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MACAU IDENTIFIES 31,000 ELDERLY

RESIDENTS LIVING ALONE OR IN TWO-PERSON

HOUSEHOLDS AS LAWMAKERS DEMAND
STRONGER SUPPORT AND SAFEGUARDS
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EIGHT FATAL ROAD ACCIDENTS
SURPASS LAST YEAR'S TOTAL,
PROMPTING PREVENTION CALLS

CHINA'S SINGLES® DAY SHOPPING FESTIVAL
STRUGGLES TO REVIVE CONSUMER SPENDING
DESPITE EXTENDED DISCOUNTS, Al
PROMOTIONS AND EXPORT GROWTH
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China-ASEAN Chinaand
ASEAN yesterday have
provisionally agreed on 80%
of aproposed South China
Sea code of conduct but
willmiss this year's deadline.
Negotiations will continue
next year, with disputes
remaining over geographic
coverage, terminology and
whether the agreement
should be legally binding.
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Indonesia A total of 120
lawmakers launched
proceedings yesterday that
could lead to Vice President
Gibran Rakabuming

Raka's impeachment over
disputed educational
credentials. Raka submitted
his resignation Tuesday, but
lawmakers continued their
challenge amid uncertainty
over whether President
Prabowo Subianto
accepted it.
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UAE Ru55|a and Ukraine
agreed yesterdaytoa
major prisoner exchange
during U.S.-mediated
negotiations in Abu Dhabi.
Officials said numbers
would be finalized Thursday.
The talks produced no
breakthrough toward ending
the war, although both sides
discussed humanitarian
issues and security
guarantees.
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Spain Millions of workers

staged Spain's first general
strikein 14 years yesterday,
protesting soaring housing
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industrial operations faced
major disruptions, while
demonstrations spread
across dozens of cities.
Unions and business groups
disputed participation levels.

More on backpage

SILVER |

Gov't seeks 300 restaurants to serve healt
shifting away from the earlier elderly cantee

BABY

MOP546
MILLION

Over 18,700
childcare
subsidy cases
approved as
lawmakers push
for permanent,
expanded family
support
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EDUCATION
TUTORING
CENTERS FACE
NEW PATRIOTISM
REQUIREMENTS

aP2
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IAM PUTS 22 JAO HON MARKET
STALLS UP FOR TENDER

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) is inviting
bids for 22 stalls at lao Hon Hawkers' Building
and Bairro lao Hon Market, with applications
openuntil 1 p.m.onDec. 10. 14 stalsarein
the building's apparel area and eightin the
market's hawker area. They are intended for
businesses selling food products, cultural and
creative goods or household items. Bids will
be assessed on business plans, operating
experience, merchandise diversity, opening
hours and payment convenience. IAM will hold
three briefing sessions fromNov. 17 to 19.
Details are available on the bureau's website.

GOV’'T EXPANDS AUTOMATED
IMMIGRATION CLEARANCE TO
SWISS, BELGIAN NATIONALS

Swiss and Belgian nationals will be eligible

to use Macau's traditional automated
immigration channels fromNov. 11, the
Public Security Police Force (PSP) said. The
expansion allows citizens of both countries
aged 18 or older toregisterin personwith
avalid passport. Minors aged 7 to 17 must
register with a parent or guardian and present
their birth certificate and relevant identification
documents. The move brings the number of
eligible nationalitiesto 11.

BEIJING’S TOP PROSECUTOR
MEETS MACAU COUNTERPART
TO DISCUSS LEGAL
COOPERATION

China's Prosecutor General Ying Yongmet
Macau Prosecutor General Tang Xiaofeng on
Nov. 10 during a visit to the SAR, discussing
closer cooperation between mainland
andlocal prosecution authorities and the
development of prosecutorial work. He
urgedthe office to strengthenjudicial
cooperation with other regions and make
greater use of Macau's role as a platform for
exchanges between China and Portuguese-
speaking countries. Tang outlined efforts to
improve internal operations, streamline case
procedures and strengthen professional
capabilities.

MPU, COIMBRA UNIVERSITY
DISCUSS JOINT CAMPUS
COOPERATION

Macao Polytechnic University (MPU) and
Portugal's University of Coimbra have
discussed expanding cooperationin
mechanical engineering, joint laboratory
development and student exchanges during
avisit by a Coimbra University delegation

to Macau. The visit followed anagreement
signedinthe presence of Chief Executive Sam
Hou Fai and Portugal's Minister of Education,
Science and Innovation Fernando Alexandre
to establish ajoint global campus in Henggin.
MPU president Im Sio Kei said the delegation's
return visit marked a move toward more
concrete cooperation, followingan MPU
delegation’s visit to Coimbrain September.
The Coimbra university expressedinterest
inexpanding collaborationin engineering,
research commercialization and international
talent development.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

REACHING OUT!

+27,000

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes 'ﬁ

AL PLENARY

YUKI LEI

PERATORS, shareholders

and instructors of private
continuing education centers
will be required to meet eligibility
criteria, including a commitment
to “patriotism and love for Ma-
cau,” under a bill passed in final
reading by the Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) on Tuesday.

The law, which takes effect on
June 1 next year, also bars anyo-
ne with convictions for drug tra-
fficking or sexual offenses from
working in the sector. Courses
attended by minors must end
by 10:30 p.m., and Education
and Youth Development Bureau
(DSED]J) inspectors will increase
inspections.

Secretary for Social Affairs and
Culture O Lam told the assem-
bly that more than 8,000 people
working at approximately 5,000
continuing education centers
and more than 2,000 tutoring

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

PRIVATE TUTORING CENTE.
LL PASSED WITH PATRIOTISM
cQUIREMENT FOR OPERA]

centers must submit four docu-
ments: a personal declaration, a
declaration of funding sources, a
criminal record certificate and a
health certificate. The first three
can be submitted electronically,
with the bureau coordinating
with the Health Bureau on dedi-
cated medical examination ar-
rangements.

The bill replaces legislation
governing private continuing
education centers that has been
in force for more than 30 years.

“\.-ﬁ.‘
A'L

It aims to improve licensing and
supervision, protect students’
well-being and introduce a one-
stop licensing process.

On staffing efficiency, O said
a mechanism will reduce appro-
val procedures, with submitted
information valid for two years,
during which staff can move free-
ly between continuing education
centers and tutoring centers.
New hires will receive a 30-day
temporary permit after sub-
mitting a personal declaration,
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criminal record certificate and
medical certificate, provided the
remaining documents are sub-
mitted within 30 days.

If a center director leaves, the
license holder may serve in the
position for up to 60 days while
recruiting a replacement. Asked
whether a license would be re-
voked if no replacement is fou-
nd, DSEDJ director Kong Chi
Meng said it would not, but fi-
nes ranging from MOP10,000 to
MOP50,000 would apply.

Kong said Macau has about
1,000 continuing education cen-
ters, of which more than 400 also
hold tutoring center licenses. The
new law prioritizes prevention,
with inspections, education and
advice, backed by a five-tier pe-
nalty system.

Once the electronic system is
operational, all procedures under
the law can be handled through
it, including through the Macao
One Account platform.

Smaller associations question ability
to meet new legal requirements

LYNZY VALLES

WHILE more than
85% of public con-
sultation respondents su-
pport reforming the city’s
association laws, smaller
groups worry the propo-
sed changes will impose
legal and staffing require-
ments they cannot meet.

The government’s pu-
blic consultation report
on the Legal Regime for
Associations found that
compliance was already
a challenge for many exis-
ting groups.

About 40% of associa-
tions registered for more
than five years had not
updated their records,
held general meetings or
submitted accounts. Of
more than 12,000 regis-
tered associations, only
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about 8,500 had filed in-
formation on their gover-
ning body members with
the Identification Servi-
ces Bureau (DSI).

Smaller organizations
warned that reporting
deadlines and adminis-
trative requirements cou-
1d leave them vulnerable
to penalties. Some also
questioned the govern-
ment’s authority to ins-

pect groups funded en-
tirely by private sources,
arguing that intervention
should be restricted to ca-
ses where legal violations
had been established.
The government said
the proposed reporting
requirements were not
intended to apply uni-
formly or create unne-
cessary burdens, but to
address associations ope-
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rating irregularly. The DSI
would tailor inspections
to individual circumstan-
ces and provide sample
statutes and guidance to
help organizations meet
the requirements.

The proposed law
would centralize the es-
tablishment, registration
and supervision of asso-
ciations under the DSI,
ending the role of notary
offices in the process. As-
sociation statutes would
be published on the bu-
reau’s website instead of
the Official Gazette. New
groups would require
at least seven founding
members, and no more
than three associations
could register at the same
address.

The DSI would also
be authorized to exami-

ne funding from outsi-
de Macau. Applications
could be rejected or as-
sociations dissolved on
national security grou-
nds, based on a binding
opinion from the SAR’s
Committee for Safe-
guarding National Se-
curity.

