so they can
profit highly from them,”
Sit said, advancing that
this applies to both the
university students from
the mainland that are stu-
dying in local institutions
as well as local students,
from senior high school

nally, 1,600 posts were pub-
lished online on the same topic.

Additionally, to prevent
scams among young adults, the
PJ organized special sessions
dedicated to university studen-
ts titled “Anti-fraud vaccination
program on campus” to conso-
lidate student awareness.

According to the PJ, the anti-
-fraud tools made available by
the PJ have been used for over
23,000 searches at the “fraud
search” function. As the Times
previously reported, this in-
teractive tool allows people to
search for particular messages
and content received, running
it into a database from known
scams from PJ or even repor-
ting them as new ones.

wrong in this approach,”
Sit noted.

Citing the figures, the
same official noted that in
2023, around 30% of the

level that follow “luring
leads” online mainly rela-
ted with opportunities to
study abroad.

The same official noted
that there are cases in whi-
ch scammers even submi-
tted letters to the students
or families claiming that
the students have been ac-
cepted by a reputable uni-
versity abroad, calling for
deposits of 1 or 2 million

patacas to prove the fa-
mily’s capacity to pay for
the student’s tuition.

The PJ director said the
force is trying to alert pa-
rents to this type of case to
tackle this problem.

“This usually happens
with outstanding studen-
ts with good marks and
exceptional school per-
formance, so parents do
not suspect something is

'Etomidate’ to be listed as a forbidden substance

RENATO MARQUES

HE director of the

Judiciary Police (PJ]),
Sit Chong Meng, wants
to add the drug “Etomi-
date” to the list of forbi-
dden substances in Ma-
cau.

Sit presented this no-
velty during yesterday’s
press conference to ad-
dress the force work in
2024.

The PJ director noted
the hope that this upda-

address the existing loo-
phole.

“In Hong Kong and
other neighboring re-
gions, this drug has al-
ready been illegalized,
and since they already
have laws on it, we fear
that criminals will point
to Macau to pass it on
due to the lack of legis-
lation. We are trying to
act fast on this,” Sit said,
remarking that four ca-
ses were detected in Ma-
cau and related to the

te can be implemented substance.
as soon as possible to “We have detected
www.macaudailytimes.com.mo T
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four cases related to this
substance in Macau. In
three of them, the peo-
ple were detained be-
cause they had other
illegal drugs on them.
The other case was of
a person who was fou-
nd to have traces of the
drug in his electronic
cigarette, but he had no
drugs on him.”
Etomidate is a non-
-barbiturate  hypnotic
that acts at the level of
the reticular-activating
system to produce anes-
thesia. It has been seen

as a common alternative
to propofol or ketamine.
In several -countries,
such as the USA, eto-
midate was detected in
combination with fen-
tanyl and medetomidine
in August last year.

In a study done in the
city of Philadelphia, it
was confirmed that the
drug was detected as
intended for illicit use.
The same research has
confirmed that etomi-
date was involved in at
least one overdose fata-
lity.
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victims of cybercrimes in
Macau were students (over
800 cases). This figure con-
tinues to grow (over 900
cases in 2024), significantly
increasing the amounts re-
portedly lost.

According to Sit, 44
million patacas were lost to
this kind of scam in 2023,
and the sum increased to
68 million patacas last year,
an increase of 54.5%.
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TOURISM MPU PROFESSOR NAMED

Taiwan issues travel alert for CNY
travelers to Macau

VICTORIA CHAN

S the Lunar New Year ho-

liday approaches, Taiwa-

nese authorities advise

eir citizens to exercise

caution when traveling to Macau

and Hong Kong, which remain

under an “orange” travel alert, the
Taipei Times yesterday reported.

According to the report, the

Mainland Affairs Council (MAC)

advisory comes amid heightened

tensions since June, when the alert

level was raised from “yellow” to

“orange.” This change followed

Beijing’s announcement of penal-

ties for those advocating Taiwane-

se independence.
The current alert advises

against nonessential travel to Chi-
na and its territories.

Travelers are also reminded
that pepper spray, stun guns,
electroshock devices, brass
knuckles, switchblades, fol-
ding knives, retractable batons,

and other
potential weapons are strictly

e-cigarette devices,

prohibited in these regions.
The council emphasized that in-
dividuals should familiarize them-
selves with local laws by visiting
the websites of the Hong Kong

Police Force, Hong Kong Customs
and Excise Department, and Ma-
cau Customs Service.

Taiwanese travelers are also en-
couraged to register with the MAC
before their trips to ensure their
safety. In case of emergencies, the
MAC has established a 24-hour
hotline for assistance from its Tai-
pei Economic and Cultural Office
in Hong Kong and its office in Ma-
cau.

Additionally, the MAC has reite-
rated the importance of adhering
to regulations concerning the im-
portation of animal products.

Due to the ongoing threat of
African swine fever, travelers are
prohibited from bringing meat
from land animals.

GAMING

CNY forecasted
to post a 4% GGR
Increase y-o-y

RENATO MARQUES

NALYSTS expect

the local gaming
industry to genera-
te moderate revenue
growth during the Lu-
nar New Year (CNY)
Spring Festival.

In their most recent
forecast, JP Morgan
analysts DS Kim, Mu-
fan Shi, and Selina Li
said, “We expect Chi-
nese New Year GGR
(Gross Gaming Reve-

RENATO MARQUES

Sunday (January 19),
the industry should
have generated about
MOP12.1 billion, re-

nue) to grow mode- presentingadaily GGR
rately at low-to-mid- of about MOP636.8
-single digits year over  million.

year.”

The same analysts
also expect a similar
GGR performance in
the first half of 2025,
followed by a better
performance in the
second half of the year,
which should reach a

With the arrival of
CNY, a traditional high
season for Macau, the
daily average is likely
to increase, particu-
larly during the eight
days of the Spring Fes-
tival, which starts on
January 28 and lasts

7% year-over-year in- until February 4.
crease. If the forecast is
In general, JP Mor- confirmed, January
gan analysts forecast should post a result
a growth of 5% for the slightly above the

whole year this year.
They noted that the
sector's  performan-
ce during the current
month contributed to
this forecast. As of last

MOP20 billion mon-
thly line drawn by
the government in its
annual estimates of
MOP240 billion for
2025.

Concurrently,
analysts from S&P
Global also expect
GGR growth in Macau
to be between 5% and
6% this year.

The forecast puts
the performance of
mass-market gaming
postings between 15%
and 20% above the
pre-pandemic results.
At the same time, the
VIP market volume
“will likely stay near
current low levels un-
less regulations chan-
ge,” they remarked.

Despite the promi-
sing prospects, S&P
analysts warned that
the current instability
in Chinas economy
could “impair Macau
cash flow and (com-
promise) improve-
ment.”

FINANCE
HONG KONG AND MACAU
LAUNCH DIRECT LINKAGE
FOR BOND MARKETS

VICTORIA CHAN

E Hong Kong Monetary
Authority (HKMA) and the
Monetary Authority of Macao
(AMCM) announced yester-
day that they have launched
a direct linkage between their
respective bond market in-
frastructures.

This initiative aims to
enhance cross-border invest-
ment opportunities and bols-
ter the development of bond
markets in both regions.

The joint announcement
follows months of close coo-
peration between the HKMA
and AMCM to prepare for bu-
siness arrangements and ope-
rational procedures.

The direct linkage will pro-
vide a cross-border invest-
ment and financing channel,
enabling investors from both
markets to participate easily
and efficiently in each other’s
bond markets.

