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A mainland television show stirred
debate in Macau after it captured the
entire process of Mario Ho drawing
on a wall on Travessa da Paixão
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WORLD BRIEFS
TIBET The U.S.
ambassador to China is
making a rare visit to Tibet
to meet local officials
and raise concerns
about restrictions on
Buddhist practices and
the preservation of the
Himalayan region’s unique
culture and language.
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More on p11

TAIWAN The U.S. health
secretary says the United
States has an “excellent
relationship with China,”
but insists rival Taiwan
should be granted
observer status at the U.N.
health agency’s biggest
yearly gathering. Alex
Azar spoke to reporters in
Geneva on the sidelines
of the start of the World
Health Organization’s
annual assembly, which
China’s government has
prevented Taiwan from
attending.
INDIA A prominent rights
group in Indian-controlled
Kashmir is advocating
for the United Nations to
establish a commission of
inquiry to investigate what
it calls the endemic use
of torture by government
forces amid a decades-long
anti-India uprising in the
disputed region. More on p12
More on backpage
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Democrat lawmakers want to
shed new light on Tiananmen
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CRIME

HONE scams have returned to the region and
continue to target young
students from the mainland studying at the University
of Macau (UM), the Judiciary
Police (PJ) spokesperson informed yesterday while reporting on
two new cases involving students
aged 18 and 19 years old.
Other scams targeting young
people have also been reported;
in particular, two cases involving
false information posted on online social network platforms.
According to the PJ spokesperson, the modus operandi of each
scam varies slightly according to
the victim, but in all cases eventually involves reference to a fake
police department or judiciary
authority in Beijing to scam the
victims out of large amounts of
money.
The first reported case was of a
19-year-old student who received
an initial call from a worker at a
telecom company claiming that
his phone number would be canceled in the next two hours due
to suspicious activity from the
number and suspicions of identity theft.
The alleged operator then offered to transfer the call to the
police department for further
details. The alleged police officer
then informed the victim that he
was involved in a case of receipt
of illegal funds, stating that an
inspection of his house had been
undertaken revealing several
bankcards in his name. The alleged police officer claimed that the

local Public Prosecutions Office
had already issued an order for
his detention.
After that, the victim was invited to register on a mobile application to add personal information and data.
At a later stage, the scammer
asked for money to transfer to
an account and asked the victim to login to another website,
where the victim would enter in
his banking information such as
cards, pins, and passcodes.
On May 16, after fulfilling these requirements, the student
became suspicious at the lack of
further communication from the
people who had been contacting
him. Upon checking his bank account, he realized that all the money in it – a sum of RMB7,400
– was gone.
In a different case, another student received a similar call on
May 14, but this time via a recording which stated that his phone
had been implicated in illegal activity and that he should call a given number to contact the police.
The student was guided to the
same website as the first victim
where he submitted his personal
data and banking information.
The next day, he received a call,
allegedly from Beijing, asking

P

Phone scams are back, still
targeting university students
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him to transfer the amount
of RMB10,000 to support
the investigation of his case.
After making the first payment,
he received another call requesting a further RMB15,000.
Three days later and after fulfilling the requests for funds, the
victim was informed by fellow
university students that several of
them had received the same calls,
which were known to be scams.
He then sought help from the PJ.
During the investigation, he
checked his bank account, realizing that he had not only lost
the RMB25,000 that he had
transferred directly to the scammers, but also that the remaining
RMB15,000 in his account had
been withdrawn, making a total
loss of RMB40,000.
WECHAT SCAMS
TARGET EASY PREY
The PJ also reported a case
involving another 19-year-old
student from the University of
Macau who was reportedly lured
into a scam after seeing a false
post on a friend’s WeChat account.
He told the police that he had
known this friend for two years,
although they had not been in
contact.

On May 19, he read a post from
the friend that stated a certain
company was giving away refunds of RMB300,000 to their
customers. Deciding to join
the “special promotion” by the
alleged company, he was informed that he would have to pay
RMB3,000 in order to get a refund of RMB6,666, which he
promptly accepted.
The company then sent him a
QR code for him to scan in order to proceed with the payment
but after such payment, he was
informed that to activate the platform, he would have to pay another RMB5,000.
As he found the request unreasonable, he decided to give
up the promotion and called for
a refund but was informed that
even for the refund he would
have to pay the RMB5,000 to activate the platform. Trusting that
this would grant him his money
back he transferred the additional RMB5,000, only to be asked
for another RMB3,000 due to
difficulties with the processing of
the refund.
For the third time, he transferred the requested funds before
losing contact with the person
and realizing that he had been
scammed.
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He then reported the case to the
PJ with a total loss of RMB11,000.
In a separate case, a 22-year-old
woman reported a scam on the
same social network platform involving the acquisition of concert
tickets for the upcoming concert
of the South Korean girl group
“Blackpink” in Macau.
According to the victim’s report,
she saw one of her WeChat contacts advertising ticket sales for
the concert, and she contacted
them to ask for more information.
She was informed that the tickets would cost HKD1,300 each,
and since she wanted two, she
needed to pay HKD2,600.
The announcement stated that
such tickets were special and
only available for casino high
rollers so after the payment was
made (also using a QR code
sent by the account), she would have to pick up the tickets on
the concert day from the casino.
On May 18, when she wanted to
ask for some additional information on the concert, she was
informed that the company from
which she had reserved the tickets was to close and could no longer provide the tickets.
She then reported the case to
the PJ.
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HE upcoming June 4
Vigil to mark the 30th
anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Incident is proving the impetus for
the democrat faction among
Macau’s lawmakers to call for
the “rehabilitation” of the historical event in the city.
Lawmakers Sulu Sou, Ng
Kuok Cheong and Au Kam San
have submitted a motion to the
President of the Legislative Assembly, Ho Iat Seng, calling attention to the historical event.
According to All About Macau, the lawmakers point out
that the historical truth does
not care for the official evaluation of events.
The lawmakers write that, in
order to put the country back
on the path of democratic development, it is hoped that the
1989 pro-democracy movement will be rehabilitated in
the minds of the people. The
democrats also want an inquiry
opened into the events of that
year, which have been suppressed by the Chinese government, as well as compensation
given to the victims and the families, according to the law.
The annual candlelight vigil
is held in memory of the events
that occurred on June 4, 1989
in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square,

DANIEL BEITLER

Democrat lawmakers call for
Tiananmen ‘rehabilitation’
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Cotai assault
not linked to
gambling, say
police
An assault in Cotai in which
three men were injured and
another was killed is still
under investigation by the
Judiciary Police (PJ). Two
of the three injured parties
have been released from the
hospital, while the other is in
a stable condition. The PJ told
the media that preliminary
investigations revealed no
connection between the assault
and casino interests. There
were also no indications that
the assault was connected with
any illegal money exchange.
According to the PJ, the
investigation is confidential,
but information will be released
publicly when appropriate.

Police call for
witnesses of
Sunday’s traffic
accidents
An aspect of the June 4 Vigil in 2018

when pro-democracy protestors were violently repressed.
A vigil is held in Macau each
year to commemorate the Tiananmen Square Incident. It
has been held in Senado Square in recent years, counting the

attendance of a few hundred
participants on each occasion.
Last year, the turnout was
approximately 200.
A much larger event is held in
neighboring Hong Kong, which
usually draws the attention of

international media. Last year,
the memorial event reportedly
attracted between 40,000 and
100,000 people, who packed
Victoria Park chanting “End one-party dictatorship!” and “Building a democratic China!” DB

Campaigning for CE Election
Committee to start June 1
Staff reporter

T

HE Electoral Affairs
Commission has announced that the campaigning period for the
election of the Chief Executive Election Committee members will start
at midnight on June 1,
and end at 11:59 p.m. on
June 14, running for a
total of two weeks. Any
promotion outside of
this period is strictly forbidden by the law. The
election will be held on
June 16.
According to the Basic
Law, the Chief Executive
is to be elected by a “widely representative Election Committee,” which
in this election consists
of 400 electors, proportionally from the business sector; cultural,
education, and professional sectors; the labor,
social service, and religion sectors; as well as

MACAU

The president of the Electoral Affairs Commission for the Chief Executive Election, Song Man Lei
(center), briefs reporters after a Commission meeting yesterday

the law-making bodies
and consultative bodies
in Macau and Beijing.
In addition, anybody having the intention
to run for the top post
should obtain nominations from at least 66
electors from the con-

cerned Election Committee, apart from meeting
other requirements stated in the Basic Law.
The upcoming campaigning period is for
those empowered to
elect the electors that
will comprise the Elec-

tion Committee, and not
for Chief Executive candidates themselves.
As the Election Committee is made up of
people from various sectors, organizations meeting certain requirements set forth in the law can

nominate their respective representatives for
the Election Committee.
Considering that the
opinions of organizations within a sector
may differ, an election is
held to determine which
members will be represented in the Election
Committee prior to the
Chief Executive Election.
The legal requirement
for an elector is an individual - or “natural
person” – who can only
represent one entity, or
“legal person.” Accordingly, two nominations
for the Election Committee Member Election
have been voided by the
Electoral Affairs Committee for attempting to
represent more than one
entity.
At present, Legislative
Assembly President Ho
Iat Seng is the only declared candidate for the upcoming Chief Executive
election. If approved by
the Election Committee,
he will be the third person to serve in the role
since the 1999 handover.

On Sunday night, a woman in
her 30s was hit by a vehicle
on Avenida do Almirante
Lacerda. The woman traveled
20 meters from the impact
and was rendered unconscious
with a head injury. Early
investigation indicated that the
driver had run a red light, and
police obtained CCTV footage
to assist the investigation.
Meanwhile, a 90-year-old
man sustained injuries to
his head, arms and leg in a
crash yesterday on Avenida
do Colonel Mesquita, and is
still in hospital after losing
consciousness after the crash.
As investigations continue,
the police are searching for
witnesses of both crashes, as
well as possible video footage
of the accidents.