While dissolution de-
cisions could generally
be challenged through
administrative or judi-
cial channels, the report
excludes cases based on
such a binding opinion.
It did not provide a di-
rect response to concerns
over inspections of priva-
tely funded associations.

The government said it
had reviewed the submis-
sions and incorporated
suggestions considered
feasible into the draft bill.
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HEALTHY MACAU adjusting ingredients, oil, salt and

300 restaurants sought for elderly
healthy-meal program

NADIA SHAW

'ACAU hopes

to recruit 300

restaurants to a

new healthy-meal
program for older residents,
the Social Welfare Bureau (IAS)
director Wilson Hon has said, as
authorities turn to existing eateries
to widen dining choices following
concerns over an earlier elderly
canteen pilot.

Applications opened Nov. 11
for the Elderly Healthy Meal Pro-
gram, jointly organized by the
IAS, the Health Bureau (SSM) and
the Macau University of Tourism
(UTM).

Participating businesses must
first join SSM’s “Restaurant - Heal-
thy Eating” program and offer
three dishes that meet the bureau’s
technical recommendations for
meals for older adults.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
THE SILVER ECONOMY

During the launch ceremony,
SSM director Alvis Lo presented
the initiative as part of a wider ef-
fort linking knowledge, practical
skills and a supportive dining en-
vironment.

Lo said, “We are going a step
further. We are working with IAS
and UTM to address the specific
needs of older adults - for exam-
ple, ease of chewing, food safety
and bone health.”

“Only by incorporating these
age-specific needs into healthy
eating can we achieve the goals of
this program,” he added.

Lo also cautioned that older
people’s understanding of heal-
thy eating could be incomplete.
Simply making food very plain, he

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Early intervention service suspensions
raise concerns over treatment delays

ENTS have raised

=
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suggested, did not necessarily en-
sure adequate nutrition.

“Older adults may sometimes
hold views that are not entirely
accurate - for example, that they
should eat lightly. But if their diet is
too plain, they may not get enough
protein. So, we should use diffe-
rent approaches to help residents
acquire knowledge about healthy
eating,” Lo advised.

Hon also described elderly
dining as an opportunity for the
“silver economy,” with products
and services designed around

older consumers rather than
treating their requirements as an
afterthought.

“This is a win-win situation,”
Hon said.

A DIFFERENT APPROACH
Speaking to reporters after
viewing dishes at UTM’s Educa-
tional Restaurant, IAS director
Hon said the ambition extended
beyond providing meals for people

tion services commissioned and

contract-awarding

with particular welfare needs. The
program would seek to give older
residents healthier choices in the
restaurants they already visit.

“Our first priority is that more
than 100,000 older people should
have choices,” he said.

“Our signature dishes can allow
older adults to enjoy the flavors
they loved when they were you-
nger, while still fitting within the
dietary program for older adults,”
he said, adding that the initiative
would give them a better dining ex-
perience in the community.

The launch follows concerns
about the earlier Elderly Canteen
Service Pilot Scheme, including its
impact on nearby eateries and pri-
cing limits.

Rather than relying on a dedica-
ted canteen model, the new initia-
tive invites catering businesses to
adapt their existing menus.

Hon distinguished the broader
program from meal services for ol-
der people with particular needs or

support model for preschool

difficulties. Those services would
continue through existing commu-
nity arrangements, he said.

For other older residents, the
problem was often a lack of clearly
identified options when eating out,
particularly for people managing
chronic conditions.

Officials said 383 businesses
were participating in SSM’s exis-
ting healthy-eating  program.
Asked how many might join the
elderly initiative, Hon replied, “We
hope to have 300 join.”

He said applications would re-
main open without a deadline.
Restaurants would submit dishes
for assessment, with an identifying
logo helping diners recognize esta-
blishments whose offerings meet
the program’s standards.

KEEPING FAVORITE
DISHES ON THE MENU

Hon advised restaurants to re-
consider their signature dishes,
preserving familiar flavors while

concerns over disrup-
tions to early intervention
services for children with
special educational needs,
with questions over whether
a new public procurement
process could delay access to
treatment.

In awritten inquiry, Wong
Kit Cheng said parents had
reported widespread sus-
pensions of early interven-

by the government from pri-
vate organizations. The ser-
vices reportedly need to un-
dergo a new tendering pro-
cess under the revised Public
Procurement Law, raising
concerns that children could
face prolonged interruptions
to their treatment.

Wong called on the the
government to clarify the
timetable for the tendering

procedures and speed up the
full resumption of services.
She also asked whether
transitional ~ arrangements
were in place to prioritize
referrals for children with
urgent needs and prevent

delays  from  affecting
treatment outcomes.
Wong also pointed

to Hong Kong’s plan to
introduce a school-based

rehabilitation services in
phases. In her interpellation,
she asked whether Macau
would consider adopting
a similar approach by
integrating therapy services
into schools and expanding
training for school-based
special education teams,
in line with its community-
based resource support
model. LV

portion sizes to meet older custo-
mers’ needs.

“We are not specifically asking
restaurants to create new dishes,”
Hon said. “They can look at the
amount of oil and salt in their
existing menus and dishes.”

Some businesses might alrea-
dy have suitable options on their
menus, he added. The task wou-
1d be to identify them against the
new standards rather than assu-
me every restaurant needed to
start again.

He also encouraged chefs to
balance smaller portions with
other ingredients, suggesting that
changes could help businesses
manage costs while maintaining
flavor.

SMALLER PORTIONS,
NOT SMALLER AMBITIONS

Hon acknowledged that cus-
tomers could interpret smaller
servings as an attempt to save
money.

He maintained that restauran-
ts would need to explain why por-
tions had changed and how those
changes supported the program’s
objectives.

“It is not about cutting
corners,” he said, explaining
that portion size, flavor and
ingredients needed to be
considered together.

He contrasted the familiar habit
of asking for extra rice with reques-
ts for less, arguing that the dining
environment could help people
moderate how much they ate.

His emphasis was on a suitab-
le serving rather than the largest
possible one: food that remained
appealing without leaving diners
facing an unnecessarily substan-
tial plate.

“Color, aroma and taste all
matter.”

Hon noted, “Many fine-dining
restaurants serve smaller por-
tions without customers feeling
shortchanged. When people eat
French or Japanese cuisine, they
do not usually think the portions
are too small. It is partly a matter
of mindset and dining culture.”
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

TRAFFIC

LAWMAKERS CALL FOR PREVENTION-FIRST
APPROACH AS FATAL ACCIDENTS SURPASS 2025 TOTAL

YUKI LEI

IGHT fatal traffic accidents

had been recorded by early
October this year, already excee-
ding the total for 2025, prompting
lawmakers to call for a shift from
after-the-fact enforcement to pre-
ventive road safety measures.

More than 14,000 traffic
accidents were recorded in 2025,
with nearly 7,000 in the first half
of this year - down about 5%
year-over-year - but accidents
causing injuries or deaths rose
rather than fell. Many of the fatal
cases involved motorcycles, with
the Amizade Bridge recording the
highest concentration of serious
and fatal motorcycle accidents.

Speaking ahead of Tuesday’s
agenda at the Legislative Assem-
bly (AL), Vong Hou Piu said the
Amizade Bridge has no dedicated
motorcycle lane, forcing large and
small vehicles to share the road
despite significant differences in
speed and extensive blind spots
for larger vehicles. He proposed
reviewing the safety design of
dedicated lanes and connecting
points on all cross-harbor brid-
ges, adding physical separation
and improving merge distances
and road markings.

Vong also urged a data-driven
approach to prevention. Descri-
bing the government’s accident
hotspot map as a positive step, he
called for accident data to be di-
rectly linked to cross-departmen-
tal engineering improvements,
with a “list management” system
requiring on-site inspections and

CRIME

RENATO MARQUES

engineering solutions within set
deadlines once a certain number
or severity of accidents is recor-
ded at a location. He also propo-
sed piloting roadside smart war-
ning systems on cross-harbor bri-
dges and busy junctions, alerting
motorcyclists to narrow lanes,
crosswinds and accident-prone
stretches during strong winds and
rainy or wet conditions.

Loi I Weng called for the Road
Traffic Law revision to be treated
as a priority, with a clear time-
table, including higher fines for
dangerous driving behavior and
a points system leading to license
suspension for repeat offenders
or those committing multiple

types of dangerous acts. She also
proposed an education mecha-
nism involving on-the-spot war-
nings for jaywalkers and com-
pulsory counseling for offending
drivers.

Loi suggested using data from
the city’s fleet of public buses as a
mobile monitoring platform, col-
lecting real-time data on speeds,
sudden braking and blind-spot
incidents to identify potential ac-
cident black spots. She also pro-
posed linking the system to elec-
tronic road signs and the “Macau
Travel” app to warn drivers in ad-
vance.

