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BRAZILIAN AND GERMAN NATIONALS FOUR RESIDENTS STILL HONG KONG
CAN NOW USE THEIR PASSPORTS TO PLANS TO BAN
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Taiwan'’s leader Lai Ching-
te said Friday he would
communicate more with
the U.S. over President
Donald Trump's concerns
over the chip industry and
invest more inthe U.S,
hours after Trump ordered
reciprocal tariffs on trade
partners. Trump said on
last week that Taiwan had
taken away the U.S. chip
business and said that

he wanted it back in the
country.

South Korea Former
South Korea international
Hwang Ui-jo was handed
aone-year suspended
prison sentence on
Friday for filming sexual
encounters with a woman
without her consent.
Hwang was dropped
from the national team

in September 2023

after being charged

with secretly filming two
women on four occasions
in2022.
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South Korea A fire

broke out at a resort
construction site in Busan
on Friday, killing at least

six people, fire officials
said. About 100 workers
managed to evacuate the
site, while another 14 were
rescued by helicopter from
the top of the structure,
said Hong Moon-shik,
chief of the Busan Gijang
District Fire Department.
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India Atleast 18 people,
including 14 women, were
kiledinastampede ata
railway stationin New Delhi,
the Press Trust of India news
agency reported yesterday.
Many of the victims were
Hindu pilgrims who were
traveling to the Maha

Kumbh festival in Prayagraj
innorthern India, according
to Delhi's caretaker chief
minister, Atishi, who uses
only one name.

More on backpage
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Public housing applications drop significantly; committee proposes swapping
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IN COMA FOLLOWING
GAS EXPLOSION IN
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TWO-YEAR-OLD GIRL REMAINS IN COMA
FOLLOWING GAS EXPLOSION IN TAIWAN

VICTORIA CHAN

ACAU’S tourism crisis

assistance team, in colla-
boration with the Macau Red
Cross, reached out to the local
family affected by a tragic gas
explosion in Taichung, Taiwan
last Thursday.

The incident resulted in the
deaths of two Macau residents
and left five others injured.

Among the injured is a two-
-year-old girl from Macau who
underwent an emergency cra-
niotomy due to severe brain
injuries, according to China
Medical University (CMU) Chil-
dren’s Hospital, as reported by
Focus Taiwan.

The girl was visiting Taichung
with six other family members
when the explosion occurred
at the Shin Kong Mitsukoshi
department store just before
noon.

The blast sent debris crashing
down as the family passed by,
tragically resulting in the ins-
tant death of the girl’s grand-

AP PHOTO

father, with her grandmother
pronounced dead shortly after
at the hospital.

The assistance team arri-
ved in Taichung on Thursday
evening, promptly visiting the
hospitalized family members to
convey condolences from Chief
Executive Sam Hou Fai.

CMU Children’s Hospital of-
ficials reported that the girl was
in a deep coma upon arrival af-
ter being transferred from ano-
ther hospital. She had suffered a

brain hemorrhage and swelling,
and an emergency craniotomy
was performed.

As of now, she remains in
intensive care with a Glasgow
Coma Scale (GCS) score of 3,
indicating complete unrespon-
siveness.

Hospital officials stated that
efforts are focused on stabilizing
her blood pressure and heart
rate, reducing pressure on her
brain, and preventing infections.

Two of the injured indivi-

duals have already been dis-
charged after treatment.

The girl’s parents sustained
minor injuries. Her great-grand-
mother suffered fractures to her
ribs and arm, while her uncle
sustained fractures to his face
and hand. Both are being trea-
ted at the Chung Kang Branch
of Cheng Ching Hospital, as re-
ported by the hospital’s vice su-
perintendent, Huang Jen-chieh.

The explosion resulted in
four deaths and 35 injuries, with
five in intensive care and six in
general wards.

Representatives from the
shopping mall provided su-
pport, including hotel accom-
modations and travel arrange-
ments for family and friends
visiting Taichung.

Efforts are also underway to
arrange the transportation of
the deceased residents’ remains
back to Macau, coordinated by
the local Red Cross and relevant
authorities.

On February 14, the assis-
tance team accompanied the

family to meet with local fune-
ral and legal service personnel,
facilitating the identification of
the deceased and discussing ar-
rangements for their remains.

Staff from a Macau insurance
company have also arrived to
assist with compensation mat-
ters related to the incident.

Meanwhile, Hotel Fortune
expressed its condolences to
the family of one of its long-
-serving employees, who had
worked at the hotel for two de-
cades. In a statement released
on Friday, the hotel reaffirmed
its commitment to supporting
the family.

The company has sent repre-
sentatives to Taichung to assist
the grieving family, and Macau
Yin Kui Hospital, affiliated with
the hotel, will also offer medical
support.

The department store an-
nounced that it would pro-
vide TWD1 million (around
MOP244,500) to each bereaved
family as a gesture of condo-
lence.

De
©
S by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

SOME ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS ON EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

Is a dog urinating

blood an emergency?

Although seeing blood in the urine
can be scary or upsetting, it is not
always the symptom of an emer-
gency. The most common cause of
blood in the urine is a urinary tract
infection, which is not an emergen-
cy and is very treatable. If your dog
can pass urine, even if they pass
smaller amounts more frequently, it
is unlikely to be an emergency.
However, if your dog is straining
and unable to pass any urine, this
could be a sign of obstruction like
a bladder stone within the urethra.
This would be an emergency, and
veterinary help should be sought
immediately so that the veterinarian
can pass a catheter to relieve the
pressure if required.

It is important to mention that if you
notice blood in your dog’s urine and
bleeding or bruising elsewhere, this
1s an emergency as it could be a sign
of a bleeding disorder or rat poiso-
ning. Examples of other emergency
symptoms would be bleeding from
the gums, nose, or bottom or brui-
sing of the skin or whites of the eyes.

Lg:lr:l'_'kl‘

Is a dog vomiting blood

an emergency?

While a dog vomiting blood could be a
sign of Iirritation of the lining of the sto-
mach or food pipe (oesophagus), it could
also be a sign of a more severe stomach
ulcer or bleeding disorder. Therefore, if
there is a lot of blood or there is blood
in the vomit multiple times, it should be
considered an emergency.

As with blood in the urine, if you see blee-
ding elsewhere and in the vomit, it could
be a sign of a bleeding disorder; and you
should seek veterinary attention right away:

Is there an emergency
number for pets in Macau?
There is no emergency service for pets

Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099

in Macau, but you can contact your
usual veterinary clinic if you have an
emergency, day or night. If your vete-
rinary clinic is closed, their voicemail
message and website will have infor-
mation on contacting their emergency
veterinarian. Some veterinary hospitals
in Macau have a 24hr service so know
your options.

If you are concerned about what would
happen in an emergency, speak to your
veterinary clinic who will be able to
inform you of their emergency service
provider’s details in advance so that you
feel prepared.

Is a dog fever an emergency?

On its own, a high temperature in a
dog is not an emergency, although ve-
terinary advice should be sought within
twenty-four hours or if there is any de-
terioration in your dog’s condition. If
their breathing, gum colour, hydration,
or responsiveness is affected, you should
contact your veterinarian right away.
Is a dog abscess an emergency?
If your dog has an abscess, it is gene-
rally not an emergency, but you should
contact a veterinary professional within
twenty-four hours to arrange for them

to be seen. If their condition worsens,
or if they are very lethargic, dehydra-
ted, pale, or unresponsive, you should
contact a veterinarian as soon as pos-

sible.

Conditions that are commonly
mistaken for emergencies
Sometimes, understandably, non-emer-
gency conditions can be mistaken for
emergencies by pet parents. The list be-
low gives some examples of these condi-
tions that can seem life-threatening but
aren’t.

Reverse sneezing

Reverse sneezing describes a particular
type of snorting behaviour that some
dogs are prone to. It can seem serious
because it can appear that something is
lodged up the nose or that your dog is
unable to breathe.

Thankfully, reverse sneezing is harmless.
If you are unsure if your dog is reverse
sneezing, some videos online show what
a reverse sneeze looks and sounds like.

A seizure

A single seizure that lasts less than five
minutes and your dog recovers fully
from is not an emergency. You do not
need to contact your veterinarian until
after the seizure has ended. Instead,
time the seizure and take a video for
your vet.