Eddie Yue, the HKMAS
chief executive, emphasized
the significance of this develo-
pment, stating that it enhan-

ces Hong Kong’s status as an
international financial center.
The direct linkage showcases
Hong Kong’s role as a ‘super-
-connector’ and represents a
significant step towards deve-
loping the CMU into an inter-
national CSD in Asia.”

Benjamin Chan, Chairman
of the AMCM, emphasized
the significance of this miles-
tone for Macau’s financial ser-
vices sector.

“The official launch of the
direct linkage between the
bond markets of Macau and
Hong Kong achieved the first
connectivity of Macau’s bond
market infrastructure, which
was established with a CSD lo-
cated outside Macau. This will
provide international inves-
tors, including those from Por-
tuguese-speaking  countries,
with a convenient channel to
participate in the bond marke-
ts of Macau and Hong Kong,
further strengthening Macau’s
function as the financial ser-
vices platform serving Chi-
na and Portuguese-speaking
countries.”

AMONG WORLD’S MOST
CITED RESEARCHERS
FOR FOURTH YEAR

Leyi Wei, a Visiting Coordinating
Professor at the Center for Artificial
Intelligence-Driven Drug Discovery
at Macau Polytechnic University,
has beenrecognizedin Clarivate's
"Highly Cited Researchers"list

for 2024. This marks his fourth
consecutive yearinthe top 1% of
the world's most cited scientists in
the interdisciplinary field.
Clarivate's annuallist highlights
influential researchers based on
highly cited articles published
from 2013 to 2023. This year,
more than 6,000 scientists were
selected globally. Wei's research
focuses on artificial intelligence
and biocinformatics, contributing to
drug discovery and biomolecular
understanding, and it has over 140
publications.

MACAU AND ZHUHAI
STRENGTHEN
CONSTRUCTION TIES
AT SAFETY EXCHANGE
EVENT

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL),in
collaboration with Zhuhai's Housing
and Urban-Rural Development
Bureau and the Zhuhai Hi-tech
Industrial Development Zone,
hosted the "Zhuhai-Macao
Construction Safety Visit and
Exchange Session.”

This event, held at Zhuhai's

Future City project, aimed at
strengthening construction
management connections within
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macau Greater Bay Area. Themed
"New Vision for Security between
Zhuhaiand Macau,” the session
emphasized integrating Macau's
safety standards with Zhuhai's
construction practices. An exhibition
showcased Macau's safety
equipment and provided a platform
for professionals to exchange
knowledge on construction safety
and management practices.

TIS HELD ITS ANNUAL
CHARITY CONCERT

The International School of Macao
(TIS) held its annual music concert,
"TISx RCM Charity Concert 2025,"
in collaboration with the Rotary Club
of Macau (RCM) at the Macau Tower
Convention and Entertainment
Center. 133 student musicians
performed at the concert.

The evening included performances
by the TIS Jazz Band. Under the
guidance of TIS secondary music
teacher Iris Chu, students delivered
soloacts, aclarinet quartet, a

brass quintet, a septet, and a string
orchestra, among other vibrant
performances. The concert spanned
various musical styles, fromthe
Baroque period to contemporary
pieces, showcasing students'’ skills
and musical knowledge. In addition,
the event raised MOP33,000, with
all proceeds benefiting the Cradle of
Hope Association, which supports
underprivileged childrenin the
community.
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CRIME

FIVE CASES OF RESIDENTS LURED
INTO SCAM JOBS IN 2024

RENATO MARQUES

HE Judiciary Police (P]) has

confirmed that in 2024, it re-
ceived five cases of local residen-
ts lured by criminal groups into
scam jobs abroad.

Questioned by the media
during the press conference that
presented the results of the for-
ce last year, the PJ director, Sit
Chong Meng, confirmed that five

AD b

people had fallen victim to these
scams that attract people to work
abroad, offering high salaries for
jobs that require no specialized or
technical proficiency.

According to Sit, from these five
victims, four were lured to alleged
jobs in Taiwan, while the last one
was caught in a similar scheme in
Cambodia.

The information that the PJ
collected until now noted that the

four residents who went to Taiwan
were lured into an alleged scheme
of “transporting currency” and
ended up involved with a frauds-
ter group dedicated to performing
scams in Taiwan.

The residents were allegedly
forced to work for this group, ac-
ting as money collectors for the
scams performed by the group.

According to Sit, they were
eventually caught by the Taiwa-

nese authorities and arrested for
participating in criminal acts.

The PJ director added that from
these, at least one is underage, 16
years old.

He said the local police are
in contact with their Taiwanese
counterparts, but not much infor-
mation is available as their case is
still under investigation.

As for the resident lured to
Cambodia, the PJ said that upon

his arrival, he was forced to work
in a so-called “scam farm” perfor-
ming telecommunication scams
such as the ones that often target
residents via SMS and phishing
websites.

The PJ said that these people
are chosen to enroll in the groups
due to their high profile or con-
tacts, being through them that the
criminal group targets other peo-
ple to fall victim to scams.

Sit said that according to what
the PJ knew, he eventually mana-
ged to escape from the location
where he was kept captive and
contacted some friends in Hong
Kong who notified the local poli-
ce.

His whereabouts were not
known with precision for
some time due to the loca-
tion and the fact that he had
been hiding in different places.
The resident finally returned to
Macau after the PJ solicited su-
pport from the Embassy of China
to track him down and transport
him back.

Sit also said that on January 8
this year, a resident called for help
from the PJ after suspecting that a
family member had been attrac-
ted to one of these scams, but the
police managed to stop him in
time.

He does not rule out the pos-
sibility of more cases of this kind
being revealed in the upcoming
weeks or months.
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TOURISM with mobility difficulties. Resi-

Gov't prepares for surgfe in CNY
|

visitors at Old Ta

VICTORIA CHAN

OVERNMENT officials

anticipate a significant

increase in the flow

of people visiting the
Taipa Old Town area during the
Lunar New Year compared to pre-
vious years, they said in a press
conference yesterday.

In response, the authorities
have announced the establish-
ment of crowd control measures
at the temporary pedestrian zone
to be implemented in the historic
district, aiming to enhance safety
and manage the expected influx
of visitors.

The temporary pedestrian
area, which runs from January 29
to February 4, will transform key
intersections and thoroughfares
in Old Taipa Village into a pedes-
trian-friendly zone from noon to
7 p.m.

ECONOMY

During yesterday’s press confe-
rence’s Q&A session, government
officials addressed key concerns
from media representatives, in-
cluding plans to handle the anti-
cipated increase in visitor traffic,
transportation arrangements for
residents with mobility challen-
ges, and the impact on local busi-
nesses.

One pressing concern was the

ipa)\

V

expected influx of visitors, parti-
cularly given the recent introduc-
tion of the measure allowing visi-
tors from Zhuhai to enter Macau
once a week.

Officials acknowledged that
the enforcement of the measure
could result in a significant rise
in the figure of around 30,000 vi-
sitors per day recorded in the area
last year.

lage

Authorities are poised to ma-
nage the anticipated peak flows,
although specific measures will
adapt based on real-time assess-
ments.

“I believe that my colleagues
will do a good job of regulating
and controlling the flow of peo-
ple, but it will depend on the si-
tuation at that time and how to
control the flow of people,” Yau
Yun Wah, director of the Eco-
nomic and Technological De-
velopment Bureau, stated. The
police and local departments
will monitor crowd dynamics
to ensure a safe environment.