She further proposed estab-
lishing “school safety zones” or

“quiet streets” in older districts
with concentrations of elderly re-
sidents and around schools, with
speed bumps, smart illuminated
crossings, cleared sightlines at
junctions, wider pedestrian refu-
ge islands and improved accessi-
bility ramps.

Lee Koi Ian raised safety ques-
tions arising from the rapid
growth of electric vehicles, which
numbered about 16,000 by the
end of 2025, up more than 30%
year-over-year, and accounted
for nearly 40% of newly registe-
red light vehicles. He called for a
full traceability system for retired
power batteries covering collec-
tion, temporary storage, transfer

and disposal, as well as professio-
nal training for workers and stan-
dard firefighting and insulation
equipment.

He also urged fire, transport
and environmental authorities
to coordinate in setting clear fire
safety standards and supervision
rules for electric vehicle repair
shops, battery warehouses and
second-life battery sites. Official
emergency rescue manuals for
new electric vehicle models shou-
ld be compiled and added to fire
service databases, he said, with
sufficient space reserved for fire
engines at charging and repair fa-
cilities.

The Transport Bureau (DSAT)
said separately that it had com-
pleted the replacement of its tra-
ffic control platform with a locally
developed system drawing on
mainland technology, with all tra-
ffic light systems now connected
to the Public Security Police Force
(PSP) for remote monitoring and
control.

In a written reply to Leong
Hong Sai, the bureau said new
junctions are equipped with sen-
sors that adjust signal phases ac-
cording to traffic flow, as part of
its gradual rollout of smart traffic
management. The bureau and
police have networked their sys-
tems, allowing officers to monitor
main roads in real time, and are
building a data interconnection
mechanism. During peak periods,
police and bureau staff coordina-
te at the traffic control and infor-
mation center with bus company
personnel to ease congestion.

Man arrested over attempted hotel room sexual assault

NADIA SHAW

A- mainland Chinese

an has been arres-
ted on suspicion of at-
tempting to sexually as-
sault a non-resident wo-
man he invited to Macau,
while police are separately
investigating a suspicious
fire outside a shop in Areia
Preta as a suspected arson
case.

The Judiciary Police (P])
said at a press conference
Wednesday that the
31-year-old suspect had
known the woman for
three years and claimed
to be skilled at gambling
when he invited her to
Macau. After arriving, she
stayed in a hotel room

RENATO MARQUES

registered
man’s name.
According to the in-

under

the

vestigation, the suspect
told the woman he was
going gambling, leaving

her alone in the room. He
later returned, pushed her
onto the bed and forcibly

restrained her by pressing
down on her body, arms
and legs in an attempt
to sexually assault her.
The woman resisted and
screamed for help, aler-
ting other hotel guests,
who called the police.

Public Security Police
officers arrived and res-
cued the woman before
referring the case to the PJ.

The woman sustained
scratches and abrasions
on her forearm and other
parts of her body. The
suspect also had multiple
scratches on his face, neck
and chest, which police
believe were caused by the
woman as she resisted.

In a separate case, the PJ
said it received a notifica-

tion from the Fire Services
Bureau (CB) at 7:05 a.m.
Wednesday about a sus-
picious fire outside a shop
in Areia Preta. Firefighters
were called to the scene at
6:12 a.m. after a resident
reported the blaze.

The fire was extin-
guished, and no one was
injured or required hospi-
tal treatment.

Following an initial in-
vestigation, the CB consi-
dered the cause of the fire
suspicious and asked the
PJ to investigate.

The case has been pro-
visionally classified as
suspected arson and re-
ferred to the force’s inves-
tigation department for
follow-up.
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SOCIETY

Over 18,700 childcare subsidy cases
approved, MOP546 million paid out

YUKI LEI

ORE than 18,700
cases have been
approved under
the government’s
temporary childcare subsidy
scheme since it was launched
in July last year, with MOP546
million disbursed in total, the
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) said.

According to the authori-
ties, each eligible child receives
MOP18,000 a year for up to three
years, covering the year of birth
and the following two years.

The scheme applies to chil-
dren born between 2025 and
2027 who hold valid permanent
resident identity cards, with spe-
cial conditions for those born be-
tween 2022 and 2024. Approved
payments are transferred in a
lump sum within 60 days.

Speaking on public broad-
caster TDM’s radio program
Wednesday, which discussed
the implementation of social
welfare measures, bureau presi-
dent Wilson Hon said emotional
education materials for young
children are largely complete

SOCIETY

and will be rolled out progres-
sively to all subsidized nurseries
next year.

On social security, Social
Security Fund Administrative
Committee president Chan Pou
Wan said four allowances - mar-
riage, unemployment, sickness
and funeral - were increased
early this year.

She said 350 employers have set
up joint provident fund schemes
under the non-mandatory central
provident fund system, with about

119,000 people participating
in contribution schemes when
individual account holders are
included.

CALLS FOR PERMANENT,
TIERED SUPPORT

The announcement came
as four lawmakers used pre-a-
genda speeches in the Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL) to press for
a more systematic approach to
fertility support, warning that
the city’s birth rate remains low.

Official data show that 2,037
babies were born in the first
three quarters of this year, down
about 4.4% year-over-year.

Lawmaker Ella Lei, citing a
previously published survey by
the Macau Federation of Trade
Unions (FAOM) and the Ma-
cau Dual Career Women Asso-
ciation, said more than 80% of
respondents saw stable income
and job security as the foun-
dation of confidence in having
children. She called for a wider
age range for childcare allowan-
ces, tiered payments for families
with multiple children or twins,
and tax concessions or priority
allocation of public housing for
families with children.

Wong Kit Cheng proposed a
tiered economic support sys-
tem, upgrading the temporary
childcare allowance into a per-
manent, institutionalized sche-
me with progressive payments
by birth order and gradually
extending coverage to children
ages 3 to 6. She also urged a fer-
tility-friendly housing policy,
giving families with newborns
or multiple children priority in

economic housing allocation
and the flat-exchange program,
as well as a dedicated fund to
encourage employers to adopt
family-friendly measures.

Ngai Iek Hang called for
making the childcare allowan-
ce permanent, expanding the
eligible age range and intro-
ducing tiered payments by bir-
th order, alongside incentives
such as enterprise certification
and tax concessions to encou-
rage employers to offer family
care leave, caregiving leave and
flexible hourly leave. He also
urged better emergency and
temporary childcare services
and a continuous service chain
from pregnancy through early
childhood.

Song Pek Kei proposed exten-
ding the allowance to age 6, with
tiered support for second and
third children, incorporating
childcare services into the free
public service system, and offe-
ring flexible work arrangements
for civil servants with children
under 3, along with measures to
encourage private employers to
adopt similar policies.

Database of 31,000 elderly residents living alone or in

two-person households established

YUKI LEI

HE government has

built a database of
more than 31,000 elderly
residents living alone or
in two-person households
since a census began in
September last year, saying
it provides the basis for
targeted assistance to those
most at risk, as lawmakers
called for faster and more

concrete action.
Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) president Wilson

Hon said 22 elderly service
centers and seven outrea-
ch home support teams
are providing meal servi-
ces to 1,500 elderly resi-
dents. Speaking on TDM'’s
radio program Wednes-
day, he said the bureau
had recently begun remo-
te medical cooperation
with the Health Bureau to
enable key follow-up con-
sultations for residents of
residential care homes to

be conducted remotely.
He said more than 1,300

households comprising
1,800 elderly residents are
now living in government
elderly apartments, adding
that the government has
long paid close attention to
elderly residents facing spe-
cial difficulties.

Social Security Fund
Administrative Committee
president Chan Pou Wan
said the fund is closely mo-
nitoring inflation data to
determine when to activate

the regular adjustment me-
chanism for social security
benefits. “As of September
2026, the cumulative chan-
ge in the composite consu-
mer price index was 1.71%,
not yet at 2%,” she said.
“We monitor this data every
month, and when it reaches
2% we will launch adminis-
trative procedures to adjust
the pension accordingly.”
Chan Po Yee, head of the
fund’s social security sys-
tem department, said 120
people have applied for the

“Guangdong-Macau Elder-
ly Care Connect Plus” ser-
vice launched in June. The
service allows Macau resi-
dents living in Guangdong
to submit applications
through the Macao One
Account platform, a dedica-
ted joint service counter or
local associations’ offices in
Guangdong without having
to return to Macau.

CALLS FOR STRONGER
MEASURES

In pre-agenda speeches
at the Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) on Tuesday, four
lawmakers welcomed the
census but argued that data
alone is not enough.

Lam Lon Wai proposed
using the census data to
strengthen tiered follow-

up services for high-
risk  seniors, improve
coordination between

the Health Bureau (SSM),
IAS and community
organizations, and mobilize

associations, social workers
and volunteers to reach
isolated seniors not yet
covered by existing services.
He also wurged better
hospital-to-community
referrals, citing Hong
Kong’s continuing support
services for stroke patients
and recently discharged
patients. He called for
elderly service applications,
bookings and referral
progress to be integrated
into the Macao One
Account platform while
retaining phone, counter
and community assistance
channels.