Lawmaker
suggests new
attractions on
idle land
Macau’s annual number of
tourists has risen every year in
the past decade, impacting the
daily life of residents, according
to some observers. Due to the
lack of clear distinction between
tourism spots and residential
areas, lawmaker Leong Sun
Iok has recommended that
the government make use
of idle land to develop new
tourist attractions to strike
a balance between tourism
development and normal life.
Leong suggested the old Iek
Long Firecracker Factory, Lai
Chi Vun, and the undeveloped
Ocean World in Taipa. In
response, the tourism authority
head said she deemed further
research necessary before any
decision could be made.
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Gov’t could issue
MOP20,000 fine
over defaced
‘heritage’ wall
Staff reporter

A

mainland television show has
stirred debate in Macau after it
captured the entire process of Mario
Ho, youngest son of gambling tycoon Stanley Ho, drawing on a wall
on Travessa da Paixão.
The head of the Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO) said
on Sunday that the matter was not
under the authority of her Office, but
rather the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) and the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM).
Lawmaker Sulu Sou has expressed
the opinion that this comment gave
the general public the impression
that the government would resolve
the case using the Cultural Heritage
Law, mainly Article 35, which states
that the appropriate punishment is
a fine ranging from MOP2,000 to
MOP20,000.
Ho apologized to the public via a
social media account, promising to
take responsibility for the incident.
Sou brought up a similar case from
2015 in the St Lazarus District, in
ad

which four Filipino men were caught
graffitiing on the wall of a heritage
building opposite the Albergue.
The men, who said that they had
done it out of playfulness, were charged by the Judiciary Police (PJ) with
the crime of serious damage. The
maximum penalty for this is five
years’ imprisonment.
As such, Sou questioned the different treatment of both cases, but
acknowledged that the MGTO head
had said the authorities still needed
to engage in further follow up and
evaluation of Ho’s case.
Yesterday, the IC clarified that the
affected wall is only in the buffer
zone of a cultural heritage site; the
Ruins of St Paul’s. This situation
will make the Cultural Heritage Law
inapplicable.
Because the wall on which Ho drew
is part of a privately-owned building,
it is now at the owner’s discretion
whether or not to file a legal suit
against Ho. Sou thought that even if a
suit is filed, it will likely be a civil case.
In the 2015 case, the IC claimed it
spent MOP21,000 on fixing the wall.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

CIVIL PROTECTION BILL

‘Biased, unfounded and
Lynzy Valles

M

EDIA and law
experts
have
expressed concerns about article 25 of the civil protection
law, calling on authorities to
amend the article and clarify
the controversial expression,
“biased, unfounded and fake
news.”
Last week, the government
moved forward with its proposed civil protection law,
sending it to the Legislative
Assembly, Macau’s rubberstamp parliament, for approval. The city’s top security
official, Secretary Wong Sio
Chak, has said on several occasions that he wants to see
the bill enter into force “before the typhoon season this
year,” stressing his sense of
urgency.
The bill formerly specified
a new crime of social alarm,
but it now states it as “a crime against safety, order and
public peace during sudden
incidents of public nature.”
Yesterday, the Macau Portuguese and English Press
Association (AIPIM) slam-

med a phrase uncovered in
article 25 - namely “biased,
unfounded and fake news” –
that was never under discussion during the public consultation phase.

This provision
is intended to
serve as one
more legal
tool […] to
intimidate,
muzzle and
persecute
people for
political
reasons.

ANTÓNIO KATCHI
LEGAL EXPERT

Their great concern comes
in part from the vague and
subjective nature of the expressions and concepts used,

but also from the fact that the
government introduced the
concept after the public consultation was complete.
“AIPIM has great reservations concerning the expression ‘fake news’ in itself, and
considers the qualification
‘biased and unfounded’ inadequate and highly subjective, posing a risk at the level
of press freedom, the editorial independence of the
media and citizens’ right to
information,” the association
said.
President of AIPIM José
Carlos Matias expressed to
the Times that such wording
in the law threatens to result
in arbitrariness of interpretation and enforcement.
He noted that the proposed
bill raises concerns over what
might become the standards
and qualifications of “biased,
unfounded and fake news.”
“We are [against] language
and terms which are vague
and highly subjective,” he
said. “This proposes a lot of
risk in terms of abuse in the
enforcement of this law.”
The proposed legislation
was raised after the circu-
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fake news’ terms under fire by experts

Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak

lation of rumors and social
alarm during Typhoon Hato
back in 2017.
At a press conference last
week, Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak stressed that there needed to be
“intentional” harm caused
by the spreading of rumors
and not just negligence involved. He said that the bill
would not be used as a carte
blanche to “arrest someone
just because he disclosed
some news.”
However, some fear that
the expressions used in
the proposed bill remain
problematic,
particularly
in their scope for interpretation and particularly for
journalists.
Matias believes that the law
is not necessary as there are
already similar provisions
in city’s penal code and the
press law in the SAR.
“There is a whole framework that already has the
normal boundaries of our
[journalist] activities, [so]
why the need for this law and
new type of crime that specifically targets our activity?
We see lot of risks here,” said

the media industry representative.
Matias believes it would be
better to counter fake news,
prevalent in many regions,
with education and awareness.
Legal expert António Katchi agreed and said the
media should be worried
about the provision and fight
against it.
Katchi criticized the expression for being too broad.
For example, he said, the
word “unfounded” is problematic as authorities may
claim a certain piece of news
is unfounded, while the journalist, in order to protect the
source, is unable to prove
that it is founded or that he
had every reason to believe it
was founded.
The legal expert also
believes that the move
may be instructed by
the central government.
“This provision is intended
to serve as one more legal tool in the hands of the
Communist Party of China’s
ruling elite, using its local
subordinates as intermediaries, to intimidate, muzzle

and persecute people for political reasons or for political
purposes,” Katchi told the
Times.
“It’s one more weapon in an
ever-increasing legislative
arsenal that the government
has been building, certainly
under pressure of, and instructions from, the central
authorities,” he added.
As with any criminal law,
several entities will be involved in the process and the
courts will have the final say.
However, the people targeted by the authorities will
have already been affected
by the process leading the
case to the judiciary.
“Any pretext to launch criminal proceedings against
somebody is a problem, because criminal proceedings
are a problem in themselves,
even when they don’t end in
condemnation,” Katchi argued.
The crime of the proposed
bill has a penalty of imprisonment of two years or a
fine equivalent to 240 days,
but could also be aggravated
to three years of imprisonment.
ad
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MGTO rolls out lucky draws
in celebration of handover
HE Macau Government Tourism Office
(MGTO) is launching a
promotion for visitors to
the city in celebration of
the 20th anniversary of the
handover. The Office will
hold monthly lucky draws
on the 20th day of every
month between May and
November. The first round
of the lucky draws was held
yesterday.
On the 20th day of each
month in the promotion period, tourists can visit MGTO’s information counters
at the Outer Harbor Ferry
Terminal, Taipa Ferry Terminal, Macau International
Airport or the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge’s
Macau Port to enter the lucky draw.
Participants will have the
chance to win souvenirs
including locally-designed
magnets with special cultural and creative elements. These magnet souvenirs
were designed by local busiad

Staff reporter

GCS

T

Tourism
authority
launches survey to
study tourist tax

T

Visitors win the special magnet souvenirs

nesses following a partnership struck with MGTO.
Designed to be part of a
“series”, the monthly souvenirs are imbued with the diverse colors of the tourism
landscape in Macau from
events and festivals, cultural heritage to signature delicacies and other elements,
according to the Office.
Visitors can collect and
piece together the seven

monthly magnet souvenirs
won from the lucky draws
into an image of Macau’s famous landmark – the Ruins
of St. Paul’s.
According to the tourism
authority, the collectable
nature of the souvenirs has
the purpose of encouraging
repeat visitation to Macau.
During the period, the
local cultural and creative
business involved in the

partnership also launched
another series of magnet
souvenirs designed for sale,
available in limited quantity for purchase through
souvenir vending machines
at designated locations. Interested visitors can purchase and collect this series
of souvenirs themed after
the 20th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Macau
SAR. DB

HE Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) began its survey on the
“feasibility of imposing a tourist tax” yesterday.
The MGTO deputy head has stated the
Office may lengthen the duration of data
collection depending on the quantity of
the data collected.
The survey is a response to complaints
regarding the impact of the recent tourism
influx on the normal life of residents and
is available on the Office’s website. It takes
approximately five minutes to complete.
There are seven questions, with specific questions regarding the target and
amount of the levy.
The survey also collects responses about
respondents’ impressions of the effectiveness of 11 strategies to address visitors’
growth.
Meanwhile, the survey is also being conducted offline at immigration checkpoints, as well as through hardcopy distribution to tourism industry workers.
MGTO chief Helena de Senna Fernandes
earlier stated that in her opinion an arrival levy on tourists would be incompatible
with the Macau’s objective of becoming an
international tourism center.
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Brazil wants to expand strategic
partnership with China
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Hong Kong
resumes fresh
pork supply
Hong Kong resumed its fresh
pork supply yesterday, with about
2,000 live pigs transported to two
local abattoirs for auction, Radio
Television Hong Kong reported.
The Sheung Shui and Tsuen Wan
slaughterhouses resumed service on
May 20, but the city’s total supply of
fresh pork is estimated to be around
60% of what was previously offered,
according to RTHK. Approval
has been given for live pigs to be
imported from the mainland to Hong
Kong, Chui Tak-yi, acting secretary
for the Food and Health Bureau,
said at a media session on Sunday.
The Hong Kong government issued
an order this month to cull all pigs
in a slaughterhouse where one was
found to be infected with the African
Swine virus, a move that it said was
necessary before supply from China
could resume. China had suspended
the transport of all live pigs to Hong
Kong after the first case of African
swine fever was found in the city, the
South China Morning Post previously
reported. (More on p10-11)

Over 7,000 kg of
ivory products
seized

Brazilian Vice President Hamilton Mourão

T

HE government of
Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro wants to strengthen and
expand trade ties between
Brazil and China, which is the
message that Vice President
Hamilton Mourão will give to
Chinese President Xi Jinping
at a meeting scheduled for
Friday, 24 May, in Beijing.
“China is of fundamental
importance to us as it is the
engine of the world economy
[…] accounting for more than
a third of the world’s gross
domestic product,” said Mourão in an interview given to
Macauhub in Brasilia.
The Brazilian vice president recalled that China is a
major importer of food, and
Brazil is a major producer of
these products, “so we have
demand on the one hand and
supply on the other, which
creates a strategic partnership.”
Mourão told Macauhub
that, in addition to the commercial issue, the Brazilian
government intends, in the
year in which Brazil and China celebrate 45 years of diplomatic relations, to establish a
relationship of trust with the
Chinese.
Another important theme of
the meeting will be the “New

Silk Road,” a global project
in which the Chinese government plans to invest about
USD1 trillion (MOP8.08
trillion) in infrastructure projects in different parts of the
world, including Asia, Europe, the Middle East and Africa.
According to Mourão, Brazil
is hoping to receive a proposal for the country’s participation in this initiative.
“We have a critical interest,”
he said, explaining that the
investment should be applied
“to what we consider important to us and not only to
what is important to them but
will be of mutual benefit.”
Mourão is due to meet
with his counterpart, Wang
Qishan, on Thursday, 23
May, for the meeting of the
Fifth Plenary Session of the
Sino-Brazilian
High-Level
Commission for Coordination
and Cooperation (Cosban), a
mechanism that is traditionally headed by the vice presidents of the two countries
and had been at a standstill
since 2015.
In March, Mourão attended the meeting in Brasilia,
which relaunched the work
of the commission, originally
established in 2004, and the
vice-president is of the opi-

nion that this platform must
be strengthened in order to
align and organize the portfolio of projects and investments between the two countries,
which involves the interests
of state and municipal governments.
Over the last ten years, China has been Brazil’s main
trade and economic partner,
with a cumulative amount of
direct investment of over $70
billion for the period from
2003 to March 2019, according to the Foreign Investment Bulletin published by
the Ministry of Economy.
Most of the Chinese projects
are concentrated in the energy and infrastructure sector,
which is the area that, according to Mourão, remains the
focus of interest in Brazil for
the Asian partner’s resources,
whether in logistics, roads,
roads railways, or ports.
Mourão noted that the huge
potential of renewable energies in Brazil, especially in the
wind segment, is an opportunity for Chinese capital.
“We could have a ‘Green
Belt and Road,’ with massive
investments in Northeastern
states, to harness wind and
solar energy, which could
really help that region in economic terms,” he said.