TRANSPORTATION FOR
RESIDENTS WITH
REDUCED MOBILITY

The government will introduce
seven-passenger shuttle vehicles
during the pedestrian period to
assist elderly residents and those

dents can contact local associa-
tions to reserve these services,
and the elderly can utilize the
shuttles without prior registra-
tion. This approach ensures that
elderly residents and those with
mobility difficulties can access
the area without hassle.

CONCERNS FROM
LOCAL MERCHANTS

Addressing the challenges fa-
ced by delivery drivers in the past
year due to the pedestrian zone,
officials assured that new measu-
res have been implemented this
year to facilitate merchant loa-
ding. However, some difficulties
may persist due to road closures.
Authorities aim to balance the
needs of residents and merchan-
ts.

Dynamic reservation system
for shuttle services

The government emphasized
the importance of addressing re-
sidents’ needs, remarking that the
registration system for shuttle ser-
vices will remain flexible, allowing
adjustments based on real-time
demand. If necessary, the shuttle
bus’s operating hours may also be
extended beyond the planned 12
p-m. to 7 p.m. window.

with

Restaurant receipts rose while
retail sales fell in November 2024

VICTORIA CHAN

ATA from the Statis-

tics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC) reveals mixed
fortunes for Macau’s hos-
pitality and retail sectors
in November 2024. While
receipts from interviewed
restaurants and similar es-
tablishments increased by
1.9% year-on-year, retail

sales experienced a signi-
ficant downturn, dropping
by 9.2% during the same
period.

Japanese and Korean
restaurants performed
particularly well, with their
receipts rising by 12.6%
year over year.

However, compared to
October 2024, the restau-
rant’s performance decli-

ned by 4.2%, which was at-
tributed to the slump after
the National Day holiday.
Chinese restaurants and
local-style cafes were res-
ponsible for this drop, with
their receipts decreasing
by 4.3% and 3.7%, respec-
tively.

The retail sector perfor-
med even worse, with ca-
tegories such as watches,

clocks, jewelry, cosmetics,
and leather goods expe-
riencing steep declines.
Sales plummeted year-on-
-year by 24%, 12.8%, and
11.2%, respectively. On a
brighter note, motor vehi-
cle retailers recorded a sa-
les increase of 26.9%.
Looking ahead, busi-
ness expectations for De-
cember 2024 appeared

more optimistic. Approxi-
mately 35% of interviewed
restaurants anticipate a
month-on-month increa-
se in receipts buoyed by
the Christmas holiday
season. This figure rises
to 56% among Western
restaurants and remains
at 35% for Japanese and
Korean  establishments.
Conversely, about 17% ex-
pected a decrease.

The retail sector mirrors
this cautious optimism,
with 42% of retailers pre-
dicting sales growth in
December 2024. Depart-
ment stores and adult
clothing retailers are par-

ticularly hopeful,
expected growth rates of
63% and 48%, respectively.
Meanwhile, 20% of retai-
lers foresee a drop in sales.

The Business Outlook
Index (BOI) for both sec-
tors suggest a positive
trend, with values of 59.3
for restaurants and 61.5 for
retail trade. These values
indicate a better business
outlook for December
2024 compared to Novem-
ber. The survey, compri-
sing responses from 229
restaurants and 161 retai-
lers, represents a signifi-
cant portion of the indus-
tries’ receipts.

CORPORATE BITS

First-ever ARC’TERYX 4.0 Design
Shop Unveiled at Venetian Macau

ARC'TERYX, the Ca-
nadian  premium  out-
door brand, has ope-

ned its first 4.0 Design
Shop in Macau at the
Shoppes at Venetian.
The store's design mimi-
cs the layered textures
of the mountains, utili-
zing varying heights of
display racks. Inside, cus-
tomers will find distinc-
tive Macanese touches,
including traditional Por-
tuguese tiles incorpora-
ted into the wall design.
The design of the store is
inspired by the "Cliff Hou-
se" found in the moun-
tains, exploring the shared
spirit of professional de-
sign, harmony with nature,
and a bold, adventurous
spirit.

Ring in the Year of the Golden Snake
with SUM’s ‘Snoopy Winter Holidays’

The Year of the Golden
Snake is fast approaching,
and SJM Resorts (SJM)
is bringing festive charm
to its hotels and resorts.
From now until Feb. 16,
Grand Lisboa Palace Re-

sort Macau

invites
guests to experience the
“Snoopy Winter Holidays."
This Peanuts-inspired ce-

(GLP)

lebration includes  pho-
to opportunities, themed
treats, limited-edition sou-

venirs, creative workshops,
and luxurious stay packages.
The beloved Peanuts charac-
ters are featured throughout
the resort. The iconic red
doghouse has been adorned
with New Year decorations,
where amajestic 3-meter-tall
Snoopy clutching an auspi-
cious tangerine stands prou-
dly alongside Charlie Brown,
Lucy, Linus, and Sally, offe-
ring blessings of good luck.
Adding a cultural touch,
Peanuts characters as dra-
gon dance performers can
be found at the limited-ti-
me Peanuts souvenir shop.
Meanwhile, the Snoopy-the-
med New Year art workshops
invite guests of all ages to
embrace their creativity at
the GLP Arte on Jan. 18, Feb.
8,andFeb. 15.
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Xi discusses with Putin ‘multipolar global
order’ hours after Trump inauguration

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOY,
MOSCOW

USSIAN President Vla-

dimir Putin had a call

yesterday with President

i Jinping, emphasizing

the two countries’ close ties, a day

after Donald Trump was sworn in
as the 47th U.S. president.

The two leaders have deve-
loped strong personal links that
helped bring relations between
Moscow and Beijing, growing
even closer after Putin sent
troops into Ukraine in 2022. Chi-
na has become a major custo-
mer of Russian oil and gas and a
source of key technologies amid
sweeping Western sanctions on
Moscow.

In yesterday’s call with Xi, Pu-
tin emphasized that Russia-Chi-
na relations are based on shared
interests, equality and mutual
benefits, noting that they “don’t
depend on internal political fac-
tors and the current international
environment.”

“We jointly support the de-
velopment of a more just multi-
polar global order and work to
ensure indivisible security in Eu-
rasia and the world as a whole,”
Putin told Xi in remarks carried
by the Russian state TV. “Joint ef-
forts by Russia and China play an
important stabilizing role in glo-
bal affairs.”

Xi similarly praised close coo-
peration between Moscow and
Beijing, saying it helps “bring
positive energy to reforming and
developing the global system.”

While neither leader directly
mentioned Trump in the televised
fragment of their call, the timing of
the conversation may signal that
Putin and Xi want to coordinate
their action in dialogue with the
new U.S. administration.

6.4-magnitude earth-
Aquake struck southern
Taiwan early yesterday, lea-
ving 27 people with minor
injuries and some reported
damage.
The quake hit at 12:17
am. and was centered 38
kilometers southeast of

AP PHOTO

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks with Chinese President Xi Jinping via videoconference at Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside of Moscow, yesterday

The Chinese president had a
call with Trump on Friday and
expressed hope for positive ties
with the U.S.

Trump had threatened to im-
pose tariffs and other measures
against China in his second term,
while also hinting at ways in whi-
ch the two rival powers could
cooperate on issues such as re-
gional conflicts and curbing the
export of substances used in the
production of fentanyl.

Putin, who is yet to talk to
Trump, congratulated him on
taking office in televised remarks
during a video call with officials
and welcomed his intention to
open a dialogue with Moscow.

TAIWAN

Strong earthquake injures 27
and causes scattered damage

said 27 people were sent

were still assessing damage.

Trump told reporters yester-
day [Macau time] after taking of-
fice that Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy had told him
he wanted to make a peace deal
and voiced hope that Putin wou-
1d follow suit. He added that Pu-
tin would be destroying Russia by
failing to make a deal, pointing
out Russia’s economic troubles,
including high inflation.