Nick Lei said about
34,000 of roughly 100,000
elderly residents live alo-
ne or in two-person hou-
seholds, and that home ac-
cidents affect about 14.1 per
1,000 elderly residents each
year. He called for a 24-hour
emergency support mecha-
nism for high-risk seniors, a
clear list of subsidized home

safety equipment with sim-
plified applications, and
systematic planning of the
15-minute community el-
derly service network using
the census database.

Chan Lai Kei raised
concerns about the digital
divide, noting that about
130,000 residents aged 65
or older use the Macao One
Account platform - equi-
valent to 80% of that age
group - meaning about two
in 10 have not registered. He
proposed linking IAS’ da-
tabase with the platform’s
forthcoming “family bin-
ding” function, including
designated caregiver access
and outreach assistance for
seniors without family su-
pport.

He also called for stron-
ger Cantonese and local ac-
cent recognition in the voi-
ce function and a long-term
digital inclusion blueprint
that preserves access to of-
fline services.
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LOCAL FIRMS SECURE MORE THAN 600
BUSINESS MEETINGS AT CANTON FAIR

LYNZY VALLES

delegation of 19 Macau

nterprises held more than
600 business-matching sessions
at the third phase of the 140th
China Import and Export Fair in
Guangzhou, as local businesses
sought to expand their overseas
networks and explore new
commercial opportunities.

The delegation, organized by
the Commerce and Investment
Promotion Institute (IPIM),
showcased more than 280 products
under the “Made in Macao” and
“Macao Brand” labels at the fair
from Oct. 31 to Nov. 4. Products
from Portuguese-speaking
countries were also featured at the

B

Macao Pavilion in the fair’s import
exhibition hall.

The business meetings covered
areas including food distribution,

wine trading and health-related
products. IPIM said the pavilion at-
tracted interest from visitors, with
some exhibitors receiving enqui-

Future Bright swings to quarterly

loss as Macau sales weaken

HE local tourism

14% to HKD78.7 million.

ries from international buyers and
securing preliminary cooperation
intentions.

The institute also used the event
to promote Macau’s business
environment and investment
opportunities, as well as the
development prospects of the
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Henggin.
It introduced Macau’s role as
a platform connecting China
with Portuguese-speaking
countries and highlighted the
city’s advantages as a meetings,
incentives, conferences and
exhibitions destination.

Among the participating com-
panies, a local health products bu-
siness attending the fair for the first

FINANCE

time held nearly 100 substantive
business discussions and received
cooperation enquiries from inter-
national partners. The company
said it hoped to use the event to
build a business network linking
the mainland, Macau and overseas
markets. Feedback gathered at the
fair would also inform its research
and product development.

As cited in a statement issued
by the IPIM, a local food producer
said it established contacts with
traders from Canada, Singapore
and Japan, as well as buyers from
the mainland. A Macau coffee
exhibitor also reported enquiries
from business visitors and expres-
sed hope that the contacts could
lead to commercial deals.

The bureau said the participa-
tion was intended to help local
small and medium-sized enter-
prises reach overseas markets and
develop partnerships through in-
ternational trade exhibitions.

BNU REPORTS 13.6%
PROFIT GROWTH TO
MOP358 MILLION

ANCO Nacional Ultrama-

economy continued to benefit

growth has yet to
translate into stronger
business for Future Bright
Holdings, as the food-
and-beverage operator
reported a quarterly
loss following declines
in restaurant and food-
court sales.

The Hong Kong-listed
company recorded a
net loss attributable to
shareholders of HKD2.6
million (MOP2.69 million)
for the three months
ended Sept. 30, reversing
a profit of HKD8 million in
the same period last year.
Revenue fell 9% year on
year to HKD117.9 million,

7.5% year on year, while
non-gaming
spending increased 5.4%

while gross operating

profit dropped 33% to per-capita
HKD20.4 million.

The decline came toMOP2,057.

as Macau welcomed
11.24 million visitors
in the third quarter, up

Future Bright’s food
and catering operations,
however, saw revenue fall

Sales at its Japanese res-
taurants plunged 41.3%,
while food-court reve-
nue declined 20.7%. The
company attributed the
weaker performance to
softer demand in Macau.

Its food souvenir bu-
siness, which operates
mainly under the Yeng
Kee bakery brand, provi-
ded some support, with
revenue rising 3.6% to
HKD34.1 million.

For the first nine mon-
ths, the company pos-
ted a net loss of HKD4.3
million, compared with a
profit of HKD16.6 million
ayear earlier. LV

rino (BNU) recorded an
unaudited consolidated net
profit of MOP358.3 million in
the first nine months of 2026,
up 13.6% from the same pe-
riod last year, supported by
lending growth and stable in-
terest income.

The bank’s net interest in-
come rose 5.3% year on year
to MOP666.3 million, as higher
lending volumes helped offset
the impact of lower interest ra-
tes on asset returns.

Total loans and advances
reached MOP27.9 billion as
of September, representing a
6.3% increase from a year ear-
lier. BNU attributed the growth
to lending demand as Macau’s

from tourism recovery.

The bank said operating
costs remained under control,
while provisions for credit
losses fell to MOP6 million,
which it attributed to the
resilience and quality of its
asset portfolio.

Its capital adequacy ratio
also remained comfortably
above the regulatory requi-
rements set by the Monetary
Authority of Macao, BNU said.

Thelender added that it was
strengthening customer rela-
tionships by expanding finan-
cial products available through
its online platform and deve-
loping cross-border business
through its Hengqin branch.

CORPORATE BITS

Melco donates MOP700,000 to Tung Sin Tong

"LLLT
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Melco Resorts &
Entertainment has donated
MOP700,000 to the Macau
Tung Sin Tong Charitable

fad B

w1 M E § WP
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The donation

representatives  of

the gaming operator.
The delegation

organization.

was
presented at City of Dreams,
with Melco chairman and
CEO Lawrence Ho and chief
advisor Kent Wong meeting
the
charitable society, according
to a statement released by

included
Board of Directors chairman
José Chui Sai Pang, vice
chairman Jeffrey Vong, and
directors Lee Koi lan and
Manuel lo, who accepted the
donation on behalf of the

The contribution will fund

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau

Society to support its the society’s community is offering dining and accom-
social welfare programs welfare  activities  and modation packages during
and poverty alleviation assistance for people in the 73rd Macau Grand Prix,
initiatives. need. scheduled for Nov. 19 to 22.

Artyzen Grand Lapa offers Grand Prix
dining and accommodation packages

73 MAGAU /Z 1

GRAND PRIX
R P18 MRS X 8 S

The hotel's  Trackview
Room Stay package
includes a one-night stay
in a room overlooking the
racetrack, breakfast at Cafe

Bela Vista, a complimentary
bottle of Moét & Chandon
Brut Impérial Champagne
and a hotel-branded Grand
Prix souvenir, according to
the hotel.

Guests booking directly
with the hotel are also entit-
led to guaranteed late che-
ckout at 6 p.m. The booking
period runs until Nov. 13, with
stays available from Nov. 19
to 22.

An all-day barbecue buffet
will also be available at Friend-
ship Terrace on Nov. 21 and
22, from9am.to6 p.m.

Separately, the hotel's
Lifestyle Mega Sale offers
one-night accommodation
from MOP700. Bookings are
open from Nov. 11 to 25 for
stays between Nov. 23, 2026,
and June 30, 2027.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 12.11.2026

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page /
+E CHINA

BUSINESS

Singles' Day shopping festival struggles to
shake off weak consumer spending

CHAN HO-HIM, HONG KONG

ARLY signs suggest Chi-

na ‘s biggest online sho-

pping event is struggling

to persuade anxious con-
sumers to spend more, despite
discounts.

The Singles’ Day festival, a ma-
jor discount campaign compa-
rable to Black Friday and Cyber
Monday in the U.S., centers on
Nov. 11. But it begins weeks ear-
lier and is seen as a barometer of
the broader economy.

Retail data platform Syntun
said cumulative sales as of Oct.
31 totaled just over 1 trillion yuan
($154 billion), broadly in line with
the same period last year.

Retailers have increased sales
mainly by extending the festival.
Total Singles’ Day sales in 2025
reached a record of almost 1.7
trillion yuan ($254 billion).

Consumer demand in China
remains subdued, however, as
a prolonged property downturn
and other pressures weigh on
confidence.

“Optimism over a recovery in
domestic demand has faded,”
said Max Zenglein, Asia Pacific
senior economist at The Confe-
rence Board. “Improvements in
sentiment have repeatedly pro-
ved short-lived.”

E-commerce giants such as
Alibaba have turned to artificial
intelligence to encourage frugal
shoppers to spend more. Aliba-
ba integrated its Qwen Al into its
Taobao and Tmall platforms to
help shoppers place orders and
find products.