Among the projects of interest to Brazil, the Vice President said, are the Transoceanic Railroad, which will link
the Atlantic oceans in Brazil
and the Pacific in Peru, over a
distance of more than 4,000
kilometres.
Mourão said the project is
in the national interest and
would benefit the Mercosur
region in general, becoming
a major factor of integration
and facilitating the flow of
exports to China, noting that
“we will negotiate this project, which I think is very important to Brazil.”
In addition to working to
expand trade with China,
Brazil wants to change the investment profile, focusing on
projects with higher added
value and employing Brazilian workers. “Because we export iron ore and receive steel
back, so we have to change
this reality.”
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro is scheduled to visit
China next August and is due
to meet Xi Jinping and three
months later the Chinese President is due to travel to Brasília for the BRICS summit
meeting, a group that includes Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, scheduled for 13 and 14 November.

A total of 7,746 kg of ivory and
ivory products have been seized
in Guangdong Province in the
first four months of this year,
according to customs authorities of
the province. Guangdong customs
busted 67 cases of endangered
species smuggling in the same
period. Apart from the ivory items,
a batch of live pangolins, eagles, and
giant salamanders have also been
seized. The Chinese government
suspended imports of ivory and all
ivory products in 2015 and ended
commercial processing and sales of
ivory at the end of 2017.

Starbucks opens
‘silent cafe’ in
Guangzhou
Starbucks has opened a “silent
cafe” in Guangzhou, where about
half of the staff are people with
hearing loss, as part of an initiative
to support the employment of
people with disabilities. “This
might be the quietest Starbucks of
over 3,800 shops on the Chinese
mainland,” said Leo Tsoi, chief
operating officer of Starbucks China.
Fourteen of the 30 staff at the shop,
located in Yuexiu district which
officially opened over the weekend,
are hearing impaired. The shop
has a specially-designed ordering
system that allows people to place
orders without saying a word. For
example, all the drinks and food are
numbered to facilitate the ordering,
and customers can also choose to
write down their specific needs. “We
cannot hear you but would like to
share a tasty coffee with you,” said
Chen Siting, who works at the store.
“I believe more people like me could
find a career they are passionate
about in the future.”
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UROPEAN companies
operating in China said
doing business became
harder over the last year,
with slowing output, rising wages, the trade war and other factors adding to challenges in the
world’s second-largest economy.
Fifty-three percent of respondents said operations in China
had grown more difficult, according to the survey of business
confidence released Monday by
the European Chamber of Commerce in China. That compares
to 48% who said the same last
year.
China’s economic slowdown
was ranked as the top concern in
the survey, which was conducted
in January and February. Since
then, the economy has continued
to lose momentum, with weak
domestic consumption and exports weighing on growth.
The next biggest concerns were
the global economic slowdown
and rising labor costs, followed
by the U.S.-China trade war.
Earlier this year American companies listed similar concerns,
with “bilateral tensions” just
behind long-standing issues such
as labor costs and inconsistent
policy interpretation and uneven
enforcement.
“What we need for the European businesses in China is a
predictable, reliable, fair business environment,” Charlotte
Roule, China Vice President of
EU Chamber, said at a press conference on Monday. Many of the
top concerns for the European
companies in terms of China’s
regulatory obstacles are what triggered the dispute with the U.S.,
“but to us, those issues require or
deserve a WTO case,” she said,
referring to the World Trade Organization.
NOT FANS OF US
METHODS
That is what the European
Union is doing, and the chamber
doesn’t support using U.S. methods to solve the challenges it
faces in China, she said.
Over a third of the 585 European companies that responded

BLOOMBERG
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Doing business in China in 2019
harder for European firms

to the survey said they had been
negatively affected by the tariffs
the U.S. and China have imposed in the trade war. However,
as many European companies in
China are aimed at the domestic market, the majority of firms
have been unaffected.
Only 6% of companies have
moved or are considering moving relevant production out of
China, but any escalation of tensions would “take a heavy toll on
business sentiment, leading to a
tightening of investments,” the
chamber said in the report.
European firms continue to
complain about restrictions on
market access and regulatory
obstacles, two longstanding issues that foreign companies face.
REFORM DEFICIT
The chamber also highlighted
a “reform deficit” - in which Chi-

na’s reform and opening up has
failed to keep pace with rapid
economic growth.
“One of the more significant
shortcomings of China’s reform
agenda is that certain high-level
promises to improve its business
environment for international
companies have failed to translate into concrete action,” it said.
The EU has been frustrated by
the slow pace of talks with Beijing since 2013 on a bilateral investment accord that would scale
back Chinese market barriers
for European companies. A joint
statement signed at a China-EU
meeting last month signaled important Chinese concessions over
curbing subsidies to domestic industries and facilitating market
access for foreign companies.
In a recent policy paper on China, the EU described the country as a “cooperation partner” in

some areas and a “systemic rival”
in others. “This requires a flexible and pragmatic whole-of-EU
approach enabling a principled
defense of interests and values,”
said the March 12 paper by the
European Commission, the
bloc’s executive arm.
FORCED TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER
The EU Chamber of Commerce report also highlighted the
continued concerns about forced technology transfers, with
20% of respondents saying they
had felt compelled to hand over
know-how in order to maintain
market access. This was an increase from 10% in 2017, and
was a particular issue in high-value, high-tech industries
such as chemicals and petroleum, medical devices, pharmaceuticals and cars.

On other fronts, China is becoming more innovative in the
eyes of European companies.
Sixty-two percent of companies
surveyed said their Chinese
peers are equally or more innovative than European firms in
2019, the second year a majority
of respondents said that. Eighty-one percent think this is an
opportunity, probably because
it leads to better suppliers and
stronger competition, according
to the survey.
There was also a significant
jump in European companies’
perceptions of how innovative
China over the past few years.
In 2019, 38% of respondents
said China’s innovation and
R&D environment was more
favorable than the worldwide
average, compared to 60% last
year and 15% in 2016, the survey showed. MDT/Bloomberg

corporate bits
melco invites local youth to
entertainment show elēkrŏn

Recently, about 30 students
and professionals from University of Macau’s Faculty of
Business Administration and
the Macau Marketing Institute
were invited to a backstage tour
of Studio City’s latest entertainment show Elēkrŏn, followed
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by a dialog exchange session
with Melco’s marketing management executives.
Meanwhile, a total of 90 pupils, professionals and academic staff from the two institutions enjoyed the Elēkrŏn
show performance, courtesy of

Melco, and as part of the operators’ local youth development
initiatives.
“Youth development and education are key pillars of Melco’s
corporate social responsibility,”
said Akiko Takahashi, Executive
Vice President, Chief Officer of
Human Resources and Corporate Social Responsibility of
Melco Resorts & Entertainment.
“[We] hope the experience of
visiting Melco’s world-class premium leisure facilities, seeing
the behind-the-scenes action
and meeting our management
team inspires creativity and innovation for the students and
professionals in the field of
marketing.”
As of the end of April, Melco
has extended close to 13,000
invitations to community beneficiaries to enjoy Elēkrŏn as part
of its corporate social responsibility program to promote the arts.

sands macao celebrates 15th anniversary with
complimentary boxed lunches for taxi drivers

Following an annual tradition dating back to the property’s 2004 opening, Sands
Macao treated local taxi drivers to complimentary boxed
lunches Saturday, in celebration of the hotel and entertainment complex’s 15th

anniversary.
Sands Macao employees
handed out a total of around 200 meal packs to taxi
drivers arriving at the hotel
Saturday. The meals featured double-boiled pork and
sea conch soup with matsu-

take mushrooms and Chinese herbs, sautéed prawn and
sea maw with honey bean in
XO sauce, poached chicken
with spicy salts and ginger
dip, and braised sea conch
slices and conpoy with broccoli.
Danny Tang, Sands Macao’s vice president and general manager, said: “Sands
Macao is very pleased to
be celebrating this significant milestone of 15 years
in Macau. We are grateful to
the Macau community for its
support over the years, and
are happy to celebrate this
anniversary, as we do each
year, by thanking Macau’s
taxi drivers for the 24-hour
service they provide to Macau’s locals and visitors.”
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ONG Kong retiree Lee
Wai-man loves pork fresh
from the market but eats a lot
less now that the price has jumped as China struggles with a
deadly swine disease that has
sent shockwaves through global
meat markets.
China produces and consumes
two-thirds of the world’s pork,
but output is plunging as Beijing destroys herds and blocks
shipments to stop African swine
fever. Importers are filling the
gap by buying pork as far away
as Europe, boosting prices by up
to 40% and causing shortages in
other markets.
“I’m a fresh-pork lover, but it’s
too expensive,” Lee, 87, said as
she shopped at a Hong Kong
market.
African swine fever doesn’t
harm humans but is fatal and
spreads quickly among pigs. It
was first reported in August in
China’s northeast. Since then, 1
million pigs have died and the
disease has spread to 31 of China’s 34 provinces, according to
the U.N. Food and Agriculture
Organization.
The outbreak’s scale is unprecedented, said Dirk Pfeiffer, a
veterinary epidemiologist at the
City University of Hong Kong.
“This is probably the most
complex animal disease we have
ever had to deal with,” Pfeiffer
said.
China’s shortfall is likely to be
so severe it will match Europe’s
annual pork output and exceed
U.S. production by 30%, industry researchers say.
“Everyone wants to import as
much pork as possible,” said industry analyst Angela Zhang of
IQC Insights. She said the trend
is likely to accelerate as Chinese
production falls.
That’s a boost for farmers

in Germany, Spain and other
countries with healthy pigs but
hard on families in Southeast
Asia and other poor markets
that rely on pork for protein.
This year’s Chinese pork output might fall by up to 35%,
according to Rabobank, a Dutch
bank.
Global supplies will be “redirected to China,” the bank’s
researchers said in an April report. It said the “unprecedented
shift” in trade will likely cause
shortages in other markets.
Grocery shoppers in Germany,
Japan and other high-income markets grumble at paying
more for kielbasa or tonkatsu,
but short supplies are a serious
concern in places such as Cambodia where pork is the only
meat many families can afford.
Cambodia’s live hog price jumped 37% in the past six months,
according to Srun Pov, president of the Cambodia Livestock
Raiser Association. He said the
country is buying about 30% of
its daily needs of 500-600 tons
from Thailand.
“Pork is important to us,” said
Chhe Pich as a butcher weighed
her purchase in the Cambodian
capital, Phnom Penh. “Even
though the current price is a bit
high, I have to buy it to serve my
family.”
The U.S. Department of Agriculture expects China’s pork imports to soar 41% this year over
2018 to 2.2 million tons. There’s
no immediate end in sight as
“evidence mounts that China
will be unable to eradicate ASF
in the near-term,” it said in a recent report.
The jolt to the global meat industry highlights China’s voracious demand for food for its 1.4
billion people, the potential for
wider disruptions if its own production falters and its growing
ability to outbid other customers for supplies.