Putin hailed Trump’s openness
to dialogue as he spoke to Rus-
sia’s Security Council members
shortly before the U.S. president’s
inauguration.

“We hear the statements from
Trump and members of his team
about their desire to restore direct

mountainous eastern coast

contact with Russia, which were
halted through no fault of ours
by the outgoing administration,”
Putin said. “We also hear his state-
ments about the need to do every-
thing to prevent World War III. We
certainly welcome such an approa-
ch and congratulate the U.S. presi-
dent-elect on taking office.”

The Russian leader also stres-
sed that dialogue between the
two nations should be based on
“equal basis and mutual respect,
taking into account the impor-
tant role our countries play on
some key issues on the global
agenda, including the streng-
thening of global stability and
security.”

Putin also noted that Mos-
cow is open to dialogue with the
Trump administration on the
conflict in Ukraine, emphasizing
the need to respect Russia’s inte-
rests and adding that “the most
important thing is to remove the
root causes of the crisis.”

“As for the settlement of the si-
tuation, I would like to underline
that its goal should not be a short
truce, not some kind of respite
for regrouping forces and rear-
mament with the aim of subse-
quently continuing the conflict,
but a long-term peace based on
respect for the legitimate interests
of all people, all nations living in
this region,” Putin said. MDT/AP

AP PHOTO

Chiayi County Hall ata dep-
th of 10 kilometers, Taiwan’s
Central Weather Adminis-
tration said. The U.S. Geo-
logical Survey measured
the earthquake at a less
powerful magnitude 6.

There were scattered re-
ports of minor to moderate
damage around the cities of
Chiayi and Tainan.

Taiwan'’s fire department

to hospitals for minor inju-
ries. Among them were six
people, including a 1-mon-
th-old baby, who were
rescued from a collapsed
house in the Nanxi district
of Tainan. The Zhuwei brid-
ge on a provincial highway
was reported to be dama-
ged.

No deaths have been
reported, though rescuers

Two people in Tainan
and one person in Chiayi
city were rescued without
injuries after being trapped
in elevators.

The quake caused a
fire at a printing factory
in Chiayi, but it was extin-
guished, and there were no
reports of injuries.

Last April, a magnitude
7.4 quake hit the island’s

of Hualien, killing at least
13 people and injuring
more than 1,000 others. The
strongest earthquake in 25
years was followed by hun-
dreds of aftershocks.
Taiwan lies along the Pa-
cific “Ring of Fire,” the line
of seismic faults encircling
the Pacific Ocean where
most of the world’s earth-
quakes occur. MDT/AP

=l a e
In this image from a video, a store worker cleans the floor in Tainan,

yesterday
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USA|TRUMP'S INAUGURATION

act check: false and misleading claims
rump made at inaugural events

N his first address after being

sworn in yesterday [Macau

time], President Donald

Trump repeated several false
and misleading statements that
he made during his campaign.
They included claims about im-
migration, the economy, electric
vehicles and the Panama Canal.
In remarks later at the Capitol’s
Emancipation Hall, he issued a
number of other false claims, in-
cluding one that distorts pardons
made by President Joe Biden as
he left office. Here’s a look at the
facts.

BIDEN DID NOT
PARDON 33 MURDERERS

CLAIM: Trump, at Emancipa-
tion Hall, said Biden pardoned
“what is it, 33 murderers, abso-
lute murderers, the worst mur-
derers. You know, when you get
the death sentence in the United
States, you have to be bad.”

THE FACTS: Biden announced
on Dec. 23 that he was commu-
ting the sentences of 37 of the 40
people on federal death row, con-
verting their punishments to life
imprisonment. A commutation
does not exonerate the person.

In making the announcement,
Biden said: “These commuta-
tions are consistent with the mo-
ratorium my Administration has
imposed on federal executions,
in cases other than terrorism and
hate-motivated mass murder.”

The move spared the lives of
people convicted in killings, in-
cluding the slayings of police
and military officers, people on
federal land and those involved
in deadly bank robberies or drug
deals, as well as the killings of
guards or prisoners in federal fa-
cilities.

The three federal inmates that
now face execution are Dylann
Roof, who carried out the 2015 ra-
cist slayings of nine Black mem-
bers of Mother Emanuel AME
Church in Charleston, South
Carolina; 2013 Boston Marathon
bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev; and
Robert Bowers, who fatally shot
11 congregants at Pittsburgh’s
Tree of life Synagogue in 2018,
the deadliest antisemitic attack
in U.S history.

TRUMP RECALLS FALSE CLAIM
ABOUT THE 2020 ELECTION
CLAIM: “2020, by the way, that
election was totally rigged.” — re-
marks at Emancipation Hall.
THE FACTS: The election was
not rigged. Authorities who have
reviewed the election — inclu-
ding Trump’s own attorney gene-
ral — have concluded the elec-

tion was fair.

Biden won the Electoral Colle-
ge with 306 votes to Trump’s 232,
and the popular vote by more
than 7 million ballots. Recounts
in key states affirmed Biden’s vic-
tory, and lawsuits challenging the
results were unsuccessful.

PELOSI DID NOT REJECT
TROOPS ON JAN. 6

CLAIM: Calling the Select
Committee to Investigate the Jan.
6th Attack on the United States
Capitol the “Unselect Committee
of political thugs,” Trump alleged
that then-House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi “turned down the offer of
10,000 soldiers” on Jan. 6, 2021
and that she was “in charge of se-
curity at the Capitol.” — remarks
at Emancipation Hall.

THE FACTS: Trump has fre-
quently claimed Pelosi rejected
his offer to send National Guard
troops to the Capitol on Jan. 6.
While he was involved in dis-
cussions in the days prior to Jan.
6 about whether the National
Guard would be called ahead of
the joint session, he issued no
such order or formal request be-
fore or during the rioting, and the
guard’s arrival was delayed for
hours as Pentagon officials deli-
berated over how to proceed.

In a 2022 interview with the
Democratic-led House commi-
ttee that investigated the attack,
Christopher Miller, the acting de-
fense secretary at that time, con-
firmed that there was no order
from the president.

Pelosi did not direct the Na-
tional Guard. However, as the
Capitol came under attack, she
and then-Senate Majority leader
Mitch McConnell called for mi-
litary assistance, including from
the National Guard.

The Capitol Police Board
makes the decision on whether
to call National Guard troops to
the Capitol. It is made up of the
House Sergeant at Arms, the Se-
nate Sergeant at Arms and the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol. The board
decided not to call the guard
ahead of the insurrection but did
eventually request assistance af-
ter the rioting had already begun,
and the troops arrived several
hours later.

TRUMP REPEATS
UNFOUNDED CLAIM ABOUT
IMMIGRANTS

CLAIM: Trump, a Republican,
said in his inaugural address that
the U.S. government “fails to pro-
tect our magnificent, law-abiding
American citizens but provides
sanctuary and protection for

AP PHOTO

President Donald Trump speaks from Emancipation Hall after the Presidential Inauguration, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington

dangerous criminals, many from
prisons and mental institutions
that have illegally entered our
country from all over the world.”

THE FACTS: There is no evi-
dence other countries are sen-
ding their criminals or the men-
tally ill across the border.

Trump frequently brought up
this claim during his most recent
campaign.

INFLATION DID NOT
REACH RECORD HIGHS
UNDER BIDEN

CLAIM: “I will direct all mem-
bers of my Cabinet to marshal
the vast powers at their disposal
to defeat what was record infla-
tion and rapidly bring down costs
and prices.” — inaugural address.