Plans offering Al tokens are
also being prominently promoted
during Singles’ Day for the first
time. This month, a livestream
by Li Jiaqi, dubbed the “Lipstick
King” for his huge lipstick sales,
sold plans covering roughly 2
trillion tokens within half an hour,
according to Chinese media.

Singles’ Day originated as “Ba-
chelors’ Day,” a celebration of
being single. The nationwide sho-
pping festival began in 2009 and
now targets everyone.

CONSUMERS FEEL PINCHED

While China’s broader
economy continues to grow at a
relatively robust pace, expanding
46% from a year earlier in
January-September, much of that
momentum came from aboom in
exports. Retail sales of consumer
goods rose just 1.1% over the
same period.

China’s vast domestic market
has struggled as a yearslong real
estate downturn has left hou-

AP PHOTO

Workers of a delivery company ort out customers’ parcels piled up at a pickup point ahead of the Singles’ Day sale in Beijing

seholds feeling less wealthy.
Home prices have fallen roughly
20% or more from their 2021 peak,
with smaller cities and the resale
market seeing steeper declines.

Although home prices appear
to be stabilizing in larger cities,
many homeowners remain con-
cerned they could fall further, said
Andy Rothman, founder and CEO
of the advisory firm Sinology.

In the southern furniture
manufacturing hub of Foshan,
24-year-old Gabby Liang said she
was feeling cautious.

“I've been buying much less
online, especially when it comes
to non-essential items,” she said.
“During the Singles’ Day festival
last year, I bought quite a bit of
skincare products. But this year I
expect to buy fewer.”

Other shoppers are also reining
in spending.

“I'm perhaps not as keen on
pursuing famous or high-end
brands as I used to be,” said Bei-
jing resident Kong Min, referring
to this year’s Singles’ Day.

Middle-class Chinese consu-
mers have lost confidence, and
many festival discounts are less
generous than they once were,
said Shaun Rein, managing di-
rector of China Market Research
Group in Shanghai.

More shoppers are
experiencing “discount fatigue,”
said Yaling Jiang, founder of
market  research  company
ApertureChina. With discounts
available year-round, Singles’ Day

may be losing its power to boost
spending, she said.

“Looking at what Singles’ Day
originally was: a shopping festival
where people used to expect the
largest discounts of the year,” she
said. “That is not true any more af-
ter it was extended to multiple plat-
forms, then to a monthlong thing.”

Liang, who works in furniture
sales, said extras such as cameras
and game consoles were off her
shopping list this year.

“We're undergoing a
consumption downgrade,” she
said. “Even the amount that
we earn has somehow been
downgraded.”

DOMESTIC DEMAND REMAINS
WEAKAS EXPORTS SOAR

Business has stalled as Chinese
shoppers tighten their belts, Liang
said, despite rising exports to
markets such as the Middle East
and Africa.

An oversupply of goods, from
cars and TVs to shoes and other
electronics, has intensified com-
petition in China’s crowded do-
mestic market, pushing manufac-
turers to expand overseas.

Exports overall surged 35%
from a year earlier in October, dri-
ven by high-tech products such as
semiconductors and electric vehi-
cles. China is on track to surpass
last year’s record trade surplus of
$1.2 trillion.

Domestic demand for big-
ticket items, including cars and
some luxury goods, has been

particularly weak.

Passenger car sales in China
have fallen for most of this year,
dropping almost 25% in January-
September, according to industry
data. The decline partly reflects
cuts to government subsidies.

That contrasts sharply with a
71% jump in passenger car expor-
ts over the same period.

Luxury spending has also
weakened. LVMH, whose brands
include Louis Vuitton, Dior and
Fendi, and Kering, which owns
Gucci, Balenciaga and Saint Lau-
rent, both reported softer demand
in China in recent months.

Chinese leaders have pledged
for years to accelerate growth in
domestic demand. But strong ex-
ports have reduced the urgency
of introducing policies to stimu-
late spending at home, analysts
said.

“As long as China continues to
make progress on its industrial
and technological ambitions, po-
licymakers have little incentive
to fundamentally rebalance the
economy toward household de-
mand,” Zenglein said.

BRIGHT SPOTS REMAIN AS
STATUS SYMBOLS SHIFT

Not all retail categories are
struggling. Health, lifestyle and
experiences are increasingly be-
coming status symbols for Chine-
se consumers.

“It’s not a simple case of big-
ticket items falling,” said Jacob
Cooke, CEO of Beijing-based

consultancy WPIC Marketing
+ Technologies. Health-related
products are selling relatively
well, he said.

According to WPIC data, onli-
ne sales of imported fish oil rose
nearly 43% from a year earlier in
the 12 months through Septem-
ber. Sales of other supplements
aimed at improving sleep or su-
pporting joint and bone health
grew between 28% and 37%.

Cooke expects some growth in
this year’s Singles’ Day sales.

ApertureChina’s Jiang descri-
bed this year’s defining consu-
mer trend as “just living life,” with
people moving away from grand
gestures and focusing on “the
bare necessities and internal ful-
fillment.”

Many families are holding
back as youth unemployment
hovers around 18% and income
growth lags. Yet China’s hou-
sehold savings remain vast. With
a population of 1.4 billion, the
country has enormous spending
potential, even as consumer pre-
ferences and spending patterns
shift.

Zenglein, the Conference
Board economist, sees growing
divergence in Chinese consump-
tion, with pockets of stronger de-
mand amid subdued overall sen-
timent.

“It’s still enough to make a li-
ving, but there’s just not much
extra to splurge,” said Liang, the
furniture sales worker in Foshan.
MDT/AP
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Pope Leo XIV hugs an inmate during his visit to the federal prison com

Ao
plex in Buenos Aires, on the sixth day of his

twelve-day apostolic journey to South America

ARGENTINA

Pope Leo XIV wrapping
up visit before an
emotional trip back

to Peru, his adopted
homeland

NICOLE WINFIELD,
BUENOS AIRES

OPE Leo XIV told

inmates at an Argen-

tine prison with a dark

history tied to the mi-
litary dictatorship that there is
always hope for redemption
and reconciliation, as he spent
his final morning in Argenti-
na on Wednesday offering an
uplifting message to a polari-
zed country.

Leo visited Devoto Prison
before celebrating his final
Mass at Argentina’s national
shrine, the Basilica de Nuestra
Sefiora de Lujan, where 1
million people were expected
— the latest of the record-
setting crowds that have
welcomed Leo on the first
papal visit to Argentina in
nearly four decades.

Both sites have important
sentimental connections to
Leo’s predecessor, Pope Fran-
cis, who never returned home
during his 12-year pontificate.
But Leo’s final stops in Argen-
tina pale in comparison to the
emotional highlight of his Sou-
th American trip, when he re-
turns to his adopted homeland
of Peru later Wednesday.

A massive national party

is planned to greet the
Chicago-born Leo, who
spent more than two decades
as a missionary priest and
bishop in Peru and holds
dual citizenship in the United
States and Peru. He’s known
to Peruvians as Padre Robert
and beloved for ministering to
poor communities, especially
in times of crisis.

In Buenos Aires, Leo visited
Devoto Prison, where Francis
often ministered as the city’s
archbishop, celebrating Mass,
going into cellblocks hou-
sing inmates with AIDS and
washing prisoners’ feet during
the annual Holy Week ritual.

The prison, inaugurated
in 1927, is being shut down
permanently, with its more
than 1,000 inmates moving to
a new penitentiary complex.
Only about 75 prisoners were
on hand for Leo’s visit, chosen
primarily because they were
active in the prison’s religious
programming, said the prison
chaplain, the Rev. Matias De
Martini.

Wearing identical white
uniforms, they sat in rows in
the prison gymnasium, facing
a stage bearing the flags of Ar-
gentina and the Holy See, and
a statue of the Virgin of Lujan,

which Francis had gifted to the
prison during his years as arch-
bishop.

The prison is grim and
shows its age. Its corridors
were dank, and harsh fluo-
rescent light glinted off the
worn bars dividing each wing.
Red fire extinguishers lined
the main hallway, and guards
stood at attention, some hol-
ding plastic riot shields.

Leo heard stories from
inmates of lives marked by
drug addiction, crime and ho-
melessness. He told them that
their “troubling realities” are
all too familiar.

“The sense of omnipotence
produced by drugs, the false
power that comes from easy
money, the cowardly sense
of security that comes from
inflicting violence upon the
weakest, and the impunity that
results from corruption,” he
said.

He urged them to use their
time in prison, and the limita-
tions they face, as a chance for
redemption.

“The evil that assails the hu-
man heart wreaks havoc on so-
ciety and on the lives of many
people, sometimes reaching
extremes of inhumanity,” he
said. But he said that a light

continues to shine.