If your dog fails to come around fully

Emergency: +853 66776611
Email: info@rvcmacau.com

after a seizure, the seizure lasts more
than five minutes, or your dog has
more than one seizure, this could be
an emergency, and you should speak to
your veterinarian promptly.

Kennel cough

Because kennel cough causes coughing
fits that can be lengthy and relentless,
the condition is commonly mistaken
for being more serious. Luckily;, the
condition rarely causes anything more
than coughing and lethargy and is
not usually an emergency unless other
symptoms are present.

Blood in the stools

The lining of the large bowel and rec-
tum are very vascular, meaning that
spots of blood in stool are quite com-
mon, especially if they have diarrhoea
and are straining. However, streaks of
blood are not an emergency:.

Conclusion

Remember to keep calm and assess the
situation carefully (bearing in mind that
animals can lash out in pain or distress).
Don'’t forget that if you are in doubt,
you should call your vet—they’ll be
able to help you decide whether you
need to rush your dog in or not.

Hope this info helps
Till next time
Dr Ruan Bester
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Public housinF applications
y

decline sharp

LYNZY VALLES &
VICTORIA CHAN

HE number of appli-
cations for public
housing in Macau
has seen a sharp
decline over the past three
application periods, accor-
ding to government data.

This marks the first time
that the number of applica-
tions has fallen short of the
available housing units.

Between 2019 and 2024,
the government launched
three public housing applica-
tion rounds, offering a total
of more than 13,000 units.

For the first time, the num-
ber of available two- and
three-bedroom units slightly
exceeded the number of
applications, marking a shift
from previous years when
demand far outpaced supply.
The 2023 round, which ope-
ned from September 27, 2023,
to March 27, 2024, provided
5,415 units but received only
6,562 applications.

After disqualifications,
5,076 applications were ac-
cepted, leaving 339 units un-
claimed—a first in the city’s
public housing history.

In contrast, the 2019 rou-
nd saw intense competition,
with 37,487 applications for
3,017 wunits. After disqua-
lifying 1,722 submissions,
35,765 applications were ac-
cepted, with 45% from sin-
gle-person households, 30%
from families of three or
more, and 25% from two-per-
son households. At the time,
there were 10 applicants for
each unit.

By the 2021 round, appli-
cations for 5,254 wunits in
Zone A dropped to 11,707,
with 9,796 accepted after dis-
qualifications.

Two-person  households
accounted for the largest
share of applicants, followed
by three-person families.

The latest round unders-
cored this trend, with 6,562
applications for 5,415 units.

Currently, only the housing
projects from 2019 have been
completed. Projects from
2021 are expected to finish
between November 2024 and
August 2025, with the A3 lot
leading the completion sche-
dule. Meanwhile, the 2023
projects are slated for com-
pletion between September
2027 and January 2028, with
B5 and B12 anticipated to be
the first to finish.
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COMMITTEE DISCUSSES
REPLACEMENT SYSTEM
AMENDMENTS

The Public Housing Affairs
Committee recently held its
first regular meeting of 2025
to gather opinions and sug-
gestions on public housing
policies for the year.

During the meeting, mem-
bers discussed proposed
amendments to the econo-
mic housing ordinance’s re-
placement system, which
would allow one-room flats
to be exchanged for two-
-room flats.

Some members suppor-
ted the initiative, believing it
could encourage childbirth
and help low-income fami-
lies improve their living con-
ditions.

As cited in a statement
released by the Housing Bu-
reau (IH), members emphasi-
zed the need for surveys and
studies to assess societal de-
mand before implementing
the policy.

Others urged careful con-
sideration of eligibility crite-
ria, pricing, and restrictions
to ensure the policy effec-
tively targets those in need
and allocates public resour-
ces fairly.

Additionally, members su-

A

ggested evaluating the cur-
rent economic climate, the
supply of public and private
housing, and upcoming hou-
sing projects to maintain a
balance between the public
and private housing markets.

PRIVATE HOUSING
MARKET RISKS

Some real estate develo-
pers have expressed concerns
about potential impacts on
the private housing market
amid the proposed amend-
ments.

With property transactions
already slowing, they urged
the government to strike a
balance between public and
private housing development
to ensure market stability
and support a full economic
recovery.

Developers noted that the
high interest rate environ-
ment and slower-than-ex-
pected economic recovery
have created uncertainty in
the property market.

Average private housing
prices have fallen by 30%
from their peak, with some
properties experiencing de-
clines of 40% to 50%.

This downward trend,
coupled with an uncertain
market outlook, has led to a

amid ‘oversupply’

decrease in demand for pu-
blic housing, as reflected in
a significant drop in the la-
test round of public housing
applications.

RESIDENTIAL RENTS
ON THE RISE IN 2024

Macau’s average rents for
shops, office units, and in-
dustrial units all saw a de-
cline in 2024, with drops of
1.1%, 2.8%, and 0.1% respec-
tively.

However, residential rents
experienced a 3.9% increase,
according to the latest data
from the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC).

The statistics revealed that
the average rents for shops
in the districts of Areia Preta
& ITao Hon (MOP467), Barca
(MOP355), NATAP (MOP392),
and Horta e Costa & Ouvidor
Arriaga (MOP489) each ex-
perienced year-on-year de-
clines ranging from 3.1% to
4.7%.

In contrast, shops in the
ZAPE (MOP670) and NAPE
& Aterros da Baia da Praia
Grande (MOP612) areas saw
modest increases of 0.2% and
0.1%, respectively.

esidential rents, on the
other hand, saw significant
gains.

SEES GROWTH IN
PATIENT VISITS, PLANS
SALARY INCREASES

Kiang Wu Hospital saw a 2.2%
increase in Emergency Department
visits in 2024, treating 1.46 million
patients. The hospital's director,
Lau Veng Seng, highlighted a drop
in staff turnover to 4.89%, with
more healthcare professionals
pursuing overseas studies. The
Kiang Wu Charitable Association
plans to raise salaries in 2025

and enhance collaboration with
regional hospitals to improve
medical services. Key goals include
stabilizing the workforce, improving
patient care experiences, advancing
medical technologies, and
increasing hospital digitalization.

IAM DISTRIBUTES
ORNAMENTAL FLOWERS

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
distributed ornamental flowers

to the public yesterday, aiming to
promote environmental awareness
and extend the life of festive plants.
Beginningat 11 a.m. in Central
Taipa Park and 3 p.m.in Flora

Park, IAM offered various plants,
including festive citrus, dahlias, and
marigolds. The initiative followed
the planting of festive decorations
to enhance the city’'s beauty.

LEGAL EDUCATION
ALLIANCE HOLDS FIFTH
COUNCIL MEETING

IN MACAU

The Fifth Council Meeting of

the Mainland-Hong Kong-

Macau Legal Education Alliance
convened at the University of
Macau's Faculty of Law, bringing
together representatives from

16 institutions. Key figures
included Wang Jianyuan and

Pan Baoliang from the Central
People's Government's Legal
Department. The meeting, chaired
by Li Jugian, featured a report from
CUPL President Ma Huaide and
discussions on the 2025 work plan.
With membership now at 23, the
alliance promotes legal education
cooperation across regions.

MACAU HOSTS SESSION
ON CHINA'S EDUCATION
MASTER PLAN

A promotional session for the
“Master Plan on Building China into
a Leading Country in Education
(2024-2035)" was held in Macau
last Friday, attended by around

400 participants. Organized by

key government offices, the event
featured Vice Minister of Education
Wu Yan, who emphasized the
importance of aligning Macau's
educational strategies with national
goals. Secretary for Social Affairs
and Culture O Lam highlighted
education as foundational for
national rejuvenation, pledging

to enhance Macau's educational
quality and international standing.
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MACAU EXTENDS AUTOMATED BORDER PASSAGES
TO BRAZILIANS AND GERMANS

RENATO MARQUES

HE Public Security Police For-

ce (PSP) has announced that
Brazilian and German nationals
can now use their passports to
enter and exit Macau through the
automated border-crossing pas-
sages.