THE FACTS: Inflation peaked
at 9.1% in June 2022 after rising
steadily in the first 17 months of
Democrat Joe Biden’s presidency
from a low of 0.1% in May 2020.
The most recent data shows that
as of December it had fallen to
2.9%.

Other historical periods have
seen higher inflation, such as a
more than 14% rate in 1980, ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve.

PROMISE OF AN EXTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICETO
COLLECT TARIFFS

CLAIM: Promising to establish
an External Revenue Service to
collect “all tariffs, duties, and re-
venues,” Trump said in his inau-
gural address, “It will be massive
amounts of money pouring into

our Treasury, coming from fo-
reign sources.”

THE FACTS: Nearly all econo-
mists point out that American
consumers will pay at least part,
if not most, of the cost of the ta-
riffs. Some exporters overseas
may accept lower profits to off-
set some of the cost of the duties,
and the dollar will likely rise in
value compared with the curren-
cies of the countries facing tariffs,
which could also offset some of
the impact.

But the tariffs won't have the
desired impact of spurring more
production in the U.S. unless
they make foreign-made produc-
ts more expensive for U.S. consu-
mers.

In addition, many of Trump’s
supporters, and even some of
his appointees, argue that he in-
tends to use tariffs primarily as a
bargaining tool to extract conces-
sions from other countries. Yet if
an External Revenue Service is
established, it certainly sugges-
ts Trump is expecting to impose
and collect many duties.

CALLS FOR REVOCATION
OF EVMANDATE THAT
DOESN’T EXIST

CLAIM: “We will revoke the
electric vehicle mandate, saving
the auto industry and keeping
my sacred pledge to our great
American autoworkers.” — inau-
gural address.

THE FACTS: It's misleading to
claim that such a mandate exists.
In April 2023, the Environmental

Protection Agency announced
strict limits on greenhouse gas
emissions from passenger vehi-
cles. The agency says these limits
could be met if 67% of new-vehi-
cle sales are electric by 2032.

And vyet, the new rule would
not require automakers to boost
electric vehicle sales directly. It
sets emissions limits and allows
automakers to choose how to
meet them.

CHINA DOES NOT OPERATE
THE PANAMA CANAL

CLAIM: Discussing his desire
for the U.S. to take back the Pa-
nama Canal: “American ships are
being severely overcharged and
not treated fairly in any way, sha-
pe or form, and that includes the
United States Navy. And, above
all, China is operating the Pana-
ma Canal.” — inaugural address.

THE FACTS: Officials in Pana-
ma have denied Trump’s claims
that China is operating the canal
and that the U.S. is being over-
charged. Ricaurte Véasquez, ad-
ministrator of the canal, said in
an interview with The Associated
Press that “there’s no discrimina-
tion in the fees.”

He also said China was not
operating the canal. He noted
Chinese companies operating
in the ports on either end of the
canal were part of a Hong Kong
consortium that won a bidding
process in 1997. He added that
U.S. and Taiwanese companies
are operating other ports along
the canal as well. MDT/AP
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THE PANAMA CANAL

Panama, familiar with US
intervention, bristles at
Trump’s comments on cana

JUAN ZAMORANO,
PANAMA CITY

.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s in-
sistence yesterday
[Macau time] that
he wants to have the Panama
Canal back under U.S. con-
trol fed nationalist sentiment
and worry in Panama, home
to the critical trade route and
a country familiar with U.S.
military intervention.

“American ships are being
severely overcharged and not
treated fairly in any way, sha-
pe or form, and that includes
the United States Navy. And
above all, China is operating
the Panama Canal,” Trump
said.

In the streets of the capi-
tal, some Panamanians saw
Trump’s remarks as a way of
applying pressure on Panama
for something else he wan-
ts: better control of migra-
tion through the Darien Gap.
Others recalled the 1989 U.S.
invasion of Panama with con-
cern.

Panama President José
Raul Mulino responded for-
cefully yesterday, as he did
after Trump’s initial state-
ment last month that the U.S.
should consider repossessing
the canal, saying the canal
belongs to his country of 4
million and will remain Pana-
ma’s territory.

Luis Barrera, a 52-year-old
cab driver, said Panama had
fought hard to get the canal
back and has expanded it sin-
ce taking control.

“l really feel uncomfor-
table because it’s like when
you're big and you take a can-
dy from a little kid,” Barrera
said.

At a rally in Phoenix in De-
cember, Trump said he might

de for Panamanians. On Dec.
31, they celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the handover,
and days later they comme-
morated the deaths of 21 Pa-
namanians who died at the
hands of the U.S. military de-
cades earlier.

On Jan. 9, 1964, students
protested in the then-U.S.
controlled canal zone over
not being allowed to fly Pa-

were part of a Hong Kong
consortium that won a bid-
ding process in 1997. He ad-
ded that U.S. and Taiwanese
companies operate other
ports along the canal as well.

Omayra Avendafio, who
works in real estate, said
Trump’s threat should be
taken seriously.

“We should be worried,”
she said. “We don’t have an

try to get the army and
canal back - - he’s said he
after 'it was Panama PreS|dent Mullno would use
oolishy” responded forcefully oree e
hana e yesterday, saying the canal 2, 19 the
marshippers ~ D@longs to his country of  ary invaded
et a4 million and will remain panama &0
that China Panama’'s territo ry tator Manuel
had taken Noriega.
control  of Some 27,000

the key shortcut between the
Pacific and Atlantic oceans.

Earlier this month, Trump
wouldn't rule out using mili-
tary force to take it back.

The United States built the
canal in the early 1900s as it
looked for ways to facilita-
te the transit of commercial
and military vessels between
its coasts. Washington relin-
quished control of the wa-
terway to Panama on Dec. 31,
1999, under a treaty signed in
1977 by President Jimmy Car-
ter.

The canal is a point of pri-

nama’s flag at a secondary
school there. The protests
expanded to general opposi-
tion to the U.S. presence in
Panama and U.S. troops got
involved. A group of protes-
ters this year burned an effigy
of Trump.

The canal’s administrator,
Ricaurte Vasquez, said this
month that China is not in
control of the canal and that
all nations are treated equally
under a neutrality treaty.

He said Chinese com-
panies operating in the por-
ts on either end of the canal

troops were tasked by then-
-President George H.W. Bush
with capturing Noriega, pro-
tecting the lives of Americans
living in Panama and restoring
democracy to the country that
a decade later would take over
control of the Panama Canal.
Avendanio said she was
11 years old the last time the
U.S. invaded her country and
hoped Panama’s current go-
vernment would seek inter-

national support to head off

Trump’s designs on the canal.
“T remember the disaster
that it was,” she said. MDT/AP

A cargo ship traverses the Agua Clara
Locks of the Panama Canal in Colon

this day in hiStOI_'!@
1980 SOVIET DISSIDENT
SAKHAROV BANISHED

One of the Soviet Union's most outspoken
critics, nuclear physicist Dr Andrei Sakharov,
has been ordered into internal exile.

Officials in Moscow were angered by anin-
terview Dr Sakharov gave American televi-
sion last week, in which he called for the wi-
thdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan.

It was the final straw after the Nobel pea-
ce prize winner had escaped arrest during
more than 13 years of dissident activity.

In the interview, Dr Sakharov also told
American viewers he supported plans to
boycott the summer Olympics in Moscow.

He said he was in favour of the US sanc-
tions ordered by President Carter in retalia-
tion for the invasion.

The scientist and his wife, Yelena Bonner,
were seized by officers of the Soviet secret
service, the KGB, while walking in a Moscow
street.