“This means that even amid
the evil, pain and deepest fai-
lures you may have experien-
ced or caused, your present
circumstances can become an
opportunity to begin your lives
anew,” he said.

Leo didn’t refer explicitly to
the prison’s dark history, but
his reference to impunity and
corruption could be seen as
directed not just at the current
inmates and prison adminis-
trators but at past eras as well.

During Argentina’s last mi-
litary dictatorship (1976-1983),
Devoto functioned as a clan-
destine detention and torture
center. It was designated a Me-
mory Site in 2012 to ensure the
military repression isn’t forgo-
tten.

Human rights lawyers have
petitioned the courts to block
any sale or disposal of the pri-
son’s land and facilities once
all inmates are transferred,
saying “the space must be pre-
served until the investigations
regarding the crimes against
humanity that occurred” there
are finalized.

In 1978, during Argentina’s
military dictatorship, 65 inma-
tes held on ordinary criminal
charges were killed at Devoto
in what became known as the
Seventh Pavilion Massacre.
The military government des-
cribed the killings as a riot and
covered them up.

Nearly a half-century later,
in December 2025, a federal
court found that 153 inmates
had been tortured, including
the 65 who died in a fire that
broke out as guards violently
cracked down on the priso-
ners, and called the events gra-
ve human rights violations. It
sentenced two former prison
chiefs, Juan Carlos Ruiz and
Horacio Martin Galindez, to 25
years in prison. Both men were
over 90.

Leo has carried on Francis’
practice of meeting inmates
on his foreign trips, reminding
them that they aren’t alone
and remain beloved children
of God. Leo’s last such visit, to
a prison in Equatorial Guinea,
produced some of the most
chilling moments of his ponti-
ficate, when inmates were for-
ced to sing and dance for him
in pouring rain.

For Francis, that ministry
began at Devoto, De Martini
said.

“As pope, you'll remember
he sometimes said, ‘Whenever
I walk into a prison, I always
think, why them and not me?””
he said. “Well, that’s what he
always said here. Everything
he talked about as pope, he li-
ved in this prison.”

After the prison visit, Leo
was to make a pilgrimage to
the Basilica de Nuestra Sefiora
de Lujén, dedicated to Argenti-
na’s patron saint. MDT/AP
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this day in hlStOﬂ@
1982 SOLIDARITY LEADER
WALESA RELEASED

The Polish Government
has freed the leader of
the outlawed  Solidarity
movement, Lech Walesa,
after 11 months of .
internment. B

His release comes only two days after riot police
used tear gas, water cannon and phosphorous
rockets to disperse big pro-Solidarity demonstrations
in Warsaw and other cities.

The freeing of the shipyard electrician will be
seen by the Polish people as a sign the Communist
government may be preparing to lift martial law.

[twasimposedalmostayearagoto curbthe growing
influence of the Solidarity trade union and put off the
threat of armed intervention from the Soviet Union.

Government spokesman Jerzy Urban said Mr
Walesawas being released because he was nolonger
considered a threat to law and order.

He revealed Mr Walesa had also written a letter to
the Polish leader General Wojciech Jaruzelski seeking
a "national agreement”.

Since his arrest Mr Walesa has been held inisolation
at aremote government hunting lodge in Arlamowo,
south-east Poland, close to the Soviet border.

It is thought General Jaruzelski may have struck a
deal with the Roman Catholic Church which included
freeing Mr Walesa in a bid to win the support of the
Polish people for a limited programme of economic
and political reforms.

He has already set adatein June for the Polish-born
Pope JohnPaulll's visit to Poland. The Pope has always
insisted the visit could only be made if there was an
endtomartiallaw.

Government sources say there is a possibility Mr
Walesa will be able to see a senior official, perhaps
the Trade Union Minister Stanislaw Ciosek, at the
weekend before travelling to his home in Gdansk.

But they have made clear Mr Walesa will be interned
againif he seeks to oppose the Government.

MrWalesarose to prominence as one of the leaders
of the shipyard workers in Gdansk.

In 1980 he was one of the key men behind the
Gdansk shipyard strike which gave rise to a wave
of disputes over much of the country. The primary
demands were for workers'rights.

The authorities were forcedto giveinand negotiate
with Mr Walesa. Under the terms of the Gdansk
Agreement of 31 August 1980, workers were
given the right to strike and to organise their own
independent union, Solidarity.

The Catholic Church supported Mr Walesa's aims
and he was received by the Pope in the Vatican in
1981.

But the country's brief period of relative freedom
endedwith the declaration of martial lawin December
1981 and the suspension of Solidarity.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

In his first public address after his release, Lech Wale-
satold a crowd of Solidarity supporters - gathered
ilegally outside his flat - he would not betray the
principles of his old union.

Martial law was eventually liftedin July 1983.1n Oc-
tober 1983, Lech Walesa was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize which raised the spirits of the under-
ground movement in Poland.

General Jaruzelski's regime became more unpopular
as economic conditions worsened and eventually it
was forced to negotiate with Solidarity.

Theresult was parliamentary elections and the es-
tablishment of a non-communist government.

As head of Solidarity, Mr Walesa became the elected
President of Polandin 1990 - a post he held until
defeatin 1995.

In 2000 he announced he was retiring from Polish
politics after the poor showing of his party in the
elections.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

@ ARIES TAURUS WHEN BRUTUS ITOLDHIMT SWITCHING TO

) wota ) TOLD ME THOUGHT IT DECAF COFFEE _ |
. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20
Thisis a lovely day to schmooze with ~ With Mercury retrograde opposite WHAT H‘S, / WAS A BAD / NASNIT A GOOD FIT
others and enjoy their company.  your sign, ex-spouses, ex-partners NEW YEAR'S CHO\CE o -Z WITH RIS

It’s also a great day to travel or
make travel plans. You want to do
something to expand your world in
a pleasant way:

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Cooperate with others today, even
if this means being patient with silly;
goofy mistakes at work. Fortunately,
by Nov. 13, Mercury retrograde will
be over. (Whew!) Enjoy socializing
with friends and children.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Romance, the arts, fun social
outings and vacations are on the
menu today. Make an effort to
do something that pleases you.
Enjoy socializing. Reach out to
others.

GEMINI

LEO

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your communication skills are

excellent today because the Moon
is dancing with your ruler Venus. In
fact, many of you will make money
from your ability to communicate
through writing and editing;

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Today the Moon is in your sign
dancing nicely with Venus, which
increases your appreciation of
beauty in the world around you. It’s
a great day for romance or any kind
of socializing with others.

%4 Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Friendships (especially with female
acquaintances) will be warm and
reassuring today. For some of you, a
platonic relationship might become
romantic. Meet someone and do

something to enjoy the arts or make
travel plans. Get out and socialize!

CROSSWORDS

1- Colorado resort; 6- PDQ; 10- Movie-rating org.; 14- Insect stage; 15-
Ad word; 16- Bohemian; 17- French farewell; 18- Winter Palace resident; 19- Clotted
blood; 20- Caesar of comedy; 21~ Leaping insect; 24- Baby's ring; 26- Gets up; 27-
___ standstill; 28- Native American tent; 30- Swindle; 33- To a greater extent; 35-
Levi'srival; 38- Measured with a watch; 40- Chum; 41- Article of bedding; 43- Dreyer's
partner in ice cream; 44- Go by; 47- Evens the score; 48- Country dances; 49- Hill
insect; 51- Maintain; 54- Get ready: 58- Lucy at "Swan Lake"?; 61- Mack of old TV
62- Draft classification; 63- Yale students; 64- Rid of insect pests; 66- Spellbound;
67- Hire; 68- Clear the board; 69- London gallery; 70- Wise one; 71- Palm fruits;

1- As

back to; 8- Exclamation to express sorrow; 9- Possibly; 10- Talkative person; 11-

Yesterday’s solution

Stage items; 12-
13- Australia's ___

(@ mission);

Slice of history;

1t Prime time to

and people from your past are back in
your world. Discussions about how to
share something like an inheritance
or jointly held property will go well.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Some of you have experienced old
flames bemng back in your world.
Others have been in contact with
kids they haven’t seen in a while.
Meanwhile, relations with co-workers
are especially enjoyable today:

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

The pace of your days has accelerated
recently with a busy schedule of
appointments, errands, increased
reading and writing and talking to
everyone. Today is the perfect day to
take it easy and relax at home.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

/) oat.23Nov.21

Trust your moneymaking ideas
today. Likewise, if shopping, you will
be pleased if you have a chance to
buy something pretty for yourself or
a loved one. A small gift is a gesture
that will please someone.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Your life has been more popular
lately, in part because some of
you have been interacting with
younger people. Relations with
authority figures are excellent, even
romantic.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