In a statement, the PSP stated
that the measure aligns with effor-
ts to facilitate immigration proce-
dures for international visitors and
takes effect today (February 17).
“To fulfill President Xi Jinping’s

demand for ‘committing oursel-
ves to building a higher-level plat-
form for opening up to the outside
world,” the Macau Special Admi-
nistrative Region government is
adopting the position of ‘one cen-
ter, one platform, and one base,’
striving to attract more internatio-
nal resources while creating an im-
portant window for exchange and
mutual learning between Chinese
and Western civilizations,” the PSP
noted.

The PSP clarified that passport
pre-registration is required before

utilizing the automated passages.
It urged visitors aged 18 and ol-
der with passports to register at all
border checkpoints daily from 10
am. to 7 p.m. or at the Immigra-
tion Services Building in Pac On
from 9 am. to 5 p.m. (excluding
weekends and public holidays).
Additionally, the PSP stated
that those between ages 11 and
17 can register their passports for
automated passages, but a pa-

rent’s or legal guardian’s consent
is necessary to complete the regis-
tration. Minors must also present
a birth certificate and the identity
document of their father, mother,
or guardian (if accompanied by
a guardian, proof of legal rela-
tionship is also required). To re-
gister, a passport must be valid for
more than 90 days.

With the addition of Brazil and
Germany, Macau has increased

the number of countries eligib-
le for automated passages to six,
following Australia, South Korea,
Portugal, and Singapore.

The PSP added that it will con-
tinue working to simplify border
procedures and expand these ser-
vices to more travelers.

According to official statistics
from 2024, 20,173 German and
9,658 Brazilian visitors traveled to
Macau.

LISTOF LOCATIONS TO REGISTER PASSPORTS o

COURTS

TSI denies apFeaIdin
raud’ case

'relationship

RENATO MARQUES

HE Court of Se-

cond Instance
(TSI) has dismissed a
defendant’s appeal in a
fraud case involving a
romantic relationship,
upholding the Court of
First Instance’s (TJB)
decision to sentence
the woman to three
years in prison.

According to a sta-
tement from the Office
of the President of the
Court of Final Appeal,
the woman began a
romantic relationship
with a man in 2019
through a social media
application.

At the time, she clai-
med to be single and
from a wealthy family
in Shenzhen that ow-
ned several properties,
including an apart-
ment in Taipa’s One
Grantai building.

Later that year, she
falsely told her part-
ner that she was preg-
nant with his child and

wanted to travel to the
United States to legali-
ze their marriage.

Using various excu-
ses and alleged tradi-
tions, she deceived the
man into giving her
large sums of money,
which she justified as a
“wedding gift.”

The man gave her a
total of MOP230,000,
but a few months la-
ter, she asked him for
another MOP120,000,
allegedly to transfer
ownership of her hou-
sing unit to his name.

She continued to

Place of Registration

Border Gate Immigration Post (Departures Wing Services)

Qingmao Checkpoint (3rd Floor Macau Departure Wing)

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge Immigration Checkpoint

(Hong Kong and Macau Departure Services)

Outer Harbour Maritime Terminal Immigration Post (Arrival Area)

Taipa Maritime Terminal Immigration Post (Arrival Area)

Airport Immigration Post (Arrival Hall)

Macao Port Checkpoint Area of the Hengqgin Border

Checkpoint (Arrival Hall - Visa Lounge)

PSP —Immigration Services Building at Pac On

Opening hours

Daily from 10a.m.to 7 p.m.

From9am.to5p.m.

(Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and

Public holidays)

request money under
different pretenses, in-
cluding an additional
MOP100,000, allege-
dly to support herself
during the pregnancy.

The repeated de-
mands prompted the
man to visit the Pro-
perty Registry Office,
where he discovered
that the apartment was
not registered in her
name.

Suspecting fraud, he
filed a police report.

During the inves-
tigation, the woman
admitted that all her

claims were fabrica-
ted, including her fa-
mily background, pro-
perty ownership, and
even the pregnancy.

Following the trial,
the TJB convicted her
of fraud involving a
considerable amount
and sentenced her to
three years in prison.

In her appeal to the
TSI, the defendant ac-
cused the court of mi-
sinterpreting the evi-
dence, claiming that
she had never hidden
the fact that she was
married and had chil-
dren. However, the
TJB refuted her claim
after analyzing excerp-
ts from her conversa-
tions and social media
posts.

She also argued that
there was no proof the
man had given her a
total of MOP350,000.

After reviewing bank
records and transfer
transactions, the court
found sufficient evi-
dence to support the
statements made by
the man and his mo-
ther regarding the pay-
ments. Conversation
records further valida-
ted their claims.

The TSI rejected her
appeal and upheld the
TJB’s sentence.

SUBSIDIES

GOV'T CONSIDERS MORE
SUPPORT FOR SMES

STAFF REPORTER

HE government is

exploring additio-
nal campaigns aimed at
boosting community nei-
ghborhoods, according
to the Economic and Te-
chnological Development
Bureau (DSEDT).

In a reply to lawmaker
Ella Lei, the bureau con-
firmed it is considering
implementing similar
initiatives to the citywide
consumption program to
further stimulate econo-
mic activity in these areas.

The response highligh-
ted that these new efforts
aim to attract more visi-
tors to community nei-
ghborhoods, which have
experienced slower-than-
-expected economic reco-
very.

During the 13-week

Consumption Grand Pri-
ze campaign, economic
benefits were observed in
over 22,000 stores, resul-
ting in MOP227 million in
direct economic benefits
and a total consumption
of approximately MOP1.1
billion.

In addition to the pro-
gram, the government
pointed to expanded
cultural events, such as
Lunar New Year celebra-
tions, in community nei-
ghborhoods as a way to
draw tourists.

Other cultural and
sports activities were also
emphasized as part of the
strategy to promote local
tourism. Furthermore, the
government noted that
three annual financial su-
pport programs for tou-
rism had helped approve
43 activities for 2025.
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GAMING

MGM credits record-breaking 2024 to

strong performance in Macau

STAFF REPORTER

GM Resorts has
announced that
total revenue for
2024 surpassed
USD16.16 billion, marking a
6.7% increase over the pre-
vious year and setting a new
all-time high for the company,
the operator confirmed in an
earnings call last week.

The standout performer in
2024 was MGM China, with re-
venue soaring 27.6% to reach
USD4.02 billion. This marks a
milestone, as it has now beco-
me the company’s second-lar-
gest revenue stream, behind
only the Las Vegas Strip divi-

sion.

“We are thrilled to report the
highest full-year consolidated
net revenues in MGM’s history,”
said CEO Bill Hornbuckle.

Four residents still detained
abroad in work fraud schemes

STAFF REPORTER

OUR of the five

victims of frau-
dulent work sche-
mes are still detai-
ned by authorities
in the regions whe-
re they were forced
to work and have
not yet returned to
Macau, according
to a statement from
the Office of the Se-
cretary for Security.

Between  Sep-
tember and De-

“This achievement was dri-
ven by a record-setting per-
formance from MGM China.
We're also optimistic about the
strong demand we're seeing in
early 2025, positioning us for
continued growth.”

“In Macau, we delivered
the highest full-year segmen-
t-adjusted EBITDA in MGM
China’s history,” Hornbuckle
said. “We continue to outper-
form in the market, thanks to
the exceptional efforts of our
team.”

The company also highli-
ghted the success of initiati-
ves designed to boost non-
-gaming revenues, including
Macau 2049, its inaugural re-
sidency show at MGM Cotai,
and the Poly Art Museum at
MGM Macau, which saw over
10,000 attendees in a single
day during the Chinese New

Year.

Kenneth Feng, president
and executive director of
MGM China also noted that
both MGM China’s properties
saw a remarkable 18% increa-
se in traffic compared to the
2024 Chinese New Year.

He also highlighted the
strength in gaming volumes
during the holiday period,
with both properties main-
taining a strong market share
in the mid-teens.

“We had a solid Chinese
New Year,” Feng said. “Both
properties recorded strong
traffic, with gaming volume
surpassing last year’s figures.
We also saw a longer tail to
the Chinese New Year, with a
higher percentage of players
arriving after the holiday pe-
riod, which is a notable chan-
ge from 2024.”

SAM HOU FAI MEETS HONG KONG
CE TO DISCUSS GBA COOPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

VICTORIA CHAN

ACAU Chief Executive Sam Hou

cember of 2024,
five locals were
coerced into
working in fraud
centers after being
lured by false job
offers  promising
high salaries and
minimal qualifica-
tion requirements.