Dr Sakharov was stripped of his official ho-
nours.

The couple were given two hours to pack
before being sent to Gorky, an industrial city
250 miles east of Moscow and off limits to
foreign reporters.

Dr Sakharov was credited with creating the
first Soviet hydrogen bomb - but later be-
came involved in campaigning for nuclear
disarmament.

He won the 1975 Nobel Peace Price be-
cause of his fight for human rights.

In a recent interview with the BBC, Dr
Sakharov spoke about the need for change
in the Soviet Union.

He said: "Our country, like every modern
state, needs profound democratic reforms.
It needs political and ideological pluralism,
a mixed economy and protection of human
rights and the opening up of society.”

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Dr Sakharov spent nearly seven years in
exile in Gorky where he continued to write
letters and appeals in support of human
rights activists.

He staged three hunger strikes protesting
at his own persecution and seeking permis-
sion for his wife to go to the United States
for medical treatment for eye and heart
problems.

In 1983, Yelena Bonner was charged with
slander against the Soviet state as she was
about to board a plane to fly to the US.

Dr Sakharov claimed it was a trumped-up
charge to prevent her travelling abroad.
She, too, was ordered to remain in exile in
Gorky.

After President Mikhail Gorbachev ordered
his release in 1986, Dr Sakharov became

a leading member of the pro-democracy
movement.

He also helped to lead the opposition in
the new Soviet parliament in 1989 and was
involved in drafting a new constitution. He
died on 14 December 1989 of a heart at-
tack.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES @ TAURUS PSI6H,.ONE MAN'S TREASURE ..\ IS HIS WIFE'S >
I
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20 \\(—~ YARDSALE.

Maintain action. Ignore rumors
and gossip, especially about money.
Adjust around a financial obstacle.
Decrease obligations and stay in
communication. Collaborate for
lucrative gain.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Rest and save energy. Traffic or
shipping delays could slow the
action. Resist the temptation to
push too hard or risk breakage.
Nurture health.

I Jul. 23-Aug. 22

our home and family require
attention. Care for someone.
Misunderstandings ~ spark  easily.
Don’t believe everything you hear.
Practice patience. Find humor in the
situation.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Focus on short term needs. A
financial barrier could delay the
action. Stay in communication
to facilitate payments. Keep
promises and agreements.

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Hide out and wait for
developments. Recharge batteries
and rest. Youre especially

sensitive. Avoid catching a cold or
bug with rest and hot liquids.

Q Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Your profession and industry
are undergoing changes. Old
assumptions ~ get  challenged.
Disruption closes one door and
opens others. Pay close attention.
Watch for opportunities.

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

CROSSWORDS

Support your partner. A
formidable barrier blocks the
path, so take care. You can see
what wasn’t working, and each
other’s blind spots.

g Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Fun is available, despite challenging
obstacles. Dont try to force an
issue, especially in your romantic
relaionship. ~ Wait ~ for  better
conditions. Share something delicious.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Study the developments. Let
go of a preconception. Issue
statements.  Miscommunications
arise easily. Hold your complaints
and patiently clarify. Use simple
language. Pictures help.

SCORPIO

CANCER

VIRGO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Smile and take charge.
Provide leadership to resolve a
breakdown. Show up and do
what needs to be done. Give your
word and keep it.

@ CAPRICORN
Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Keep everyone in the loop who needs
to know. Challenges could disrupt
team communications. Tempers may
be short. Don’t antagonize anyone.
Model patience and diplomacy:

@ PISCES
Feb.19-Mar. 20

Delays and blockage could

frustrate  your  travel and

investigation today. Find the
simplest route and monitor
conditions. Postpone what you
can. Study options.

1- Golf stroke; 5- Old gas brand; 9- Praiseful poems; 13- Ayatollah's
predecessor; 14- Deli sides; 16- Aloe ___; 17- Free from doubt; 18- Name; 19-
Ballpark figs.; 20- God of thunder; 21- Good hole card; 22- Hawk homes; 24-
Spouse; 26- Possesses; 27- Shut; 29- Belief; 33- Off the leash; 34- Sandusky's
lake; 35- Ages and ages; 36- Last: Abbr,; 37- Light-colored hair; 38- Best; 39-
Denier's words; 41- Sick as ___; 42- Devoutness; 44- Former monetary unit of
Austria; 46- Dated:; 47- Untrustworthy one; 48- Decorate anew; 49- Polite refusal;
52- Fur scarf; 53- Corona fruit; 57- Composer Khachaturian; 58- Light ___; 60-
Inter ___; 61~ Persian fairy; 62- Motionless; 63- Experiment; 64- Wait ___I; 65-
Meddlesome; 66- Bluesy James;

1- Hey, over herel; 2- No way; 3- Tropical tuber; 4- Vacuum bottle; 5- Fancy
home; 6- Pizzeria order; 7- Fill to surfeit; 8- Hooter; 9- Supervise: 10- He played

Ricky; 11- Art Deco master; 12- Talk
back to; 15- Kelp; 23- Break off; 25- Peer YESteray s solution

Gynt's mother; 26- Rubber gasket; 27-
Hue; 28- Numbers game; 29- Sing like
Bing: 30- Short letters; 31- Benjamin; 32-
Catch a view of; 33- Respiratory organ;
34- Like some statesmen; 37- West
Atlantic islands; 40- Mohammedan; 42-
Launch site; 43- Quarantine; 45- Spy org.;
46- Like heaven's gates; 48- Churns up;
49- California wine valley; 50- Mine finds;
51- Stallion's mate; 52- Scott of "Charles
in Charge"; 54- Belinda Carlisle's "Should
___You In?"; 55- Atomizer output; 56- |
could ___ horsel; 59- RR stop;

]

C"\\Pe/2.7 Wwww.gocomics.com/the-born-loser

>
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WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION
EASY EASY+
Beijing -3 6 fine
41 7 6 2 Changchun -14 -7 fine
3| 9 9 Chengdu 7 14 overcast
E 81 2 Chongging 9 14 rain
B 3 4 3 B Fuzhou 10 20 overcast
1 . 6 7 8 Guangzhou 11 21 cloudy
b 915 2 9 3 3 Guiyang 9 16 overcast
6 3|7 ] 4 Haikou 15 21 cloudy
29 6 3 2 Hangzhou 5 17 cloudy
B 2 9 Harbin -14 -9 snow
Hefei =il 17 fine
Nanjing 3 17 cloudy
MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 6 15 cloudy
9 5|3 : x‘phei 15 21 c:oujy
4 3 G g unam 5 19 clou .y
2 Hong Hong 18 19 rain
6 3 4 9
4 1 2
6 7 Moscow =7 =3 showers
L 8 Frankfurt 2 cloudy
¥
. 3 Paris 6 8 rain
AR London 2 showers
New York -11 -7 sunny
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
g
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
g Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
8 (Open line) 993 — Report 1000
E PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
fEnL 28 573 333 28 716 081
E| Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
5 28 371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

s prime timeto .1

BUV & RENTI

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

Hoi Wan Retail (T
HKD 12,980,000

aipa)

Tou Un (Taipa)
HKD 2,750,000

& AD

Jade Garden (Taipa)
1 bed 1 bath

HKD 11,880,000 4 bed 3 bath
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BILLIONAIRES, TECH TITANS, PRESIDENTS

A GUIDE TO WHO STOOD WHERE
AT TRUMPS INAUGURATION

ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON &
ALEX CONNOR,
WASHINGTON

HE crowded dais in the

Capitol Rotunda on Inau-
guration Day featured four
of the world’s five wealthiest
men, five U.S. presidents,
tech titans and business mo-
guls, and two foreign leaders
with prime spots.