Vendor Khov Sokhouy, 56, cuts pork to sell to customers at the Phsar Kandal market
in Phnom Penh

AP PHOTO

Pig disease outbreak pushes up global pork

White disinfectant powder is sprinkled on the soil around a pig farm owned by farmer Yang Wenguo in Jiangjiaqiao village in Hebei Provinc

African swine fever was first
reported in August in China’s
northeast. Since then, 1 million
pigs have died and the disease
has spread to 31 of China’s 34
provinces, according to the FAO.
Outbreaks have been reported
in Cambodia, Mongolia, South
Africa and Vietnam.
It’s been found among a small
number of wild boars, which can
spread the disease, in Russia
and seven European countries.
Yang Wenguo, a farmer in
Jiangjiaqiao, a village a twohour drive northeast of Beijing,
said he has lost 800 pigs. He
now has a few dozen.
Most of Yang’s pens are empty. White pus drips from bloodshot eyes of one surviving hog.
Foam drips from another’s
mouth. Smaller pigs cough.
Yang dosed his animals with
government-subsidized medications but they kept getting sick.
The government hauls away
dead animals and pays compensation of 1,000 yuan (USD145)
for a sow and 20 yuan ($3) for
a piglet.
“You buy pigs, then they all
die,” he said, walking on ground covered in disinfectant that
looks like dirty snow. Only about
60 to 70 pigs remain from total
herds of about 3,000 in Jiangjiaqiao.

Four other families in the village that raised pigs have stopped,
Yang said, “No one can bear losing all the pigs they raise.” He’d
like to sell his farm and find
work in the city but no one wants to buy.

China’s
shortfall is likely
to be so severe
it will match
Europe’s annual
pork output
and exceed
US production
by 30%
The USDA forecasts China’s
total hog herd will shrink by 18%
this year to 350 million animals,
the lowest level since the 1980s.
In Hong Kong, authorities destroyed 6,000 pigs at one slaughterhouse after an animal imported from the mainland was
found to be infected.
“More and more customers
are switching from roast pork
to other roast meat like chicken
and duck,” said restaurant ow-

ner Siu Si-man.
Chinese authorities respond
to outbreaks by temporarily
banning shipments of pigs from
any province where a case is reported.
That has caused retail prices
to spike in big cities cut off from
supplies. Prices paid to farmers
have collapsed in areas with a
surplus of pigs they can’t export.
A half-hour drive from Yang’s
farm, Wang Lijun breeds his
own piglets to avoid buying infected animals. His herd shrank
from 160 to 170 animals to about
20 to 30 but none died this year.
“All farmers are cutting production,” he said, walking past
a row of cages holding pregnant
sows.
The number of sows needed for
breeding had fallen 19% from a
year ago by the end of February,
which suggests supply will plunge through next year, the USDA
forecasts.
“China’s herd-rebuilding will
be slow and take years,” said
Rabobank.
In Vietnam, the government
said in mid-May that 1.2 million
pigs, or about 5% of its total
herds, had died or been destroyed. Rabobank expects Vietnamese pork production to fall
10% this year from 2018.
China’s biggest foreign pork
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HE U.S. ambassador
to China is making a
rare visit to Tibet to
meet local officials and
raise concerns about restrictions on Buddhist practices
and the preservation of the Himalayan region’s unique culture and language.
The U.S. Embassy in Beijing
said Terry Branstad is visiting the Tibetan Autonomous
Region and neighboring Qinghai province from Sunday
through Saturday. Qinghai is
a traditionally Tibetan region
also known as Amdo and the
birthplace of the Dalai Lama,
Tibet’s exiled Buddhist leader.
Branstad’s visit will include
official meetings along with
visits to religious and cultural heritage sites, schools, and
“other places of interest,” the
embassy said in a statement.
The embassy called the visit
“a chance for the ambassador
to engage with local leaders
to raise longstanding concerns.” It said Branstad would
also “learn first-hand about
the region’s unique cultural,
religious, and ecological significance.”
China tightly restricts access
to Tibet by foreigners, especially journalists and diplomats. In response to the lack of
access, the U.S. Congress last
year passed the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act, which denies
entry to the United States for
anyone “substantially involved
in the formulation or execution
of policies related to access for
foreigners to Tibetan areas.”
China says Tibet has been
part of its territory for centuries, but many Tibetans say
they were effectively an independent nation for most of

U.S. Ambassador Terry Edward Branstad with President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

that time. Beijing’s control was
most recently asserted when
the Communist Party’s military wing, the People’s Liberation Army, invaded the region
in 1950.
In recent years there has
been a significant tightening
of control over Tibetan Buddhism, use of the Tibetan language and traditional culture.
Following
anti-government
protests in 2008, Beijing im-

posed a policy of “grid policing” that significantly reduces
travel and social life, methods
subsequently imposed in the
traditionally Muslim neighboring region of Xinjiang, where
hundreds of thousands of residents have been confined to
detention centers.
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said China welcomed Branstad to witness the “earth-shaking chan-

BAISE

ges in the people’s production
and life since Tibet’s peaceful
liberation more than 60 years
ago.”
“I hope that this visit to Tibet
can help Ambassador Branstad make a conclusion without
prejudice in the spirit of respecting the facts ... instead of
being confused and disturbed
by some long-standing hearsay
and defamatory speeches,” Lu
said. AP

At least three killed in building collapse
A

T least three people were
killed and four others buried in the collapse of a building in southern China yesterday, authorities said.
Framework
surrounding
a bar in the city of Baise in
Guangxi province gave way at
around 1 a.m., trapping or injuring almost 100 people.
The local government said in
a statement on its microblog
that 87 people were injured.
Rescuers were using search
dogs and electronic monitors
to try to find other survivors.
The bar was located on the
top of a three-story, steel-framed building.

China has recently suffered
a spate of building collapses
and other industrial accidents
largely blamed on the skirting
of safety requirements amid a
slowing economy.
On Thursday, a building
being refurbished collapsed
in Shanghai, and in March, 78
people were killed in a blast at
a chemical plant in the country’s east.
In November, at least 22
were killed in an explosion
outside a chemical plant in
the northeastern city of Zhangjiakou, which will host competitions in the 2022 Winter
Olympics. AP

AP PHOTO

supplier is Spain, which accounts for 20% of imports.
Germany supplies 19.5% and
Canada 16%.
Spanish exports of pork and
other pig products to China
jumped 32.8% in the first two
months of 2019 from a year
earlier to 117 million euros
($131 million), according to
Interporc, a Spanish industry
group.
“My suppliers have told me
that they are going to raise prices at the end of the month because of what is happening in
China,” said Jordi Nargares, a
butcher in a working class neighborhood of Barcelona.
U.S. pork sales to China have
been disrupted by Beijing’s
tariff war with the Trump administration over trade and
technology.
Chinese buyers canceled orders for 3,300 tons of American pork the week of May 6,
according to the USDA.
Chinese companies are investing in farms and food
processors abroad to capitalize on strong demand. New
Hope Group, one of China’s
biggest agribusiness groups,
said it plans to invest 1.1
billion yuan ($170 million) in
three pig-breeding farms in
Vietnam. AP
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A Kashmiri man allegedly beaten up by Indian soldiers at Khrew village, in 2016, recovers at a local hospital in Srinagar

KASHMIR

Group seeks UN probe into
torture by India troops
Aijaz Hussain, Srinagar

A

prominent rights group in
Indian-controlled Kashmir
is advocating for the United Nations to establish a commission
of inquiry to investigate what it
calls the endemic use of torture
by government forces amid a decades-long anti-India uprising in
the disputed region.
The Jammu-Kashmir Coalition
of Civil Society yesterdayreleased a detailed report saying India is using torture as a “matter
of policy” and “instrument of
control” in Kashmir, where rebels have been fighting against
Indian rule since 1989.
“Torture is the most under-reported human rights violation
perpetrated by the state,” the
report noted. “Due to legal, political and moral impunity extended to the armed forces, not
a single prosecution has taken
place in any case of human rights violations” in the region, the
report said.
Indian authorities said they
would study the report before
commenting on it. In the past,
officials have acknowledged torture exists in Kashmir but have
denied that Indian forces strategically use sexual and other abuses to control the population.
The 560-page report, researched for a decade, recommends
an investigation be led by the
U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. It also
urges India to ratify the U.N.
Convention against torture and
also allow global rights groups
“unhindered access” to Kashmir.

Last year, the U.N. in its first
report on Kashmir called for an
independent international investigation into reports of rights
violations like rape, torture and
extrajudicial killings in the region. The report, which JKCCS
helped with field research, particularly criticized Indian troops
for firing shotgun pellets against
protesters, blinding and maiming hundreds of people, including children.
India rejected that U.N. report
as “fallacious.”
The new report includes 432
case studies involving torture
and maps trends and patterns,
targets, perpetrators, locations
and other details. The cases include 293 civilians and 119 militants, among others, and 27
were minors when they were tortured. The report says 40 people
among those later died due to
various injuries inflicted due to
torture.
Juan E. Mendz, former U.N.
special rapporteur on torture,
said the report would help draw
attention to the need to express
concern about India’s human rights record.
“For the worldwide struggle
against torture, this report will
constitute a landmark,” Mendz,
who teaches human rights law at
American University in Washington, wrote in the prologue of
the report. “I am convinced that
a report, when it is as rigorous,
evidence-based and persuasive
as this one is, constitutes a building block towards public awareness of the tragedy of torture.”
JKCCS has written scathing re-

ports in the past about the brutality by some of the hundreds of
thousands of Indian troops stationed in the region and highlighted the widespread of powers
granted to them, which has led
to culture of impunity and rights
abuses. They were first to publicize thousands of unmarked graves in remote parts of Kashmir
and demand that they be investigated to determine who the dead
were and how they were killed.
Monday’s report said the institutions of the state like legislature, executive, judiciary and
armed forces use torture “in
a systematic and institutional
manner.”
India’s clampdown has a long
history in Kashmir and the conflict has existed since the late
1940s, when India and Pakistan
won independence from the British empire and began fighting
over rival claims to the Muslim-majority region. The two rivals
have fought two of their three
subsequent wars over Kashmir,
and each administers a portion
of it.
New Delhi initially grappled
with largely peaceful anti-India movements in its portion of
Kashmir. However, a series of
political blunders, broken promises and a crackdown against
dissent escalated the conflict
into a full-blown armed rebellion
in 1989. The rebels are seeking
a united Kashmir, either under
Pakistan rule or independent of
both. Since then, about 70,000
people have been killed in the
conflict.
Most Kashmiris resent the In-

dian troop presence and back
rebel demands.
India has long seen the Kashmiri struggle for self-determination as Islamabad’s proxy
war against New Delhi. Rights
groups have also criticized the
conduct of militant groups, accusing them of carrying out human rights violations against
civilians.