Among the five
victims, most were
young people who
are either unem-
ployed or lack stab-
le jobs, with one of
them being a stu-
dent.

According to the
police, some indi-
viduals were aware

that their prospec-
tive work might be
illegal but chose to
overlook the risks
in pursuit of easy
profits, ultimately
falling prey to ki-
dnappers or being
detained in foreign
countries.

In January, the
Judiciary Police
(P]) intervened to
prevent a resident
from accepting a
fraudulent job of-
fer abroad.

Wong Sio Chak,
Secretary for Se-

curity, said that it is
common for these
criminal organiza-
tions to cover vic-
tims’ travel expen-
ses to build trust.
Therefore, the
Secretary =~ warns
that any job offer
abroad promising
high salaries with
few requirements
is likely a scam.
Additionally,
Wong emphasized
that the issue gai-
ned more attention
after Thai police
announced the res-

cue of Chinese ac-
tor Wang Xing last
month.

After being ki-
dnapped, the ac-
tor was taken to
Myanmar, where
he, like many other
Chinese nationals,
was coerced into
working in a fraud
operation.

Thai authori-
ties reported on
Saturday that they
had apprehended
10 Chinese indivi-
duals connected to
this case.

Fai recently met with Hong Kong
Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu at Go-
vernment House to discuss enhancing
industrial cooperation across various
sectors, including technology, finance,
and culture.

During their meeting, Sam and Lee ex-
changed views on a wide range of topics,
including science and technology inno-
vation, finance, traditional Chinese me-
dicine, tourism, culture and sports, MICE
(meetings, incentives, conferences, and
exhibitions), and commerce.

Sam expressed gratitude for Hong
Kong's ongoing support of Macau’s de-
velopment, noting that the “one country,
two systems” principle provides both
Special Administrative Regions (SARs)
with significant institutional advantages.

He emphasized that, despite their di-
fferent development orientations and
focuses, Hong Kong and Macau strongly

complement each other. Enhancing coo-
peration, Sam said, would lead to greater
development for both regions.

The two officials also discussed the
continuous advancement of judicial as-
sistance between the two SARs. Before
the meeting, Sam and his delegation vi-
sited the Hong Kong Science Park and
the Hong Kong Palace Museum to gain a
better understanding of Hong Kong's in-
novation and technology development,
as well as its cultural and heritage coope-
ration with the mainland.

Sam stated that Macau is accelerating
efforts to promote appropriate econo-
mic diversification, with a focus on the
traditional Chinese medicine and “Big
Health” industries, as well as high-tech
industries.

He expressed hope that further inte-
gration within the Greater Bay Area wou-
1d enable Hong Kong and Macau to con-
tinue deepening cooperation in related
industries and the cultural field, thereby
promoting joint development.



o
=
o
T
a B
o
<

page 6
CHINA =+H

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
17.02.2025 mon

HONG KONG

Gov't plans to ban substandar
tiny apartments. Low-income
families fear higher rents

KANIS LEUNG, HONG KONG

IMMY Au’s world shrinks to
about the size of a parking
space whenever she gets
home.

Her cramped Hong Kong
home is one of four units carved
out of what was once a single
apartment. Most of the space is
occupied by the bunk bed she
shares with her husband and
son, and their sleep is often dis-
rupted by neighbors returning
late or heading out early. Au’s
son often gets bruises bumping
into things. Privacy is limited,
with only a curtain separating
the bathroom from the kitchen.

But what troubles Au most
about her home is that she mi-
ght lose it. Hong Kong’s govern-
ment is planning to crack down
on what it calls inadequate hou-
sing in subdivided apartments,
mandating a minimum size and
other baseline standards for ho-
mes like Au’s.

A public consultation period
ended last Monday, and the go-
vernment is aiming to pass the
rules into law this year.

The proposed rules leave
many low-income residents like
Au uncertain about their future
in one of the world’s most ex-
pensive housing markets.

Au, a homemaker who moved
from mainland China nine years
ago, said her family pays about

$460 a month in rent, about
half of the income her husband
makes from irregular renovation
jobs.

“I'm afraid the rent will get so
high we can’t afford it,” Au said,
sitting on the bed’s lower bunk,
surrounded by clothes, a fan
and plastic storage drawers.

Housing is a sensitive issue in
Hong Kong, one of the world’s
least affordable cities.

Some 7.5 million people live
in a small territory that’s mostly
made up of steep slopes. Just 7%,
or 80 square kilometers,
of the city’s total land is
residential. The average
price of an apartment of
less than 40 square me-
ters last December ran-
ged from about $13,800
to $16,800 per square
meter, depending on the
district.

Beijing, which sees
the city’s housing problems as
a driver of the 2019 anti-gover-
nment protests, wants the city
to phase out subdivided units
by 2049. The government is also
boosting the public housing su-
pply, aiming to provide 189,000
flats over the next five years.

But some 220,000 people rely
on subdivided units, including
migrants, workers, students and
young professionals.

Most subdivided homes are
not far from the standards, the

government said, but an estima-
ted 33,000 units would need ma-
jor renovations to meet them.

The proposed rules would
mandate a minimum size of at
least eight square meters (86
square feet), a bar the gover-
nment says it meant to leave
room for low-priced housing.
Every unit will also need to have
a window, a toilet exclusively for
the occupants’ use, and a door
to separate the toilet from other
parts of the home, among other
criteria.

The average waiting
time for a public flat is
five and a half years,
but it can take even

longer than that.

Landlords will have a grace
period to renovate. After that,
violations could lead to up to
three years’ imprisonment and a
maximum fine of about $38,500.

Security guard Fafa Ching has
lived in multiple subdivided fla-
ts for over a decade. Her current
unit costs about $490 per month
and lacks even a bathroom sink,
forcing her to collect water from
the showerhead with a basin to
wash her face. Her home will
need renovation to meet propo-

sed requirements for fire safety
and separate electricity and wa-
ter meters.

Ching worries that upgraded
homes will be too expensive for
her.

The government has said if
necessary, it will offer assistance
such as helping affected tenan-
ts to find other private accom-
modation or directly providing
temporary shelter. A top official
told the city’s public broadcas-
ter that transitional housing
apartments are ready and assu-
red that large-scale en-
forcement will happen
only when proper rese-
ttlement arrangements
are available.

Chan Siu-ming, a
professor at the City
University of Hong
Kong’s social and beha-
vioral sciences depart-
ment, welcomed the
government’s taking steps to set
minimum standards, but said
its resettlement plans are inade-
quate.

Chan said the impact could
be wider than officials expect,
and the city’s supply of public
and transitional housing may
not meet needs. Low-income
residents may also need help
shouldering the cost of moving
house, he said.

As of last September, the ave-
rage waiting time for a public

flat is five and a half years, but it
can take even longer than that.
Ching said she’s waited for eight
years.

In an emailed response to
questions from The Associated
Press, the government said it
does not expect significant sur-
ges in rent as demand will drop
with the increasing public hou-
sing supply. It reiterated that the
rules will be implemented gra-
dually to avoid causing panic.

Chan added that some single
people may be forced into even
smaller dormitory-like “bed
spaces,” which are not covered
by the proposed rules. Bed spa-
ces are widely considered to be
Hong Kong’s worst form of hou-
sing — partitioned areas in whi-
ch residents get barely enough
space to fit a single bed and
some belongings. They are cur-
rently regulated under another
law, the government said.

Sze Lai-shan, the deputy di-
rector of the Society for Com-
munity Organization, a non-
-government organization, said
some people have already been
asked to move out of subdivided
homes as landlords anticipate
the policy.

She suggested the govern-
ment start registering substan-
dard flats before the legislation
comes into force to assess the
residents’ needs and consider
expanding the eligibility for
transitional housing. She also
hoped the policy would even-
tually cover those living in tiny
bed spaces.

“It’s difficult to explain to
people that Hong Kong has two
sets of housing standards,” she
said.

In Sham Shui Po, one of the
city’s poorest districts, bed spa-
ce resident Law Chung Yu said
he doubts that landlords will be
able to comply with the rules.