President Donald Trump
welcomed a mix of traditio-
nal, unprecedented and unor-
thodox guests — from Supre-
me Court justices to the vice
president of China, and the
head of TikTok, an app U.S.
authorities have flagged as a
national security risk, next to
the person Trump has chosen
to lead the intelligence com-
munity.

Scattered throughout were
the president’s family mem-
bers and other familiar faces
in Trump’s orbit. Lawmakers
mostly sat in front of Trump,

watching the new president
take the oath of office.

Here’s who was up on the
dais and who they sat next to.

1. Shou Zi Chew, the CEO
of TikTok was seated next to
Tulsi Gabbard, whom Trump
has nominated to be the di-
rector of national intelligen-
ce. Trump intervened this
weekend in an attempt to halt
a ban on TikTok, which is seen
as a potential national securi-
ty threat. The president has
credited the social network
with helping him win last
year’s election, but the plat-
form faces a ban if the China-
-based parent company does
not find a Washington-appro-
ved buyer.

2.Joe Rogan, who is among
the world’s most popular pod-
casters, sat down for a three-
-hour interview with Trump
in the last stretch of the cam-
paign and ultimately endor-
sed him a day before Election
Day. Trump has expressed
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gratitude to him.

3. A cadre of billionaires
and tech titans sat on the
same row. They included Fa-
cebook founder Mark Zucker-
berg, Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos, Google CEO Sundar Pi-
chai and Tesla CEO Elon Musk,
the world’s richest man. They
were seated behind Trump’s
wife, Melania, and children,
but ahead of several of his Ca-
binet nominees. Musk, who
has grown closer to Trump
since the election, was the
one sitting closest to Trump.
Bernard Arnault, CEO of Fren-
ch magnate LVMH, the biggest
seller of luxury goods in the
world whose brands include
Louis Vuitton and Christian
Dior, was on the opposite side
of the dais.

4. Barron Trump is Trump’s
youngest son. He has been
credited by the president for
his campaign’s online outrea-
ch, saying he introduced him
to internet personalities he

had never heard of before.
Barron Trump is now 18 and a
freshman New York University
business student, but he will
have a bedroom in the White
House.

5. Kai Trump, one of
Trump’s granddaughters, is a
social media influencer and
avid golfer. Kai Trump is only
17 but has become more po-
pular over the past year, ste-
pping up on stage at the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion and briefly speaking at a
rally over the weekend. She is
the daughter of Donald Trump
Jr., who has helped his father
with some of his picks and is
seen as an enforcer of loyalty
in his orbit.

6. Miriam Adelson and
John Paulson were among the
largest donors to the Trump
campaign and got prime sea-
ting for the ceremony next to
incoming White House chief
of staff Susie Wiles. Paulson,
a billionaire investor, was the

host of a Palm Beach, Florida,
fundraiser that set a single-
-event record, adding $50.5
million to the campaign last
April. Adelson is the co-owner
of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks
and widow of billionaire casi-
no magnate Sheldon Adelson.
She is a major supporter of
Trump and, with Zuckerberg,
was hosting another inaugu-
ral event on Monday.

7. Former Presidents Bill
Clinton, Barack Obama, ou-
tgoing President Joe Biden
were given prime seats as
well. All their wives, except
for former first lady Michelle
Obama, were also seated the-
re. Michelle Obama had pre-
viously announced he would
be skipping the swearing-in
ceremony. She gave no reason.

8. Foreign leaders. In an
unprecedented move, Trump
invited foreign leaders to the
inauguration, and they also
got coveted seats for the ce-
remony. Argentina President
Javier Milei was seated next
to Italian Premier Giorgia Me-
loni. They were also next to
China’s Vice President Han
Zheng, whom President Xi
Jinping sent to represent him.
The Chinese ambassador to
the United States, Xie Feng,
was also nearby. MDT/AP

Who sat where during
Donald Trump’s inauguration?
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TENNIS va over Sabalenka would have

Sabalenka reaches the
Australian Open semifinals as
she seeks a third title in a row

HOWARD FENDRICH,

MELBOURNE
RYNA Sabalenka’s
bid for a third con-
secutive  Australian

Open championship
will continue after she got past
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 2-6,
6-2, 6-3 in a surprisingly diffi-
cult quarterfinal yesterday ni-
ght.

The No. 1-ranked Sabalenka
has now won 19 matches in a
row at Melbourne Park and
will face her good friend, No.
11 seed Paula Badosa, in the
semifinals tomorrow

Sabalenka had run her set
streak to 25 at the place — da-
ting all the way to the 2023 final
— when she grabbed the ope-
ner against 2021 French Open
runner-up  Pavlyuchenkova.
But Sabalenka had a hard time
harnessing her intimidating
strokes on a windy evening in
Rod Laver Arena until doing so
down the stretch and collec-
ting the last three games after
the third set was tied at 3-all.

“Honestly,” Sabalenka said,
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“I was just praying.”

She won her first major
championship at Melbourne
Park in 2023, then added ano-
ther last January, before rai-
sing her total to three Grand

Slam trophies at the U.S. Open
last September.

The last woman to win the
Australian Open three straight
years was Martina Hingis from
1997 to 1999.

Badosa’s 7-5, 6-4 victory
over No. 3 Coco Gauff in the
day’s first quarterfinal was
surprising, sure, but nothing
compared with how significant
a win by No. 27 Pavlyuchenko-

been.

And that certainly seemed
like it might occur for much
of the second set and at least
the start of the third. Instead,
Pavlyuchenkova fell to 1-8 in
Grand Slam quarterfinals, in-
cluding 0-4 at the Australian
Open.

So how did Pavlyuchenko-
va nearly pull off the win this
time?

By handling Sabalenka’s
big serves, first and foremost,
reading them well and delive-
ring deep returns. It took a bit
of time to find the range, but
once she did, Pavlyuchenkova
was nearly perfect: After Saba-
lenka held all four of her ser-
vice games in the first set, she
lost five of the next six.

Pavlyuchenkova also pro-
duced stinging groundstrokes
that equaled her powerful
opponent’s for much of the
contest. And by showing off
some talent with her volleying,
claiming eight of the first nine
points she finished at the net
— one even appeared to be a
sort of mistake but landed in,
eliciting a wry smile from Pa-
vlyuchenkova.

As things stayed tight, Saba-
lenka grew frustrated, her sho-
t-accompanying grunts and
post-point screams growing
louder. After getting broken to
fall behind 1-0 in the third set,
she hit her racket against the
blue court.

Eventually, though, she was
able to smile and look ahead to
trying to return to the final with
one more victory. MDT/AP
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I e s U.S. President Donald Trump has apparently confused Spain for a  defense expenditures, but quickly veered into speaking about the BRI-
member of the BRICS bloc of developing economies, causing some  CS.

head-scratching and jitters over possible tariffs in Madrid. “They’re a BRICS nation, Spain. Do you know what a BRICS nation is?
Spain is not in BRICS, whose initials stand for Brazil, Russia, India, Chi- ~ You'll figure it out,” he told the reporter from the presidential desk in the

na and South Africa. Spain is a member of NATO, along with the U.S.,  Oval Office.

and of the European Union. Trump repeated his threat to put costly tariffs on BRICS, saying “we
Trump erroneously said Spain was in BRICS when a journalist asked  are going to put at least a 100% tariff on the business they do with the

him about NATO countries like Spain which dont meet the NATO mini- ~ United States.”

mum of spending 2% of economic output on defense. Spanish Education Minister Pilar Alegria, who acts as a spokeswoman
Trump started his answer by saying “Spain is very low,” referring toits  for the government, said she wasn't sure why Trump made the comment.