The new
report
includes 432
case studies
involving
torture and
maps trends
and patterns,
targets,
perpetrators,
locations…
Kashmir is patrolled by the
military, paramilitary and police and remains one of the most
militarized regions in the world.
Coils of barbed wire and security checkpoints are common, and
emergency laws grant government forces sweeping powers to
search homes and make arrests
without warrants and to shoot
suspects on sight without fear of
prosecution.
In the past, the government
has said the allegations of rights

violations are mostly separatist
propaganda meant to demonize
troops. The Indian army previously said it has punished 59
soldiers in 25 proven abuse cases, out of 995 complaints it has
received.
According to the JKCCS report,
the methods of torture after the
eruption of armed rebellion include stripping detainees naked,
rolling a heavy log on their legs,
waterboarding, electrocution including of genitals, burning of
the body with hot objects, sleep
deprivation, and sexual torture,
including rape and sodomy.
In one of the case studies, the
report highlighted torture of a
civilian named Qalandar Khatana by paramilitary soldiers in
1992. “His flesh was cut from
buttocks and he was made to eat
it. His legs were broken and he
was not given any medical assistance,” it said.
Later Khatana’s legs got infected with maggots and were amputated, the report said.
Indian troops also tortured his
wife leaving her ribs broken, the
report said, adding “she died a
few years later due to the injuries.”
For years, international rights groups have accused Indian
troops of using systematic abuse
and unjustified arrests to intimidate residents opposing India’s
rule. Human rights workers
have accused Indian troops of
sometimes even staging gunbattles as pretexts to kill for promotions and rewards.
“Despite
global
attention
and condemnation of torture
following exposés of indiscriminate torture practiced in Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib
prisons, torture remains hidden
in Jammu and Kashmir, where tens of thousands of civilians
have been subjected to it,” the
report said.
Apart from advocacy, the report serves “as an institutionalized form of memory of trials and
tribulations of the people” of the
region, said Parvez Imroz, a prominent rights lawyer and JKCCS
president.
India is not exceptional “in its
pervasive and systematic” use
of torture those deemed dangerous or threatening to national
security, said Saiba Varma, an
anthropologist at the University
of California, San Diego who has
researched psychiatric ailments
in Kashmir.
“In making these bodies spectacles, the state is further exerting its power, not only on those
who have been tortured, but by
also sending a message to those who have not been tortured,
saying, ‘this could be you,’” she
said.
She said the effects of torture
have been “systematic, pervasive, and psychologically, physically and socially devastating” in
Kashmir.
“Torture is not just a technology on the individual body, but it
is a profoundly social, relational,
and political technology,” she
said. AP

tue 21.05.2019
th Anniversary

macau’s leading newspaper

亞太版

ASIA-PACIFIC

KOREAS

S

OUTH Korea vowed
yesterday to move quickly on plans to provide USD8 million worth of medical and nutritional
aid for North Korean children
through U.N. agencies while it
also considers sending broader
food aid to the country, which says it is suffering its worst
drought in decades.
Lee Sang-min, spokesman for
Seoul’s Unification Ministry,
said the government will discuss its plans with the World
Food Program and the United Nations Children’s Fund,
through which the aid would be
provided, so it reaches North
Korean children and pregnant
women quickly. South Korea is
also trying to build public and
political support for providing
wider food aid to North Korea,
either directly or through the
WFP.
North Korea’s state media
said last week that the country
was suffering its worst drought
in more than a century amid
reported food shortages.
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South vows to send aid to
North quickly, may send food

North Korean farmers plant rice seedlings in a field at the Sambong Cooperative
Farm, South Pyongan Province

“The government will first
discuss with international organizations over the provision
of aid and take measures so
that the support arrives [in
North Korea] quickly,” Lee
said. “On the matter of direct
aid, we will consider the matter

while sufficiently garnering the
opinions of our citizens.”
South
Korean
President
Moon Jae-in has expressed
hopes that aid will help revive diplomacy and engagement
with North Korea, which tapered off after a nuclear summit

between North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and President
Donald Trump in February
broke down because of differences over sanctions relief
and disarmament steps. Kim
has since declared that the
Trump administration has until the end of the year to come
up with mutually acceptable
terms for a deal to salvage the
negotiations.
While the United States has
urged allies to maintain economic pressure on North
Korea until it takes material
steps toward relinquishing its
nuclear weapons, White House spokesman Sarah Sanders
recently said Washington has
no plan to “intervene” if South Korea moves forward with
food aid.
But Moon’s government has
yet to decide on concrete plans
amid growing public frustration over Kim’s government,
which recently resumed shortrange missile tests that were
apparently aimed at pressuring
Washington and Seoul.
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It is also unclear whether any
aid package from South Korea
would influence the behavior
of North Korea, which has
been demanding much bigger
concessions from the South,
such as resuming inter-Korean
economic projects currently
held back by the U.S.-led sanctions against the North.
A North Korean propaganda
website last week described
the South Korean proposals for
humanitarian aid as disrespectful and said Seoul was trying
to sidestep fundamental issues
with “hollow talk and boastful
credit-taking.”
North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency said last
Wednesday that an average of
54.4 millimeters of rain fell in
North Korea from January to
early May, which it said was
the lowest level since 1982.
Two days later, the state-run
Rodong Sinmun newspaper
said the average precipitation
of 56.3 millimeters from January to May 15 was the country’s lowest since 1917.
U.N. food agencies said earlier this month that about 10
million people were facing “severe food shortages” after one
of North Korea’s worst harvests in a decade.
North Korean state media are
urging farmers to do their best
with what they have, to grow as
much as possible this year. AP

AUSTRALIA

P

RIME Minister Scott Morrison looked set yesterday to
form a majority government as
vote counting from Australia’s
weekend election allayed fears
that his conservative coalition
may have to rule in the minority
following its shock victory.
The coalition was returned to
power in a stunning result on
Saturday, after opinion polls
and odds-makers had tipped the
opposition Labor Party to win.
The outcome ranks as Australia’s biggest election upset since
1993, when Labor Prime Minister Paul Keating was returned to
power.
With 76 seats in the House
of Representatives needed for
majority rule, figures from the
Australian Electoral Commission yesterday showed that with
around 84% of votes counted,
the coalition was on target to
win 78 seats — an increase of
five after going into the election
as a minority government.
The Labor Party was set to
claim 67 seats, with independents and minor parties taking
six.
Winning a majority of the seats would also allow Morrison’s
coalition to appoint the house
speaker from its own ranks, rather from among independent
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PM Morrison set to form majority government

or minor party lawmakers.
As Morrison began finalizing
his new Cabinet on Monday,
the stock market welcomed the
election result. Australia’s benchmark S&P ASX 200 index
climbed 1.7 percent on the day
— reaching its highest level since 2007, just before the global
financial crisis.
After being elected in 2016 with
76 seats, the power base of Morrison’s coalition was diminished
through a series of by-elections
late in its three-year term. One
such defeat was triggered by the
ousting last August of then-Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull

in an internal party vote.
That move, which ended in
Morrison becoming prime minister, caused widespread disgust among Australian voters
sorely disillusioned by seeing
another one of their leaders replaced without them having a
say.
Morrison had become Australia’s sixth prime minister in only
eight years. Four such changes had been brought about by
lawmakers voting to dump their
party’s leader, two each from
the coalition and the center-left
Labor Party. Morrison’s predecessor, Turnbull, had himself

become prime minister in 2015
through an internal party coup
that dumped Tony Abbott as
leader of the Liberal Party.
Analysts had predicted that
the coalition would pay dearly
for that latest leadership switch,
with Morrison expected to exit
after one of the shortest terms
as prime minister in Australian
history.
Most late surveys showed Labor leader Bill Shorten as having
a small but clear lead over Morrison as preferred prime minister, 51% to 49%.
Bookmakers had Labor at odds
as short as USD1.16 to $1 to win
government, with the coalition
as long as $5.50.
As analysts tried to make sense
of the outcome, several factors
were highlighted.
One of them was the strong
and effusive campaigning of
Morrison himself, praised by his
treasurer, Josh Frydenberg, for
having “crisscrossed the country with great energy, belief and
conviction” while selling “our
economic plan to the Australian
people, a plan that resonated
with them.”
By contrast, Labor was said to
have suffered by campaigning
on a long and complex list of initiatives, including an ambitious

plan for reducing greenhouse
emissions and proposed changes to taxes on income from the
stock market, which the coalition attacked as a “retirees’ tax.”
While Shorten insisted after
the defeat that it had been right
to argue for “what was right, not
what was easy,” his deputy leader, Tanya Plibersek, conceded
that the party suffered from a
campaign platform that was too
cluttered.
“Our policy agenda was big. It
was bold. And I think perhaps
we didn’t have enough time to
explain all of the benefits of it to
the people who would benefit,”
Plibersek said.
Labor’s campaign swung more
toward policies than personalities, with Shorten, a 52-year-old
former union boss, considered
to lack sufficient charisma to
win a popularity contest with
the effervescent Morrison, a
51-year-old known for his love
of family, church and football.
One telling result came yesterday, when high-profile independent lawmaker Dr. Kerryn
Phelps conceded defeat to the
Liberal Party in the Sydney electorate of Wentworth — the seat
vacated by Turnbull on his resignation from Parliament last
year. AP
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PERSIAN GULF

Jon Gambrell, Dubai

attacked, something dismissed by
Tehran.
All these tensions are the culmination of Trump’s decision a
year ago to pull America out of
Tehran’s nuclear deal with world
powers. And while both Washington and Tehran say they don’t
seek war, many worry any miscalculation at this fraught moment
could spiral out of control.
The tweet from Trump came just
hours after a Katyusha rocket fell in
Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green
Zone near the statue of the Unknown Soldier, less than a mile from
the U.S. Embassy, causing no injuries. Iraqi military spokesman Brig.
Gen. Yahya Rasoul told The Associated Press that the rocket was believed to have been fired from east
Baghdad. The area is home to Iran-backed Shiite militias.
“If Iran wants to fight, that will
be the official end of Iran,” Trump
tweeted. “Never threaten the United States again!”
Trump did not elaborate, nor did
the White House.
Iranian
Foreign
Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif posted
his own message Monday on Twitter, saying Trump had been “goaded” into “genocidal taunts.” Zarif namechecked both Alexander
the Great and Genghis Khan as
two historical leaders that Persia
outlasted.