Law, who can’t work due to a
health problem and rents one
layer of a bunk bed, pays arou-
nd $280 in monthly rent for the
bed space, about 30% of what
he gets from the government
subsidies he lives on. He sha-
res a bathroom with neighbors
in an apartment infested by
lice.

“It's basically an armchair
strategy, [ don’t see it having
much impact in reality,” he said.

Au’s never measured her unit,
and isn’t sure if her unit mee-
ts the minimum size. But with
her neighboring units falling
short of the minimum size
requirement, she knows her
home would probably be gone
too. She hopes the government
will help resettle affected hou-
seholds into places that cost the
same as their current rent.

Her landlord hasn’t discussed
the issue with her yet. For now,
all she can do is wait.

“I'm taking it day by day. It'd
be worse if I think about it so
much I develop mental pro-
blems,” she said. MDT/AP
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AUSTRALIA-PHILIPPINES

Police help would-be victims avoid online

love scams on Val

USTRALIAN and Phi-

lippine  authorities

took steps on Valen-

tine’s Day to help
would-be victims avoid hurting
their “hearts and bank accoun-
ts” in online love scams.

The Australian Federal Po-
lice, with the help of Filipino
authorities, on Friday publici-
zed online dialogues used by
an online love scam syndicate,
which had been dismantled in
the Philippines, to help foster
vigilance.

“The Australian Federal Po-
lice is flipping the script on
romance scammers this Valen-
tine’s Day by revealing real-li-
fe dialogue used to target the
bank accounts — and hearts
— of thousands of potential
victims online,” a joint state-
ment by the Australian police,
the Philippine Anti-Organized
Crime Commission and other
law enforcement agencies said.

Philippine authorities raided
the syndicate’s hideout near
Manila in October, arrested
more than 250 mostly Chinese
suspected members and seized
computers and other gadgets
used in the online fraud.

After an investigation, Aus-
tralian and Philippine police
found the syndicate had at-
tempted to victimize about
5,000 people in Australia alo-
ne. They were trying to check if
those Australians have already

KOREAS TENSIONS

AP PHOTO

entine’s Day

l

Kathleen Oehlers of the Australian Federal Police talks during a press conference in Manila, Philippines, Friday

been defrauded, Australian Fe-
deral Police officer Kathleen
Oehlers said in a news confe-
rence in Manila with Philippine
anti-crime officials.

About $15 million have
been lost to such online love
scams from victims in Austra-
lia last year alone, according to
Oehlers.

Under the scheme, the sus-
pects would hunt for potential
victims, mostly fully employed

males, in online dating apps
and then use romantic dialo-
gues to develop a whirlwind
romance online. A victim wou-
Id later be encouraged by a
scammer under cover of a fake
picture and identity to invest in
cryptocurrency, initially with
relatively small amounts, befo-
re shifting the funds to the syn-
dicate’s account, Oehlers said.
Philippine Undersecretary
Gilbert Cruz, who heads the

Presidential ~ Anti-Organized
Crime Commission, said that
aside from publicizing the dia-
logues used by the syndicate to
lure and defraud victims, the
Australian police also provided
crucial tips online. They inclu-
ded being wary of red flags like
“overly affectionate behavior,”
he said.

Philippine authorities would
take similar steps to foster vigi-
lance, Cruz said.

Seoul says North Korea is destroying facility

“The scammer would por-
tray a kind-hearted Filipino
woman living in Australia or
a local female resident in the
Philippines, heartbroken by
an ex-fiance who wanted my
money, not my love,”” the sta-
tement said.

“I'm sorry if our first day of
chat is very emotional. By the
way, how’s your business?” ac-
cording to one of the scripts
used by the syndicate to shift
the topic to cryptocurrency in-
vestment.

Last year, Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. or-
dered the closure of the mostly
Chinese-run online gaming
operations up to the end of
2024, accusing them of ven-
turing into crimes, including
financial scams, human traf-
ficking, torture, kidnappings
and murder.

The Chinese-run online
gambling outfits were estima-
ted to number more than 400
across the Philippines and em-
ploy hundreds of thousands of
Chinese and Southeast Asian
nationals.

The ban forced many re-
maining syndicates to break
into smaller outfits in the Phili-
ppines and diversify their ope-
rations into an array of online
love, cryptocurrency and in-
vestment scams, the Philippine
anti-organized crime commis-
sion said. MDT/AP

reunion center is an act
against humanity that
crushes the yearning of
separated families, as well
as a grave infringement of
our state-owned property,”
the ministry said in a state-

that hosted reunions of war-separated families

KIM TONG-HYUNG,
SEOUL

ORTH Korea is de-

molishing a South
Korea-built property that
had been used to host reu-
nions of families separated
during the 1950-53 Korean
War, the South’s govern-
ment said Thursday, as
it continues to eliminate
symbols of engagement
between the war-divided
rivals.

Relations between the
Koreas are at their worst
in years, with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un
continuing to flaunt his ex-
panding nuclear weapons

AP PHOTO

The reunion center is located at he Diamond Mountain, North Korea

program and declaring to
abandon long-standing
goals of inter-Korean re-
conciliation, while descri-
bing the South as a perma-
nent enemy.

The 12-story building
at the North’s scenic Dia-

mond Mountain resort,
which has 206 rooms and
banquet facilities for hos-
ting meetings, had been
used for family reunions
since 2009. The Koreas last
held a family reunion in
2018, after Kim initiated

diplomacy with Seoul and
Washington in an effort to
leverage his nuclear pro-
gram for economic bene-
fits.

Negotiations derailed in
2019 after a failed summit
between Kim and U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, who
was serving his first term,
when the Americans rejec-
ted North Korea’s demands
for a major release of U.S.-
-led economic sanctions in
exchange for a partial sur-
render of its nuclear capa-
bilities.

The North has since
suspended virtually all di-
plomatic activity with the
South and ignored U.S. re-

quests to resume talks whi-
le accelerating the develo-
pment of nuclear weapons
and missiles.

Seoul’s Unification Mi-
nistry, which handles in-
ter-Korean affairs, said it
had confirmed that North
Korea was demolishing the
building, named the Reu-
nion Center for the Sepa-
rated Families, and urged
the North to suspend the
destruction.

The North had previou-
sly removed a South Ko-
rea-built hotel, golf course
and other tourist facilities
from the Diamond Moun-
tain resort.

“Demolishing the

ment.

The ministry said the
South’s government will
consider “necessary”
countermeasures, inclu-
ding legal action and in-
ternational pressure, but
it isn't clear whether Seoul
has any effective options.

In 2023, South Korea
filed a 44.7 billion won
($30 million) damage suit
against North Korea for
blowing up a joint liaison
office just north of their
border in 2020.

The lawsuit was seen as
symbolic as there’s no clear
way for South Korea to for-
ce North Korea to pay if it is
found liable for damages.
MDT/AP
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Trump wants
enuclearization talks with
Russia and China, hopes for

efense spending cuts

ZEKE MILLER & MICHELLE
L. PRICE, WASHINGTON

RESIDENT Do-

nald Trump said

late last week that

he wants to restart
nuclear arms control talks
with Russia and China and
that eventually he hopes all
three countries could agree
to cut their massive defense
budgets in half.

Speaking to reporters in
the Oval Office, Trump la-
mented the hundreds of
billions of dollars being
invested in rebuilding the
nation’s nuclear deterrent
and said he hopes to gain
commitments from the U.S.
adversaries to cut their own
spending.

“There’s no reason for us
to be building brand new
nuclear weapons, we alrea-
dy have so many,” Trump
said. “You could destroy the
world 50 times over, 100 ti-
mes over. And here we are
building new nuclear wea-
pons, and they’re building
nuclear weapons.”

“We're all spending a lot

TECH

AP PHOTO

of money that we could be
spending on other things
that are actually, hopefully
much more productive,”
Trump said.

While the U.S. and Rus-
sia hold massive stockpiles
of weapons since the Cold
War, Trump predicted that
China would catch up in
their capability to exact nu-
clear devastation “within
five or six years.”

He said if the weapons
were ever called to use,
“that’s going to be probably

oblivion.”

Trump said he would
look to engage in nuclear
talks with the two countries
once “we straighten it all
out” in the Middle East and
Ukraine.

“One of the first meetings
I want to have is with Presi-
dent Xi of China, President
Putin of Russia. And I want
to say, ‘let’s cut our military
budget in half.” And we can
do that. And I think we’ll be
able to.”