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily
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FRAGILE TRUCE RESTS ON

NEW US ADMINISTRATION

After 15 months of fighting that has claimed
tens of thousands of lives, a long-awaited ceasefi-
re deal between Israel and Hamas came into force
on Sunday.

The tranquility of the sky above Gaza and Israel
for the first time in more than a year and the arri-
val of hundreds of lorries in the Palestinian encla-
ve carrying aid have undoubtedly further spurred
hopes that an end to the Israel-Hamas conflict is
in sight.

But these hopes may be premature. The neces-
sary conditions to realize a permanent end to the
hostilities are still not in place. What has been
achieved so far is only the beginning of the first
phase of a three-phase temporary truce, and the
reason why it could happen is primarily due to
the power transition in Washington rather than a
solution that appeases the animosity between the
two conflicting parties.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
recently that Israel retains the right to resume mi-
litary action against Hamas, with renewed stren-
gth and “in new ways”, should the ceasefire deal
collapse

Notably, the Israeli leader outlined three “princi-
ples” that guided the negotiations for the ceasefire
deal with Hamas, which are presumably also the
conditions that the US promised Israel it would
support in exchange for Tel Aviv’s inking of the
first phase of the ceasefire deal and cooperation
toimplement it atleast during the critical juncture
of the new US president’s inauguration.

The three principles are Israel’s right to return to
war if the negotiations in the second phase, which
are due to start on the 16th day after the ceasefire
commences, prove a failure; securing the release
of a greater number of hostages, although apart
from the 33 hostages Hamas agreed to release
in the first stage, it remains unknown how many
more hostages it holds are still alive; and Israel’s
continued control over the Philadelphi Corridor

Sunma Piamboon (left) and her partner Danaya Phonphayung sh

w their wedding ring in ngok

..T.I.

THAILAND GEARS UP
FOR A CELEBRATION AS
MARRIAGE EQUALITY

LAW TAKES EFFECT

JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI

HEY have been in

a committed rela-
tionship for more than 13
years, and even had a we-
dding in 2019. Since then,
Danaya  Phonphayung
and Sunma Piamboon,
both women, have consi-
dered themselves a mar-
ried couple, even if same-
-sex marriages were not

“We live together. We
bought a house. We bou-
ght a car. But we cannot
share these things toge-
ther like a married cou-
ple. When this is happe-
ning, we feel that it’s our
rights that we need to se-
cure as quickly as possib-
le,” she said.

The marriage equality
bill, which sailed throu-
gh both the House of Re-

Thailand has a repu-
tation for acceptance
and inclusivity, but stru-
ggled for decades to pass
a marriage equality law.
Thai society largely holds
conservative values.
Members of the LGBTQ+
community say they face
discrimination in every-
day life, although they
note that things have im-
proved greatly in recent
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South Korea Impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol
denied ordering military
intervention against
lawmakers during his
martial law decree.
Appearingin court,
yesterday, Yoon argued
his actions were a warning
to opposition parties. The
Constitutional Court will
determine whether Yoon
remains in office amid
growing national unrest.

United States President
Donald Trump signed
yesterday an executive
order delaying TikTok's
ban for 75 days, allowing
parent company
ByteDance more time
to find a U.S. buyer.

The ban, approved by
Congress and upheld

by the Supreme Court,
was originally set to take
effect Sunday.
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along the Gaza-Egypt border and the security bu- legally recognized. presentatives and the Se-  years.
ffer zone surrounding Gaza. The walls of theirhome  nate, amended the Civil The government led by United States The Senate
In the first stage of the deal, Hamas has agreed in suburban Bangkok and Commercial Code to  the Pheu Thai party made unanimously confirmed

to return 33 hostages in exchange for the release
of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, with the re-
maining living hostages to be released in the se-
cond phase. Although Hamas wants a complete
end to the war before it releases all the hostages,
that’s something unacceptable to Israel, and the
ceasefire deal will automatically collapse the mo-
ment Hamas fails to hand over living hostages to
move the negotiations forward.

That means if Hamas does not return more li-
ving hostages in the second stage, which is very
likely as that is the only bargaining chip it has got,
Tel Aviv will not have any scruples about realizing
its objective by resuming its offensive.

It is also not known whether Israel will agree to
pull out of the buffer zone between it and Gaza by
acertain date, or whether its presence there will be
open-ended, as some Western observers say. Not
to mention that the truce can be broken any time
if either side makes a reckless move while passing
the buck to the other side. Ceasefires between Is-
rael and Hamas which have halted previous wars
have eventually broken down because of skir-
mishes.

So the present ceasefire is fragile. Whether it can
move the situation in the direction of a perma-
nent end to the war and then a “two-state solu-
tion” depends on whether the new US adminis-
tration will continue to allow the tail to wag the
dog. [Abridged]

are decorated with faded
photos from their happy
union, filled with joy and
love from their families
and friends. Come tomor-
row, their wedded status
will be recognized by the
nation as well, when a law
that allows members of
the LGBTQ+ community
in Thailand to get married
and have the same legal
rights as heterosexual
couples takes effect.

The couple said they
can't wait to formalize
their union. They plan to
register their marriage at
a district office near their
home on the very first day
that the law allows.

“I think T'll cry,” Da-
naya, an office worker,
said with a big smile,
thinking about the mo-
ment that they will sign
the paper. “I'm so ha-
ppy. It's something that
was more than I could’ve
dreamed of, that sudden-
ly this day is happening.”

change the words “men
and women” and “hus-
band and wife” to “indi-
viduals” and “marriage
partners.” It would open
up access to full legal, fi-
nancial and medical righ-
ts for LGBTQ+ couples.

Sunma, who owns a
travel agency, said that
she had realized how cru-
cial being legally married
was when Danaya was
hospitalized with dengue
fever, as they don’t live
close to her parents.

“The doctors asked
me who I was, and I said
I was the girlfriend, and
they were like, ‘so what'?’
I couldn’t make any deci-
sion until her condition
became quite serious,”
she said. “I was so upset,
like, if T had lost her ...
there would be nothing
that could’ve made up for
it. So, I think this is very
important for both of us.”

How marriage equality
became law

marriage equality one of
its main goals.

Last week, Government
House invited dozens
of LGBTQ+ couples and
activists for a photo op
and a meeting with Pri-
me Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra and several
high ranking officials to
celebrate the law coming
into effect, making Thai-
land the first in Southeast
Asia and the third place in
Asia, after Taiwan and Ne-
pal, to legalize same-sex
marriage.

The organizers of Ban-
gkok Pride have collabo-
rated with relevant gover-
nment agencies to hold
a grand celebration in
central Bangkok and fa-
cilitate couples who wish
to register their marriage
on the very first day. They
said that more than 300
couples have registered
to officially tie the knot
tomorrow at the event.
MDT/AP

o
=
o
I
o
o
<

Marco Rubio as Secretary
of State yesterday
[Macau time], marking the
first Cabinet appointment
for President Donald
Trump's second term.
Rubio, a Florida senator
and foreign policy expert,
garnered bipartisan
support as the first Latino
to hold the position.

Switzerland European
leaders at Davos
yesterday vowed to
counter President
Donald Trump's
withdrawal from the Paris
climate accord. EU Chief
Ursula von der Leyen
reaffirmed Europe's
commitment to fighting
climate change, calling
the pact "humanity's
best hope" and
emphasizing the need
for global cooperation.