P

RESIDENT
Donald
Trump yesterday warned Iran not to threaten
the United States again
or it would face its “official end,”
shortly after a rocket landed near
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad
overnight and only 48 hours after
he seemingly sought to soften his
tone.
Iran’s foreign minister quickly
responded in kind on Twitter with
his own message: #NeverThreatenAnIranian.
Trump’s tweet follows days of
heightened tension sparked by his
administration’s sudden deployment of bombers and an aircraft
carrier to the Persian Gulf over
still-unspecified threats. While his
dueling approach of flattery and
battery has become a hallmark
of his presidency’s foreign policy, the risks have only grown in
dealing with Iran, where four decades of mistrust between Tehran
and Washington precede him.
In the time since, officials in the
United Arab Emirates allege four
oil tankers sustained damage in
a sabotage attack. Yemeni rebels
allied with Iran launched a drone
attack on an oil pipeline in Saudi
Arabia. U.S. diplomats relayed a
warning that commercial airlines
could be misidentified by Iran and

“Iranians have stood tall for
a millennia while aggressors
all gone,” he wrote. He ended
his tweet with: “Try respect - it
works!”
Trump campaigned on pulling
the U.S. from the 2015 nuclear
accord, which saw Iran agree to
limit its enrichment of uranium
in exchange for the lifting of economic sanctions. Since the withdrawal, the U.S. has re-imposed
previous sanctions and come up
with new ones, as well as warned
nations around the world they
would be subject to sanctions as
well if they import Iranian oil.
Iran just announced it would
begin backing away from terms of the deal, setting a 60-day
deadline for Europe to come up
with new terms or it would begin
enriching uranium closer to weapons-grade levels. Tehran long
has insisted it does not seek nuclear weapons, though the West
fears its program could allow it
to build atomic bombs.
In an interview aired Sunday on
the Fox News Channel, Trump
called the nuclear deal a “horror
show.”
“I just don’t want them to have
nuclear weapons and they can’t
be threatening us,” Trump said.
However, the nuclear deal had
kept Iran from being able to acquire enough highly enriched

USA

T

HE Senate’s top Democrat
is calling on the federal government to step in and investigate whether a plan for new
subway cars in New York City
designed by a Chinese stateowned company could pose a
threat to national security.
Sen. Charles Schumer of
New York said in a statement
to The Associated Press early
yesterday [Macau time] that
he’s asked the Commerce Department to conduct a “top-tobottom review” after CRRC,
one of the world’s largest train
makers, won a design contest
for new subway cars that would include “modern train control technology.”
The company hasn’t won a
contract in New York City, which has America’s biggest transit
system, but it has been awarded
contracts in recent years for
new subway cars in Los Angeles, Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia.
In announcing the contest
winners last year, the Metropo-
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Senator calls for probe of
Chinese rail technology

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer

litan Transportation Authority, which operates the subway
system, said CRRC had proposed investing $50 million of its
own money to develop the new
subway cars. The contest was
designed to bring out new ideas

for future projects but did not
lead to any contracts for new
subway cars and the MTA is not
currently purchasing any new
cars.
But in the last few years, China has pushed to dominate the

AP PHOTO

Trump warns Iran not to threaten US or it

uranium for a bomb. U.N. inspectors repeatedly certified that
Iran was in compliance with the
accord.
British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt told journalists in Geneva that Iran should not doubt
the U.S.’ resolve, warning that “if
American interests are attacked,
they will retaliate.”
“We want the situation to de-escalate because this is a part
of the world where things can
get triggered accidentally,” Hunt
said.
Meanwhile, Oman’s minister

U.S. rail car market, a multibillion-dollar industry. CRRC
is also believed to be pursuing a
$500 million contract with the
Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority in Washington, D.C.
Security experts and members
of Congress have raised the
alarm about CRRC because it
is owned by the Chinese government, warning of prior cyberthreats and hacking attacks
linked to Chinese intelligence
officials. They fear allowing the
company to install technology
in America’s rail system could
potentially expose it to cyberespionage and sabotage.
Schumer’s call for an investigation comes amid rising
tensions between the U.S. and
China after trade talks between
the two nations broke up earlier this month without an
agreement. Days ago, President
Donald Trump signed an executive order to declare a national economic emergency that
empowered the government to
ban American telecommunication companies from installing
foreign-made equipment and
technology that could pose a
threat to national security.
“The MTA has robust, multilayered and vigorously enforced safety and security stan-

of state for foreign affairs made
a previously unannounced visit yesterday to Tehran, seeing
Zarif, the state-run IRNA news
agency reported. The visit by
Yusuf bin Alawi comes after U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
called Oman’s Sultan Qaboos bin
Said last week. Oman long has
served as a Western backchannel to Tehran and the sultanate
hosted the secret talks between
the U.S. and Oman that laid the
groundwork for the nuclear deal
negotiations.
In Saudi Arabia, the kingdom’s

dards, but we support efforts of
government agencies to bolster
that work,” spokesman Max
Young said.
A spokesman for CRRC Sifang
America — the company’s arm
in Chicago — said a majority
of the components used in its
new rail cars come from U.S.
companies and said concerns
about spying or malware are
misplaced. The rail cars meet
specific requirements set by the
transit agencies, the manufacturer doesn’t control the cyber
components it installs and it is
“not possible” for the company
to implant malware in the system, he said.
“There is no evidence of a passenger railcar manufacturer,
including CRRC, installing any
type of new technology that
could intentionally open passenger railcars to cyberthreats
or pose a threat to commuters
and national security,” spokesman Dave Smolensky said.
“CRRC is eager to address any
concerns Senator Schumer has
and we welcome an inquiry regarding our U.S. operations.”
Legislation has been introduced in both the House and Senate that, if passed, would prevent federal funds from being
used for rail projects involving
Chinese companies. AP
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will face ‘end’
military intercepted two missiles fired by the Houthi rebels in
neighboring Yemen. The missiles
were intercepted over the city of
Taif and the Red Sea port city of
Jiddah, the Saudi-owned satellite
channel Al-Arabiya reported.
The channel cited witnesses for
the information. The Saudi government has yet to acknowledge
the missile fire, which other Saudi
media also reported.
Hundreds of rockets, mortars
and ballistic missiles have been
fired into the kingdom since a
Saudi-led coalition declared war
on the Houthis in March 2015 to
support Yemen’s internationally
recognized government.
However, the Houthis’ Al-Masirah satellite news channel denied
yesterday that the rebels had any
involvement with this round of
rocket fire.
Between the two targeted cities
is Mecca, home to the cube-shaped Kaaba that Muslims pray
toward five times a day. Many
religious pilgrims are now in the
city amid the Muslim holy fasting
month of Ramadan.
Meanwhile, the U.S. Navy’s 5th
Fleet on Sunday announced it
would begin “enhanced security
patrols” in international waters
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with members of the Gulf Cooperation Council, which includes
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates.
Already, the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier, the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge and others are in the Arabian
Sea, waters close to the Strait of
Hormuz, the narrow mouth of
the Persian Gulf through which a
third of all oil traded at sea passes.
SHIITES:
WAR COULD ‘BURN’ IRAQ
Leading Iraqi Shiite figures
warned against attempts to pull
their country into a war between
the U.S. and Iran, saying it would turn Iraq into a battlefield yet
again, just as it is on the path to
recovery.
The warning came hours after
the rocket attack into Baghdad’s
heavily fortified Green Zone, landing less than a mile from the
sprawling U.S. Embassy.
Last week, the U.S. ordered the
evacuation of nonessential diplomatic staff from Iraq amid unspecified threats from Iran and rising
tensions across the region. The
White House has also sent warships and bombers to the Persian

The flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln in the Arabian Sea

Gulf to counter the alleged Iranian threats.
Yesterday, two influential Shiite
clerics and a leading politician —
all with close ties to Iran — warned that Iraq could once again get
caught in the middle. The country hosts more than 5,000 U.S.
troops, and is home to powerful
Iranian-backed militias, some of
whom want those U.S. forces to
leave.
Populist Shiite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr said any political party

that would drag Iraq in a U.S.-Iran war “would be the enemy of
the Iraqi people.”
“This war would mark the end of
Iraq,” the black-turbaned al-Sadr
warned. “We need peace and reconstruction.”
The influential cleric’s statements were echoed by the Shiite militias, which appeared to distance
themselves from Sunday’s attack.
Qais al-Khazali, the leader the
Iranian-backed Asaib Ahl al-Haq,
or League of the Righteous group,

tweeted that he is opposed to
operations that “give pretexts for
war” and added that they would
only “harm Iraq’s political, economic and security conditions.”
For the Shiite-majority Iraq
to be a theater for proxy wars
is not new. It lies on the fault
line between Shiite Iran and the
mostly Sunni Arab world, led by
powerhouse Saudi Arabia, and
has long been the setting where
Saudi-Iran rivalry for regional supremacy played out. MDT/AP
ad
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what’s ON

...

M asterpieces from the C ollection of
the N ational A rt M useum of C hina
T ime : 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm,

closed on Mondays)
U ntil : July 28, 2019
V enue : Macau Museum of Art
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 2836 6866

S trolling and F eeling : W atercolour
P aintings of L ai I eng
T ime : 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm;
closed on Mondays)
U ntil : June 16, 2019
V enue : 3rd Floor, Gallery of Exhibitions 2,
Macau Museum of Art
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 8791 9814

Offbeat

th Anniversary

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

資訊／娛樂

TV canal macau

13:00

TDM News (Repetição)

13:30

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)

14:55

Festival Eurovisão da Canção 2019 - Final

17:45

Viagem ao Centro da Minha Terra

18:30

TDM Desporto (Repetição)

19:35

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

20:30

Telejornal

21:15

TDM Entrevista

21:50

Filhos da Nação Sr.3

22:25

O Livreiro de Santiago

23:15

TDM News

23:50

Uma História de Autonomia

00:50

Telejornal (Repetição)

01:33

RTPI Directo

cinema

cineteatro
16 - 22 May
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Grumpy Cat, who entertained
millions online, dies at age 7

21.05.2019 tue

Grumpy Cat, whose sourpuss expression entertained
millions on the internet and spawned hundreds of
memes, national television commercials and even a
movie, died at age 7.
Her owners posted on social media that she experienced complications from a urinary tract infection.
“She passed away peacefully on the morning of Tuesday, May 14, at home in the arms of her mommy, Tabatha,” they wrote.
“Grumpy Cat has helped millions of people smile all
around the world — even when times were tough,” her
owners said.
The cat’s real name was Tardar Sauce and the owners
were never sure what her breed was. Her website said
her grumpy look was likely because she had a form
of feline dwarfism. They said despite her face, she is
cuddly and loved to be held and rubbed.
She rose to fame after her photos were posted on
Reddit in 2012. Her owners said it was suggested the
photo was a fake, so they posted a few videos to prove
otherwise.
Since then, Grumpy Cat made appearances on “Good
Morning America,” ‘’CBS Evening News,” even “American Idol” and “The Bachelorette.” She’s done television commercials for Honey Nut Cheerios and took
photos with hundreds of fans at South by Southwest.
In 2014, Lifetime produced a movie called “Grumpy
Cat’s Worst Christmas Ever.” She was voiced by “Parks
and Recreation” star Aubrey Plaza.
Owner Tabatha Bundesen founded Grumpy Cat Ltd.
and created a website that included an online shop
featuring 884 items, including T-shirts and mugs with
the cat’s picture.
The feline’s net worth was never disclosed but in
2013, her owners say it was six figures. Last year,
online speculation estimated her to be worth in the
millions.
Grumpy Cat had more than 8 million followers on
Facebook, 2.5 million on Instagram and more than 1.5
million on Twitter.
___
This story has been corrected to show the cat’s real
name is Tardar Sauce, not Tarder Sauce.

POKEMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU
room 1
2:30, 4:30,7:30pm
Language: Cantonese
room 1
9:30pm
Director: Rob Letterman
Starring: Ryan Reynolds, Justice Smith, Kathryn Newton
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 104min
ARCTIC
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:045pm
Director: Joe Penna
Starring: Mads Mikkelsen, Maria Thelma Smáradóttir
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 98min

AVENGERS: ENDGAME
room 2
6:30pm
Director: Anthony Russo, Joe Russo
Starring: Brie Larson, Scarlett Johansson, Karen Gillan
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 181min
FRIEND ZONE
room 3
2:30, 4:45,9:30pm
Director: Chayanop Boonprakob
Starring: Nutthasit Kotimanuswanich, Pimchanok
Leuwisetpaiboon
Language: Thai (Chinese & English)
Duration: 118min
THE HUSTLE
room 3
7:30pm
Director: Chris Addison
Starring: Anne Hathaway, Rebel Wilson, Tim Blake Nelson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 94min

this day in history

1991 Bomb kills India’s former
leader Rajiv Gandhi
Rajiv Gandhi, the 46-year-old former Indian prime
minister, has been assassinated.
He was campaigning for the Congress Party on the
second day of voting in the world’s largest democratic election when a powerful bomb, hidden in a
basket of flowers, exploded killing him instantly.
At least 14 other people were also killed in the attack in the town of Sriperumbudur, about 30 miles from
Madras, the capital of the southern state of Tamil
Nadu.
No-one has admitted carrying out the murder but it
is being blamed on Mr Gandhi’s arch enemies, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a violent guerrilla group fighting for a separate homeland for Tamils
on the island of Sri Lanka.
Rajiv Gandhi’s death has shocked the world and
marks the end of the Nehru dynasty that had led India
for all but five years since independence from Britain.
After his brother Sanjay was killed in an air crash in
1980, he gave up his job as an airline pilot and was
elected to Sanjay’s parliamentary seat.
He became prime minister after his mother, Indira
Gandhi, was assassinated by her own Sikh bodyguards in 1984.
Often seen as a reluctant leader, he and his Congress Party won a record majority later that year.
He encouraged foreign investment, a freer economy
and rejuvenated his own party, ridding it of his mother’s unelected cronies.
After he lost the election in 1989, Rajiv Gandhi resigned.
This time, the Congress Party was expected to win
the largest number of parliamentary seats - but not
overall control - against the Hindu BJP Party and the
Janata Dal, now split into two parties.
The campaign has been marred by sectarian violence between Hindus and Muslims in what has proved
to be the most violent election in Indian history. Two
hundred people have already been killed.
Courtesy BBC News

In context
It later emerged that a female Tamil Tiger (LTTE) suicide bomber had
assassinated Rajiv Gandhi.
In 1987 Mr Gandhi, then prime minister, had sent Indian peacekeeping
forces to Sri Lanka in a disastrous attempt to impose peace in the country.
The move proved unpopular both at home and abroad and his troops
pulled out in 1990.
A year after Mr Gandhi’s death, the Tamil Tigers were outlawed in India.
PV Narasimha Rao, succeeded Gandhi as Congress leader and became
India’s prime minister later that year.
After a number of bribery scandals, the party was heavily defeated in the
1996 elections. But its popularity was revived in 1998 by Mr Gandhi’s
Italian-born widow Sonia who took over as leader and returned the party
to power in the 2004 elections.
She refused to become prime minister herself, however, and the job went
to former finance minister Manmohan Singh.
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19

April 20-May 20
Why be a sourpuss? You can be just as
passionate about making lemonade
from the lemons life has given you as
you are about wishing it were a bowl
of cherries. You know just what to do
when you feel squeezed.

Gemini

Cancer
Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Money has no feelings. It’s not
generous, and it’s not willful
either. Do yourself a favor and be
dispassionate yourself when thinking
about your next few steps. In fact, be
as calculating as you can be.

The emotional intensity is easing.
How can you continue being upset
about what’s basically worth less
than a new pair of sneakers? Stop
thinking about yesterday’s value and
focus on today.

Leo

Virgo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Your instinct is to look at issues
deeply. But no matter how far beneath
the surface you search, there’s no
information to help you figure out
your next steps. Switch gears and
focus on your family instead.

Libra

You may not believe the pessimists
around you. Don’t. Your goals
may be unrealistic but that doesn’t
make them impossible. The most
important ingredient is your own
faith in how things will turn out.

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You don’t have the highest energy
levels of all time, but at least you’re
not stuck in the doldrums anymore.
A tiny drop of optimism is all it takes
to launch a full-fledged rebirth. You’re
on your way.

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may want to be alone. In
fact, you may want to crawl
under a rock. But staying
connected to others is your only
lifeline to the bigger picture.
Don’t cut it just yet.

Aquarius

SUDOKU

WEATHER
Easy

Capricorn

Beijing

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Now that things have slowed down, you
have time to examine your emotions.
Your deeper ambitions might just
surprise you. At least you don’t have to
make the effort to switch gears, since
life is already doing it for you.

If something has you scratching your
head, it goes without saying you’re
not ready to commit. But what if
it’s more subtle than that? Even the
slightest bit of fuzziness is enough to
put off signing on the dotted line.
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14
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cloudy

15

25
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8

20

cloudy

18

29

cloudy
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cloudy
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heavy rain
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27

shower

Moscow

2

12

cloudy

Paris

7

New York

8

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing

Shanghai
Wuhan

Hard

Hangzhou
Taipei

Guangzhou
Hong Kong

7

clear

overcast
drizzle

clear

cloudy
cloudy
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Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

DOWN: 1- Expels; 2- Lady of la casa; 3- Stableman; 4- Inscribed pillar;
5- Censure; 6- Teen’s desire; 7- Breezes through; 8- “Fiddler on the Roof”
setting; 9- Singer Etheridge; 10- Smell
___; 11- Rat-a-___; 12- Guinness
Yesterday’s solution
Book suffix; 13- This is what eyes do;
18- Taxes, e.g.; 22- Cheese; 24- Dijon
dad; 26- Microscopic arachnid; 27___ B’rith; 28- Not fer; 31- Freshen;
32- Trident prong; 33- ___ Three Lives;
35- Obstructs; 36- Antiquing agent; 37401(k) cousins; 39- Like an abyss; 42Examine closely; 43- Normandy town;
45- Elevating; 46- Furious; 48- Ukraine
port; 49- Clothes; 50- Most loyal; 51Untidy states; 55- Satisfies; 56- Track
shape; 57- Motel freebie; 59- Mauna
___; 60- Aardvark snack; 61- Antique
auto; 63- Ltd., in Paris;

13

clear

12

Xi’an

CROSSWORDS
ACROSS: 1- Those, to Juan; 5- Some DVD players; 9- Ships’ officers; 14Sleeveless garment; 15- Apiece; 16- Rub out; 17- Explain; 19- Starbucks
order; 20- Worn around the neck; 21- Now you ___...; 23- Canopy site;
25- NFL scores; 26- Finance deg.; 29- Mediterranean isl.; 30- Eternal; 33Grenoble’s river; 34- Rum cocktail; 35- Rescue, with “out”; 38- Wrap up; 40Dresden denial; 41- Comes to terms; 44- Causing goose bumps; 47- Standard
size clothing; 49- PIN requester; 52- SAT takers; 53- Antiquity, old-style; 54Monetary unit of Egypt; 56- Woodwind section members; 58- Condition; 59Insect stage; 62- Organizations; 64- Ryan or Tatum; 65- Spahn teammate;
66- Gaelic tongue; 67- Ring-shaped island; 68- Take down ___; 69- Hardens;

27

moderate rain

Urumqi

Pisces
Feb.19-Mar. 20

12

CONDITION

cloudy

Tianjin

The major decision of the day has to
do with money, yes, but mostly it has
to do with friendship. Don’t be cold
and detached when making up your
mind. That is the approach with the
least possible return.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

MAX

16

Harbin

Medium

MIN

CHINA

Easy+

Scorpio

The time to be greedy is past, but what
do you do with all those acquisitive
feelings that linger? A few minor
changes in attitude might be all
you need to put them to good use.
Consider yourself motivated for more.

Sagittarius

17

Taurus

You’re not comfortable with the
pace of your own personal economic
recovery, but there’s not much you
can do to speed things up. The best
you can do is look on the bright side:
At least things aren’t going wrong.

May 21-Jun. 21
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Frankfurt

9

London

5

drizzle

20
18
16
17

drizzle

overcast
drizzle

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Emergency calls 999

Taxi 28 939 939 / 2828 3283

Fire department 28 572 222

Water Supply – Report 2822 0088

PJ (Open line) 993

Telephone – Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

PSP 28 573 333

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88
ad
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體育

Fernando Alonso of Spain prepares to make his final qualification attempt for the Indianapolis 500 IndyCar auto race

MOTORACING

Alonso rejects McLaren offer
to buy him Indy 500 seat
Jenna Fryer, Indianapolis

M

CLAREN offered
to buy Fernando
Alonso a seat in the
Indianapolis 500,
but the Formula One champion

told the team he was uncomfortable replacing a driver who had
earned a spot in the race.
Alonso, with McLaren, failed to qualify for next Sunday’s
race, a humiliation for the proud
racing team. Alonso is trying to

win motorsports’ version of the
Triple Crown and Indy is his
last remaining goal. McLaren
was back at the 500 for the first
time since it dominated in the
1970s.
McLaren CEO Zak Brown told

The Associated Press the team
would not buy its way into the
500 and was halting this year’s
effort. Bob Fernley, president
of the IndyCar operation, was
fired yesterday (Macau time)
after McLaren missed the race.

RUGBY

I

SRAEL Folau hasn’t
given up on playing professionally again despite
Rugby Australia closing
its code of conduct case
against the Wallabies star
after he missed a deadline
to appeal against the termination of his contract.
The high-profile case
appears to be far from
over, with Folau saying
his decision not to go further with the Rugby Australia process “is in no
way an acceptance of the
judicial panel’s findings.”
Folau had 72 hours to
appeal after his four-year
contract was terminated
last Friday, 10 days after an independent panel
found the 30-year-old rugby international guilty of
a high-level breach of the
players’ code of conduct
for a social media post
that condemned gay people and other so-called
sinners to eternal damnation.