People notice you today, but this is
good, because you appear attractive,
charnung and approachable. Because
you’re high-viz, someone might be
attracted to you romantically: This is
an excellent day for romance or any

special gathering,

CAPRICORN

PISCES

WAS

RESOLUTION
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WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing 1 16 fine
Changchun 2 11 fine
Chengdu 11 18 cloudy
Chongging 13 16 overcast
Fuzhou 16 25 overcast
Guangzhou 14 26 cloudy
Guiyang 7 13 rain
Haikou 21 27 thunderstorms
Hangzhou 9 19 rain
Harbin -4 9 cloudy
Hefei 6 16 overcast
Nanjing 8 17 rain
Shanghai 13 19 overcast
Taipei 17 25 cloudy
Wuhan 8 13 rain
Hong Hong 22 26 sunny
Moscow 0 2 sunny
Frankfurt 1 9 cloudy
Paris 1 10 cloudy
London -1 8 rain
New York 6 15 rain

___ Grows in Brooklyn;
Rock: 22- Quantity
of paper; 23- Cream-filled cookies; 25-
Domesticate; 28- Snares; 29- Congers,
e.g.; 30- Canonized Mlle.; 31- Spain's EI ___
32- Singer Grant; 34- Iridescent gemstone;
35- Maui memento; 36- Wide shoe width;
37-UFO pilots; 39- Caterpillar rival; 42- URL
starter; 45- Correspondences; 46- Make;
48- Tell, as a tale; 50- Required; 51- Scrub
52- Capital of Yemen; 53-
Slumbered; 54- Stickum; 55- Ready to hit;
56- Put back into service; 57- Perimeters;
59- Olive genus; 60- Chinese dynasty; 65-

resort; 2- Hawkins of Dogpatch; 3- Self-respect; 4- Woman
created from the rib of Adam; 5- Nothing; 6- When You Wish Upon

__7-Tak

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com
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BUY & REN

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

Nam Long
HKD 6,988,000

4 bed 2

pDat

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999
Fire department 28 572 222
(Open ling) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

28573 333

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

28 371 333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

50 888 88

Hellene Garden w/ 1 CP

HKD 7,500,000

4 bed 3 bath

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
— Report 1000
Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28716 081

& AD

Manhattan F Unit

HKD 10,800,

000

3 bed 2 bath
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FOOTBALL | NATIONS LEAGUE

NO CRISTIANO RONAL
KANE SET FOR ANOTHE
WHAT TO KNOW ABOU

JAMES ROBSON, MANCHESTER

E post-Cristiano Ronaldo and
Lionel Messi era in internatio-
nal soccer has officially begun.

Ronaldo’s retirement from the
Portuguese national team last week
followed Messi’s decision to step
down from Argentina after the
World Cup earlier this year.

The stage now belongs to the
likes of Kylian Mbappé, Lamine
Yamal and newly-crowned Ballon
d’Or winner Harry Kane, who are
all in Nations League action over
the next week.

Winning the Nations League
with Portugal last year was Ronal-
do’s final great act with his coun-
try. And despite his public fall out
with coach Jorge Jesus during the
last round of fixtures, prompting
the forward’s retirement, the team
has already secured its place in the
quarterfinals with a 100% record.

So too has World Cup winner
Spain. For England, France and
Germany, however, there is still
work to be done before they can
book their places.

Here’s what to know about the
next round of Nations League ga-
mes:

Ronaldo bowed out of inter-
national soccer as the all-time
men’s leading goal scorer (146) and

AD b

AP PHOTO

appearance maker (234).

While he ultimately fell short of
leading his country to a World Cup
crown, he won three major honors,
including the European Cham-
pionship and two Nations League
titles.

Yet his final years with Portugal
were often overshadowed by ques-
tions about whether he had gone
on too long or was holding back a
golden generation of talent.

Perhaps the answer to that will
become clearer as coach Jesus
leads a Portugal team without its

greatest player for the first time in
more than two decades.

A flawless start to the Nations
League, with Ronaldo playing a li-
mited part, suggests the future is
bright with top players like Bruno
Fernandes, Joao Neves and Vitinha
leading the way.

Goncalo Ramos may also finally
get the chance to establish himself
in attack four years after his World
Cup hat trick in Qatar appeared to
usher the end of Ronaldo’s reign.

Portugal plays Denmark Satur-
day and Wales Tuesday.

DO, HARRY
R RECORD AND
[ THE LEAGUE

Meanwhile, Erling Haaland’s
Norway sits bottom of Group A4
with just three points. Norway,
one of the surprise successes of the
World Cup, plays Wales Saturday
and Denmark Tuesday.

Can Spain add the Nations
League to its list of titles in recent
years, which includes the European
Championship in 2024 and the
World Cup?

It has already qualified for the
quarterfinals with a 100% record
and can confirm its place as Group
A3 winner ahead of England.

Spain plays Czech Republic on
Thursday when it will be confir-
med group winner by bettering En-
gland’s result against Croatia on the
same night.

Spain plays England in the final
group match on Sunday.

England will book its place in the
quarters if it avoids defeat against
Croatia.

Fresh from being crowned the
best player on the planet, Kane will
become England’s all-time record
appearance maker on 126 caps if
he plays against Croatia.

The England captain is alrea-
dy his country’s top scorer with 91
goals, ahead of second-place Way-
ne Rooney on 53.

Kane also holds records for the
most goals by an England player at
the World Cup (14) and the Euro-
pean Championship (seven, equal
with Alan Shearer).

Kane is equal third, with Messi,
for the most goals scored at ma-
jor tournaments, with 21 in total.
Ronaldo tops the list with 25 and
Mbappé is second with 23.

Jtirgen Klopp was hired to bring
the good times back to German
soccer, but he has failed to make an
immediate impact.

Germany won only one of four
games as Klopp took charge for
the first time in September and
October, suggesting there is no
quick fix for one of the traditional
powerhouses.

Germany is third in Group A2
and battling to advance to the
quarterfinals, three points behind
co-leaders Netherlands and Greece
with two games to go.

Germany plays Serbia on Fri-
day and Netherlands on Monday.
MDT/AP

New Rugby Season

Saturdays, 9-11am, Taipa Stadium

BOYS AND GIRLS, AGES 6 — 18

* Team working
* Co-operation
* Fitness and FuN

SIGN UP NOW!!
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Man United does ‘due diligence’ on
Pochettino becoming its next coach: source

JAMES ROBSON, MANCHESTER

ANCHESTER Uni-

ted is working on

a potential deal to

have U.S. men’s
team coach Mauricio Pochettino
to replace Michael Carrick, who
is under pressure after a dismal
start to the season, a source with
knowledge of the situation said
Wednesday.

United is in 18th place in the
Premier League standings after
10 rounds, the club’s worst start
in the modern era.

Pochettino is a candidate to
succeed Carrick, even though
the 54-year-old Argentine is un-
der contract with the U.S. team
through the 2030 World Cup.

A person with knowledge of
the situation told The Associa-
ted Press that preparations to
appoint Pochettino had been car-
ried out as a matter of “due dili-
gence.” The person spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
no final decision has been made
on Carrick’s future.

AP PHOTO

Eddie
Howe and Antonio Conte have
also been reported to be options
in recent weeks.

A decision was widely expec-
ted after a reported meeting sche-
duled in Monaco on Wednesday,

Julian Nagelsmann,

where minority owner Jim Ratcli-
ffe is based.

It is not uncommon for clubs
to weigh up potential candidates
and reach out to intermediaries
before deciding to fire a coach.

Pochettino, who has previous-

ly coached Southampton, Totte-
nham and Chelsea in the Premier
League, took over the U.S. team
in October 2024 and led it to the
round of 16 at this year’s World
Cup.

He was a leading candidate for

United in 2022 when Erik ten Hag
was ultimately hired.

Pochettino won the French
title with Paris Saint-Germain in
2022, but arguably his greatest
achievement was turning Totte-
nham into a serial title contender
in the Premier League and also
leading the London club to the
Champions League final in 2019.

He has never won a major tro-
phy in England, most recently
losing the final of the English Lea-
gue Cup with Chelsea in 2024.

Pochettino has often spoken
of his love for the Premier League
and retains a home in London.

Carrick, who said Sunday that
he would not walk away from the
job, was due to lead training We-
dnesday despite increased spe-
culation over his position.

United opted against firing
him last month, deciding to give
him time to turn around a wret-
ched start to the season, but Sun-
day’s 4-4 drawwith Aston Villa left
the 20-time English champion in
the relegation zone with just one
win from 10 games. MDT/AP
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ACADEMY
HPIE MR ERR
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DAILY TRAININGS

ACCURATE, TIMELY &
COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE,
PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,
_ KOREAN, SPANISH,
Services FRENCH, ARABIC,
[RANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

FKTRANZ

TRANSLATIONS LIMITED

Languages:

RUSSIAN

We translate +10,000 words a day

Emnil: salesiT kiranz. com mo

Tel: +853 2871 608172 Fax: +853 2871 G084
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QOPINION _

The Conversation

SoRelle W. Gaynor, Uni. of Virginia

DEMOCRATS' AGENDA
HINGES ON UNITY AND
COMPROMISE

The Democratic majority in the U.S. House and Senate
that was ushered in by a historic blue midterm vote is an
ideologically diverse one.