Trump in his first term

TikTok returns to Apple and
Google app stores in the US

ZEN SOO,
HONG KONG

AP PHOTO

themselves “TikTok refu-

gees.”

tried and failed to bring
China into nuclear arms re-
duction talks when the U.S.
and Russia were negotia-
ting an extension of a pact
known as New START.

Russia suspended its
participation in the treaty
during the Biden adminis-
tration, as the U.S. and Rus-
sia continued on massive
programs to extend the life-
-spans or replace their Cold
War-era nuclear arsenals.

China has rebuffed past
American efforts to draw
it into nuclear arms talks,
saying the U.S. and Russia
first need to reduce their
much larger arsenals. A go-
vernment official reiterated
that position on Friday.

“The U.S. and Russia
should ... significantly and
substantially reduce their
nuclear arsenals and crea-
te the necessary conditions
for other nuclear-armed
states to join the nuclear
disarmament process,”
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Guo Jiakun said at
a daily briefing in Beijing.
MDT/AP

allegations that it has
shared U.S. user data at
the behest of the Chinese
government, and argued
that the law requiring it
to be divested or banned
violates the First Amend-
ment rights of its Ameri-
can users.

During Trump’s first
term in office, he suppor-

KTOK has returned

to the app stores of
Apple and Google in the
U.S,, after President Do-
nald Trump delayed the
enforcement of a TikTok
ban.

TikTok, which is ope-
rated by Chinese tech-
nology firm ByteDance,
was removed from Apple
and Google’s app stores
on Jan. 18 to comply with
a law that requires Byte-
Dance to divest the app
or be banned in the U.S.

A Google spokesper-
son declined to com-
ment on the company’s

move on Friday. Apple
did not immediately res-
pond to an email seeking
comment.

The popular social
media app, which has
over 170 million Ame-
rican users, previously
suspended its services
in the U.S. for less than a

day before restoring ser-
vice following assurances
from Trump that he wou-
1d postpone banning the
app. The TikTok servi-
ce suspension briefly
prompted thousands of
users to migrate to Re-
dNote, a Chinese social
media app, while calling

The TikTok app beca-
me available to down-
load again in the U.S.
Apple App store and
Google Play store af-
ter nearly a month. On
Trump’s first day in office,
he signed an executive
order to extend the en-
forcement of a ban on
TikTok to April 5.

TikTok has long faced
troubles in the U.S., with
the U.S. government clai-
ming that its Chinese ow-
nership and access to the
data of millions of Ameri-
cans makes it a national
security risk.

TikTok has denied

ted banning TikTok but
later changed his mind,
claiming that he had a
“warm spot” for the app.
TikTok CEO Shou Chew
was among the atten-
dees at Trump’s inaugu-
ration ceremony.

Trump has sugges-
ted that TikTok could be
jointly owned, with half
of its ownership being
American. Potential
buyers include real estate
mogul Frank McCourt,
Shark Tank investor Ke-
vin O’Leary and popular
YouTuber Jimmy Do-
naldson, also known as
MrBeast. MDT/AP
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this day in hlStOﬂ@
1959 TURKISH LEADER
INVOLVED IN FATAL CRASH

o ]

Turkish Prime Minister Adnan Menderes
has survived an air crash near London that
killed 12 people.

Mr Menderes was on his way to the British
capital for talks on Cyprus with the British,
Greek and Cypriot premiers when his Vis-
count jet crashed in Jordan's Wood, near
Newdigate in Surrey.

Only 10 of the 22 passengers and crew
on board the Turkish Government aircraft
survived and two were critically injured.

An official from the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tionsaiditwas theworstcrashhe hadseen.

Turkish press secretary Sefik Penmen
told an impromptu conference at London
Clinic: "The Prime Minister's condition is
guite satisfactory and a bulletin will be is-
sued at 1000 tomorrow. He is feeling quite
alright, though he is very sorry about what
has happened to his friends.”

The plane - from Istanbul - was diverted
from Gatwick Airport because of fog and
was due to arrive at London Airportat 1600
GMT when it went missing off the radar.

Local resident Margaret Bailey, a trained
nurse, was one of the first on the scene -
three miles along the flight path from Ga-
twick - shortly after 1700 GMT.

At about that time the plane carrying
Greek Prime Minister Constantin Kara-
manlis landed at Gatwick without incident.

The Turkish jet lost its wings and had its
engines torn off as it ploughed 300 yards
through the wood and landed upside down
with trees embedded in the mangled fuse-
lage and burst into flames.

Three divisions from Surrey Fire Brigade
put out the resulting fires although their
efforts were hampered by thick fog.

After receiving first aid at Mrs Bailey's
farmhouse, 200 yards away, Mr Menderes
was taken to hospital in London 90 minu-
tes later.

Other casualties are being treated at
hospitals in East Grinstead, Redhill and
Dorking.

The Queen and Archbishop Makarios of
Cyprus have sent messages of sympathy.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The Cyprus talks for the next day were can-
celled.

The Turkish Embassy released a statement
to say they did not think there were any
suspicious circumstances surrounding the
crash.

From his hospital bed, two days later, Mr
Menderes initialled a new Cyprus peace
agreement made between the Greek, Brit-
ish and Cypriot leaders.

He visited the site of the crash on 25 Feb-
ruary and offered the families who had res-
cued him complementary holidays in Turkey.
When the prime minister returned home
the next day he received a rapturous wel-
come from 10,000 Turkish people.
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YOUR STARS

O ARIES
Mar. 21-Apr. 19

If youre currently flying solo,
reinforce yourself with positive
thoughts.  Please don’t force
yourself to be active, trusting your
body and mind when they say it’s
time to rest.

g@‘ ig GEMINI
May. 21-Jun. 21
Capture brilliance by taking a
moment to document any fresh ideas
that swirl in your psyche. Creative
expression will be particularly

appealing, so try to choose activities
that celebrate your natural genius.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

If your surroundings start to switl,

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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@ CANCER

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your intuition and nurturing heart
strengthen  under these  cosmic
conditions. Just be mindful of who

you go above and beyond for and
avoid sacrificing yourself to meet the

needs of another. su DOK“ WEATH ER

O VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
Aug. 23-Sep. 22 EASY EASY+