AP PHOTO

Folau considering his option
despite missing appeal deadline

Rugby Australia Chief Executive, Raelene Castle

“As Folau has not notified the panel of his
intention to appeal, the
code of conduct process
has now formally concluded,” Rugby Australia
said in a statement yesterday. “With the code of
conduct matter complete, Folau’s employment
contract will be terminated.”
Folau has been consi-

dering his options, which include court action
against Rugby Australia.
“I simply do not have
confidence in Rugby Australia’s ability to treat me
fairly or lawfully throughout this process,” Folau said in the statement
released yesterday. “I believe I still have a lot of
rugby left in me and the
potential impact of Ru-

gby Australia’s decision
on my reputation and my
career is substantial.
“Ultimately, I need to
do what is best for my family, my teammates and
the fans, so I am considering all potential avenues
open to me.”
A self-described devout
Christian, Folau has defended his social media
posts by saying he was
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The team then made a few inquiries into buying out another
driver to give Alonso a spot in
the 33-car field in a non-McLaren backed effort. Brown
said Alonso initially supported
McLaren running a car for him
if it was the right business decision to satisfy sponsor obligations. But once the Spaniard
learned he’d be replacing another driver and competing for
another team, he was not comfortable with that route.
McLaren had zeroed in on
Oriol Servia’s seat with Arrow
Schmidt Peterson Motorsports
because McLaren already has a
partnership with Arrow.
“Fernando has done nothing
wrong, he needs to be in the race
and should be in the race and
we do have a lot of partners who
would like to be in the race,”
Brown told AP on Monday. “Do
we buy him a seat? Well, he said
‘I know what it takes to get into
this race, it doesn’t feel right to
me to take another driver out
that has earned it because my
team has bought the seat.’
“There is a lot of pride within
Fernando and McLaren.”
The McLaren miss is one of
the biggest failures in Indy 500
history. Roger Penske missed
the show with Al Unser Jr. and
Emerson Fittipaldi in 1995, a
year after dominating the race.
Reigning CART champion Bobby Rahal missed it in 1993,
and two-time Indy winner Rodger Ward never got up to speed
to make the 1965 field. AP

merely posting references from the bible.
The code of conduct
charge sparked debate in
Australia about freedom
of speech and the right of
players to express their
beliefs. It also followed
a warning Folau received from Rugby Australia last year over a social
media post that drew criticism from some rugby
followers, including a major sponsor of the game.
In February, Folau sig-

Our clear
message to
all rugby fans
today is that
we need to
stand by […]
inclusion,
integrity,
discipline,
respect and
teamwork.

RAELENE CASTLE

ned a contract extension
to remain with the Sydney-based New South Wales Waratahs and
Australian rugby until
the end of 2022. He was
set to play an important
role in Australia’s World
Cup campaign, starting
in September. Now he’ll
likely have to look abroad
to continue his professional playing career.
Rugby Australia chief
executive Raelene Castle
said the Rugby Australia
contract outlined the expectations of professional
players and told a nationally-televised news conference last week: “Our
clear message to all rugby
fans today is that we need
to stand by our values and
the qualities of inclusion,
integrity, discipline, respect and teamwork.”
Folau has been the undisputed star in his 73 test
matches for the Wallabies
since he joined the rugby
union ranks following
professional contracts in
Australian rules football
and in rugby league, where he also represented
Australia. He also has the
record for most tries by
any player in the Super
Rugby tournament. AP

Indonesian court sentences
BUZZ Frenchman to death for drugs

Station

THE

Over a week ago, Amnesty International described the exploitation of domestic workers in Macau
and Hong Kong as modern slavery – a shameful
description of something that is occurring in the
Macau SAR.
While this report is not new, I personally find it
disturbing that such a definition was officially given by an international organization, citing the
economic advancement that Macau is facing.
We have all heard of these vulnerable workers’
stories – some of which are bearable to hear, while others are not due to the working conditions
that they face.
This sentiment does not solely rely on their
working conditions because in reality, this issue of
malpractice occurs around the globe, most particularly in Kuwait or Lebanon.
What I find upsetting is that such a situation is
often denied, or if not, authorities just turn a blind
eye.
Still, it is obvious that such instances of exploitation are more likely to happen when domestic
workers are under a sponsorship system, tying a
worker’s visa to the employment contract, which
also prevents them from changing jobs.
According to reports, the human rights watchdog
said that gaps in legal protection make it easier
for employers to abuse workers, and harder for
workers to get help – which sadly, is true in Macau.
The organization also cited the confiscation of
identity documents and restrictions of movement
as grounds for describing the practice as modern
slavery – which I believe happens more in Hong
Kong.
Most probably, Amnesty International’s judgment was due to the exploitation by employment
agencies as workers are “compelled to work in
situations that violate their human rights” – particularly workers from Indonesia.
Sadly, according to migrant groups, there are
still workers earning amounts as meager as
MOP1,800 per month.
In a city with a high-cost of living, it is impossible
to “properly survive” in a month off these earnings.
However, this situation is inevitable in the region
– and this is all due to the lack of a proper standardized contract where employers are obliged to
comply with terms that are specified up front and
submitted to the labor bureau.
These workers would grab whatever is possible
to remain and work in the region rather than opting
to go back home, where some may already be
facing large debt due to the expenses that they
incurred while searching for jobs.
It is also not unknown that employment agencies are a big problem in Macau. They may be
the answer to those seeking jobs, but could still
be identified as one of the biggest problems, generally, in the community.
Whether they admit it or not, the region’s administration is also turning a blind eye to this matter.
We are all aware that agencies are asking for up
to MOP20,000 for landing a single job, and yet,
this system continues because no one really cares much about it.
Due to the extremely poor progress on all these
issues in Macau, the increasing number of vulnerable groups have remained somewhat “okay”
and “settled” in these situations.
There is nothing much they could do anyway.
Migrant groups have been bringing such matters
to official authorities and calling for solutions, yet
no helpful answers have been given.
Solutions as simple as the establishment of a minimum wage have still not been granted, so should they continue to settle for what is occurring and
wait for authorities to raise the standards of their
working conditions in Macau?
This “modern slavery” is still far from what is happening in Kuwait or Lebanon; but it should not be
occurring in a city that will be named the richest
place in the world by 2020.

Google says services
on Huawei phones
still will function
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A blind eye to
‘modern slavery’

Moderate

AUSTRALIA Prime
Minister Scott Morrison
(pictured) looked set
yesterday to form a
majority government
as vote counting from
Australia’s weekend
election allayed fears
that his conservative
coalition may have
to rule in the minority
following its shock
victory. More on p13
AP PHOTO
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OOGLE said its basic services on Huawei
smartphones still will function following U.S. sales
curbs, but the Chinese tech
giant faces the possible loss
of other features and support.
The announcement highlighted the growing damage to
Huawei from Washington’s
order. The company has said
until now U.S. accusations it
is a security threat have had
little impact on sales outside
the United States.
Huawei Technologies Ltd.,
which uses Google’s Android operating system in its
smartphones, said it would
continue to provide security
updates and service. It gave
no indication which map,
photo or other services they
might lose.
The Trump administration’s order targets China’s
first global tech brand and
ratchets up disputes with
Beijing over technology, trade and cyber-security.
Google, a unit of Alphabet
Inc., said it is complying
with and “reviewing the implications” of the requirement for export licenses for
technology sales to Huawei,
which took effect last week.
“We assure you while we
are complying with all US
gov’t requirements, services
like Google Play & security
from Google Play Protect
will keep functioning on
your existing Huawei device,” said Google on Twitter.
Google allows smartphone
manufacturers to use Android and its basic services
for free. But transfer of hardware, software or services

to Huawei or technical interaction would be restricted
by the U.S. order.
That would strip Huawei
phones of Google maps and
other services that require
direct support. That might
hurt Huawei where consumers can pick other brands
that carry the full suite of
Google features.

Google
said it is
complying
with and
‘reviewing the
implication’
of the
requirement
for export
licenses for
tech sales to
Huawei
The U.S. government says
Chinese suppliers including
Huawei and its smaller rival, ZTE Corp., pose an espionage threat because they
are beholden to China’s ruling Communist Party. But
American officials have presented no evidence of any
Huawei equipment serving
as intentional conduits for
espionage by Beijing.
Huawei, headquartered in
the southern city of Shenzhen near Hong Kong, reported earlier its global
sales rose 19.5% last year
over 2017 to 721.2 billion
(USD105.2 billion). Profit

rose 25.1% to 59.3 billion
yuan ($8.6 billion).
Huawei smartphone shipments rose 50 percent over
a year earlier in the first
three months of 2019 to 59.1
million, while the global industry’s total fell 6.6 percent, according to IDC. Shipments by industry leader
Samsung and No. 3 Apple
declined.
Huawei defended itself
yesterday as “one of Android’s key global partners.”
The company said it helped
to develop a system that “benefited both users and the
industry.”
“We will continue to build
a safe and sustainable software ecosystem, in order to
provide the best experience
for all users globally,” said a
company statement.
A foreign ministry spokesman said China will “monitor the development of the
situation” but gave no indication how Beijing might
respond.
The government said it
would take steps to protect
the rights of Chinese companies abroad following last
week’s announcement but
has given no indication what
it might do.
“China supports Chinese
companies to take up legal
weapons to defend their
legitimate rights,” said the
spokesman, Lu Kang.
The U.S. order took effect
Thursday and requires government approval for all
purchases of American microchips, software and other
components globally by
Huawei and 68 affiliated businesses. Huawei says that
amounted to $11 billion in
goods last year. AP

WHO The World Health
Organization spent
nearly USD192 million
on travel expenses
last year, with staffers
sometimes breaking the
agency’s own rules by
traveling in business
class, booking expensive
last-minute tickets and
traveling without the
required approvals,
according to internal
documents obtained by
The Associated Press.
AP PHOTO
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have a bad influence on young people.
“He is legally and convincingly guilty of importing narcotics to Indonesia,” said Presiding
Judge Isnurul Syamsul Arif. “We found no reason to lighten his sentence.”
Prosecutors had requested a 20-year prison
term for Dorfin, who was arrested last September when customs officers at Lombok’s airport
discovered methylenedioxy methamphetamine
worth USD220,600 and 22 ecstasy pills in his
suitcase.
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opinion

An Indonesian court sentenced a Frenchman
to death for smuggling 3 kilograms of drugs to
the tourist island of Lombok, even though prosecutors had only sought a 20-year sentence.
Felix Dorfin, 35, sat silently when a panel of
three judges handed down the punishment. He
declined to speak to reporters on his way back
to prison from Mataram District Court.
In their verdict yesterday, the judges concluded that Dorfin had weakened the government’s drug prevention program and could
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UKRAINE Emboldened
by his stunning victory
last month, Ukrainian
TV star Volodymyr
Zelenskiy (pictured)
moved swiftly yesterday
to dissolve the country’s
parliament, moments
after he was sworn in
as the country’s new
president. Zelenskiy
justified his contentious
decision on the grounds
it has become a hotbed
of self-enrichment.
BRAZIL A gang of
gunmen reportedly
attacked a bar in the
capital of Brazil’s
northern Pará state
yesterday (Macau time),
and authorities said 11
people were killed. The
state security agency
confirmed late Sunday
only that six women
and five men died in the
incident in the Guamá
neighborhood of the Pará
state capital, Belém.