Candidates spent much of the past year differentiating
their positions from the mainstream Democratic coali-
tion. The result is a freshman class filled with as many pro-
gressive liberals as moderate problem solvers.

Centrist Democrats pointed to pragmatic moderates
flipping Trump-won seats. Liberal voices highlighted the
enthusiasm and turnout driven by a new, progressive vi-
sion.

I'm a political scientist who has worked in and now stu-
dies Congress. Figuring out the dynamics and direction
of the 120th Congress requires looking at more than the
ideological positions of the candidates who won.

While history demonstrates that an ideologically diverse
party can be hard to wrangle, the size of the new Demo-
cratic majority provides some breathing room for policy
negotiation and procedural debates.

Unlike the current Republican Caucus that is reliant on
keeping historically narrow majorities together to pass
party goals, future Democratic leadership can stand to
lose a few votes.

This breathing room provides the potential for negotia-
tion, while also limiting any mandate an ideological group
may claim.

If a group, say, the entirety of the Progressive Caucus’
100-plus membership, decides to stick together, leader-
ship will be forced to listen. Thus, the potential power of
ideological factions depends not only on their ideas but
their own organizational skills.

When groups in Congress develop practices such as con-
fidential meetings or binding rules that require members
vote together on certain votes, the legitimacy of group de-
mands can be strengthened.

The overarching policy goals for newly elected Demo-
crats are consistent across the ideological spectrum: lowe-
ring the cost of living and rooting out corruption.

My research has shown that a cohesive message is a key
part of winning and maintaining majority control.

However, the “blue tsunami” was powered by voters
with very specific policy demands. And as is always the
case with policymaking, the details matter. Does healthca-
rereform mean reinstating the Obamacare subsidies set to
expire on Jan. 1, 20272 Or does it mean something bolder,
such as Medicare for All?

While there is power in numbers, the organizational
strength and ultimate success of ideological groups in
Congress depend on how unified they can be around spe-
cific policy goals and proposals.

This means that who is doing the unifying also matters.

The success of any potential legislative package heavily
relies on congressional leaders’ knowledge of congres-
sional rules and their willingness to incorporate member
viewpoints.

But the power and success of congressional leadership
lie in its procedural acumen, not its ideological vision.
Furthermore, groups can extract concessions during lea-
dership selection in exchange for their support, such as
seats on powerful committees or an agreement on policy
agenda items.

Whois chosen as leader is not necessarily a signal of what
the party’s policy goals will be.

After all, the new Democratic margins in Congress are a
result of a collection of majority makers. The margins of
victory tell a story about more than presidential backlash.
Across the country, progressive enthusiasm and moderate
appeal turned voters toward the Democratic Party.

The 120th Congress will include progressives and mode-
rates and the establishment candidates in the middle that
are all required parts of the same whole. Achieving a con-
sequential majority in America requires coalition building
and maintenance. [Abridged]

THE

BUZZ

It’s time to act decisively and urgently to curb global warming,
which is wreaking havoc with deadly floods,heat waves and
other disasters, the United Nations chief told world leaders We-

dnesday as formal talks began at the U.N. climate conference in

Turkey.

“We know the truth. Now we must act on it because climate ac-
tion is more than a fight over a number or a thermometer,” U.N.
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres said in an opening speech.
“We are in the fight for our lives and our children’s future.”

But top leaders of the world’s three biggest polluting nations

— China, the United States and India, together responsible for
more than half of the world’s carbon dioxide emissions — ski-

pped the summit, known as COP31.

Their absence left a handful of national leaders and U.N. offi-
cials to press for action as a new report warned of a widening gap
between countries’ climate pledges and actual emissions cuts.

Scientists say global warming is likely to exceed 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels. Li-
miting warming to that threshold was a goal of the 2015 Paris
Agreement and remains a focus of international negotiations.
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Alice attends a dinner hosted by Jensen, Nvidia’s CEO, at a restaurant in Taipei, in May 2025

NVIDIA AFFAIR

ALICE HUANG, WHO
REPORTEDLY HAD AN AFFAIR
WITH JENSEN HUANG, IS A
CHINESE BANKER TURNED
TECH EXEC

HE was building a career

in Chinese finance before
turning to tech with a lea-
dership role at a data center
company in Singapore. He
is the high-profile CEO of
Nvidia, the California-based
company that makes com-
puter chips relied upon by
advanced artificial intelligen-
ce systems.

An affair between Nvi-
dia’s Jensen Huang and Ali-
ce Huang, who reportedly
was suspected of working as
a spy for Beijing, has rocked
the tech and political worlds.

The Chinese businesswo-
man also known as Huang
Le had a close relationship
with Jensen Huang, accor-
ding to reports over the past
month by the New York Ti-
mes. China has since refuted
the allegations.

In one widely shared pho-
tograph of the pair, Jensen
Huang and people surroun-
ding him are holding drinks
in Taipei, while Alice Huang
sits behind him, apparently
watching him in conversa-
tion. The picture was posted
in 2024 by software company
NetThunder to its LinkedIn
page.

It remains unclear how
long the affair lasted, and
when exactly the rela-
tionship might have ended.
The Associated Press was

unable to reach Alice Huang
for comment.

Publicly available infor-
mation about Alice Huang is
scant.

She was a Chinese finance
executive before becoming
involved in artificial inte-
lligence, data centers and
computer chips.

In 2023, she became a
director at Singapore-ba-
sed Megaspeed, which des-
cribes itself as an “NVIDIA
cloud partner.” Last year,
Megaspeed faced scrutiny
from the U.S. over its alleged
skirting of U.S. export restric-
tions and routing of a large
amount of advanced Nvidia
chips for Chinese users.

Megaspeed was incorpo-
rated in 2015 in Singapore
with the name 7Road Inter-
national, after being spun
off as the overseas arm of a
Chinese video game develo-
per, according to corporate
registration records.

Filings show that in Mar-
ch 2023, it renamed itself
Megaspeed International,
with all of the shares trans-
ferred to Huang Le Limited,
a company registered in the
British Virgin Islands.

That same month, Alice
Huangbecame Megaspeed’s
controlling shareholder, ac-
cording to research by the
C4ADS, a Washington-based

nonprofit focused on global
security.

But by November 2023,
she was no longer listed as a
director at Megaspeed, and
all her shares were transfer-
red to a Singaporean busi-
nessman, Tan Yong Pong,
who also is known as James
Tan.

Before Megaspeed, Alice
Huang previously held se-
nior positions at the Chinese
firm Shanghai Hexi Invest-
ment Co. from around 2015
to 2017, according to social
media posts and records
from Simuwang, a Chinese
private equity database.

Her roles at Hexi included
deputy general manager,
executive director and mem-
ber of the investment com-
mittee, according to Hexi’s
social media posts, among
possible other roles.

Hexi’s founder Kang Wei,
who appeared on some re-
cords alongside Alice Huang,
was fined in 2018 by China’s
securities regulator 400,000
yuan ($60,000) over financial
misconduct behaviors while
Hexi was fined 17.7 million
yuan ($2.7 million).

Before that, Alice Huang
worked at HSBC's Hong
Kong private banking arm
and at CITIC Securities, a
Chinese investment bank.
MDT/AP
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Portugal closed
approximately 8,000 schools
nationwide yesterday and
suspended nonessential
public services as Storm
Charles approached.
Authorities urged residents
to remainindoors amid
forecasts of heavy rain,
coastal flooding and winds
reaching 140 kph. Lisbon's
major technology conference
canceledits events.
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Italy Authorities evacuated
approximately 300 schools
across ltaly yesterday
following anonymous emailed
bomb threats. Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni said there was
no evidence ofimmediate
dangerand announcedan
investigation. The threats
followed similar disruptions
targeting European
institutions in recent weeks.

AP PHOTO

USA The White House
warned congressional
Democrats that planned
investigations into
President Donald Trump's
administration could
constitute criminal conduct.
Democrats, preparing to
control Congressin January,
rejected the warning

and pledged scrutiny of
administration finances,
immigration enforcement
andthe Jeffrey Epstein
investigation.

El Salvador President

Nayib Bukele faces growing
international scrutiny over his
deployment of 2,500 troops
to Haitito combat gangs.
The offensive, launched after
four Salvadoran technicians
disappeared, has raised
concerns about civilian safety
and political motivations
ahead of February's
presidential election.
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Nigeria A Nigerian court
orderedinvestigative
Jjournalist Daniel Ojukwu to
remainimprisoned pendinga
December 1 bail hearing over
alleged cybercrime violations.
His prosecution stems from
reporting on suspected
government financial
misconduct, renewing
concerns about authorities
using cybercrime legislation
againstindependent
Jjournalists.