Consider how you can show others
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take it as a sign to pull back and  just how much you appreciate them Beijing -1 6 fine
listen only to the voice within. Reach  without putting much strain on your 29 8 7 9 1 Changchun -13 -6 fine
outside of yourself to find healing,  finances. Try to completely unplug, 4 1 5 2 )
tapping into your intuition and divine  especially if reaching for your phone L g4 Chengdu 7 15 rain
connection to cultivate inner peace. has become more compulsive. ] 9 1 [ g 2 Chongging ] 13 cloudy
9 B 415 1 8 1|2
LIBRA SCORPIO Fuzhou 1w Ui
7 116 7 1 o Guangzhou 15 25 cloudy
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23-Nov. 21 ! 517 3 4 v 6 1 Guiyang 3 6 overcast
How you handle conflict and Embrace stilness once you've 4 3 1 5 8 B Haikou 18 25 cloudy
challenges comes into focus. Take  awakened, making it a pomt to 1 4 0 3 1 34 5 )
accountability, and  responsibly  choose better ways of thinking and Hangzhou 5 8 rain
approach any damage control you  acting Remember that it’s okay to 1 7 5 3 g 5 7 1 . B _
must undertake. Do something  change directions when chasing Harbin 18 10 snow
enjoyable that’s just for you. dreams. Hefei 2 8 overcast
Nanjin 2 9 overcast
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN e
D@o MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 5 9 overcast
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 3 2 4 32 3 Taipe 13 18 rain
Don’t hesitate to spearhead plans  Relationships could feel particularly : Wuhan 2 9 rain
that involve your vast network of  strained if you don’t show others 7 8 1 5 1
friends. Conflict could brew, and ~ compassion and grace, so try to 5 1 g Hong Hong 18 21 sunny
it may be best to keep a more understand where loved ones are =
intimate circle. coming from. G 7 3 4 2
6 5
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 6 5 7 3 Moscow -12 -9 snow
L 7 3 7 6 35
- - Frankfurt -5 3 sunn
2 Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 I o |6 5 ) . X Y
Your unique point of view A sense of give and take will be 4 1 2 Paris B 6 Sy
will have the power to inspire  prevalent, especially when it London 1 4 cloudy
and spread joy, so be sure to comes to those you cohabitate
express yourself loudly and  with. So, if a loved one is kind New York =7 1 cloudy
with pride. Reminder to tie up  enough to cook your breakfast, be
loose ends. sure to take care of the dishes!
1- Tuneful Horne; 5- Swedish import; 9- General on Chinese menus; 1 F] 1 3 i r 7 7 TR g
12- Elemental unit; 13- Championship; 15- Siamese sound; 16- Extinct bird; S
17- Knight wear; 18- Enthusiasm; 19- Catch; 21- Seesaws; 23- Teri of "Tootsie"; F] L] 1 2
24- Bee follower; 25- Soggy and reedy; 28- Free; 33- Les ___-Unis; 34- Whine % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
and whimper; 35- Ceremonial act; 36- It's not PC; 37- Penalized; 38- Chat room  |** W 1 2 .
chuckle; 39- Mine finds; 41- Humerus neighbor; 42- Designer Simpson; 44- 9] Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ Report 2822 0088
Sororal; 46- Closer; 47- West end?; 48- Ethereal; 49- Ore; 53- Stone relic; 57-  |™ = s g )
Somewhat; 58- Gave a hoot; 60- Presidential battleground state; 61- Not that; - s (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
62- ___nous; 63- Bar ___; 64- Sun. delivery; 65- Six feet under; 66- Transcript - | .
figs.; / — - - g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
BE g |4 2
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1- Stow, as cargo; 2- School on the Thames; 3- Agrees tacitly; 4- |7 M Y g 28573333 28716 081
Surrounded by; 5- Like some nights; 6- Broadcaster; 7- Banking convenience; ~
8- Ink spot; 9- Prefix with conference; 10- = = §_ Customs 28 559 944
Go sky-high; 11- Possesses; 14- Put up; ° .
15- Shooting star; 20- Contented sighs; ] C i a7 |4 S S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
22- Long fish; 25- Office notes; 26- Pong 1 2
maker; 27- Speed contests; 28- Nice [ 1 +- g - - - 8 28 371333
days, usually; 29- Zeno of ___; 30- Former L. )
Houston footballer; 31- Ripped off: 32- “ - Commission Against
Sniggler; 34- Tablet; 37- Kiln; 40- Spirited | Y3 - . . .
horses; 42- Dynamic introduction?; [s] nlilnig - i Con'uptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
43- From dawn to dusk; 45- Slip up; 46- R ciTiO 1 =
Required; 48- End of ___; 49- Wrestling LELALT ‘-‘ 28 387 333
surfaces; 50- Spillane's ___ Jury; 51- Neet Lot 5] i
rival; 52- Ground; 54- Breakfast chain, for ; ! TR Tourism 28 333 000
short; 55- lke's ex; 56- Weed whackers; elslrigle -
59- Road with a no.; i .5.1::- 59 888 88
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4 MacauDaily mrisaes s

page 10 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
ADVERTISEMENT =% 17.02.2025 mon

info@jmlproperty.com jmlmacau jmlprnperty

=
i
)

*

SAnce
1954

—

A A
-JL’.’JL-?I
NARNARIAOR
-JL-{%=}
b

O\

VA
P
b

o
\ AL
b,
AJAATAATLA

e,
A

=

|
I“k--—. .--—-'-l- ¥

Va'lik
N

NamEDond (Old Talpa) s Manhattan F Unit (Taipa)
395%ed 24bath M ‘

49bed 2 bath
PP 1,404 TUGELEDL0ES €5 111.76 m S/ eposmREEIENCD 10,800,000
N : TSIy ——

Hellene Garden (COl0ENe] Chun Leong (Taipa)
2 bed 1 bath

3 bath & 1BEATYEETE
2/ 2,07 382 T HKD 75007000 8. 28 ' m2/ 735 ftul HED 4,700,000

BUY & RENT!
—l MACAU & HK

_. www.jmlproperty.com

|
| |
| www.ariapropertyltd.com
e

|
I For more. Information on advertlsing laws, plaase speak to one
of our representalives

| 1 II0AR 5 B o 7 R L A e R
¢ f

2/ 796 ft?| HKD 6,980,000

oy R L Juliet Risdon v By Windy Lam
Ca” us: or-more information:on aduartising laws Ko (853) 6680 9804 (853) 6881 1007

(853) 2835 2699 vlease speak 1o one of pur representat o lﬂfmuﬂﬁ“ . . _:.Hm}mﬂg.‘l.'-.ﬁ Tl

AVENIDA DA PRAIA GRANDE NO.599, EDF. COMERCIAL RODRIGUES, 12 ANDAR C, MACAU B M B A E WS99t fl Sl m e A W28 & License: MI-10001398-6




T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo page 11
mon 17.02.2025 2z SPORTS

|
BASKETBALL Green and Moody lost to the

Wembanyama thought he had a
time-saving idea; the NBA DQ'ed
him and Chris Paul anyway

TIM REYNOLDS,
SAN FRANCISCO

CTOR Wembanyama
and Chris Paul made
history on All-Star Sa-
turday night.

The wrong type of history, that
is.

The San Antonio teammates
were disqualified from the Skills
Challenge on All-Star Saturday
night because their shot attemp-
ts during the event were not “va-
lid,” as the rules required. And
afterward, all everyone wanted
to know was who came up with
the plan.

“I did,” Wembanyama said.
“I don’t regret it. I think it was a
good idea.”

The challenge included bou-
nce passes, chest passes, shots
from three different locations on
the floor and dribbling. On the
shots — from the corner over an

AP PHOTO
—

automated defender, near the
top of the arc and at the elbow —
players had to either make one
or shoot three, whichever came
first.

Wembanyama read the rules
and determined that if he and
Paul simply flipped the three

shots from each location forward
they would save a lot of time.
And they did. Their time in
the first round was 47.9 seconds,
easily the best. It just didn’t
count after the NBA evidently
thought their effort wasn't in the
spirit of taking “valid” shots, like

the rules state.

“We had the best time,” Wem-
banyama said. “Numbers speak
for themselves.”

It was a most unconventional
approach, but Wembanyama
didn’t surprise other competi-
tors with his plan. Golden Sta-
te’s Draymond Green, who pai-
red up with Warriors teammate
Moses Moody in the event, said
Wembanyama asked people be-
forehand if his plan was accep-
table.

“It definitely sucked to see
them throwing the ball like that,”
Green said. “But what I will say is
Wemby walked around the court
asking everybody, ‘Make one or
three attempts?’ And Wemby
said, ‘Oh, so I can get all three
of them up there?’ So, he asked.
Now, he may not have asked the
right people. But I will say, in
Wemby’s defense, he did ask a lot
of people.”

Cleveland duo of Donovan Mi-
tchell and Evan Mobley in the
final of the skills event. Mitchell
reacted by waving two-thum-
bs-down when Paul and Wem-
banyama finished, as some in
the crowd booed.

“If they weren't disqualified,
I think we probably would have
just did the same thing, to be
honest with you,” Mitchell said.
“Play to win, I guess.”

Mobley indicated that he had
similar thinking as Wembanya-
ma.

“I feel like my first round I
tried to do a similar thing but
made it look like a real shot,”
Mobley said. “But that didnt
work really well, so I switched up
my strategy.”

Paul also said Wembanyama
asked about the strategy befo-
rehand. He said he had a good
time nonetheless.

“We tried something that we
thought could win,” Paul said.
“To see if we had the best time,
so ... it was fun.”

Green said Paul warmed up
taking conventional shots, pre-
sumably before Wembanyama
— a second-year player and the
league’s reigning rookie of the
year, who'll play in his first All-S-
tar Game on Sunday — presen-
ted his time-saving plan.

“The old man followed the
rookie,” Green said, “right off the
clift” MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

o oMo L.

Generaiﬁurgﬁy * [Or. Fok Mansan, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
Dr. Nie Fu Zhang, Dr, U Chong San

Dr. Lel Chin Choang
Breast Surgery : [r Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery @ Ur, Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiclogy 3 Cr. Jin Chun, Dr. Lecng Man Kin

General Medicine

Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey
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Ayoung man from an isolated Indigenous tribe who approached
a riverine community in Brazil’s Amazon returned voluntarily to
his people less than 24 hours later, Brazilian authorities said.

The encounter occurred around 7 p.m. local time last Wednes-
day in Bela Rosa, a community along the Purus River in the sou-
thwestern Amazon. Footage obtained by The Associated Press
shows him barefoot and wearing a small loincloth, seemingly
calm and in good health as he carried two logs.

Locals believe the man was asking for fire. Smartphone video of

the encounter showed one resident trying unsuccessfully to show
the man how to use a lighter. Officials from Brazil’s Indigenous
affairs agency, Funai, arrived soon after and took him to a nearby

facility.

Funai said in a statement Friday that the young man returned to
the forest on Thursday afternoon. It added that a team of health
professionals was sent to assess if the young man had been ex-
posed to any disease to which isolated Indigenous tribes have no

immunity.

Al NEEDS GLOBAL
CONSENSUS ON ITS
GOVERNANCE

As artificial intelligence breakthroughs in the form of
chatbots such as ChatGPT and, more recently, Deep-
Seek continue pushing the boundaries of the technolo-
gy, the hopes and anxieties surrounding Al have grown
simultaneously.

How to harness the constructive potential of the nas-
cent sector for the benefit of humanity while exerting
effective control over the destructive ones has emerged
as anew global challenge.

Since the abusive deployment of Al technologies is
no longer a mere fearful trope of science fiction, the-
re is a pressing need for a global, intergovernmental
consensus on how to approach such technological
breakthroughs, which, handled properly, may bring
enormous social and economic benefits; or else wreak
immeasurable havoc.

With the increasingly obvious damaging potential of
Al technologies, a global consensus, rough as it may be
at this stage, is of critical importance to ensure the res-
ponsible use of Al and the charting of a safe course for
the thriving sector.

Itis therefore regrettable that the two-day Paris Al Ac-
tion Summit, which closed on Tuesday, failed to bring
on board two of the world’s key industry leaders to its
demonstration of that imperative solidarity.

The AT Action Statement, which identifies the priority
to ensure that “Al is open, inclusive, transparent, ethi-
cal, safe, secure and trustworthy, taking into account
international frameworks for all”, garnered 61 signato-
ries, but not those of the United States and the United
Kingdom.

The statement, which underscores the need for “the
protection of human rights, gender equality, linguistic
diversity, protection of consumers and of intellectual
property rights”, sets out the ambition to reduce digi-
tal divides by promoting Al accessibility, and ensuring
the development of Al is transparent, safe, secure and
trustworthy.

The US’ absence, in particular, from such a needed
consensus, reveals a deep divide among the world’s key
industry leaders that threatens the healthy progress of
the Al sector. Itis both the natural outgrowth of different
outlooks on Al and very possibly a dangerous driver of
bifurcation in Al development in terms of both techno-
logical advancement and utilization.

It was no surprise that US Vice-President JD Vance
should make clear that the US dislikes regulation, whi-
ch he said may strangle the emerging new industry gi-
ven the new administration’s stance.

It is also well within expectation that Washington
would take Al as a core dimension of its perceived
strategic competition with China. The computer chips
blockade that has run through both the Joe Biden and
Donald Trump presidencies is all about that. Instead of
inspiring fresh appreciation of the potential for bilate-
ral cooperation, the disruptive emergence of DeepSeek
from China seems to have triggered deeper fear of a
Chinese Al threat.

Seemingly oblivious to the irony of his remark, Vance
even warned US allies to not partner with “authorita-
rian regimes” that in his words are “weaponizing” AL

Despite his remarks about “pro-growth Al policies”
taking precedence over safety concerns, the US vice-
-president also made it sufficiently clear his govern-
ment is turning Al into a decisive battlefield in what
is broadly believed to be a new Cold War between the
world’s two largest economies.

China’s stance on Al governance is clear and consis-
tent. At the G20 Summit on Reform of the Institutions of
Global Governance, Chinese President Xi Jinping called
for stepping up international governance and coope-
ration on Al, to make sure that it is used for good and
for all, not a game of the rich countries and the wealthy.
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Hong Kong-born giant panda

twin cubs make their debut appearance to media in Ocean Park Eluring a

greeting ceremony in Hong Kong, Saturday

HONG KONG

RESIDENTS COMPETE TO
NAME TWIN PANDA CUBS
WHO JUST TURNED SIX
MONTHS OLD

KANIS LEUNG,
HONG KONG

ANDA craze has once

again gripped Hong
Kong as residents compe-
te to name the territory’s
first locally-born giant
panda cubs who just tur-
ned six months old.

The competition to
name the twin cubs, born
Aug. 15, launched Satur-
day following a celebra-
tory ceremony attended
by Hong Kong leader
John Lee and other offi-
cials at Ocean Park, the
theme park that houses
the twins, their paren-
ts and two other giant
pandas that arrived from
mainland China last year.

Residents can submit
their suggestions via the
park’s website.

Lee said the southern
Chinese city now has the
largest number of pan-
das in captivity outside
of mainland China, and
the cubs’ names would
be announced in the first

half of this year.

The pair, currently
identified as the “Elder
Sister” and the “Little

Brother,” will make their
public debut on Sunday
and meet visitors for five
hours daily. Those who
want to enjoy time with
the cubs outside regular

visiting hours, before the
park opens, can pay 1,500
Hong Kong dollars.

During a media pre-
view session on Saturday,
the male cub laid on a
swing playing with a tree
stick before a carer pla-
ced him on a slide. The
female cub explored the
enclosure before clim-
bing onto a tree.

The panda carers
said the female cub see-
med more active than
her male twin. She loves
climbing the tree inside
the enclosure and resting
there while her brother
likes to wander around
and play with the plants.
The male cub has been
marked with two purple
food-coloring spots on
its back to distinguish it
from his sister.

The birth of the baby
pandas last year made
their mother Ying Ying
the world’s oldest first-ti-
me panda mom.

Their popularity on
social media also raised
hopes for the city’s tou-
rism boost. Officials have
encouraged businesses
to capitalize on the pan-
da craze to seize oppor-
tunities in what some
lawmakers have dubbed
the “panda economy.”

Ocean Park’s chair-
man Paulo Pong told re-

porters on Saturday that
the park already saw in-
come increases over the
Christmas period and
Lunar New Year holiday,
alongside an uptake in
overseas tourists, after
the newly arrived pan-
das from mainland China
started to greet the pu-
blic.

“We're turning the
page and we believe the
pandas are definitely hel-
ping the income of the
park,” he said.

But caring for pandas
in captivity is expensi-
ve. Ocean Park recorded
a deficit of 71.6 million
Hong Kong dollars last fi-
nancial year, and in 2020
required a government
relief fund to stay afloat.
Observers are watching if
taking care of six pandas
will add to its burden or
give it a chance to revive
its business.

Pong said raising pan-
das was about animal
conservation and edu-
cation, instead of “just a
money exercise.”

Pandas are conside-
red China’s unofficial
national mascot. The
country’s giant panda
loan program with over-
seas zoos has long been
seen as a tool of Beijing’s
soft-power diplomacy.
MDT/AP
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Austria A 23-year-old
man stabbed six passersby
in southern Austria on
Saturday in what police
said was a random attack
thatlefta 14-year-old
dead and five others
injured. The suspect was
detained in the city of
Villach, where the attack
took place, police said. He
is a Syrian national with
legal residence in Austria,
they said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
says he directed

his ministers not
tosign offona
proposed agreement to
give the United States
access to Ukraine's
rare earth minerals
because the document
was too focused on U.S.
interests. Zelenskyy's
decision to reject a deal,
at least for now, was
described as "short-
sighted"” by a senior
White House official.

Mideast Israel and
Hamas completed

the sixth exchange of
hostages and Palestinian
prisoners on Saturday
with just over two

weeks remaining in their
fragile Gaza ceasefirers
initial phase, and U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio landed in Israel to
begin a Mideast tour.

Turkey's foreign minister
said Saturday his country
would reconsider its
military presence in
northeastern Syria if that
country's new leaders
eliminate a Kurdish militant
group designated as a
terrorist organization by
Turkey, the United States
and the European Union.



